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;ois  usmy 


Grand  Lodge  of  California 


I.  John  WhichEr,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  AI-'-  W-'-  Grand  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction  of  California,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  following  pages  contain  a  true  and  faithful 
transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Body  at  its  Sixty-sixth 
Annual  Communication — commenced  at  the  City  of  San  Francisco  on 
Tuesday,  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5915,  and  terminated  on 
Friday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  said  month. 


3n  Sfatimong  Witrraf 

I  have  hereunto  appended  my 
official  signature  and  have 
affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
California,  at  the  office  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  in  the  City  oi 
San  P^rancisco,  this  fifth  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  of 
Light,  Five  Thousand  Nine 
Hundred  and  Fifteen. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS 


Grand  Lodge  of  California 


FOR 


The  Year  Commencing  October,  A.  L.  5915 


Grand  Master   M.'.W.". Albert  G.  Burnett  Santa  Rosa 

Address,  State  Capitol,  Sacramento. 
Deputy  Grand  Master  R.".  W-*. Francis  V.  KeESLing  San  Francisco 

Address,  Chronicle  Building. 

Senior  Grand  Warden  R-'-W-'-William  Rhodes  HervEy  Los  Angeles 

Address,  Trust  and  Savings  Bank. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  R.".W-*-Bradford  Webster   Oakland 

Address,  Alonadnock  Building,  San  Francisco. 
Grand  Treasurer   V-".  W-'AVilliam  P.  FilmEr  San  Francisco 

Address,  330  Jackson  Street. 

Grand  Secretary  V-'.  W-'John  WhichEr  San  Luis  Obispo 

Address,  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco. 

Grand  Lecturer  V-*-  VV.". Thomas  J.  BakEr  Sacramento 

Address,  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco. 

Grand  Chaplain   V-'.R-'-John  A.  B.  Fry  ....Oakland 

Grand  Orator    VV.'John  M.  Eshleman  El  Centro 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary..       W-'-Harry  S.  Johnson  San  Francisco 

Grand  Marshal    W.'.  Willi  am  Kettner   San  Diego 

Grand  Standard  Bearer   W.*. David  J.  ReEsE  Ventura 

Grand  Sivord  Bearer   W.'. Horace  V.  Ley  Fort  Jones 

Grand  Bible  Bearer   W-'John  P.  Jarman  San  Jose 

Senior  Grand  Deacon   W-*. Joseph  E.  Levin  San  Francisco 

Junior  Grand  Deacon   W."-RobErt  GrEig   Berkeley 

Senior  Grand  Steward   W-'. Robert  E.  Allan  San  Francisco 

Junior  Grand  Stezvard   W- ".Francis  W.  Mixter  Exeter 

Grand  Pursuivant    W. "-Theodore  Milliken   Sacramento 

Grand  Organist    W-'-SamuEl  D.  Mayer  San  Francisco 

Grand  Tyler   W-'-George  P.  Adams...  San  Francisco 
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JURISDICTION  OF  CALIFORNIA 


SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  CaHfornia  commenced 
its  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Communication  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  October 
12th,  A.  L.  5915,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  presence 
of  the  following  Grand  Officers  : 

M.".W.'.Benj.  F.  Bledsoe  Grand  Master 

R.'.W.". Albert  G.  Burnett   :  DcpvAy  Grand  Master 

R.'.W.'. Francis  V.  Keesling  Senior  Grand  Warden 

R.'.W-'.W.  Rhodes  HervEy   Junior  Grand  JTarden 

V.*.W.'.Willl\m  p.  FilmEr  Grand  l^iwisiirer 

V-'.W.'.JoHN  WhichEr   -  Grand  Seeretary 

V.'.W.'. Thomas  J.  Baker  Grand  Lceturer 

V-'.R.'.JoHN  B.  Hanna  Grand  Chaplain 

W.'.Matt  S.  Hughes  Grand  Orator 

W.". Harry  S.  Johnson   _  ssistant  Grand  Seeretary 

W.'. William  Kettner   Grand  Marslia! 

W.*. David  J.  Reese     Grand  Standard  Bearer 

W.'. Horace  V.  Ley  Grand  Szvord  Bearer 

W.'.John  p.  Jarman  Grand  Bible  Bearer 

W. 'Joseph  H.  Stephens  Junior  Grand  Deaeon 

W. '.Major  S.  Cook  Senior  Grand  Stezeard 

W. '.Clarence  A.  Berry  Junior  Grand  Ste-ieard 

W.'. Charles  H.  Ritchie  Grand  I'nrsuivant 

W.'. Samuel  D.  Mayer  Grand  Ori^anist 

W.*. George  P.  Adams  Grand  Tyler 
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PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 

M.*.  W.'.  James  B.  Stkvens  M-'.  W-'.  Edwakd  H.  ?Tart 

M.'.  W.'.  William  T.  Lucas  M.'.  W-'.  George  M.  Ferine 

M.".  W.'.  Thomas  Flint  M.'.  W.'.  Dana  R.  Weller 

AI.*.  W.'.  Frank  M.  Angellotti       M.'.  W-'.  Alonzo  J.  Monroe 
M/.  W.'.  Charles  L.  Patton  M.*.  W.'.  William  P.  Filmer 

W.'.  William  S.  Wells  M.".  W-'.  John  D.  Murphev 

M.'.  \\.'.  Orrin  S.  Henderson 

And  the  officers  and  representatives  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-three  chartered  Lodges.  The  Committee  on  Credentials 
requested  further  time  in  which  to  make  a  final  report,  and 
it  was  granted. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  Brother  Douglass  B.  Crane 
as  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  as  follows  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain : 

PRAYER. 

Supreme  Grand  Master,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  we  lift  our  hearts 
to  Thee  in  reverence  and  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings  vouchsafed 
to  us,  which,  should  we  attempt  to  count,  are  more  than  we  could 
enumerate.  We  thank  Thee  that  Free  Masonry  was  ever  instituted 
among  the  children  of  men.  May  the  pure  principles  of  our  Order 
continue  to  intiuence  mankind  to  a  still  higher  plane  of  living.  We 
thank  Thee  that  we  live  in  a  land  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  a  land 
where  every  man  may  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience,  and  none  dare  molest  or  make  afraid.  While  a  great 
portion  of  the  world  is  engaged  in  mortal  combat,  we  thank  Thee  that 
our  beloved  nation  has  been  enabled  to  maintain  strict  neutrality. 
Bless  and  guide  the  President  of  these  United  States  and  his  advisors, 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  "great  ship  of  state"  may  be  safely  piloted 
through  the  shoals  and  breakers  which  beset  it  from  within  and  with- 
out, and  find  safe  anchorage  in  the  haven  of  honora1)le  and  lasting 
peace.  Give  wisdom  to  him  who  shall  preside  over  the  delil)erations 
of  this  Grand  session ;  also  the  other  officers,  and  members  of  this 
Grand  Body;  may  the  legislation  herein  enacted  be  even  Ix'ttcr  than 
that  of  the  past.  May  this  meeting  thus  1)egun  in  order,  be  conducted 
in  peace,  and  closed  in  harmony,  lliese  favors  we  ask  in  Thy  Holy 
Name.  Amen. 


GRAND  LOrJGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


281 


The  Grand  blaster  then  delivered  his  Annual  -Address, 
as  follows : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

On  the  very  clay  that  yon  installed  me  as  yonr  Grand  IMasler, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  issued  to  me  liis  Commission  of 
appointment  as  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court.  In  the 
latter  position,  newly  created  to  meet  a  long-felt  want,  T  was  imme- 
diately confronted  with  a  long  and  congested  Calendar  involving  a 
number  of  difficult  and  complicated  juridical  problems.  In  the  face 
of  an  unfamiliar  procedure,  a  restrained  jurisdiction  and  several  de- 
partments of  the  law  wholly  foreign  to  the  system  of  State  jurispru- 
dence with  which  I  had  been  associated,  not  unnaturally  I  felt  in  duty 
bound  to  give  unusually  careful  attention  and  consideration  to  the 
intricate  designs  I  found  delineated  upon  my  official  trestle  board. 

The  doing  of  this  drew  heavily  upon  the  hours  at  my  disposal, 
and  in  consequence,  as  you  well  know,  thereby  deprived  me  of  many 
opportunities  for  pleasurable  visits  with  my  Masonic  Brethren,  and 
it  also  prevented  me  from  carrying  to  accomplishment  many  of  the 
things  I  had  hoped  might  be  my  portion  during  my  incumbency  of 
the  office,  which  I  considered  strongly  analogous  in  dignit}^,  responsi- 
bility and  honor  to  that  of  the  Governorship  of  our  great  Common- 
wealth. 

In  spite,  however,  of  my  pressing  ofificial  duties  during  the  year, 
now,  alas,  about  to  end,  I  have  at  all  times  tried  to  give  to  you — to 
the  solving  of  your  problems  and  the  furthering  of  your  interests — 
the  best  that  there  was  in  me,  and  the  most  in  the  way  of  loyalty, 
opportunity  and  industry,  of  which  I  was  capable  or  which  I  could 
command  in  your  behalf. 

That  I  have  been  able,  actually,  to  accomplish  but  little,  brings 
home  to  me  both  chagrin  and  regret ;  that  I  have  been  unwilling  to 
do  more,  cannot  be  charged  against  me  by  even  the  most  enthusiastic 
of  those  who  had  expected  better  things.  The  shortcomings  of  the 
past,  however,  I  am  hopeful  will  be  forgotten  in  the  fruitions  of  the 
future.  Your  cause  is  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  in  it  I  enlisted 
not  merely  for  this  year,  but  for  all  the  years  that  were  to  be  mine. 
A  single  year,  it  would  seem,  but  barely  suffices  to  enable  a  Grand 
Master  to  get  the  vision  of  the  boundless  possibilities  and  opportunities 
of  Free  Masonry;  the  whole  course  of  his  after  life,  inspired  and 
actuated  by  that  vision,  should  be  the  true  test  of  his  appreciation  of 
the  obligation  by  you  cast  upon  him.  My  pride,  if  any  I  have,  as  I 
now  prepare  to  return  to  you  the  gavel  of  authority  with  which  you 
invested  me  a  year  ago,  is  not  that  of  actual  accomplishment  in  the 
past,  but  rather  that  of  hopefulness  of  accomplishment  in  the  future. 
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In  this  connection  we  should  ever  keep  in  mind  that  the  true 
mission  of  Masonry  must  be  regarded  as  an  essentially  practical  one, 
if  the  institution  is  to  survive  the  clamors  and  disturbances  of  this 
age.  There  are  too  many  practical  problems  in  life  nowadays,  for  a 
purely  speculative  or  ethical  instrumentality  to  be  of  substantial  force 
or  avail.  In  the  heavy  press  of  burdens  and  responsibilities,  public 
as  well  as  private,  social  as  well  as  civic,  religious  as  well  as  economic, 
we  must  be  prepared,  not  to  talk  round  a  problem,  but  to  go  through  it. 

Masonry,  then,  just  as  men,  must  descend  from  the  clouds  of 
abstract  reasoning  and  concern  itself  with  the  vital  forces  of  good 
and  evil  right  down  here  among  the  lives  of  our  people, — their  every- 
day lives — the  commonplaces  of  their  existence — the  problems  that  go 
not  out  of  recollection  with  the  setting  of  the  sun — the  things  deter- 
minative of  their  destinies.  He,  therefore,  who  would  make  of 
Masonry  an  efficient  machine  for  the  substantial  betterment  of  man- 
kind, must  attune  his  heart  as  well  as  his  ear  to  the  actual  needs 
of  those  who  are  in  distress  ;  must  be  able  to  grasp  the  logic  of  neces- 
sity as  well  of  virtue,  and  must  needs  know  that  the  problems  of  my 
brother,  who  is  in  my  keeping,  did  not  spring  from  an  ethical  condition 
and  can  not  be  satisfied  by  a  mere  ethical  solution. 

In  this  spirit,  if  we  succeed  in  any  appreciable  degree  in  rendering 
the  tenure  of  the  race  here  on  eartli  happier,  more  contented  and  less 
disappointing,  we  will  have  justified  our  existence  and  offered  some 
reasonable  excuse  to  our  minds  and  consciences  for  the  time  and 
effort  expended  in  the  name  of  Freemasonry.  In  this  spirit,  also, 
whatever  is  an  enemy  to  the  genuine  progress  of  the  race,  is  an  enemy 
of  ours,  whether  it  be  a  war,  a  famine,  a  misuse  of  the  powers  of 
wealth  or  of  industry,  or  even  an  institution. 

The  man,  then,  who  can  actually  add  something  to  the  uplift  of 
political  life,  something  to  the  brotherhood  of  social  life,  something 
to  the  ethics  of  commercial  life,  something  to  the  justice  of  industrial 
life,  something  to  the  freedom  of  religious  life,  something  to  the  practi- 
cal efficiency  of  spiritual  life, — that  man  is  a  Mason,  whether  he  has 
ever  taken  our  obligations  or  not.  He  who,  on  the  contrary,  has  not 
done  some  of  these  things,  even  in  a  small  and  modest  way,  is  not  a 
Mason,  no  matter  how  many  letters  or  figures  may  be  seen  after  his 
name,  nor  how  large  and  inspiring  a  watch  charm  may  adorn  his 
waistcoat. 

Remember,  no  truer  or  more  inspiring  sentiment  was  ever  voiced 
than  that  of  him  who  said : 

"With  deed  and  word  and  pen, 
Thou  hast  served  thy  fellow  men ; 
Therefore,  art  thou  exalted." 
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111  the  midst  of  our  communing  together  over  the  affairs  of  the 
Craft,  we  should  not  he  unapprcciative  of  what  is  and  has  heen  going 
on  about  us  in  this  busy  Exposition  City.  Here,  appropriate  monu- 
ments commemorative  of  "the  greatest  liberty  ever  taken  by  man  with 
nature" — the  building  of  the  Panama  Canal — have  been  reared,  and 
all  the  world  has  been  bidden  to  come,  that  the  nations  of  the  earth 
might  not  only  pay  deserved  tribute  to  this  last  and  greatest  of  the 
wonders  of  the  world,  but  also  that  opportunity  might  be  had  to 
receive  ocular  proof  of  the  successful  rebuilding  of  a  great  city. 

We  of  the  entire  State,  again,  and  in  no  uncertain  tones,  con- 
gratulate our  brethren  of  San  Francisco ; — congratulate  you  upon  your 
indomitable  spirit,  your  municipal  pride,  your  marvelous  achievements. 
The  history  of  San  Francisco  since  April  18,  1906,  as  written  upon  the 
map  of  California,  betokens  an  ability  successfully  to  cope  with  the 
powers  of  nature  almost  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Vivid  as  are  our  recollections  of  the  awful  scenes  of  horror  which 
followed  in  the  wake  of  seismic  shock  and  devouring  holocaust,  we 
almost  forget  your  sufferings  in  our  unstinted  and  unhesitating  admira- 
tion of  your  pluck  and  fortitude.  The  streets  that  seemingly  but  a 
few  months  ago  were  strewn  with  rocks  and  wreckage,  today  groan 
with  the  burden  of  untold  thousands  passing  over  them ;  the  mantle 
of  dust  that  hung  so  long  about  your  horizon  like  a  glowering  pall, 
has  given  way  to  rainbows  of  festival  flags  that  proclaim  from  almost 
every  window  and  house  top,  the  recurrence  of  the  old-time  reign  of 
melody  and  merriment.  The  awful  stillness  that  always  follows  in 
the  wake  of  havoc  wrought  by  nature's  forces,  has  been  succeeded  by 
the  busy  hum  of  the  wheels  of  industry,  In-inging  wealth  and  peace 
and  prosperity. 

The  towering  monuments  of  steel  and  concrete,  teeming  with  the 
commerce  of  the  Orient  and  the  Occident,  now  grace  our  vision  where 
before  our  eyes  sought  in  vain  for  other  than  twisted  iron  and  totter- 
ing walls ;  the  gloom  of  despair  has  passed  from  faces,  and  the 
glorious  sunshine  of  hope  beams  forth  like  a  beacon  light ;  privation 
and  want, — ruthless  destroyers  of  lives  and  ambitions — have  been 
swept  aside  by  advantage  and  opportunity ;  and  the  great  mart  of  trade, 
so  lately  smitten  by  the  prepotent  powers  of  nature  that  it  seems  as 
if  it  were  but  yesterday,  in  a  spirit  of  almost  unconquerable  defiance, 
has  resumed  her  sway  as  Queen  of  the  sunlit  sea. 

We  of  the  South  take  a  pride  in  your  achievements  ;  they  redound 
to  the  credit  not  only  of  your  city,  but  of  our  whole  State  ;  they  are 
a  part  and  parcel  of  the  priceless  inheritance  of  California's  history, 
which  we,  our  children,  and  our  children's  children  will  recount  and 
rehearse  in  the  years  to  come. 
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LODGES  CUNSTlTUTKD. 

Within  the  Constitutional  time  after  adjournment  of  the  last 
Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  the  following  Lodges,  to  which  char- 
ters had  been  regularly  issued,  were  constituted  by  your  Grand  Master, 
in  person,  in  accordance  with  our  established  form : 

Standard  No.  440,  at  Oakland,  Alameda  county. 

Coronado  No.  441,  at  Coronado,  San  Diego  county. 

Blackmer  No.  442,  at  San  Diego,  San  Diego  county. 

Carpenteria  No.  444,  at  Carpenteria,  Santa  Barbara  county. 

Wilshire  No.  445,  at  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  county. 

La  Puente  No.  446,  at  Puente,  Los  Angeles  county. 

Torrance  No.  447,  at  Torrance,  Los  Angeles  county. 

Mount  Diablo  No.  448,  at  Concord,  Contra  Costa  county. 

Park  No.  449,  at  San  Francisco,  San  Francisco  county. 

Van  Nuys  No.  450,  at  Van  Nuys,  Los  Angeles  county. 

]\Iontebello  No.  451,  at  Montebello,  Los  Angeles  county. 

San  Pasqual  No.  452,  at  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  county. 

Scholield  No.  443,  at  Schofield  Barracks.  Leilihua,  Territory  of 
Hawaii,  was  constituted  by  Bro.  Joshua  D.  Tucker  of  the  Hawaiian 
Mands. 

NEW  LODGES. 

Seven  new  Lodges  have  been  formed,  a  list  of  which  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 

In  this  connection  it  was  a  matter  of  considerable  gratification  to 
me  that  I  was  enabled  to  issue  my  dispensation  for  organization  of  a 
new  Lodge  named  in  honor  of  our  late  Past  Grand  Master,  Dr.  Henry 
S.  Orme. 

Most  of  us  who  have  been  in  attendance  upon  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  years  gone  by,  well  rememljcr  the  familiar  figure  of  Dr.  Orme. 
Many  of  us  recall  his  genial  and  kindly  personality,  his  constant  devo- 
tion to  the  higher  and  better  things  in  Masonry,  and  his  almost  inex- 
cusable disregard  of  his  own  interests  when  it  came  to  a  question  of 
tlic  dispensing  by  him  of  Masonic  charity.  But  few  of  us,  however, 
are  familiar  with  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Mason  and  labored  loyally 
and  industriously  in  l^ehalf  of  the  Craft,  at  a  time,  hnth  in  California 
and  elsewhere,  when  it  required  more  than  the  orcHnary  amount  of 
courage,  in  the  face  of  opposition  constantly  met,  to  stand  up  for  and 
assert  the  righteousness  of  the  doctrines  of  our  institution.  As  a  warm 
friend,  admirer  and  associate  of  good  old  Dr.  Orme  for  many  years,  I 
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conceived  it  to  be  a  rare  honor,  as  well  as  privilege,  thus  io  participate 
in  perpetuating  in  our  memories  the  recollection  of  a  man  who  affiliated 
himself  with  Masonry  because  of  what  the  institution  promised  in  the 
way  of  good  to  the  world,  who  championed  its  cause  at  all  times  in 
the  abiding"  belief  that  in  so  doing  he  was  contributing  to  the  genuine 
uplift  of  mankind,  and  who  finally,  though  poor  indeed  in  worldly 
goods,  died  rich  in  the  possession  of  honors  accorded  to  him  by  the 
fraternity  he  loved  so  well,  and  revered  and  respected  by  every  man 
who  had  been  brought  within  the  sphere  of  his  kindly  and  beneficent 
influence. 

SPECIAL  COMMUNJCATIONS   AND  VISITATIONS. 

February  17th,  1915,  A11)ert  G.  Burnett,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  con- 
vened Grand  Lodge  in  the  City  of  Sacramento  and  duly  installed 
Joseph  H.  Stephens  as  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

January  12th,  1915,  I  convened  Grand  Lodge  in  Ocean  Park,  and 
duly  installed  Charles  H.  Ritchie  as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

June  21st,  1915,  I  convened  Grand  Lodge  at  Los  Angeles  and  in- 
stalled William  Kettner  as  Grand  Marshal. 

October  31st,  1914,  Francis  V.  Keesling,  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
laid  corner  stone  of  Colusa  County  Hall  of  Records. 

November  14th,  1914,  I  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Masonic 
Temple  of  West  Lake  Lodge  No.  392,  at  Los  Angeles. 

February  20th,  1915.  Grand  Master  dedicated  Masonic  Temple  of 
Anaheim  Lodge  No.  207,  at  Anaheim. 

February  22nd,  1915.  William  R.  Hervey,  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  Calexico  Union  High  School,  at  Calexico. 

March  29th,  1915,  William  R.  Hervey,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  dedi- 
cated Masonic  Temple  of  West  Lake  Lodge  No.  392,  at  Los  Angeles. 

May  15th,  1915,  Albert  G.  Burnett,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  laid  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Roseville  High  School,  at  Roseville. 

May  31st,  1915.  Albert  G.  Burnett.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  laid  the 
corner  stone  of  Petaluma  High  School,-  at  Pctaluma. 

June  12th,  1915,  Francis  V.  Keesling,  Senior  Oand  Warden,  laid 
the  corner  stone  of  Masonic  Temple  of  Delano  Lodge  No.  309,  at 
Delano. 

On  January  8th,  1915,  I  proceeded  to  Hanford  to  lay  the  corner 
stone  of  the  new  V.  S.  Post  Office  building  in  that  city.  On  arrival, 
however,  I  ascertained  that  through  some  lapse,  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor,  the  stone  did  not  contain  the  proper  inscription  as  required 
by  the  specifications,  anrl  tliat  the  determined  purpose  of  the  Govern- 
ment's Superintendent  of  Construction  was  to  cause  the  stone  to  be 
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removed  after  l)ein!^  i)nt  in  place  in  order  that  the  defect  above  men- 
tinned  might  he  reme(hed.  Thereupon,  I  dechned  to  open  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  perform  the  empty  and  futile  ceremony  of  laying  a  corner 
stone  in  the  face  of  the  expressed  intention  that  it  was  soon  thereafter 
to  be  removed  for  purposes  either  of  repair  or  replacement. 

On  the  9th  day  of  March  I  received  a  courteous  request  from  Most 
Worshipful  Aimer  E.  Monroney,  Grand  Master  of  Oklahoma,  advising 
me  of  the  death  in  the  City  of  San  Diego  of  Captain  James  S.  Hunt, 
Emeritus  Grand  Secretary  of  their  Grand  Lodge,  and  asking  me  to 
take  charge  of  the  funeral  and  to  accord  to  their  Emeritus  Grand  Sec- 
retary all  the  honors  of  the  Craft. 

Conceiving  that  the  proper  measure  of  courtesy  due  from  this 
Grand  Lodge  warranted  such  action,  I  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
Cit}^  of  San  Diego  on  March  11th  and  conducted  the  funeral  services 
therein  of  the  deceased  Emeritus  Grand  Secretary.  This  action  was 
appreciated  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Oklahoma,  as  was  evidenced  by 
the  very  courteous  letter  of  thanks  which  he  transmitted  to  me. 

Brother  Hunt  had  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  for  al- 
most twenty  years  as  its  Grand  Secretary ;  had  lived  a  long,  honorable, 
and  useful  life,  and  was  beloved  of  all  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Oklahoma 
for  his  splendid  services  rendered  to  the  Craft  and  to  humanity.  Your 
Grand  Master  considered  it  a  privilege,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
he  was  permitted  thus  to  honor  a  departed  leader  of  a  sister  juris- 
diction. 

In  conformity  with  the  expressed  attitude  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  as 
made  evident  on  previous  occasions,  although  I  was  requested  several 
times  so  to  do,  I  have  felt  compelled  to  decline  to  lay  the  corner  stones 
of  churclies,  and  on  one  occasion,  at  least,  felt  constrained  to  refuse 
to  la}'  tlie  corner  stone  of  a  building  purely  public  in  cliaracter,  because 
arrangements  could  not  be  made  by  those  locally  interested  for  the 
ceremonies  to  be  held  .on  a  day. other  than  the  Sabbath. 

As  indicated  hereinabove,  my  report  with  respect  to  visitations  is 
indeed  a  meager  one,  and  one  which  I  could  well  wish  might  be  more 
comprehensive.  I  have,  however,  been  able  to  visit  with  the  members 
of  68  different  Lodges,  either  in  individual  or  joint  meetings,  in  thirty 
two  districts  of  our  State.  I  would  wish  for  my  own  sake  and  pleas- 
ure that  the  number  were  multiplied  many  fold.  In  every  instance  1 
have  been  received  with  an  unfailing  courtesy  ar.d  degree  of  pleasure 
that  made  me  feel  entirely  at  home.  Out  of  regard  to  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  my  high  office,  and  not  at  all  liecause  of  your  Grand 
Master's  personality,  at  every  meeting  which  I  have  held,  without  ex- 
ception, the  brethren  have  turned  out  in  goodly  and  sul)stantial  num- 
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bers,  and  at  no  time  have  either  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  or  I  myself 
been  embarrassed  because  of  a  light  attendance.  Interest  in  the  vital, 
controlling  and  substantial  things  of  Masonry  has  been  evinced  on 
every  occasion.  Loyalty  to  the  institution,  disposition  to  put  into  prac- 
tice its  inspiring  tenets,  and  a  wholesome  regard  for  the  standing  of 
our  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity  have  1)een  made  manifest  at  every 
congregation  of  the  Craft.  Nor  have  the  purely  ethical  features  only, 
of  Masonic  life,  been  exemplified.  I  find,  without  exception,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  various  Lodges  in  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  visit, 
both  individually  and  as  Masons,  to  be  most  hospitable  in  their  con- 
duct and  demeanor  and  disposed  at  all  times  to  insist  upon  the  doing 
of  the  things  that  would  add  material  pleasure  to  the  stay  of  your 
Grand  Master.  Again  I  express  to  them  my  most  grateful  apprecia- 
tion for  their  several  kindnesses  and  fraternal  courtesies. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Many  requests  for  dispensations  have  been  received,  a  detailed 
statement  of  which,  without  doubt,  will  appear  in  the  report  of  our 
Grand  Secretary. 

In  this  behalf  I  can  not  refrain  from  reporting  that  I  have  denied 
a  number  of  requests  made  of  me  for  the  issuance  of  dispensations 
to  reballot  within  a  year  on  rejected  candidates.  This  I  have  done 
because  of  my  feeling  that  the  right  to  cast  a  black  ball  in  a  Masonic 
Lodge  is  a  sacred  right,  to  which  every  conscientious  Mason  should 
be  permitted  to  lay  claim,  and  the  responsil^ility  for  the  use  or  abuse 
of  which  is  a  matter  entirely  between  the  individual  and  his  conscience. 
I  have  said  more  than  once  in  response  to  applications  for  dispensa- 
tions that  I  had  no  disposition,  and  would  not  use  my  office,  to  further 
any  plan  whereby  it  was  sought  in  any  way  to  override  a  black  ball 
cast  by  a  brother.  We  are  concerned  not  merely  with  getting  new 
material  into  the  Fraternity ;  we  are  deeply  and  vitally  concerned  with 
maintaining  the  utmost  harmony  between  those  who  are  already  in  it. 
On  every  occasion,  however,  when  through  correspondence  more  or 
less  extensive,  or  otherwise,  I  was  enabled  reasonably  to  draw  the 
conclusion  that  the  individual  who  had  cast  a  black  ball  did  it  through 
either  mistake  or  inadvertence,  which  he  desired  to  rectify,  or  because 
of  some  reason  which  was  no  longer  operative  with  him,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  upon  a  reballot  the  box  would  probably  be  clear,  I  have, 
without  hesitation,  indicated  my  willingness  to  cause  tlic  issuance  of 
the  desired  dispensation. 

Under  the  Constitution,  upon  the  death  or  resignation  of  an  officer 
of  a  lodge,  if  one  is  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  the  issuance  of  a  dis- 
pensation by  the  Grand  Master  is  necessary,  and  under  the  provisions 
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of  our  Constitution  the  fee  for  such  dispensation  is  $10.  Many  of  the 
smaller  Lodges  in  the  State  van  ill  afford  the  expenditure  of  this  sum 
of  money  for  such  a  purpose;  and,  in  my  judgment,  the  fee  should 
not  be  exacted  in  any  event  because  the  Lodge  is  in  no  wise  responsible 
for  the  happening  of  the  conditions  which  demand  it.  A  Lodge  should 
not  be  penalized  because  of  a  visit  of  the  Grim  Reaper  to  one  of  its 
officers. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as 
to  eliminate  the  necessity  of  the  payment  of  the  fee  now  prescribed 
for  a  dispensation  to  hold  an  election  to  till  a  vacancy  caused  by  either 
death  or  resignation. 

DECISIONS. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  experience  of  Grand  Masters,  I  appre- 
hend, during  the  course  of  the  year  I  have  been  in  receipt  of  almost 
numberless  requests,  of  more  or  less  importance,  for  official  rulings 
upon  controverted  questions  of  Masonic  propriety  and  jurisprudence. 
Apparently  these  requests  were  almost  invariably  born  of  a  sincere 
desire  to  obtain  "further  light  in  Masonry,"  and  in  that  spirit  I  have 
endeavored  in  every  instance  to  give  both  rule  and  reason  in  answer 
to  inquiry  made.  Obviously  only  a  few  of  such  replies,  those  present- 
ing either  novelty  or  great  im[)ortancc,  merit  report  to  or  consideration 
by  this  Grand  Lodge.  Such  as  are  presented  herewith,  and  following 
the  very  commendable  example  set  by  Past  Grand  Master  Lawler, 
have  been  already  by  me  submitted  to  the  Chairman  of  our  Jurispru- 
dence Committee. 

In  only  one  instance  was  I  in  receipt  of  a  request  for  a  ruling 
on  what  might  be  termed  a  small  and  querulous  controversy.  I  sub- 
mit my  reply  in  spite  of  the  trifling  importance  of  the  question  presented 
merely  as  a  suggestion  to  the  brethren  of  the  wisdom  of  disregarding 
the  non-essentials  in  Masonry.  A  man  who  is  inspired  to  seek  for  a 
star  ought  not  to  permit  himself  knowingly  to  stumble  over  a  straw. 

I.  One  of  my  Inspectors,  indicating  that  the  occurrence  had 
"caused  a  little  feeling"  in  the  community,  asked  for  a  "ruling"  on  a 
protest  made  by  "an  old  Past  Master,"  arising  out  of  the  following 
situation  : 

"A  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  who  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Commandery,  died  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  hon- 
ors. The  members  of  his  Commandery  acted  as  escort.  In 
opening  the  Lodge  and  conducting  the  services,  a  Past  Master 
of  the  Blue  Lodge,  who  was  also  a  meml)er  of  the  Connnand- 
ery,  officiated  in  the  East  in  the  uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar, 
to  which  the  old  Past  Master  first  mentioned  took  exception 
on  the  ground  that  no  officer  of  a  Blue  Lodge  should  appear 
in  the  uniform  of  another  branch  of  the  order." 
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To  this  I  felt  emboldened  to  indite  the  following  reply : 

"Strictly  speaking,  it  is  probably  true  that  a  Past  Master 
of  a  Blue  Lodge  would  find  no  authority  for  acting  as  Master 
in  opening  a  Blue  Lodge,  even  for  the  commendable  purpose 
of  escorting  the  remains  of  a  deceased  brother  to  the  grave, 
while  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar.  To  that 
extent  I  apprehend  that  the  criticism  of  the  old  Past  Master 
referred  to  in  your  letter  was  well  taken. 

"In  this  behalf,  however,  I  can  not  refrain  from  ventur- 
ing the  suggestion  that  there  is  nothing  in  such  an  occasion 
or  such  an  occurrence  which  ought  to  call  for  any  criticism 
or  fault-finding  on  the  part  of  anybody.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
no  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  with  a  true  regard  for  the  vital  and 
substantial  things  which  concern  our  order,  would  take  either 
the  time  or  the  trouble  to  complain  because  some  Knight 
Templar,  who  happened  to  be  a  Past  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  who  was  intending  to  act  as  one  of  an  escort  to  another 
Knight  Templar,  proceeded  to  open  the  Blue  Lodge,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Master,  without  divesting  himself  of  his  Templar 
regalia.  S'urely  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  Knight  Tem- 
plary  which  would  render  its  habiliments  objectionable  to  any 
person,  even  though  he  were  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  and  surely 
there  could  be  nothing  save  a  very  technical  objection  made 
against  one  sitting  in  the  East,  under  the  circumstances  I  have 
detailed  above.  If  the  Blue  Lodge  was  willing  that  the  Com- 
mandery  should  act  as  escort,  no  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
should  have  felt  constrained  to  offer  objection  to  the  fact  that 
a  member  of  the  Commandery,  in  uniform,  being  called  upon, 
officiated  in  the  East.  There  are  so  many  other  things  of 
moment  of  which  our  fraternity  has  to  concern  itself  that  I 
am  truly  surprised  that  one  who  has  been  honored  by  a  seat 
in  the  Oriental  Chair  should  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make 
objection  to  such  a  slight  and  technical  invasion,  if  it  be  an 
invasion,  of  our  ancient  customs  and  landmarks. 

"There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  probability  of  a  repetition 
of  this  very  serious  (?)  Masonic  offense,  and  so  I  see  no 
occasion  for  any  ruling  other  than  what  has  been  indicated 
hereinabove  in  the  premises." 

II.  The  question  was  asked  :  Is  a  petitioner  who  has  been  elected 
to  receive  the  degrees  and  who  admits  to  the  Master  that  he  is  intend- 
ing to  go  into  the  saloon  business  in  a  short  time  entitled,  nevertheless, 
to  be  initiated? 
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I  answered  that  if  the  candidate  announced  his  intention  of  going 
into  the  saloon  business  in  a  short  time  the  Lodge  should  not  confer 
the  degrees  upon  him.  Having  proclaimed  his  intention  of  doing  that 
which  would  debar  him  from  membership  if  uninitiated,  and  would 
result  in  his  expulsion  if  a  member,  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  itself  should  be  construed  to  operate  as  a  rejection,  and  the 
Master  should  at  the  next  regular  meeting  announce  that  objection 
to  the  initiation  of  the  candidate  had  been  made.  If  this  objection  was 
not  withdrawn  within  the  sixty  days,  i.  e.,  if  the  candidate  did  not 
renounce  his  intention  of  engaging"  in  the  prohibited  business,  the  objec- 
tion should  become  absolute. 

IIL  A  candidate  who  had  been  rejected,  within  the  twelve  months 
thereafter  presented  his  petition  and  was  elected.  Then  the  discovery 
was  made  that  his  petition  had  been  presented  prematurely,  and  the 
Master's  inquiry  was:    "What  shall  we  do?"    I  replied: 

"In  this  case,  although  the  petition  was  presented  prema- 
turely, the  committee  apparently  failed  to  discover  that  fact 
and  rendered  a  favorable  report,  upon  which  the  petitioner  was 
elected.  The  degrees  have  not  yet  been  conferred  upon  him, 
and  obviously  he  is  disqualified  to  receive  them.  He  should 
not  be  subjected  to  the  burden  and  odium  of  a  rejection  of  the 
ordinary  kind,  and  it  is  my  judgment  therefore  that  the  Master 
should  direct  the  investigating  committee  to  make  a  special 
report  upon  the  question  of  whether  or  not  his  petition  has  been 
received  prematurely,  and  if  the  report  be  in  the  affirmative, 
that  the  Master  should  then  direct  that  the  petition  may  be 
withdrawn,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  104,  the  fact 
of  such  withdrawal  and  the  reasons  therefor  to  be  entered 
upon  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge." 

IV.  The  secretary  of  a  L'xl^c  reported  that  a  petition  had  been 
received  from  one  who  descrilied  himself  as  a  "merchant" ;  that  "as 
a  matter  of  fact  he  is  a  grocer  and  sells  whiskey  and  brandy,  but  not 
to  be  consumed  upon  the  premises ;  that  is  to  say,  if  a  person  were 
to  enter  the  petitioner's  store  and  ask  for  ten  cents'  worth  or  fifteen 
cents'  worth  of  whiskey  or  brandy  he  wo'uld  not  be  served ;  it  is  sup- 
plied to  customers  at  their  homes  only  and  in  half-pint  and  pint  flasks 
and  quart  bottles." 

I  answered  : 

"The  Constitution  merely  prohibits  receipt  of  a  petition 
-   ■    from  one  who  is  engaged  'in  the  saloon  business,'  or  who  is 
■  'a  bar-keeper.'  The  Century  Dictionary  defines  a  saloon  as  *a 
place  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  and  drunk — a  grog- 
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shop/  and  evidently  the  Grand  Lodge  in  enacting  Section  129a 
merely  intended  to  exclude  from  membership  those  who 
handled  liquors  in  small  quantities,  usually  found  in  connection 
with,  and  to  be  consumed  at,  a  bar.  In  my  judgment,  you  have 
a  right  to  receive  the  petition  and  accept  the  candidate,  if  in 
your  judgment  he  is  a  fit  man  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry." 

V.  "When  balloting  for  more  than  one  candidate  is  it  necessary 
to  have  the  ballot  box  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Wardens  for 
inspection  before  each  ballot  is  taken,  or  is  one  preparation  and  inspec- 
tion sufficient  ?" 

To  this  query  I  gave  the  following  answer : 

"Section  101  provides  that  the  ballot  box  shall  be  prepared 
by  placing  therein  a  sufficient  number  of  cubes  and  white  balls 
and  shall  then  be  presented  to  the  Wardens  and  Master  for 
inspection.  It  does  not  so  state,  but  obviously  it  was  intended 
that  this  should  be  done  before  each  ballot.  The  object  was, 
without  question,  to  assure  the  brethren  that  the  receptacle  for 
the  ballots  was  entirely  clear  before  the  ballot  box  was  pre- 
sented to  them  for  the  deposit  of  their  ballots,  and  if  a  num- 
ber of  candidates  could  be  voted  for  without  this  preparation 
and  inspection  the  very  aim  and  purpose  of  Section  101  would 
be  entirely  omitted." 

VI.  "A  young  Italian,  speaking  English  very  imperfectly  but 
who  seemed  to  value  his  Masonic  affiliations  highly"  had  for  some  years 
(previous  to  the  adoption  of  Section  129a  of  our  Constitution)  been 
conducting  a  hotel  and  saloon  in  a  small  community ;  the  community 
was  voted  in  the  '"dry"  column  under  the  Wylie  law  ;  and  apparently 
before  the  entire  community  had  evinced  full  sympathy  with  the  new 
order  of  things  the  erstwhile  hotel  man  and  saloon  keeper  was  arrested, 
pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  for  dispensing  liquors  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance.  I  was  asked  if  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Lodge 
under  the  circumstances  to  order  charges  preferred  because  of  this 
one  transgression.    To  this  inquiry  I  made  reply  as  follows  : 

"A  single  violation  of  such  a  sumptuary  law  as  you  men- 
tion would  not,  in  my  judgment,  show  such  a  violation  of 
Masonic  laws  and  traditions  as  to  require  the  preferring  of 
charges  against  such  an  offending  brother.  If  he  should  per- 
sist after  repeated  warnings  to  conduct  a  'blind  pig,'  he  would 
thereby  show  such  a  manifest  disregard  of  the  law  of  his  coun- 
try and  of  the  accepted  ordinances  of  the  community  as  to 
justify  the  inference  that  he  was  unfitted  for  membership  in 
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an  institution  whose  nuMn])ci  s  rire  expected  to  support  the  laws 
upon  the  statute  books.  }lo\ve\er.  I  think  one  viohition,  if  he 
exhibits  the  proper  sort  of  a  spirit  otherwise,  and  evinces  no 
disposition  to  again  transgress  the  hiw  in  question,  ought  not 
to  require  the  preferring  of  charges  against  him." 

VTI.  An  attorney  at  kiw,  if  he  be  not  a  Master  Mason  in  good 
standing,  may  not  represent  an  accused  before  a  Trial  Commission. 

VIII.  The  Lodge  in  Bakersfield  wrote  to  inquire  if  it  would  be 
proper  for  it  to  participate  in  a  Board  of  Relief  which  it  was  proposed 
to  organize  in  that  city,  to  consist  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Ma- 
sonic bodies,  viz.,  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter.  Connnandery,  Scottish 
Rite,  and  Eastern  Star,  the  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  to  be  chairman 
and  each  organization  to  contribute  to  such  an  extent  as  it  could 
afford,  the  moneys  so  obtained  to  l)e  used  for  Masf)nic  Relief  only. 

I  advised  them  that : 

"There  is  no  authority  for  the  organization  of  a  board  of 
relief  along  the  lines  suggested  by  you,  and  it  might  l)e  that  it 
would  be  difficult  for  such  a  Board  of  Relief  to  provide  adequate 
care  for  all  the  different  classes  of  individuals  that  might  come 
before  it ;  for  instance,  some  might  appl}^  who  would  be  en- 
titled to  relief  only  as  Blue  Lodge  Masons,  the  burden  of 
w'hich  relief  would  of  course  fall  upon  Bakersheld  Lodge; 
others  might  apph^  who  would  be  entitled  to  relief  as  Chapter 
or  Commandery  Masons  in  addition  to  1)eing  entitled  as  Blue 
Lodge  Masons,  and  it  might  be  that  the  Chapter  or  Command- 
ery Masons  or  Scottish  Rite  Masons  might  ol^ject  to  providing 
relief  for  those  who  would  be  entitled  to  it  only  as  Blue  Lodge 
Masons.  Such  a  Board  of  Relief  as  you  suggest  could  have  no 
official  sanction  from  or  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
ordinarily  could  not  hope  to  receive  any  donations  therefrom, 
yet  there  would  seem  to-  be  no  legal  objection  to  your  working 
out  your  problems  involving  relief  along  the  lines  you  have 
indicated,  if  you  should  so  desire. 

"My  only  insistence  would  be  tiiat  you  must  see  to  it  that 
the  Masons  dependent  upon  you  for  relief  are  provided  there- 
with to  the  extent  of  your  abilities  and  in  proportion  to  their 
needs.  This  responsibility  you  can  not  escape,  nor  apportion 
between  yourselves  and  any  other  organization  or  organiza- 
tions." 

IX.  There  is  nothing  in  the  terms  of  Section  87  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  prevents  "joint  ownership"  by  Blue  Lodge,  Royal  Arch 


GRAND  LODGK  OF  CALIFORNIA 


293 


Chapter  and  Knight  Templar  Commandery  of  the  building  and  furni- 
ture and  fixtures  thereof,  given  over  to  the  uses  of  Masonry  in  a  com- 
munity. (By  the  term  "joint  ownership"  as  used  in  this  connection 
I  understood  an  ownership  by  each  of  the  respective  1)odies  of  a  cer- 
tain definite  interest  in,  or  undivided  portion  of,  the  property  re- 
ferred to.) 

I  was  further  led  to  suggest  to  my  inquirer : 

"I  can  easily  see  that  it  mighc  be  necessary  and  conduce 
■  to  the  welfare  of  the  three  organizations  named  that  they 
should  invest  in  I^odge  property  jointly,  rather  than  separately; 
and  surely  wirh  that  harmony  among  Masons  wherein  'all  can 
work  and  all  agree,'  there  should  be  no  reason,  legal  or  other- 
wise, v.'hy  such  joint  ownership  should  not  be  permitted." 

X.  Under  Section  224  of  our  Grand  Constitution  a  brother  who 
has  been  elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  must  serve  to  the  end  of  his  term 
before  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  honors  of  Past  Master.  He  can 
not  resign  in  the  middle  of  his  term  and  be  the  recipient  of  that  title. 

XI.  Upon  objection  being  made  to  the  admission  of  a  visitor  the 
Master  shall  determine  whether  or  not  the  ol)jection  is  well  taken ; 
and  whatever  his  ruling,  there  can  be  no  appeal  from  his  decision  in 
the  premises.  I  do  not  understand  that  a  visitor  is  ipso  facto  denied 
admission  merely  because  a  member  may  object.  The  objection  must 
be  one  which  appeals  to  the  sound  sense  and  discretion  of  the  Master. 
In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  however,  he  should  do  that  thing  which 
will  conserve  the  harmony  of  his  own  Lodge  and  secure  peace  and 
contentment  among  its  members.  It  would  be  extremely  ill  advised 
for  a  Master  to  insist  upon  the  admission  of  a  visitor  merely  because 
such  visitor  wanted  to  visit,  if  his  presence  was  at  all  ol)noxious  to 
a  member. 

XII.  I  was  advised  that  a  meml)er  applied  for  a  dimit  from  a 
Lodge  of  one  of  our  substantial  and  prosperous  cities  for  the  purpose 
of  engaging  in  the  saloon  business.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of 
the  dimit  he  did  so  engage,  giving  as  one  of  his  reasons  that  he  could 
get  nothing  else  to  do.    I  was  constrained  to  advise  his  Lodge  that : 

"The  thing  to  do  in  the  matter  of  the  brother  who  dimitted 
in  order  to  go  into  the  saloon  business,  is  to  prefer  charges 
against  him  as  for  a  violation  of  his  Masonic  duty.  The  mere 
fact  that  he  had  taken  out  a  dimit  does  not  entitle  him  as  an 
unaffiliated  Mason  to  engage  in  the  saloon  business,  particularly 
in  view  of  I  lie  fact  tliai  the  dimit  was  applied  for  with  that 
purpose  in  mind. 


294 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


"It  has  been  held  that  a  suspended  Mason  might  have 
charges  preferred  against  him  in  the  Lodge  which  has  juris- 
diction over  him,  to-wit :  the  one  within  whose  territorial  jur- 
isdiction he  resides.  By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  it  would  seem 
to  follow,  that  an  unaffiliated  Mason  would  be  subject  to  the 
same  rule  of  procedure.  My  understanding  of  the  attitude  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  is,  that  it  has  set  its  face  like  a  flint  against 
Masons  engaging  in  the  liquor  business.  If  you  would  keep 
up  in  your  community  the  respect  for  the  fraternity  which 
ought  to  obtain  there,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  you  to  pro- 
ceed against  this  delinquent  in  the  manner  provided  by  Ma- 
sonic law. 

*'If  it  l)e  the  fact,  as  seems  to  be  suggested  by  him  as  an 
excuse  for  going  into  this  business,  that  the  only  opportunities 
in  your  city  open  to  a  man,  whereby  he  may  earn  a  living,  are 
in  connection  with  the  saloon  business,  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
future  holds  very  little  in  store  for  that  community." 

XII L  One  of  our  Boards  of  Relief  submitted  the  following  s 
gestions  and  queries  : 

"This  Board  of  Relief  is  often  importimed  to  give  aid  to 
women  who  claim  to  be  daughters  of  deceased  Master  Masons, 
and  insist  that  they  have,  as  a  right,  a  claim  on  the  Fraternity. 

"It  is  quite  evident  that  if  the  daughters  of  deceased  Master 
Masons  be  entitled  to  the  same  Masonic  consideration  after 
attaining  the  age  of  majority  as  they  are  during  their 
minority,  then  the  door  of  Masonry  would  be  opened  very 
wide  and  the  drain  upon  the  funds  would  be  exceedingly 
great. 

"Therefore,  we  wish  to  ask  : 

"What  is  the  meaning  of  'orphan'  as  applied  to  Masonry? 
Does  the  term  'orphan'  in  Masonry  p.iean  male,  female,  or  both 
male  and  female  ? 

"Should  there  be  any  distinction  made  in  extending 
Masonic  charity  to  the  boy  or  girl,  the  man  or  woman — they 
being  the  offspring  of  a  Master  Mason  ? 

"Would  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  make  any  difference 
as  to  her  Masonic  standing?" 

I  replied  in  this  vein  : 

"The  word  'orphan'  as  used  in  Section  163  of  the  Consti- 
tution means  the  son  or  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason  who  is 
deceased,  and  obviously  includes  both  males  and  females.  I 
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understand  that  no  distinction  should  be  made  in  extending 
Masonic  charity  to  a  Mason's  son  or  daughter,  except  that  in 
the  event  the  son  has  reached  his  majority,  and  he  not  being 
a  Mason,  he  is  not  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  apply  to 
a  Masonic  Lodge  for  assistance.  I  do  understand,  however,  on 
the  contrary,  that  a  daughter  of  a  Mason,  irrespective  of  her 
age  and  whether  or  not  she  is  married,  if  in  distress,  is  entitled, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  so  to  apply,  and  a  Lodge  or  other  Masonic 
body  within  whose  jurisdiction  she  resides,  is  in  duty  bound 
to  relieve  her  in  so  far  as  such  relief  is  necessary  and  proper. 
The  fact  that  she  is  married  is  immaterial.  The  question 
always  is,  is  she  in  distress,  and  is  she  the  daughter  of  a  Mason, 
who  is  or  was,  in  good  standing?  This  answers  your  questions 
as  I  understand  them. 

"I  would  like  to  suggest,  in  addition,  however,  that  it  would 
not  be  at  all  to  the  credit  of  our  fraternity  for  it  to  evince  a 
disposition  or  tendency  to  be  technical  and  over  critical  in  con- 
sidering or  construing  the  rights  and  claims  of  those  who  may 
appeal  to  us  for  relief  to  succor  their  distress  and  who  show 
by  proper  evidence  that  they  have  Masonic  claims  upon  our 
benevolences.  We  will  stand  better  with  the  community  if  we 
exhibit  less  concern  for  the  strict  legality  of  the  appeal  and 
more  for  the  necessity  which  prompts  it." 

XIV.  The  word  "jurisdiction,"  as  found  in  subdivision  3rd  of 
Section  122  of  our  Constitution  does  not  refer  to  a  particular  Lodge 
but  to  the  Grand  Lodge ;  therefore  a  Master  Mason,  a  resident  within 
the  State  of  California,  may  lawfully  and  properly  apply  for  affiliation 
to  any  Lodge  therein,  and  he  is  not  subject  to  the  qualifications  of  resi- 
dence, as  to  time,  exacted  of  petitioners  for  the  degrees. 

XV.  The  following  questions  involving  procedure  in  Masonic 
trials  were  presented  : 

"1.  When  charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  Brother 
Mason,  he  has  been  tried  and  found  guilty  and  an  appeal  is 
taken  by  the  accused  and  the  same  is  reversed  and  the  case 
remanded  for  a  new  trial  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  can  the  accuser 
if  he  sees  fit  withdraw  the  charges  and  dispense  with  a  new 
trial  or  must  the  Lodge  regardless  of  his  desire  to  withdraw 
the  charges  proceed  with  the  new  trial? 

"2.  In  case  Lodge  proceeds  with  new  trial,  can  the 
accuser  or  the  Lodge  make  any  amendments  to  the  charge  on 
which  the  Brother  was  originally  tried  or  add  any  additional 
specifications  to  the  same  if  he  desires  to  do  so,  or  must  addi- 
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tional  charges  and  specifications  be  made  out  separately  and 
another  trial  be  had  upon  these  charges  against  the  same 
Brother?  In  other  words,  can  amendments  or  additional  speci- 
fications be  made  or  added  to  the  original  charge  on  the  new 
trial  against  same   Brother  by  the  accuser  or  the  Lodge?" 

My  answers  were : 

"In  answer  to  question  No.  1,  my  understanding  is,  that 
where  the  Grand  Lodge  passes  upon  an  appeal  and  remands 
the  case  for  a  new  trial,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  accuser  to 
withdraw  the  charges.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  determined  that 
the  charges  made  present  matters  requiring  an  investigation  in 
order  that  it  may  be  determined  whether  or  not  the  accused  is 
proper  material  to  remain  longer  in  the  fraternity.  In  this  view 
of  the  case  the  proceeding  is  not  a  private  one  and  ought  not 
to  be  withdrawn  because  of  a  failure  of  private  prosecution. 

"In  answer  to  your  second  question,  I  would  say,  that  it 
is  my  understanding  that  it  is  proper  that  amendments  to  the 
original  charge  can  be  made  after  a  consideration  of  the  appeal 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  remanding  of  the  trial.  At  least 
ten  days'  notice  of  the  amended  charges  would  he  given  to  the 
accused  and,  without  doubt,  leave  to  amend  should  1)e  obtained 
from  the  Master." 

XVI.  There  is  no  authority  under  our  law  for  the  Grand  Master 
to  issue  his  disi)ensati()n  for  a  resident  of  California,  temporarily 
sojourning  in  anotlier  jurisdiction,  to  petition  for  the  degrees  in  that 
jurisdiction.  Petitioner  should  apply  to  the  Lodge  within  whose  juris- 
diction in  California  he  resides,  for  a  waiver. 

XVII.  It  is  not  in  keeping  with  IMasonic  tradition  for  the  Lodge 
l)y  mere  non-action  on  its  part  to  permit  the  officers  of  one  year  to 
hold  over  throughout  the  succeeding  year.  There  can  be  no  objection 
to  the  re-election  of  the  same  officers,  but  the  Grand  Master  will  not 
permit  them  to  hold  over  merely  because  no  election  on  the  appointed 
night  was  held. 

XVIII.  A  unanimous  report,  favorable  in  character,  was  made  by 
the  connnittee  to  whom  a  petition  for  the  degrees  was  referred.  Subse- 
quent thereto,  but  before  a  ballot,  objection  was  made  by  a  member  to 
the  petition  being  voted  on. 

Held,  tliat  the  Lodge  should  proceed  to  ballot  upon  the  petition  upon 
the  coming  in  of  the  favorable  report.  If  the  ballot  was  clear  and  the 
candidate  declared  elected,  it  would  then  be  competent  for  objection  to 
liis  initiation  to  be  made;  an  objection  made  before  ballot  was  prema- 
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tiire.  Such  an  objection  is  not  provided  for  1)y  our  Constitution,  the 
remedy  by  a  Idack  i)all  l)eing  considered  ample  to  prevent  the  election 
of  unworthy  petitioners;  to  give  efficacy  to  a  simple  objection  made 
before  ballot,  no  provision  therefor  having  been  made,  w^ould  conduce 
to  confusion;  if  the  objection  should  be  withdrawn  thereafter,  within 
the  sixty-day  period  relating  to  objections  made  after  election  and  before 
initiation,  a  serious  dilemma  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  followed 
would  be  presented. 

XIX.  The  records  of  a  Masonic  trial,  together  with  the  evidence 
contained  therein,  belong  to  the  secret  archives  of  the  fraternity,  and 
it  is  a  Masonic  ofTense  to  divulge  or  publish  them  in  a  manner  not 
authorized  by  law.  Their  use  in  the  trial  of  a  divorce  case  in  a  State 
court,  or  their  introduction  in  evidence  therein,  except  upon  the  order 
of  the  court,  is  reprehensible  and  should  subject  the  Mason  responsible 
therefor  to  Masonic  discipline. 

XX.  Being  advised  that  one  of  our  Lodges  was  not  in  possession 
of  the  Middle  Chamber  Columns  and  the  Floor  Carpet,  but  made  use 
of  a  "wall  carpet,"  in  the  conferring  of  the  Fellow  Craft  degree,  I  felt 
constrained  to  require  them  to  purchase  these  articles  as  being  "neces- 
sary to  a  proper  and  correct  conferring  of  the  work  of  the  Fellow 
Craft  degree." 

XXI.  It  is  not  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  amend  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  its  by-laws  and  then  adopt  such  amended  amendment  without 
giving  the  regular  notice  provided  in  Article  XIII  of  the  Uniform  Code. 
In  other  words,  written  notice  of  the  amendment  actually  adot>fcd  must 
have  been  given  at  a  preceding  stated  meeting. 

XXII.  Inquiry  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  Auditing  Committee 
of  a  Lodge  if  it  was  proper  and  lawful  for  the  funds  of  the  Lodge  to  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of 

(a)  Lambskin  aprons  for  newly-made  A/faster  Masons; 

(b)  Sheepskin  certificates  to  be  presented  to  all  members  who 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  open  Lodge  on  the  work  of  the  Third 
Degree,  or  for  any  other  reason,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever. 

The  giving  of  lambskin  aprons  to  entered  apprentices  has  been  a 
custom  among  our  Lodges  in  California  for  such  a  period  of  time  that 
it  is  almost  an  ancient  landmark,  as  I  understand  it.  In  my  judgment 
the  purchase  of  aprons  for  such  purpose  falls  clearly  within  the  domain 
of  "necessary  expenses"  as  provided  for  in  Section  88  of  our  Consti- 
tution. 


298 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


The  giving  of  sheepskin  certificates,  not  as  a  mere  gratuity,  but  as 
a  reward  of  merit,  so  to  speak,  to  all  members  who  pass  a  satisfactory 
examination  in  open  Lodge  in  the  work  of  the  Third  Degree,  stands 
upon  a  slightly  different  basis.  I  do  believe,  however,  that  there  is 
nothing  intrinsically  wrong  in  such  a  proceeding,  that  it  is  in  nowise 
a  misuse  of  the  funds  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  and  can  very  properly 
be  classed  as  in  "promotion  of  fraternal  intercourse,"  expenditures  in 
aid  of  which  may  be  made  out  of  the  ten  per  cent  social  fund  under 
the  terms  of  Section  89.  "Promotion  of  fraternal  intercourse"  is  a 
very  comprehensive  expression,  and  as  long  as  a  subordinate  Lodge,  in 
good  faith,  uses  the  social  fund  to  such  an  end  as  that  general  interest 
and  increased  activity  in  the  work  of  the  order  is  promoted,  it  is  my 
belief  that  the  supervisory  powers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  held 
in  restraint.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  that  the  purchase  and 
bestowing  of  the  certificates  above  referred  to  will  not  contribute  to 
added  zeal,  zest  and  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge's  membership. 
Under  such  circumstances  I  must  accept  the  judgment  of  the  Lodge  in 
the  premises,  and  therefore  cannot  enjoin  the  procedure  complained  of. 

XXin.  Insistent  effort  was  made  to  get  me  to  annul  a  ruling  of 
my  distinguished  predecessor,  Past  Grand  Master  Murphcy,  which  was 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  because  of  motives  of  obvious  pro- 
priety, I  refused.  Nevertheless,  I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  ruling  in  question  was  an  erroneous  one,  and  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  should  recede  from  it. 

Section  135  of  the  Constitution,  having  to  do  with  elections  in 
subordinate  Lodges,  provides  that  "a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  mem- 
bers present  shall  be  necessary  to  elect,"  and  Section  140  provides  that 
"none  but  members  in  good  standing  whose  dues  are  paid  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote."  Construing  the  two  sections  together.  Past  Grand 
Master  Murphey  ruled  that  "it  requires  a  majority  vote  of  the  members 
present,  who  are  entitled  to  vote,  to  determine  an  election." 

It  will  be  observed  at  once  that  the  Constitution  does  not  say,  as 
indicated  by  Past  Grand  Master  Murphey,  that  a  majority  "vote"  of 
the  members  present  is  necessary  to  a  choice;  the  language  is  "a  major- 
ity of  the  votes  of  the  members  present."  The  difference,  to  my  mind, 
is  most  significant.  When  the  Constitution  refers  to  the  requisite 
"majority,"  of  what  is  it  speaking?  Not  members,  as  construed  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Murphey,  but  of  "votes."  The  word  "votes"  means 
formal  individual  expressions  of  preference  by  means  of  ballots  or 
otherwise.  There  is  no  "vote"  as  the  word  is  here  used  unless  there 
is  such  expression  of  preference,  and  a  "majority  of  the  votes"  means, 
to  my  mind,  just  what  it  says,  a  majority  of  the  expressions  of  prefer- 
ence, and  not  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  entitled  to  vote 
but  not  voting,  as  heretofore  held. 
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To  adhere  to  tlic  ruling  heretofore  announced  it  heconies  necessary 
to  read  the  Constitution  as  if  it  said  a  "vote  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  present"  shall  be  necessary  to  elect.  By  the  use  of  the  true 
language,  however,  "a  majority  of  the  votes"  (i.  e.,  preferences  ex- 
l)ressed — ballots  cast)  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  a  very  different  signih- 
cation  was  intended. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  no  power  lies  in 
the  Master  to  compel  qualified  members  present  to  vote  by  ballot  for 
ofificers,  and  if  the  construction  announced  is  to  be  adhered  to  it  could 
easily  happen  that  no  choice  could  ever  be  made,  because,  a  sufficient 
number  refusing  to  vote,  or  voting  a  blank  ballot,  no  one  could  secure 
a  majority  of  all  members  present  and  qualified  to  vote. 

This  matter  will  present  itself  for  consideration  very  frequently  at 
the  annual  elections,  and  because  of  this  fact  should  again  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  only  because  of  its  importance 
that  I  am  constrained  to  present  it  here  for  renewed  consideration. 

NECROLOGY 

It  affords  me  the  greatest  comfort  and  gratification  to  be  able  to 
report  to  you  that  no  official  of  this  Grand  Lodge  has  departed  his  life 
since  our  last  Annual  Communication.  In  that  respect,  at  least,  our 
ranks  are  still  intact.  Other  jurisdictions,  however,  have  suffered 
because  of  the  invasion  of  the  King  of  Terrors,  and  as  a  result  many 
patient  and  faithful  workers  in  the  great  Masonic  Vineyard  have  been 
removed  from  our  midst.    They  have  been  called, 

"Like  w^atch  worn  and  weary  sentinels, 
To  put  their  armor  off  and  rest  in  heaven." 

But  yesterday  they  were  with  us,  holding  aloft  the  banner  of  Free- 
masonry ;  today  they  are  no  more,  and  we  do  honor  unto  ourselves  by 
honoring  them  in  that  far  off  land. 

"Like  the  leaves  in  the  forest  when  Summer  is  green, 
That  host,  with  their  banners,  at  sunset  were  seen ; 
Like  the  leaves  in  the  forest  when  Autumn  hath  blown, 
That  host,  on  the  morrow,  lay  wither'd  and  strown." 

The  following  constitutes  a  complete  list,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
advised,  of  those  who,  standing  high  in  Masonic  Counsels  in  other  jur- 
isdictions, have  now  sought  the  peace  and  consolation  that  comes  from 
counsel  with  Him  who  holds  us  all  in  the  hollow  of  His  hand: 

Alabama:  Angus  M.  Scott,  Grand  Lecturer  1901-1915;  born  March 
23,  1840;  died  February  16,  1915. 
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Arizona:  INIartin  William  Kales,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  Juno 
5,  1845  ;  died  Jnl_v  14,  1915.  Brother  Kales  was  for  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Oakland,  California,  and  was  well  known  and  loved  by  his 
large  number  of  friends. 

Francis  Asbury  Shaw,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  April  27,  1832; 
died  April  10,  1915.  The  distinguished  brother  was  a  pioneer  of  Cali- 
fornia, having  arrived  at  Hangtown  on  the  8th  of  September,  1850,  and 
lived  in  this  State  until  1870. 

British  Columl)ia  :  Israel  Wood  Powell,  first  Grand  Master  of  the 
jurisdiction;  born  April  27,  1837;  died  February  25,  1915. 

Connecticut :  Wilbur  S.  Comstock,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born 
August  16,  1849;  died  September  16,  1914. 

Colorado:  Harper  M.  Orahood,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  June  3, 
1841 ;  died  September  16,  1914. 

George  G.  Slater,  Grand  Tiler  since  1905;  born  January  25,  1849; 
died  October  8,  1914. 

Delaware:  Enoch  Moore,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  July  29,  1842; 
died  July  26,  1914. 

George  W.  Marshal,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  August  31,  1854; 
died  April  18.  1915. 

Florida  :  Henry  W.  Long,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  February 
3,  1831 ;  died  January  2,  1915. 

Georgia  :  John  Elwert  Redwine  Sr.,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master ; 
born  June  3,  1823;  died  January  2,  1915. 

John  Robert  Wilkinson,  Grand  Junior  Warden;  born  June  20,  1856; 
died  April  7,  1915. 

Illinois  :  Edward  Cook,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  September  20, 
1836;  died  May  20,  1915. 

Iowa :  George  Washington  Ball,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  June 
7,  1847;  died  July  18,  1915. 

Kansas  :  Erasmus  T.  Carr,  Past  Grand  Junior  Warden  and  Past 
Grand  Secretary;  born  October  25,  1825;  died  May  12,  1915. 

David  Blin  Fuller,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  January  18,  1853; 
died  May  17,  1915. 

Kentucky:  Henry  Bostwick,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  November 
14,  1827 ;  died  August  20,  1914. 

Warren  Larue  Thomas,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  January  25,  1845; 
died  November  24,  1914. 
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Manitoba  :  John  Leslie,  Past  Grand  A/Iastcr ;  born  August  16,  1852 ; 
died  February  13,  1915. 

Maryland:  John  Mcrriken  Carter,  C^rand  Master  1878-1879;  born 
February  5.  1843;  died  July  3,  1915. 

Massachusetts:  Thomas  White  Davis,  Recording  Grand  Secretary; 
died  December  29,  1914. 

Michigan:  William  Wente,  Grand  Treasurer  1894-1914;  born 
February  22,  1848;  died  February  25,  1915. 

Minnesota  :  Edgar  Nash,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  ;  born  1832 ; 
died  June  6,  1915. 

Mississippi:  Frank  Burkitt,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  January 
5,  1843;  died  November  18,  1914. 

John  Y.  Murry,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  May  6,  1829;  died  July 
12,  1915. 

Nebraska  :  Harry  Porter  Deuel,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  Decem- 
ber 11,  1836;  died  November  23,  1914. 

Martin  Dunham;  born  November  10,  1836;  died  February  18,  1915. 

John  Jackson  Mercer,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  January  1,  1833; 
died  February  25,  1915. 

Charles  J.  Phelps,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  September  13,  1839; 
died  August  24,  1915. 

Albert  Wallace  Crites,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  May  12,  1848; 
died  August  23,  1915. 

Nevada :  Joseph  A.  Miller,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born  February 
7,  1846;  died  December  8,  1914. 

Philippine  Islands :  Burton  Whitcomb.  Deputy  Grand  Master ; 
born  December  16,  1855;  died  July  8,  1915. 

Texas :  Augustus  Weyman  Plouston  Sr.,  Past  Grand  Master ; 
born  1850;  died  February  21,  1915. 

Tennessee :  Henry  Hurlbert  Ingersoll,  Past  Grand  Master ;  born 
January  20,  1844;  died  March  12,  1915. 

Washington :  Isaac  Parker,  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden ;  born 
March  4,  1829;  died  October  13,  1914. 

Wyoming:  Frank  M.  Foote,  Past  Grand  Master;  born  May  26, 
1846;  died  November  13,  1914. 

William  L.  Kuykendall,  Grand  Secretary  for  twenty-nine  years ; 
died  March  8,  1915. 

Virginia:  Alfred  Ransom  Courtney,  Past  Grand  ^NFaster;  born 
November  7,  1833 ;  died  November  4,  1914. 

William  H.  Pleasants,  Past  Grand  Master;  died  November  25,  1915. 
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RELATIONS   WITH   OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 

I  am  pleased  to  advise  the  Grand  Lodge  that  our  relations  with 
our  sister  jurisdictions  are  still  pleasant,  harmonious,  and  conducive  to 
the  general  welfare  of  the  Craft  whithersoever  dispersed. 

The  one  aggravating  source  of  friction  between  Grand  Lodges,  as 
it  has  been  brought  home  to  me,  is  that  of  securing  reimbursement 
from  subordinate  Lodges  of  otlier  jurisdictions,  for  relief  extended,  or 
money  advanced  to  members  of  such  Lodges  sojourning  within  our 
midst. 

The  idea  has  been  advanced  on  one  or  two  occasions  that  the 
general  practice  of  the  fraternity  is  for  each  individual  Lodge  to  be 
responsible  for,  and  take  care  of,  all  Masons  within  its  jurisdiction; 
that  is  to  say,  of  all  sojourning  nearer  that  Lodge  than  any  other  Lodge, 
irrespective  of  the  particular  lodge  or  jurisdiction  wherein  they  hold 
their  membership.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  such  a  plan  of  procedure 
will  not  work  out  well  in  practice,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  discouraged. 
If  our  members  leave  us  and  go  into  foreign  lands  or  jurisdictions,  we 
cannot  know  or  appreciate  their  actual  needs  and  we  must  rely  to  a 
great  extent  upon  the  investigations  and  conclusions  of  those  Masons 
who  may  be  upon  the  ground.  However.  I  do  not  believe  that  we 
should  deliberately  deliver  into  someone  else's  keeping,  the  sole  responsi- 
bility of  determining  the  amount  of  relief  or  succor  which  shall  be 
accorded,  together  with  the  degree  of  worthiness  to  be  attributed,  to 
a  member  of  one  of  our  own  Lodges.  His  individual  merits  or  demerits 
which  may  be  known  to  us  alone,  will  operate  in  arriving  at  the  amount 
of  relief  of  which  he  should  be  the  recipient.  For  that  reason  it  is  my 
belief  that  the  more  rational  course  to  pursue  is  for  each  subordinate 
Lodge  to  consider  itself  in  duty  bound  to  take  care  of  its  own  members 
wherever  they  may  be,  as  their  necessities  may  be  brought  to  its  atten- 
tion and  as  their  worthiness  may  be  understood  and  appreciated,  and 
in  furtherance  of  this  end  that  it  should  regard  it  as  its  duty  to 
reimburse  any  Lodge  which  may  have  expended  moneys,  upon  its  request 
or  authorization,  for  one  of  its  own  members. 

In  addition,  I  believe  that  much  embarrassment  will  be  saved  future 
Grand  Masters  if,  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  they  be  authorized  to  refuse 
to  enter  into  correspondence  with  other  Grand  Masters  for  the  purpose 
of  seeking  reimbursement  for  moneys  expended,  unless  some  sort  of  an 
authorization  has  been  received  by  the  Lodge  asking  for  reimbursement, 
from  the  Lodge  of  which  the  recipient  of  assistance  was  a  member,  in- 
dicating the  character  of  the  relief  for  which  such  Lodge  would  be  held 
responsible.  If  other  jurisdictions  refuse  to  reimburse  our  subordinate 
Lodges  for  assistance  rendered  to  Masons  who  are  in  possession  of  all 
of  the  evidence  which  show  them  entitled  to  Masonic  relief,  simply 
because  the  granting  of  relief  was  not  authorljod  by  such  foreign 
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jurisdiction — and  I  can  assure  you  that  that  has  been  the  case  in 
several  instances  brought  to  my  attention  during  the  past  year — then 
it  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  protection  to  our  own  subordinate 
Lodges,  and  as  a  saving  of  time  and  useless  effort  of  future  Grand 
Masters,  that  no  request  for  reimbursement  should  be  recognized  ex- 
cept in  the  face  of  an  authorization  for  the  original  expenditure. 

I  inherited  from  my  predecessor  a  controversy  with  the  Grand 
Master  of  Pennsylvania  over  the  initiation  by  two  of  our  Lodges  of 
two  petitioners  who  had  theretofore  been  rejected  by  Lodges  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  over  whom  Pennsylvania  claimed  perpetual  jurisdiction. 

I  endeavored  to  persuade  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  that 
our  Lodges  in  California  had  acted  in  perfect  good  faith  in  the  matter ; 
that  they  were  unaware  of  the  claim  to  perpetual  jurisdiction  indulged 
in  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that,  although  inquiries 
had  been  made  by  them  of  the  Lodges  in  Pennsylvania  which  had  there- 
tofore rejected  the  material  applying  in  California,  no  intimation  had 
been  conveyed  of  any  objections  on  the  part  of  the  Lodges  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  they  had  acted  on  the  assumption  that  no  objection 
existed. 

In  addition,  I  was  led  to  admonish  the  Grand  Master  of  Penn- 
sylvania that  "the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  does  not  recognize  in 
any  degree  at  all  your  claim  to  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected 
candidates  applying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your  Grand  Lodge.  We 
consider  a  candidate  who  has  resided  for  at  least  one  year  within  this 
jurisdiction,  and  who  is  in  good  faith  a  citizen  of  this  State,  available 
material  for  membership  here,  if  he  possesses  the  requisite  qualifications 
in  other  respects. 

"While  at  all  times  our  Lodges  will  be  most  desirous,  of  course,  of 
submitting  to  your  Grand  Lodge  requests  for  waiver  of  jurisdiction, 
and  for  information  and  advice  as  to  the  character  and  standing  of 
proposed  candidates  for  initiation  here  who  may  theretofore  have 
petitioned  in  Pennsylvania,  nevertheless  we  decline  to  be  bound  or  to 
recognize  the  rule  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  as  contended  for  by  your 
Grand  Lodge,  and  I  apprehend  that  it  would  be  unprofitable  further  to 
discuss,  either  the  reasons  for,  or  the  righteousness  of,  our  conduct 
in  so  doing." 

In  spite  of  the  circumstances  as  above  outlined,  however,  the  edict 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  issued  against  the  Brethren  and 
they  cannot  hope  for  Masonic  recognition,  or  the  privilege  of  Masonic 
intercourse  in  Pennsylvania,  and  I  doubt  not  that  that  result  will 
follow  in  every  instance  of  like  character  where  we  initiate  a  candidate 
whom  we  have  considered  proper  to  share  in  our  privileges  in  California, 
but  against  whom  objection  may  be  raised  by  some  individual  in 
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Pennsylvania.  Nevertheless,  as  a  matter  of  comity,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  harmonious  relations  which  should  exist  between 
Grand  Lodges,  as  fully  as  possible,  T  have  consistently  endeavored  to 
make  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  withdrawal  of 
its  objection,  whenever  its  rejected  material  was  under  consideration, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  failure  to  ol)tain  such  withdrawal,  have  advised 
our  own  lodges  who  have  asked  information,  that  they  could,  with  the 
utmost  propriety  under  California  law,  proceed  and  confer  the  degrees 
upon  the  petitioner  if  he  were  acceptable  to  them,  despite  the  fact 
of  the  objection  and  proposed  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

CONFERENCE  OV  GRAND  MASTERS. 

Early  in  December  of  last  year  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  very  courteous 
communication  from  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Oregon 
asking  me  as  to  what  action,  if  ;iny,  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  had  taken 
with  reference  to  the  proposed  Convention  of  Grand  Masters  for  1915 
in  California. 

It  seems  that  he  had  not  theretofore  been  apprised  of  the  action  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  matter  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  our 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  at  the  Annual  Communication  two  years 
ago.  I  thereupon  transmitted  to  him  a  copy  of  the  report  and  reso- 
lutions then  adopted  and  in  addition  felt  constrained  to  offer  this 
personal  suggestion  of  my  own  : 

"In  line  with  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  if  your 
Grand  Lodge  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  suggest  the  holding  of 
such  a  convocation  as  above  mentioned,  in  California  in  1915, 
you  can  rest  assured  that  insofar  as  the  holding  of  the  same 
is  concerned  you  will  have  my  earnest  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance. It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia declines,  and  m  my  own  judgment  properly,  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  such  convocation  having  for  its  ultimate  end 
the  establishment  of  a  National  or  other  governing  body  of 
Masonry.  We  in  California  purpose  not  thus  to  abdicate  our 
sovereignty  in  matters  Masonic  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

Thereupon  I  received  a  further  communication  from  the  Grand 
Master  of  Oregon,  in  which  he  said  : 

"We  here  cannot  be  unmindful  of  the  delicacy  of  your 
proposal  to  make  any  arrangement  during  1915  to  afford  facili- 
ties and  hospitality,  always  so  ready,  within  your  jurisdiction 
to  us  and  others  for  such  a  convention  to  be  held  in  your  State, 
nor  unmindful  at  the  same  time  that  this  delicacy  is  strained 
by  the  official  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  your  jurisdiction 
practically   regardmg   the   matters   which    set   the  movement 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


305 


originally  on  foot  through  the  suggestion  of  Brother  Burnett 
as  a  disposition  to  create  a  governing  body  usurping  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

"Far  he  it  from  us,  therefore,  to  suggest  any  course  of 
conduct,  and  particularly  to  carry  it  on  in  your  jurisdiction 
which  in  its  ultimate  results  might  he  or  become  in  any  wise 
distasteful  or  inharmonious. 

"So  this  suggestion  is  ofifered,  and  believe  me  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  utmost  consideration,  would  it  not  be  better  for 
•Oregon  to  make  her  own  arrangement  to  convene  and  afford 
these  people  facilities  and  hospitality  inasmuch  as  the  intima- 
tions first  came  from  here  and  any  compromise  of  the  attitude 
of  your  Grand  Lodge  by  the  mere  receiving  and  entertaining 
of  them  could  thereby  be  avoided. 

"My  anxiety  is,  while  affording  these  brethren  a  chance  to 
meet  and  showing  them  courtesy  and  hospitality,  yet  it  shall 
be  with  that  humility  and  considerate  aspect  of  mind  which  will 
always  preserve  and  keep  the  harmonious  relation  that  I  am 
happy  to  say  the  annals  of  our  institution  show  have  never  been 
sullied  by  any  untoward  instance  between  your  Grand  Juris- 
diction and  this  of  ours. 

"Will  you  please  give  me,  therefore,  at  your  convenience 
your  frank  expression  on  this  subject,  for  it  will  relieve  me  of  ■ 
considerable  embarrassment  to  be  able  to  announce  to  these 
Brethren  a  definite  course  which  will  be  for  their  refusal  or 
adoption." 

Thereupon  I  felt  emboldened  to  dispatch  the  following  letter  in 
reply  : 

"January  9th,  1915. 

"Mr.  WiUiam  C.  Bristol 

Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Oregon, 
Portland,  Oregon. 

"Most  WorshipI'UL  Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  Sth 
instant  is  at  hand. 

"You  can  readih/  realize  that  I  am  laboring  under  some 
considerable  embarrassment  in  connection  with  your  proposed 
convention  of  Grand  Masters  in  California  in  1915.  As  is 
obvious  to  you,  our  own  Grand  Lodge  has  taken  a  decidedly 
adverse  attitude  to  participation  in  such  a  convention.  It  would 
ill  become  me  therefore,  as  Grand  Master,  to  do  anything  which 
would  encourage  the  holding  of  such  a  convention,  much  less 
to  participate  in  its  deliberations.  Acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  resolution  transmitted  to  you  I  would  deem  it  my  duty, 
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as  well  as  my  incxprcssi1)lc  pleasure,  to  see  that  a  plaee  was 
provided  in  San  Francisco  for  the  holding  of  your  convention. 
I  would  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  afford  you  every  con- 
venience and  comfort  which  the  hospitality  of  the  Masons 
of  California  could  reasonably  suggest.  I  would  perforce,  how- 
ever, feel  constrained  to  liold  myself  aloof  from  the  convention 
and  could  in  no  wise  do  anything  which  would  give  to  it 
official  sanction,  as  emanating  from  the  Grand  Master's  station. 

''If  you  desire  to  hold  a  convention  this  year  and  feel 
that  better  results  could  be  secured  by  the  holding  of  it  in 
California,  rest  assured  that  I  will  use  every  means  at  my 
command  to  see  that  the  proper  opportunity  is  presented  you 
and  that  your  stay  among  us  is  a  pleasant  one.  Other  than 
that,  however,  I  feel  that  my  hands  are  tied. 

"From  what  has  gone  before  do  not  draw  the  inference 
that  I  am  not  in  full  accord  with  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
here  in  California  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  holding  such 
a  convention  as  is  herein  under  consideration.  On  the  contrary 
the  spirit  and  purpose  which  moved  our  Grand  Lodge  to  take 
the  action  it  did  meets  with  my  hearty  concurrence. 

"Trusting  that  I  may  be  afforded  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
press to  you  sometime  in  person,  those  high  considerations 
■    which  have  ever  been  entertained  by  the  Masons  of  California 
for  their  loyal  and  lovable  fraters  of  Oregon,  I  am  as  ever, 

"Fraternally   yours,  Benjamin   F.  Bledsoe, 

Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  California." 

Thereupon  I  was  adviserl  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Oregon  that  he 
would  cause  invitations  to  be  sent  out  for  a  conference  of  Grand 
Masters  to  meet  in  Portland  some  time  during  the  year.  In  pursuance 
thereof  your  Grand  Master  was  in  receipt  of  an  invitation  dated 
August  7th,  1915,  directed  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Juris- 
dictions of  the  United  States,  Canada,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  and 
the  York  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico  to  meet  in  conference  in  the  City  of 
Portland  on  the  5th,  6th  and  7th  of  the  present  month.  In  keeping 
with  my  former  attitude  in  the  premises  I  felt  constrained  fraternally 
to  decline  this  very  kind  invitation,  and  have  since  been  advised  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  Oregon  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  jurisdictions  named  found  it  impossible 
to  be  present,  and  several  like  myself  expressed  opposition  to  the 
meeting,  it  was  determined  that  the  proposed  conference  should  not 
be  held. 
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THE  mcGrEw  cask. 

It  will  be  a  matter  of  genuine  information,  I  apprehend,  to  those 
who  have  been  somewhat  constant  attendants  upon  this  (irand  Lodge, 
to  learn  that  a  controversy  approaching  in  seriousness  a  casus  belli, 
has  existed  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts over  a  subject  which  has  never  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  this  Grand  Body.  Past  Grand  Master  Hart,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  has  presented  the  subject  in 
considerable  detail  in  his  last  Annual  Report,  and  therein  he  quotes 
from  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
wherein  it  is  said  that  the  apparent  absence  of  effort  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California  to  learn  or  consider  the  feelings  and  position  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  leads  "your  committee  to  feel  that 
the  subject  has  not  been  treated  with  the  consideration  due  from  one 
Grand  Lodge  to  another ;''  the  Committee  then  go  on  to  suggest 
that  they  do  not  think  it  advisable  "at  present"  to  recommend  the  sus- 
pension of  Correspondence  and  of  Masonic  Relations  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California,  yet  they  do  in  no  uncertain  or  ambiguous  language 
reaffirm  their  position,  with  the  intention,  apparently,  of  awaiting  some 
action  on  our  part  before  taking  final  action  on  theirs. 

Manifestly  and  assuredly  there  has  been  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  treat  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  with 
any  discourtesy,  and  this  because  of  the  fact  that  no  reference  to  th? 
controversy  has  ever  been  made  in  this  Grand  Lodge  and  consequently 
it  cannot  justly  be  charged  with  any  sins  either  of  commission  or  of 
omission.  The  matter  having  been  brought  to  my  attention,  however, 
in  the  manner  hereinabove  indicated,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  it  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  such  consideration  and  action  upon  its  part  as 
may  be  deemed  meet  in  the  premises. 

Very  briefly,  as  culled  from  the  Report  of  the  Correspondence 
Committee,  the  facts  are,  that  one  G.  R  G.  McGrew  was  expelled 
from  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  1894.  In  1904 
he  presented  his  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  for 
restoration  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  After  hearing 
before  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  after  action  by  that 
body,  the  petition  was  denied,  but  the  petitioner  was  granted  leave, 
however,  to  withdraw  his  petition  for  restoration.  He  was  advised 
by  letter  in  1905  of  the  receipt  and  consideration  of  the  petition  and 
that  "after  a  full  discussion  it  was  decided  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw."  Thereafter  in  1906  application  was  made  in  behalf 
of  McGrew  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts  that  he  exerri=e 
his  prerogative  and  reinstate  McGrew  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry,  which  application,  however,  was  denied  by  the  Grand  Master 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  take  the  action  requested. 
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The  petitioner  tliereafter  in  1907  applied  to  Durant  Lodge  No.  268 
for  affiliation,  using  the  letter  whieh  liad  heen  transmitted  to  him  as 
hereinabove  referred  to,  as  a  diniit.  It  seems  that  the  letter  was 
accepted  by  Durant  Lodge  as  a  dimit  and  the  petitioner  was  dulv 
elected  to  membership  therein. 

Irrespective  of  any  other  considerations  which  may  have  to  do  with 
a  solution  of  the  contro\  crsy,  assuming  the  verity  of  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  Massachusetts  report,  tliese  facts  seem  to  stand  out  in 
the  forefront  of  anv  discussion  of  the  case,  viz.,  that  McGrew  was 
regularly  expelled  by  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  ;  that  he  has 
never  been  restored  to  membership  by  that  body ;  that,  knowing  that 
he  had  been  expelled  and  knowing  that  he  had  not  been  restored  to 
membership,  he  nevertlieless  secured  admission  into  a  Lodge  in  Cali- 
fornia by  the  use  of  a  paper  which  it  would  seem  he  knew  was  not 
intended  as  a  dimit,  but  which  he  presented  to  Durant  Lodge  in  this 
State,  as  a  dimit  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  If  these 
facts  be  true  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  is  considerable  impropriety 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  permitting  one  of  its  subordinate 
Lodges  to  liarlxir  and  hold  out  to  the  world  as  worthy  of  Masonic 
consideration  and  intercourse  a  man  who  has  been  regularly  expelled 
from  Masonry,  and  wlio  has  never  been  restored  thereto. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Brother  McGrew  acted  in  good  faith 
throughout  the  proceeding  and  himself  actually  believed  that  the  paper 
transmitted  to  him  in  1905  was  a  dimit  or  Certificate  of  Withdrawal 
from  Masonry  in  Alassachusetts,  then  lie  is  the  victim  of  an  unjust  im- 
putation because  of  the  publication  of  the  reports  as  hereinabove  set 
forth  and  is  entitled  to  vindication  in  some  fashion  in  the  tribunals 
of  this  fraternity. 

I  therefore  recommend  tliat  the  controversy  in  the  matter  of 
G.  H.  G.  INIcGrew  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  of 
tliis  Grand  Lodge  with  rcf|urst  tliat  they  consider  the  same  and  report 
such  action  as,  in  their  judgment,  should  be  taken  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  order  that  justice  may  be  done  and  that  the  good  name  of 
our  fraternity  in  California  may  not  be  permitted  to  fall  into  disrepute. 

NATIONAL   GRAND   LODGE  OF  FRANCE. 

My  distinguished  predecessor,  Judge  Murphey,  last  year  recom- 
mended the  recognition  by  us  of  the  Independent  National  Grand 
Lodge  of  France.  In  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from 
the  records,  no  final  action  was  taken  on  that  reconmiendation,  it 
having  been  referred  to  the  incoming  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Communication,  however,  I  have  been  in 
receipt  of  correspondence  and  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
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Relations  of  the  Grand  Lodj^e  of  Massachusetts,  and  from  that  repon 
it  would  seem  as  if  some  of  the  claims  made  in  behalf  of  the  aforesaid 
Independent  National  Grand  Lodge  of  France  were  without  foundation. 
From  the  report  presented  to  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Holy  Bible  is 
upon  the  Altar  during  the  time  a  Lodge  is  open.  It  seems  also  as 
definitely  established,  according  to  the  writer  of  the  Massachusetts 
report,  that  the  Independent  National  Grand  Lodge  had  not  been 
recognized  at  all  by  England ;  that  tlie  members  affiliating  therewith 
"treated  the  matter  as  a  humorous  transaction"  and  stated  "that  the 
nev/  body  did  not  consist  of  more  than  two  existing  Lodges  with  a 
possible  third,  and  that  there  were  not  probably  more  than  sixty  mem- 
bers all  told ;  that  its  head  was  one  Ribaucort,  who  until  within  a  year 
had  been  active  in  the  Grand  Orient,  with  which  all  English-speaking 
(jrand  Lodges  severed  connection  in  1877."  In  view  of  these  statements 
it  would  seem  to  me  hardly  advisable  to  extend  recognition  to  the 
Independent  National  Grand  Lodge  of  France. 

GRAND   ORIENT   Ol<  ITALY. 

During  the  course  of  the  past  spring  your  Grand  Master,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Filmer,  Past  Grand  Master  Hart,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  some  other  Brethren, 
met  with  Past  Grand  Master  Ernesto  Nathan  and  Grand  Master  Ferrari, 
of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  who  were  extremely  desirous  that 
fraternal  recognition  should  be  accorded  by  our  Grand  Lodge  to  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Italy. 

We  ascertained  at  this  conference  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy 
now  conforms  in  every  substantial  respect  to  the  requirements,  as  we 
understand  them,  of  regularity  in  Free  Masonry.  The  regular  Blue 
Lodge  degrees  are  divorced  from,  and  are  no  longer  under  the  control 
or  dominion  of,  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies  in  Italy.  The  Bible  is 
recognized  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  their  faith,  and  there  would  seem 
tc  be  no  reason  why  the  regular  Italian  Alasons  in  California  should 
not  be  permitted  to  hold  Masonic  intercourse  with  their  Brethren  of 
Ihe  old  country  holding  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Orient  therein.  It 
Vi^as  emphatically  stated  to  Grand  Master  Ferrari,  however,  that  the 
(irand  Orient  of  Italy  had  invaded  several  American  jurisdictions  and 
established  Italian  Lodges  therein ;  that  so  long  as  this  course  was 
persisted  in  we  could  not,  having  due  regard  to  the  amenities  of  the 
occasion  as  between  our  sister  American  jurisdictions  and  ourselves, 
give  countenance  to  the  claims  of  regularity  and  conformity  on  the 
part  of  the  Gr.and  Orient  of  Italy.  We  did,  however,  assure  them 
that  it  would  be  a  pleasure  for  us  to  be  able  to  extend  fraternal  recog- 
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nition  to  the  Grand  OriciU  and  tliat  snch  might  be  accomplished  were 
the  charters  of  the  Lodges  in  our  sister  jurisdictions  hereinabove 
referred  to  withdrawn.  This,  it  was  promised,  would  be  done.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  the  incoming  Grand  Master  be  authorized 
to  extend  recognition  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  when  he  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  Grand  Orient  is  no  longer  invading  any  of  our 
American  jurisdictions. 

NATIONAL  ^[ASONIC  SANATORIUM. 

Last  fall  T  was  advised  by  an  institution  known  and  entitled  as 
"The  National  IMasonic  Sanatorium  Association,"  that  an  association 
had  been  formed  by  the  Masons  of  Texas,  whose  purposes  were  the 
building,  acquisition,  ownership  and  maintenance  of  a  sanatorium  or 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  all  ]\L'isons  and  members  of  their  im- 
mediate families  who  might  be  afflicted  with  tuberculosis. 

It  was  stated  that  the  association  would  erect  in  the  near  future 
a  l)uilding  which  would  cost  not  less  than  $250,000.00,  and  that  the 
outside  buildings,  equipinent  and  other  conveniences  would  cost  not  less 
than  a  like  sum,  in  addition.  The  purpose  was  to  establish  the 
sanatorium  near  San  x\ntonio,  the  climate  of  which  was  vouched  for 
as  being  peculiarly  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients. 

Request  was  made  for  assistance  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  also  for  leave  to  circulate  requests  for  contributions  from 
our  subordinate  Lodges.  To  this  invitation  I  felt  constrained  to  reply 
tliat,  in  my  judgment,  a  National  Sanatorium  along  the  lines  indicated 
would  not  work  out  with  tlie  practicality,  effectiveness  and  harmony 
which  ought  to  attach  to  an  institution  given  over  to  such  purposes. 
I  was  fearful  that  l<^o  many  varying  interests  would  conflict  in  any 
such  institution,  natif)nal  in  its  scope  and  extent,  and  therefore  I  felt 
constrained  to  withliold  my  official  approval  in  the  matter.  My  per- 
mission to  circulate  requests  among  the  Lodges  in  this  Slate  for 
contributions  was  also  denied  upon  the  same  grounds. 

MASONiC  WAR  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

The  one  prominent,  yea  pre-eminent  feature  of  the  liistory  of  the 
}ear  just  passed,  has,  of  course,  been  the  almost  world-wide  war  which 
has  waged  its  ruthless  and  devastating  way  across  the  face  of  nearly 
the  entire  continent  of  Europe,  leaving  in  its  wake,  death,  desolation, 
sorrow  and  suffering.  It  stands  without  parallel  as  the  greatest 
catastrophe  in  the  annals  of  the  globe,  seemingly,  to  us,  a  causeless, 
purposeless  and  useless  destruction  of  life,  property,  liberty  and 
incalculable  treasure. 
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That  it  should  liave  laid  heavy  Irihntc  upon  the  sympathy  and 
compassion  of  the  civilized  world  was  ohvidus;  that  Freemasonry, 
giving  due  heed  to  the  cries  coming  out  of  the  wilderness  of  woe, 
should  have  heen  touched,  as  it  has  never  heen  touched  before,  on  its 
sympathetic  side,  was  but  the  natural  result  of  our  teachings,  our 
associations  and  our  practices. 

In  response  to  the  pleas  of  mercy  and  humanity  in  this  behalf, 
it  was  felt  by  some  that  a  national  organized  movement  of  Masons 
should  be  had,  and  as  a  result  early  in  November  of  last  year  a 
telegram  was  received  by  your  Grand  Master,  from  William  B.  Melish, 
Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United 
States,  couched  in  the  following  language : 

"As  Grand  Master  you  are  fraternally  urged  to  attend  in 
person  or  by  proxy  a  conference  to  be  held  in  Cincinnati  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  of  next  week  at  the  Hotel  Sinton,  to  form 
the  Masonic  War  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States, 
organized  to  collect  funds  for  the  relief  of  Alasons,  their 
families,  their  widows  and  orphans,  many  of  them  made  desti- 
tute by  the  terrible  ravages  of  war  in  Europe. 

"It  is  proposed  that  the  Advisory  Committee  shall  consist 
of  the  several  Grand  Masters,  who  will  be  appealed  to  to  solicit 
contributions  from  their  several  Grand  Lodges  and  from 
Grand  Lodge  funds.  Ohio  stands  ready  in  her  Grand  Lodge 
and  other  Grand  Bodies  to  do  her  full  duty.  The  Grand  Offi- 
cers of  the  National  Bodies  of  Free  Masonry  will  engage  in 
this  work  locally  and  will  attend  conference.  Special  attention 
will  be  given  to  the  needs  of  Masonic  Brethren  in  Belgium. 
Here  is  a  very  pressing  need  of  relief  for  Masons  and  their 
families  in  nearly  all  the  countries  engaged  in  this  horrible 
war. 

"It  is  proposed  that  the  appeal  to  Masons  and .  Masonic 
Bodies  shall  go  out  as  near  an  agreed  date  as  possible,  say 
about  December  First  to  Fifth. 

"I  trust  you  will  give  your  official  approval  and  co-operation 
in  this  great  work  and  ask  your  prompt  reply  by  telegraph." 

It  being  impossible  for  me  to  attend  this  conference  in  person, 
and  our  Very  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Whicher,  being 
at  the  time  on  his  vacation,  and  in  Chicago,  he  very  kindly  consented 
to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  represent  me  as  my  proxy  thereat.  After  the 
conference  had  been  held  as  planned,  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  report  from 
Brother  Whicher  relative  to  what  had  taken  place,  and  in  which  I 
was  advised  by  him  of  the  conclusions  reached.    It  seemed  that  tlie 
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plight  of  Belgium  tlion  appealed  particularly  to  tlie  sympathies  of  those 
present,  althougli  it  was  linally  decided  to  make  whatever  relief  was 
determined  upon  applicable  to  all  comilries  and  all  classes  of  deserving 
£utTerers;  something  like  44  jurisdictions  out  of  49  had  wired  Brother 
iMelish  that  they  favored  a  National  Masonic  Relief  Association, 
and,  in  consequence,  Brother  Whicher,  while  explaining  to  the  con- 
ference our  attitude  as  voiced  1)y  the  report  of  the  War  Relief  Com- 
mittee adopted  at  our  last  Annual  Communication,  nevertheless  assured 
them  that  California  would  how  to  the  judgment  of  the  others  and 
would  contrihutc  her  full  share  of  whati'xer  might  be  required.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  lirtjlhcr  W'hiclicr's  report  and  the  formal  appeal  which 
was  sent  out  by  the  Conference,  I  endeavored  to  give  the  matter  my 
earnest  and  most  prayerful  consideration,  and  also  advised  at  some 
length  with  other  Grand  Officers.  In  this  behalf  I  recalled  to  mind 
the  language  of  the  report  of  the  aiwve-mentioned  committee  adopted 
l)y  this  C.rand  Lodge  one  year  ago,  in  wdiich  we  said: 

"This  subject  needs  consideration  from  a  calm,  sensible  and 
well-balanced  standpoint,  free  from  the  hysteria  incident  to 
times  of  war.  and  the  rashness  to  assist  without  knowing  wdiere 
and  how  to  appl\-  the  projicr  and  rulequate  relief.  California 
has  a  world-wide  reputation  for  its  liumanity,  sympathy  with 
tlie  distressed  and  assistance  with  substantial  aid.  The  Masonic 
iM-aternity  of  tin's  great  .State  and  jurisdiction  will  not  be 
found  wanting  when  the  time  comes  to  give  aid  in  this  instance, 
but  w^e  do  not  believe  that  that  time  has  come. 

"We  beg  leave  to  here  quote  the  time-worn  adage : 
'Charity  begins  at  home.'  How  many  men  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction who  are  members  of  the  Craft,  have  answered  the  call 
for  the  reservist  and  gone  to  the  front  while  their  families 
remain  here,  possibly  in  need?  We  will  not  have  the  answer 
until  matters  adjust  themselves  and  when  the  little  savings 
upon  which  existence  is  now  dependent  have  been  exhausted." 

Thereupon  I  was  constrained  to  transmit  to  Brother  Melish,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Masonic  War  Relief 
Association,  which  was  formed  by  conferees  at  Cincinnati,  the  following 
communication  : 

"Mr.  W.  B.  Melish,  Esq., 

Chainuau  Bxccutive  Coiniuiftcc, 

Masonic  ITur  Relief  .  1  ssocialioii, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
"Most  Worshipi-ul  Sir:    Realizing  the  responsibility  rest- 
ing upon  me.  as  the  executive  head  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
in  California,  in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the  War 
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Relief  Association  and  of  your  request  for  a  contribution  thereto 
in  aid  of  the  stricken  and  suffering  ones  in  and  about  the  war 
zone  in  Europe,  I  have  given  the  matter  earnest  and  prayerful 
thought,  and  liave  taken  counsel  with  many  of  the  distinguished 
Brethren  in  my  State. 

"It  stands,  of  course,  as  true,  that  California  desires  not  to 
be  considered  as  a  laggard  in  any  sense  of  the  word  in  the 
matter  of  Masonic  charity.  It  stands  also  as  true,  that  we 
of  this  State  are  profoundly  indebted  to  the  Masons  of  the 
world  generally  for  remedial  assistance  of  a  substantial  nature, 
extended  to  us  in  most  generous  mood  at  the  time  when  our 
future  looked  black  indeed.  This  grateful  spirit  upon  our  part, 
however,  which  I  know  will  grow  within  us  as  the  years  roll 
on,  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  cause  me  to  fail  to  keep 
in  mind  those  considerations  of  duty  and  of  good  ethics  which 
should  never  actuate  those  possessed  of  executive  authority 
in  our  fraternity. 

""'As  an  individual,  my  heart  goes  out  to  the  suffering 
citizens  of  Belgium;  as  an  individual,  I  have  contributed,  and 
purpose  in  the  future  to  contribute  again,  to  such  funds  as 
may  be  collected  for  their  assistance  and  benefit.  As  a  Mason, 
however,  and  particularly  as  the  Grand  Master  of  the  entire 
Masonic  Brotherhood  of  California,  I  feel  that  I  am  not  author- 
ized to  divert  any  of  the  funds  of  our  order  to  the  relief  of 
the  Belgians,  liowsoever  greatly  they  may  be  suffering  and 
irrespective  of  their  present  actual  needs ;  and  this  for  the 
reason  that  to  do  so  would,  without  doubt,  excite  adverse 
criticism  on  the  part  of  our  good  German  Brethren,  of  whom 
we  have  many  in  California,  and  who,  entertaining  the  feeling 
which  they  do  that  their  mother  country  is  rightfully  at  war  with 
Belgium,  would  naturally  and  with  reason,  resent  any  show  of 
preference  or  s\'mpathy  for  the  people  of  Belgium  evidenced 
by  such  action  as  I  have  referred  to  above. 

"If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  sliould  take  the  broader  view 
of  the  situation,  as  seems  to  have  been  taken  laterly  at  the 
conference  at  Cincinnati  and  solicit  funds  for  the  relief  of 
those  generally  within  the  war  zone,  thereby  aiming  to  extend 
succor  to  all  in  need,  irrespective  of  their  nationality  or  creed, 
we  would  be  doing  the  tiling  whicli,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
Masonry,  of  all  insiitnlions  nn  e.irlli  should  not  deliberately 

to-wit  :  provide  additional  sinews  of  war  for  those  engaged 
in  human  slaughter.  Our  organization  does  not  stand  for  war, 
but  for  peace ;  that  peace  that  compasseth  the  human  under- 
standing, that  peace  that  ought  always  to  obtain  among  sentient 
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1)cings.  the  peace  that  Christ  taught  to  His  followers  on  earth, 
the  peace  that  ought  to  he  the  handmaiden  of  civilization  and 
of  intelligence;  and  if  this  horrihle  war  must  last  longer, 
leaving  in  its  wake  more  heart  breaks,  more  sorrow  and  more 
tears,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not  by  any  afifirmative  act 
of  ours,  as  an  institution,  do  ihat  thing  which  will  directly  or 
even  indirectly  accentuate  and  increase  the  horror  on  the  one 
side,  or  the  sorrow  and  suffering  on  the  other,  by  providing 
munitions  of  war  for  those  who  may  be  engaged  therein.  If  we 
gather  together  a  fund  and  send  it  across  the  water  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  sutYering  and  the  destitute 
of  the  various  countries  which  are  at  war.  I  cannot  rid  myself 
of  the  belief  that  we  are  thereby  materially  lessening  the  burden 
resting  upon  those  selfsame  countries,  and  are  thereby,  and  to 
a  substantial  degree  aiding,  if  not  inspiring,  them  to  a  pro- 
longation of  the  fearful  warfare  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

'"California  Masonry  will  willingly,  yea  gladly  submit  to 
any  sacrihce  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  relief  of  those  in 
distress,  but  feels  disinclined  to  extend  such  relief  when  the  real 
result  thereof  will  in  all  prol)ability  add  to,  rather  than  take 
from,  the  totality  of  human  suffering. 

"What  T  liave  said  before,  as  you  may  well  understand 
refers  to  the  situation  as  it  exists  at  the  present.  In  the  light 
of  new  developments  and  in  the  face  of  an  opportunity  for  the 
display  of  true  charity,  pure  and  undehled,  we  will  gladly  join 
with  you  in  any  movement  of  a  forward  looking  nature  for 
the  race. 

"With  sincerest  .'issurances  of  personal  regret  that  I  am 
unable  to  bring  myself  in  accord  with  your  own  views  of  the 
proprieties  on  the  present  occasion,  I  am. 

Cordially  and  fraternally  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe. 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  California." 

Since  that  time  the  progress  of  events  has  not  sufficed  to  change 
my  original  views  and  conclusions  in  the  premises,  but  I  am,  never 
tlieless,  siil)mitting  the  entire  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  time, 
without  any  reccnnmendation  other  than  such  as  is  apparent  from  tlie 
terms  of  my  letter  to  Brother  Melish,  with  the  confident  hope  and 
expectation,  however,  that  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  its  wisdom  and  mercy, 
will  conclude  to  do  the  thing  which  the  dictates  of  good  judgment,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  will  require  should  be  done. 
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It  is  only  proper,  liowcxcr,  lo  add,  that,  as  sii,u.<;cstcd  in  my  letter 
to  the  su1)ordinate  Lodges  on  ihis  snbjeet,  the  time  will  come,  and  my 
constant  prayer  is  that  it  may  come  soon,  when  Peace  will  once  more 
resume  her  wonted  sway ;  then  the  period  of  rehalnlitation  will  begin, 
then  the  constructive  dispositions  and  tendencies  of  our  natures  will 
be  appealed  to,  and  then  we  must  prove  ourselves  one  of  the  world's 
real  agencies  for  good  by  our  unstinted  efforts  to  do  good  to  all  the 
workl.  We  must,  now,  in  preparation  for  this  heaven-sent  task, 
reverse  the  time  worn  maxim,  and  in  time  of  war  prepare  for  peace. 
We  must  begin,  now,  to  garner  the  seed  wherewith  we  will  sow  the 
crop,  and  wherefrom  the  stricken  peoples  of  the  world  will  reap  the 
harvest,  of  true  friendsliip,  true  benevolence,  and  world-wide  brother- 
hood, of  which,  we  know,  in  a  saner  time,  their  portion  will  be  most 
ample.  Let  our  purses  be  filled,  even  as  our  hearts  will  be  willing; 
then  on  the  appointed  day  wdien  God  shall  call  on  the  better  Angels 
of  our  nature  to  wipe  away  the  tears  of  His  people,  love  wdll  engender 
forgiveness,  duty  will  demand  compliance,  and  preparedness  on  our  part 
will  permit  of  consummation. 

Hope  sometimes  outweighs  experience,  and  in  that  spirit  I  am 
looking  forward  with  unrestrained  expectancy  and  joy  to  the  day 
when  Freemasonry  shall  assist  in  permanently  planting  the  banner  of 
Civilization  on  the  far-flung  battle  line  of  the  Future,  whose  wars, 
God  grant,  will  be  waged  and  w'on,  without  blood  and  without  in- 
justice. 

"Were  half  the  pov/er  that  fdls  the  world  with  terror. 
Were  half  the  wealth  bestowed  on  camps  and  courts, 
Given  to  redeem  the  human  mind  from  error. 
There  were  no  need  of  arsenals  nor  forts." 

As  a  part  of  the  correspondence  had  w^ith  the  Relief  Association 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  all  of  which  is  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  its  inspection  and  perusal,  if  deemed  necessary,  I  append 
hereto  a  copy  of  the  last  bulletin  of  the  association,  which  shows  some- 
what in  detail  what  has  been  accomplished,  both  as  to  moneys  received 
and  relief  extended. 
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(THE    MASONIC    WAR    RELIEF    ASSOCIATION    OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES.    BULLETIN,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1915.) 

"The  work  of  the  Ma.sonic  War  Relief  Association  has 
been  carried  on  during  the  past  three  months,  and  witli  grati- 
iying  results.  An  appeal  reached  us  through  the  Supreme 
Council,  Scottish  Rite,  of  Greece,  asking  for  a  contriliution  for 
the  relief  of  Scottish  Rite  ]\Iasons  in  Servia.  'JMie  l^xecutive 
Committee  sent  $500  as  a  first  response,  and  has  asked  for  a 
more  complete  report  of  the  work  being  done.  A  response  has 
been  received  from  Servia  as  follows  :  'The  Supreme  Council 
of  Servia  sends  warmest  thanks  for  your  contribution  of  $500 
auid  for  your  humanitarian  act,  happy  that  they  can  mention, 
among  other  donors,  your  great  Body,  etc.  We  beg  you  to 
believe  in  our  most  devoted  fraternal  sentiments.  Jov  Alekse- 
jevic,  33°,  Grand  Chancellor.  Grand  vSecret;iry.' 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  Belgiiun  lias  granted  permission  to 
one  of  its  Lodges  to  meet  in  HoHand  and  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  Masonic  relief  among  Belgian  refugees  in  Holland.  We  liave 
sent  $500  in  answer  to  its  appeal. 

"The  amounts  contributed  !)>■  (n-and  lioches  from  June  15th 


to  September  15th.  1915,  are  as  foHows  : 

Grand  Lodges   $4,735.85 

Grand  Commanderies    155.00 

Grand  Chapters    4,080.50 

Temples  of  the  Shriners   292.00 

Scottish  Rite  Bodies    160.00 

From  Sundry  Sources    5.00 


$9,428.35 

"This  makes  the  total  receipts  of  the  Association  to  date 
as  follows  : 

Grand  Lodges   -.  $29,487.38 

Grand  Commanderies    10.061.84 

Grand  Chapters    12,740.75 

Temples  of  the  Shriners   8.947.91 

Scottish  Rite  Bodies    1,785.00 

From  Sundry  Sources    2,258.42 


$65,281.30 
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"During  the  past  three  months  the  Masonic  War  Relief 
Association  has,  by  order  of  its  Executive  Committee,  sent  the 
following  amounts  to  Europe  : 

Supreme  Council,  Scottish  Rite,  of  Belgium. ...$1,000.00 
Branch  in  London  of  Masonic  War  Relief  Ass'n 

(partly    for    Orphans'    Fund,    children  of 

soldiers)    1,000.00 

Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Switzerland  (aid 

to  refugees'  second  donation)   500.00 

Supreme    Council    Scottish    Rite    of  Servia 

(through  the  Supreme  Council  of  Greece)....  500.00 
Belgian  Lodge,  meeting  in  Holland  by  authority 

of  Grand  Lodge  of  Belgium   500.00 


$3,500.00 

"The  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Masonic  Jurisdic- 
tion has  forwarded  us  a  donation  from  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Consistory  in  Japan. 

"Our  Association  is  taking  up  a  new  campaign  for  con- 
tributions for  the  relief  of  ]\Iasonic  war  sufferers  and  their 
families  in  Europe.  We  are  receiving  reports  from  Masonic 
War  Relief  Associations  and  Funds  in  Europe,  and  from  Grand 
Bodies  of  Masonry  in  the  countries  at  war,  and  in  the  neutral 
nations  surrounding  them.  The  needs  of  the  sufferers  are 
growing  greater  as  the  war  progresses.  The  European  Ma- 
sonic Relief  Associations  are  rapidly  using  up  their  local  funds. 

"Soliciting  the  co-operation  of  Masons  and  Masonic  Bodies 
throughout  the  United  States,  we  remain. 
Fraternally  yours. 

The  Masonic  War  Relief  Association, 
William  B.  Melish, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee." 

MASONIC   TEMPLE  ASSOCIATION. 

In  my  judgment,  brethren,  no  more  important  matter  will  present 
itself  for  consideration  before  this  Grand  Lodge  than  the  subject  of 
our  duty  with  respect  to  the  indebtedness  now  existing  upon  the 
building  in  which  we  are  met. 

At  our  last  Annual  Comnumication.  l)y  adoption  of  the  rei)orl  of 
our  Finance  Committee,  the  Grand  Lodge  deemed  it  ina(lvisa1)le,  at 
that  time,  to  subscri1)e  for  additional  stock  of  the  Temple  Association, 
although  such  additional  subscription  was  urged  by  the  Temple  Asso- 
ciation itself  and  approved  of,  in  a  general  way,  by  the  then  Grand 
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Master.  The  plan  was  conceived,  however,  and  I  confess  that  I  was 
a  party  to  it  and  urged  its  adoption,  of  satisfying  the  present  indebted- 
ness through  the  medium  of  a  bond  issue,  the  interest  on  which  was 
to  be  guaranteed  and  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  it  was  hoped  in 
this  connection  that  this  bond  issue  would  be  floated  through  the  banks 
of  our  State,  and  among  lodges  and  individuals  who  would  feel  dis- 
posed to  look  favorably  upon  it  as  an  investment  proposition. 

Pursuant  to  this  action  communications  were  addressed  to  the 
various  subordinate  Lodges,  and  interviews  were  had  with  representa- 
tive bankers  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  to  the  end  that  sub- 
scriptions might  be  secured.  The  result,  however,  did  not  measure 
up  in  any  substantial  degree  to  our  expectations,  less  than  $50,000  worth 
of  the  bonds  having  been  subscribed  for.  Owing  to  one  cause  or 
another — the  subordinate  Lodges,  either  because  they  had  already  in- 
vested all  of  their  surplus  funds,  some  of  them  in  the  Temple  Asso- 
ciation, or  the  proposition  as  an  investment  did  not  appeal  to  them, 
or  the  motives  of  sentiment  did  not  actuate  them  to  a  sufficient  de- 
gree, and  the  banks,  largely  because  of  the  fact  that  no  sinking  fund 
had  been  provided  wdiereby  the  principal  of  the  bonds  would  be  taken 
care  of  in  due  course,  did  not  respond  as  readily  as  we  had  thought 
they  would  to  our  invitations  to  participate  in  the  bond  issue.  The 
result  has  been,  and  in  my  judgment,  the  Board  acted  wisely  in  that 
behalf,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  consummate  the  execution  or  issue 
of  the  bonds  and  that  feature  of  the  project  has  been  held  in  abey- 
ance pending  further  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

From  the  report  of  the  Temple  Association,  which  will  be  before 
you,  and  for  w^hich  I  bespeak  your  most  careful,  patient  and  consid- 
erate attention,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  outstanding  indebtedness 
on  the  building  at  the  present  time  amounts  to  $303,989.00.  It  also 
appears  that  the  annual  interest  charge  upon  this  indebtedness  amounts 
to  $16,314.94;  that  the  maintenance  charge,  exclusive  of  interest, 
amounts  to  $15,114.46;  that  the  total  rentals  now  obtainable  from  the 
property  amount  to  $24,172.71,  resulting  in  a  net  annual  loss  to  the 
Association,  as  tlie  property  is  at  present  conducted,  of  $7,256.69.  The 
total  investment  in  the  property,  exclusive  of  taxes,  interest,  insurance, 
maintenance  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  now  amounts  to  $981,043.52. 
The  total  investment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  stock  of  the  Association 
amounts  to  $275,000.00. 

Considering  the  fact  that  we  have  over  fifty-five  thousand  Masons 
in  California,  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed,  of  course,  that  an  under- 
taking of  this  character  and  magnitude  could  have  been  consummated 
in  absolute  and  perfect  unanimity  and  concord.  Some  have  voiced  the 
criticism  that  too  lavish  an  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  Masonry  has 
here  been  had.    Some,  actuated  by  a  narrow,  provincial,  sectional,  in- 
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excusable  disposition,  have  felt  iinentluisiastic  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  building  was  located  in,  and  contributed  solely  to  the  architectural 
glory  of,  the  City  of  San  Francisco.  But  these  considerations  can  not 
be  permitted  to  weigh  with  us  at  this  time.  Paraphrasing  the  language 
of  a  well  known  Masonic  character,  "This  is  no  time  for  caviling;  what 
shall  we  do  with  the  building?"  It  is  here.  It  is  unpaid  for.  It  has 
been  erected  under  the  eye  and  pursuant  to  tlie  express  declaration 
and  assent  given  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  could  not,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  have  been  situated  in  each  of  the  fifty-eight  counties 
□f  our  State,  and  had  to  l)e  placed  at  some  particular  spot  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  jurisdiction.  Therefore,  my  own  deliberate  judg- 
ment is.  that  it  ill  becomes  us  now  to  assert,  either  publicly  or  pri- 
vately, that  we  are  not  responsil)le  for  its  being  here ;  that  it  adds 
nothing  to  the  glory,  or  interests,  or  advantage  of  Masonry  as  a  whole, 
and  tiiat  we  propose  now  to  decline  to  meet  the  ol)ligations  which 
have  been  incurred  in  its  erection.  We  are  estopped  to  do  other  than 
work  out  some  plan  which  will  maintain  the  name  and  honor  of  the 
Fraternity  as  a  whole  and  meet  every  requirement  of  the  moral  obliga- 
tion which  rests  upon  us. 

In  addition,  $275,000.00  of  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are 
invested  in  the  project.  We  can  not  at  this  time,  in  justice  to  those 
for  whom  we  are  Trustees  of  this  money,  permit  such  an  accumulation 
of  our  assets  to  be  dissipated  through  foreclosure  proceedings  or  other- 
wise, because  of  an  unwillingness  on  our  part  now  to  invest  addi- 
tional funds.  We  have  not  only  our  own  good  name  to  protect,  but  we 
have  also  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  of  trust  funds  for  whose 
loss  or  dissipation  we  would  have  to  stand  at  the  bar  of  Masonic 
justice  and  render  an  exact  accounting. 

The  report  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  shows  that  within 
the  space  of  a  few  years,  less  than  ten  at  the  outside,  if  this  Grand 
Lodge  shall  subscribe  at  least  $25,000.00  annually  towards  the  purchase 
of  stock  in  the  Association,  the  inde1)tedness  can  be  wiped  out  and 
all  of  the  stock  put  upon  a  dividend  paying  basis.  If  the  Temple  be- 
longs to  the  Masons  of  California,  and  typifies  the  industry,  frugality, 
progressiveness  and  prosperity  of  Masonry  in  California,  as  it  surclv 
does,  then  it  should  be  paid  for  by  the  Masons  of  California,  and  the 
returns  on  the  investment,  if  any  there  be  financially,  should  belong 
to  the  Masons  of  California.  The  more  stock  we  hold  in  the  Corpora- 
tion, the  larger  our  dividends  when  dividends  do  come,  as  they  surely 
will,  and  consequently  the  smaller  the  drain  upon  our  subordinate 
lodges  in  the  way  of  a  per  capita  tax. 

My  deliberate  conclusion  then  is.  after  giving  the  matter  long  and 
prayerful  consideratit)n,  that  tiiis  Grand  Lodge  should  now,  at  this 
Annual  Communication,  determine  definitely  upon  a  plan  of  procedure 


320 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


by  which  our  faith  and  implied  promises  may  be  made  good,  and  by 
which  the  existing  indebtedness  may,  in  due  course,  be  wiped  out. 
I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  and  urge  the  consideration  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  of  some  definite  method  of  procedure  which  will 
enable  us,  through  the  media  of  regular  installment  subscriptions  to 
stock  of  the  Corporation,  or  through  some  other  plan,  equally  efficacious, 
to  attain  the  ultimate  satisfaction  of  the  present  indebtedness. 

In  this  connection,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact 
that  other  Masonic  organizations,  both  grand  and  subordinate,  owning 
large  blocks  of  stock  in  the  Association,  have  an  obligation  resting 
upon  them,  similar  to  the  one  confronting  us,  with  respect  to  the 
successful  financing  of  this  our  common  monument  to  Freemasonry. 
There  ought  to  be  a  reasonable  degree  of  co-operation  among  all  the 
bodies  so  that  no  one  of  them  will  be  compelled  to  assume  a  burden 
out  of  proportion  to  its  own  investment  or  l)cyond  the  just  require- 
ments of  its  own  individual  obligation  in  the  premises. 

MASONIC  HOMES. 

To  your  Grand  Master  the  one  great  refreshing  inexhaustible 
source  of  pride  and  satisfaction,  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
Masonry  in  California,  is  the  two  homes  maintained  by  us  at  Decoto 
and  at  San  Gabriel.  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  giving  detailed 
information  of  their  condition,  accomplishments,  and  necessities,  will 
doubtless  be  presented  to  you. 

On  every  occasion  when  I  have  visited  our  homes  I  have  found 
residents  therein  comfortably  situated,  well  provided  for,  and  living 
monuments  to  the  purposes  and  usefulness  of  our  Fraternity.  Par- 
ticularly have  I  been  impressed  with  the  children  at  San  Gabriel. 
Their  lives  are  yet  before  them.  Whether  they  are  to  be  caused  to 
grow  into  manhood  or  womanhood  fitted  to  bear  the  burdens  of  citi- 
zenship in  the  State,  and  fitted  to  become  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
a  succeeding  generation,  will  depend  largely  upon  the  love  and  affec- 
tion bestowed  upon  them,  and  the  management  and  skill  displayed  in 
turning  their  thoughts  and  aspirations  into  sane  and  useful  channels. 

That  our  Board  of  Trustees  is  entitled  to  our  undying  gratitude 
for  the  labors  they  have  so  generously  and  unselfishly  bestowed  upon 
those  who  are  objects  of  our  bounty,  is  apparent  to  every  member  of 
the  Fraternity  who  has  had  occasion  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
conditions  surrounding  the  two  homes.  At  my  snggcslion,  my  wife 
paid  personal  visits  to  both  of  tlie  homes,  and  investigakd  the  (|uar- 
ters  given  over  to  the  women  at  Decoto,  and  to  the  conditions  sur- 
rounding the  girls  at  San  Gabriel,  and  her  report  to  me  was  filled 
with  expressions  of  commendation,  of  approval,  and  of  gratitude  that 
California  possessed  an  institution  like  Freemasonry,  which  was  giv- 
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ing  of  its  wealth  and  labors  so  ungrudgingly  to  the  alleviation  of  the 
distresses  of  old  age  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  protection  and  prepara- 
tion of  our  dependent  young  on  the  other.  During  the  year  I  have 
frequently  been  called  in  counsel  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the 
greatest  degree  of  congeniality  and  of  co-operation  has  obtained  be-- 
twcen  us  at  all  times.  Truly  they,  of  all  men,  are  doing  God's  work 
lierc  on  cartii. 

INSPECTORS. 

T  can  not  commend  too  highly  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  loyalty  and  efticiency  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  Masonic 
Districts  in  tliis  State.  As  a  whole,  and  without  any  noteworthy  ex- 
ceptions at  all,  they  are  prepared  to  perform  acceptably  the  functions 
required  of  them,  and  they  are  disposed  at  all  times  to  give  to  the 
Craft  such  of  their  time  and  effort  as  may  be  required  in  virtue  of 
tlieir  official  station.  Invariably  they  are  men  of  standing  and  influ- 
ence ;  their  own  personalities  are  not  infrequently  of  pronounced 
advantage  to  the  Fraternity ;  as  a  result,  Lodges  which  take  counsel 
with  their  Inspectors  from  time  to  time,  and  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly, are  thereby  better  enabled  to  commend  themselves  to  their 
respective  communities. 

Agreeably  to  custom  in  that  behalf,  near  the  close  of  this  last 
Masonic  year,  I  directed  inquiries  to  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  con- 
cerning matters  afifecting  the  welfare  of  the  Craft,  as  observed  by 
them  in  their  several  jurisdictions,  and  I  am  glad  to  state  that  replies 
have  been  received  from  almost  every  one  of  the  officers  in  question. 
From  these  replies  I  find  that  almost  without  exception  the  Lodges 
of  the  State  are  being  blessed  with  a  due  measure  of  prosperity, .  and 
that,  in  but  very  few  instances,  is  the  report  made  that  no  work  has 
been  had  during  the  past  year.  One  or  two,  on  the  contrary,  show 
by  the  number  of  petitions  received  and  degrees  conferred  that  it  is 
not  at  all  unlikely  that  they  are  disposed  to  believe  they  are  growing 
Masonically  with  the  mere  accretion  of  numbers,  rather  than  because 
of  the  addition  of  truly  Masonic  material. 

I  made  special  inquiry  with  refefence  to  the  matter  of  benevolences. 
I  had  been  led  to  indulge  in  the  opinion,  as  indicated  in  one  of  my 
communications  to  the  Lodges  incorporated  herein,  that  the  matter  of 
Masonic  relief  and  charity  was  not  receiving  the  attention  which  it 
deserved,  considering  the  fact  that  it  was  the  primal  obligation  resting 
upon  the  Fraternity.  I  am  pleased  to  say,  however,  that  from  the 
reports  of  the  Inspectors  it  would  seem  as  if  my  information  in  that 
respect  was  at  fault,  and  that  in  most  of  our  Lodges  a  due  and  becom- 
ing attention  is  paid  to  the  matter  of  Masonic  relief.  Glad  indeed 
am  I  to  be  able  to  say  that  as  to  a  number  of  Lodges,  where  the  exact 
figures  have  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  the  Inspectors,  the  scrip- 
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tiiral  encomium,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,"  would 
seem  to  be  peculiarly  lit  and  appropriate. 

I  was  also  led  to  incp.iire  of  the  Inspectors  as  to  the  degree  of 
respect  which  is  accorded  to  ]\Iasonry  as  the  institution  is  publicly 
exemplified  by  its  members  in  the  various  communities  in  which  Lodges 
are  chartered.  Fn  not  a  single  instance  was  I  advised  by  an  Inspector 
that  Masonry  in  his  District,  for  any  reason,  as  an  institution,  had 
fallen  into  disrepute.  If  we  may  believe  the  general  opinion  as  thus 
voiced,  the  institution  still  stands  the  first  and  foremost  of  its  kind, 
like  some  patriarchal  monarch  of  the  forest,  its  vigorous  roots  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  our  people,  whence  cometh 
its  strength ;  its  rugged  branches  spread  as  if  in  earnest  supplication 
unto  Heaven,  whence  cometh  its  inspiration.  Another  Inspector,  in 
answer  to  the  question  above  mentioned,  was  led  to  suggest  that  no 
Lodge  is  held  in  liigher  resp'  ct  than  the  one  which  promptly  disciplines 
a  member  for  unniasonic  conduct.  Some  Lodges,  within  my  knowl- 
edge, tliat  are  prone  to  let  a  willful  violator  of  our  Masonic  code  of 
ethics  drop  out,  through  the  easy  going  suspension-for-non-payment- 
of-dues  route,  might  well  take  heed  of  this  suggestion  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

In  response  to  my  request  for  suggestions  that  might  be  helpful 
to  the  fraternity  as  a  whole,  many  valuable  comments  were  made  by 
some  of  the  more  thoughtful  Inspectors.  One  voiced  a  very  accept- 
able, but  to  me  absoluteI>-  unique  suggestion  (considering  the  source 
from  which  it  emanated),  by  complaining  that  in  his  District  there 
was  "too  much  devotion  to  letter  perfect  work,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  officers  were  not  able  to  impress  the  members  properly  with  the 
fundamental  ideas  centering  about  the  Fraternity,  viz. :  its  moral,  social, 
and  ci^■ic  duties,  so  as  to  leave  lasting  and  beneficent  impressions  of  a 
truly  Masonic  character."  If  I  had  been  inclined  to  preach  a  sermon 
upon  that  \  er\  subject  matter  I  w^mld  not  have  phrased  it  more  force- 
fully than  this   Inspector  has  done  in  a  single  sentence. 

Another  avers  that  it  would  result  in  much  good  to  the  Fraternity 
in  the  long  run,  if  a  uniform  system  of  blanks  for  the  use  of  investi- 
gating committees  could  be  provided  whereon  detailed  information, 
with  respect  to  the  character,  antecedents,  environment,  and  social  and 
religious  relations  of  the  petitioner  might  be  indicated,  so  that  all  the 
Brethren  might  be  duly  advised  thereof.  In  other  words,  he  contends  that 
the  use  of  the  word  "favorable"  sometimes  fails  to  convey  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge  information  of  which  they  ought,  in  justice  to 
themselves,  to  be  in  possession.  There  is  food  for  thought  in  this 
suggestion. 

Another  Inspector,  who  regards  merely  the  substantial  landmarks 
of  the  institution  and  believes,  as  do  many  of  us,  that  mere  form  of 
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procedure  is  but  a  uic;uis  to  an  end,  ur<4C.s  that  it  would  be  l)eneficial 
to  make  it  optional  for  Lod.ues  in  this  jurisdiction  to  make  use  of 
twelve  P'ellowcrafts  in  the  ^Fhird  Degree.  The  claim  in  this  behalf 
is,  that  it  serves  in  the  larger  Lodges  to  attract  and  hold  the  enthu- 
siasm of  a  greater  number  of  the  members,  because  of  their  participa- 
tion in  the  work  of  that  degree.  I  personally  witnessed  the  conferring 
of  the  degree  under  such  circumstances  and  was  much  pleased  at  the 
time. 

Another  Inspector  recommends  that  the  Constitution  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  a  Master  to  declare  expelled  a  member  of 
his  Lodge  who  has  confessed  to  a  commission  of  a  felony  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  Summary  punishment  appeals  to  us  at  times  and  no  doubt 
there  is  considerable  efhcacy  in  its  infliction.  We  should,  however, 
be  certain  that  punishment  is  due  before  we  adjudge  that  it  shall  be 
visited  upon  a  given  individual.  There  is  as  much  reason,  in  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  the  case,  why  the  question  of  the  identity  of  an  individual 
charged  with  crime  should  be  ascertained  and  determined,  as  the  fact 
of  his  having  committed  the  crime  itself.  I  would  be  fearful  that  such 
a  revolution  of  our  method  of  procedure,  even  only  to  the  extent  speci- 
fied, might  in  some  instances  work  out  an  injustice.  It  might  easily 
be  possible  for  a  Master  to  be  misinformed  and  to  declare  expelled 
a  man  who  was  in  truth  and  in  fact  not  the  individual  who  it  was 
claimed  had  confessed  in  a  Court  of  Law  to  the  commission  of  a 
felony.  I  am  rather  impressed  with  the  fact  that  certainty  and  surety 
in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  in  the  infliction  of  penalties, 
are  more  to  be  desired  than  mere  summariness,  and  that  there  is  no 
sufficient  reason  why  an  infraction  of  our  Code  like  the  one  instanced 
should  not  submit  to  the  due  course  of  procedure  in  the  regular  tri- 
bunals provided  by  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  fraternity. 

Another  Inspector  recommends  that  some  means  should  be  provided 
Vv'hereby  the  aged  and  incapacitated  members  of  the  fraternity  who  have 
given  perhaps  a  lifetime  of  service  in  its  behalf,  should  be  permitted 
the  right  and  opportunity  of  retaining  their  membership,  in  their  old 
age,  without  being  subjected  to  the  embarrassment  on  the  one  hand,  of 
applying  for  a  remission  of  their  dues,  or  to  the  injustice  on  the  other 
of  being  suspended  because  of  the  non-payment  thereof.  Specifically, 
il  was  urged  that  a  member  who  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy,  and 
has  been  for  more  than  20  years  in  good  standing  in  some  one  par- 
ticular Lodge,  if  otherwise  entitled  to  have  his  dues  remitted,  should 
be  declared,  by  vote  of  the  Lodge,  a  life  member,  and  thus  absolved  from 
future  liability  for  dues,  and  still  be  entitled,  in  the  event  of  entire 
disability,  or  death,  to  the  honors  and  benevolences  attaching  to  good 
standing  in  the  fraternity.  The  argument  against  this,  of  course,  is 
that  all  men  who  claim  the  benefit  of  our  rights  and  privileges  should 
be  required,  prima  facie,  to  submit  to  the  usual  burdens  and  responsi- 
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bilities,  and  that,  if  remission  of  dues  is  proper,  it  will  be  granted  when 
asked  for.  The  weakness  of  this  argument,  however,  in  my  mind,  lies 
in  the  fact  that  pride  in  man}-  instances  will  serve  to  prevent  a  worthy 
Brother,  under  the  circumstances  detailed  above,  from  applying  for  a 
remission  of  his  dues.  If,  however,  some  such  general  regulation  as 
has  been  suggested  could  be  put  in  force,  then  with  no  show  of  shame 
to  himself  and  no  loss  of  financial  support  to  the  Lodge,  much  good 
would  be  done  and  no  harm  suffered  by  any  one. 

Apropos  of  nothing  in  particular,  one  of  my  most  diligent  and 
efficient  Inspectors  ventures  the  suggestion  that  the  great  need  in 
Masonry,  and  likewise  the  great  need  in  citizenship  generally,  is  more 
real  tlioii'^lit.  This  suggestion,  though  extremely  general  in  its  nature, 
is  most  striking  in  its  sound  philosophy  and  general  applicability.  Most 
of  us,  whether  Masons  or  otherwise,  give  very  little  genuine  thought 
to  conditions  as  they  exist  about  us.  If  a  few  of  us  would  really 
think,  many  more  of  us  would  be  led  to  act.  Some  of  us  are  prone  to 
think  we  think,  but  it  is  so  out  of  line  with  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  for  a  real  thinker  to  be  developed,  that  his  appearance  among 
us  is  almost  epochal  in  its  nature.  I  am  convinced  that  Masonry 
would  become  a  much  more  efficient  instrumentality  of  progress  and 
general  betterment  in  the  world,  if  its  great  and  growing  membership 
would  occasionally  sit  themselves  down  and  bring  to  bear  upon  some 
of  the  pressing  problems  of  the  liour  the  degree  of  mentality  of  which 
they  are  really  capable,  and  the  spirit  of  real  altruism  with  which 
they  ought  to  be  imbued,  if  they  have  given  proper  thought  to  the 
functions  and  destiny  of  Freemasonry. 

I  have  incorporated  at  some  length  these  suggestions  coming  from 
Inspectors,  some  of  which  I  have  approved,  and  others  felt  constrained 
to  disagree  with,  simply  because  from  my  knowledge  of  this  important 
branch  of  our  officiary,  and  from  the  close  touch  which  they  retain 
upon  the  great  mass  of  our  membership,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  sug- 
gestions coming  from  them,  not  infrequently,  represent  growing  senti- 
ment among  Master  Masons  generally,  and  that,  as  such,  they  should  be 
presented  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  order  that,  if  deemed  proper  and 
acceptable,  they  may  be  crystallized  into  Masonic  law.  The  law  of  a 
State  represents  that  State's  "collected  will."  The  law  of  Masonry 
ought  to  reflect  the  enduring  sentiments  and  accepted  conclusions  of 
its  thoughtful  membership. 

Desiring  and  deeming  it  highly  proper  to  give  special  praise  wdiere 
special  praise  is  due,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  express  my  grateful 
appreciation  to  Inspectors  W.  A.  Sherman  of  the  33rd  District,  J.  E. 
Dye  of  the  23rd  District,  and  L-  C.  Sawin  of  the  57th  District,  for  the 
particularly  careful,  detailed  and  helpful  reports  transmitted  by  them. 
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CONSOLIDATIONS. 

Proceedings  tending  to  effectuate  the  consolidation  of  se\-cral  of 
our  subordinate  Lodges  will  be  before  you  for  action.  Tn  addition, 
from  the  reports  of  your  Inspectors,  it  is  apparent  to  me  that  con- 
solidations should  be  had  among  a  number  of  other  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction,  if  the  greatest  efficiency  is  to  be  developed  and  some  of 
our  old  and  worthy  Masons  are  to  be  retained  upon  the  roll  of  our 
membership.  I  request  that  the  Inspectors  who  have  advised  me  of 
consolidations  which  ought  to  be  effected  communicate  their  views 
to  the  Grand  Lecturer,  who  will  see  that  the  proper  steps  are  taken 
and  will  advise  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  in  the  different  in- 
stances. 

In  this  behalf  I  am  emboldened  to  suggest  that,  in  my  judgment, 
Section  91  of  the  Constitution  should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide 
that  a  consolidation  may  go  into  effect  when  the  proceedings  relative 
thereto  shall  have  been  approved,  either  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  or,  be- 
tween Communications,  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Early  in  January  of  this  year,  pursuant  to  a  consolidation  sought 
to  be  consummated  between  two  of  our  Lodges,  all  the  preliminary 
steps  having  been  taken,  my  approval  was  sought  in  order  that  the  con- 
solidation might  become  effective  at  once,  and  the  new  growth  and 
bettered  conditions  which  it  was  urged  would  flow  from  the  consoli- 
dation, might  become  a  reality.  Because  of  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  limits  the  approval  of  proceedings  relative  to  consoli- 
dation to  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  felt  in  duty  bound  to  withhold  my 
approval.  In  this  I  was  inclined  to  the  belief  that  I  was  following  a 
trail  blazed  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in 
1884,  when,  in  outlining  a  course  of  procedure  to  be  followed  in  a 
matter  of  consolidation,  that  committee  seemed  to  refrain  from  indi- 
cating that  the  Grand  Master  had  any  function  to  perform  in  the 
premises  at  all,  and  that  consolidation  can  not  become  effective  until 
approval  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  even  though  the  date  of  its  next  Annual 
Communication  might  be  almost  a  year  off.  It  will  be  true,  of  course, 
that  such  an  amendment  to  our  fundamental  law  will  vest  considerable 
authority  in  yonr  Grand  Master,  but  he  possesses  plenary  authority  in 
other  respects  at  the  present  time.  He  may  exercise  between  com- 
numications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  all  of  the  executive  powers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  except  that  of  granting  charters.  He  may  draw,  ad 
libitum,  n\)nn  the  munilicent  treasury  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  yet  T 
lake  it  that  not  within  the  memory  of  any  man  now  a  meml)er  of  this 
i)od>'  has  this  autliorit\-  xi-stc-d  by  nou  in  your  (ii"and  Masters  l)een 
al)used.  An  individual  who  is  not  worthy  of  l)eing  inxested  nou 
with  amplest  authority  in  the  interval  between  your  comnuniications, 
obviously  is  not  Fit  to  be  your  Grand  Master,  and  I  doubt  not  that 
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that  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  by  you,  from  time  to  time,  in  your 
selection  of  those  v/ho  are  called  upon  to  perform  the  high  and  re- 
sponsible functions  of  this  most  exalted  fraternal  office. 

The  Constitution  provides  in  considerable  detail  what  shall  be 
done  by  the  Lodges  involved,  in  order  that  a  consolidation  may  be  had. 
1  gather  that  if  the  procedure  outlined  is  followed,  and  it  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  proposed  consolidation  is  not  im- 
proper, considering  the  general  welfare  of  our  institution,  that  the 
approval  of  this  Grand  Lodge  m  any  instance  would  not  be  withheld. 
The  same  considerations  which  would  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
withholding  its  approval,  would  appeal  to  the  Grand  Master,  and  in 
addition  I  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  instances  might  arise  where 
the  delay  in  consummation  oi  the  consolidation  until  the  date  of  the 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  would  minimize  to  a  considerable 
degree  the  desirability  and  effectiveness  of  such  action.  If  two  Lodges 
are  too  weak  to  exist  alone  now,  or,  if  it  would  be  better  that  they 
should  join  their  forces,  by  the  same  token  they  will  be  weaker  and 
therefore  much  more  difficult  to  rehabilitate  a  year  from  now,  and  in 
addition,  perhaps  will  have  suffered  the  loss  of  some  of  their  mem- 
bers whose  continued  presence  and  activities  it  ought  to  be  the  aim 
of  the  Fraternity  to  retain. 

MASONIC  TRI.VLS. 

I  think  most  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  is  no  subject  matter  brought  before  this  body  of  a  more 
aggravating  nature  or  tendency  than  that  of  the  consideration  by  w^ay 
of  review  of  the  judgments  of  Masonic  trial  Commissions.  Particu- 
larly is  this  so  when  from  a  non-conformity,  more  or  less  material  in 
character,  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  because  of  a  belief  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  law  at  all  hazards,  it  is  sought  to  reverse  or 
annul  a  judgment  of  a  Commission  that  would  seem  to  be  in  all  sub- 
stantial respects  in  accord  with  the  dictates  of  common  justice.  This 
was  brought  to  our  nnnds  most  forcibly  at  the  last  Annual  Communi- 
cation when,  in  obvious  and  utter  disregard  of  the  rules  and  estab- 
lished practice  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  generation,  a  judgment  was 
affirmed  in  spite  of  admitted  error  because  of  the  belief  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge,  most  worthily  entertained  by  the  way,  that 
the  crime  charged  constituted  a  most  flagrant  violation  of  moral  as 
well  as  of  Masonic  law,  and  that  the  judgment,  whatever  the  errors 
inhering  in  it,  was  a  rightef)iis  one.  Tn  order,  however,  that  we  may 
be  saved  the  embarrasMiiciit  lifreaftcr  of  having  to  affirm  judgments 
in  the  teeth  of  constitutional  requircnu-nts  which  would  seem  to  de- 
mand a  contrary  course  if  the  terms  of  the  law  are  t()  be  kept  in  mind. 
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I  hereby  propose  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  our  Constitution  to 
be  designated  as  Section  208a  thereof,  and  to  read  as  follows  : 

"No  judgment  of  a  trial  commission  sliall  be  set  aside, 
or  new  trial  granted,  for  any  error  of  any  sort  as  to  pleading, 
procedure  or  introduction  of  evidence,,  unless,  after  an  exam- 
ination of  the  entire  case,  including  the  evidence,  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  error  committed  has 
resulted  in  a  miscarriage  of  justice." 

This  amendment,  it  is  obvious,  is  framed  along  the  lines  of  the 
amendment  to  our  State  Constitution  recently  adopted  by  the  people 
and  which,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  has  tended  to  work  out  substantial 
justice.  I  commend  it  to  you  for  your  most  careful  consideration. 

A  matter  of  minor  importance  brought  to  my  attention  in  connec- 
tion with  the  form  of  accusation  in  Masonic  trials  might  well  receive 
consideration. 

Under  the  Constitution  a  member  may  be  tried  either  by  the  Lodge 
in  which  he  holds  membership  or  by  the  Lodge  within  whose  juris- 
diction he  resides.  In  the  "Form  of  Trials,"  no  provision  is  made  for 
the  allegation  of  the  fact  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Mason  against 
whom  charges  are  lirought,  is  a  member  of  the  Lodge  to  which  the 
charges  are  presented  or  merely  a  resident  within  its  jurisdiction.  It 
would  seem  to  me,  upon  elementary  principles  of  law,  that  one  of  these 
facts  should  be  stated  in  the  accusation. 

CLANDESTINE  MASONRY. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  blaster's  report  at 
the  Annual  Communication  of  1908,  I  was  led  to  say  respecting  clan- 
destine Masonry,  that  "Ever  a  menace  to  the  interests  of  our  Craft, 
and  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  humanity  generally,  (it)  is  making  an 
insidious  attempt  to  find  a  permanent  lodgment  in  California.  Our 
•  efforts  should  be  unremitting  in  its  absolute  effacement." 

Time  and  added  experience  have  but  served  to  confirm  me  in  this 
belief.  It  passeth  the  comprehension  of  the  mind  schooled  to  the 
ordinary  claims  of  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  why  mature  men  should 
deliberately,  and  with  no  liope  of  any  lawful  or  honorable  reward, 
masquerade  under  a  title  which  they  know  does  not  rightfully  belong 
to  them,  and  the  assertion  of  which  upon  their  part,  is  but  another 
form  of  larceny. 

So-called  clandestine  Masonry  goes  beyond  and  entirely  outside 
of  the  mooted  question  of  "regularity."  It  is  a  (k'lil)erale  and  pre- 
conceived plan  of  imposition  upon  the  gullibility  of  the  puljlic.  It 
holds  itself  out  as  a  part,  and  entitled  to  a  participation  in  all  the 
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pri\ilc,ucs.  of  the  world-wide  institution  of  true  IMasonry,  and  it  has 
no  nicirc  right  to  such  claim  than  has  the  thief  to  my  purse  which  he 
filches  from  my  pocket.  We  have  no  objections  to  the  clandestincs 
organizing  and  having  Lodges;  we  do  object  to  their  stealing  our  name, 
and  imposing  on  the  public  in  their  claims  of  right  to  fraternize  with  us. 

In  at  least  two  cities  of  this  State  they  are  engaged  in  vending  their 
worthless  degrees,  and  in  one  community,  as  a  purported  Masonic  Lodge, 
and  so  advertised  to  the  w'orld,  they  actually  rent  a  hall  from  men 
who  are  "regular"  INlasons.  The  desire  for  self-enrichment  is  surely 
almost  an  unnatural  one,  when  members  of  our  own  Blue  Lodges 
will  tlius  acti\'ely  assent  to,  if  not  connive  at,  such  a  willful  defrauding 
of  the  unwary  public. 

The  accompanxing  letter  received  b}^  me,  and  wdiich,  of  course,  I 
did  not  dignify  l)y  a  reply,  I  am  led  to  insert  herein,  ipsissiiiiis  verbis, 
tliat  a  more  correct  understanding  may  be  had  of  the  character  and 
class  of  individuals  who  are  parties  to  a  colossal  attempt  at  imposition 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania. 

THE  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  LODGE 
-OF— 

ANCIENT,  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS 
—OF  THE— 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Here  is  printed  the 

Office  of  the  Square  and  Compass 
Grand  Master.  and  the  letter  "G") 
 ,  Pa.,  Septeml)Ln-  21,  1915. 

Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 
Grand  ^Master. 
Dear  Sir  &  Bro 

being  anxious  as  Grand  Master,  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  astablish  Fraturnial  relation  of  all  Masonic  Brethren,  in  all 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United.  States  and  other  Countries,  to 
establish  A  clearer  relation  and  a  true  Masonic  Brotherly  and 
Charitabel  fealing,  as  the  Masonic  principle  of  every  Mason 
shordd  Ix-  to  unite  Men  of  every  Countrey  Sect  and  openion 
and  roiu-ih'ate  true  FRIENDSHIP,  among  those  wlio 

niighl  ntlKT  wise-  n'lnaiii  at  a  prcptnal 
distence,  to  rtdeave  the  di^tri'^s,  in  l;r  gnod  and  true  is  the 
foundation  of  every  vurtue  the  universalety  of  Alasonry  should 
be  our  Cv»nstent  AME,  in  order  to  l)ring  about  the  above  Set- 
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forth  prinsiplcs  with  One  Mason  lo  anolluT  wile  Traxnlinti  in 
lM)rcn  Countries  so  that  wile,  yonr  Menihers  traxchn.^  in  i'enna, 
may  know  were  to  iMnd  a  Friend  and  lirolher, 
and  if  eney  of  our  Memhcrs  shoidd  l)o  so  fortunate  to  visit 
your  Countries  or  State  we  would  he  ahlc  that  A  Hand  of 
Brotherly  LOVE  of  Friendship  would  he  extended,  should 
eney  of  your  Brethren  visit  Pennsylvania,  were  our  Lodge 
is  in  existence  with  proper  Vouchers  from  your  Masonic  Body 
I  will  asure  you  One  and  all  A  hastey  GREETING,  hopeing 
I  may  have  a  reply  from  you  T  heg  to  remain  yours  Fra- 
turnally, 


Grand  Master  of 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Penna. 
(Here  imprinted  Seal  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Penn.) 

committee;  on  masonic  education. 

As  indicated  in  my  letter  to  the  Lodges,  I  have  heen  impressed 
with  the  feeling  that  much  good  would  result  to  the  Fraternity,  if  more 
effective  means  were  taken  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  its  memhcrs,  old 
as  well  as  new,  more  of  its  history  and  philosophy. 

The  books  are  filled  with  the  literature  of  Masonry,  most  of  which 
is  unavailable  to  the  average  work-a-day  member  of  the  Craft.  To 
put  this  into  a  form  obtainable  by  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  at 
large,  would  increase,  not  only  knowledge  of,  but  interest  in,  and 
enthusiasm  for,  the  Fraternity.  A  great  work  has  been  initiated  in 
Iowa  in  this  respect,  and  I  was  hopeful  that  we  might  derive  some 
advantage  here  in  California  from  following  in  her  footsteps.  To  that 
end  I  have  appointed  a  committee,  to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Education,  and  have  asked  them  to  report  some  plan  of 
procedure  which  might  be  authorized,  and  perhaps  encouraged  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  whereby  more  widely  diffused  knowledge  of  things 
Masonic  could  be  fostered  in  our'  Lodges. 

The  committee  consists  of  Brothers  Irving  J.  Mitchell,  of  Los 
Angeles,  Chairman,  and  Alfred  W.  Bush,  of  Coronado,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary.  They  will  render  a  report  at  this  Annual  Communication, 
and  for  it,  I  would  ask  your  very  careful  consideration. 

LETTERS  TO   SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 

Merely  that  this  report  may  present  a  somewhat  complete  recital 
of  my  important  official  acts  during  the  year,  I  include  herewitli  copies 
of  two  communications  sent  out  by  me  during  the  course  of  the  year 
to  the  different  subordinate  Lodges  under  our  jurisdiction. 
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GRAND  LODGE.  F.  &  A.  IL,  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

January  \,  1915. 
To  the  Subord'iiKife  Lodiicw,  I'rcc  and  Jcccflcd  Masons, 
Grand  Jurisdiction  of  California. 

Brethren  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  work 
of  the  Masonic  Employment  Bureaus  of  our  State  is  to  a  certain 
extent  hampered,  in  that  insufficient  attention  is  given  to  the  matter 
of  securing-  positions,  or  at  least  in  notifying  tlie  Bureaus  of  possible 
openings,  in  the  way  of  employment,  for  worthy  and  deserving  Brethren 
who  are  in  need,  not  of  charity,  Init  of  work. 

It  is  obvious  to  every  thinking  individual,  that  the  best  service 
the  Fraternity  can  extend  to  a  worthy  Brother  Mason  in  distress, 
consists  in  practical  relief,  the  securing  for  such  Brother  an  oppor- 
tunity to  help  and  better  himself ;  the  providing  for  him  of  labor  and 
employment,  rather  than  of  money  or  other  purely  charitable  assist- 
ance. 

It  must  be  true  that,  from  time  to  time,  among  the  many  different 
Lodges  in  the  State,  opportunities  for  employment  present  themselves, 
and  it  must  also  be  true  that,  in  the  event  of  such  an  opening,  a  word 
from  a  member  of  such  Lodge  or  from  the  Master,  to  the  nearest 
Masonic  Employment  Bureau  would  probably  result  in  the  filling"  of 
such  position  by  a  worthy  Mason,  and,  what  is  of  greater  moment  and 
more  importance  considering  our  sworn  obligation  one  to  the  other, 
it  would  result  in  the  relief  of  some  worthy  Brother,  eager  for  work, 
and  competent  to  perform  the  duty  required  of  him.  In  other  words, 
around  the  doors  of  our  Masonic  Bureaus  are  many  ]\Iasons  who  de- 
sire, not  charity,  but  woi*k ;  known  to  the  fift3^-odd  thousand  of  our 
brethren,  from  time  to  time,  are  positions  which  could  be  filled  by 
these  deserving  Brethren  in  distress  ;  our  charitable  work  is  only  half 
done  if  these  men  and  these  positions  are  not  brought  together. 

Let  each  one  of  us  make  the  effort  to  put  in  practice  out  of  the 
Lodge  those  beneficent  truths  we  learn  in  it,  by  making  a  special 
effort  to  keep  the  Masonic  Bureaus  advised,  from  time  to  time,  of 
any  opportunity  for  employment  in  our  respective  localities,  in  order 
that  these  opportunities  may  be  responded  to  by  deserving  Brethren, 
and  that  the  work  of  the  Bureaus  may  thereby  be  made  more  efficient. 

I  make  this  appeal  with  the  sincere  request  that  it  be  considered 
carefully  and  acted  upon  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  is  sent  out, 
in  order  that  our  work  here  in  the  State  may  assume  a  more  prac- 
tical and  substantial  aspect,  and  that  we  may  be  the  better  enabled 
to  justify  ourselves,  as  well  as  our  espousal  of  the  tenets  of  Brotherly 
Love,  Relief  and  Truth. 

Sincerely  and  fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)      IjEnjamin  F.  Bledsoe. 

Grand  Master. 
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GRAND  LODGE,  F.  &  A.  M,  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

July  21,  1915. 

To  the  Masters,  Wardens  and  Brethren, 

Subordinate  Lodges,  P.  &  A.  M.: 

An  unusual  amount  of  congestion  in  the  business  of  the  United 
States  Court  here  in  Los  Angeles,  aggravated  by  the  trial  of  a  single 
case  which  has  run  continuously  from  about  the  middle  of  May,  and 
which  will  probably  last  for  several  weeks  longer,  has  made  it  im- 
possible for  your  Grand  Master  to  make  some  official  visits  he  had 
planned  for  this  month.  I  am  now  hopeful,  however,  that  by  using 
what  may  be  left  of  my  regular  vacation  I  may  be  able  later  to  make 
some  of  the  visits  I  had  in  mind. 

In  this  connection  I  sincerely  trust  the  Fraternity  will  bear  with 
mc  in  the  realization  that  my  official  duties  in  my  court,  because  of 
the  congestion  referred  to,  have  borne  heavily  upon  me;  in  conse- 
quence I  have  felt  that  I  could  not,  in  good  conscience,  even  for  the 
otherwise  laudable  purpose  of  paying  Masonic  visitations — a  ceremony 
full  of  enjoyment  for  me — neglect  or  permit  to  go  unperformed  the 
responsible  labors  devolving  upon  my  present  position. 

I  recently  did  take  an  adjournment  of  my  court  long  enough  to 
go  to  San  Francisco  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  "Masonic 
Day"  at  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition.  While  there  I 
had  the  opportunity  of  observing  the  great  pleasure  the  larger  children 
of  our  home,  about  forty  in  number,  were  deriving  from  their  visit 
to  the  Exposition.  Truly  they  were  having  the  time  of  their  young  lives, 
and  it  ought  to  be  a  source  of  real  and  genuine  satisfaction  to  our 
Fraternity  that  its  helpless  but  deserving  wards  were  thus  permitted 
this  extraordinary  diversion  and  this  great  intellectual  and  educa- 
tional treat. 

This  trip  of  our  children  from  San  Gabriel  to  San  Francisco  and 
return,  including  a  stay  of  10  days  at  the  Fair,  was  made  possible  be- 
cause of  the  initiative  and  generosity  of  the  Brethren  of  the  following 
Lodges  from  the  Bay  District,  viz. : 

Durant  No.  268,  McKinley  No.  347,  Berkeley  No.  363,  Bay  View 
No.  401,  Charter  Rock  No.  410,  Alpha  No.  431,  Live  Oak  No.  61, 
Eden  No.  113,  Alameda  No.  167,  Oak  Grove  No.  215,  Alcatraz  No. 
244,  Apollo  No.  396,  Verba  Buena  No.  403,  Standard  No.  440,  Oakland 
No.  188,  Mosaic  No.  218,  Brooklyn  No.  225,  Eucalyptus  No.  243, 
Alisal  No.  321,  Fruitvale  No.  336,  Sequoia  No.  349,  Occidental  No.  22, 
Golden  Gate  No.  30,  Crockett  No.  139,  Oriental  No.  144,  Mission  No. 
169,  San  Francisco  No.  360,  California  No.  1,  Doric  No.  216,  Rich- 
mond No.  375,  Parnassus  No.  388.  Park  No.  449,  Bethlehem  U.  D., 
Fidelity  No.  120,  Pacific  No.  136,  Starr  King  No.  344,  Presidio  No. 
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354,  Amity  No.  370,  Jewel  No.  375,  Mount  ^Foriali  No.  44,  Excelsior 
No.  166,  So.  San  Francisco  No.  212,  King  Solomon's  No.  260,  Balder 
No.  393,  Fairmount  No.  435,  Petaluma  No.  180,  Alarin  No.  191,  Mill 
Vallc}'  No.  356,  Redwood  City  No.  168,  Mountain  View  No.  194,  San 
IMateo  No.  226,  Palo  Alto  No.  346,  Francis  Drake  No.  376,  Burlingame 
No.  400,  La  Parfaite  Union  No.  17.  Herman  No.  127,  Speranza  Ttali- 
ana  No.  219,  Crocker  U.  D. 

The  members  of  these  Lodges  who  thus  willingly  and  freely  gave 
of  their  personal  funds  that  our  children  might  be  made  happier  and 
be  gi\cn  this  exiraordinary  opportunity,  are  entitled  to  and  are  receiv- 
ing the  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  all  IMasons  throughout  the 
jurisdiction. 

The  awfulncss  of  this  h<3rril)le  war  continues  unabated.  Every  new 
report  from  the  various  "fronts"  of  this  gigantic  struggle  levies  new 
tribute  on  our  sympathy  and  our  compassion.  The  wantonness  of 
liuman  sacrifice — a  challenge  to  our  belief  in  our  boasted  civilization — 
staggers  us,  even  as  the  extent  of  human  suffering  stands  without 
parallel  in  the  whole  domain  of  our  knowledge  and  recollection. 

To  aid  in  the  ]i.irtial  alleviation  of  this  situation,  request  has  been 
made  of  your  (irand  ]\1  aster  1)y  Lodges  in  our  State  and  by  the  Masonic 
War  Relief  Association  of  the  LTnited  States  of  America,  for  con- 
tributions to  be  forwarded,  through  proper  channels,  to  our  brethren 
across  the  sea.  To  these  rcciuests  I  have  felt  constrained  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear;  not  Ix'cause  of  any  want  of  sympathy  upon  my  own  part  for  the 
unfortunate  denizens  of  the  war  zones,  but  because  of  the  fact  that 
T  felt  that  wc  could  not,  in  view  of  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  our 
membership  in  California,  extend  assistance  to  the  people  of  any  one 
nation,  no  matter  how  much  their  plight  might  appeal  to  some  of  us, 
and,  in  addition,  I  have  felt  that  to  extend  or  make  profifers  of  aid 
at  this  time,  to  all  warring  nations  generally,  would  be  but  to  provide, 
mdirectly,  fresh  sinews  of  war  for  those  nations  and  for  those  of  their 
citizens  engaged  in  human  slaughter.  In  other  words,  the  net  result 
of  any  assistance  proceeding  from  us  at  this  time  would  be  merely 
in  aid  of  the  prolongation  of  the  war.  In  consequence  I  have  refused 
to  make  use  of  any  of  the  funds  either  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  of 
sul:)ordinate  Lodges  for  such  purposes. 

The  time  will  come,  however,  and  my  prayer  is  that  it  may  come 
soon,  when  peace  will  once  more  resume  her  wonted  sway;  then  the 
period  of  rehabilitation  will  begin,  then  the  cry  coming  out  of  tlie 
wilderness  of  distress  will  make  unrestrained  appeal  to  the  most 
jjcnevolent  tendencies  of  our  nature,  then  I  shall  expect  the  Masons 
of  California,  individually  as  well  as  collectively,  to  tender  out  of  their 
resources  such  of  their  funds  as  may  be  needed,  both  in  this  country 
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and  abroad,  to  relieve  the  suffering-  and  suecor  llie  distress  following 
in  the  wake  of  the  almost  world-wide  war  now  l)eing  waged. 

There  is  among  the  ,  Brethren  a  pronounced  craving  as  well  as 
necessity  for  additional  information  and  education  along  the  lines  of 
the  true  spirit,  purpose,  philosophy  and  destiny  of  Masonry.  The 
commendable  tendency  is  to  give  less  of  controlling  concern  to  the 
esoteric  features  of  the  Fraternity  and  more  to  its  exoteric  side.  Masons 
as  well  as  the  profanes  are  becoming  more  appreciative  of  the  fact 
that  the  real  genius  of  the  Institution  lies  not  in  its  obligations,  lec- 
tures, floor  work  or  mere  mode  of  operation,  but  in  its  1)roader  concep- 
tion— its  relation  to  human  life,  its  opportunity  for  true  service,  its  de- 
velopment of  the  social  and  fraternal  element  in  man's  make-up.  This 
tendency  is  made  evident  in  the  suggestions  and  requests  coming  to 
the  Grand  Master's  office,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  services  of  those 
who,  skilled  in  Masonic  lore,  traditions  and  symbolism,  may  interest 
and  instruct  the  l^rethren  through  the  medium  of  articles,  lectures  and 
the  like. 

In  this  behalf  I  have  felt  extremely  chary  about  recommending 
or  placing  the  seal  of  my  approval  on  ever}^  ambitious  Masonic  Lec- 
turer who  feels  the  "call"  to  go  forth  and  instruct  or  entertain  the 
Fraternity.  Not  infrequently  such  "call"  is  born  of  a  desire  for  self- 
enrichment  financiall}^,  and,  perhaps  not  unnaturally,  many  good  Masons 
are  prone  to  question  the  propriety  of  a  Masonic  "Message"  that  must 
needs  be  preceded  by  the  assumption  of  a  financial  obligation.  On  the 
other  hand,  of  course,  other  considerations  justifying  such  procedure, 
the  paying  of  a  substantial  sum  to  a  lecturer  in  compensation  for  the 
time,  effort  and  ability  by  hiiu  spent  ought  not  to  be  the  subject  either 
of  criticism  or  of  complaint. 

The  sul)ject  matter  of  Masonic  Lectures,  however,  is  a  matter 
meriting  genuine  concern.  "Masonic  Symbolism,"  a  frequent  subject, 
as  well  as  source  of  inspiration,  because  of  its  illimitable  bounds  and 
possibilities  has  been  in  some  instances  overworked.  In  the  same 
strain  much  so-called  "Masonic  History,"  as  the  same  is  dilated  upon 
by  lecturers,  is  nothing  more  or  less  tha'n  "Masonic  Hysteria."  In  this 
connection  I  am  reminded  of  the  timeliness  of  an  article  in  a  recent 
Masonic  publication  on  this  subject.  "A  Masonic  Hysteric"  was  there 
defined  "as  a  man  with  a  wild  imagination  plus  a  symbol.  The  beauty 
about  a  symbol  is  its  flexibility ;  you  can  see  more  things  in  it  and 
through  it  than  were  ever  dreamed  of  by  mortal  man,  and  no  man  can 
say  you  nay.  It  is  said  that  a  Masonic  hysteric  one  day  saw  some 
rabbit  tracks  in  the  snow  and  he  immediately  began  to  demonstrate 
the  fact  that  the  rabbit  ha.d  a  working  knowledge  of  the  Onmiscience, 
Omnipresence  and  Omnipotence  of  Deity,  bccawsc  the  tracks  -iCrrc  tri- 
angwlar  in  outline." 
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Such  conclusions,  of  course,  arc  of  an  extreme  nature,  but  they 
illustrate  a  well  known  tendency  that  is  valual)le  more  for  its  display 
of  mental  agility  than  for  its  capacity  to  entertain  or  inform. 

Realizing  the  demand  for  "furtlier  light  in  Masonry,"  I  have  de- 
termined to  appoint  a  Committee  on  "Masonic  Education,"  and  I  am 
going  to  ask  this  Committee  to  formulate  such  plans  for  Masonic  re- 
search and  study  as  will  seem  to  them  meet  and  appropriate.  They  can 
suggest,  if  they  will.  Masonic  Lectures  and  Lecturers  .of  real  value, 
and  can  doubtless  also  suggest  means  and  methods  whereby  the  Lodges 
generally  may  become  more  proficient  in  the  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory and  destiny  of  our  common  institution.  I  will  ask  them  to  render 
a  report,  together  w^ith  their  recommendations  to  the  next  Annual 
Connnunication. 

It  was  recently  brought  to  my  attention  by  members  of  a  certain 
Lodge  who  had  been  invited  to  pay  a  fraternal  visit  to  another  Lodge 
in  this  jurisdiction  and  assist  in  the  conferring  of  the  Third  Degree 
therein,  that  during  the  progress  of  the  work  members  of  the  Lodge 
which  was  the  host  of  the  occasion,  in  considerable  numbers,  remained 
out  in  the  social  room  of  the  Lodge  immediately  adjacent  to  the  ante 
room,  engaged  in  playing  cards. 

I  am  a  great  believer,  of  course,  in  the  promotion  of  the  social 
features  of  our  Order;  it  may  be  an  impossibility  even  to  hope  to 
make  a  success  of  our  fraternal  and  benevolent  features  unless  we 
at  the  same  time  keep  in  mind,  and  do  that  which  will  tend  to  promote, 
the  social  features.  One  w^ay,  of  course,  of  contributing  to  these  social 
features  is  by  means  of  games  purely  social  in  their  nature  and  made 
use  of  merely  as  a  diversion.  Of  these  the  indulgence  in  card  games, 
under  the  limitations  just  referred  to,  may  be  regarded  as  not  im- 
proper. However,  it  is  to  my  mind  highly  improper  that  such  card 
games  should  be  conducted  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Lodge 
room  during  the  time  of  the  actual  session  of  a  Lodge.  If  members 
must  engage  in  card  playing  at  that  particular  time  they  should  do  it 
away  from  the  Lodge  room.  .  And  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Master  of  a  Lodge,  and  that  he  is  derelict  if  he  does  not  perform  it, 
to  require  all  members  to  cease  card  playing  in  the  social  rooms  of 
the  Lodge  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  the  Lodge  may  be  in 
session. 

If  an  initiate  observes  that  some  portion  of  the  Lodge  membership 
takes  no  more  interest  in  the  conferring  of  the  degree  upon  him  than 
to  make  it  the  occasion  and  opportunity  to  beguile  the  time  with  a 
card  game,  he  will  form  at  once  a  very  unfavorable  opinion  of  our 
Order,  and  an  equally  unfavorable  opinion  of  men  who  care  no  more 
for  the  high  principles  we  teach  than  to  show  such  open  disregard 
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of  the  time  and  place  duly  appointed  for  their  official  and  ritualistic 
promulgation.  The  course  of  conduct  described  and  referred  to  here- 
inabove meets  with  my  earnest  protest  and  deprecation. 

I  have  just  directed  the  Inspectors  of  this  jurisdiction  to  ascer- 
tain and  advise  me,  in  their  reports  upon  their  several  Lodges,  as  to 
the  Masonic  Charities  of  our  Masonic  bodies ;  are  our  Lodges  main- 
tained merely  for  the  purpose  of  meeting,  conferring  degrees,  pro- 
ducing Past  Masters  and  displaying  the  Square  and  Compass  upon 
coat  lapels  and  watch  chains?  Or  do  they,  in  addition,  recognize  and 
ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  paramount  and  controlling  and  ever-present 
obligation  resting  upon  the  fraternity  has  to  do  with  its  benevolences — 
assistance  to  those  in  distress — service  toward  our  fellowmen? 

Frankly,  in  some  Lodges  I  have  visited  I  have  not  heard  the  sub- 
ject of  Masonic  Charities  mentioned.  This  circumstance  in  itself  is 
inconclusive  because  there  may  have  been  no  occasion  to  mention  them 
at  the  precise  time  of  my  visit.  I  do  believe,  however,  that  some  of 
our  Masonic  Lodges  are,  thoughtlessly,  paying  too  little  attention  to 
the  subject  of  Benevolence  and  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  too  little  of 
our  Masonic  money  is  really  expended  for  "relief." 

"Brotherly  Love"  and  "Truth"  are  not  the  only  tenets  of  Free 
Masonry.  "Relief"  also  is  included  therein,  and  it  was  intended  that 
this  tenet  should  have  a  practical  as  well  as  a  ritualistic  signification. 
The  jingle  of  a  dollar  is  the  sweetest  sound  on  earth — the  most 
exquisite  music  known  to  man — when  it  is  caused  by  the  expenditure 
of  money  in  the  alleviation  of  real  distress.  Of  course  "service"  in 
the  cause  of  humanity  does  not  always  imply  the  use  or  payment  oif 
mere  money.  There  are  many  things  secured  through  the  operations 
of  Masonry  that  money  could  never  buy,  no  matter  how  great  its 
purchasing  power  might  be.  This  sort  of  service  Masonry  is  con- 
stantly engaged  in ;  the  essentially  practical  means  of  rendering  good  to 
our  fellows,  however — the  dispensing  of  tangible,  measurable,  sub- 
stantial "relief" — ought  to  form  a  regular  part  of  our  Masonic  routine. 
The  need  is  noticeable  on  every  side';  we  are  unmindful  of  our  teach- 
ings and  unappreciative  of  our  own  blessings  if  we  do  not  heed  the 
call. 

Fraternally  and  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)    Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 

Grand  Master. 

SAN    ERANCISCO   AND   LOS  ANGELES. 

Perhaps  it  might  have  been  more  modest  had  T  waited  for  someone 
else,  coming  from  another  section  of  the  State,  to  make  mention  of 
the  next  recommendation  T  have  in  mind;  but  being  impressed  with  the 


336 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


great  desira])ility  of  ihc  clian^c  1  lia\'e  to  suggest,  I  am  going  to 
propose  it  myself,  not  l)ecau>e  I  c<»me  from  Los  Angeles,  but  in  spite 
of  the  fact. 

It  is  my  deliberate  judgment  that  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft 
as  a  whole  will  be  subserved  by  a  regular,  even  though  somewhat  in- 
frequent, holding  of  Annual  Comnumications  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  City  of  Los  Angeles. 

This  has  come  to  me,  not,  of  course,  as  you  well  know,  because 
of  any  criticism  of,  or  want  of  liking  for,  our  city  of  San  Francisco, 
the  permanent  home  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  comes  because  of  a  be- 
lief that  the  State  is  so  large  that  we  will  all  be  enabled  to  get  better 
acquainted,  if  you  will  come  down  for  a  visit  with  us  occasionally,  in 
return  for  our  more  frequent  visits  to  you.  We  want  to  play  the  part 
of  host  once  in  a  while,  ourseh  es.  The  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
li\  ing  in  and  about  the  l^ay  Cities,  to  wiiom  our  Annual  Communications 
are  a  matter  approaching  mere  home  concern,  would,  I  am  sure, 
derive  new  pleasure  from  Grand  Lodge  week  if  it  was  given  to  them 
to  visit  with  their  Fraters  in  the  southern  part  of  our  State,  in  so  doing. 
Tn  addition,  the  children's  home,  now  maintained  at  San  Gabriel  and 
soon  to  be  removed  a  few  miles  away  to  Covina,  constitutes  a  vitally 
important  element  in  the  work  of  Masonry,  as  I  have  already  en- 
deavored to  indicate.  There  is  need  for  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  rank  and  tile,  to  visit  that  Home,  as  there  is  need  for  their 
presence,  from  time  to  time,  at  Decoto. 

Personally,  I  would  not  favor  the  Grand  Lodge  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles  every  other  }'ear.  The  drain  upon  our  exchequer  would  be 
too  great.  We  could  afford  to  meet  there,  say,  once  every  three  years  ; 
I  think  we  cannot  afford  to  meet  there  less  often.  In  consonance  with 
the  feelings  of  the  eniire  menibersliip  of  our  Order  in  the  South,  I 
therefore  propose  and  hereby  recommend  that  Section  11  of  the  Consti- 
tution be  amended  to  the  following  intent :  Strike  out  the  qualifying 
clause  added  in  1911  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"Provided,  however,  that,  commencing  with  the  year  5916, 
A.  L.,  and  every  third  year  thereafter,  the  Annual  Communi- 
cations shall  Ijc  held  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles." 

THE  LEGEND  OE  THE  TEMPLE. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  this  city,  I  witnessed  the  presentation  l)y  the 
Brethren  of  the  San  Francisco  Bodies  No.  1,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  of  a  drama 
adapted  from  our  Tliird  Degree  by  Brother  Jesse  Af.  Wliited,  Senior 
Warden  of  C:ilifornia  Lodge  No.  1,  and  entitled  "The  Legend  of  the 
Temple." 
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T  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  presentation,  that  I  requested 
the  Brethren,  even  though  1  knew  it  would  he  a  considerable  in- 
convenience to  themselves,  to  enact  it  during  Grand  Lodge  week,  and 
the.v  graciously  consented  and  it  will  he  presented  on  Thursday  evening 
at  the  Scottish  Rite  Temple. 

It  will  be  worth  your  while  to  witness  this  excellent  production. 
The  Third  Degree  will  have  a  new  meaning  for  you,  and,  in  addition, 
the  dramatic  art  displayed  will  l>e  most  helpful  and  suggestive  to  you  in 
your  own  renderings  of  this  immortal  tragedy.  I  urge  your  presence 
on  the  occasion. 

APPRECIATION. 

I  must  add  my  word  of  thanks  to  those  of  the  l^rcthren  who  have 
been  so  helpful  to  me  during  the  year.  Their  advice,  encouragement,  co- 
operation and  loyally,  have  lightened  my  burdens  most  measural)ly.  To 
the  Grand  Lodge  oHicers  in  particular,  am  I  especially  grateful.  Each 
and  all,  they  have  been  most  willing  to  assume  functions  that  properly 
devolved  on  me,  and  whicli,  but  for  their  generous  and  unselfish  assist- 
ance, would,  perforce,  have  gone  unperformed. 

CONCLUSION. 

Srch,  my  Brethren,  is  my  account  of  my  stewardship.  I  trust  that 
its  presentation  has  not  wearied  you,  and  that  it  will  be  considered 
by  you  in  the  spirit  of  cliarity  which  should  ever  actuate  us  in  the 
rendition  of  our  judgments  upon  those  about  us.  In  all  that  I  have 
done,  I  sought  to  do  the  thing  which  I  thought  you,  in  the  exercise 
of  ydur  best  judgment,  would  have  wished  me  to  do.  I  ask  your 
indulgence,  e\en  as  I  cra\'e  your  good  will. 

BENJAMIN  F.  BLEDSOE, 

Grand  Master. 

The  Deputy  Grand  ^NFaster  appointed  the  following 
Continittee  upon  the  Grand  Master's  Address :  Otto  L. 
Sues,  WilHam  R.  Flint,  Elnter  H.  IMcGowen. 

()n  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henderson,  five  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Past  (jrand  Master  James  B.  Stevens  called  attention 
to  the  al)sence,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  of  the 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


venerable  George  Clement  Perkins,  Grand  Master  in  1874 
— forty-one  years  ago — and  who  is  now  at  his  home  in 
Oakland  suffering  from  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  moved 
that  the  Grand  Secretary  convey  to  the  distinguished 
brother  the  greetings  and  regrets  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Which  motion  was  carried  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Grand  Secretary  thereupon  sent  to  Brother  Perkins 
the  follow^ing  message : 

The  Grand  Lodge  with  regret  notes  your  absence  at  this  Sixty- 
sixth  Annual  Conniiimication,  and  with  fervent  hearts  your  l^rethren 
extend  greetings  and  a  prayer  that  many  useful  days  may  yet  be 
vouchsafed  to  you. 

Subsequently  the  following  response  was  received : 

I  am  deeply  touched  for  the  kind  expression  of  sympathy  and 
fraternal  greeting.  It  is  a  source  of  great  regret  to  me  that  I  am 
deprived  by  illness  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you  during  the 
present  connnunication.  The  fraternity  has  been  instrumental  in  doing 
much  good  for  the  individual  and  the  people  of  our  country,  and  it 
will  continue  for  all  time  a  benediction  to  humanity. 

Thanking  you  again  most  heartily  for  your  kind  remembrances, 
I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

George  C.  Perkins. 

W  illiam  A1)raham  Davies,  (jrand  ^Faster  in  1867,  ap- 
peared and  was  received  with  the  honors  due  to  him. 

Past  Grand  Master  Henderson  introduced  two  resolu- 
tions and  Brother  Fred  Doerr,  for  the  T^odges  of  San  Jose 
and  vicinity,  introduced  a  resolution,  all  touching  upon 
certain  matters  relating  to  a  non-Masonic  organization ; 
and  the  Grand  Master  announced  that  inasmuch  as  the 
subject  matter  was  of  particular  importance,  he  would  later 
appoint  a  special  committee  to  consider  it. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  2  :30  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

Tuesday,  October  12,  1915. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  2 :30  o'clock,  the 
Grand  Master  presiding-. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  Committee 
on  Charters  :  J.  Claude  Perry,  Denman  S.  Wagstaff,  Wil- 
liam W.  Allen,  Joseph  H.  Wilson,  Sydney  B.  Force. 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  as 
follows  : 

7  o  the  M-'-  IV-' •  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Grand  Treasurer  herewith  submits  his  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the- year  ending  July  31,  19LS  : 

The  Grand  Treasurer  in  aceount  -with  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Fiseal 
Year  Ending  July  31,  1915. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  annual  report,  July  31,  1914  $11,807.98 


Received  interest  on  bank  deposits  $  1,499.05 

Received  from  Grand  Secretary   64,149.35 

Received  interest  on  bonds  as  follows  : 

Blue  Lakes  Water  Co  $420.00 

California  Gas  &  Electric  Co  '   450.00 

S.  P.  Railroad    240.00 

Pacihc  Telephone  &  Telegraph   400.00 

Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  Co   100.00— 1,61 0.m 


Total  receipts  for  year    67,258.40 


Total  receipts,  including  l^alance  on  hand  last  an- 
nual report   


$79,066..38 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  as  per  Warrants  1  to  189  .'  $34,891.68 

Balance  on  hand  July  31.  1915  (Union  Trust  Co.)  $44,174.69 

Assets  July  31,  1915. 

Balance  on  hand  (Union  Trust  Co.)  $  44.174.69 

Seven  69(  Blue  Lake  W^ater  Co.  bonds  @  $110  $7,700.00 

Six  47c  S.  P.  Railroad  bonds  @  $93   5,580.00 

Nine  5%  Cal.  Gas  &  Electric  bonds  @  $95   8.550.00 

Eight  5%  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  bonds  @  $93   8,000.00 

Two  5%  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  bonds  @  $93..  1,860.00—31.690.00 
27.500  shares  Masonic  Temple  Association  @  $10   275.000.00 

Total  assets   $350,864.69 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  that  since  closing  his  books 
for  the  past  fiscal  year  he  has  received  from  the  Grand 
Secretary   $  59,568.00 


MASONIC  HOMES  GENERAL  FUND  TO  JULY  31,  1915. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  July  31,  1914....$  30,777.44 
Less  balance  Building  Fund  included  in  above   17,445.63 

Balance  General  Fund    $13,331.81 

Received  from  per  capita  tax  for  year  1914   $53,179.00 

Received  from  Secretary  Masonic  Homes   12,311.65 

Received  interest  on  bank  deposits   1,369.06 

Total  receipts  for  year   66,859.71 

Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  July  31,  1914  $  80,191.52 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Endowment  Fund   $  1,255.37 

Paid  Trustees    73,412.14 


Total  expenditures   

Bahmce  on  hand  July  31.  1915 


74,667.51 
.$  5,524.01 
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MASONIC  HOMES  BUILDING  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1914  $  17,445.63 

Received  from  per  capita  tax  for  year  1914  $26,589.50 

Received  interest  on  bank  deposits   684.53 

Total  receipts  for  year    27,274.03 

Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  July  31.  1914  $  44,719.66 

EXPENDITURES. 

Warrants  paid   $  28,087.86 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915  $  16,631.80 

Total  balance   $  22,155.81 

Bank  balances  : 

Humboldt  Savings  Bank   $  5,526.40 

Uos  Angeles  Bank  &  Trust  Co   15,707.36 

Savings  Union  Bank  &  Trust  Co   922.05 

Total   $22,155.81 

The  Grand  Treasurer  also  reports  that  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  fiscal  year  he  has  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary 
the  following  amounts,  August  1st  to  September  18,  1915  : 

Home  Maintenance  Fund   $48,317.00 

Home  Building  Fund    24,158.50 

Total  ,  $  72.475.50 
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MASONIC  HOMES  ENDOWMENT  FUND  TO  JULY  31,  1915. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1914  $  981.00 

Received  interest  on  bank  deposit.s  $  13,78 

Received   from  various   sources   1,327.12 

Received  from  l)onds  redeemed   1,000.00 

Interest  on  bonds  : 

City  of  Santa  Rarl)ara  $935.45 

Pacilic  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   250.00 

City  of  San  Diego   87.73 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco   100.00 

City  of  Richmond    225.00 

County  of  Orange    250.00—1.848.18 

Total  receipts   4,189.08 


Total  receipts,  includiiig  balance  on  hand  last  report  $  5,170.08 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  City  of  Richmond  Bonds   $  3,026.38 


Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915  (Humboldt  Sav.  Bk.)          $  2,143.70 

Assets  Masonic  Home  Biidouunciit  Pund: 

Balance  on  hand   $-2,143.70 

21  Ay2'A  City  of  Santa  Barbara  ])onds  fr;  $537.50  $11,287.50 

9  Ay2'A  City  of  Santa  Barbar<-i  Ix.nds     $1,000.00....  9,000.00 

2  4>-2'^  City  of  San  ]:)icg()  bonds  r.r  $975.00   1,950.00 

5  5%  Pacilic  Tel.      Tel.  Cc  bonds  ^r/  $1,000.00   5,000.00 

2  S'/r  City  and  County  of  S.  1".  Ix-ndsTr/  $1,000.00....  2,000.00 

5  S'A  County  of  Orange  bonder,,  $1,();)0.00   5,000.00 

5  5a  City    of    Richmond   bonds  Cr/  $1,000.00   5,000.00 

  39,237.50 

Premiums  paid  as  per  last  report  $  434.84 

Premiums  paid  on  bonds  purchased  since  last 

report    11.81 

  446.65 


Total  assets  July  31,   1915  $  41,827.85 

Wm.  p.  Ftlmer, 
Grand  Treasurer. 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  l^^inance. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  annual  report,  as 
follows : 

To  the  M.'-  ]¥•'.  Grand  Lodi^e  of  California: 

Herewith  my  annual  report,  exhi1)iting  all  transactions  of  this 
office  required  hy  the  Constitution,  and  such  otlier  matters  as  may 
he  of  interest  to  Grand  Lodge  : 

■  We  have  now  375  Lodges,  and  55,341  memljers,  a  gain  in  ten  years 
of  76  Lodges  and  23,780  members.  At  the  close  of  the  last  Annual 
Communication  there  were  367  chartered  Lodges  on  the  roll  of  Grand 
Lodge.  Since  then,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  dispensations  to 
form  eight  new  Lodges  have  been  issued,  as  follows  : 

December  25,  1914 — Bethlehem  Lodge,  at  San  Francisco.  John 
Liddle  McNab,  Master ;  Charles  Kean  Harper,  Senior  Warden ; 
Adolphus  Ehrhardt  Graupner,  Junior  Warden ;  and  Clarence  Frank 
Bovee.  Clyde  Norman  White.  Haves  Pierce  Speakman,  Charles  William 
Green,  William  Wilford  Healey,  Robert  Henry  Gay,  John  Leon  Thorpe, 
Russell  Turner  Ainsworth,  Charles  Lewis  Smith,  Matthew  Watson 
Backus,  Heman  Grey  Squier,  Harry  Henry  Velleno,  Frederick  Augus- 
tus King,  William  Frederic  Biehl,  Carl  Sawvell,  Frank  "B."  Wood- 
house,  George  Elwood  Wenzel,  Charles  Edward  Peirce,  Clarence 
Edward  Baen.  Fred  Duncan  Bullock,  Eugene  Squier. 

February  22,  1915 — Crocker  Lodge,  at  Daly  City.  San  Mateo  coun- 
ty. Richard  Frederic  Chilcott,  Master ;  Andrew  McNeill  McKeown, 
Senior  Warden ;  Thomas  Madgwick,  Junior  Warden ;  and  Harry  Re- 
nowden  Painton,  George  Edward  Archer,  George  Watson,  John  Hart- 
ley Roberts,  Angus  Campbell,  John  Robertson,  Alexander  Campbell, 
Ezra  Francis  Bishop,  William  Valentine  McLean,  George  Richard 
Hutchinson,  Jonathan  Jentlcman  Coakley,  William  Rossiter  Harmon, 
James  Amos  Adams. 

March  24,  1915 — Riverbank  Lodge,  at  Riverbank,  Stanislaus  coun- 
ty. John  Brockinton  Pressley,  Master ;'  James  Albert  Brackett,  Senior 
Warden ;  Charles  Clinton  Beals,  Junior  Warden ;  and  Olof  Edwin 
Johnson,  John  Joseph  Connelly,  Jesse  Edwin  Williams,  William  Ora 
Post,  Charles  Henry  Gillis,  Wilferd  Wells  Walker,  George  Seymour 
Daniels,  DeSoto  Humboldt  Grant,  Erroll  Hubcr  McHugh,  Francis 
William  Hansen,  Edward  Monroe  Sanjule,  Roljert  Van  Vliet  Brom- 
ley, Luther  Richard  Hansen,  John  Joseph  Hupfer,  William  "E." 
Martin,  Joseph  Tandrow,  Fred  Winfield  Scheela. 

April  21,  1915 — Golden  West  Lodge,  at  San  Francisco.  James 
Daniel  McAlpin,  Master ;  George  Rolicrt  Brockman,  Senior  Warden ; 
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Adolph  Louis  William  Zillmer,  Junior  Warden;  and  Morton  Moody 
Hall,  Leroy  Martin  Allum,  Elmer  Musin  Hundle3%  Henry  Ward  Beach, 
William  Alfred  Anderson  Naylor,  John  All^ert  Russell,  George  Edward 
Chapin,  Lewis  Herman  Colon,  Walter  Sherman  Coughlan,  Vv'illiam 
Henry  Reid,  Ralph  Jones,  Frank  Valentine  Davis,  Alfred  Bernard 
Clark,  Marcus  White  Frederick,  Thomas  Irwin,  Earle  Clavbourn 
Miles. 

M;i\-  12,  1915 — Kennetl,  at  Kcnnell,  Shasta  county.  Cephas  Lewis 
Circgg,  Master;  Vaughan  William  Ash,  Senior  Warden;  Edward  Cyrus 
Thompson,  Junior  Warden;  and  Charles  Augustus  HofTmaster,  Leotis 
William  Kirk,  James  Erwin  Harris,  John  McQuarrie  Muir,  Monroe 
Baer,  Frank  Leroy  Brown,  Ben  Banes  Parker,  John  Peter  Sandholdt, 
Janus  Stanton  Smiths(Mi,  Harry  Donnelly,  Bernard  Golinsky,  Clyde 
Wade  .^niitli,  (".eorge  Miller  Davis,  Thomas  William  Nicholas,  James 
Calven  Hays,  Noah  Jacob  Penturf,  Ehhn  Sh.inton  Ellis. 

May  26.  1915 — Ramona  Lodge,  near  Alhaml)ra,  Los  Angeles  coun- 
ty. Walter  J.  Johnson,  Master;  William  Ellis  Cole,  Senior  Warden; 
Timothy  Morton  Doyle,  Junior  Warden  ;  and  Thomas  Berrey,  George 
Henry  Boynton,  Ad(^lphiis  Newton  Bodinus,  John  George  Coward, 
Hubert  OdcMitlial,  Gordon  r>>r()n  liish,  Fred  Whitney  Marshall,  Frank 
Valentine  Marsliall,  Arlow  Ahin  Watson,  Tlic^mas  F.  Vanasek,  Frank 
Loon  Johnson,  Royal  Francis  Richards,  Frederick  Wilhelm  Busch, 
Edward  Lewis  Farmer,  Charles  Bates  ^hort,  Richard  Fred  Steyer, 
William  Crittenden  Lockett,  Benjamin  Joseph  Trainor,  Orville  Eli 
Brown,  Edmond  Leonard  Tripp. 

August  6,  1915 — Henry  S.  Orme  Lodge,  at  Los  Angeles.  James 
Harry  Andrews,  ]\faster ;  John  Henry  Sheridan,  Senior  Warden ; 
Edward  Morrison.  Junior  Warden ;  and  Harry  Elmer  Eisele,  Arthur 
Linwood  Crandall,  Henry  Stanley  Wood,  Luke  Houghton,  Albert 
James  Reid,  Frederic  Newton,  Roy  Dwain  Wolfe,  Frank  John  Urson, 
Adolpli  ?\lartin  Hanson,  "J."  Wellington  DeYoe,  Howard  Holton 
Rowins. 

Octol^er  12,  1915 — Mount  Oso  Lodge,  at  Tracy,  San  Joaquin  county. 
Frank  Harloe  Westlake,  Master;  Victor  Mayer,  Senior  Warden;  Lloyd 
l\an  Gerry,  Junior  Warden;  and  Walter  Scott  Joy,  Herbert  "E."  Little- 
jolm,  Henry  Heil,  Charles  "E."  Pulliam,  Ralph  "D."  Whipple.  Leonard 
John  Westlake,  Nelson  Shields  Dwelly,  Simeon  John  Frerichs.  Milner 
Reginald  Fothergill,  Harry  "W."  Wilson,  Edwin  Henry  Williams, 
Roy  Whittier  Ames,  Bayard  Taylor  Baker,  David  Rolland  Payne, 
Orville  Hurd  Root,  Francis  Willard  Duffy,  Albert  Percival  Gerow, 
Lynn  Oliver  Stark. 

The  petitions  for  the  above-named  Lodges  were  all  duly  signed 
by  the  Constitutional   num1)er  of  Master   Masons,   "accompanied  by 
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the  (limits  or  certihcates  of  the  signers,"  which  under  our  law  as  it 
now  stands  results  in  confusion,  in  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
signers  are  nominally  now  members  of  two  Lodges,  actual  dimits  not 
having  been  issued.  I  submit  that  the  law  should  be  so  framed  that 
when  a  member  joins  in  the  organization  of  a  new  Lodge  his  mem- 
Ijership  should  automatically  cease  in  another  Lodge.  If  the  member 
hails  from  another  jurisdiction,  no  certificate  other  than  a  dimit  should 
be  received. 

A  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  consolidation  of 
Fowler  Lodge  No.  398  with  Selma  Lodge  No.  277  is  presented  here- 
with, together  with  the  ballots  of  the  members,  showing  a  practically 
unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  consolidation,  under  the  name  and  number 
of  Selma  Lodge  No.  277. 

Pursuant  to  the  consent  of  Grand  Lodge,  unanimously  granted  at 
last  Annual  Communication,  a  new  edition  of  the  "Constitution  and 
Ceremonies"  was  printed  in  April,  1915,  and  all  references  to  Parts 
and  Articles  were  eliminated,  thus  making  the  l)ook  more  easily  read 
and  cross-references  more  readily  found. 

The  membership  one  year  ago  was  53,179,  and  notwithstanding  the 
general  cry  of  hard  times  and  depression  of  business,  we  this  year 
have  gained  2162  members,  making  the  total  membership  now  55,341. 
Last  year  the  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  amounted  to  532 
and  the  restorations  133 ;  this  year  the  suspensions  are  732,  and  the 
restorations  146.  I  cannot  escape  the  conviction  that  suspensions  are 
not  always  the  result  of  depressed  business  conditions,  but  that  in 
many  instances  the  member  in  arrears  might  be  kept  in  good  standing 
and  Masonic  usefulness  by  studied  effort  on  the  part  of  Masters  and 
Secretaries.  The  largest  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  member- 
ship of  more  than  nine  hundred,  lost  no  member  last  year  by  reason 
of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues.  And  yet  this  Lodge  pays 
annually  in  the  way  of  relief  the  princely  sum  of  approximately  seven 
dollars  from  each  member.  One  of  the  principal  committees  is  a 
"Committee  on  Delinquent  Members,"  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the.  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  delinquency — with 
the  happy  result  that  if  a  member  be  in  distress,  his  dues  are  promptly 
remitted,  and  if  he  be  negligent  merely,  he  is  shown  the  error  of  his 
ways  and  In's  duly  to  his  fellows.  This  scheme  is  hopefully  submitted 
to  those  Lodges  which  lose  members  l)y  suspension. 

In  this  connection  I  submit  for  your  careful  consideration  the 
following  excerpt  from  the  "New  Free-Mason's  Monitor,"  by  James 
Hardie,  published  in  the  year  1818,  under  the  caption,  "Of  Qualifica- 
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tions  Necessary  for  Those  Who  Wish  to  Become  Free-Masons":  "No 
person  is  capable  unless  he  be  of  sufficient  natural  endowments,  with 
an  estate,  office,  trade,  occupation,  or  some  visil)le  way  of  acquiring 
an  honest  livelihood,  as  becomes  the  members  of  this  most  ancient 
and  honorable  fraternity ;  who  ought  not  only  to  earn  a  sufficiency  for 
themselves  and  families,  but,  likewise,  have  something  to  spare  for 
works  of  charity  and  mercy.  They  ought  previous  to  their  application 
for  admission,  to  consider  their  income,  and  the  situation  of  their 
families." 

If  somewhat  of  the  al)ove  policy  should  be  pursued  l)y  Lodges, 
our  Boards  of  Relief  would  be  taxed  less  and  we  would  not  be  so 
rapidly  drifting  into  the  condition  of  an  eleemosynary  institution. 

Transcripts  of  trial  records  have  been  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  as  follows: 

Case  No.  51 — Expelled  by  California  Lodge  No.  1  ;  petition  for 
restoration. 

Case  No.  \52 — Retrial.  Alember  of  Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21  ;  sus- 
pended by  Honolulu  Lodge  No.  409. 

Case  No.  160— Retrial.  Member  of  West  Lake  Lodge  No.  392; 
expelled  by  South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320. 

Case  No.  168 — Member  of  Mission  Lodge  No.  169;  expelled  by 
Bakersfield  Lodge  No.  224. 

Case  No.  169 — Expelled  by  Carquinez  Lodge  No.  337. 

Case  No.  170— Expelled  l)y  Carquinez  Lodge  No.  337. 

Case  No.  171— Suspended  by  Midway  Lodge  No.  426. 

Case  No.  172— ^Member  of  Moneta  Lodge  No.  405;  expelled  by 
Pentalpha  Lodge  No.  202. 

Case  No.  173— Expelled  by  Humboldt  Lodge  No.  79. 

Case  No.  174— (E.  A.)     Expelled  by  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  306. 

Case  No.  175— T^Iemljcr  of  Jewel  Lodge  No.  374;  tried  by  Doric 
Lodge  No.  216  and  acquitted.    Appeal  by  accuser. 

Case  No.  176— Expelled  by  Hollenbeck  Lodge  No.  319. 

Case  No.  177 — Member  of  Jachin  Lodge  No.  739,  Kentucky;  ex- 
pelled l)y  Eureka  Lodge  No.  16. 

Case  No.  178— Member  of  Temescal  Lodge  No.  314;  expelled  by 
Evergreen  Lodge  No.  259. 

Case  No.  179— Expelled  1)y  Moneta  Lodge  No.  405. 

Case  No.  180— Expelled  by  IMoneta  Lodge  No.  405. 

Case  No.  181— Suspended  by  Porterville  Lodge  No.  303. 
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Case  No.  182— Expelled  1)y  Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21. 

Case  No.  183— Expelled  by  Burlinganie  Lodge  No.  400. 

Case  No.  184— Expelled  by  Moneta  Lodge  No.  405. 

Case  No.  185— Expelled  by  La  Parfaite  Union  Lodge  No.  17. 

Case  No.  186 — Suspended  by  Laurel  Lodge  No.  245. 

Case  No.  187 — Suspended  by  South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320. 

Case  No.  153— Retrial.  Member  of  South  West  Lodge  No.  283; 
expelled  by  San  Diego  Lodge  No.  35. 

Of  proposed  amendments  to  the  By-Laws,  the  Grand  Master  has 
approved  the  following  : 

Reducing  fees  for  degrees  :  Occidental  No.  22 ;  San  Diego  No.  35  ; 
Excelsior  No.  166;  Orange  Grove  No.  293;  Vallee  de  France  No.  329; 
West  Gate  No.  335;  Ferris  No.  411;  Blackmer  No.  442. 

Increasing  fees  for  degrees:  Gold  Hill  No.  32;  Hornitos  No.  98; 
Pacific  No.  136;  Laurel  No.  245;  Lodi  No.  256;  Santa  Paula  No.  291; 
Temescal  No.  314;  West  Lake  No.  392. 

Reducing  dues:  Enterprise  No.  70  (from  $24  to  v$18)  ;  Inglewood 
No.  421. 

Increasing  dues :  Tuolumne  No.  8 ;  George  Washington  No.  62 ; 
Hornitos  No.  98;  Bear  Mountain  No.  76;  Molino  No.  150;  Woodland 
No.  156;  Laurel  No.  245  (to  $18)  ;  Pomona  No.  246;  Tuscan  No.  261; 
Santa  Paula  No.  291  ;  Berkeley  No.  363 ;  Eagle  Rock  No.  422. 

Fixing  fee  for  second  and  third  degrees :    Wilmington  No.  198. 

Repealing  affiliation  fee:    Midway  No.  426. 

Creating  affiliation  fee:  Suisim  No.  55;  Paso  Robles  No.  286; 
Temescal  No.  314. 

Increasing  affiliation  fee:  Live  Oak  No.  61;  Fidelity  No.  120; 
Doric  No.  216;  Verba  Buena  No.  403. 

Changing  time  of  stated  meetings :  Tuolumne  N^o.  8 ;  Temple 
No.  14;  Gold  Hill  No.  32;  Illinoistown  No.  51;  Suisun  No.  55;  Ama- 
dor No.  65;  Sincerity  No.  132;  Abell  No.  146;  Redwood  No.  168; 
Confidence  No.  203;  Granite  No.  222;  Janesville  No.  232;  Fresno 
No.  247;  Hesperian  No.  264;  Orland  No.  265;  Arroyo  No.  274;  Oak- 
dale  No.  275  ;  Madera  No.  280 ;  South  Vv^est  No.  283  ;  Elsinore  No.  289 ; 
Los  Gatos  No.  292;  Mokelumne  Hill  No.  298;  Santa  Lucia  No.  302; 
Norwalk  No.  315;  Sanger  No.  316;  Alhambra  No.  322;  Fullerton 
Xo.  339;  Buena  Park  No.  357;  Brawley  No.  402;  Calexico  No.  412: 
Arlington  No.  404;  Exeter  No.  424;  Pittsburg  No.  429;  Coronado 
No.  441;  La  Puente  No.  446;  Mount  Dia1)lo  No.  448;  San  Pasqual 
No.  452.  _ 
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By  order  of  the  (^irand  ATastcr,  special  (lis])ensations  for  various 
purposes  ha\e  lieen  issued  from  (lii^  nfliee.  as  follows: 

To  elect  officers  ai  a  tiuie  other  llian  thai  fixed  law  :  Uenicia 
No.  5;  Mornitos  No.  98;  Lasseu  No.  149;  Keystoue  No.  161;  Excelsior 
No.  166;  Keith  No.  187;  Coufidence  No.  203;  Hill's  Ferry  No.  236; 
Arroyo  No.  274;  Carquiuez  No.  337;  San  Fernandi^  No.  343;  Arling- 
ton No.  414;  Lindsay  No.  416;  Alpha  No.  431. 

To  reballot  upon  rejected  candidates  within  twelve  months:  Live 
Oak  No.  61;  Pacilic  No.  136;  South  San  Francisco  No.  212;  Solano 
No.  229;  Laurel  No.  245;  King  Solomon's  No.  260;  Durant  No.  268; 
Sequoia  No.  349;  Veteran  No.  373;  Balder  No.  393;  Moneta  No.  405; 
Elysian  No.  418;  Alpha  No.  431;  Golden  West  U.  D. 

To  receive  petition  from  nu-mher  V.  »S.  army:    Sih'cr  Gate  No.  296. 

Resolutions  creating  life  memberships  have  been  adopted  by  the 
following  Lodges,  and  approved  by  the  ("irand  ALaster :  Areata  No. 
106;  B.rooklyn  No.  225;  Presidio  No.  354;  Burlingame  No.  400;  Park 
No.  449. 

A  formal  request  for  recognition  lias  been  received  from  the  (^irand 
Tjxlgc  of  Ancient  Free  rmd  Acce|)ted  Masons  of  Queensland,  which, 
by  order  of  the  (n-and  2\laster,  has  been  referred  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  condition  of  the  Special  Emergency  Relief  Fund  in  the  hands 


of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  as  follows  : 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  report  of  1914  $6,281.87 

October  31.  1914— Refund  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio   1.666.67 

December  31,  1914— Dividend   131.17 

June  30,  1915— Dividend   161.58 

Amount  now  in  fund  $8,241.29 


The  refund  from  Ohio  referred  to  above  was  returned  l)y  Robin- 
son Locke,  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  Masons  Flood  Relief  Connnitlee. 
being  one-third  of  our  contribution  to  the  flood  sufferers  in  and  around 
Dayton. 

Other  than  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  jurisdictic^ns,  few  l)0()ks 
have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year.  The  contri1)utions 
have  been  a  splendid  edition  of  the  Bil)le  by  ]\lrs.  Helen  Knights,  a 
copy  of  the  ^Masonic  Correspondence  of  George  Washington,  edited 
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by  Julius  F.  Saclisc.  Librarian  of  tbc  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyhania, 
and  througli  tbc  efforts  of  Brotbcr  Henry  M.  Owens  we  bave  received 
from  our  Grand  Alarsbal,  Brotber  Wilbani  Kettner.  a  large  number 
of  Reports  from  tbe  Government  printing  office  at  Wasbington. 

Unfinisbed  business  :  Relative  to  tbe  decision  of  the  Grand  Master 
disapproving  tbe  action  of  Yolo  Lodge  in  accepting  tbe  verdict  of  a 
Lodge  in  Nevada  wbicb  tried  and  suspended  a  member  of  Yolo  Lodge. 
(Referred  to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence;  Proc.  1914,  pages  129,  130.) 

Also  tbe  matter  of  relief  to  members  of  Scottish  Lodges,  as  dis- 
closed in  correspondence  submitted  by  tbe  Grand  Master.  (Referred 
to  Finance  Committee;  Proc.  1914,  pages  31,  88.) 

I  bave  to  extend  heartfelt  thanks  to  Grand  Lodge  for  the  vacation 
permitted  last  winter,  which  resulted  in  renewed  health  and  spirits 
for  me.  During  my  absence  tbe  business  of  Grand  Lodge  was  in 
charge  of  Brotber  Harry  S.  Johnson,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  and 
it  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I  testify  to  bis  unfailing  urbanity  and 
entire  efficiency  in  handling  tbe  affairs  of  the  office. 

During  tbe  year  ending  July  31,  1915,  I  bave  drawn  against  the 
Grand  Treasurer  as  follows : 


Warrant 
No. 

1.  John  Wbicher,  salary,  August.  1914  $  300.00 

2.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  August,  1914   250.00 

3.  PL  S.  Johnson,  salary,  August,  1914   150.00 

4.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  September,  1914   150.00 

5.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  August,  1914   13.63 

6.  John  Wbicher,  expressage   2.63 

7.  Schwabacber-Frey  Co.,  carbon  paper,  pencils,  paste,  etc.  10.05 

8.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co..  June  to  September,  1914   2.25 

9.  Rabjohn  &  Morcum,  frame  to  picture   1.25 

10.  C.  B.  Seaman,  150  Inspector's  Reports   5.00 

11.  D.  G.  Blakiston,  oil  portrait  O.  S.  Henderson   100.00 

12.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses.  July  24  to  August  26,  1914   158.30 

13.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

14.  Jolm  Wbicher.  salary.  September,  1914   300.00 

15.  T.  J.  liaker,  salary,  September,  1914   250.00 

16.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  Septeml^er.  1914   150.00 

17.  Masonic  Temple  As.sociation.  rent.  October.  1914   150.00 

18.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

19.  Geo.  R.  Caldwell,  binding  Roll  Call   .75 
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20.  M.  W.  Xmianiaker,  dictation  and  typing  Grand  Master's 

address    10.00 

21.  Shannon-Conniy,  500  small  2c  envelopes,  $12.50;  500 

large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75  ;  200  notices  of  dedication 

$2.75    28.00 

22.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  500  letter  circulars  (Gr.  Master)  5.25 

23.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co",  rent,  September,  1914   9.05 

24.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses.  August  27  to  September  24.  1914  137.05 

25.  Geo.  R.  Armstrong,  15,500  Receipts  for  dues   57.35 

26.  Mrs.  M.  Tower,  washing  150  aprons   8.20 

27.  Wm.  P.  Kilmer,  Pay  Roll,  1914   7,374.55 

28.  Norman  Mullin,  solo  at  opening  of  Grand  Lodge   10.00 

29.  Benj.  F.  Bledsoe,  contingent  expenses  of  Grand  Master  1,200.00 

30.  Samuel  D.  Mayer,  salary  and  sundries   80.00 

31.  Geo.  P.  Adams,  salary  as  Grand  Tyler   125.00 

32.  Board  of  Relief,  San  Francisco,  appropriation   2,672.40 

33.  Board  of  Relief.  Los  Angeles,  appropriation   4.000.00 

34.  Board  of  Relief,  San  Diego,  appropriation   1,000.00 

35.  Board  of  Relief,  Oakland,  appropriation    116.00 

36.  Illinoistown   Lodge   No.   51,   reimbursement   a/c  Bro. 

Mormon    90.00 

37.  Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215,  reimbursement  a/c  relief   70.65 

38.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Bates,  oil  portrait  M.  M.  Estee   125.00 

39.  A.  B.  Barnett,  Elsinore  Lodge  No.  289,  mileage,  1912....  5.25 

40.  J.  _S.  Godeau,  four  dozen  gloves   11.00 

41.  Shrevc  &  Co.,  silver  service,  J.  D.  Murphey   300.00 

42.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  hall,  annual  communication  150.00 

43.  F.  E.  Gentry,  stenographer  to  committees   30.00 

44.  John  Whicher,  balance  pay  roll   108.00 

45.  John  Whicher,  salary,  October,  1914   300.00 

46.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  October,  1914   250.00 

47.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  October,  1914   150.00 

48.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  November,  1914   150.00 

49.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge^.   25.00 

50.  John  Whicher,  sundry  expense  during  month   14.94 

51.  Ro_\al  Tndemnitv  Co.,  premium  bonds  Gr.  Sec.  and  Gr. 

"Treas  '   62.50 

52.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  October.  1914   9.15 

53.  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  attention  to  machine....  4.0f) 

54.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  3200  cards.  Credential  Committee  9.75 

55.  H.  T.  Wright,  Assistant  to  Grand  Tyler  '  15.00 

56.  A.  L.  Auradou.  engrossing  13  charters   13.00 

57.  E.  C.  Hughes  Co.,  500  2c  envelopes,  $12.50;  1000  letter 

heads  Grand  Master.  $13.50   26.00 

58.  Remington  Typewriter  Co.,  repairing  two  machines   2.35 
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59.  Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  rent  of  niaehine   2.50 

60.  Airs.  M.  Tower,  wasliing  apron.s  and  gloves   40.25 

61.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  October  24  to  30,  1914   27.45 

62.  Shannon-Conmy,  1000  reports  Masonic  Temple  Assn   9.50 

63.  Edward  H.  Hart,  Chairman  Committee  on  Correspond- 

ence  ■   200.00 

64.  John  Whicher,  salary,  November,  1914   300.00 

65.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  November,  1914   250.00 

66.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  November,  1914   150.00 

67.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent.  Deceml)er,  1914   150.00 

68.,    Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 


69.  Shannon-Conmy,  400  lists  of  rejections,  $15.00  ;  500  large 
2c  envelopes,  $12.75  ;  1000  circulars,  $6.00 ;  500  clasp 
envelopes,  $4.25;  500  small  2c  envelopes,  $12.50;  500 
large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75  ;  2000  certificates  of  elec- 
tion, $9.00;  2400  inspector's  certificates,  $10.75;  lOOO 
Monitors,  $120.00  ;  500  addresses,  Waste,  Linscott  & 
Filmer,  $18.00;  500  large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75;  400 
lists  of  rejections,  $12.00;  250  clasp  envelopes,  $3.50  249.25 


70.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  $20.50;  sundries,  $1.27  21.77 

71.  D.  G.  Blakiston,  oil  portrait  C.  W.  Nutting   100.00 

72.  W.  M.  Brunt  Co.,  650  examination  questions   13.00 

73.  Rabjohn  &  Morcum,  frame  portrait  Henderson   35.00 

74.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  2000  amendments  to  Constitution  16.50 

75.  Charles  M.  Plum,  one  rug    14.50 

76.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co..  rent  November,  1914   9.36 

77.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  September  to  December,  1914....  2.25 

78.  John  Whicher,  salary,  December.  1914   300.00 

79.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  December,  1914   250.00 

80.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  January,  1915   150.00 

81.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  December,  1914   150.00 

82.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

83.  Shannon-Conmy,  1300  Proceedings,  1914   1.193.20 

84.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  250  amendments  to  Constitution, 

1913   '.   5.00 

85.  D.  G.  Blakiston,  oil  portrait  W.  S.  Wells   100.00 

86.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co..  rent,  December,  1914   8.00 

87.  W.  P.  Jeffries  Co.,  600  2c  envelopes    15.25 

88.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  November  28  to  December  24,  1914  47.60 

89.  Geo.  R.  Armstrong,  13,000  receipts,  $51.60;  50  tubes.  $3.50  55.10 

90.  W.  D.  Engle.  subscription  to  Relief  Assn.  U.  S.  and 

Canada    265.90 

91.  John  Whicher.  salary,  January,  1915   300.00 

92.  T.  J.  Baker,  salar.v,  January,  1915   250.00 
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93.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  Januar.v,  1915   150.00 

94.  j\Iasonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  Februar_v,  1915   150.00 

95.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Tajlor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

96.  John   Whicher,   expressage,   $120.55 ;    revenue  stamps. 

$6.00;  stenographer,  $2.00   128.55 

97.  Shannon-Conmy,  500  large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75  ;  binding 

5  volumes  Proceedings,  $7.50;  400  lists  rejections, 
$16.00;  2000  address  labels.  $5.00;  500  mileage  tags, 

$2.25    43.50 

98.  W.  N.  Brunt  Co..  500  inspector's  commissions   9.50 

99.  Ncal  Publishing  Co.,  300  amendments,  1912   8.50 

100.  Rabjohn  &  Alorcum.  frame  portrait  C.  W.  Nutting   35.00 

101.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co.,  wrapping  paper   2.75 

102.  E.  C.  Hughes  Co.,  1600  letterheads    9.50 

103.  Irvine  &  Jachens.  repairing  dater   1.50 

104.  Rabjohn  &  Morcum,  frame  portrait  W.  S.  Wells   35.00 

105.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  January.  1915   9.67 

106.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  December  29  to  January  28.  1915  45.70 

107.  John  Whicher.  salar^r,  February.  1915   300.00 

108.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  February,  1915   250.00 

109.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  February,  1915   150.00 

110.  INlasonic  Temple  Association,  rent.  March,  1915   150.00 

111.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

112.  D.  G.  Blakiston.  oil  portrait  J.  D.  Murphey   100.00 

113.  Pantagraph    Printing   &   Stationery   Co.,   400  lists  of 

Lodges    174.14 

114.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  1200  circulars,  price  list   10.25 

115.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  February,  1915   8.40 

116.  L.  M.  Alexander  Co.,  overhauling  machine   12.50 

117.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps.  $34.00;  expressage.  $4.19  38.19 

118.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  January  30  to  February  24,  1915  105.60 

119.  John  Whicher,  salary,  March,  1915   300.00 

120.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  March,  1915   250.00 

121.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  March,  1915   150.00 

122.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  April.  1915   150.00 

123.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

124.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  December  to  March,  1915   2.25 

125.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co..  uue  l)<»x  pens   1.75 

126.  Rabjohn  &  Morcum,  frame  portrait  J.  D.  Murphey   35.00 

127.  W.  N.  Brunt,  55,000  circulars   (endowment  fund  )   190.00 

128.  Irvine  &  Jachens,  6  line  stamp   1.20 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA  353 

129.  Eleanor  C.  Bannister,  oil  portrait  J.  A.  Fosliay   100.00 

130.  Shannon-Conmy,  1200  rosters  v$295.50;  sundry  printing 

$55    351.00 

131.  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  attention  to  machine....  4.00 

132.  Schmidt  Lithograph  Co.,  500  small  diplomas   65.00 

133.  Geo.  R.  Armstrong,  19,000  receipts,  $70.30;  300  life  mem- 

bership receipts,  $9.00   79.30 

134.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  February  24  to  March  18,  1915....  94.65 

135.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps   94.00 

136.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  March,  1915   8.20 

137.  John  Whicher,  salary,  April,  1915   300.00 

138.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  April,  1915   250.00 

139.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  April,  1915   150.00 

140.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent.  May.  1915   150.00 

141.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

142.  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  rent  of  safe  deposit  box   7.50 

143.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  April,  1915   8.64 

144.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  250  diplomas  imprinted   1.50 

145.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  March  28  to  April  10,  1915   22.70 

146.  John  Whicher,  salary,  May,  1915   300.00 

147.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary.  May,  1915   250.00 

148.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  ALay,  1915   150.00 

149.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  June,  1915   150.00 

150.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

151.  G.  P.  Caldwell,  4  rosters,  $80.00;  pay  roll  and  roll  call, 

$9.00    89.00 

152.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co.,  24  grip  files,  $4.50;  1  box  eyelets, 

25c    4.75 

153.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  May,  1915   10.13 

154.  Shannon-Conmy,  1000  Monitors,  $120.00;  printing,  $24.75  144.75 

155.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  April  25  to  May  27,  1915   108.30 

156.  John  Whicher,  cxpressage   3.96 

157.  J.  B.  Heitman,  order  of  Grand- Master   25.00 

158.  John  Whicher,  salary,  June,  1915   300.00 

159.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  June,  1915   250.00 

160.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  June,  1915   150.00 

161.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

162.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

163.  Geo.  P.  Caldwell,  cash  book   6.25 

164.  H.  S.  Crocker  Co.,  city  directory   7.50 

165.  J.  P.  Fraser,  papering  Grand  Secretary's  office   22.00 
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166.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co..  rent,  June.  1915   9.11 

167.  Rabjohn  &  IMorcuni,  frame  portrait  Foshay   35.00 

168.  Xeal  Publishing  Co.,  1000  Constitutions  and  Ceremonies  526.65 

169.  W.  P.  Jefifries  Co.,  200  2c  envelopes   6.00 

170.  Geo.  R.  Armstrong",  17,000  receipts  for  dues   65.05 

171.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co..  rent  to  June  1.  1915   2.25 

172.  Xeal  Pul)lis]iing  Co.,  500  2c  envelopes   12.50 

173.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  June  2  to  June  24,  1915   113.55 

174.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  July.  1915   150.00 

175.  William  P.  Filmer.  salary  for  year  ,.  200.00 

176.  John  Whicher.  salary.  July.  1915   300.00 

177.  T.  J.  Baker,  .salary.  July.  1915   250.00 

178.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary.  July.  1915   150.00 

179.  -Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

180.  Jack  Heitman.  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

181.  ]\lasonic  Temple  Association,  rent.  August,  1915   150.00 

1S2.  Jolm  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  $36.12;  telegrams,  72c; 

Wells  Fargo  Express,  $1.93   38.77 

183.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent.  July,  1915   8.30 

184.  H.  S.  Crocker  Co..  addrcssograph   113.05 

185.  Walter  X.  Brunt,  1000  second  sheets   1.00 

186.  ^I.  M.  Herndon.  tyi)ing  reports  of  inspectors   5.50 

187.  Xeal  Publishing  Co.,  1000  circulars  inr  Grand  Master  12.50 

188.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  800  envelopes  for  annual  returns, 

$8.50;  800  annual  return  blanks.  $85.00;  500  small  2c 
envelopes,  $12.50;  500  large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75;  400 

lists  of  rejections,  $20.00  ;  2  receipt  blanks,  $15.00   153.75 

189.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  July  10  to  July  30,  1915   64.05 


Total   :  $34,891.69 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  account  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31,  1915  : 

I)ues  from  sul)ordinate  Lodges   $60,879.15 

Fees  for  charters  (13)   650.00 

Dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges   600.00 

Special  dispensations  for  various  purposes   430.00 

San  Francisco  Board  of  Relief,  cash  refunded   5.00 

Pay  roll,  balance  not  paid  Representatives   8.25 
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Sales  for  year — 

Diplomas  (large)    2l5.()0 

Diplomas  (small)    52.50 

Constitutions   (interleaved)    1.50 

Constitutions  (paper  bound)   2.50 

Constitutions  and  Ceremonies   520.(X) 

Proceedings    17.00 

Receipts  for  dues   311.25 

Receipt  holders    47.20 

Bound  volumes    2.50 

Monitors    402.25 

Lists  of  regular  Lodges   5.25 


Total  receipts  General  Fund    $64,149.35 

Total  receipts  Home  Maintenance  Fund    53,179.00 

Total  receipts  Home  Building  Fund    26,589.50 


Amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $143,917.85 


All  whicli  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  receipts 
on  file  in  this  office,  and  as  should  be  shown  in  his  report. 

Interest  on  bonds  and  deposits  has  been  collected  by  the  Treas- 


urer as  follows  : 

Deposit  with  Union  Trust  Company  $1,499.05 

Seven  Blue  Lake  Water  Co.  6%  bonds   420.00 

Six  Southern  Pacific  4%  refunding  bonds   240.00 

Nine  California  Gas  and  Electric  5%  bonds   450.00 

Eight  Pacific  Tel.  and  Tel.  5%  bonds   400.00 

Two  Los  Angeles  Gas  and  Electric  5%  bonds   100.00  $3,109.05 


Total  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  year  end- 
ing July  31,  1915  $147,026.90 

RECAPITULATION 

Balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  July  31,  1914  $11,807.98 

General  Fund    64.149.35 

Interest    3.109.05 


Total  $79,066.38 

Less  Warrants  Nos.  1  to  189   34.891.69 


Balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  July  31,  1915  $44,174.69 
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For  tlic  current  \]>c:[\  year  August  1,  1915,  to  Octolier  5,  inclusive. 
I  have  collected  and  paid  to  the  ('.rand  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $142,579.50, 


segregated  as  follows  : 

Home  Maintenance  Fund   $55,341.00 

Home  Building  Fund   27,670.50 

Ceneral  Fund    51,395.55 

Reproentative   Fund    8,172.45 


A  total  of  $142,579.50 


JOHN  WHICHER, 

Grand  Secretary. 

A\'liich  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  as  that  to 
which  had  heeii  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master. 


BOARDS  OF  RELIEF. 

The  reports  of  the  Afa.sonic  Hoards  of  ReHef  of  Los 
Ani4"eles,  San  Francisco,  ]L)nohihi,  San  Jose,  Oakhmd  and 
San  Diej.^()  were  presented  and  referred  to  the  F^inance 
Committee,  as  follows: 

LOS  ANGELES  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 
To  the  M-'-  JV.'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  herewith 
presents  the  following"  report  of  its  labors  from  September  1,  1914,  to 
August  31,  1915. 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  is  composed  of  the  Masters  (ex 
officio)  of  the  26  Blue  Lodges  of  this  city  and  two  members  appointed 
by  each  of  them,  together  with  the  Past  Grand  Masters  residing  within 
the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  the  Inspectors  of  the  Several  Masonic  Districts 
of  Los  Angeles  City,  one  representative  from  each  of  the  several  Royal 
Arch  Chapters,  the  Council,  the  Commanderies,  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies 
and  the  Shrine,  also  the  Manager  of  the  Masonic  Employment  Bureau, 
and  one  Past  Worthy  Matron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

Oi'FicERS :  President,  Brother  John  Hill  Bean;  Vice-President. 
Brother  Dana  Reid  Weller ;  Treasurer,  Brother  Motley  Hughes  Flint; 
Secretary,  Brother  John  Marcus  Dunsmoor. 

Another  year  has  come  and  gone,  and  we  again  make  an  attempt 
to  draw  the  curtain  to  shield  you  from  viewing  the  distress  which 
daily  is  presented  to  this  Executive  Committee. 
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And  why  this  depression,  why  this  distress?  We  all  know.  And 
yet  we  shudder  to  express.  Look  at  the  unfortunate  conditions  exist- 
ing in  enlightened  Europe  and  in  Mexico.  Look  at  the  closing  of  fac- 
tories in  the  United  States,  or  the  reduction  of  the  numhers  of  em- 
ployees in  other  manufactories,  and  also  at  the  compelling  of  the 
workmen  to  be  content  with  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  tlie  full  time. 
This  naturally  compels  the  mechanic  to  seek  new  helds,  and  the  ten- 
dency is  always  to  "Go  West."    We  leave  the  question  unanswered. 

Invalids — (From  last  year's  report  but  worth  repeating.) 
This  is  no  place  for  a  really  sick  man,  unless  he  has  plenty  of  means 
and  is  willing  to  part  with  his  money.  He  can't  live  on  climati'  alone, 
and  before  any  of  the  corporations  will  employ  him,  he  must  pass  a 
severe  physical  examination.  The  examining  physician  does  his  work 
thoroughl}'  and  gives  the  corporation  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  A  man 
over  forty  years  of  age  has  very  little  show  for  any  position. 

Employment  Bureau. — Our  Masonic  Employment  Bureau  is  doing 
a  great  work.  The  Manager  reports  the  number  of  applications  during 
the  year : 

Applications:    Men.  L112;  women,  286;  total,  L398. 

Positions  filled:    Men,  687;  women,  116;  total,  803. 

The  above  represents  good  positions  secured,  but  does  not  include 
minor  or  temporary  jolis  of  a  few  hours  to  a  few  days  duration,  of 
which  latter  there  were  489. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  ending  August  31.  1915.  the  following 
71  Masons  or  members  of  their  families  have  passed  to  their  final 
reward,  and  their  remains  have  been  given  burial  with  Masonic  honors, 
or  shipped  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  families,  viz.  : 

NAME.  LODGE  AND  NO.  LOCATION  DATE  OF  DEATH 


Markus  Wood  Ross 

Evansville  64 

Evansville,  Ind. 

Sept 

5, 

Duncan  MacDonald 

Valley  City  7 

Valley  City.  N.  Dak. 

19, 

Leander  N.  Turner 

Lake  390 

Wall  Lake,  Iowa 

18, 

Andrew  Ivory 

St.  Leonard  935  , 

Kinghorn,  Scotland 

Oct. 

1, 

Pauline  Brandt,  dtr. 

Constellation  892 

Chicago,  111. 

14. 

Elma  Kalau 

Shepherd  78 

Naugatuck,  Conn. 

28, 

John  Jarrett  James 

Hanover  432 

Hanover,  Canada 

28, 

Wm.  T,  Young 

Pekin  29 

Pekin,  111. 

30, 

John  B.  lUirkharl 

Phoenix  178 

San  Ijernardino.  Cal. 

Nov. 

7, 

JauK-s  M.  Mull 

Wade  Inirney  512  Bloomington,  111. 

7, 

Oscar  Lusk 

Constantine  13 

Bonham,  Tex. 

7. 

Jacob  Listman 

Central  City  305 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

it 

29, 
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LODGE  AND  NO. 

LOCATION                     DATE  OE  DEATH 

Charles  F.  Bauer 

Wm.McKinley  431  Canton,  Ohio 

Dec. 

1.  " 

Wm.  A.  Alexander 

Rio  Blanco  81 

Rio  Blanco,  Colo. 

L  " 

Daniel  D.  Medcalf 

Liberty 

Beverly,  Mass. 

<< 

8.  " 

Wm.  E.  Botsford 

Midway  426 

Taft,  Cal. 

15, 

Richard  Griffith 

Chehalis  28 

Chehalis,  Wash. 

26, 

Edward  Medler 

Temple  6 

Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Jan. 

2,  1915 

Wm.  M.  Long 

J.  B.  Covert  437 

Tobasco,  Ohio 

8,  " 

Jerome  B.  Coon 

Sakatah  32 

Waterville,  Minn. 

9,  " 

Francis  J.  Stockwell 

Pomegranate  408 

Alta,  Iowa 

15,  " 

Andrew  K.  Van  Antwerp  Pagosa  114 

Pagosa  Springs.  Colo. 

19,  " 

Mrs.  Walter  E.  Packard 

Manual  636 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

25,  " 

Richard  B.  Sovereign 

Arcade  419 

Arcade,  N.  Y. 

28,  " 

Wm.  T.  Childress 

Artesia  406 

Terrell,  Tex. 

30,  " 

Lucius  C.  Parker 

Golden  State  458 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

30.  " 

James  W.  Connor 

Star  in  the  East  330watonna,  Minn. 

Feb. 

6,  " 

Perry  M.  Walters 

Marceline  481 

Marceline,  Mo. 

7,  " 

Wm.  M.  Frazer 

Ottawa  18 

Ottawa,  Kan. 

tt 

9,  " 

Geo.  F.  Wentworth 

Milton  161 

Milton  Junction,  Wis. 

14,  " 

Enoch  G.  Shorts 

Welsh  232 

Welsh,  La. 

21,  " 

James  Shisley 

Rome  City  451 

Rome  City,  Tnd. 

23,  " 

Geo.  Bent 

Apollo  642 

Chicago.  111. 

23,  " 

Louis  M.  Xoah 

King  David  209 

San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal.  Mar. 

3,  " 

Geo.  Munroe 

Hampden 

Springfield,  Mass. 

6.  " 

Harvey  0.  Devereaux 

Lenora  208 

Lenora,  Okla. 

7.  " 

Geo.  W.  Yerkes 

Robt.  Morris  115 

Eagle,  Wis. 

8,  " 

Charles  R.  Siegel 

King  Solomon  9 

Helena,  Mont. 

14, 

Robt.  H.  Poag-e 

Humboldt  P'k  813  Chicago,  111. 

n 

24,  " 

James  L.  Beckwith 

Golden  Rule  726 

Chicago,  111. 

31,  " 

James  M.  White 

Aurora 

Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Apr. 

2,  " 

Wm.  H.  Larking 

Morning  Star 

Worcester,  Mass. 

4,  " 

Wm.  E.  Sloan 

Elsinore  289 

Elsinore.  Cal. 

3,  " 

Walter  L.  Scott 

Mt.  Moriah  2 

Salt  Lake  City.  Utah 

6.  " 

John  H.  Flaherty 

Mistletoe  269 

Conway  Springs.  Kan. 

6.  " 

Wm.  L.  Allison 

St.  John  25 

Omaha.  Neh. 

13,  " 

Theo.  Pfafflin 

Chan.  Wolw'th  271  New  York,  X.  Y. 

24,  " 

Christian  C.  Hartman 

Keystone  639 

Chicago.  111. 

May 

1.  " 

Albert  Wood 

North'n  Light  505  West  Chazy,  N.  Y. 

6,  " 

Gardiner  Chipley 

Palestine  241 

St.  Charles.  Mo. 

15,  " 

0.  K.  Nabors 

Marlow  103 

Marlow,  Okla. 

18,  " 

James  F.  Beggs 

Marcus  110 

F  red  e  r  i  c  k  s  t  o  w  n .  Mo. 

28.  " 

Wm.  H.  Trafford 

Big  Rapids  171 

Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

June 

3,  " 

Frederick  F.  Everman 

Schiller  41 

Denver.  Colo. 

14,  " 

Franklin  Pierce  Jackson  Delano  309 

Delano.  Cal. 

17.  " 

Charles  W.  Clark 

Redlands  300 

Redlands,  Cal. 

25,  " 
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NAME.                                       LODGE  AND  NO.            LOCATION  DATE  Ol"  DEATH 

Joseph  Henry  Powell      North  Vernon  59  North  Vernon.  Ind.  July  1,1915 

Donald  Ross                   Zeredatha  189        St.  Joseph,  Mo.  "       5.  " 

John  Malcolm                 Nogales  11             Nogales,  Ariz.  "       5,  " 

Chas.  W.  Merring          Euclid  573             Terre   Haute.   Ind.  "       7,  " 

Chas.  E.  Gyger              Perris  411             Perris,  Cal.  "     10,  " 

Chester  H.  Withey          Unitah  7               Park  City,  Utah  "      11,  " 

Angus  Smith                  Fidelity  77             Lake  Megantic,  Que.  "     27,  " 

Wm.  G.  Mayne               Eastern  Star  55     Franklin,  Ohio  Aug.    4,  " 

Wm.   J.   Thomas            Highland  86          Denver,  Colo.  "       9.  " 

Thomas  S.  Fish             Bellaire  267           Bellaire,  Ohio  "  11, 

C,QO.  S.  Crump               Lodge  of  Love  259  Lancaster,  Mo.  "      12,  " 

Wm.  G.  Peterhans          San  Diego  35        San  Diego,  Cal.  "      19,  " 

Nicholas  A.  Miller         Gloaming  482        Milford,  Iowa  19,  " 

John  H.  Fullerton          Acacia  11              Cheyenne,  Wyo.  "     20.  " 

Myer  S.  Rafield              Colorado  City  76  Colorado  City,  Colo.  "     22,  " 

DETAILED    STATEMENT    OF    RECEIPTS    AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 
CLASSIFIED   BY  JURISDICTIONS. 

Paid.  Received. 

Alabama  $     177.50  $  5.00 

Arizona                                                                      223.00  125.00 

Arkansas                                                                    127.00  75.00 

Australia    13.00   

British  Columbia    20.00   

California                                                                 2,163.55  1.389.91 

Canada                                                                      632.50  250.00 

Canal  Zone    15.00   

China    5.00   

Colorado   .-                                 544.00  401.50 

Connecticut                                                                193.00  136.00 

Delaware                                                                     28.00  25.00 

England    118.50   

Florida                                                                    175.75  30.C0 

Georgia                                                                    65.00  73.00 

Germany   55.00   

Honolulu                                                                   20.00  7.00 

Idaho    45.00   

Illinois                                                                   1,585.45  1,556.60 

India    52.00   

Indiana                                                                      667.15  319.05 

Iowa                                                                      574.50  410.00 

Kansas                                                                       371.00  204.00 

Kentucky                                                                      307.40  216.90 

Louisiana                                                                   167.00  45.01) 
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Maine   

  104.50 

  10.00 

]\rarvland   

  89.00 

Massachusetts   

  851.00 

548.00 

  602.50 

IMichigan   

  518.17 

243.00 

Minnesota   

 -  392.50 

305.00 

  80.00 

29.76 

Missouri   

  382.75 

163.80 

]\Iontana   

  124.50 

5.00 

Nebraska   

  321.00 

82.50 

Nevada   

  38.50 

New  Brunswick   

  17.50 

New  Foundland   

  35.00 

New  Hampshire   

  55.60 

New  Jersey   

  170.00 

95.00 

New  Mexico   

  221.00 

176.00 

New  York   

  961.65 

503.00 

New  Zealand   

  22.35 

North  Carolina   

  149.50 

95.00 

North  Dakota   

  228.00 

87.00 

Nova  Scotia   

  85.00 

85.00 

Ohio   

  587.70 

214.00 

Oklahoma   

  491.00 

50.00 

Oregon   

  144.50 

125.00 

Pcnns\'l\-ania  

  848.40 

493.40 

PhiH])liino  Islands  

  10.00 

Prince  I{(lward  Island   

  27.50 

Rhode  Island   

  48.00 

27.00 

Saskatchewan   

  40.00 

5.00 

Scotland   

  244.00 

146.00 

South  Carolina   

  55.00 

South  Dakota   

  93.00 

100.00 

Tennessee   

  257.00 

302.00 

Texas   

  745.35 

617.75 

Utah   

  321.15 

419.05 

Vermont  

  59.50 

41.00 

Wales   

  13.00 

Washington,  D.  C  

  125.75 

15.00 

Washington  State   

  159.10 

74.40 

  78.00 

25.00 

Wisconsin  

  127.00 

  183.50 

55.00 

Totals 


.$18,519.17  $10,396.62 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


361 


CASH   KECE]\'I'I)  I'KOM   THE  LOS   ANGELES,  CAL.,  CITY  LODCES. 


Los  Angeles  Lodge  No.  42  $  478.96 

Pentalpha  Lodge  No.  202   489.92 

Southern  California  Lodge  No.  278   655.76 

East  Gate  Lodge  No.  290   610.64 

Hollenbeck  Lodge  No.  319   668.10 

South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320   706.08 

Vallee  de  France  Lodge  No.  329   95.68 

West  Gate  Lodge  No.  335   388.64 

Palestine  Lorl^c  No.  351  :   303.23 

Sunset  Lodge  No.  352   365.84 

Golden  Gate  Lodge  No.  358   486.64 

Mizpah  Lodge  No.  378    378.08 

Highland  I'ark  Lodge  No.  382   289.12 

Westlake  Lodge  No.  392   501.76 

University  Lodge  No.  394   191.76 

Moneta  Lodge  No.  405   267.16 

San  Pedro  Lodge  No.  332   124.80 

Wilmington  Lodge  No.  198   57.60 

Hollywood  Lodge  No.  355   277.84 

Arlington  Lodge  No.  414   107.68 

Silver  Trowel  Lodge  No.  415   128.72 

Elysian  Lodge  No.  418   173.60 

Germania  Lodge  No.  438   47.60 

Wilshire  Lodge  No.  445   121.76 

Van  Nuys  Lodge  No.  450   6.24 


Total   $7,923.21 

RECAPITULATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  September  1,  1914  $  474.55 

Grand  Lodge  of  California    4,000.00 

Los  Angeles  City  Lodges   7,923.21 

Sister  Jurisdictions    10,396.62 

Rents,  Interests,  etc   119.13 


Total    $22,913.51 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Expense  Account   

Kmploynient  Bureau   

Classified  l)y  Jurisdictions 


.$  3,179.78 
.  300.00 
-.18,519.17 


Total 


$21,998.95 


Balance  Septcnil)er  1,  1915 


$  914.56 


All  of  which  is  respectfull\-  sul)mitted. 


J.   H.   Bean,  President. 


Attest : 


J.  "SI.  DuNsxrooR.  Secretary. 


BOARD  01<  RELIEF  OF  SAK  FRANCISCO. 


To  the  M-'.  IV-' ■  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  begs 
leave  to  present  the  following  report  for  the  year  beginning  August  25, 
1914,  and  ending  August  23,  1915,  both  dates  inclusive: 

Owing  to  the  depression  in  the  commercial  world,  which  has  been 
general  all  over  the  country  for  the  past  year,  and  which  was  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  European  war,  tlic  number  of  applicants  for  relief 
has  greatly  increased,  but  owing  to  the  efficiency  of  our  Employment 
Bureau,  which  works  hand  in  hand  with  this  Board,  the  amount  of  relief 
given  in  a  great  many  individual  cases  was  small,  and  generally  only  so 
much  as  was  necessary  to  tide  the  recipient  over  until  work  could  be 
found;  consequently,  the  total  amount  of  relief  expended  during  the 
year  has  been  somewhat  less  than  the  year  previous. 

We  have  been  greatly  assisted  in  our  work  by  the  following  good 
brethren  of  the  medical  profession,  who  have  always  been  ready  and 
willing  to  respond  to  any  call  made  on  them  by  this  Board,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  fraternity  are  due  to  them  : 

Doctors  Winslow^  Anderson,  H.  I.  Bloch,  J.  C.  Egeberg,  D.  E.  F. 
Easton,  George  C.  H.  Franklin,  Otto  Freyermuth,  A.  S.  Green,  William 
P.  Read,  Jacob  Schwarz,  E.  E.  Stone,  George  A.  Wood,  Wilhelm 
Waldeyer,  and  A.  W.  L.  Zillmer. 

The  matter  of  relief  of  dimitted  Masons  has  always  been  a  great 
point  of  contention  in  the  Board  and  one  very  hard  to  act  upon. 

We  are  particularly  reminded  of  the  case  of  a  brother  applying  for 
relief,  presenting  a  dimit  dated  March  21,  1890.  This  man  has  been, 
according  to  his  own  story,  located  in  a  great  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  had  arrived  in  California  five  months  previous  to  his  application, 
and  under  the  circumstances  he  could  hardly  be  considered  w'orthy  of 
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consideration  after  having  done  nothing  for  Ihe  fraternity  for  twenty- 
five  years ;  yet  the  laws  of  our  Grand  Lodge  distinctly  state  that  the  man 
is  in  good  standing  for  six  months  after  h's  arrival  in  this  State,  not 
taking  into  consideration  the  date  of  his  dimit.    Legislation  which  will 


tend  to  remedy  this  seeming  injustice  ought  to  be  had  at  an  early  date. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  August  25,  1914   $  5,019.99 

Refund  from  Lodges  in  California   $3,052.81 

Refund  from  other  Jurisdictions  in  United  States....  6,842.53 

Refund  from  a  dimitted  case    5.00 

Refund  from  Foreign  Jurisdictions    190.60 

Refund  from  the  Grand  Lodge    2,672.40 


Total  refund    12,763,34 

Bequest  from  Andronetti   $  424.09 

Interest  on  bonds  (Johnson  bequest)   510.00 

Interest  from  banks    235.21 

  1,169,30 

Assessments  on  City  Lodges    9,129.42 


Total  receipts  and  balance   $28,082.05 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Relief— California  Jurisdictions   $4,142.26 

Relief— Other  Jurisdictions  in  United  States   9,065.33 

Relief — Foreign  Jurisdictions    890.25 

Relief— Unknown  Lodge    360.00 

Relief— Dimitted    1,405.59 


Total  relief    $15,863.43 

Expense — Salaries  and  labor   $1,699.00 

Expense — Office  supplies,  etc   227.87 

Expense— Rent    360.00 

Expense — Telephone  and  telegraph   111.73 


Total  expense    2,398.60 

Donations  to  Employment  Bureau   770.00 


Total  disbursements    $19,032.03 

Balance    9,050.02 

Less  Bequest  Fund  Balance  not  invested   494.43 


Balance  on  hand  August  23,  1915   $  8,555.59 
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ASSESSMENTS  ON  CITY  LODGES. 


California  No.  1   $  554.16 

La  Parfaite  Union  No.  17   169.65 

Occidental  No.  22    526.80 

Golden  Gate  No.  30   511.36 

Mount  Moriah  No.  44   335.20 

Fidelity  No.  120    521.10 

Herman  No.  127    196.95 

Pacific  No.  136    632.00 

Crockett  No.  139    409.12 

Oriental  No.  144    351.03 

Excelsior  No.  166    381.65 

Mission  No.  169    868.12 

South  San  Francisco  No.  212   184.88 

Doric  No.  216    454.64 

Speranza  Italiana  No.  219    188.32 

San  Mateo  No.  226    105.24 

King-  Solomon  No.  260    488.88 

Starr  King  No.  344    269.84 

Presidio  No.  354    273.44 

San  Francisco  No.  360    221.04 

Amity  No.  370    298.24 

Jewel  No.  374    86.40 

Richmond  No.  375   278.72 

Parnassus  No.  388    245.52 

Balder  No.  393    173.60 

Biirlingame  No.  400    132.16 

Fairmount  No.  435    219.92 

Park  No.  449    51.44 


Total 


$9,129.42 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  CEASSIFIED  BY 
JURISDICTIONS. 


UNITED  STATES. 


Receive 

'd  from 

Received 

Disburse- 

Jurisdiction — 

Individuals. 

Lodges. 

Total. 

in  cuts. 

Alabama   

$  10.00 

$  

$  10.00 

$  31.70 

Arizona  

60.00 

60.00 

60.00 

Arkansas   

75.0J 

75.00 

95.00 

Colorado   , 

50.00 

414.50 

464.50 

424.50 

Connecticut   

25.00 

25.00 

136.95 

District  of  Columbia 

125.00 

125.00 

175.00 

Delaware   

330.00 

Florida   

5.00 

Georgia   

10.85 

10.85 

10.85 

Illinois   

99.00 

222.38 

321.38 

265.09 

Iowa   

8.00 

360.00 

368.00 

333.00 

Indiana   

21.00 

226.60 

247.60 

252.60 

Idaho   

120.00 

120.00 

120.00 

Kansas   

5.00 

225.00 

230.00 

451.10 

Kentucky   

20.00 

135  75 

155.75 

170.75 

Louisiana   

5.00 

80.00 

85.00 

35.00 

Massachusetts   

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

291.11 

Maine   

154.29 

154.29 

399.40 

Montana   

2.00 

185  01 

187.01 

417.01 

Michigan   

6.00 

175.60 

181.60 

77.00 

Minnesota   

346.94 

346.94 

388.85 

Missouri   , 

30.00 

30.00 

274.00 

Mississippi   

73.00 

73.00 

Nebraska   

62.00 

62.00 

62.00 

Nevada   

10.00 

339.00 

349.00 

449.00 

New  Hampshire   

4.00 

4.00 

256.00 

New  York   

119.85 

1,077.73 

1,197.58 

1,591.81 

New  Jersey  

19.10 

167.30 

186.40 

186.40 

North  Dakota   

2.50 

2.50 

Ohio   

32.00 

55  OC 

87.00 

267.00 
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Oregon   

155.00 

422.50 

577.50 

602.52 

Oklahoma   

10.00 

10.00 

11.00 

Pennsylvania   

515.95 

515.95 

157.05 

Philippine  Islands 

23.25 

23.25 

3.00 

Rhode  Island   

50.00 

South  Dakota   , 

30.00 

30.00 

15.00 

Tennessee  

50.00 

50.00 

65.  a) 

Texas   

7.00 

60.0*3 

67.00 

81.00 

Utah   

2.00 

30.00 

32.00 

32.00 

Vermont   

.58 

25.00 

25.58 

37.47 

Washington   

20.00 

291.50 

311.50 

424.82 

Wisconsin   

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

Wyoming   

28.35 

28.35 

28.35 

Total   

$610.53 

$6,232.00 

$6,842.53 

$  9.065.33 

California   .... 

381.53 

2,671.28 

3,052.81 

4,142.26 

Total  U  S 

$992.03 

$8,903  28 

$9,895.34 

$13,207.59 

FOREIGN. 

Received  from 

Received 

Disburse- 

Jurisdiction— 

Individuals. 

Lodges. 

Total. 

ments. 

British  Columbia 

  $  

$  37.00 

$  37.00 

$  38.35 

Canada   

20.00 

40.00 

60.00 

60.00 

England   

61.70 

Hungary   

10.00 

Ireland   

71.00 

Mexico   

20.00 

20.00 

285.00 

New  South  Wales 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

New  Zealand   

5.00 

New  Brunswick  

255.20 

Scotland   

41.10 

27.50 

68.60 

99.00 

Total   

$86.10 

$104  50 

$190.60 

$890.25 
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DIMITTED. 

Received.  Disbursed. 

California    $835.00 

Michigan   ,   143.95 

Nevada    5.00 

Australia   166.64 

Nova  3cotia    240.00 

Scotland                                                                 $5.00  15.00 

Total                                                             $5.00  $1,405.59 

Lodge  unknown    360.00 


During  the  year  the  following  Brethren  have  been  buried  with 
Masonic  honors  or  their  remains  shipped  according  to  the  wishes  of 
the  families  : 

1914 

Sept.     1  Julius  Lesser  Hope  No.  234  Beckwith,  Cal. 

12  William  James  Dunn  Winnedumah  No.  287  Bishop,  Cal. 

19  Paul  Eugene  Wolff  Duke  of  Manchester  No.  76...Melbourne,  Aus. 

Oct.    11  Frank  G.  Kahn  West  Gate  No.  335  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

29  Charles  E.  L.  Bryant  Ely  No.  29  Ely,  Nev. 

Nov.   18  Stephen  O'Connor  Rockford  No.  102  Rockford,  111. 

25  Theodore  F.  Keay  Carson  No.  1  Carson,  Nev. 

Dec.     1  Henry  Isaac  Kowalski  Vitruvius  No.  145  Bloomfield,  Cal. 

5  Felix  Grundy  Hail  Plumas  No.  60  Quincy,  Cal. 

18  Robt.  Erp.  Williams  Hawthorne  No.  Ill  Portland,  Ore. 

18  Walter  Henry  Scholl  Marshall  No.  39  Lynchburg,  Va. 

29  Jules  Klein  Lompoc  No.  262  Lompoc,  Cal. 

1915 

Jan.     3  James  M.  Beauchamp  Marion  No.  35  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

8  John  G.  Barnett  Sterling-No.  817  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Feb.     7  Jacob  Batt  Champoeg  No.  27...  Aurora,  Ore. 

12  Frederick  Frolich  Weber  No.  6  Ogden,  Utah 

13  Wm.  Michael  Cavano  Tehachapi  No.  313  Tehachapi,  Cal. 

21  Benjamin  Frank  Case  Evangelist  No.  600  New  York 

25  John  Frederick  Erzinger.. Austin  No.  850  Chicago,  111. 

Mch.    4  Joseph  Leo  Baloun  Monterey  No.  13  Monterey,  Mexico 

14  Alexander  Rheinstein  Arizona  No.  2  Phoenix,  Arizona 

Apr.     3  Joseph  Leverton  King  Solomon's  No.  9  Helena,  Mont. 

9  Herman  Noel  Dickinson. ..Basin  No.  60  Basin,  Mont. 

12  James  Pringle  McOmie  Ely  No.  29  Ely,  Nev. 
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May    12  Samuel  Henry  Fiiiley  Friendship  No.  210  San  Jose,  Cal. 

13  Sigmund  Laden  Trilnminar  No.  112  Newark,  N.  J. 

22  Geo.  Washington  Harvey.Hiram  No.  43  Eldorado,  Cal. 

22  Frederick  R.  Kartell  Union  No.  7  Denver,  Colo. 

26  Lewis  W.  Hollingsworth..Natoma  No.  64  Folsom,  Cak 

26  George  E.  Pepper  Trinity  No.  208  Davenport,  la. 

28  Luigi  Benussi  Mariners  No.  249  Liverpool,  Engkmd 

June   16  Richard  Ellis  Owen  Carquinez  No.  337  Crockett,  Cak 

19  William  A.  Douglas  Anahuac  No.  3  Mexico  City 

24  Joseph  Saunders  Alisal  No.  321  Pleasanton,  Cak 

July     8  John  Yablonsky  Oak  Grove  No.  215  Alameda,  Cak 

14  Ralph  Emmons  Walker  Woodburn  No.  106  Woodburn,  Ore. 

20  Chas.  Truman  Andrews. ...Hartley  No.  199  Lakeport,  Cal. 

22  Hudson  Sheldon  Zion  No.  1  Detroit,  Mich. 

Aug.   13  James  M.  Thompson  St.  John's  No.  35  Cayuga,  Can. 

20  Frank  A.  Bowman  Henry  Clay  No.  95  Suttei  Creek,  Cak 

Total,  40. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lko  Bruck, 

William  E.  Wood.  Secretary. 
Chairman. 


REPORT   OF   THE   MASONIC   EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  Masonic  Employment  Bureau  of  San  Francisco  takes  this  op- 
portunity of  commending  the  good  work  which  has  been  done  by  the 
number  of  Masons  who  have  taken  an  active  interest  and  greatly 
assisted  us  in  this  most  important  branch  of  constructive  Masonry, 
and  of  expressing  to  them  our  sincere  gratitude. 

Although  the  past  3^ear  has  been  one  of  tense  business  conditions, 
by  the  aid  and  interest  displayed  by  enthusiastic  and  consistent  friends, 
the  number  of  positions  secured  shows  an  increase  of  50  per  cent  over 
last  year,  and  we  are  proud  to  record  greater  accomplishments  than 
similar  bureaus  in  the  larger  cities ;  nor  should  the  good  moral  effect, 
aside  from  the  material  aspect,  be  lost  sight  of,  for  making  a  Brother 
self-supporting  and  self-respecting  ought  to  appeal  to  every  Mason. 

We  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  M-'.  W-".  Grand 
Master,  Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe,  for  the  timely  aid  given  all  the  Em- 
ployment Bureaus  in  the  State  by  the  circular  letter  addressed  to  the 
various  Lodges  last  January,  calling  attention  to  the  work  of  the  Em- 
ployment Bureaus,  which  greatly  assisted  us,  not  only  by  responses  from 
the  city,  but  also  by  a  great  many  from  the  country. 
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A  total  number  of  2,172  applications  for  positions  were  received 
from  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  children,  and  positions  were 
secured  as  follows  : 

Lodges       Lodges  Lodges 
of  San  of  of  other  Total. 

Francisco.  California.  Jurisdictions. 

302  296  492  1,090 

38  21  80  139 

156  54  103  313 

100  114  416  630 


Placed  in  permanent  positions 
Placed  in  temporary  positions 

Applications  on  hand  

Applications  withdrawn   


Total 


596 


485 


1,091 


2,172 


RECEIPTS. 

1914  


Balance  on  hand  August  31 

Islam  Temple   

San  Francisco  Bodies,  A.  &  A.  S.  R 

California  Bodies,  A.  &  A.  S.  R  

California  Commandery  No.  1  

Golden  Gate  Commandery  No.  16  , 

San  Francisco  Commandery  No.  41.-.. 

California  Chapter,  R.  A.  M  

Mission  Chapter,  R.  A.  M  

San  Francisco  Chapter,  R.  A.  M  

A.  E.  O.  Sciots   

Masonic  Board  of  Relief   


Total  receipts 


98.37 
180.00 
120.00 
120.00 
120.00 
120.00 

60.00 
120.00 
110.00 

80.00 

60.00 
770.00 


$1,958.37 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries   $1,280.00 

Rent   180.00 

Office  furniture    51.55 

Printing    77.00 

Telephone    120.00 

Postage  and  stationery    48.00 

Carfares,  etc  1.^   66.50 


Total  disbursements 


1,823.05 


Balance  hand  September  1,  1915   $  135.32 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Mitchell, 
Arthur  Joel,  Secretary. 
President. 
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.    HONOLULU  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 
To  flic  M •' •  ]]  ■' •  Grand  Lod'^c  of  California  : 

The  ]\Lisonic  Board  of  Relief  of  the  City  of  Honolulu  herewith 
presents  the  following  report  of  its  work  covering  the  period  of  its 
inauguration  on  January  1.  1915,  to  August  31.  1915,  inclusive. 

Most  of  the  work  has  been  of  a  preliminary  nature,  although  con- 
siderable was  done  m  securing  employment  for  needy  brethren. 


RECEIPTS. 

Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21,  F.  &  A.  M  $149.28 

Oceanic  Lodge   No.  371,  F.  &  A.  M   64.32 

Honolulu  Lodge  No.  409,  F.  &  A.  M   79.20 

Refunded  by  Individual    20.00 

 $312.80 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Advance  to  Individual  $  20.00 

Expense — Stationery,  etc   35.50 

 $  55.50 

Balance  on  hand    $257.30 


C.  F.  Jenkins.  P.  ]\L, 

Secretary. 


SAN  JOSE  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 
To  the  M.'.  IV-'-  Grand  Lod'^c  of  California : 

Receipts  and  disbursements  from  December  1,   1914,  to  October 


1,  1915: 

Balance  on  hand   $139.77 

Receipts  from  Lodges  other  than  San  Jose   600.00 

Total  receipts   pZ9.77 

Disbursements    679.63 


Balance  on  hand   $  60.14 

A.  B.  Langford,  L.  M.  Simonsen, 

President.  Secretary. 
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OAKLAND  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 
To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  Oakland  herewith  1)egs  leave  to 
present  its  report  for  the  year  beginning  Septeml)er  3,  1914,  and  ter- 
minating August  31,  1915. 

The  Board  is  composed  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  con- 
tributing Lodges  hereinafter  named. 

The  officers  elected  to  serve  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  January, 
1916,  are  as  follows  : 

Daniel  W.  Pratt,  Chairman ; 
Charles  C.  Eien,  Treasurer ; 
Robert   G.   Evans,  Secretary. 

The  relief  expenditure  in  this  District  is  constantly  increasing. 
Unfortunately,  the  necessity  for  careful  investigation  is  increasing  even 
more  rapidly.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  were  a  more  systematic 
method  of  punishment  adopted  throughout  the  various  jurisdictions 
the  fraternity  would  be  benefited  thereby. 


RECEIPTS. 

Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  61  $427.15 

Oakland  Lodge  No.  188   338.90 

Brooklyn  Lodge  No.  225   218.95 

Alcatraz  Lodge  No.  244   226.00 

Fruitvale  Lodge  No.  336   150.80 

Sequoia  Lodge  No.  349   286.60 

Bay  View  Lodge  No.  401   108.35 

Verba  Buena  Lodge  No.  403   106.70 

Standard  Lodge  No.  440   46.10 


Total  from  contributing  Lodges    $1,909.55 

Refunded  by  Lodges  in  California  $1,854.47 

Refunded  by  other  U.  S.  Jurisdictions   1,843.00 

Refunded  by  individuals    510.35 

Grand  Lodge  account  St.  PTelena  Lodge  No.  93   116.00 

Aahmes  Temple  A.  A.  O.  M.  S   365.00 

Interest  from  banks    207.32  4,896.14 


Total  receipts    $6,805.69 

Balance  on  hand  September  2,  1914   5,v329.77 


Total  receipts  and  balance    $12,135.46 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  California  Lodges   $2,572.34 

For  other  U.  S.  Jurisdictions    2,561.37 

For  Foreign  Jurisdictions    178.00 

For  dimitted  cases    604.52 

Total  relief   $5,916.23 

Rent,  salary  and  incidentals   $  923.75 

Telephone  and  telegraph    76.09 

Office  equipmenr    105.17 

Total  expenses   1,105.01 


Total  dishursements   $  7.021.24 

Balance  on  hand   -  5.114.22 


RECEIPTS    AM)    DISBURSEMENTS    CL.KSSlFlED    BY  JURISDICTIONS. 

United  States. 


Received 

from 

Received 

Disburse- 

Jurisdiction. 

Individuals. 

Lodges. 

Total. 

ments. 

Colorado   

$  77.00 

$  77.00 

$  93.50 

Georgia   

20.00 

20.00 

20.00 

Idaho   

$  3.15 

265.00 

268.15 

243.15 

Illinois   

39.00 

75.00 

114.00 

103.80 

Indiana   

10.00 

78.00 

88.00 

85.50 

Iowa   

20.00 

20.00 

57.00 

Kansas   

30.75 

40.50 

71.25 

90.25 

Kentucky   

24.70 

60.00 

84.70 

62.20 

Louisiana   

40.00 

40.00 

31.00 

Maine   

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Massachusetts 

15.00 

121.00 

136.00 

114.00 

Michigan   

5.00 

64.00 

69.00 

96.00 

Minnesota   

10.00 

Mississippi   

2.00 

Missouri   

2.00 

12.00 

14.00 

17.00 

Montana   

10.00 

30.00 

40.00 

26.00 

Nebraska   

9.05 

46.00 

55.05 

82.20 
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Received  from  Received  Disbiirse- 

Jurisdiction.        Individuals.  Lodges.  Total.  ments. 

Nevada                         17.50  44.00  61.50  28.00 

New  Mexico    15.00  15.00  20.00 

New  York                    30.00  75.00  105.00  276.25 

Oregon        5.00 

Ohio                            13.50  85.00  98.50  103.50 

Pennsylvania    400.00  400.00  400.00 

South  Dakota    3.00  3.00  2.00 

Texas    57.50  57.50  164.09 

Washington                   15.00  159.00  174.00  353.93 

Wisconsin    51.00  51.00  50.00 

Total   $244.65  $1,843.00  $2,087.65  $2,561.37 

California                      93.70  1,970.47  2,064.17  2,572.34 

Total,  U.  S  $338.35  $3,813.47  $4,151.82  $5,133.71 


Foreign. 


Received  from 


Jurisdiction.  Individual 

British  Columbia   $150.00 

Canada    2.00 

England   

Ireland   

Nova  Scotia   

Scotland    2.50 


Lodges. 


Total 

Dimitted  : 

Illinois   

Kentucky  . 
Nevada   


.$154.50 


Total 


,.  $17.50 
.$  17.50 


Received 
Total. 
$  150.00 
2.00 


2.50 


$154.50 


$17.50 


$  17.50 


Disburse- 
ments. 

$  2.00 
20.00 
2.50 
149.50 
4.00 

$178.00 

$25.00 
5.00 
574.52 

$604.52 
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During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  the  following  named 
brethren  have  been  buried  with  Masonic  Honors,  under  the  auspices 
of  this  Board  : 

1914 

Oct.   10— Clarence  M.  Avers,  Liberty  No.  299,  Santa  Clara,  Cal. 
Oct.  23— E.  A.  Stevens,  Ashler  No.  25,  Grand  Island,  Neb. 
Nov.    2— W.  H.  H.  Miller,  Friend  No.  352,  Ozark,  Mo. 
Dec.   11— J.  A.  ]\Iiller,  Lander  No.  8,  Austin,  Nev. 
Dec.   16— Richard  L.  Marsh,  Landmark  Xo.  422,  Chicago,  111. 
1915 

Jan.     5 — Wm.  T.  Hastings,  Star  of  Bethlehem,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Jan.  30 — Ceo.  E.  Covington,  Pleasant  No.  128,  Pleasantville,  Iowa. 
I'Vl).   10 — Amos  E.  Zehr,  Meridian  Sun  No.  76,  La  Grange,  Ind. 
1-cb.  23— Walter  S.  Kelly,  Rabljoni,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Mch.  12— Jno.  T.  Campl)cll,  Hawaiian  No.  21,  Honolulu,  T.  H. 
.Mch.  15— Andrew  D.  Keys,  ionic  No.  90,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Mch.  18— John  D.  Wheelock,  Yuba  No.  39,  Marysville,  Cal. 
Mch.  24— Wm.  H.  Coffey,  Virginia  No.  3,  Virginia  City,  Nev. 
Apr.   14— Robt.  E.  McCracken,  Lone  Tree  No.  36,  Central  City,  Neb. 
May  18— J.  M.  Collins,  Albert  Pike  No.  \\7,  Denver,  Colo. 
May  19— Herbert  N.  Smith,  Friendship  No.  208,  Haven,  Kan. 
May  26— Wm.   Himmelsbach.  Monterey  No.   117,  Monterey,  Cal. 
June     — Judson  J.  Petty,  Devotion  No.  76,  Ipswich,  So.  Dak. 
June  23 — Lycurgus  C.  Williams,  Mancos  No.  100,  Mancos,  Colo. 
July     2— Sig.  Gensbcrger,  Butte  No.  22,  Butte,  Mont. 
July  23 — Leslie  S.  Orcutt,  Friendship  No.  210,  San  Jose,  Cal. 
Aug.  16 — Thos.  S.  Harrison,  George  Washington  No.  9,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Aug.  31— William  McManus,  Anvil  No.   140,  Nome,  Alaska, 
'i'otal  23. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  W.  Pratt,  Robert  G.  Evans, 

Chairman.  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MASONIC  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 
OF  OAKLAND. 

Year  ending  September  1,  1915. 
President — F.  W.  Wetmorc. 
Vice-President — L.  S.  Griswold. 
Treasurer — L.  L.  Gumniow. 
Secretary — C.  L.  Foster. 

Office  at  Rooms  361-62  Blake  Building,  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Wash- 
ington Streets,  Oakland,  California.    Office  hours 
from  1  to  5  p.  m.   Telephone,  Oakland  335. 


Applications  on  file  September  1,  1914   163 

Applicants  registered  during  year    584 

Positions  secured    578 

Applications  on  file  September  1,  1915   257 

Applications  on  file  who  have  received  positions  and  afterward  re- 
registered   94 

Number  of  days  work  at  odd  jobs   338 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Salary  of  the  Secretary  $1,280.00 

Rent  and  Janitor  service   207.50 

Telephone  and  Telegraph    133.81 

Street  car,  ferry  and  miscellaneous   148.45 

Printing,  Postage  and  Office  Supplies   53.52 


Total   $1,823.28 

Cost  per  position  secured    $3.16 


The  expense  of  the  Bureau  is  maintained  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion of  a  per  capita  of  2^'2C  per  month  from  all  the  Masonic  Bodies 
of  Oakland  and  the  three  Blue  Lodges  of  Berkeley,  Calif. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  L.  Foster, 

Secretary. 
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SAN  DIEGO  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 
From  Scptemlier  1,  1914.  to  August  31,  1915. 
To  fill'  .1/.'.  //'.'•  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

KKCKIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  September  1.  1914  $1,421.23 

From  local  Lodges    981.55 

From  Grand  Lodge    1,500.00 

From  Interest    16.50 

From  Employment  llurcan    70.00 

Refunded  by  California  Masons    92.10 

Refunded  1)y  Lodges  in  United  States   1,182.20 

Refunded  l)y  foreign  Lodges    240.35 

Refunded  by  in(livi(hial  Abasons    125.00 

Refunded  for  funerals  atlvanced    396.58 

Refunded  for  widows  and  orphans   365.24 

Refunded  for  wives  and  daughters   42.00 

Refunded  by  diniitled  Masons    48.00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Advanced  to  California  Masons   

Advanced  to  Masons  other  jurisdictions  

Advanced  to  Masons  foreign  jurisdictions   

.\d\anced  to  Masons  individually   

Advanced  to  Masons  dimitted   

Adwinccd  for  funerals  of  Masons  

Adxancc'd  for  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons  

Advanced  for  wives  and  daughters  of  Masons  


EXPENSES. 

Salary  of  Secretary   $534.79 

Telegraph  and  Telephone    90.77 

Postage  and  car  fare   56.26 

Printing  and  Stationery    34.25 

Office  Rent    110.00 

Furniture    86.85 

Incidental  minor  expenses    61.75 

Charity    241.72 

Employment   Bureau   Expenses   136.85 


i  101.35 
2,009.74 
252.27 
382.50 
55.00 
530.61 
841.86 
320.00 


1,353.24 


Total  disbursements   

Balance  on  hand  in  liank  and  office  Aug.  31,  1915. 


$5,846.57 
634.18 


C.  WooDvr.\N  Potter, 

Secretary. 


$6,480.75  $6,480.75 

D.  A.  LOEBENSTEIN, 

President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MASONIC  EMPLOYMExNT  BUREAU 
OF  SAN  DIEGO 

From  June  10,  1915,  to  Octol)er,  1915. 

San  Diego    Other  Juris.  Total 

Work  offered                                              30               86  116 

Work  accepted                                            22               62  84 

Temporary  jobs   :                    15                42  57 

Permanent  jobs                                              9                20  29 

Permanent  jolxs  paying  $25  to  $50  mo...                           5  5 

Permanent  jobs  paying  $60  to  $100  mo.        9                15  24 


RECEIPTS. 

Al  P.ahr  Temple.  San  Diego  $  30.00 

S.  D.  Com.  K.  T.  No.  25,  San  Diego   15.00 

A.  &  A.  S.  Rite,  San  Diego   60.00 

]\[asonic   Board  of  Relief,   San    Diego   61.85 


$166.85 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sahiries   $160.00 

Printing    3.50 

Car  fare    3.35 


$166.85 

C.  Woodman  Potter. 

Secretary. 


Ashlar  Lodge  No.  306  presented  a  claim  for  $2.45,  ac- 
count of  dues  overpaid  in  1914.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PTnance. 

Brother  Swing  of  El  Centro  Lodge  Xo.  384  introduced 
the  fcdlovving,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
]' inance  : 

Rcsolz'cd,  Tliat  the  Crand  Lodge  of  California  b^'in  to  tlie  ^fasonic 
Building  Association  of  El  Centro  the  sum  of  hve  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  Grand  Officers  of  said  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  authorized 
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to  pay  said  siun  to  the  said  Masonic  Building  Association  of  El  Centro, 
upon  receiving  the  promissory  note  of  said  Association  for  the  said  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  payahle  on  or  before  six  years  after  date,  bear- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  annually, 
together  with  the  notes  of  individual  stockholders  of  said  Association 
aggregating  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  collateral 
security. 


REPORT  OF  JURISPRUDENCE  COMMITTEE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Angellotti,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  il/.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lod'^c  of  California: 

At  the  last  Comnuuiication  there  was  referred  to  us  a  question 
of  the  status  of  a  member  of  one  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  this 
jurisdiction,  who,  while  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Churchill 
Lodge  No.  26  of  Fallon,  Nevada,  was,  by  the  latter  Lodge,  on  con- 
viction therein  of  unmasonic  conduct,  suspended  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry.  The  Nevada  Lodge  certified  the  record 
of  the  procee(linns  to  our  California  Lodge.  Our  Lodge  thereupon, 
with  sucli  record  as  its  only  basis  and  without  any  trial,  entered  a 
judgment  of  suspension  against  the  brother.  Grand  Master  Murphey 
held,  and  tliis  Grand  Lodge  confirming  his  ruling  also  held,  that  our 
Lodge  should  not  have  entered  any  such  judgment,  for  the  reason 
that  if  the  Nevada  Lodge  judgment  ipso  facto  operated  to  deprive 
tlie  brother  of  his  Masonic  standing  here,  no  judgment  of  suspension 
was  essential  in  our  Lodge;  and  if  it  did  not  have  that  effect,  he  could 
not  be  deprived  of  his  Masonic  standing  in  this  State  except  by  charges 
here  preferred  and  a  trial  thereon. 

We  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Nevada  judgment  did 
have  the  effect  of  suspending  the  brother  in  this  State,  and  considera- 
tion of  that  question  was  deferred  to  this  Communication. 

It  seems  very  clear  to  us  that  in  the  absence  of  some  provision 
of  our  own  law  on  the  subject,  the  Nevada  judgment  cannot  be  given 
any  effect  in  California.  It  is  elementary  Masonic  doctrine  that  each 
Masonic  jurisdiction  is,  within  its  borders,  absolutely  supreme  and 
independent,  subject  in  no  way  to  the  constitution,  laws  or  judgments 
of  any  other  Grand  Lodge,  except  in  so  far  as  it  chooses  to  make 
itself  so.  We  do  claim  the  right  to  deprive  Masons  of  other  jurisdic- 
tions residing  in  tliis  State  of  their  Masonic  standing  for  unmasonic 
conduct,  but  w  cannot  claim  for  our  judgments  in  such  cases  any 
extra-territorial  effect.  Our  judgments  are  operative  only  within  our 
own  jurisdiction,  unless  other  jurisdictions  by  positive  enactment  give 
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some  effect  to  llieni,  and  they  ser\e  only  to  protect  Masonry  and 
Masons  in  this  jurisdiction.  Of  course  we  concede  just  as  much  to 
other  Masonic  jurisdictions  in  this  respect  as  we  chiim  ourselves. 

At  the  same  time  we  believe  our  law  should  be  such  that  some 
effect  should  be  here  given  to  the  judgment  of  another  recognized 
Masonic  jurisdiction  that  one  of  our  numbers  resident  therein  has  been 
guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct.  With  such  a  judgment  lief  ore  us,  the 
presumption  is  that  the  conclusion  of  our  sister  jurisdiction  is  correct, 
and  that  the  brother  is  guilty  of  the  offense  of  which  he  was  con- 
victed. In  such  cases  we  should  at  once  make  investigation  as  to  his 
conduct  with  a  view  to  determining  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of 
unmasonic  conduct,  and  we  should  be  willing  to  accept  the  record  of  his 
conviction  elsewhere  as  pi  inia  facie  evidence  of  his  guilt  of  the  offense 
charged  against  him.  We  owe  that  much  not  only  to  the  other  juris- 
diction but  also  to  ourselves.  Further  we  do  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  legislate  at  this  time. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 

AMENDMENT  TO   OUR  CONSTITUTION, 

to  wit:  Amend  section  192  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 
Whenever  it  shall  appear  by  the  record  of  conviction  from 
another  Masonic  jurisdiction  recognized  by  us  that  a  member 
of  one  of  our  L,odges  resident  in  such  jurisdiction  has  been 
suspended  or  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct  in  such  juris- 
diction while  a  resident  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Junior  Warden  of  the  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  of  which  he 
is  a  member  to  prefer  charges  against  him  for  the  acts  and 
conduct  alleged  in  the  charges  preferred  in  the  foreign  juris- 
diction and  of  which  he  was  there  convicted,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  thereupon  be  had  as  in  ordinary  cases  ;  provided 
that  the  record  of  conviction  of  the  foreign  jurisdiction  shall 
be  received  on  the  trial  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  guilt  of 
the  brother  of  such  acts  and  conduct. 

Frank  Marion  Angellotti, 
Chas.  L.  Patton, 
Wm.  S.  Wells, 
Dana  Reid  Weller, 
J.  D.  Murphev, 

Conmiittee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in  and  the  section 
amended  by  unanimous  vote. 
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To  ilic  .1/.'.  fr.'.  (jvaud  Loth^c  of  California  : 

The  inatler  of  brother  J.  X.  Pascoc.  snsi)cii(K'(l  l)y  Rising  Star 
Lodge  X(\  8v3  of  l'"oresl  llill  in  1901,  rpon  the  claim  of  the  l)rother 
that  he  was  illegally  susi'ended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  or  at  least 
that  he  shonid  he  restored  to  memhcrsliip  without  l)eing  recjuired  to 
pay  arrearages  oi  dues,  was  discussed  l)y  the  C.rand  Afaster  in  his 
annual  address  in  the  year  1909  (Proceedings  1909.  p.  23).  The  Cn'and 
.Master  said  that  Ix'  information  he  had  received  was  meager  and 
uncertain,  and  recommerided  that  Rising  v^tar  Lodge  h.-  directed  to 
report  the  facts  fully  to  the  incoming  Grand  .Ma-<ter.  cr  tlie  Inspector 
of  the  proper  Masonic  District.  This  portion  (^f  the  Grand  ]\Iaste;"> 
Address  appears  to  have  heen  referred,  on  the  recommendation  of  th.e 
Committee  on  Grand  ALaster's  Address,  to  this  Committee.  ( Pro- 
ceedings 1909,  p.  141).  No  report  has  ever  heen  made  thereon  by  the 
Committee.  That  the  matter  was  so  referred  has  heretofore  escaped 
the  notice  of  this  Comnnttee,  and  it  h.is  onl\-  now  been  brought  to 
its  attention  by  reason  of  in(|un-\-  rccenti}-  made  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary on  the  part  of  friends  of  lirother  Pascoe,  and  an  investigation  by 
the  Grand  Secretar\-  of  tlie  record  of  proceedings. 

'J^he  matter  is  one  th;it  should  not  ha\e  been  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee, tor  the  i)apers  srbmitted  do  not  furnish  sufficient  information 
vpnn  wliich  to  linally  dec-ide  the  cnntrovers\-.  We  do  think,  however, 
that  enough  i^  shown  tlurehy  to  warrant  a  careful  investigation,  and 
we  recommend,  as  was  substantiall\-  recommended  by  Grand  Master 
Lavvler  in  1909,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Grand 
Master  and  the  lns])ector  of  the  District  in  wdiich  Rising  Star  Lodge 
is  located,  for  full  investigation  and  for  such  sul)sequent  action  on 
the  part  of  the  (.rand  Master  as  he  m.'iy  deem  proper. 

Frank  Marion  Angellotti, 
Chas.  L.  Patton, 
Wm.  S.  Wells, 
Dana  Reid  WellEr, 
J.  D.  Murphey, 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  report  was  adopted. 


To  thr  M.'-  JV-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  desires  to  thank  the  Grand 
Master  for  his  courtesy  in  submitting  to  the  chairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee a  copy  of  his  decisions,  some  time  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  Communication.  This  action  is  especially  api^reciated  l)y  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  in  view  of  his  inal)ility  on  account  of 
(ifticial  bmsiness  to  be  personally  present  during  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
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nuinicalion.  Tn  view  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  ATasttT  Ik-  lias  l)ccn 
able  to  give  proper  consideration  to  the  rnlings  of  the  Grand  Master 
and  prepare  this  report  thereon. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  twenty-three  decisions.  These  incHcate, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  th.e  most  careful  consideration  on  the  ]iart  of 
the  Grand  jMaster  of  the  various  questions  submitted  to  him  for 
decision.  As  was  also  to  l)e  expected,  the  decisions  rendered  are  gen- 
erally correct,  in  view  of  our  law,  and  need  little  comment  at  our 
hands. 

As  to  decisions  numbered  as  follows  :  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  10.  12.  14,  15. 
16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21  and  22,  the  conclusion  of  the  Grand  Master  was 
in  each  case  absoluiely  correct  in  view  of  our  law,  and  none  of  such 
decisions  requires  any  comment  wdiatever. 

We  recommend  that  each  of  said  decisions  l)e  approved  l)y  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

Decision  No.  1. — Decision  No.  1,  we  think,  presents  a  ruling  on  a 
question  of  propriety  rather  than  one  of  Masonic  law.  VVc  think  that 
the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  relation  thereto  are  eminently 
proper,  and  worthy  of  serious  consideration  by  every  member  of  the 
Craft.  There  was  on  the  part  of  the  Past  Master  officiating  as  Master 
no  violation  of  imy  law  or  regulation  of  Masonry.  We  think  that  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  refusing  to  order  any  action  against  the 
brother,  or  any  other  ruling  than  that  made,  was  correct. 

We  recommend  that  tiie  same  be  api)ro\ed. 

Decision  No.  2. — Decision  No.  2  is  unquestionably  correct.  No 
person  who  openly  declares  his  intention  of  \'iolating  any  provision 
of  our  Constitution  should  be  initiated.  What  the  decision  means 
is  that,  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  our  Constiti'tion,  the  Master, 
when  made  cognizant  of  the  intentions  of  the  candidate,  should  refuse 
to  initiate  hini.  himself  objecting  to  such  initiation,  and  announcing, 
as  stated  in  the  decision,  that  objection  to  the  initiation  of  the  candi- 
date had  been  made. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  be  approved. 

Decision  No.  cS. — .\s  to  decision  No.  8,  the  conclusion  of  the 
Grand  Master  that  sucli  a  Board  of  Relief  as  was  suggested  could 
liave  no  official  sanction  from,  or  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  could  not  hope  to  receive  any  donations  therefrom,  was  unques- 
tionably correct.  It  is  not  contemplated  by  our  Constitution  that  the 
control  of  Lodge  furids  for  charitable  purposes  should  be  vested  in 
any  oilier  place  than  ir,  lln'  subordinate  Lodge,  <h"  in  smdi  P)oards  of 
Ivclii'f  as  arc  [)rt)\i(K(l   lor  b\    our  Constitution. 

We  are  not,  however,  disposed  tr)  concur  in  tlie  statement  of  the 
Grand  Master  that  "There  would  seem  to  Ijc  no  legal  ol)jection  to 
your  working  out  your  problems  involving  relief  along  the  lines  you 
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have  iiulicaled,  if  you  should  so  desire."  We  arc  of  the  opiuion  that  a 
sul)ordinate  Lodge  canuot  legally  coutril)ute  to  auy  such  Board  of  Relief. 

In  all  other  respects  we  believe  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Master  should  be  approved,  and  so  recommend. 

Decision  Xo.  11. — As  to  decision  No.  11.  All  that  is  said  l)y  the 
C.r.nid  ?\laster  down  to  the  last  sentence  is  fully  sustained  by  pro- 
visions of  our  law.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  last  sentence,  to  wit: 
"It  would  be  extremely  ill  advised  for  a  Master  to  insist  upon  the 
admission  of  a  visitor  merely  because  such  visitor  wanted  to  visit,  if 
his  presence  was  at  all  obnoxious  to  a  member,"  should  not  be  ap- 
proved as  a  rule  of  law.  As  indicated  in  the  preceding  portions  of 
the  decision,  our  law  leaves  the  question  as  to  whether  there  is  good 
and  valid  ground  to  refuse  admission  to  a  visitor  to  the  sound  sense 
and  discretion  of  the  Master,  his  decision  thereon  being  conclusive. 
The  design  of  the  law^  w^as  to  leave  the  matter  solely  to  him,  he  being 
governed  by  his  own  view  of  wliat  was  best  under  the  circumstances. 
We  think  it  inexpedient  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  attempt  to  lay  down 
any  rules  for  his  guidance  in  such  matters. 

W^e  recommend  that  in  all  other  respects  the  decision  be  approved. 

Decision  No.  13. — What  was  said  by  the  Grand  Master  in  answer- 
ing the  queries  contained  in  Decision  13  was  strictly  in  accord  with 
our  previous  decisions.  Tf  it  be  thought  that  some  of  the  previous 
decisions  are  too  liberal  in  their  statement  of  the  rights  of  daughters 
of  Master  ]\Tasons,  nevertheless  they  constitute  the  settled  law  in  this 
jurisdiction,  and  the  (irand  Master  properly  followed  such  settled  law. 
If  any  change  in  this  respect  is  desired  it  must  be  accomplished  by  legis- 
lation. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  be  approved. 

Decision  No.  23. — As  to  what  is  said  in  this  decision,  of  course 
the  action  of  the  Crrand  Master  in  observing  the  previous  ruling  of 
Grand  Master  Murphey,  which  ruling  was  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  was  correct  and  must  be  approved.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  observe  and  to  follow  the  previous  rulings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  view  of  vvhat  is  said  by  the  Grand  Master  as  to  his  views 
of  the  correctness  of  the  previous  decision,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say 
that,  notwithstanding  the  able  argument  made  by  the  Grand  Master 
in  support  of  a  contrary  view,  we  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
ruling  of  Grand  Master  Murphey  was  correct.  We  can  read  the  pro- 
visions of  our  Constitution  on  the  subject  discussed  in  no  other  way 
than  as  implying  a  clear  intent  that  no  one  should  be  elected  to  office 
in  a  Masonic  Lodge  except  with  the  expressed  approval  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  present  who  are  qualified  to  participate  in  the  election. 
We  see  no  particular  reason  for  douliling  the  good  policy  of  such  a 
law. 
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We  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Cirand  Master  in  this  mat- 
ter be  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  AIarion  y\NGi;LL0TTi , 
Chas.  L.  Patton, 
Wm.  S.  Wells, 
Dana  Rfjd  Wellek. 
j.  d.  murphey, 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  entire  report  was  adopted. 

MASONIC  TEMPLE  ASSOCIATION. 

Past  Grand  Master  William  P.  Filmer,  Vice-President 
of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

To  THE  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  California  : 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  accordance  with  its  annual  custom,  presents  herewith  a  full 
and  complete  statement  of  its  financial  transactions  from  the  date  of 
its  last  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  September  \,  1914,  to  September 
1,  1915. 

A  complete  financial  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
from  September  1,  1908,  to  September  1.  1914,  was  presented  at  the 
last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  Proceedings  of  the  year  1914  (see  pages  58-65)  and  is  therefore 
omitted  in  our  present  report. 

A  study  at  this  time  of  the  financial  condition  of  our  Temple  reveals 
again  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  assistance  pledged  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  years  that  have  passed.  The  promised  relief  by  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  annual  communication,  provid- 
ing for  a  bond  issue,  has  proven  ineffectual.  All  Blue  Lodges,  all 
Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  all  Councils  of  Ro3'al  and  Select  IMas- 
ters,  all  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar  and  all  Chapters  of  Eastern 
Star  in  the  jurisdiction  of  California  have  been  invited  and  urged  to 
subscribe  for  bonds,  and  to  this  date  but  $43,000.00  of  an  authorized 
bond  issue  of  $304,000.00,  the  approximate  present  indebtedness,  has 
been  subscribed. 

This  sum,  $43,000.00,  is  not  deemed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  issuance  of  bonds  as  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  and  mature  reflection  since  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  has  caused  the  Board  to  decide  not  to  take  action 
on  the  issuance  of  bonds  because  our  efforts  failed  to  meet  the  spirit 
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of  the  intention  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Consultations  were  had  with 
bankers  and  financiers  of  San  Francisco,  who  refused  to  take  bonds 
because  no  sinking  fund  had  been  provided  by  the  resolution. 

Reviewing  the  records  of  the  past  we  find  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
urged  the  erection  of  a  Temple  in  San  Francisco  and  promised  its 
"unstinted  aid  and  influence  and  such  financial  assistance  as  its  avail- 
able resources  will  permit."  The  erection  of  a  Temple  in  the  central 
city  of  our  state  has  greatly  increased  interest  in  the  Masonic  Order 
not  only  in  San  Francisco,  but  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction.  All 
the  Lodges  are  benefitting  from  its  existence.  It  being  a  Temple  for  all 
the  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction,  all  Masons  should  participate  in  the 
elimination  of  the  indebtedness  upon  it.  This  can  be  accomplished 
without  increasing  the  per  capita  tax,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  subscribing 
for  stock  in  annual  installments  from  its  available  funds.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  with  regard  to  the  old  Temple  to  invest  its 
surplus  in  the  stock  in  the  old  Temple  Association ;  why  should  it  not 
be  the  policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  invest  its  money  in  the  new 
Temple  and  reap  the  benefit  from  the  constantly  increasing  dividends 
and  stock  value  in  the  years  to  come?  Should  the  Grand  Lodge 
purchase  the  amount  of  the  present  indebtedness  it  will  own  approxi- 
mately $578,000.00  of  the  stock,  or  considerably  over  half  of  the  issued 
capital  stock. 

From  sentiment  and  loyalty  to  our  Order  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templar,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Masonic  bodies  of  San  Francisco  are  heavy  stockholders,  and  they,  with 
many  small  holdings  by  Masonic  bodies,  and  individual  Masons,  sub- 
scribed largely  because  the  committees  who  visited  those  bodies  and 
urged  them  to  subscribe  for  stock,  represented  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  the  power  behind  this  most  important  project  and  was  voluntarily 
pledged  to  its  financial  support  and  we  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
their  holdings  should  be  made  of  value  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
and  this  result  can  ensue  only  by  the  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness 
upon  the  Temple. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  fact  as  shown  by  the  report  herewith, 
that  even  during  the  past  year,  and  with  no  part  of  the  ground  floor 
rented,  $9058.25  in  dividends  could  have  been  paid  if  there  had  been 
no  interest  charge  for  money  borrowed. 

For  the  information  of  the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  to  indicate  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  inceptive  period 
of  the  Temple  and  since,  we  present  excerpts  from  several  proceedings, 
which  not  only  clearly  show  thai  tlic  Grand  Lodge,  for  several  years 
before  the  destruction  of  the  old  Temple  at  Post  and  Montgomery 
streets  in  1906,  desired  to  ])uild  a  new  Temple  in  San  Francisco  and 
which  also  indicate  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  pledged  itself  to  the 
erection  of  the  present  Temple  and  to  the  financing  thereof.    The  policy 
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of  the  old  Temple  Association  to  invest  its  surplus  funds  in  the  Temple 
Association  is  also  shown. 

EXCERPTS. 

M.'.W-*.  Orrin  S.  Henderson  in  1904  (page  1056)  presented  a  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  disposition  by  Grand  Lodge  of  its  stock  in  Masonic 
Hall  Association  and  the  erection  of  a  new  Temple.  Referred  to 
l''inance  Committee.  Bro.  Oscar  Lawler  (page  1114)  for  Finance  Com- 
mittee reported  that  the  old  Temple  was  inadequate  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  fraternity  and  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  to  act  with  committees  of  other  Masonic  bodies  with 
a  view  of  acquiring  a  site  for  and  the  erection  of  a  new  Masonic  Tem- 
ple in  San  Francisco.  Adopted.  Grand  Master  Hunter  recommended 
the  erection  of  a  new  Temple. 

Grand  Master  Motley  H.  Flint  in  1906  (page  197)  recommending 
that  a  new  Temple  be  built  at  once  in  San  Francisco  and  that  the 
revenue  from  sale  of  stock  in  old  Association,  seven  Blue  Lakes  Bonds, 
and  all  the  cash  in  treasury  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  M.*.  W-*-  Chas. 
L.  Patton  (page  408)  presented  a  report  indicating  that  all  the  money 
received  by  stockholders  in  the  old  Association  would  be  put  into  the 
new.  A  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  consider  a  proposition 
to  build  a  Temple.  Committee  consisted  of  Reuben  H.  Lloyd,  Wm.  P. 
Filmer,  Edward  Coleman,  Chas.  Schlessinger,  Chas.  M.  Plum,  Wm.  P. 
Jeffries  and  Orrin  S.  Henderson. 

M.*.  W-'.  Orrin  S.  Henderson  (page  467)  reported  that  all  the 
stock  should  be  owned  by  Grand  Lodge  and  other  Masonic  bodies  "'and 
under  the  guidance  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  control  and  manage  the  same" 
and  (page  468)  $210,000.00  was  subscribed. 

Bro.  R.  H.  Lloyd  in  1907  reported  the  organization  of  the  Masonic 
Temple  Association.  At  page  663  Bro.  Billings  moved  that  the 
$210,000.00  be  immediately  available  for  purchase  of  stock.  At  page 
719  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  further  subscription  of 
$15,000.00,  which  was  adopted. 

Bro.  Benj.  F.  Bledsoe  in  1908  (page  161)  presented  a  resolution 
pledging  the  aid  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Masonic  Temple  Associa- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  Finance  Committee  and  M.'.  W-'.  Motley 
H.  Flint  (page  165)  from  that  committee  cordially  indorsed  the  senti- 
ments contained  in  the  resolution  and  pledged  the  financial  support  of 
this  Grand  Body  to  this  splendid  undertaking.  (The  resolution  fol- 
lows) :  "That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  pledges  to  the  said  Masonic 
Temple  Association  its  unstinted  aid  and  influence,  and  such  financial 
assistance  as  its  available  resources  will  permit."  This  resolution  was 
adopted.  Grand  Master  John  D.  Murphey  in  his  annual  address,  Octo- 
ber, 1914,  called  attention  to  the  immediate  necessity  of  devising  "some 
means  of  liquidating  the  outstanding  indebtedness"  and  said :  "the 
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faith  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  pledged  to  the  nUimate  extinguishment 
of  this  indebtedness  and  this  it  must  do." 

It  may  be  stated  that  at  the  present  time  no  material  increase  of 
revenue  either  from  halls  or  store  rentals  can  be  expected.  The  Masonic 
bodies  now  occupying  the  halls  are  paying  much  higher  rentals  than 
ever  before  and  the  stores  will  not  rent  until  business  reaches  the  part 
of  the  city  upon  which  the  Temple  is  erected. 

We  believe  it  is  also  important  to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that 
if  it  were  possil)lc  to  place  the  entire  bond  issue,  it  would  only  mean 
the  postponement  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  the  solving  of  a  problem 
which  should  be  determined  at  once. 

The  adoption  of  the  plan  proposed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the 
directors  at  the  last  annual  communication  seems  to  us  to  be  the  best 
and  most  logical  plan  because  : 

1.  It  would  be  the  fulfillment  of  the  obligation  both  guaranteed 
and  implied  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  It  will  result  in  rapidly  paying  ofif  the  debts  now  bearing  five 
and  one-half  per  cent  and  six  per  cent  v^ith  moneys  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
which  will  bring  but  four  per  cent  in  the  savings  banks. 

v3.  It  will  result,  in  six  or  eight  years  or  at  the  most  ten  years,  in 
dividends  to  the  stockholders. 

4.  The  Grand  Lodge  will  then  own  the  controlling  interest  in  the 
Tem.ple  Association  stock. 

It  is  fully  expected  that  long  before  ten  years  shall  have  passed 
the  earnings  of  the  Temple  will  have  so  increased  that  they  will  mate- 
rially assist  in  reducing  the  indebtedness. 

From  the  facts  and  arguments  presented  herewith  we  earnestly 
trust  that  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  thoroughly  realize  the 
obligations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  most  important  matter  and 
that  they  will  adopt  some  form  of  resolution  that  will  permanently 
finance  the  Temple  and  relieve  the  Temple  Association  from  its  present 
burden.  Under  the  bonding  resolution  of  last  year  the  $25,000.00 
appropriated  could  not  be  paid  to  the  Association  until  the  bonds 
were  issued  and  was  not  available  for  use.  We  therefore  believe 
that  $50,000.00  should  be  appropriated  this  year.  That  this  can  be 
done  from  the  available  resources  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  without 
increasing  the  present  per  capita  tax,  is  amply  demonstrated  by  the 
Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  which  shows  that  if  this  appropriation 
is  made  there  will  still  be  a  balance  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all 
the  annual  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  suggest  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  subscribe  for  25,000  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  California,  to 
be  paid  for  as  follows  :  $50,000.00  at  this  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  $25,000.00  annually  hereafter. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FROM  SEPTEMBER  1,  1914, 
TO  SEPTEMBER  1,  1915 


RECEIPTS 

Rentals  from  Masonic  bodies  $  24,172.71 

Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  (subscription  stock)....  2,500.00 

Grand  Commandery  K.  T.  (subscription  stock)..  2,500.00 

Payments  on  subscriptions,  individual  Masons....  1,820.00 

Crocker  National  Bank,  account  loan   2,500.00 

California  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.,  for  stock..  6,700.00   $  40.192.71 


DISBURSEMENTS 

MAINTENANCE 

Care  of  organs,  one  year  $  100.00 

Insurajice    309.37 

Interest   16,314.94 

Fuel  oil   266.47 

Gas   158.24 

Electricity    1,549.92 

Towels    88.47 

Repairs  and  new  cables  for  elevators   286.95 

Water    150.08 

Cleaning-  utensils,  etc   55.06 

Telephones    141.45 

Rent  of  piano   48.00 

Janitors    4,620.00 

Care  of  elevators,  one  year   90.00 

Scavenger   70.00 

Miscellaneous  small  bills  .'.   61.23 

Taxes   6,351.23 

Tax  protest   6.50 

Secretary    600.00 

Lamps    68.48 

Medical  attendance   63.05 

Printing  blanks  and  circulars,  account  bonds   29.96 


$  31,429.40 
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BUILDING  ACCOUNT 

Final  paNment  on  organ  $2,600.00 

Architect's  fees   2,500.00 

Commander  Hall  decorations   6,700.00  11,800.00 


Delkit    $  3,036.69 

$  43.229.40   $  43,229.40 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  PRESENT  ANNUAL  LOSS 

Cost  of  maintenance  ....$  8,447.36 

Insurance    309.37 

Interest    16,314.94 

Taxes    6,351.23 

Taxes    6.50   $  31.429.40 

Income  from  rentals   24,172.71 


Annual  loss    $  7,256.69 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  ANNUAL  GAIN  BY  ELIMINATION 
OF  INTEREST  CHARGE 

Income  from  rentals  $  24,172.71 

Maintenance,  less  interest   15,114.46 


Annual  gain   $  9,058.25 

PRESENT  INDEBTEDNESS 

Savings  Union  Bank  of  San  Francisco,  mortgage  $250,000.00 

Crocker  National  Bank   42,500.00 

Outstanding  notes,  architect's  fee   11,489.00 


$303,989.00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Masonic  Temple  Assocl\tion  ok  Calikornlx. 
By  Wm.  H.  Crocker,  President. 
Edward  Peabody,  Secretary. 
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MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Past  Grand  Master  William  S.  Wells,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California, 
presented  the  annual  report  of  the  Board,  and  printed  co])- 
ies  thereof  being  in  the  hands  of  representatives  present, 
the  reading'  of  the  report  was  waived,  and  it  was  made  si)e- 
cial  order  for  Thursday  morning  at  10  o'clock  for  C(Misider- 
ation. 

To  the  M.'.  JV-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  here- 
with submits  for  your  consideration  and  approval  its  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  September  30.  1915. 

The  M.*.  W-'-  Grand  Master  reappointed  Edward  B.  Spencer,  vice 
self,  term  expired,  and  the  Board  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  office 
of  tlie  Grand  Secretary,  on  October  16,  1914,  electing  William  S.  Wells 
President,  Motley  H.  Flint  Vice-President,  and  Elmer  E.  Stone  Secre- 
tary. During  the  year  the  Board  has  held  its  regular  and  special  meet- 
ings at  both  Decoto  and  San  Gabriel. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary,  Superintendent  and  Accountants  arc 
submitted  herewith,  made  a  part  of  this  report,  and  referred  to  for  more 
particular  information  of  the  financial  condition  of  both  Homes. 

DECOTO  HOMH. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  momentous  responsibilities  for  the 
Trustees,  two  very  serious  propositions  being  before  them  for  satisfac- 
tory adjustment.  The  first  is  one  well  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  wit :  the  over-crowded  condition  of  the  Home  at  De- 
coto and  the  necessity  for  providing  additional  accommodations. 

The  contract  for  the  new  dormitory  building  was  awarded  promptly, 
and  a  large  amount  of  the  time  of  the  Trustees  has  been  given  to  the 
satisfactory  performance  of  same.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the 
building  is  now  completed,  and  most  certainly  is  a  monument  to  Masonry 
in  California.  Your  Trustees  believed  that  it  was  their  duty  to  erect 
the  building  not  for  its  beauty  but  for  its  safety  and  the  health  of  those 
whom  it  will  shelter.  As  a  result,  there  probably  is  no  better  building 
in  our  entire  state  than  our  newly  compleled  dormilory.  Tt  is  a  Ivvo- 
slcjry,  tin-proof  structure,  containing  lifty  one  rooms  for  sk-eping  pur- 
])oses,  as  well  as  a  large  club  room  on  the  first  Ho(»r,  foi-  tlie  use  of  the 
men.    The  entire  building  is  steam  Iieated  and  is  equipped  with  a  \  acuum 
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cleaning  system,  so  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  rooms  and  furnish- 
ings is  assured.  Each  floor  is  provided  with  lavatories,  baths,  showers 
and  toilets  of  the  most  modern  manufacture,  and  as  the  rooms  are  all 
on  the  outside,  the  best  of  ventilation  is  secured,  with  sunlight  in  every 
room. 

Your  Trustees  feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  examine  the  new  building  before  returning  to  their 
homes,  for  we  confidently  expect  that  by  the  time  the  Grand  Lodge 
meets,  everything  will  be  in  "apple  pie  order,"  and  ready  for  inspec- 
tion. 

We  are  very  glad  to  say  that  the  completion  of  the  new  dormitory 
settles  a  problem  which  has  been  confronting  us,  for  additional  space 
to  take  care  of  those  who  have  applications  now  on  file.  The  Trustees 
have  carefully  reviewed  and  examined  all  applications  on  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  and  those  who  can  be  admitted  have  been  notified  through 
their  respective  Lodges  that  they  will  be  accepted  at  the  Home  imme- 
diately upon  the  adjournment  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  new  building  with  its  furnishings  will  cost  approximately 
$50,000,  and  for  the  information  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
we  may  state,  also,  that  this  means  two  years'  special  tax  for  new 
fireproof  buildings  for  the  Homes  were  required  for  the  enlargement 
of  that  at  Decoto. 

The  erection  of  the  new  dormitory  necessitated  the  removal  of 
the  cottages  to  the  vacant  space  near  the  Temple.  All  of  the  cottages 
have  been  placed  in  excellent  repair,  repainted  and  made  most  com- 
fortable for  sleeping  quarters.  The  barn  and  outbuildings,  also,  have 
been  overhauled,  painted,  and  improved  as  condition  required. 

Our  dormitory  having  been  completed,  your  Trustees  are  now 
giving  their  attention  to  the  remodeling  and  enlargement  of  the 
kitchen.  This  step  is  imperative,  owing  to  the  increase  in  number  of 
applicants  for  admission  to  the  Home,  a  situation  well  understood  by 
all  of  those  familiar  with  the  facts.  This  condition,  of  course,  is 
natural,  for  our  Grand  Lodge  is  now  some  sixty-five  years  old  and, 
consequently,  from  this  time  on.  there  will  be  a  greater  demand  for 
accommodations  in  our  Home.  To  provide  for  the  increased  cost  of 
maintenance,  the  Endowment  Fund  proposed  is  absolutely  essential. 
This  matter,  however,  is  a  subject  for  a  special  committee,  but  is  of 
such  vital  importance  that  every  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
give  it  his  careful  attention,  and  co-operate  to  the  utmost  in  making 
the  Endowment  Fund  sufl^icicnt  for  the  needs  of  the  Home. 

The  hospital  erected  by  our  late  Grand  Treasurer,  Brother  Cole- 
man, has  a  capacity  of  fifteen  people,  and  we  regret  to  advise  that  it 
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is  now  overcrowded.  At  times  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  the  oper- 
ating rooms  for  our  patients.  Fortunately,  however,  when  this  hos- 
pital was  constructed,  it  was  planned  that  at  some  future  time,  should 
necessity  arise,  the  roof  could  be  raised  and  another  story  added. 
Unquestionably,  at  no  very  distant  date,  this  plan  will  have  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  for  applications  are  being  received  constantly  from  Lodges 
for  the  admission  of  members  who  are  confined  to  their  beds  and  un- 
able to  care  for  themselves.  Under  the  regulations  of  the  Home  we 
are,  at  this  time,  obliged  to  deny  the  admission  of  those  unable  to  care 
for  themselves,  and  this  often  works  a  hardship  on  the  Lodge.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  of  some  of  the  smaller  Lodges.  We  sincerely  hope, 
however,  that  the  time  is  not  far  away  when  this  matter  can  be 
adjusted  satisfactorily,  and  the  subordinate  Lodges  relieved  of  then- 
heavy  burdens. 

The  Board  has  been  tendered  the  services  of  a  member  of  the  Craft 
who  is  an  expert  landscape  gardener,  to  rearrange  the  grounds  at 
Decoto,  and  we  hope  by  another  year  to  have  a  specific  plan  for  beau- 
tifying the  premises.  Owing  to  the  abundant  supply  of  water  which 
we  have,  this  can  be  carried  into  effect  very  easily. 

During  the  past  year  many  of  the  Lodges  about  the  bay  have 
visited  the  home  at  Decoto  and  conferred  the  Degrees.  This  has  been 
much  appreciated  by  the  residents,  and  the  Board  wishes  to  encourage 
this  fraternizing  of  the  Craft  with  the  members  at  Decoto.  A  most 
cordial  welcome  is  extended  to  the  Lodges  to  keep  up  this  good  work. 

M.".  W.'.  Grand  Master  Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe  has  visited  the 
Homes  during  the  year,  and  the  Board  has  had  his  support  and  assist- 
ance in  determining  some  of  the  important  questions  connected  with 
the  work. 

SAN  GABRIKL  HOME. 

The  second,  and  perhaps  the  most  serious  problem  which  con- 
fronted your  Trustees  this  year  was  the  property  at  San  Gabriel.  Per- 
haps no  more  beautiful  or  picturesque  site  could  be  found  in  Southern 
California,  and  anyone  passing  in  front  of  the  San  Gabriel  property 
and  looking  at  the  massive  oaks,  beautiful  palms  and  verdant  foliage, 
the  result  of  twenty-eight  years  of  growth,  cannot  but  be  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  beautiful  surroundings. 

But  the  situation  confronting  your  Trustees  bore  no  relation  to  the 
beauties  of  the  place.  On  the  property  in  the  rear  of  our  buildings, 
a  few  years  ago  a  little  wash  was  noted,  and  this  has  developed  each 
year  until  now,  during  the  winter,  it  is  a  raging  torrent.  The  condi- 
tion has  been  intensified  by  the  fact  that  the  City  of  Pasadena  has 
diverted  practically  all  of  its  storm  waters  into  the  stream  which  flows 
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into  the  rear  of  our  San  Gabriel  property,  and  from  a  little  stream  of 
water  in  the  winter,  it  has  developed  into  a  most  serious  menace,  the 
path  of  the  water  at  times  being  150  feet  wide,  with  no  possibility  of 
preventing  damage  when  the  stream  is  running  full. 

Without  desiring  to  be  personal  in  any  way,  or  to  give  credit 
where  it  is  not  due,  particular  mention  should  be  made  of  the  efforts 
of  Trustee  Brother  E.  B.  Spencer,  who  has  on  every  rainy  night  vis- 
ited the  Home  at  San  Gabriel,  and  made  every  possible  effort  to  save 
not  only  our  realty  but  the  buildings  in  which  our  young  people  are 
sheltered.  Last  year  we  expended  some  $2000  for  barriers,  with  the 
hope  that  our  property  might  be  saved.  But  when  the  winter  came 
— and  it  was  not  a  severe  winter,  from  the  standpoint  of  rainfall — 
after  each  storm,  water  rushing  through  this  stream  became  a  torrent, 
and  our  property,  particularly  the  buildings,  were  endangered.  Brother 
Spencer  has  worked  many  nights,  in  the  rain  and  in  the  storm  water, 
for  the  protection  of  the  property  owned  by  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge, 
and  this  fact  is  given  special  mention  at  this  time  so  that  the  members 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  will  appreciate  the  critical  situation  existing,  be- 
cause most  of  our  members  who  visit  San  Gabriel  look  at  our  property 
from  the  front  of  the  l)uildings  only,  and  cannot  appreciate  the  condi- 
tions existing  in  the  rear. 

The  building  wc  arc  using  at  San  Gabriel  is  some  twenty-eight 
years  old,  of  frame  construction,  and  the  ravages  of  time  are  very 
apparent.  Anticipating  the  change  of  location  necessitated  by  the  storm 
and  other  conditions,  however,  the  Board  did  not  deem  it  wise  to  make 
any  repairs  or  even  temporary  improvements  in  the  old  buildings. 
Neither  did  we  make  any  additions  or  replacements  in  the  furniture  or 
equipment,  believing  it  a  sane  economy  to  meet  a  temporary  incon- 
venience and  have  all  purchases  made  in  harmony  with  the  new  build- 
ings which  would  be  necessary. 

Anyone  familiar  with  conditions  in  the  United  States  during  the 
past  two  or  three  years  will  appreciate  that  to  sell  real  estate  at  this 
time  was  practically  an  impossibility.  Nevertheless,  your  Trustees  spent 
a  very  large  amount  of  time  going  into  the  situation  from  every  angle, 
and  finally,  after  much  work,  some  half  dozen  parcels  of  land  were 
offered  by  various  parties  in  trade  for  our  San  Gabriel  property.  Your 
Trustees,  however,  were  loath  to  act  without  feeling  positively  certain 
of  their  ground,  and  knowing  that  their  action  in  the  matter  would  be 
in  line  with  the  desires  of  this  Grand  Body.  As  time  wore  on,  how- 
ever, the  situation  became  more  serious,  and  they  then  determined  to 
secure  ihc  best  experts  ol)tainal)le  on  land  values  to  carefull\-  in\'estigate 
the  situati.iu. 

As  a  result  of  this  decision,  five  of  the  best  land  appraisers  in 
Southern  California,  three  of  them  appraisers  for  the  largest  banks 
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in  Los  Angeles,  and  two  general  land  appraisers,  were  asked,  on  behalf 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes,  to  carefully  investigate  the 
present  site  at  San  Gabriel  and  all  others  offered  in  exchange,  and  to 
make  recommendations  as  to  what  should  be  done.  These  five  apprais- 
ers are  men  who  pass  upon  land  values  by  which  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  are  loaned,  and  are  the  most  expert  in  Southern  California. 
Two  days  were  spent  in  inspection,  one  group  of  two  men  going  out 
one  day  and  the  three  other  appraisers  the  second  day.  Each  group 
submitted  a  report  of  their  findings,  and  although  the  two  were  never 
in  consultation,  their  reports  were  practically  identical.  They  agreed 
that  the  building  at  San  Gabriel  was,  so  far  as  actual  value  is  con- 
cerned, nil,  and  because  of  its  present  condition  was  becoming  exceed- 
ingly dangerous,  and  on  account  of  the  wash  extending  through  the 
property,  it  was  extremely  hazardous  as  an  orphanage. 

The  five  appraisers  recommended  that  if  the  exchange  could  be 
made  of  the  ten  to  eleven  acres  of  land  at  San  Gabriel  for  the  fifty- 
two  acres  located  near  Covina,  it  was  decidedly  to  our  advantage  to 
accept  the  proposition.  We  may  add  that  every  one  of  the  five  ap- 
praisers reported  that  if  we  secured  the  Covina  property,  the  monetary 
advantage  to  the  Grand  Lodge  would  be  an  important  one. 

Forty-two  acres  of  this  land  are  in  one  piece,  and  ten  acres  are 
a  short  distance  removed.  Twenty-five  acres  of  the  tract  are  level 
mesa  land,  on  which  could  be  erected  buildings.  The  remaining  seven- 
teen acres  comprise  a  slope  from  mesa  land  to  creek,  quite  a  distance 
below,  and  the  land  is  of  such  character  as  to  lend  itself  to  beautifica- 
tion,  for  it  possesses  some  natural  ruggedness.  A  portion  of  the  seven- 
teen acres  is  well  adapted  to  gardening,  while  the  rest  of  it,  although 
having  no  particular  value  for  general  purposes,  is  valuable  to  the 
Home  as  recreation  grounds,  and  is  of  such  nature  as  to  allow  the  boys 
in  time  to  bring  about  splendid  parking  effects.  The  other  ten  acres, 
while  detached  and  a  little  inaccessible,  is  good  ground,  and  can  be 
utilized.  It  is  a  desirable  piece  of  land  and  possesses  enough  value  to 
perform  some  good  service  to  the  Home. 

After  receiving  the  report  of  the  appraisers,  your  Trustees  held  a 
special  meeting,  and  upon  consultation  with  the  Grand  Master,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  that  a  change  of  property  be  made.  The  transaction 
has  now  been  consummated. 

While  we  have  not  given  the  report  of  the  appraisers  in  detail, 
because  this  would,  for  various  reasons,  be  impracticable,  these  records 
are  on  file  and  can  be  reviewed  by  anyone  interested.  The  report  will 
show  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  benefited  materially  from  the  exchange 
of  properties. 

It  is  essentially  necessary  that  the  children  be  taken  from  the 
San  Gabriel  Home  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  plans  have,  there- 
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fore,  been  prepared  for  temporary  structures,  pending  the  construction 
of  the  permanent  fireproof  buildings.  These  temporary  structures  will 
be  perfectly  safe  for  the  children,  and  will  answer  all  purposes  until 
the  fireproof  buildings  are  completed.  Plans  for  the  permanent  struc- 
tures are  now  under  consideration  by  your  Trustees. 

Although  a  portion  of  the  funds  raised  by  the  fifty-cent  per  capita 
tax  for  new  buildings  will  be  used  for  the  work  of  completion  of  the 
dormitory  at  Decoto,  there  will  not  be  sufficient  funds  for  the  building 
of  the  Orphans'  Home,  unless  the  fifty-cent  tax  is  continued,  and  as 
this  is  so  essential  and  undoubtedly  apparent  to  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  we  believe  it  should  be  continued. 

A  most  regrettable  occurrence  of  the  year  to  the  Board,  was  the 
resignation  of  our  esteemed  and  much-loved  matron,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Al- 
exander. Her  failing  health  during  the  last  two  years  has  had  a  tell- 
ing effect,  and  the  active  duties  of  caring  for  our  large  family  became 
too  great  for  her  strength.  Her  sweet  influence  with  the  children, 
and  the  great  respect  she  commanded  from  all  interested  in  the  Home, 
were  of  inestimable  value  to  the  Fraternity.  The  splendid  discipline 
and  the  cheerful  spirit  of  the  children  stand  as  a  substantial  and  beau- 
tiful monument  to  her  industrious  efforts.  The  Board,  while  recog- 
nizing that  the  demands  of  the  position  of  matron  were  too  heavy  for 
her,  has  prevailed  upon  Mrs.  Alexander  to  accept  a  position  as  in- 
structor, which  calls  for  less  active  responsibilities,  and  so  we  shall  not 
be  deprived  of  her  useful  influence  and  personal  work  with  the  chil- 
dren. 

The  selection  of  a  new  matron  naturally  fell  to  Mrs.  M.  E.  Miller, 
the  senior  in  service  of  our  staff'  at  the  Home,  and  during  the  past  year 
assistant  matron  to  Mrs.  Alexander.  Mrs.  Miller  is  most  capable  in  man- 
agement, economical  in  all  detail,  and  possesses  that  unusual  faculty  of 
holding  the  love  of  every  child  without  the  least  suggestion  of  favorit- 
ism. She  was  Mrs.  Alexander's  selection  as  a  successor  to  carry  on 
the  work  in  which  she  was  so  devotedly  interested,  and  the  Board  was 
pleased  to  endorse  her  recommendation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  S.  WELLS, 
MOTLEY  H.  FLINT, 
THOMAS  FLINT, 
E.  B.  SPENCER, 
ELMER  E.  STONE- 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  18,  1915. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  your  Sec- 
retary for  the  year  ended  July  31,  1915,  making  the  report  of  the 
Accountant  my  financial  report. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Elmer  E.  Stone, 

Secretary. 

San  Francisco,  Cal,  Sept.  18,  1915. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Masonic  Homes 
of  California  for  the  year  ended  July  31,  1915,  and  following  upon  the 
last  similar  audit  have  presented  a  complete  report  thereof,  embracing 
statements  exhibiting  in  full  details  of  the  financial  position  and  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Homes  to  the  date  of  July  31,  1915. 

I  have  verified  the  income  from  reports  submitted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, the  expenditures  by  examination  of  properly  approved  vouch- 
ers, accompanied  by  supporting  invoices  or  other  documents,  and  the 
funds  on  deposit  in  banks,  by  examination  of  bank  statements  and 
Treasurer's  books. 

I  have  verified  the  securities  and  cash  of  the  Permanent  Endow- 
ment Fund,  the  Decoto  and  San  Gabriel  Revolving  Funds  and  the 
cash  account  of  F.  B.  Hartman,  Trustee. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Walter  B.  Birds  all, 

Accountant. 
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MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA, 
DECOTO  AND  SAN  GABRIEL,  CALIFORNIA. 
Ck-nci-al  Balance  Sheet,  July  31,  1915. 

ASSETS. 

Cash  $  39,982.56 

Funeral  Expense  Account    475.00 

Securities    39,237.50 

Supply  and  Sundry  Equipment  Inventories    4,635.50 

Decnlo  Real  Estate,  Improvements  and  Equipment  327,545.58 
San  C.ahriel  Real  Estate,  Improvements  and  Equip- 
ment   71,605.41 

Real  h^tale  Investments    1,900.00 

i.scellaneuus    674.53 

 $486,056.08 

LIABILITIES. 

Vouchers  payahle  $  5.913.64 

Trust  Inmds    8,825.56 

Ivcsidents'  Personal  Deposits   $  866.57 

Special   Rule  No.    16   6,778.99 

Head  Stone    1,180.00 


Capital 

Entertainment  Fund   $  976.08 

IVrmanenl  h'ndowment  Fund    41,381.20 

Buildin-  Fund    16,631.80 

General  Inmd— Capital    412,327.80 

 $486,056.08 
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MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CAI.TFORNTA, 
DECOTO  AND  SAN  GABRIEL,  CALIFORNIA. 

GKNERAL    STATEMENT    OE    TOTAL    RECEIPTS    AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

August  1,  1914,  to  July  31,  1915. 


Balance  on  hand  August  1,  1914   $  31,153.47 

General  Fund   $  3,329.59 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund    5,747.94 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund    1,251.56 

Entertainment  Fund    1,237.43 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund    1,061.32 

Head  Stone  Fund    1,080.00 

Building  Fund    17,445.63 


Receipts    112.522.62 


General   Fund  $76,829.70 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   5,461.76 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund    2,921.33 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund    620.33 

Head  Stone  Fund   100.00 

Building  Fund   "   26,589.50 


$143,676.09 
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Disbursements    109,607.17 

General  Fund   $74,667.51 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   4,430.71 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund    2,029.19 

Entertainment  Fund    261.35 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund    815.08 

Building  Fund    27,403.33 


Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915   34,068.92 

General  Fund   $  5,491.78 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   :   6,778.99 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund    2,143.70 

Entertainment  Fund    976.08 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund    866.57 

Head  Stone  Fund    1,180.00 

Building  Fund    16,631.80 


Disposition    34,068.92 

Balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  (y\ll  Funds)  $24,299.51 

Revolving  Fund    2,250.00 

Bank  of  Italy    6,628.23 

Central  National  Bank   5,938.25 

F.  B.  Hartman,  Trustee    866.57 


Less  Checks  Outstanding  (Vouchers  Payable) 


$39,982.56 
.  5,913.64 
 $ 


34,068.92 
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MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA, 
DECOTO  AND  SAN  GABRIEL,  CALIFORNIA. 

STATEMENT  OF  GENERAL  FUND  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

August  1,  1914,  to  July  31,  1915. 


Balance  on  hand,  August  1,  1914  $  3,329.59 

Receipts    69,416.79 

Per  Capita  Tax   $53,179.00 

Decoto  Farm  Rental  and  Sales   8,229.97 

Donations    4,298.02 

Interest  on  Deposits    2,098.32 

Funeral  Expense    289.00 

San  Gabriel  Farm  Sale    1,292.01 

Miscellaneous    30.47 


$  72,746.38 

Disbursements    67,254.60 

Decoto  Home  Operation   $32,287.14 

San  Gabriel  Flome  Operation    16,535.11 

Decoto  Farm  Operation    7,261.27 

General  Expense    3,438.25 

Funeral  Expense    475.00 

San  Gabriel  Farm  Operation    1,537.33 

Decoto  Building  Equipment   42.99 

San  Gabriel  Building  Equipment    13.03 

San  Gabriel  Sundry  Improvements   553.55 

Interest  Paid    103.75 

Taxes    584.52 

Miscellaneous    316.61 

Decoto   Sundry   Improvements    4,106.05 


Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915  $  5,491.78 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Decoto,  Alameda  County,  Cal.,  October  1,  1915. 

To  the  Board  of  Tnisfces  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California: 

The  undersigned  presents  the  seventeenth  annual  report  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  great  progress  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Decoto  and  San  Gabriel  Homes.  The  constructive  work  carried 
on  during  the  past  two  years  has  resulted  in  improved  methods  of  ad- 
ministration in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Homes.  It  has  enabled  the 
management  to  reach  a  higher  standard  of  service  in  the  practical  lines 
of  the  work. 

The  members  of  our  large  family  are  encouraged  to  interest  them- 
selves in  the  welfare  of  the  Homes  and  to  render  assistance  in  the 
general  routine  work.  A  loyal  effort  on  the  part  of  each  one  has  created 
a  splendid  spirit  in  both  Homes. 

The  social  side  of  our  Home  life  has  been  carried  out  by  means  of 
entertainments  of  various  kinds.  Out-of-door  recreations  have  been 
provided.  This  year  all  the  older  and  younger  members  of  the  family 
who  were  able  to  visit  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  were  given  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  The  camping  trip  of  the  children  at  Balboa,  which 
has  become  an  annual  event,  was  also  enjoyed  by  them, 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  general  conditions  at 
the  Homes,  due  to  the  faithful  efforts  of  the  employees,  residents  and 
children,  all  as  far  as  possible  contributing  by  personal  example  to  the 
l)uilding  up  of  the  hope  and  aim  of  the  Fraternity,  The  Ideal  Home. 

DECOTO. 

There  have  been  admitted  to  the  Home  during  the  year  13  men  and 
3  women.  There  are  now  at  the  Home  85  men  and  45  women.  All  the 
rooms  are  now  occupied.  Admissions  have  only  been  made  as  vacancies 
occur.  The  new  building  for  men  will  give  51  additional  rooms  which 
will  soon  be  available.  The  increased  accommodations  will  more  than 
take  care  of  all  the  applicants  now  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  health  of  the  Home  has  been  normal.  There  are  now  18  mem- 
bers being  cared  for  in  the  Coleman  Hospital.  With  the  coming  in- 
creased membership  of  the  family,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  addi- 
tional room  at  the  hospital  for  the  proper  care  of  the  sick  and  infirm. 

It  lias  been  demonstrated  that  our  water  supply  is  inexhaustible, 
the  reservoirs  are  full  at  all  times  and  equal  to  any  demand  made  on 
them. 

The  greater  part  of  tlie  hill  ranch  has,  as  heretofore,  been  leased 
either  on  shares  or  for  cash  rental. 
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The  farm  has  supplied  plenty  of  fruit  for  table  use,  the  surplus  be- 
ing sold  in  the  San  Francisco  market ;  also  a  large  quantity  of  corn 
and  stock  feed  has  been  raised  for  the  dairy,  hog  and  chicken  ranches. 
The  vegetable  and  berry  gardens  gave  good  returns  and  a  good  variety. 
The  vineyard  for  several  years  has  been  deteriorating,  making  it  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  acreage.  The  new  orchard  planted  last  year  is  doing 
well. 

The  operation  of  the  heating,  laundry  and  cold  storage  plants  has 
been  satisfactory.  A  brick  addition  has  been  built  as  an  annex  to  the 
heating  plant,  to  be  used  as  a  blacksmith  shop  where  all  pipe  and  repair 
work  can  be  attended  to. 

The  chicken  ranch  has  supplied  all  the  eggs  for  kitchen  and  talile 
use,  and  a  surplus  of  6000  eggs  has  been  put  up  for  winter  use.  The 
dairy  has  furnished  plenty  of  milk  and  the  hog  ranch  has  also  given 
good  returns. 

A  large  quantity  of  fruit  has  been  preserved  by  the  women  of  the 
Home,  and  all  the  mending  and  household  linen  has  been  made  by 
them. 

A  number  of  the  brethren  have  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Home  by  their  labor  in  the  carpenter,  shoe,  tailor  and  barber  shops  ; 
also  the  wood  yard,  and  in  the  care  of  flower  gardens,  lawns  and  light 
work  in  a  general  way. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  library  continues,  there  being  at  the 
present  time  2500  volumes  on  the  shelves.  In  addition  to  this  we  are  the 
recipients,  through  members  of  the  Fraternity,  of  daily  papers,  maga- 
zines and  periodicals  which  are  placed  on  the  tables  of  the  library, 
men's  club  room  and  the  ladies'  reading  room. 

The  weekly  moving  picture  and  musical  entertainments  have  been 
given  in  the  Simonoff  Temple.  The  Thursday  evening  social,  games 
and  dances ;  the  Wednesday  afternoon  reading  club,  and  the  Friday 
evening  song  practice,  have  been  regularly  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall. 
The  usual  services  are  held  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

A  complete  stereopticon  outfit  was  donated  to  the  Home  by  Pa- 
cific Lodge,  No.  136,  F.  &  A.  M.,  by  means  of  which  stereopticon  en- 
tertainments and  illustrated  lectures  have  been  given  for  the  benefit 
of  the  members  of  the  family. 

A  complete  hand  laundry  has  been  placed  in  the  basement  of  the 
main  building,  equipped  with  two  stationary  tubs,  hot  and  cold  water, 
ironing  board  and  table,  clothes  racks,  electric  irons,  etc.,  for  the  use 
of  the  women  of  the  Home.  This  has  been  a  great  need  and  is  nmch 
appreciated  by  them. 

Each  month  arrangements  are  made  so  that  the  members  of  the 
Home — a  few  at  a  time — have  an  opportunity  to  visit  Alameda  Lodge, 
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No.  167,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Orient  Chapter,  No.  177,  O.  E.  S.,  at  their 
stated  and  special  meeetings,  and  at  times  trips  are  made  to  Oakland, 
San  Francisco  and  towns  near  the  Home. 

All  the  members  of  the  Home  who  were  able  to  go,  have  been 
taken  to  visit  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  at  San  Francisco,  the 
Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Francisco  having  donated  $116.44  and 
28  admission  tickets  for  that  purpose.. 

Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  arrived  at  the  Home 
October  14,  1914,  by  special  train,  on  a  tour  of  inspection. 

The  social  life  of  the  Home  has  been  greatly  enriched  by  literary 
and  musical  entertainments  made  possible  by  generous  volunteers  from 
Lodges,  members  of  Lodges  and  their  ladies,  Islam  Shrine  band,  mov- 
ing pictures,  miscellaneous  program  and  band  concert.  Jewel  Lodge, 
No.  374,  conferred  the  Third  Degree  at  the  Temple  and  gave  a  musi- 
cal concert.  Oak  Leaf  Chapter,  No.  8,  O.  E.  S.,  initiatory  work  at  the 
Temple  and  picnic  in  the  grove.  Illustrated  lecture  by  Brother  J.  C. 
Frolicher,  "The  Honey  Bee."  Sequoia  Lodge,  No.  349,  Standard 
Lodge,  No.  440,  and  Brooklyn  Lodge,  No.  225,  conferring  the  Degrees. 
Illustrated  lecture  by  Rev.  J.  Martin,  on  "China."  Oakland  Lodge, 
No.  188,  entertainment  at  Temple.  Illustrated  lecture,  Liberty  Bell  pro- 
gram.   New  Year's  Eve,  carnival  and  watch  party. 

All  the  holidays  have  been  ol)served  with  appropriate  exercises. 
The  specials  were  those  which  were  held  on  New  Year's  Day,  Lin- 
coln's Birthday,  Washington's  Birthday.  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  Christmas. 

SAN  GABRIEL. 

The  Orphans'  Home  in  San  Gabriel,  while  accompanied  by  a  vast 
amount  of  small  detail  in  its  work,  and  cares  of  an  entirely  different 
nature  than  that  required  for  the  old  people  at  Decoto,  is  more  com- 
pensating in  many  ways  for  the  efforts  employed.  With  the  older  mem- 
bers at  Decoto  we  witness  deterioration,  and  Father  Time  marking 
his  progress  with  telling  force.  Here  at  San  Gabriel  we  witness  de- 
velopment, physically  and  mentally,  and  Father  Time  each  year  bring- 
ing the  children  nearer  to  maturity  and  usefulness.  Each  year  the 
older  ones  march  out  into  the  world  to  exercise  the  talents  and  accom- 
plishments acquired  in  the  Home,  but  just  as  rapidly  newer  and  young- 
er ones  fill  the  ranks,  and  keep  our  little  army  not  only  always  re- 
cruited, but  always  increasing. 

Your  Board  of  Trustees  are  more  than  satisfied  with  the  results 
obtained  in  placing  our  older  boys  with  responsible  Masons,  who  train 
them  in  some  suitable  line  of  business  or  trade.  Most  of  the  boys  soon 
earn  sufficient  wages  to  support  themselves  after  a  few  months'  work, 
requiring  our  assistance  only  in  case  of  illness,  and  occasionally  in  the 
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purchase  of  clothing  or  some  sensible  necessity.  All  our  boys  are  do- 
ing well  but  one.  who  is  continually  influenced  by  a  most  determined 
and  badly  misguided  parent. 

A  most  satisfactory  solution  of  the  proper  housing  and  caring 
for  the  boys  now  at  work  has  been  reached  in  the  organization  of  a 
club,  where  all  the  boys  can  be  dormitoried  and  boarded  at  the  same 
place.  The  boys  organized  with  their  own  officers,  made  and  exe- 
cuted their  own  rules,  and  keep  account  of  their  general  expense.  At 
the  time  of  making  this  report,  however,  the  owner  of  the  property 
occupied  by  the  boys  met  with  reverses,  and  lost  the  place  by  fore- 
closure. The  lady  leasing  the  property  could  not  make  satisfactory 
terms  with  the  new  owner,  and  the  boys  are  temporarily  boarding  with 
private  families.  The  Board  will  probably  secure  a  suitable  place  for 
the  boys  soon,  that  they  may  be  again  together,  and  under  the  mild  but 
necessary  discipline  of  a  proper  and  capable  person  to  direct  their  care 
and  organization. 

The  children  at  the  Home  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  care  they 
receive,  and  through  the  influence  of  their  instructors  are  striving  to 
show  their  gratitude  by  a  substantial  improvement  in  all  the  duties 
assigned  to  them.  Their  special  teachers  in  music,  dancing,  drilling  and 
manual  work,  compliment  them  upon  their  unusual  application  and  per- 
sistency of  effort.  Their  school  work  is  marked  by  an  equal  interest, 
and  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  of  fifty-eight  pupils  from  the  Home, 
only  two  failed  to  make  their  grade,  and  one  of  these  was  a  new  boy 
who  was  confused  in  his  classes  by  a  transfer  from  a  school  graded 
differently. 

We  continue  to  arrange  evenings  of  entertainment  through  com- 
mittees supplying  varied  programs.  Many  clever  and  original  numbers 
are  arranged  that  would  reflect  credit  on  older  persons.  All  patriotic 
and  other  holidays  arc  observed  with  an  appropriate  program.  Visita- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Relief,  Past  Masters'  Association,  Lodges  coming 
in  a  body,  etc.,  are  always  given  a  short  program,  that  the  Fraternity 
may  know  to  some  extent  the  care  given  the  children. 

The  greatest  care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  the  women  who 
are  given  the  responsibility  of  training  the  young  minds  and  hearts  of 
those  left  for  the  Fraternity  to  bring  up  to  a  high  standard  of  citizen- 
ship. Due  credit  must  be  given  those  who  give  many  hours  a  day  in 
their  respective  duties  to  the  special  advancement  of  the  personality 
and  culture  of  the  individual  child.  The  new  child  brought  to  the 
Home  has  been  a  victim  of  reverses,  and,  in  many  cases,  a  long  time 
without  care  and  training.  Much  patience  is  required  to  overcome 
some  of  these  unfavorable  conditions.  The  general  system,  however, 
of  all  working  to  one  end  soon  obtains  results. 
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]\Iiss  Dorothy  Lyndall  continues  her  splendid  and  valuable  work 
teaching  special  dances.  Our  girls  delight  in  this  work  and  respond 
well  to  Miss  Lyndall's  skillful  training.  Miss  Lyndall  is  devoted  to 
the  work  and  accepts  no  compensation. 

Mrs.  Lela  Buckman  has  splendid  results  in  her  piano  instruction, 
though  her  advanced  pupils  nearly  always  leave  the  Home  at  a  most 
unsatisfactory  period  of  her  work.  Her  musicales,  given  at  the  end 
of  each  term,  always  show  splendid  advancement. 

The  notable  event  of  the  year,  and  one  that  will  mark  one  of  the 
brightest  spots  in  their  entire  lives,  is  the  visit  of  the  older  children 
to  the  Exposition  at  San  Francisco,  as  the  guests  of  the  Lodges  of  the 
Bay  Cities.  Everything  was  provided  to  make  the  trip  both  instructive 
and  enjoyable.  Guides  were  furnished  and  a  systematic  arrangement 
of  the  trips  was  so  made  that  the  best  features  were  given  suitable 
attention.  Bro.  Leo  Bruck  devoted  much  attention  and  has  won  the 
everlasting  friendship  of  the  children.  His  thoughtfulness  in  all 
matters  of  arrangement,  his  ability  in  securing  concessions,  and  his 
generous  yet  economical  handling  of  funds,  marks  him  as  a  past 
master  in  thi.',  work.  Bro.  Mitchel  was  tireless  in  looking  after  the 
children,  and  i\Irs.  Herndon,  of  the  Board  of  Relief,  endeared  herself 
to  them  by  her  continuous  assistance.  Bro.  John  Whicher,  T.  J. 
Baker.  W.  A.  Sherman  and  Harry  Johnson  always  had  something  new 
for  them,  and  in  our  list  of  Donations  is  shown  the  many  kindnesses 
extended  by  the  generous  Masons  and  Eastern  Star  members  of  San 
Francisco. 

All  the  children  were  taken  to  the  Camp  at  Balboa,  where  the  usual 
courtesies  were  extended,  and  a  happy,  hearty  and  healthful  vacation 
was  enjoyed.  Of  sixty-six  children  in  camp,  only  seven  did  not  learn 
to  swim.  Side  trips  were  arranged  to  neighboring  beaches  and  all 
local  pleasures  indulged  in.  In  swimming  contests  with  a  similar  camp 
of  boys  of  a  military  school,  our  boys  won  nearly  all  the  events. 

Our  health  record  still  remains  practically  perfect.  No  serious 
illness  has  at  any  time  visited  the  Home.  Dr.  Dunsmoor.  the  good 
guardian  of  our  health,  is  as  faithful  as  ever  in  caring  for  all  our  little 
troubles  physically  and  particularly  in  arranging  suitable  diet  and  forms 
of  exercise. 

The  children  have  a  new  and  most  generous  and  faithful  friend 
in  Bro.  Paul  O.  Paulsen  of  Silver  Trowel  Lodge.  This  generous  Lodge, 
always  thoughtful  of  the  children,  excelled  itself  and  all  other  Lodges 
for  individual  gifts,  in  presenting  the  Home  with  a  splendid  moving 
picture  machine,  with  all  necessary  equipment,  screen,  roller  cases, 
wiring,  etc.  But  they  gave  us  more  when  they  gave  us  Bro.  Paulsen, 
who  goes  to  all  the  agencies,  selects  the  most  suitable  films,  and  comes 
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out  regularly  with  his  good  wife  and  son  and  operates  the  machine. 
Such  Masons  as  Bro.  Paulsen  are  real  Masons. 

Mrs.  Ola  Taylor  of  the  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Relief,  Bro.  Alex 
Culver  of  Southern  California  Lodge,  and  Bro.  Wm.  Schneider  of 
Silver  Trowel  Lodge  are  always  doing  some  thoughtful  kindnesses  for 
the  children,  too  numerous  to  mention  all. 

The  Lodges,  Stars  and  members  visiting  us  are  increasing  in 
number,  and  their  cordial  interest  in  our  family  is  much  appreciated. 
Those  deserving  special  mention  since  our  last  report  are  as  follows  : 

September  12 — Members  of  Shrine  Club  of  Long  Beach  and  their 
ladies  called  with  twelve  autos  and  took  the  children  to  Bro.  J.  D. 
Humiston's  ranch,  near  Azusa,  for  a  "Melonfest."   A  big,  fine  treat. 

September  20 — Golden  West  Commandery  Band  gave  a  concert 
under  the  trees  for  the  children.  An  unusual  and  much  appreciated 
entertainment. 

September  24 — Joe  Knowles,  "the  Nature  Man,"  visited  the  Home 
and  gave  a  splendid  talk  to  the  children. 

October  3 — Through  members  of  Silver  Trowel  Lodge,  performing 
dogs  from  one  of  the  theatres  were  brought  to  the  Home  and  performed 
for  the  children.  Also,  Bro.  Axel  Christensen  of  Chicago  gave  demon- 
stration of  exceptional  playing  on  the  piano. 

October  11 — Eastern  Star  Day.  Visit  by  Grand  Matron  Mrs. 
Minnie  Hiner  of  Los  Angeles.  Grand  Patron  Mr.  Fred  Kincaid  of 
Stockton,  Grand  Ruth  Mrs.  Delia  B.  Clute  of  Planford,  and  Grand 
Martha  Mrs.  Nellie  Graham  of  Alhambra.  Children  rendered  a  pro- 
gram for  them. 

October  25 — A  visit  by  representatives  of  the  Southern  California 
Past  Masters'  Association,  who  presented  the  Home  with  a  $100  set 
of  porch  furniture,  Bro.  Jacob  Fogle  of  Silver  Trowel  Lodge  making 
the  presentation. 

November  24 — Ladies  and  members  of  Gardena  Chapter,  O.  E.  S. 
The  children  gave  program.  Visitors  gave  them  sixty-three  quarts  of 
home-made  jams  and  jellies. 

December  12 — Southern  California  Past  Masters'  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting.  A  good  program  was  given  and  the  boys  took 
an  unexpected  part  in  the  degree  work.  One  hundred  and  fifty  members 
attended. 

December  20 — About  thirty  members  of  Jasmine  Chapter  No.  145, 
O.  E.  S.,  of  Azusa  visited  the  Home  and  left  seventy-five  boxes  of 
home-made  candy.  The  children  responded  with  Christmas  program. 
This  Chapter  makes  this  most  enjoyable  call  on  us  every  year. 

December  20 — About  twenty-five  members  of  Long  Beach  Chapter 
No.  173.  O.  E.  S.,  called  in  behalf  of  their  Chapter  and  gave  each  child 
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a  dollar  bill  for  its  bank  account  and  ten  dollars  cash  for  Christmas 
cheer.  Long  Beach  possesses  a  most  liberal  Masonic  spirit,  which  lasts 
the  whole  year  through,  as  well  as  Christmas  time.  With  the  represen- 
tatives of  this  most  generous  Chapter  was  Bro.  W.  H.  Bennett,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Long  Beach  Shrine  Club,  which  left,  through  him,  a 
thirty-pound  pail  of  choice  candy. 

December  29 — Members  of  Arlington  Lodge  visited  the  Home, 
witnessed  a  good  program  with  the  children,  had  a  losing  game  of 
baseball  with  the  boys,  and  two  of  their  members  were  captured  by 
some  of  our  smaller  girls,  who  now  have  nice  homes  with  them. 

December  29 — Miss  Norma  Gould  and  Miss  Dorothy  Lyndall  gave 
an  afternoon  in  classic  dancing  with  their  pupils  from  Los  Angeles. 

January  31 — Visit  of  Inglewood  Lodge  No.  420  and  Eastern  Star 
ladies,  sixty-five  in  number.  Suitable  program  rendered  and  visitors 
left  a  sack  of  fine  walnuts.    This  was  a  real  live  day. 

February  14 — "University  Day."  University  Lodge  No.  394  visited 
the  Home  and  gave  a  return  program  for  the  children  by  the  children 
of  sonic  of  their  members.  A  liberal  quantity  of  fruit  and  candy  was 
left  for  the  children. 

March  6 — Formal  presentation  of  the  motion  picture  machine  given 
by  Silver  Trowel  Lodge  No.  415  at  Christmas,  but  delay  of  installation 
was  caused  by  not  having  current.  Representatives  of  most  Los  Angeles 
Lodges  were  present. 

March  7 — Bro.  Thos.  J.  Baker  visits  the  Home  every  opportunity 
he  has,  but  the  children  know  that  he  always  visits  them  in  March,  and 
they  look  forward  to  his  coming.  The  boys  always  have  a  good  romp 
with  him,  the  girls  like  his  chocolates,  and  the  little  ones  climb  on  his 
lap,  pull  his  hair  and  have  a  general  good  time  with  him. 

March  1^1 — Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  E.  W.  Brooks  of  Pasa- 
dena, the  First  Regiment  Band  of  forty-six  pieces  gave  the  children  a 
most  delightful  concert  on  the  Home  grounds.  The  band  was  liberal 
in  their  numbers  and  played  many  selections  wanted  as  favorites  by  the 
children. 

March  31— Southland  Chapter,  O.  E.  3-,  of  Pasadena  took  the 
children  auto  riding,  picture  show  and  good  supper  in  Pasadena.  An 
annual  afifair. 

April  11 — Visit  of  several  members  of  Silver  Trowel  Lodge.  A 
good  program  rendered. 

April  29— Ladies  of  Highland  Park  Chapter  No.  263,  O.  E.  S., 
visited  the  Home.  The  children  entertained  the  guests,  then  disposed 
of  their  generous  supply  of  home-made  candies. 
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May  15 — Alhambra  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  gave  a  May  I^ay  party, 
entertaining  the  children  royally  with  games,  souvenirs  and  refresli- 
ments.    Our  children  also  participated  in  the  program. 

May  30 — Henry  Ascroft  and  P.  O.  Prince  visited  the  Home. 
Brother  Ascroft  is  a  favorite  with  the  children  and  they  always  look 
for  new  stories  and  good  jokes  from  him.  They  also  like  his  particular 
brand  of  confections. 

June  6 — The  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Relief  meets  once  a  year  at  the 
Home.  The  children  anticipate  this  visit  with  much  pleasure.  Many 
members  of  the  Board  are  known  to  them  personally. 

June  22  to  July  2 — The  visit  of  the  children  to  the  Exposition  at 
San  Francisco,  mentioned  in  another  part  of  the  report. 

July  5 — Pasadena  Commandery  devoted  a  day  of  sport  and  games 
with  the  children.  They  brought  their  ladies  along,  who  provided  a 
fine  lunch  on  the  lawn,  in  which  the  children  participated. 

July  9  to  August  25 — Trip  to  Camp  Collins  at  Balboa. 

August  5 — Bro.  Wni.  Schneider  visited  the  children  in  camp. 
Brought  with  him  a  fine,  thick  fillet  mignon  for  each  member  of  the 
camp,  barbecue  irons,  French  rolls,  chili  and  beans,  and  all  necessary 
appointments  for  a  barbecue.  He  then  donned  his  "chef"  uniform  and 
gave  the  children  a  fine  treat. 

August  22 — Dr.  J.  M.  Dunsmoor  and  family  called  at  camp.  The 
children  gave  them  boat  rides  and  made  them  feel  at  home.  He  then 
left  them  a  good  supply  of  candy,  which  almost  brought  him  back 
professionally. 

August  30 — The  Shrine  Club  of  Long  Beach  gave  the  children  their 
annual  "Melonfest"  at  the  ranch  of  Bro.  J.  D.  Humiston,  near  Azusa. 
The  melon  crop  was  reduced  in  liberal  proportions. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
Matrons  throughout  the  year  in  their  respective  departments. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  my  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  friendly  advice  and  substantial  support  which  at  all 
times  I  have  received  at  their  hands. 

Respectfully, 

Frank  B.  Hartman, 

Superintendent. 

DONATIONS  TO  DECOTO  HOME. 

Pacific  Lodge  No.  136,  stereopticon  outfit;  R.  A.  S.  Wade,  156 
volumes  miscellaneous  books ;  F.  M.  Bransford,  magazines ;  R.  G. 
Guyett,  clothing ;  California  Nursery  Company,  Christmas  tree ;  H.  W. 
Emerson,  clothing  and  magazines ;  S.  S.  Winter,  dog,  parrot  and  large 
wire  cage;  Wm.  Cluff  Company,  cigars  and  candy;  Jewel  Chapter  No. 
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238,  O.  E.  S..  large  framed  picture;  Reading  T.odge  No.  254,  21  volumes 
The  American  Encyclopedia;  Oak  Leaf  Chapter  No.  8,  O.  E.  S.,  ice 
cream  and  cake ;  Sequoia  Lodge  No.  349,  candy  and  cigars ;  Doric 
Lodge  No.  216,  croquet  set ;  W.  H.  Owens,  5  gramaphone  records ; 
Islam  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  large  framed  picture  ;  E.  W.  Lincoln, 
large  box  of  magazines;  Brooklyn  Lodge  No.  225,  cigars  and  ice  cream; 
Standard  Lodge  No.  440,  cigars  and  cake;  Orient  Chapter  No.  177, 
O.  E.  S.,  large  picture  easel ;  ]\Lasonic  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Francisco, 
$116.44  and  28  admission  tickets  to  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition; 
jMorris  Wolff,  large  package  of  playing  cards. 

DONATIONS  FOR  SAN  GABRIEL. 

Al  ]\Ialaikah  Temple  of  the  Shrine  has  been  particularly  thoughtful 
this  year.  The  children  celebrated  every  ceremonial  the  following  day 
with  an  elaborate  lunch.  We  are  always  remembered  with  the  excess 
supplies. 

The  Pacific  Electric  Railway  Company  furnished  a  special  car  to 
Balboa  and  sent  one  for  the  return  trip  without  charge,  besides  making 
special  rates  for  other  occasions. 

Lucerne  Chapter  No.  127,  O.  E.  S.,  of  Hanford,  sent  their  annual 
Christmas  box,  with  well  selected  presents  for  each  child. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Thomas  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  sent  a  Christmas  box,  with 
presents  for  each  child. 

F.  B.  Silverwood  gave  each  new  boy  a  dollar  for  his  bank  account 
and  75  half-pound  boxes  of  candy  for  all  in  the  Home. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Dunsmoor,  one  complete  set  of  "Book  of  Knowledge," 
Webster's  Dictionary,  many  magazines,  ties  for  the  boys  and  many 
other  favors. 

Mrs.  Behrens,  10  pounds  of  candy;  Mrs.  G.  J.  Smart,  box  of 
oranges ;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Stevens,  girl's  suit  and  magazines ;  Oscar  Mueller 
of  Southern  California  Lodge  No.  278,  complete  set  of  "Books  of 
Knowledge" ;  Mrs.  David  Landan,  four  books ;  Joseph  Thomdike,  9 
boxes  of  plums ;  Masons  of  Paso  Robles,  5  boxes  of  apples ;  Pasadena 
Scottish  Rite  bodies,  presents  of  value  of  $25 ;  Model  Grocery  Co.,  box 
of  apples  and  10  pounds  of  candy ;  Wm.  Schneider,  sack  of  walnuts ; 
Mrs.  Maggie  Dowling,  magazines  and  sack  of  oranges  ;  Oroville  Lodge 
No.  103,  box  of  oranges ;  Troy  Laundry,  box  of  apples ;  Alhambra 
Lodge  No.  322.  sporting  goods  to  value  of  $25  ;  University  Lodge  No. 
394,  toys  and  books  valued  at  $25;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Carpenter,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  Emma  Sheret,  sack  of  candy  for  each  child ;  Hauser 
Packing  Co.,  3  hams ;  Mrs.  David  Laudan,  New  York  City,  45  pieces 
of  sheet  music ;  Ladies'  Million  Club,  through  Mrs.  P.  H.  Sunde,  5 
dozen  Easter  eggs ;  August  H.  Tuechter  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  24  sheets 
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of  music;  Mrs.  L.  D.  Gray,  toys;  Herbert  D.  Lore,  hats  for  little  girls 
and  eight  felt  pillows ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Thalmann,  candy  for  chil- 
dren ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Webber,  book. 

Exposition  Trip — By  all  the  Bay  Cities  Lodges  ;  also  Judge  B.  F. 
Bledsoe,  $5.00;  J.  W.  Baker,  $5.00;  Geo.  P.  Prechtel,  $5.00;  Lew 
Sawyer,  $5.00;  Sergeant  Foley,  $10.00;  Anna  J.  Smith,  $10.00;  W.  A. 
Sherman,  ice  cream ;  L.  Goldberg,  theatre  seats  for  all ;  P.  B.  Jeflfries, 
automobiles ;  Harmony  Chapter  No.  124,  O.  E.  S.,  auto  drive ;  Islam 
Temple,  autos  for  ride  about  San  Francisco ;  Mission  Chapter  No.  155, 
O.  E.  S.,  lunch  at  beach ;  Past  Patrons  and  Matrons'  Association,  enter- 
tainment, presents  of  basketball  and  baseball  and  lunch  at  Exposition ; 
Crowley  Launch  Co.,  trip  to  battleship  Oregon ;  M.  J.  Hoff,  auto  from 
boat  to  Temple ;  John  B.  Glennie,  candy  for  all ;  L.  Muller,  sausages ; 
S.  Dentici,  fish ;  P.  Schlegel  &  Co.,  Swiss  cheese ;  Elizabeth  Haensel, 
candy ;  C.  D.  Fisher,  candy ;  Ben  Levi,  2  10-pound  boxes  of  very  fine 
chocolates. 

Camp  Collins — Bros.  J.  P.  Greeley  and  F.  W.  Beckwith  extended 
many  favors,  boat  rides,  fruits,  refreshments,  etc. 

Many  visitors  to  camp  remembered  the  children  in  many  ways ; 
fruits,  melons,  candies,  etc.,  were  always  plentiful. 

Bro.  Ralph  A.  Chase  contributed  much  to  the  life  of  the  camp. 
One  day  was  a  "Chase  Day,"  with  sports,  racing,  games,  etc.,  arranged 
by  him.    The  prizes  were  also  supplied  by  him. 

CASH  DONATTONS. 

San  Pasqual  Lodge  No.  452,  $10.00;  Unity  Lodge  No.  368,  $5.00; 
South  Pasadena  Lodge  No.  367,  $14.00;  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Slate,  Pasadena, 
$2.00;  Sunset  Lodge  No.  352,  $10.00;  Santa  Clara  Chapter  No.  299, 
O.  E.  S.,  $25.00;  Los  Angeles  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  $100.00;  Westgate 
Lodge  No.  335,  $10.00;  Sierra  Madre  Chapter  No.  408,  O.  E.  S.,  $10.00; 
Long  Beach  Chapter  No.  173,  $75.00;  Wilshire  Lodge  No.  445,  $25.50; 
Palestine  Lodge  No.  351,  $5.00;  Presidio  Lodge  No.  354,  $25.00;  L.  F. 
Banibauer,  $5.00;  Rising  Light  Lodge  No.  397,  $5.00;  Long  Beach  Lodge 
No.  327,  $5.00;  Ventura  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  $10.00;  Arlington  Lodge 
No.  418,  $45.00;  R.  A.  Maxwell,  Soldiers'  Home,  $1.00;  Andrew  G. 
Diebold,  $5.00;  Pasadena  Commandery  No.  31,  $18.75;  Amapola  Chapter 
No.  119,  O.  E.  S.,  $15.00;  Redondo  Chapter  No  101,  R.  A.  M.,  $10.00; 
W.  T.  Jane,  $1.00;  Albert  Dodge,  $5.00. 
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CHRISTMAS   CASH    DONATIONS,  1914. 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

Abcll   146  $  5.00 

Adin   250   5.00 

Alamo   122   5.00 

Alameda   167   5.00 

Alcatraz   244   10.00 

Alpha   431   5.00 

Alta  333   5.00 

Altnras   248   5.00 

Amity   370   15.00 

Amador    65   10.00 

Anaheim   207   10.00 

Apollo   396   5.00 

Areata   106   20.00 

Artesia   377   10.00 

Ashlar   306   5.00 

Bakersfield   224   25.00 

Balder   393   20.00 

Bay  View   401   10.00 

Bear  Mountain    76   5.00 

Benicia    5   10.00 

Berkeley   363   10.00 

Blackmer  442   5.00 

Brooklyn   225   10.00 

Buckeye   195   5.00 

Burlingame   400   10.00 

California    1   31.05 

Charity  362   7.50 

Charter  Oak   410   10.00 

Chico   Ill   10.00 

Clear  Lake   183   5.00 

Clay   101   10.00 

Clovis   417   5.00 

Coalinga   387   5.00 

Concord   117   10.00 

Confidence   203   5.00 

Colusa   240   5.00 

Corinthian    9   5.00 

Corona  324   20.00 

Crescent   45   5.00 

Crockett  139   25.00 

Dinuba   385   5.00 

Doric   216   25.00 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

Downey   220   5.00 

Dunsmuir   297   5.00 

Durant   268   10.00 

East  Belt  391   5.00 

East  Gate   270   10.00 

Eden  113   5.00 

Enterprise    79   5.00 

Eucalyptus   243   25.00 

Eureka    16   2.50 

Excelsior  166   25.00 

Evening  Star   186   5.00 

Evergreen   259   10.00 

Exeter   424   10.00 

Fidelity   120   25.00 

Fillmore  379   10.00 

Forest   66   5.00 

Francis  Drake   376   10.00 

Franklin   143   10.00 

Friendship  210   10.00 

Fruitvale   336   10.00 

Golden  Gate   30   10.00 

Gold  Hill    32   20.00 

Granite  222   20.00 

Hammonton   433   10.00 

Hanford  L.279   10.00 

Hawaiian    21   50.00 

Henry  Clay    95   5.00 

Hermann   127   15.00 

Hesperian   264   5.00 

Highland  Park   382   10.00 

Hills  Ferry   236   6.50 

Hiram    43   5.00 

Hollenbeck   319   10.00 

Hollywood   355   10.00 

Honolulu   409   20.00 

Howard    96   5.00 

Humboldt    79   20.00 

Tllinoistown   51   10.00 

Jewel  374   5.00 

Jefferson    97   5.00 

King  David's   209   5.00 

Keith   187   10.00 
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Lodge.  No.  Amt 

La  Fayette  126   5.00 

Lassen   149   5.00 

Las  Palmas  366   5.00 

Liberty  299   10.00 

Live  Oak    61   25.00 

Lodi   256   5.00 

Lompoc   262   10.00 

Long  Beach   327   5.00 

Los  Angeles    42   10.00 

Los  Gatos   292   10.00 

Madero   280   10.00 

Madison    23   5.00 

Magnolia   242   10.00 

Marin   191   15.00 

Martinez    41   5.00 

Marysville    7   10.00 

McKinley   347   5.00 

Mendocino   179   5.00 

Midway   426   25.00 

Mill  Valley  356   25.00 

Mission   169   25.00 

Mizpah   378   10.00 

Mokelumne  Hill   298   10.00 

Monrovia   308   10.00 

Morning  Star    68   10.00 

Mosaic   218   10.00 

Mount  Jackson   295   5.00 

Mount  Moriah    44   25.00 

Mountain  View   194   2.50 

Natoma    64   5.00 

Naval    87   5.00 

Needles   326   5.00 

Nevada    13   5.00 

Nicolaus   129   5.00 

Norwalk   315   2.50 

Oak  Grove   215   5.00 

Occidental   22   10.00 

Olive  Branch   269   10.00 

Ontario   301   5.00 

Oriental   144   25.00 

Orland   265   5.00 

Oxnard   341   25.00 

Pacific  Grove   331   5.00 

Pajaro   110   10.00 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

Palo  Alto   346   5.00 

Pains  Vcrdes   389   10.00 

Parnassus   388   10.00 

Pasadena   272   10.00 

Paso  Robles   286   10.00 

Penryn   252   5.00 

Phoenix   178   15.00 

Pinole   353   10.00 

Pittsburg   429   10.00 

Plumas    60   5.00 

Presidio   354   10.00 

Reading   254   10.00 

Redwood  City   168   20.00 

Richmond   375   lO.OO 

Rio  Vista   208   5.00 

Roseville   432   5.00 

Sacramento    40   10.00 

Saint  John's    37   5.00 

Salinas   204   2.50 

San  Benito   211   5.00 

San  Diego    35   10.00 

Sanger   316   10.00 

San  Bernardino   ...348   15.00 

San  Fernando   343   5.00 

San  Francisco   360   10.00 

San  Jacinto   338   5.00 

San  Mateo   226   5.00 

San  Miguel   285   10.00 

San  Pedro   332   10.00 

Santa  Ana   241   20.00 

Santa  Cruz    38   10.00 

Santa  Monica   307   5.00 

Santa  Rosa    57   20.00 

Selma   277   10.00 

San  Simeon   196   5.00 

Sequoia   349   10.00 

Sierra  Valley   184   5.00 

Silveyville   201   10.00 

Silver  Gate   296   10.00 

Sisson   310   5.00 

Snow  Mountain   271   5.00 

Southern  California....278   25.00 

South  Gate   320   5.00 

So.  San  Francisco  212   10.00 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


Lods^c.  No.  Amt. 

Speranza  Ttaliana   219   10.00 

Starr  King   344   10.00 

Suisun    55   2.50 

Tehachapi   313   10.00 

Tehama    3   20.00 

Texas    46   5.00 

Trinity    27   5.00 

Truckee   200   5.00 

Tuscan  261   5.00 

Union    58   25.00 

Upland   419   5.00 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

Vacavillc   134   5.00 

Vilruvius   145   10.00 

Washington    20   20.00 

Waucoba   413   2.50 

Western  Star    2   10.00 

Wilmington   198   5.00 

Woodbridge   131   5.00 

Woodland   156   5.00 

Yolo    81   1.50 

Islam  Temple,  A.  A. 

O.  N.  M.  S   100.00 


CHAPTER,  R.  A.  M, 


Chapter.  No.  Amt. 

Acacia    64   $5.00 

Alameda    70   5.00 

Antioch    65   10.00 

Antioch    65   2.50 

Azusa    80   5.00 

Berkeley    92   10.00 

California    5   25.00 

Coalinga   114   2.50 

Dixon    48   10.00 

Doric    66   5.00 

Fidelity    96   5.00 

Fresno    69   5.00 

Glass  Valley    18   5.00 

Howard    14   10.00 

Humboldt    52   5.00 

Kern  Valley    75   10.00 

Keystone    56   10.00 

La  Purissima  104   10.00 

Lassen    47   5.00 

Mendocino    88   5.00 

ModLSto    49   25.00 

Delta    27   5.00 


Chapter.  No.  Amt. 

Naval    35  $10.00 

Nevada    6   5.00 

Palo  Alto    93   5.00 

Pctaluma    22   5.00 

vSan  Francisco    1   10.00 

Sacramento    3   25.00 

Salinas    59   2.50 

San  Luis    62   5.00 

Santa  Cruz    38   5.00 

Shasta    7   10.00 

Siloam    37   10.00 

Signet    57   10.00 

Sonora    2   5.00 

Sutter    11   5.00 

Temple    41   10.00 

Tulare    71   10.00 

Trinity    19   5.00 

Unity   116   5.00 

Vacaville    81   5.00 

Washington    13   10.00 

Woodland    46   5.00 

Mill  Vallev   108   10.00 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CADIFOUNIA 


413 


commandery,  k.  t. 


Comniandery.         No.  Amt. 

Bakersfield    39  $10.00 

Berkeley    42   10.00 

California    1   25.00 

Eureka    35   10.00 

Glendale    53   5.00 

Golden  Gate    16   25.00 

Golden  West    43   25.00 

Hanford    46   10.00 

Lassen    13   5.00 

Mount  Olivet    20   5.00 

Napa    34   5.00 

Nevada    6   5.00 

Oakland    11   5.00 


Commandery.         No.  Amt. 

Pacific    3  $  5.00 

Palo  Alto    47   5.00 

Red  Blufif    17   10.00 

Saint  Bernard    23   10.00 

San  Jose    10  5.00 

San  Luis  Obispo          27   5.00 

Santa  Ana    36   10.00 

Santa  Cruz    44   5.00 

Vacaville    38   5.00 

Visalia    26   10.00 

Woodland    21   5.00 

Watson ville    22   10.00 


COUNCIL,  R.  &  S.  M. 

Council.  No.  Amt.  Council.  No.  Amt. 
California    2  $10.00     Los  Angeles    11  $10.00 


LODGE  OF   PERFECTION,   A.    &   A.    S.  R. 

Lodge.                  No.        Amt.  Lodge.                  No.  Amt. 

California    10  $25.00     Pacific    5  $  5.00 

Fresno    6   5.00     San  Francisco    1   25.00 

Isaac  Davis    4         10.00     San  Jose    13   10.00 

Oakland   2         25.00     Stockton    12   lO.OO 


CHAPTER,  0.  E.  S. 

Chapter.  No.        Amt.        Chapter.  No.  Amt. 

Golden  Rod   221  $10.00     Semper  Fidelis   135  $  5.00 

Naomi    36         25.00     Wheatland   213   10.00 


INDIVIDUALS. 

Thos.  J.  Baker    $10.00     Member,  Live  Oak  Lodge 

John  O.  Gantner   1.00        No.  61    $  5.00 

RESIDENTS  AT  DECOTO  HOME. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  residents  of  the  Dccoto 
Home,  the  dates  of  their  admission,  their  respective  ages,  the  names  and 
numbers  of  the  Lodges  nominating  them,  and  the  location  of  such 
Lodges : 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


NAME.  ADM 

Anderson,  C.  A  Feb. 

Andrews,  R  Oct. 

Branthaver,  D  Jan. 

Bradbury,  Wm.  W  Oct. 

Bradley,  John  H  Oct. 

Bartholemew,  J.  S  June 

Bullier,  Leon   July 

Beck,  John   Aug. 

Castellaw,  T.  A  May 

Chamblin.  M.  R  Sept. 

Chapman.  J.  M  Oct. 

Cogswell,  James  L  May 

Cramer,  George  F  May 

Dolt,  Alexander   May 

Dennis,  William   Feb. 

Dnrant,  Francis  A  May 

Fielder,  John  L  Jan. 

Frasicr,  John   June 

French,   John  A  June 

Fink,  Conrad   Aug. 

Gates,  Dawson  D  Feb. 

Griffiths,  B.  J  Aug. 

Hendrick,  Robt.  C  Aug. 

Hodge,  Edward  T  Feb. 

Hamilton.  John   Feb. 

Jensen,  Niels  P  July 

Jeffers,   S  Jan. 

Johns,  Josiah   Apr. 

Johnson,  David   Aug. 

Kerr,  Earl   Sept. 

Keene,  James   Sept. 

Knickerbocker,  Niles....June 

Knight,  Lewis  W  Apr. 

LaBonte,  Francis  X  Nov. 

Lippoldt,  H.  A  Jan. 

Lindsey,  Orville  A  Aug. 

Lippman,  George   Nov. 

Mayer,  Joseph   Jan. 

Ma.urc.  Davi.l  B..  \pr. 

Merlitens.   Richard   Nov. 

Mallory,  Charles  P  Aug. 

Maniece,  John   June 


MEN  80 

ITTED.  LODGE.  NO. 

9,  '09   Mt.  Moriah    44 

25,  '02    Stanislaus   206 

18,  '04    Durant   268 

29,  '14    St.  Helena    93 

12, '07   Keith   187 

15, '13    Mt.  Jackson   295 

2,  '12   Texas    46 

29,  '12    Summit   n2 

2, '10    Clear  Lake   183 

28, '10    Hartley   199 

6, '11    Concord   117 

19,  '15    California    1 

11,  '13    Liberty   299 

18,  '99    Rising  Star    83 

28,  '11    Sierra  Valley   184 

5,  '13    Fruitvale   336 

20,  '15    Howard    96 

12,  '00    Benicia    5 

8,  '07    Western  Star    2 

23, '12    Hermann  127 

8, '14    Eden   113 

30,  '13    Clay   101 

11, '10    Enterprise    70 

26,  '15    South  Gate   320 

6,  '15    Humboldt    79 

22,  '07    Golden  Gate    30 

5, '10    Eden   113 

15,  '12    East  Belt   391 

29,  '13    Santa  Monica   307 

11,  '09    Pacific   136 

4,  '10    Mendocino   179 

8, '15    Pentalpha   202 

2,  '14    Evergreen   259 

2, '14    Reading   254 

20,  '07  Northern  Light  ....190 

30,  '13    Rio  Vista   208 

2, '13    Pacific   136 

10, '10  Mokelumnc  Hill  ...298 

19,  '11    Doric   216 

12,  '13    Crockett   139 

31,  '14    Orange  Grove   293 

17,  '15    San  Diego    35 


LOCATION.  AGE. 

San  Francisco..67 

Modesto   93 

Berkeley  85 

St.  Helena   71 

Gilroy   85 

Guerneville  ....67 

San  Juan  86 

Knight's  Ferry.83 
Lower  Lake....77 

Lakeport  87 

Sacramento  ....65 
San  Francisco..86 
Santa  Clara  ....60 

Forest  Hill  70 

Sierraville   83 

Fruitvale   77 

Yreka   59 

Benicia   88 

Shasta  81 

San  Francisco.. 77 
San  Leandro....62 

Dutch  Flat  84 

Yuba  City  80 

Los  Angeles. ...71 

Eureka   67 

San  Francisco..63 
San  Leandro.— 77 

Tuolumne  62 

Santa  Monica..83 
San  Francisco.. 78 

Mendocino   78 

Los  Angeles  ....74 

Riverside   66 

Redding   68 

Millville   85 

Rio  Vista   77 

San  Francisco..71 
Mok'lum'e  Hill.86 
San  Francisco.. 74 
San  Francisco. .70 

Orange   71 

San  Diego  ...  79 
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NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Myers,  Oliver  H  Aug.  29,  '12 

Meyer,  Wm.  D  Aug.  31, '12 

Morgan,  Josiah  W  Aug.  11, '14 

McEwen,  John  H  Aug.  21, '13 

Ogden,  B.  F  Apr.  19, '05 

Ong,  Jackson  W  May  12, '15 

Osterdock,  Peter   Mar.  9,  '14 

Parini,  Daniel   Feb.  10,  '14 

Payne,  Edwin  H  Mar.  23, '14 

Potting,  Henry  F  May  2, '11 

Preston,  J.  N  May  22, '12 

Palmer,  George   Oct.  20, '12 

Potts,  Archibald  R  Feb.  21, '14 

Roberts,  S.  A  Feb.  26, '01 

Robertson,  Wm.  B  July  25, '14 

Redican,  B  Mar.  1, '05 

Rumbol,  R.  F  Jan.  30, '08 

Redmond,  Samuel   Aug.  21,  '10 

Ranch,  Alexander   Oct.  25, '10 

Reed,  B.  H  Apr.  12, '12 

Ross.  Elias  E  Nov.  12, '14 

Rowley,  Albanus  B  Oct.  19, '14 

Spencer,  T.  C  Aug.  25,  '12 

Smith,  Eli  M  Nov.  25, '00 

Schneider,  Edward  W..Sept.  13, '08 

Scull,  Charles   Sept.  11, '09 

Stanton,  Andrew  P  Aug.  16, '11 

Stafford,  Ralph  L  Feb.  17, '14 

Strom,  John   July  12, '14 

Tupper,  John  H  Feb.  14, '09 

Trampleasure,  T.  E  Aug.  30, '13 

Tack,  Nicolas   Oct.  29, '10 

Wade,  Reuben  A.  S  Mar.  27, '15 

Wooley,  E.  B  Dec.  29, '03 

Whipple,  Wm.  M  Mar.  6, '09 

Zaun,  Sabastian   Aug.  7,  '14 

Zimmcrmann,  W.  T  Feb.  2, '10 


LODGE.  NO. 

Starr  King   344 

Mountain  View  ....194 

Phoenix   178 

Pajaro   110 

Mission   169 

Hornitos    98 

Fraternity   399 

Nevada    13 

Whittier   323 

So.  San  Francisco. .212 

South  Gate   320 

Amity   370 

East  Gate   290 

Bear  Mountain    76 

Yount    12 

Los  Angeles    42 

Redwood  City  168 

Truckee   200 

Nevada    13 

Trinity    27 

Ophir    33 

San  Jose    10 

Chico   Ill 

Concord   117 

Oriental   144 

Excelsior   166 

Pacific   136 

Granite   222 

Mt.  Moriah    44 

Petaluma   180 

Occidental    22 

Crescent    45 

So.  California   278 

Alcatraz   244 

Brentwood   245 

Tnyo   221 

Abell   146 


LOCATION.  AGE. 

San  Francisco. .70 
Mountain  V'w..54 
S.  Bernardino. .83 
Watsonville  ....70 
San  Francisco. .76 

Hornitos   85 

San  Jose  87 

Nevada  City  ....77 

Whittier   77 

San  Francisco. .67 
Los  Angeles. ...83 
San  Francisco..68 
Los  Angeles. ...75 
Angels  Camp  ..87 

Napa   66 

Los  Angeles. ...91 
Redwood  City..85 

Truckee   71 

Nevada  City....84 
Weaverville  ....82 

Murphy's   68 

San  Jose   83 

Chico   67 

Sacramento  ....85 
San  Francisco. .71 
San  Francisco. .78 
San  Francisco. .78 

Rocklin   67 

San  Francisco..61 

Petaluma   75 

San  Francisco. .77 
Crescent  City  ..81 
Los  Angeles. ...67 

Oakland   86 

Brentwood   82 

Independence  ..88 
Ukiah  75 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


NAME. 

ADAIITTED. 

Ames,  ]\Iinnie  P  

Oct. 

21,  '13 

jjaxier,  im.  r  

Aor 

16,  '02 

Briggs,  ]\Iarv  J  

Aor 

24,  '07 

v^niiQ,  w5usan  r\  , 

Aug 

30,  '13 

Donaldson,  A.  R  

Mar 

10,  '14 

Dyer,  Sarah   

Tulv 

17,  '00 

LJluliap,    K.  tl,  

Sept. 

23,  '09 

jZ/iuei .  i\i .  J  

Tan 
— J  till. 

8,  '08 

rVlllOli,    r\.  IVi  

]\Iay 

1,  '04 

Fountain,  H.  E  

Sept 

7,  '06 

r  uiier,  i  

Feb 

9,  '08 

ncKis,  oessie  ivi  

Mav 

25,  '13 

Orant,  Permelia  E- 

Feb. 

2,  '11 

House.  Amanda   

Sept 

13,  '08 

Heith.  Catherine   

Oct 

16,  '10 

Tuli-in       "R  AT 

juii<m,  o.  ivi  

Jan 

7,  '00 

Johnson,  IVI  

...Mar. 

6,  '03 

Knight,  Anna  R  

Aor 

2,  '14 

ivicivmnon,  iVi.  i\  

Dec 

31,  '14 

Mallorv,  Anna  F  

Au2 

31,  '14 

Mueller,  Elizabeth   

Ausr. 

12,  '14 

ivioore,  jCrmny  i\  

Mav 

7,  '12 

A.ug. 

31, '12 

Vicli    AT  A 

June 

11,  '01 

r^ierce,  i\  

Feb 

5,  '14 

Peacock,  L  

Aor 

2,  '00 

rottmg,  i\  eiiie  ti,  

May 

2,  '11 

Prr>11      Anno    P  C 

r  roil,  i\nna  iv.  Kj  

Feb 

5,  '15 

Robinson,  I  

Dec 

19,  '03 

Keaican,  iVi.  i\  

Mar 

1,  '05 

Reaves,  Mary  McD 

June 

8,  '13 

Rossi,  Josephine   

Oct. 

20,  '14 

Seeley,  Nancv  C  

Sept. 

3, '10 

Smith,  Eliza  J  

June 

11, '13 

Smith,  Annie  T  

May 

12, '15 

Smith,  Elizabeth   

...Aug. 

28,  '13 

Sawyer,  Ella  B  

...Aug. 

30, '13 

Sly,  Ellen  S  

Nov. 

5, '13 

Smallev,  Emilv  A 

June 

22,  '14 

Thomas,  F.  W  

Jan. 

4,  '04 

Valliant,  S.  E  

Oct. 

13, '11 

MEN  45 


LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

Oak  Grove   

215 

Alameda   

.58 

Santa  Rosa   

j/ 

Santa  Rosa  ... 

.78 

Long  Beach   

.oZ/ 

Long  Beach  ... 

.79 

Oakland   

188 

Oakland   

68 

Vacaville   

lo4 

Varnville 

83 

Oriental   

144 

San  Francisco.. 77 

Keith   

lo/ 

Gilrov   

78 

Pacific   

13o 

San  Francisco. 

.83 

Occidental   

22 

San  Francisco. 

.74 

Evergreen   

River  si  fie 

83 

Michigan  City 

47 

Michigan  City.. 71 

Hesperian   

264 

Santa  Maria... 

.82 

Antioch   

.A/D 

Antioch   

75 

Georgetown   

Georgetown  .. 

..77 

Fresno   

247 

Fresno  

69 

Madison   

..  Zv5 

Grass  Valley.. 

..42 

Summit   

112 

Knight's  Ferry. 65 

livergreen   

Zoy 

Riverside 

67 

Morning  Star 

DO 

Stockton   

67 

Orange  Grove 

293 

Orange   

61 

Benicia   

r 

J 

Benicia   

.73 

Madison   

Grass  Valley.. 

..83 

Yosemite   

133 

Coulterville  .. 

..70 

Pnlmyra   

Zo 

Placerville 

77 

Pacific   

136 

San  Francisco 

.72 

Alameda   

1  A7 

Id/ 

Centerville 

88 

So.  San  Francisco 

..212 

San  Francisco 

..71 

King  Solomon's  .. 

..260 

San  Francisco. .58 

(^ureka   

1 A 
16 

Auburn  

85 

Los  Angeles   

42 

Los  Angeles.. 

..84 

Bear  Mountain  .. 

..  76 

Angels  Camp. .79 

Alhambra 

55 

Manzanita   

102 

N.  San  Juan.. 

..79 

Pinole   

353 

Pinole   

82 

California   

1 

San  Francisco.. 74 

Friendship   

210 

San  Jose  

72 

Natoma  

64 

Folsom   

65 

Silver  Gate  

296 

San  Diego  ...  . 

70 

Santa  Ana   

241 

Santa  Ana  

72 

Abell   

146 

Ukiah   

87 

Washington   

20 

Sacramento  ... 

.78 
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NAME. 


ADMITTED. 


LODGE. 


NO.  LOCATION. 


AGE. 


Wcntworth.   L  Feb.     6, '00    Hawaiian    21    Honolulu   70 

Wooley,  Jane   Dec.    29, '03    Alcatraz   244    Oakland   81 

Wells.  Mary   Oct.    27,  '12    Golden  Gate   30  San  Francisco..77 

Wright,  Sarah  G  Sept.  13, '14    Eden   113    San  Leandro....77 

DIED  DURING  THE  YEAR — 10 

NAME.                                                             DATE.  BURIED  AT 

Ashburn,  H.  A  ;May   29, '15  Decoto 

Chamberlain,  Joseph   Mar.     5,  '15  Decoto 

Farrington,  Elvin  D  Jan.    21, '15  Oakland 

Forbes,  Hector   May     9. '15  Decoto 

Hallock,  R.  F.  L  Oct.    28, '14  Decoto 

Rewcastle,  J.  G  Nov.  25,  '14  Decoto 

Stivers,  Henry  F  Mar.  27,  '15  Oakland 

Welch,  William  W  Apr.    29, '15  Decoto 

Warren,  Robert  B  Feb.     9,  '15  Los  Angeles 

Whitelaw,  John   June    4.  '15  Decoto 

VOLUNTARY  DEPARTURES 

Beattie,  J.  W.  C  Feb.     5,  '15 

Lewis,  George  L  Dec.     6,  '14 


RESIDENTS  AT  SAN  GABRIEL  HOME 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  children  of  the  San  Gabriel 
Home,  the  date  of  their  admission,  their  respective  ages,  the  names  and 
numbers  of  the  Lodges  nominating  them,  and  the  location  of  such 
Lodges : 

BOYS  38,  ADULTS  1. 


NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Andreae,  Frederick  ....Apr.  20,  1915 

Borland,  Robert  M  May  21,  1913 

Borland,  John  C  May  21,  1913 

Brown,  Edmund  E  June  15,  1915 

Brown.  Herbert  E  June  15.  1915 

Brown.  Newell  Jan.   25,  1910 

Buletti.  Antonio  Nov.  10,  1907 

Crego,  Wm.  Hunter....Sept.  15,  1912 
Cadwell,  Geo.  Henry..Oct.  20,  1913 
Evers,  Emroy  Vivian..May  27,  1914 

Fisher,  Harrison  Mar.    8.  1914 

Fisher.  John  Elmer....Mar.    8,  1914 


LODGE.  NO. 

Pasadena   272 

Richmond   375 

Richmond   375 

Pentalpha   202 

Pentalpha   202 

Wilmington   198 

Speranza-Ital  219 

Sunset   352 

Board  of  Relief  

Live  Ooak    61 

Presidio   354 

Presidio   354 


LOCATION.  AGE. 

Pasadena   11 

San  Francisco.. 11 
San  Francisco..lO 
Los  Angeles... .11 
Los  xA.ngeles....  9 
Wilmington  ....15 
San  Francisco. .15 
Los  Angeles....  8 
San  Francisco..  9 

Oakland   13 

San  Francisco..  6 
San  Francisco..  8 
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NAME. 

ADMITTED. 

Fisher,  Wm.  Douglas. .Apr. 

10, 

1913 

7, 

1906 

Gill,  Geo.  Harvev 

Dec. 

14, 

1912 

Howard,  Homer  E 

Feb. 

17, 

1913 

Howard,  Lester  W... 

.Oct. 

1, 

1912 

Hvner,  Lewis  

-June 

14, 

1912 

Lakey,  Dale  

Mar. 

1, 

1910 

Lakey..  ]\Iyron  

Mar. 

1, 

1910. 

Neiistadt,  Laurence... 

.June 

20. 

1914 

Pattison,  K.  S.  T 

Jnlv 

12, 

1911 

Pattison,  Francis  H.. 

..June 

7, 

1912 

Quentin,  Albert  

Dec. 

18, 

1909 

Ramsay,  Frederick 

.Apr. 

19. 

1910 

Rice,  Jas.  Peter  

July 

2, 

1915 

Riley,  Jahiel  T  

.Apr. 

11, 

1911 

Robert,  Albert  Lucas. 

-Aug. 

11, 

1913 

Raftcry,  Earl  Albert. 

.Apr. 

11, 

1913 

Schultz.  Chas.  L  

Tunc 

14, 

1910 

Shain,  David  H^alver..Oct. 

10, 

1914 

Siegel,  Chas.  Robert. 

-Aug. 

8. 

1915 

Tate,  Laurence  

■  Aug. 

16, 

1912 

Tilston,  Cecyl  C 

Sept. 

23, 

1913 

Wehre,  Victor   

-Aug. 

28. 

1913 

Westfall  John  B 

-Aug. 

18, 

1913 

Wingate,  Jas.  Baker... 

.Fc1). 

20. 

1911 

Wingate,  D.  McL 

Feb. 

20. 

1911 

Bettes,  Adoniram  L  - 

-Aug. 

17. 

1900 

LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco. 

.  9 

306 

Colton   

13 

Highland  Park 

382 

Los  Angeles... 

.10 

Oriental   

144 

San  Francisco. 

.  7 

Oriental   

144 

San  Francisco.. 14 

Volcano   

56 

Volcano   

11 

Gardena   

372 

Gardena   

13 

372 

Gardena   

14 

352 

Los  Angeles... 

.10 

Crockett   

139 

San  Francisco. 

.14 

Crockett   

139 

San  Francisco..lO 

Mission   

169 

San  Francisco. 

.10 

13 

Golden  Gate 

30 

San  Francisco. 

.  8 

Martinez   

41 

Martinez  

14 

Volcano   

56 

Volcano   

12 

Mizpah   

378 

Los  Angeles  ... 

.  9 

Needles   

326 

Needles  

13 

Santa  Paula  

291 

Santa  Paula... 

.  9 

Board  of  Relief 

Los  Angeles... 

.  9 

Table  Mountain.. 

..124 

Cherokee 

14 

Los  Banos   

312 

Los  Banos 

13 

Amity   

370 

San  Francisco. 

.  9 

Bakersfield   

224 

Bakersfield 

10 

Mission   

169 

San  Francisco.. 14 

Mission   

169 

San  Francisco. 

.10 

Pasadena   

272 

Pasadena 

72 

GIRLS  2' 
NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Borland,  Jessie  Gray..May  21,  1915 

Brown,  Margaret  Jan.   .30,  1910 

Buletti,  Margharita....Nov.  10,  1913 

Crego,  Dorothy  E  Sept.  15,  1912 

Fisher,  Ruth  Hazel  Mar.    8,  1914 

Fisher,  Alice  Eliz  Mar.    8,  1914 

Fisher,  Muriel  Mar.    8,  1914 

French,  Ismena  Dec.  30,  1903 

Hyner,  Edith  G  June  14,  1908 

Neustadt,  Henrietta.... June  20.  1914 

Pritchard,  Ruth  E  June  14,  1915 

Riley,  Effie  A.  M  Apr.  11,  1911 

Riley,  Rebecca  Apr.  11,  1911 


-,  ADULTS  1. 


LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

Richmond 

375 

San  Francisco..  7 

Wilmington 

198 

Wilmington  ....12 

Speranza-Ital. 

219 

San  Francisco.. 15 

Sunset   

352 

Los  Angeles... .10 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco.. 11 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco.. 13 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco..  5 

Ashlar   

306 

Colton   15 

Volcano   

56 

Volcano   14 

Sunset   

352 

Los  Angeles.— 12 

Phoenix   

178 

S.  Bernardino.. 12 

Martinez   

41 

Martinez  11 

Martinez   

41 

Martinez   8 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


419 


NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Ramsay,  May  Apr.  19,  1910 

Robert,  Emily  EHz  Aug.  27,  1910 

Raftery,  Bernice  May  11,  1913 

Siegel,  Nellie  Aug.  8,  1913 

Siegel,  Halcyon  Aug.  8,  1915 

Stevens,  Irene  Feb.  25,  1910 

Virgo,  Alice  Mary  Dec.  5,  1913 

Virgo,  Sadie  Vincent..Dec.  5,  1913 

Westfall,  Louise  E  Aug.  18.  1913 

Westfall,  Grayce  E  Aug.  18,  1913 

Trumbull,  Mary  


LODGE. 


NO.  LOCATION. 


Volcano    56 

Mizpah   378 

Board  of  Relief  

Board  of  Relief  

Agreement  Bd.  Trust. 

Mizpah   378 

Mizpah   378 

Bakersfield   224 

Bakersfield   224 


AGE. 

11 

Volcano   14 

Los  Angeles....  7 
Los  Angeles.. ..13 
Los  Angeles....  7 
13 

Los  Angeles.. ..10 
Los  Angeles....  7 

Bakersfield   5 

Bakersfield   7 

84 


DEPARTURES  DURING  THE  YEAR — 15. 


NAME.  DATE. 

Clairville,   Henry  Nov.  12,  1914 

Clairville,  Josephine  Jan.  6,  1915 

Curry,  Kenneth  C  June  18,  1915 

Donovan,  Ethel  July  5,  1915 

Evers,   Henry  May  1.  1915 

Fisher,  Marian  Sept.  14,  1914 

Howard,  Helena  E  Jan.  31,  1915 

Haensel,  Gertrude  E  July  6,  1914 

Robert,  Clovis  John  Sept.  26,  1914 

Tilston,  Arthur  N  Nov.  12,  1914 

Waisteel,  Robert  H  Dec.  21,  1914 

Waisteel,  Thomas  J  Dec.  21,  1914 

Warren,  Ulmer  E  Sept.  1,  1915 

Willis,  Millicent  Sept.  1,  1915 

Willis,  Mildred  Sept.  1,  1915 


REASON. 

At  work.   Lives  at  club. 
Living  with  family. 
Mother  married. 
Training  for  nurse. 
At  work.    Lives  at  club. 
Sent  to  private  school. 
Adopted  by  Mason. 
Living  with  family. 
With  relatives  at  Stockton. 
At  work.    Lives  at  club. 
Mother  married. 
Mother  married. 

Sent  to  advanced  school  by  prominent 
Mason. 

Twin    sisters.     Being    educated  by 
wealthy  Mason  and  wife. 


REPORT  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Brother  O.  L.  Sues,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master 
and  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.'.  IV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  suljmitted  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

We  have  read  the  address  of  the  M.".  W.'.  Grand  Master  with 
great  interest,  and  find  it  to  be  a  most  exemplary  and  carefully  written 
document,   teeming  with   Masonic   logic   and   covering   in   detail  the 
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txisting  coiulitions  in  this  grand  jnrisdiction.  There  are  nian>'  wise 
suggestions  made  therein,  whieh  eonmiends  tiie  address  to  the  eareful 
perusal  and  tliouglufu!  eonsideration.  not  alone  of  this  ('.rand  Lodge, 
but  of  every  ]\Iasor.  in  tlie  State  of  California. 

Your  committee  mvite  particular  attention  to  the  question  of 
reimbursement  for  mone>-s  expended  for  relief,  as  set  forth  on  pages 
22  and  23;  tlie  cpiestion  of  flie  "Masonic  War  Relief  Association" 
referred  to  on  pages  28  to  35,  and  the  question  of  the  "Masonic  Temple 
Association."  referred  t(~»  on  pages  35.  36,  37  and  38  of  the  address, 
upon  which  we  reconmien'l  action  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
as  suggested  by  the  M.".  W-'.  Clrand  ^Master. 

Your  conunittee  recommend  distrilnition  of  the  varicnis  matters 
touched  upon  in  the  address,  .'is  follows : 

To  the  Conmiittee  on  Jurisprudence  :  The  matter  of  fee  for  dis- 
pensation to  fdl  vacancy  caused  by  death  or  resignation  of  an  officer 
of  a  Lodge,  as  referred  to  on  page  8  of  the  address. 

Consolidation  of  Lodges  as  suggested  on  pages  43  and  44  of  the 
address. 

Recommendation  to  change  section  208a  of  our  Constitution  as 
relates  to  Masonic  trials,  referred  to  on  page  45  of  the  address. 

Proposed  constitutional  amendment  to  change  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  (irand  Lodge  to  Los  Angeles  Qxcry  third  year,  beginning" 
with  the  year  5916.  as  suggested  by  the  y\-'-  W-"-  Grand  Master  on 
pages  53  and  54  of  the  address. 

To  the  Committee  on  Corrt  spondencc  :  Recognition  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Italy  as  discussed  on  pages  27  and  28  of  the  address. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ritual:  The  use  of  twelve  fellowcrafts  in  the 
conferring  of  degrees  <".s  referred  to  on  page  41  of  the  address. 

REPORT  OJ-  THE  GRAND  SECRETARY. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  the  usual  careful  detail 
and  thorough.ness  which  has  been  the  predominating  characteristic  of 
the  incumbent. 

Special  attention  is  united  to  page  3  of  his  report  wherein  he 
refers  to  suspensions  and  suggesis  a  possible  remedy. 

Your  committee  recommend  distriliution  of  tlie  matters  contained 
\u  this  report,  as  follows  : 

To  the  Conunittee  on  Jurisprudence:  The  subjects  of  special 
flispensations. 

The  question  of  dimits  in  the  formation  of  new  Lodges  as  re- 
ferred to  on  page  3. 

To  tlie  Finance  Comnu'ttce  :  The  sui)ject  of  the  special  Emergency 
Relief  Fund. 

Tlic  subject  of  warrants  and  the  subject  of  accounts. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


421 


To  the  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  :  The  transcript  of 
trial  records. 

To  the  Committee  on  Charters  :  The  charters  of  the  various 
Lodges  imder  dispensation. 

To  the  Committee  on  By-Laws :  Proposed  amendments  to  1)\ - 
Laws  heretofore  approved  by  tlie  Grand  Master,  and  other  amend- 
ments to  By-Laws  of  various  subordinate  Lodges. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  L.  SuKss, 
Wm.  R.  Flint, 
E.  H.  McGowKN, 

Committee. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  QUEENSLAND. 

Past  Grand  Master  Edward  LL  Hart,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  presented  the  request  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  for  recognition,  and  reported 
as  follows,  which  report  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

To  the  M.'.  W •' ■  Grand  Lod'.^c  of  Calif o'-iiia : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  request  for  rec<^gnit;on  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancien.t,  Fr.  e  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Queens- 
land, Australia,  iK'gs  lea\  e  to  ^uljmit  the  following  report : 

Prior  to  1903,  Queensland,  Australia,  was  occupied,  Masonically 
speaking,  by  subordinate  Lodges  chartered  by  the  several  Grand  Lodges 
of  England.  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

March  23.  1903,  a  convention  properly  called  and  composed  of  sixty- 
two  delegates  from  thirty-six  Lodges  in  Queensland  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  August  of  that  year  a  Grand 
Lodge  was  fornied  by  thirty-nine  Lodges  of  the  Irish  and  Scottish 
constitutions.  There  were  no  representatives  from  the  English  Lodges 
in  Queensland,  for  the  reason  that  the  English  Lodges  were  expressly 
forbidden  by  the  Grand  Lodge  under  which  they  held  charters  to  even 
consider  or  discuss  ihe  question  of  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  of 
Queensland. 

Past  Grand  Master  Roi)biris  of  Illinois  (since  deceased)  one  of 
the  foremost  authorities  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  has  stated  as  a 
part  of  tlie  doctrine  governing  tlie  formation  of  Grand  Lodges  which 
has  prewiiled  in  the-  Uniied  States,  that  '"it  is  a  well  settled  doctrine 
tiiat  when  in  open  aut')nomou.s  territory,  a  sufficient  numl)er  of  Lodges 
exist  to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  the  right  of  such  Lodges  to  discuss 
within  themselves  and  to  determine  for  themselves  the  expediency  of 
such  action  and  to  confer  with  any  and  all  other  Lodges  similarly 
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situated  upon  all  questions  growing  out  of  such  proposed  organization, 
without  duress  from  any  other  quarter,  is  indefeasible,  and  we  hold  it 
to  be  equally  settled,  that  when  a  majority  of  Lodges  in  such  open 
autoni^mous  ferritory — not  less  than  three  Lodges  agreeing  thereto — 
unite  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  the  proceedings  attending  its  forma- 
t'on  liaving  been  regular  and  all  the  Lodges  interested  having  been 
invited  to  participate  therein,  sucli  drand  Lodge  becomes  at  once  the 
ultimate  source  of  Masonic  authority  ui  such  territory,  and  entitled 
to  supreme  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  coterminous  with  its  political 
boundaries." 

Your  committee  are  able  to  state  : 

First,  the  Lodges  forming  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  (race 
(heir  origin  to  regular  and  legitimate  ^mcient  craft  Masonry.  All  of 
them  were  chartered  either  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  or  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

Secondly,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland,  applying  to  us  for 
recognition,  was  regularly  formed  by  a  majority  of  the  Lodges  within 
the  territory  that  were  free  to  take  action  in  the  matter,  and  hence  a 
majority  of  all  of  the  qualified  Lodges  within  the  territory,  according 
to  authoritative  construction  of  the  law  upon  the  subject. 

Tliirdly.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  does  not  yield  allegiance 
or  obedience  in  any  sense  whatever  to  any  other  Masonic  power.  It 
is  absolutely  sovereign  and  supreme  within  its  territory. 

Fourthly,  this  Grand  Lodge  confines  its  authority,  and  the  exercise 
thereof,  to  the  three  degrees  of  Craft  Masonry. 

Fifthly,  this  Grand  Lodge  recognizes  and  supports  the  ancient 
hnuiiuarks. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1904,  with  39  subor- 
dinates, the  number  of  chartered  Lodges  has  increased  to  65  with  a 
present  membership  of  more  than  2600.  It  is  discharging  in  a  capable 
manner  its  Masonic  obligations  of  benevolence,  relief,  and  otherwise, 
and  has  received  formal  recognition  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  by 
48  Masonic  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  world.  33  of  this  number  being 
American  Grand  Lodges. 

This  Grand  Lodge  having  been,  in  our  opinion,  regularly  formed, 
and  complying  with  all  of  the  conditions  upon  which  recognition  is 
properly  based,  we.  therefore,  recommend  that  fraternal  recognition 
be  extended  by  (he  Grand  Lodge  of  California  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Queensland. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  H.  Hart, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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Brother  Hart  also  presented  his  g^eneral  review  of  the 
Proceedings  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  printed  copies  being 
in  the  hands  of  representatives  present,  the  reading  thereof 
was  omitted,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  bound  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Grand  Lodge. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

,  Brother  Hugh  J.  Owen,  for  the  Connnittee  on  Accounts, 
reported  as  follows : 

To  flic  il/.*.  Jl'.'.  Grand  Lod'^c  of  California: 

Since  the  last  Annual  Connviunication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  your 
Comniittcc  on  Accounts  has  regularly  met  on  the  last  Saturday  in  each 
and  every  month  and  carefully  examined  and  audited  all  bills  presented 
throughout  the  year,  none  having  been  paid  without  the  approval  of  said 
connnittee ;  the  connnittee  being  at  all  times  most  agreeably  assisted 
by  our  most  efficient  and  worthy  Grand  Secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  J.  Owen, 
Frkd  B.  Wood, 
E.  E.  Conn, 

Committee. 

ddie  report  was  adopted. 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  OX  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Grand  Master  then  announced  the  names  of  the 
Special  Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  reso- 
lutions of  Past  Grand  Master  Henderson  and  the  brethren 
of  San  Jose,  as  follows:  William  P.  Eilmer,  Edward  11. 
Hart,  Joseph  H.  Stephens,  William  H.  Waste,  Hugh  J. 
Owen. 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  LECTURER. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  presented  his  annual  report,  as 
follows : 

To  flic  M.'.  ir.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

We  again  meet  in  Annual  Comnumication.  after  another  bus} 
year,  to  give  an  account  of  our  labors,  meeting  as  we  do  on  this  the 
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twelfth  (lay  of  October,  the  day  made  historic  by  Columbus  in  his 
discovery  of  the  fairest  land  the  sun  e\er  shone  upon,  our  own  Amer- 
ica. \\\'  therefore  thank  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good  for  having  been 
pleased  in  I  lis  infinite  mercy  to  grant  us  another  year  of  peace  and 
Masonic  prosperity.  We  again  beseech  Him  that  this  may  continue 
and  we  sincerely  trust  that  vGod  will  be  merciful  to  the  many  brethren 
who  are  engaged  in  the  terrible  struggle  in  Europe,  and  that  peace 
may  soon  prevail. 

Tt  has  been  my  pleasure  to  have  visited  every  district  in  the 
jurisdiction  and  to  have  held  schools  of  instruction  (both  day  and 
night  sessions),  the  officers  and  brethren  all  showing  a  great  interest 
by  their  attendance  and  close  attention  to  getting  and  correcting  them- 
selves in  the  work. 

The  Lodges  generally  have  had  a  good,  healthy  growth  the  past 
year,  and  a  large  majority  of  them  are  financially  prosperous;  others 
not  quite  so  fortunate,  however,  on  account  of  paying  off  the  indebt- 
edness on  their  Temples. 

There  have  been  seven  new^  Lodges  granted  dispensations  this 
}ear,  all  doing  considerable  work  since  organization,  and  all  mani- 
festing a  keen  desire  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  ritual. 

There  appears  to  he  rather  too  much  attention  given  to  increase 
in  membership  in  some  of  the  Lodges.  T  believe  it  is  possible  for  a 
Lodge  to  have  too  many  candidates ;  that  is,  more  than  the  officers 
can  properly  confer  the  degrees  upon.  They  are  apt  to  lose  some 
of  tlie  imiM-essi\-encss  m  their  hurr\'  to  get  through.  We  want  quality 
and  not  ([uantity.  We  want  to  make  the  brother  who  receives  the 
degrees  feel  as  though  he  was  getting  something  worth  while — not 
mere  words,  but  something  tangible,  something  that  he  is  to  practice 
in  his  business,  in  his  home  life,  and  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow 
man — to  make  him  not  only  a  Master  Mason  but  a  Master  Man. 

The  tendency  among  some  Masters  seems  to  be  th.at  the_\'  may 
say  they  have  raised  as  man}-  or  more  than  their  predecessor.  We 
want  Masons,  not  mere  contrilmting  members  ;  those  who  will  practice 
out  of  the  Lodge  the  great  principles  that  are  inculcated  therein. 

I  ha\e  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  the  M-'-  W-'-  Grand 
Master  on  several  of  his  visits.  I^he  Lodges  and  l^rethren  regret  that 
the  Most  Worshipful  could  not  find  time  to  make  many  more  such  visits, 
for  they  were  greatly  appreciated  by  those  favored. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  V-*-  W-*-  Grand  Secretary  and  his  valuable 
assistant  fc.r  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year. 

I  ha\e  received  reports  from  all  the  Inspectors,  and  they  all  give 
good  accounts  of  the  Lodges  over  which  they  ])reside.  1  regret  that 
space  will  not  permit  the  printing  m  full  of  some  of  these  reports, 
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wliicli  in  dctaii  wiiuahlc  iiifovmalion  rcL^ardin,!^  ihc  Lodc^cs  .and  tlu" 

business  transacted  throuLdiont  tlie  _\eai". 

I  wish  to  thank  the  lns])cctors  and  Ijix'thren  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies and  assistance  rendered  during  the  year,  and  to  highly  commend 
them  for  the  splendid  work  they  arc  doing. 

Tf  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  1  would  suggest 
that  the  Inspectors  be  furnished  with  writing  material  witli  their  names 
rnid  the  district  which  they  represent  printed  thereon,  to  show  that  tlie\- 
are  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  believe  this  is  due  tliem  for  thtir 
work. 

Many  jurisdictions  furnish  this  to  their  Inspectors. 

The  Officers  of  Bethlehem  Lodge  V.  D.  will  confer  the  First 
Degree,  at  the  invitation  of  Richmond  Lodge  No.  375,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  October  13th. 

Lodges  of  instruction  ha.ve  been  held  at  the  following  places  and 
times  : 

1914. 


San  Francisco  October  17-18 

Santa  Clara   October  24 

Salinas   October  25 

King  City   October  26 

Paso  Robles   October  27 

San  Luis  Obispo  October  28 

Oakland   October  30 

Redwood  City   October  31 

Richmond   November  1 

Dixon   November 

Folsom  November 

Woodland   November' 

Yuba  City   November 

Biggs   November 

Oroville   November 


Chico   November  11 

Red  Bluff   November  12 

Corning   November  13 

Orland   November  14 

Willows   November  15 

Newman   November  18 

Los  Banos   November  19 


Kerman   November  20 

-Madera   November  21 

iM-esno   November  22 

Coalinga   No\cmber  23 

Hanford   November  24 

Suisun   November  27 

Oakland   November  29 

Auburn   December  3 

Roseville   December  4 

Davis   December  5 

Crockett   December  7 

Martinez   December  10 

Sebastopol   December  14 

Healdsburg   December  15 

Santa  Rosa   December  17 

Walnut  Creek   December  19 

Vallejo   December  20 

Manteca   December  21 

Stockton   December  22 

Lodi   December  23 

Sacramento   Dccem1)er  27 


426 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


San  Francisco   January  3 

Wheatland   January 

Lincoln   January 

Maxwell   January 

Colusa   January 

Williams   January 

San  Francisco   January 

fUirlingame   January 

San  Rafael   January 

Alameda   January 

San  Jose   January 

Modesto   February 

Turlock   February 

Merced   February 

Madera   February 

Clovis   February 

Sanger   February 

Selma   February 

Dinuba   February 

Tulare   February 

Coalinga   February 

Lenioore   February 

Porterville   February 

Delano   February 

Bakersfield   February 

Lancaster   February 

Pomona   February 

Calexico   February 

El  Centro   February 

Brawley   February 

Claremont   ...February 

San  Bernardino   February 

Needles   February 

Ferris   February 

Corona   February 

Fallbrook   February 

San  Diego   February 

Coronado   February 

Anaheim  February 

Santa  Ana   March 

Huntington  Park   March 

Downey   March 

Redondo   March 


1915. 

-11  Compton   March  5 

20  Whittier   March  6 

21  Los  Angeles   March  7 

22  Pasadena   March  8 

23  Sierra  Madre   March  9 

24  Long  Beach   March  10 

25  Burbank   March  11 

26  Ocean  Park   March  12 

27  Azusa   March  13 

28  Covina   March  14 

30  Los  Angeles   March  15 

1  Eagle  Rock   March  16 

2  Inglewood   March  17 

3  Suisun   March  28 

4  St.  Helena   April  3 

5  Pacific  Grove   April  5 

6  Salinas   April  6 

7  Los  Gatos   April  8 

8  Gilroy   April  9 

9  Campbell   April  10 

10  San  Francisco   April  11 

11  Pinole   April  13 

12  Berkeley   April  25 

13  Pittsburg  April  30 

14  Tuolumne   May  3 

15  Sonora  May  4 

16  Murphys   May  5 

17  San  Andreas   May  6 

18  Mokelumne  Hill   May  7 

19  Plymouth   May  8 

20  Jackson   May  9 

21  Tone   May  10 

22  Merced   May  11 

23  Centerville   May  15 

24  Concord   May  19 

25  Anderson   May  20 

26  Wcaverville   May  21 

27  Shasta   May  22 

28  Redding   May  23 

1  Sisson   May  24 

2  Fort  Jones   May  25 

3  Yreka   Alay  26 

4  Dutch  Flat   June  2 
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Truckee   June  3 

Siisanville   June  4 

Lassen   June  5 

Alturas   June  6 

Cedarville   June  7 

San  Luis  Obispo  June  13 

Guadalupe   June  14 

Lompoc   June  15 

Santa  Barbara   June  16 

Fillmore   June  17 

Ventura   June  18 

Oceanside   June  22 

La  Mesa   June  23 

Mendocino   July  10 

Willits   July  11 

Eureka   July  12-13 

Areata   July  14 

Fortuna   July  15 

Crescent  City   July  16-17-18 

Folsom   July  29 

Placerville   July  30 

Georgetown   July  31 

Georgetown   August  1 

Bodie   August  3 

Bishop   August  5 

Big  Pine   August  6 

Independence   August  7-8 


Colfax   August  14 

Nevada  City   August  15 

Camptonville   August  16 

Alleghany   August  17 

Downieville   August  18 

Sierraville   August  19 

Beckwith   August  26 

Quincy   August  27 

La  Porte   August  28-29 

Oroville   August  30 

Point  Arena  September  11-12 

Fort  Bragg   September  13 

Covelo   September  14 

Ukiah   September  15 

Middletown   September  17 

Lower  Lake   September  18 

Lakeport   September  19 

Mariposa   September  21 

Oakland   September  23 

So.  San  Francisco.. ..September  24 

Mountain  View  September  25 

Palo  Alto   September  26 

Santa  Cruz   October  2 

Watsonville   October  3 

Daly  City   October  5 

San  Francisco  October  10-11 


Again  thanking  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  brethren  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  me  as  then-  Grand  Lecturer,  I  submit  my  annual  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  J.  Baker, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  con- 
sisting of  Benjamin  Kraus,  Theodore  Z.  McMurray,  James 
Ramsay. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

Brothers  William  A.  Sherman  and  John  H.  liean  intro- 
duced the  following: 

Whereas.  In  cases  where  two  or  more  Lodges  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  it  is  found  to  the  best  interests  of  the  fraternity  to  prop- 


428 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


crly  relieve  the  distresses  of  sojoiirninc>-  ^Masons,  their  widows  and 
orphans  through  the  liuards  of  ReHef.  whieh  Boards  aet  as  the 
agents  and  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as  Lodges  sc 
working  together.  As  these  Boards  are  primarily  formed  for  the 
convenience  and  proper  handling  of  such  relief  work,  it  is  just  that  the 
Lodges  composing  them  should  i)ear  the  expenses  of  operation.  There- 
fore, the  following  amentlment  to  the  Constitution  is  recommended : 

Rcsohc'cd,  That  Section  83  of  the  Constitution  l)e  amended  to  read 
as  follows  : 

Sec.  83.  Such  Lodges  may  form  a  Board  of  Relief  for  the  purpose 
oi  i)roperly  relieving  the  distress  of  visiting  Ma,sons,  their  widows 
and  orphans,  under  a  compact  to  be  agreed  upon  among  themselves 
<';nd  appro\-ed  l^y  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master  before  becoming 
effective,  wherein  they  may  provide,  among  other  things,  for  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  work  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  proper.  Such 
Boards  shall  rei)ort  annuaH\-  to  tlie  G.rand  Lodge,  showing  their  work, 
receipts,  and  di^l)nrscnients  in  detail,  specifying  separately  what,  if 
any.  has  lieen  expended  for  the  relief  of  non-affiliated  Masons,  their 
widows  and  orplians,  therein  sojourning,  of  this  and  other  jurisdic- 
tions, and  how  much  thereof,  if  any,  has  been  repaid.  This  Grand 
Lodge  will  not  appropriate  any  of  its  funds  to  any  such  Board  not 
so  reporting  nor  unless  it  shall  liave  ])een  shown  that  its  actual  expenses 
have  been  borne  by  tlie  Lodges  constituting  it. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

1^he  Los  Angeles  ^Nfasonic  Board  of  Relief  presented 
the  following  proposed  amendment  to  section  163i  of  the 
Constitution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  ;  and  that  Committee,  deeming  that  an  exam- 
ination of  the  laws  of  other  jurisdictions  should  be  made 
before  action  be  taken  here,  recomntended  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming-  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  l)e 
reported  at  the  annual  communication  in  1916,  and  it  was 
so  ordered : 

Whereas,  The  Boards  of  Relief  are  frequently  called  upon  to 
give  aid  to  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason,  living  or  deceased,  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  such  calls  are  from  and  in  behalf  of  such 
daughters  who  have  passed  the  age  of  majority,  and  from  and  in  be- 
half of  daughters  who  have  been  or  are  married;  therefore,  be  it 
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h'rsolrrd,  Tliat  the  Icrni  "orphan"  is  conslnicd  to  include  hoth 
male  and  female  under  the  a.^e  of  Iweiity one  years,  and  thai  the 
claim  to  Masonic  aid  at  tlie  a.^c  of  tweniy one  \cars  shall  cease  as  a 
matter  of  right,  and  that  aid  vouchsafed  to  such  orph.ans  after  they 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  he  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  JNTasonic  hodics  dispensing  charity. 

Rcsolz'cd,  That  section  163i.  now  reading  "That  the  daughter  of  a 
Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  whether  of  tender  or  mature  years, 
is  entitled  to  relief,"  be  amended  to  read  : 

"1  hat  the  daugliter  of  a  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  is  entitled  to  relief  as  a  matter  of  right, 
Init  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Aiason  who  has  attained  the  age  of 
rwenty-one  years,  shall  not  as  a  matter  of  right  be  entitled  to  aid,  but 
may  receive  aid  at  the  discretion  of  the  dispensing  body." 

The  foregoing  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Masonic 
Board  of  Relief  of  Los  Angeles  City  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1915,-  and 
ordered  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  adoption. 

J.    M.  DUNSMOOR, 

Secretary  of  Masonic  Board  of  Relief, 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

Brother  L.  L.  Gunimow,  Master  of  Standard  Lodge  No. 
440,  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  section  96f  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
adding  the  following:  "Any  Lodge  to  which  application  has  been  made 
for  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  of  one  eligible  to  receive  the  degrees 
of  Masonry  may,  at  its  option,  as  a  condition  of  such  waiver,  demand 
c*ne-half  of  the  initiation  fee  of  the  Lodge  seeking  to  confer  the  degrees 
u.pon  such  applicant." 

This  was  referred  to  the  Conimittee  on  Jurisprudence, 
who  reported  thereon  as  follows : 

This  proposed  amendment  is  fully  covered  by  section  96f,  whicli 
provides  "that  a  Lodge  waiving  jurisdiction,  waives  the  right  to  the 
fees,  but  it  may  as  a  condition  to  waiving  jurisdiction  demand  the  whole 
fee  or  any  part  thereof."  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  proposed 
amendment  be  not  adopted. 

The  recommendation  of  the  C'omniittee  was  concurred 
in  and  the  resolution  was  lost. 
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Brother  John  H.  Bean  introduced  the  following  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Uniform  Code  of  By-Laws : 

Rcsoh'ed,  That  section  2,  article  V,  of  the  Uniform  Code  of  By- 
Laws,  relating  to  Treasurer,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"if  required  by  the  Lodge,"  so  that  the  section  shall  read  as  follows  : 
"Sec.  2.  He  shall  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  to  the  Master 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties." 

Ri'soli'cd,  That  section  2  of  article  VI  of  the  LTniform  Code  of 
By-Laws,  relating  to  Secretary,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"if  required  by  the  Lodge,"  so  that  the  section  shall  read  as  follows : 
"Sec.  2.  He  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  the 
Lodge  may  direct ;  and  he  shall  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  bond 
to  the  Master  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties." 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
who  reported  back  verbally  to  the  ef¥ect  that  the  proposed 
amendment  was  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
decide.  The  resolutions  were  laid  over  until  Wednesday 
morning,  when,  after  consideration,  they  were  voted  upon 
and  defeated. 

Brother  S.  H,  Kent,  Past  Master  of  Golden  Gate  Lodge 
No.  30,  introduced  the  following: 

Rcsoh'ed,  That  the  dues  of  any  brother  of  any  Masonic  Lodge 
in  the  State  of  California,  who  has  been  in  good  standing  for  forty- 
five  years,  may  be  remitted  for  the  balance  of  his  life,  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  Lodge  of 
which  he  may  be  a  meml^er. 

The  above  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, who  subsequently  brought  in  the  following  report 
thereon : 

The  proposed  resolution  is  in  violation  of  section  128  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  forbids  the  remission  of  dues  for  any  stated  period  in 
advance;  and  we  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  not  adopted. 

Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  the  recommendation,  and  the 
resolution  was  lost. 
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Also  by  Brother  Kent : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  adopt  a  form  and  style  of  Past 
Master's  jewel,  to  be  made  of  gold  and  without  any  setting  of  dia- 
monds, to  cost  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  dollars,  and  that  retiring 
Masters  be  presented  with  such  jewel,  the  funds  for  the  purcliase 
thereof  to  be  taken  from  the  Lodge  treasury. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  referred 
the  resolution,  reported  that 

Our  Grand  Lodge  has  been  opposed  to  the  use  of  Lodge  funds 
for  any  such  purpose  since  its  Communication  of  1853,  and  we  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  resolution  be  not  adopted. 

The  recommendation  was  indorsed  by  Grand  Lodge, 

Brother  Kent  also  presented  a  resolution  to  amend  sec- 
tion 128  of  the  Constitution  by  providing  that  a  retiring- 
Master  shall  be  presented  with  a  certificate  of  life  member- 
ship and  forbidding  a  collection  from  the  members  for  gifts 
or  presents  of  any  kind ;  and  also  providing  for  a  collection 
for  the  relief  of  a  member  in  distress  when  the  Lodge  is 
not  financially  able  to  relieve  him.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  reported  back  as  follows : 

Under  section  129  of  the  Constitution,  the  only  way  in  which  a 
certificate  of  life  membership  can  be  presented  to  the  retiring  Master 
is  by  purchasing  it.  Our  law  requires  that  the  life  membership  fund 
shall  be  forever  kept,  and  the  income  thereof  alone  used.  Section 
88a  forbids  the  use  of  the  funds  to  purchase  presents  for  retiring- 
officers  or  for  distinguished  brethren,  and  this  has  been  our  law  since 
1853.  We  are  not  inclined  to  recommend  any  legislation  to  prevent 
members  of  the  Lodge  from  voluntarily  subscribing  to  a  fund  to  be  used 
for  the  presentation  of  a  testimonial  to  the  retiring  Master,  as  we 
think  the  members  of  the  Lodge  can  well  control  such  a  matter. 

Our  present  law  makes  it  obligatory  on  our  Lodges  to  relieve 
their  members,  and  there  is  now  ample  power  to  make  any  collection 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  distress. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  sec- 
tion 128  be  not  adopted. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 
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There  was  presented  in  l^ehalf  of  brethren  living  at  l'\jrt 
AJcDowell.  Angel  Island,  the  following: 

The  brethren  on  Angel  Island  are  desirous  of  organizing  a  new. 
Lodge  of  Masons,  and  all  of  them  belonging  to  the  army,  they  desire 
to  be  enabled  to  draw  members  from  the  various  army  posts  around 
the  bay.  They  do  not  ask  for  exclusive  jurisdiction  for  posts  other 
than  Angel  Island,  but  tlie  right  to  work  in  conjunction  with  those 
of  San  iM-ancisco  and  Marin  counties.  There  are  approximately 
thirty  Master  Masons  residing  at  this  time  on  the  island. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  which  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Our  Constitution  now  permits  the  application  of  a  person  belong- 
ing to  the  army  or  navy  to  l)c  received  by  dispensation,  although  he 
may  not  have  the  qualification  of  residence  in  the  State  required  of 
others.  (Section  96,  Constitution.)  In  1912  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted 
section  92h,  which  provides  a  procedure  for  changing  the  jurisdiction 
of  Lodges,  and  your  Committee  feels  that  it  would  1j€  unwise  to  recom- 
mend any  change  in  our  law  at  this  time. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Brothers  D.  IL  Crane  and  L.  Muller  presented  the  fol- 
lowing, which  W'as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  : 

Whereas,  Brother  Harry  S.  Johnson,  our  Assistant  Grand  Secre- 
tary, has  lilled  that  office  well  and  faithfully  for  fifteen  years  or 
more  ;  and 

Whereas.  His  salary  has  remained  the  same  since  1906,  in  spite 
of  the  great  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  and  the  increase  in  the 
labors  of  his  position  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Grand  Secretary  be 
fixed  at  twenty-one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  10  o'clock 
Wednesday  morning. 
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Morning-  Session. 

Wednesday,  October  13,  1915. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  Connnittee 
on  By-Laws:  M.  J.  Newburg,  Harry  L.  Dewey,  Antonio 
Cogliandro,  O.  F.  Paulding,  J.  A.  Stone. 

Most  Worshipful  Frank  J.  Miller,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  in  Oregon,  was  introduced  and  received  with  the 
honors  due  to  his  station. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OX  RETURNS. 

Brother  Albert  A.  Rosenshine,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Returns  of  Lodges,  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  M.'.  IV-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Returns  begs  to  report  as  follows : 
The  reports  returned  to  the  V-'.  W-'-  Grand  Secretary  show  that 
the  year  just  passed  has  been  marked  by  a  steady  and  sii1)stantia! 
progress  both  in  the  total  membership  in  the  jurisdiction  and  also  in 
the  income  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  subordinate  Lodges.  There 
has  been  a  net  gain  of  2162  members,  and  a  net  increase  in  the  pay- 
ments to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  $L756.85. 

The  returns  also  show  a  decrease  of  128  in  the  numl)cr  who  liave 
dimitted ;  and  an  increase  of  13  in  the  numl)er  who  ha\  e  restored 
themselves  to  good  standing  over  the  figures  for  1914.  But  we  regret 
that  there  is  an  increase  of  210  in  the  number  of  brothers  suspended 
for  non-payment  of  dues.  Steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  reduce  this 
number,  for  based  on  the  returns  of  the  last  two  years,  only  about 
one-seventh  of  those  who  have  been  suspended  ever  are  restored  to 
membership  and  so  six-sevenths  of  the  num])er  suspended  represent  a 
net  loss  to  the  Order. 
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There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  character  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  returns  themselves,  as  well  in  the  promptness  with 
which  they  were  sent  to  the  Grand  Secretary  as  in  the  neatness  and 
accuracy  in  the  manner  of  their  preparation. 

There  is,  however,  one  Lodge,  Emmanuel  No.  318,  which  has  been 
most  remiss  in  this  matter.  Its  report  was  due  August  15,  1915,  and 
was  not  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  until  September  27,  1915, 
and  then  only  after  letters  had  been  written  by  the  V-'-  W-'.  Grand 
Secretary  to  the  Master  of  that  Lodge,  both  of  its  Wardens,  its  Secre- 
tary and  also  the  Inspector  of  the  Masonic  District  in  which  it  is  in- 
cluded. While  your  Committee  appreciates  the  fact  that  this  Lodge  is 
small  and  that  in  all  probability  all  its  burdens  are  carried  by  a  few, 
nevertheless,  the  delay  in  this  case  seems  inexcusable.  If  such  methods 
should  be  tolerated  and  become  more  common,  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  V-*-  W.  •  Grand  Secretary  to  prepare  his  reports 
and  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  amounts  for  dues  for  which  the  several  Lodges  of  this  juris- 
diction were  indebted,  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1915,  and  which 
have  all  been  paid,  are  as  follows  : 


Home 

Main- 

Home 

General 

tenance 

Building 

Allowed 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

Rep'tives. 

California   

  1  $ 

556.70  $ 

573.00  ^ 

^    286.50  $ 

1,416.20 

Western  Star   

9 

81.70 

83.00 

41.50 

206.20 

$  24.00 

Tehama   

3 

220.10 

219.00 

109.50 

548.60 

6.00 

Benicia   

5 

111.90 

111.00 

55.50 

278.40 

Tuolumne   

8 

127.90 

131.00 

65.50 

324.40 

13.20 

Corinthian   

9 

131.50 

125.00 

62.50 

319.00 

8.05 

San  Jose   

10 

431  40 

426.00 

213.TO 

1,070.40 

2.80 

^'ount   

12 

183.40 

166.00 

83.00 

432.40 

2.80 

Nevada   

13 

142.60 

154.00 

77.00 

373.60 

13.10 

Temple   

14 

89.00 

80.00 

40.00 

209.00 

Eureka   

16 

119.10 

109.00 

54.50 

282.60 

8.00 

La  Parfaite  Union 

17 

184.20 

178.00 

89.00 

451.20 

JNIountain  Shade 

18 

29.00 

30.00 

15.00 

74.00 

28.10 

San  Joaquin   

19 

342,30 

317.00 

158.50 

817.80 

5.20 

Washington   

20 

165.90 

161.00 

80.50 

407.40 

6.00 

Hawaiian   

21 

290.50 

314.00 

157.00 

761.50 

Occidental   

.  22 

542.20 

548.00 

274.00 

1,364.20 

Madison   

23 

123.90 

131.00 

65.50 

320.40 

12.10 

Mariposa   

24 

45.60 

44.00 

22.00 

111.60 

30.20 

Georgetown   

25 

48.90 

51.00 

25.50 

125.40 

Palnnra   

26 

171.50 

185.00 

92.50 

449.00 

10.40 

Trinitv   

27 

60.70 

63.00 

31.50 

155.20 

34.50 

GRAND  LODGE  OB"  CALIFORNIA 
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General 

Fund. 

Colclen  Gate   

30 

564.20 

Gold  Hill   

32 

53.00 

Ophir   

33 

49.80 

San  Diego   

35 

409.70 

St.  John's   

37 

125.30 

Santa  Cruz   

38 

224.40 

Yuba   

39 

90.00 

Sacramento   

40 

208.70 

Martinez   

41 

88.40 

Los  Angeles   

42 

535.00 

Hiram   

43 

25.30 

Mount  Moriah   

44 

383.60 

Crescent   

45 

74.40 

Texas   

46 

28.20 

Forbestown   

50 

27.90 

Illinoistown   

51 

69.00 

Suisun   

55 

98.80 

Volcano   

56 

25.20 

Santa  Rosa   

57 

255.80 

Union   

58 

253.95 

Gravel  Range   

59 

34.80 

Plumas   

60 

66.20 

Live  Oak  

61 

748.10 

George  Washington  . 

...  62 

38.70 

Natoma   

64 

94.40 

Amador   

65 

73.50 

Forest   

66 

58.50 

Morning  Star   

68 

269.80 

Enterprise   

70 

149.20 

Bear  Mountain  

76 

85.50 

Calaveras   

.  78 

68.70 

Humboldt   

79 

295.20 

lone   

80 

70.20 

Yolo   

81 

46.50 

Rising  Star   

83 

42.30 

Vesper   

84 

153.90 

Naval   

87 

478.60 

Rose's  Bar   -  

89 

46.80 

North  Star  

91 

48.90 

Acacia   

92 

18.90 

St.  Helena   

93 

92.40 

Henrv  Clav   

95 

58.80 

Home 

Main- 
tenance 
Fund. 

Home 
lUiildiiig 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Rep'tives. 

538.00 

269.00 

1,371.20 

50,00 

25.00 

128.00 

7.50 

52.00 

26.00 

127.80 

16.00 

423.00 

211.50 

1.044.20 

44.15 

117.00 

58.50 

300.80 

28.90 

226.00 

113.00 

563.40 

5.90 

90.00 

45.00 

225.00 

8.05 

193.00 

96.50 

498.20 

6.00 

86  00 

43.00 

217.40 

490.00 

245.00 

1,270.00 

35.70 

27.00 

13.50 

65.80 

9.80 

354.00 

177.00 

914.60 

76.00 

38.00 

188.40 

52.20 

28.00 

14.00 

70.20 

6.70 

31.00 

15.50 

74.40 

14.90 

70.00 

35.00 

174.00 

102.00 

51.00 

251.80 

28.00 

14.00 

67.20 

14.20 

252.00 

126.00 

633.80 

2.80 

245.00 

122.50 

621.45 

6.00 

32.00 

16.00 

82.80 

19.10 

68.00 

34.00 

168.20 

15.10 

719.00 

359.50 

1,826.60 

.20 

43.00 

21.50 

103.20 

76.00 

38.00 

208.40 

7.10 

75.00 

37.50 

186.00 

11.20 

45.00 

22.50 

126.00 

23.10 

252.00 

126.a) 

647.80 

5.20 

148.00 

74.00 

371.20 

8.20 

85.00 

42.50 

213.00 

14.00 

73.00 

36.50 

178.20 

11.00 

308.00 

154.00 

757.20 

24.00 

58.00 

29.00 

157.20 

8.00 

45.00 

22.50 

114.00 

6.10 

47.00 

23.50 

112.80 

13.60 

161.00 

80.50 

395.40 

16.00 

404.00 

202.00 

1 .084.60 

2.10 

52.00 

26.00 

124.80 

12.40 

51.00 

25.50 

125.40 

21.00 

10.50 

50.40 

12.40 

96.00 

48.00 

236.40 

4.00 

62.00 

31.00 

151.80 

11.20 
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General 

Fund. 

Howard   

96 

80.00 

Jefferson   

97 

44  60 

Hornitos   

98 

24.40 

Yosemite   

99 

126.70 

Clay   

101 

57.60 

Oroville   

103 

209.80 

Lexington   

104 

84  10 

Areata   

106 

116.50 

Pajaro    ... 

110 

135.70 

Chico   

111 

228.70 

Summit   

112 

25.20 

Eden   

113 

133.50 

Concord   

117 

130.00 

Clinton   

119 

46.20 

Fidelity   

120 

558.40 

Alamo   

122 

73.50 

Sotoyome  

123 

177.00 

Table  Mountain 

124 

57.00 

La  Favette   

126 

126.30 

Hermann   

127 

205.60 

Visalia   

128 

150.70 

Nicolaus   •-  

129 

67.00 

Woodbridge   

131 

86.00 

Sincerity   

132 

42.70 

Vacayille   

134 

125.80 

Valley   

135 

46.70 

Pacific   — -  

136 

705.10 

Crockett   

139 

464.80 

Curtis  

140 

55.60 

Grafton   

141 

32.90 

Franklin   

143 

70.50 

Oriental   

144 

359.70 

Vitruyius  

145 

57.30 

Abell   

146 

1.24.30 

Eel  Riyer   

147 

139.40 

Lassen   

149 

104.20 

Molino   

150 

73.30 

Woodland   

156 

190.50 

Keystone   

161 

27.40 

Harmony   

164 

10.80 

Excelsior  , 

166 

382.50 

Alameda  

167 

109.60 

Home 

Main- 

Home 

tenance 

lUiilding 

Allowed 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

Kep'tives. 

80.00 

40.00 

200.00 

28.90 

44.00 

22.00 

110.60 

21.90 

26.00 

13.00 

63.40 

123.00 

61.50 

311.20 

64.00 

32.00 

153.60 

10.70 

202.00 

101.00 

512.80 

9.90 

79.00 

39.50 

202.60 

35.70 

115.00 

57.50 

289.00 

24.70 

133.00 

66.50 

335.20 

6.20 

223.00 

111.50 

563.20 

11.20 

28.00 

14.00 

67.20 

9.40 

135.00 

67.50 

336.00 

.80 

120.00 

60.00 

310.00 

6.00 

48.00 

24.00 

118.20 

19.00 

546.00 

273.00 

1.377.40 

75.00 

37.50 

186.00 

3.30 

180.00 

90.00 

447.00 

4.50 

60.00 

30.00 

147.00 

10.40 

127.00 

63.50 

316.80 

3.00 

204.00 

102.00 

511.60 

153.00 

76.50 

380.20 

18.30 

70.00 

35.00 

172.00 

8.20 

90.00 

45.00 

221.00 

5.80 

43.00 

21.50 

107.20 

23.80 

132.00 

66.00 

323.80 

4.40 

43.00 

21.50 

111.20 

5.90 

669.00 

334.50 

1,708.60 

432.00 

216.00 

1.112.80 

54.00 

27.00 

136.60 

6.0) 

31.00 

15.50 

79.40 

6.40 

65.00 

32.50 

168.00 

6.20 

363.00 

181.50 

904.20 

57.00 

28.50 

142.80 

4.30 

127.00 

63.50 

314.80 

6.00 

126.00 

63.00 

328.40 

22.50 

98.00 

49.00 

251.20 

31.80 

67.00 

33.50 

173.80 

12.50 

185.00 

92.50 

468.00 

5.80 

26.00 

13.00 

66.40 

12.00 

6.00 

28.80 

33.10 

395.00 

197.50 

975.00 

104.00 

52.00 

265.60 

1 .60 
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( Icncral 

Fund. 

Redwood  City   

168 

146.80 

Mission   

169 

885.20 

Elk  Grove   

173 

65.20 

Drvtovvn   

174 

37.90 

Antioch   

175 

111.60 

Phoenix  

178 

309.10 

Mendocino   

179 

139.40 

Petaluma   

180 

226.30 

Russian  River   

181 

82.20 

Meridian  

182 

52.00 

Clear  Lake   

183 

39.00 

Sierra  Valley   

184 

32.70 

Claiborne   

185 

58.70 

Evening  Star   

186 

37.80 

Keith   

187 

139.30 

Oakland   

188 

554.20 

Northern  Light   

190 

84.70 

Marin   

191 

248.30 

Santa  Barbara   

192 

172.40 

Ferndale   

193 

90.70 

Mountain  View   

194 

106.40 

Buckeve   

195 

88.00 

San  Simeon   

196 

32.50 

Wilmington   

198 

68.10 

Hartley   

199 

109.30 

Truckee   

200 

109.40 

Silveyville   

201 

78.50 

Pentalpha   

202 

501.40 

Confidence   

203 

23.40 

Salinas   

204 

138.20 

Newville   

205 

40.10 

Stanislaus   

206 

118.60 

Anaheim   

207 

139.50 

Rio  Vista   

208 

66.70 

King  David's-  

209 

220.50 

Friendship   

^10 

265.20 

San  Benito   

211 

1U0.40 

South  San  Francisco.. 

...212 

214.30 

San  Buenaventura 

214 

125.00 

Oak  Grove   

215 

427.50 

Doric   

216 

474.40 

Alontcrev   

217 

100.70 

1  Ionic 
Main- 
Icnanoi' 
Fund. 

Home 
Uuildiu}.; 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Rep'tives. 

132.00 

66.00 

344.80 

1.80 

908.00 

454.00 

2,247.20 

68.00 

34.00 

167.20 

5.50 

31.00 

15.50 

84.40 

10.70 

104.00 

52.00 

267.60 

249.00 

124.50 

682.60 

35.70 

136.00 

68.00 

343.40 

15.50 

217.00 

108.50 

551.80 

2.00 

78.00 

39.00 

199.20 

3.90 

50.00 

25.00 

127.00 

30.00 

15.00 

84.00 

12.50 

33.00 

16.50 

82.20 

21.30 

53.00 

26.50 

138.20 

32.00 

16.00 

85.80 

127.00 

63.50 

329.80 

4.90 

558.00 

279.00 

1.391.20 

.20 

83.00 

41.50 

209.20 

21.50 

227.00 

113.50 

588.80 

.70 

156.00 

78.00 

406.40 

29.60 

93.00 

46.50 

230.20 

22.90 

96.00 

48.00 

250.40 

2.50 

90.00 

45.00 

223.00 

5.50 

35.00 

17.50 

85.00 

22.10 

59.00 

29.50 

156.60 

36.50 

107.00 

53.50 

269.80 

11.50 

1 16.00 

58.00 

283.40 

18.30 

75.00 

37.50 

191.00 

4.70 

506.00 

253.00 

1,260.40 

35.70 

26.00 

13.00 

62.40 

6.20 

148.00 

74.00 

360.20 

7.20 

39.00 

19.50 

98.60 

14.90 

104.00 

52.00 

274.60 

6.50 

115.00 

57.50 

312.00 

35.70 

63.00 

31.50 

161.20 

6.20 

205.00 

102.50 

528.00 

19.10 

258.00 

129.rj0 

e  52.20 

2.80 

96.00 

48.00 

244.40 

5.90 

i97,orj 

98.50 

509m 

130.00 

65.00 

320.tX) 

29.70 

435.00 

217.50 

1.080.00 

.20 

476.00 

238.00 

1.188.40 

103.m 

51.50 

255  20 

6.60 
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General 

Fund. 

Mosaic   

218 

106.10 

Speranza  Italiana 

219 

224.20 

Downev   

220 

103.30 

In3'^o   

221 

55.50 

Granite   

2?? 

64.10 

Bakersfield   

224 

318.60 

Brooklyn   

22S 

409.80 

San  Mateo   

226 

145.90 

Athens   

228 

79.30 

Sokmo   

229 

279.40 

North  Butte   

230 

101.00 

Covelo   

231 

37.80 

Janesville   

232 

45.90 

Calistooa   

233 

88.00 

Hope   

^34 

48.90 

Surprise  Vallev 

235 

54.20 

Hills  Ferrv   

236 

89.20 

Guadalupe   

237 

66.10 

Colusa   

240 

85.60 

Santa  Ana   

241 

317.60 

jMagnolia   

242 

91.80 

Eucalyptus   

243 

99.00 

Alcatraz   

244 

362.10 

Laurel   

245 

123.20 

Pomona   

246 

275.70 

Fresno   

247 

367.80 

Alturas   

248 

75.90 

Adin   

250 

44.50 

Bodie   

252 

28.80 

Landmark  

253 

50.20 

Reading   

254 

145.90 

Welcome   

255 

80.70 

Lodi   

256 

213.50 

Penrhvn   

258 

86.80 

Evergreen   

259 

300  50 

King  Solomon's 

260 

492.90 

Tuscan   

261 

53.30 

Lompoc   

262 

101.30 

Hesperian   

264 

190.10 

Orland   

265 

100.40 

North  East   

266 

40.60 

Gait  

267 

45.10 

Home 
Main- 
tenance 
Fund. 

H  m 
Building 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Rep'tives. 

99.00 

49.50 

254.60 

2.80 

198.00 

99.00 

521.20 

97.00 

48.50 

248.80 

35.70 

55.00 

27.50 

138.00 

50.40 

59.00 

29.50 

152.60 

7.10 

304.00 

152.00 

774.60 

23.40 

372.00 

186.00 

967.80 

.20 

141.00 

70.50 

357.40 

1.20 

77.00 

38.50 

194.80 

5.10 

256.00 

128.00 

663.40 

2.10 

90.00 

45.00 

236.00 

9.50 

42.00 

21.00 

100.80 

14.70 

51.00 

25.50 

122.40 

34.80 

80.00 

40.00 

208.00 

2.50 

51.00 

25.50 

125.40 

48.00 

24.00 

126.20 

45.90 

68.00 

34.00 

191.20 

7.00 

69.00 

34.50 

169.60 

21.60 

84.00 

42.00 

211.60 

9.40 

324.00 

162.00 

803.60 

35.70 

92.00 

46.00 

229.80 

29.60 

100.00 

50.00 

249.00 

1.10 

369.00 

184.50 

915.60 

.20 

118.00 

59.00 

300.20 

10.00 

283.00 

141.50 

700.20 

35.70 

342.00 

171.00 

880.80 

15.60 

71.00 

35.50 

182.40 

40.90 

45.00 

22.50 

112.00 

48.90 

32.00 

16.00 

76.80 

48.00 

24.00 

122.20 

6.40 

141.00 

70.50 

357.40 

18.50 

83.00 

41.50 

205.20 

17.70 

185.00 

92.50 

491.00 

5.50 

82.00 

41.00 

209.80 

7.40 

315.00 

157.50 

773.00 

35.70 

501.00 

250.50 

l,244.4d 

57.00 

28.50 

138.80 

8.40 

107.00 

53.50 

261.80 

24.30 

199.00 

99.50 

488.60 

21.70 

86.00 

43.00 

229.40 

14.00 

44.00 

22.00 

106.60 

50.90 

39.00 

19.50 

103.60 

5.50 
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Fund. 

Durant   

268 

412.10 

Olive  Branch   

269 

143.80 

Snow  Mountain   

271 

37.40 

Pasadena   

272 

419.40 

Anchor   

273 

73.50 

Arrovo  

274 

45.90 

Oakdale   

275 

87.10 

Sehna  

277 

129.20 

Southern  California 

278 

663.80 

Hanford   

279 

173.30 

Madera   

280 

111.10 

Mt.  Shasta   

281 

55.60 

Callavomi   

282 

34.80 

South  West   

283 

115.70 

San  Miguel   

285 

87.30 

Paso  Robles   

286 

52.70 

Winnedumah   

287 

101.30 

Maxwell   

288 

42.40 

Elsinore   

289 

87.20 

East  Gate   

290 

729.40 

Santa  Paula   

291 

140.30 

Los  Gatos   

292 

128.70 

Ora;nge  Grove   

293 

101.20 

T raver   

294 

66.40 

Mt.  Jackson   

295 

105.90 

Silver  Gate   

296 

443.50 

Dunsmuir   

297 

100.90 

Mokelumne  Hill 

298 

50.80 

Liberty   

299 

198.50 

Redlands  

300 

250.70 

Ontario   

301 

146.70 

Santa  Lucia   

302 

64.30 

Porterville   

303 

175.90 

Reedlev  

304 

64.00 

Azusa   

305 

72.10 

Ashlar   

306 

139.50 

Santa  Maria   ..... 

307 

135.80 

Monrovia   

308 

123.60 

Delano   

309 

1 13.30 

Sisson   

310 

84.10 

Los  Banos   

312 

62.50 

Tehachapi   

313 

156.90 

TTcir.e 
M  a  i  n  - 

T  r  ,1111/. 

iL'uance 

JJuilding 

Allowed 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

Rcp'tives. 

429.00 

214.50 

1.055.60 

.20 

142.00 

71.00 

356.80 

18.30 

36.00 

18.00 

91.40 

15.60 

416.00 

208.00 

1,043.40 

35.70 

75.00 

37.50 

186.00 

36.10 

51.00 

25.50 

122.40 

19.00 

69.00 

34.50 

190.60 

7.40 

118.00 

59.00 

306.20 

16.70 

682.00 

341.00 

1.686.80 

35.70 

.167.00 

83.50 

423.80 

17.70 

99.00 

49.50 

259.60 

14.10 

54.00 

27.00 

136.60 

17.80 

32.00 

16.00 

82.80 

9.50 

113.00 

56.50 

285.20 

44.15 

77.00 

38.50 

202.80 

16.10 

53.00 

26.50 

132.20 

16.70 

97.00 

48.50 

246.80 

54.10 

36.00 

18.00 

96.40 

8.90 

58.00 

29.00 

174.20 

38.10 

656.00 

328.00 

1.713.40 

35.70 

137.00 

68.50 

345.80 

31.70 

123.00 

61.50 

313.20 

3.30 

108.00 

54.00 

263.20 

35.70 

66.00 

33.00 

165.40 

17.00 

81.00 

40.50 

227.40 

3.50 

405.00 

202.50 

1,051.00 

44.15 

101.00 

50.50 

252.40 

22.80 

52.00 

26.00 

128.80 

11.00 

185.00 

92.50 

476.00 

2.80 

253.00 

126.50 

630.20 

36.40 

143.00 

71.50 

361.20 

35.70 

67.00 

33.50 

164.80 

171.00 

85.50 

432.40 

20.00 

60.00 

30.00 

154.00 

17.10 

79.00 

39.50 

190.60 

35.70 

125.00 

62.50 

327.00 

35.70 

142.00 

71.00 

348.80 

36.40 

124.00 

62.00 

309.60 

35.70 

87.00 

43.50 

243.80 

20.30 

79.00 

39.50 

202.60 

23.80 

55.00 

27.50 

145.00 

8.30 

131.00 

65.50 

353.40 

25.60 

440 
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Fund. 

314 

101.80 

Norwalk  

315 

63.30 

Sanger   

316 

93.50 

Fallbrook   

317 

45.00 

^''Emmanuel   

318 

55.50 

319 

809.30 

320 

750.10 

Alisal   

3^1 

65.60 

.\lhanil)ra   

322 

252.40 

Whitlicr  

323 

178.20 

Corona   

324 

383.10 

Consnelo   

325 

58.70 

Xcc(lk>   

326 

150.50 

Long"  Beach   

327 

342.20 

Redondo   

328 

134.80 

Vallee  de  France 

329 

100.90 

Kilauea   

330 

158.50 

Pacific  Grove   

331 

64.40 

332 

202.60 

Alta   

333 

30.80 

Covina   

334 

142.80 

West  Gate   

335 

441.50 

l*'niit\ak'   

336 

325.00 

Carquinez   

337 

111.60 

San  Jacinto   

338 

98.20 

Fiillerton   

339 

235.00 

Oxnard   

341 

167.70 

San  Fernando   

343 

89.90 

Starr  King   

344 

314.30 

Brentwood   

345 

107.60 

Palo  Alto   

346 

220.00 

McKinley   

347 

195.00 

San  Bernardino 

348 

269.90 

Sequoia   

349 

609.10 

Palestine   

351 

368.90 

Sunset   

352 

430.70 

Pinole   

353 

72.80 

Presidio   

354 

314.20 

Hollywood   

355 

369.90 

Mill"  Valley   

356 

206.90 

Bnena  Park   

357 

93.70 

Golden  State   

358 

526.50 

Home 

Home 

lenance 

lUiilding 

Allowed 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

Rep'tives. 

92.00 

46.00 

239.80 

35.70 

57.00 

28.50 

148.80 

35.70 

85.00 

42.50 

221.00 

16.50 

40.00 

20.00 

105.00 

41.70 

55.00 

27.50 

138.00 

9.70 

727.00 

363.50 

1,899.80 

35.70 

729.00 

364.50 

1,843.60 

35.70 

64.00 

32.00 

161.60 

2.50 

256.00 

128.00 

636.40 

35.70 

178.00 

89.00 

445.20 

35.90 

379.00 

189.50 

951.60 

35.70 

63.00 

31.50 

153.20 

41.90 

135.00 

67.50 

353.00 

48.50 

328.00 

164.00 

834.20 

36.50 

132.00 

66.00 

332.80 

36.70 

101.00 

50.50 

252.40 

35.70 

166.00 

83.00 

407.50 

66.00 

33.00 

163.40 

7.00 

184.00 

92.00 

478.60 

36.50 

32.00 

16.00 

78.80 

152.00 

76.00 

370.80 

35.70 

415.00 

207.50 

1,064.00 

35.70 

260.00 

130.00 

715.00 

.20 

94.00 

47.00 

252.60 

2.10 

98.00 

49.00 

245.20 

38.70 

190.00 

95.00 

520.00 

35.70 

173.00 

86.50 

427.20 

30.30 

81.00 

40.50 

211.40 

34.70 

287.00 

143.50 

744.80 

84.00 

42.00 

233.60 

200.00 

100.00 

520.00 

2.10 

170.00 

85.00 

450.00 

1.10 

261.00 

130.50 

661.40 

35.70 

499.00 

249.50 

1,357.60 

.20 

321.00 

160.50 

850.40 

35.70 

393.00 

196.50 

1,020.20 

35.70 

72.00 

36.00 

180.80 

1.60 

288.00 

144.00 

746.20 

311.00 

155.50 

836.40 

35.70 

181.00 

90.50 

478.40 

.50 

63.00 

31.50 

188.20 

35.70 

445.00 

222,50 

1,194.00 

35.70 
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Loyalton   359 

San  Francisco   360 

Fort  Bragg   361 

Charity  362 

Berkeley   363 

Olivet   364 

Willits   365 

Las  Palmas   366 

South  Pasadena   367 

Unity   368 

Ocean  Park   369 

Amity   370 

Oceanic   371 

(lardena   372 

Veteran   373 

Jewel   374 

Richmond   375 

Francis  Drake   376 

Artesia   377 

Mizpah   378 

Fillmore   379 

Huntington   Beach  380 

Oceanside   381 

Highland   Park  382 

Orosi   383 

El  Centro   384 

Dinuba   385 

Coalinga   387 

Parnassus   388 

Palos  Verdes   389 

Imperial   390 

East  Belt   391 

West  Lake   ."  392 

Balder   393 

University   394 

Turlock   395 

Apollo   396 

Rising  Light   397 

Fowler  398 

Fraternity   399 

l)urlingame   400 

Bay  View   401 


General 
Fund. 

Home 

tenance 
Fund. 

J  1  OUIC 

Building 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Rci)'tivcs. 

40.10 

39.00 

19.50 

98.60 

22.40 

255.80 

232.00 

116.00 

603.80 

73.60 

74.00 

37.00 

184.60 

•13.90 

72.50 

75.00 

37.50 

185.00 

3.10 

358.40 

336.00 

168.00 

862.40 

.20 

58.10 

59.00 

29.50 

146.60 

14.90 

101.40 

86.00 

43.00 

230.40 

8.00 

320.40 

296.00 

148.00 

764.40 

15.60 

194.90 

171.00 

85.50 

451.40 

35.70 

202.40 

196.00 

98.00 

496.40 

37.90 

201.20 

198.00 

99.00 

498.20 

36.40 

331.50 

315.00 

157.50 

804.00 

165.70 

143.00 

71.50 

380.20 

81.40 

76.00 

38.00 

195.40 

35.70 

193.10 

159.00 

79.50 

431.60 

36.40 

91.10 

89.00 

44.50 

224.60 

324.70 

293.00 

146.50 

764.20 

92.00 

70.00 

35.00 

197.00 

81.10 

79.00 

39.50 

199.60 

36.40 

423.90 

381.00 

190.50 

995.40 

35.70 

106.50 

85.00 

42.50 

234.00 

32.40 

76.90 

61.00 

30.50 

168.40 

37.20 

34.20 

38.00 

19.00 

91.20 

39.90 

310.70 

303.00 

151.50 

765.20 

35.70 

55.40 

56.00 

28.00 

139.40 

19.10 

146.20 

118.00 

59.00 

323.20 

53.20 

102.90 

91.00 

45.50 

239.40 

18.30 

154.60 

144.00 

72.00 

370.60 

21.40 

334.40 

266.00 

133.00 

733.40 

185.10 

139.00 

69.50 

393.60 

36.50 

62.80 

62.00 

31.00 

155.80 

52.90 

45.10 

39.00 

19.50 

103.60 

15.10 

636.30 

557.00 

278.50 

1.471.80 

35.70 

227.30 

187.00 

93.50 

507.80 

253.40 

196.00 

98.00 

547.40 

35.70 

63.20 

68.00 

34.00 

165.20 

9.40 

159.30 

137.00 

68.50 

364.80 

.20 

103.70 

93.00 

46.50 

243.20 

35.70 

21.90 

21.00 

10.50 

53.40 

16.20 

191.40 

166.00 

83.ai 

440.40 

2.80 

164.20 

148.00 

74.00 

386.20 

1.10 

246.20 

208.00 

104.00 

558.20 

.20 

442 


PKOCEKDINGS  OF  THE 


General 

Fund. 

Brawlcv   

402 

81.00 

Verba  Biiena 

403 

241.40 

Glentlora   

404 

47.00 

Moneta   

405 

307.70 

Burbank   

406 

85.80 

La  Mesa   

407 

69.20 

Sierra  Madre 

408 

64.60 

Honolulu   

409 

177.75 

Charter  J^ock 

410 

394.60 

Perris   

411 

45.50 

Calexico   

412 

97.90 

W aucoba   

413 

32.oa 

Arlington   

414 

152.90 

Silver  Trowel 

415 

157.30 

Lindsay   

416 

52.00 

Clovis   

417 

42.00 

Elysian   

418 

230.20 

Upland   

419 

63.80 

Kerman   

420 

46.00 

Inglewood   

421 

60.80 

Eagle  Rock   

42^ 

49.60 

York   

423 

66.20 

Exeter   

424 

52.90 

Holtville   

425 

70.60 

]\Iidwav   

426 

142.30 

Chino  Valley 

427 

41.00 

San  Dimas   

428 

77.00 

Pittsburg   

429 

41.30 

McCloud   

430 

50.10 

Alpha   

431 

210.60 

Roseville   

432 

93.00 

Ilanunonton   

433 

41.50 

Maricopa   

434 

46.70 

Fairmount   

435 

520.20 

Claremont   

436 

40.90 

Lancaster   

437 

37.20 

Cermania   

438 

84.30 

'Ivrian   

439 

34.60 

Standard   

440 

108.60 

Coronado   

441 

67.60 

Blackmer   

442 

100.70 

Schofiekl   

443 

90.50 

Home 

tenance 
Fund. 

Hume 
Building 
Fvnid. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Rcp'tives. 

70.00 

35.00 

186.00 

51.70 

186.00 

93.00 

520.40 

.20 

50.00 

25.00 

122.00 

35.70 

253.00 

126.50 

687.20 

35.70 

72.00 

36.00 

193.80 

35.00 

68.00 

34.00 

171.20 

45.90 

64.00 

32.00 

160.60 

36.40 

177.00 

88.50 

443.25 

324.00 

162.00 

880.60 

.20 

45.00 

22.50 

113.00 

38.90 

81.00 

40.50 

219.40 

54.00 

30.00 

15.00 

77.00 

52.90 

121.00 

60.50 

334.4() 

35.70 

137.00 

68.50 

362.80 

35.70 

50.00 

25.00 

127.00 

19.30 

40.00 

20.00 

102.00 

16.40 

188.00 

94.00 

512.20 

35.70 

62.00 

31.00 

156.80 

35.70 

40.00 

20.00 

106.00 

15.30 

62.00 

31.00 

153.80 

36.20 

44.00 

22.00 

115.60 

36.20 

48.00 

24.00 

138.20 

36.70 

51.00 

25.50 

■  129.40 

18.90 

53.00 

26.50 

150.10 

54.00 

97.00 

48.50 

287.80 

27.60 

40.00 

20.00 

101.00 

35.70 

60.00 

30.00 

167.00 

35.70 

37.00 

18.50 

96.80 

3.00 

39.00 

19.50 

108.60 

27.0;) 

154.00 

77.00 

441.60 

1.10 

80.00 

40.00 

213.00 

6.80 

35.00 

17.50 

94.00 

10.05 

43.00 

21.50 

111.20 

268.00 

134.00 

922.20 

41.00 

20.50 

102.40 

35.70 

28.00 

14.00 

79.20 

30.60 

57.00 

28.50 

169.80 

35.70 

24.00 

12.00 

70.60 

5.50 

84.00 

42.00 

234.60 

.20 

64.00 

32.00 

163.60 

44.15 

93.00 

■  46.50 

240.20 

44.15 

58.00 

29.00 

177.50 

GRAND 

I.ODGE 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

Home 

Main- 

Home 

(General 

tenance 

r>uildin;4 

Allowed 

Fund. 

Fund. 

l'"und. 

Total. 

Rep'tives. 

Larpinteria   

AAA 
 '+4'+ 

Of^  AC\ 
Z0.4U 

26.00 

13.00 

65.40 

z8.40 

Wilshire   

445 

176.80 

152.00 

76.00 

404.80 

35.70 

La  Piienta   

446 

35.70 

33.00 

16.50 

85.20 

35.70 

Torrance   

447 

33.30 

27.00 

13.50 

73.80 

35.70 

Mt.  Diablo   

448 

50.80 

32.00 

16.00 

98.80 

2.80 

Park   

449 

279.10 

109.00 

54.50 

442.60 

Van  Nuys   

450 

47.10 

29.00 

14.50 

90.60 

34.70 

Montebello   

451 

61.80 

32.00 

16.00 

109.80 

35.70 

San  Pasqual  .  . 

452 

78.60 

74.00 

37.00 

189.60 

35.70 

Eethlehcm   

U.  D. 

76.00 

50.00 

25.00 

151.00 

Crocker   

U.  D. 

58.20 

28.00 

14.00 

100.20 

Riverbank   

U.  D. 

27.60 

24.00 

12.00 

63.60 

6.80 

Golden  West 

U.  D. 

126.20 

38.00 

19.00 

183.20 

Kennett   

U.  D. 

49.20 

28.00 

14.00 

91.20 

19.70 

Ramona   

U.  D. 

48.70 

33.00 

16.50 

98.20 

35.70 

Henrv  S.  Orme 

U.  D. 

24.30 

17.00 

8.50 

49.80 

35.70 

Totals   $59,393.00  $55,341.00  $27,670.50  $142,404.50  $6,504.00 

The  report  was  adopted. 


On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henderson,  the  annual 
oration  was  made  special  order  for  Thursday  afternoon  at 
2  o'clock. 

Past  Grand  Master  Motley  H.  Flint  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 


THE  McGREW  CASE. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  re])ortcd  as  follows: 

To  the  M.'.  IV-' •  Grand  Lodge  of  Calif orma: 

The  reference  by  the  Grand  Master  to  the  case  of  (nfford  H.  0. 
AIcGrew  brings  before  a  communication  of  this  Cirand  L<'doe  for  the 
hrst  time  a  matter  that  has  residted  in  an  unforttmale  controversy 
with  Vhe  Grand  Lodge  of  Alassachnsetts,  and  ctihninating  in  the  adop- 
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tion  ])y  tlie  last-nanu'd  l)o>l\  -.A  llic  ri'])()i-t  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
llic  M.'.  \\'.'.  ('.rand  .Master  of  tlial  jnrisdiclion  to  investii^atc  and 
VL'i^ort  conccrnin.i;  llic  ^anie.  Printed  copies  of  tliis  report,  stating  the 
position  of  the  ('.rand  Lods^e  of  ]\] assacluisetts,  have  been  f(M-vvarde(b 
by  order  of  such  C.rand  Lodge,  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  assume, 
l\v  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  report  requires  it,  "to  every  (^.rand  Lodge. 
Supreme  Council,  and  other  Grand  Body  of  Masons  with  wliich  our 
Cjrand  Lodge  has  ol^cial  relations.'' 

We  have  made  such  investigation  as  warrants  us  in  reporting  as 
follows  : 

Gifford  H.  C.  ]\lcGrew.  at  one  time  Girand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  was  elected  to  membership  in  our  Durant 
Lodge  No.  268  in  Xcnember.  1907.  and  has  ever  since  l)een  a  member 
thereof.  It  was  not  until  the  \  ear  1912  that  notice  was  given  on  behalf 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  an\  officer  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
that  it  claimed  jurisdiction  over  him  as  an  exi)elk(l  Mason,  who  had 
ne\  er  l)een  rest(u-ed.  Recognizing  to  the  full  the  doctrine  that  no  juris- 
diction should  recei\-e  as  a  Mason  one  who  has  been  suspended  or 
expelled  in  anotht'r  jurisdiction  and  who  has  not  ])een  restored  by  that 
jurisdiction,  witliout  tiie  expressed  consent  of  the  latter,  investigation 
vv-as  at  once  instituted  by  our  then  Grand  Master. 

The  inquiry  made  dex'eloped  that  the  following  facts  were  ascer- 
tained by  our  Grand  ^Masters  ?ilonroe  and  Filmer  : 

The  ai)i)licant  liad  li\ed  for  man\  years  in  Berkeley,  where  Durant 
Lodge  is  located.  l)ore  an  excellent  reputation,  and  came  well  vouched 
for.  He  was  elected  to  affiliate  with  Durant  Lodge.  Me  informed  the 
officers  of  Durant  Lodge  that  he  had  l;een  expelled  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  ALasonry  by  the  G.rand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  had 
made  an  application  to  that  body  for  restoration  in  the  year  1904,  and 
had  received  in  reply  thereto  the  letter  relied  on  as  being  a  dimit  or 
consent. 

Being  in  some  doubt  as  to  \hc  sufficiency  of  the  same  as  a  dimit 
or  waiver  of  jurisdicticMi,  the  Master  of  Durant  Lodge  submitted  it  to 
a  member  of  the  then  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
(Brother  J.  W.  Anderson)  for  the  opinion  of  such  committee,  the 
Grand  Lodge  being  then  in  session.  Brother  Anelerson,  supposedly  at 
liast,  consulted  other  members  of  the  committee,  and  advised  the  Mas- 
ter that  the  paper  should  be  regarded  as  a  dimit  or  waiver  of  all  claims, 
and  that  the  lodge  was  authorized  to  act  upon  the  application.  Tn 
passing  it  is  proper  to  note  that  none  of  the  present  men?bers  of  this 
committee  was  then  a  member  thereof.  The  matter  was  not  reported 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  or,  so  far  as  we  can  find,  ever  called  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  then  Grand  Master.  Thererpon  the  application  was  received 
and  considered  by  Durant  Lodge,  with  the  result  already  noted.  There 
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is  nothing  whatever  to  indicate  that  the  officers  and  nienibers  of  Durant 
Lodge  did  not  act  in  good  faith,  honestly  helieving  that  tlie  lodge  was 
authorized  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  application  and  elect  the  appli- 
cant to  membership.  The  advice  given  by  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence to  the  officers  of  Durant  Lodge  was  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  inquiry  further.  This  is  easy 
to  understand,  in  view  of  the  high  standing  of  tlie  then  members  of 
this  committee,  one  of  whom,  by  his  work  on  Masonic  law  in  this  jur- 
isdiction, has  estaljlished.  beyond  question,  his  reputation  as  one  well 
versed  in  the  laws  and  regulations  of  Masonry. 

The  following  was  also  made  to  appear  to  our  Grand  Masters 
Monroe  and  Filmer  : 

In  the  year  1904  Brother  McGrew  had  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  a  petition  for  restoration  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry.  Attached  to  the  petition  was  a  letter  from  our 
Past  Grand  Master  Wells,  stating  among  other  things : 

"He  does  not  desire  to  ask  for  membership  within  your  jurisdic- 
tion, but  only  prays  to  be  placed  in  a  position  where  he  can  knock  at 
the  door  of  the  Masonic  lodge  in  the  home  town  where  he  has  resided 
for  the  past  ten  years."  That  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  for 
investigation,  the  committee  being  one  composed  of  the  survivors  of 
the  committee  that  had  originally  investigated  the  charges  against  him. 
The  committee  made  its  report  in  writing  to  such  Grand  Lodge  on 
December  14,  1904.  The  report  referred  to  the  letter  of  our  Brother 
Wells,  recited  that  the  applicant  desired  to  be  reinstated  only  that  lie 
might  have  Masonic  communication  with  the  brethren  of  California, 
and  concluded  as  follows  :  "And  in  consideration  that  by  being  restored 
and  reinstated  he  is  not  restored  to  membership  in  his  Masonic  Lodge, 
*  *  *  *  your  committee  report  and  recommend  that  Gifford  H.  G. 
McGrew,  expelled  by  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  12th  day  of  September. 
1894,  be  restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry." 

The  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  show 
tlie  following  action  on  said  report : 

"The  report  was  accepted.  L^pon  the  question  of  adoi)ting  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  there  was  a  full  discussion  and  by 
vote  of  40  to  21  it  was  decided  that  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  with- 
(/r(?7i'."  The  italics  are  ours.  The  recording  Grand  Secretary  of  Mas- 
sachusetts thereupon  wrote  to  Mr.  McGrew  the  following  letter: 

"Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.    Masonic  'J'emplc.     l.oston.  Jan 
uary   18,   1905.     To  G.  H.  ().   WcCww.    I'.crkeley.  California:     1  am 
directed  by  Ballis  Sanford,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  xMasons  in  Mass;i 
chusetts,  to  advise  you  that  a  petition  from  you  was  presented  at  the 
Quarterly  Comnnmication  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  Septem1)er  last. 
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praying  for  yoiir  restoration  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  who  reported  at  the 
Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  held  in  December  last. 
After  a  full  discussion  it  was  decided  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw.    (Attest)  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Recording  Grand  Secretary." 

This  is  the  paper  accepted  l)y  I^urant  Lodge  as  authorizing  it  to 
accept  the  application  for  affiliation. 

There  was  absolutely  nothing  developed  to  warrant  even  a  suspicion 
that  the  officers  and  meml)ers  of  Durant  Lodge  did  not  act  in  the  high- 
est good  faith,  honestly  l)elie\ing  that  the  Lodge  was  authorized  to 
receive  and  act  upon  the  application,  and  without  any  idea  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  had  not  in  fact  done  what  was  fairly 
evidenced  by  its  official  record  and  by  the  documents  emanating  from 
the  office  of  its  Grand  Secretary,  viz.  :  While  not  restoring  Mr.  McGrew 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  in  Massachusetts,  it  had 
w^aived  all  claim  of  Further  jurisdiction  over  him,  thus  leaving  him  free 
to  apply  for  affiliation  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  leaving  other  jurisdic- 
tions free  to  accept  him  as  a  member. 

We  inid  that  after  ha\  ing  ascertained  these  facts,  our  Grand  Master 
Monroe  wrote  a  long  and  courteous  letter  to  the  Grand  Master  of 
Massachusetts  in  wliich  lie  stated  fully  the  facts  we  have  detailed  and 
said  he  could  not  tind  aii.\  warrant  for  holding  that  our  Durant  Lodge 
had  acted  otherwise  than  in  good  faith  and,  in  view  of  the  facts,  upon 
sufficient  basis.  We  regret  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in 
making  its  statement  of  facts  to  the  Masonic  world  saw  ht  to  omit 
reference  to  this  letter  and  its  contents.  We  further  regret  that  Grand 
Master  Monroe  did  not  submit  a  report  as  to  his  action  in  this  matter 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  fully  appreciate  that  his  failure  to  do  so 
was  due  to  a  desire  on  his  ])art  to  prevent  the  appearance  in  the  records 
of  matter  showing  any  serious  differences  of  opinion  between  the 
Grand  "Lodge  of  Massachusetts  and  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  fully  believing 
that  in  view  of  the  information  contained  in  his  letter  the  matter  would 
not  be  further  pressed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

We  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  Grand  Master  Monroe  in  his 
leller  as  to  the  good  faith  of  our  Durant  Lodge,  and  we  do  not  see 
liow  llie  election  of  Brother  McGrew  to  membership  therein  can,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  1;e  held  to  be  void. 

To  our  minds  there  is  but  one  question  remaining  of  which  we 
should,  or  can,  take  cognizance,  namely,  wliethcr  Mr.  McGrew,  in  prc- 
st.iil iii,i4  his  application  to  Durant  Lodge',  was  guilty  of  an_\-  fraudulent 
iiiisi  LpiH  ^mtatioii  or  conc^'ahneiil  rt.  lati\  c  to  his  slatrs  as  a  Mason.  If 
he  was,  he  should  undoul)tedly  be  proceeded  against  in  Durant  Lodge 
on  charges  regularly  presented.  Upon  this  question  the  facts  before  us 
are  not  such  as  to  enable  us  to  make  an  intelligent  report.    We  do  not 
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mean  to  intimate  that  we  have  any  opinion  on  that  (|uestion,  and  simply 
wish  to  say  that  we  believe,  in  justice  to  all  concerned,  further  investi- 
gation should  be  made. 

We  recommend  that  the  action  of  our  Grand  Master  Monroe  in 
regard  to  this  matter  l)e,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  approved.  We  fnrtlu  r 
recommend  that  our  incoming  (irand  Master  hv  recpiested  to  inxesti- 
gate  the  question  of  the  good  faith  of  Brother  McGrew  in  the  matter 
of  the  presentation  of  his  application  for  afhlialion.  and  determine 
whether  or  not  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  make  it  proper  that 
charges  sliould  be  preferred  against  him  in  Dnrant  Lodge,  and  take 
such  action  thereon  as  he  may  deem  advisal)le. 

F.  M.  Angellotti. 

Chas.  L.  Patton. 

Dana  Reid  Wellkr, 

Connnittec. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 


AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following- : 

'J'o  the  M.'.  IV-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  Calif oniia: 

Your  Comnn'ttee  on  Jurisprudence  have  had  under  c(jn^ideration 
the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Secretary  which  was  referred  to  us.  that 
some  provision  of  law  should  be  enacted  to  obviate  the  confusion  that 
now  results  from  the  use  of  certificates  of  standing"  in  lieu  of  dimits  in 
the  matter  of  petitions  for  the  formation  of  new  hxlges.  the  idea  being 
that  members  using  such  certificates  fail  sul)sequently  to  formally  with- 
draw from  their  old  Lodges,  with  the  result  that  they  apparently  remain 
members  of  two  Lodges.  We  believe  this  suggestion  to  be  a  good  one. 
and  in  line  with  his  recommendation  on  the  subject  we  propose  the 
following  amendment  to  our  constitution  and  reconnnend  its  adoption  : 

Add  to  Section  161  of  the  Constitution  (Sec.  8,  Art.  1.  Part  V)  at 
the  end  thereof  the  following: 

"Upon  the  granting  by  the  Grand  Master  of  a  dispensation  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  Lodge,  the  membership  of  any  signer  of  the  peti- 
tion therefor  in  any  other  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  from  which  he 
has  not  already  withdrawn,  shall  it'Sa  faclt)  cea>t' ;  pro\  ided,  howex  er. 
that  he  shall  neverlheless  be  liable  for  and  shall  pay  to  such  Lodge 
such  unpaid  dues  as  may  have  accrued  between  the  date  of  his  certifi- 
cate of  standing  in  such  Lodge  and  the  date  of  the  granting  of  such 
dispensation.    A  certificate  of  standing  in  lieu  of  dimit  may  be  received 
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with  a  petition  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge  only  when  it  emanates 
from  some  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction.'' 

Frank  Marion  Angkllotti, 

Chas.  L.  Patton, 

Wm.  S.  Wells, 

Dana  Reid  Wellek. 

J.   D.  MURPHEY, 

Committee. 

71ie  report  was  adopted  and  section  161  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  amended  by  unanimous  vote. 

To  flic  M ■' ■  //'•'•  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  have  considered  tlie  C.rand  Mas- 
ter's recommendation  "that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to 
eliminate  the  necessity  of  the  payment  of  the  fee  now  prescribed  for 
a  dispensation  to  hold  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  either 
death  or  resignation."  Lender  our  law,  the  ALaster  has  power  to  lill 
any  vacancx'  in  office  except  that  of  Master  or  Wardens.  (Section 
138c).  We  have  decided  that  he  should  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treas- 
urer to  till  a  vacanc\'.  except  under  peculiar  circumstances.  ( Section 
138d).  And  also  that,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Master,  the  Wardens 
succeed,  and  a  dispensation  need  not  be  applied  for. 

As  we  do  not  recpiire  these  offices  to  be  filled,  it  cannot  be  fairly 
said  that  any  Lodge  is  ever  penalized  on  account  of  the  death  or  resig- 
nation of  any  officer,  and  therefore  the  committee  can  see  no  reason 
for  any  change  in  our  law. 

Grand  Lodge  did  not  concur  in  the  report,  but  did  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  subsequently 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following: 

The  Grand  Lodge  having  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Master  that  "the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  eliminate  the  neces- 
sity for  the  payment  of  the  fee  now  prescribed  for  a  dispensation  to 
hold  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  either  death  or  resigna- 
t"^on,''  your  committee  offers  the  following  resolution  and  recommends 
its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  subdivision  third  of  section  39  of  the  Constitution 
be  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

Provided,  howexer,  that  if  such  dispensation  to  hold  an  election  is 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  a  vacancy  caused  by  either  death  or  resigna- 
tion of  any  officer,  no  charge  shall  be  made  therefor. 
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The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  section  amended  by 
unanimous  vote. 

To  flic  M.'.  ]]'.'.  Grand  Lod[^c  of  California: 

Your  committee  find  the  reasonino-  of  the  (iraiul  Master  as  to  the 
change  in  the  section  providing  for  the  consolidation  of  Lodges  very 
persuasive,  and  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutif)n  and  recommend 
its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  section  91  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding 
at  the  end  thereof  the  following  :  "Or  by  the  Crand  Master  during  the; 
intervals  between  the  Communications  of  tlie  (irand  Lodge." 

The  recommendation  was  approved  and  the  section 
amended  by  unanimous  vote. 

y\}  flic  M.'.  IV-''  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  :  "208A.  No  judgment  of  a  trial  commission  shall  be 
set  aside,  or  new  trial  granted,  for  any  error  of  any  sort  as  to  pleading, 
procedure,  or  introduction  of  evidence,  unless,  after  an  examination  of 
the  entire  case,  including"  the  evidence,  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  of  the 
opinion  that  the  error  has  resulted  in  a  miscarriage  of  justice." 

While  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  ample  power 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  to  do  substantial  justice  in  any  case  coming  before 
it,  by  appeal  or  otherwise,  it  can  see  many  good  reasons  for  making  this 
fact  plain  by  direct  amendment,  and  therefore  recommends  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  be  adopted. 

Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  the  report  and  the  Consti- 
tution was  amended  by  adding  the  section  proposed  by 
unanimous  vote. 

Past  Grand'  Master  WilHam  S.  Wells,  President  of  the 
Masonic  Homes,  announced  that  a  special  train  would 
leave  for  the  Home  at  Decoto  at  1  o'clock  today,  and 
urged  the  representatives  generally  to  visit  and  inspect 
the  property. 

Thereupon  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  oh"  until  10 
o'clock  Thursday  morning. 
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3ln  ($vmh  ICoigp 

Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  ()cto1)er  14,  1915. 

I'he  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
A  [aster  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  session  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Brother  Jimniie  N.  Hall,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Credentials,  reported  the  following  officers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  353  chartered  Lodges,  delegates  from  seven 
Lodges  under  dispensation,  and  Past  Masters  by  service 
within  this  jurisdiction,  as  being  present,  viz.: 

California   No.      1.. ..Harry  L.   Dewey,  Master; 

Jesse  M.  Whited,  Senior  Warden ; 

Harris  D.  Connick,  Junior  Warden  ; 

H.  Ascroft,  Past  Master; 

H.  A.  Cline,  Past  Master; 

P.  M.  Downing,  Past  Master; 

D.  E.  F.  Easton,  Past  Master; 
W.  H.  Harrelson,  Past  Master ; 
W.  C.  Hassler,  Past  Master; 

F.  V.  Keesling,  Past  Master; 
H.  A.  Marvin,  Past  Master; 
H.  M.  Owens,  Past  Master; 
C.  L.  Patton,  Past  Master; 

E.  Peabody,  Past  Master; 

R.  H.  Willcox,  Past  Master. 

Western  Star   No.     2....Richard  B.  Ross,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Master. 

Tehama   No.     3....Donald  McClain,  Master ; 

Albert  Greilich,  Senior  Warden  ; 
R.  J.  Carpenter,  Past  Master; 
J.  McTndore,  Past  Master; 
T.  J.  Milliken,  Past  Master; 

F.  L.  Thirkield,  Past  Masicr. 

Benicia   No.     5. ...J.  DeForest,  Past  Master. 
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Tuoliinine   No. 

Corinthian   No. 

San  Jose   No. 


Yount   No. 

Nevada   No. 

Temple   No. 

Eureka   No. 


12 


13. 


La  Parfaite  Union. .No.  17. 


Mountain  Shade.. ..No.  18. 

San  Joaquin   No.  19. 

Washington   No.  20. 

Hawaiian   No.  21. 

Occidental   No.  22. 


...Thomas  L.  Richards,  Master; 
Cx.  T.  Black,  Past  Master; 

E.  J.  Segerstrom,  Past  Master ; 
C.  E.  Shafer,  Past  Master. 

...Arthur  W.  Gluckman,  Master ; 

L.  B.  Wilcoxon.  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 
...Frederick  Doerr,  Master ; 

Allan  O.  Matthew,  Senior  Warden  ; 

Albert  E.  Sandbo,  Junior  Warden ; 

J.  P.  Jarman,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 

R.  Lowe,  Past  Master; 

J.  H.  McGehee,  Past  Master; 

L.  V.  Saph,  Past  Master; 

C.  H.  Wheeler,  Past  Master. 
...James  Gillies,  Master ; 

J.  B.  Stevens,  Past  Master  ; 

F.  W.  Williams,  Past  Master. 
...James  Snell,  Master ; 

F.  L.  Arbogast,  Past  Master ; 

J.  F.  Colley,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 
...E.  S.  Michelssen,  Past  Master. 
...Lincoln  Buchanan,  Master ; 

Guy  W.  Brundage,  Junior  Warden  ; 

H.  Disque,  Past  Master ; 

M.  D.  Lininger,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 
...Henry  Mottet,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

Alfred  Gehret.  Senior  Warden ; 

A.  L.  Auradou.  Past  Master ; 

A.  K.  Coney,  Past  Master; 

M.  E.  Diebold,  Past  Master; 

A.  Huguenin,  Past  Master. 
..E.  L.  Case,  Inspector,  Master  &  Past  Master. 
..Charles  B.  Pear.son,  Master. 
..Frank  J.  Bock,  Master. 
..Thos.  J.  Baker,  Representative. 
..Charles  P.  Fonda,  Master ; 

Martin  A.  Schmidlin,  Senior  Warden ; 

George  E.  Kammerer,  Junior  Warden ; 

H.  Burner,  Past  Master ; 

S.  H.  Clawson,  Past  Master; 

W.  K.  Fletcher,  Past  Ma.ster ; 

F.  W.  G.  Moebus,  Past  Master; 

H.  F.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 
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Madison   No. 

Mariposa   No. 

Georgetown   No. 

Palmyra   No. 

Trinity   No. 

Ciolden  Gate   No. 


Gold  Hill   No. 

Ophir   No. 

San  Diego   No. 

St.  John's   No. 

Santa  Cruz   No. 

Yuba   No. 

Sacramento   No. 


23....\Villiam  J.  Peters,  Master; 
W.  Edwards,  Past  Master; 
G.  L.  Jones,  Past  Master. 

24....F.  H.  B.  Catherwood,  Master  &  P.  Master. 
L.  A.  C.  H.  Kylberg,  Inspector  &  P.  Master ; 
E.  P.  Wason,  Past  Master. 

25....A.  M.  Presby,  Past  Master. 

26....William  F.  Bray,  Master; 

h.  A.  Reeg,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

27....Chas.  E.  Goodyear,  Master  &  Past  JMaster. 

30.. ..Lester  A.  Blair,  Master; 

William  P.  Catibu,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Robert  W.  Dewar,  Junior  Warden ; 
W.  A.  T.  Agard,  Past  Master; 
P.  R.  Bjick,  Past  Master; 
A.  F.  Heuer,  Past  Master; 
E.  L.  Meyer,  Past  Master; 
J.  Patterson,  Past  Master. 

32....Hans  P.  Jansen,  Master  &  Past  Master; 
J.  Gerber,  Past  Master ; 
G.  F.  Pemberton,  Past  Master. 

33. ...John  T.  Morley,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

D.  B.  Driver,  Past  Master. 

35. ...David  A.  Loebenstein.  Master ; 

E.  C.  Bangs,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
W.  Kettner,  Past  Master; 

E.  B.  Levi,  Past  Master. 

37....George  A.  DeWitt,  Master; 
A.  C.  Abshire,  Past  Master; 
J.  J.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 

38. ...Henry  Rhein,  Senior  Warden. 

39....Charles  E.  Turner,  Master  &  Past  ^Master ; 
J.  B.  Fuller,  Past  Master; 

E.  E.  Stone,  Past  Master. 

40....Julian  F.  Johnson,  Master; 

F.  J.  Bidwell.  Past  Master; 
R.  P.  Burr,  Past  Master; 

J.  B.  Giffin,  Past  Master; 
W.  D.  Knights,  Pa.st  Master; 
J.  H.  Stephens.  Past  Master. 
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:\rartinez   No.    41....W.  A.  Hale,  Past  Master; 

W.  S.  Wells,  Past  Master. 

Los  Angeles   No.    42....Fraiik  J.  DeMott,  Master; 


C.  P.  Smith,  Past  Master; 
A.  A.  Wells,  Past  Master; 
G.  W.  Yarrow,  Past  Master. 

43....J.  A.  Fisher,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

44...John  J.  Stahl,  Master; 

Henry  N.  Clift,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Roy  A.  Pratt,  Junior  Warden  ; 
T.  C.  Conmy,  Past  Master; 
T.  Frolich,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  Jens,  Past  Master. 

45. ...Joseph  M.  Hamilton,  Master  &  Past  Master  ; 
O.  Dudley.  Past  Master. 


Texas   No.    46....William  R.  Flint.  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Forhestown   No.    50....William  J.  Schlitz.  Master  &  Past  :Master ; 

Fred  O.  Aim.  Senior  Warden. 

lllinoistown   No.    51....R.  A.  Peers,  Past  Master. 

Suisun   No.    55. ...J.  H.  Murray,  Inspector*  &  Past  Master. 

Volcano   No.    56. ...James  Giannini,  Representative. 

Santa  Rosa   No.    57....Hubert  W.  Beardin.  Master; 

C.  D.  Barnett,  Past  Master; 
A.  G.  Burnett,  Past  Master; 
C.  B.  Kobes,  Past  Master. 

Union   No.    58....Mallory  E.  Enos,  Master  ; 

T.  J.  Baker,  Past  Master; 

W.  W.  Douglas,  Past  Master; 

J.  F.  Alorgan,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 

C.  A.  Root,  Past  Master. 

Gravel  Range  No.    59.. ..Harold  Nelson,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Plumas   No.    60....J.  O.  Moncur,  Rep.,  Insp.  &  Past  Master. 

Live  Oak   No.    61.. ..Ezra  W.  Decoto,  Master; 

Lee  S.  Greswold.  Senior  Warden ; 
Charles  H.  Victor,  Junior  Warden; 
W.  J.  Garibaldi,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
A.  B.  Webster.  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 
C.  H.  Wood.  Past  Master. 


Geo.  Washington. .No.    62.. ..G.  N.  Porter.  Past  Master. 


Hiram   No. 

Mount   Moriah  No. 


Crescent   No. 
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Xatoma   No. 

Amador   No. 

Forest   No. 

Morning  Star  No. 

Enterprise   No. 

Bear  Mountain  No. 

Calaveras   No. 

Humboldt   No. 

lone   No. 

Yolo   No. 

Rising  Star   No. 

Vesper   No. 

Naval   No. 

Rose's  Bar   No. 

North  Star   No. 

Acacia   No. 
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64... .Solomon  Wahrhaftig,  Master  ; 

William  Cruickshank,  Senior  Warden ; 
William  J.  Waites,  Junior  Warden. 

65. ..William  T.  Brewer,  Master  &  Past  Master; 
J.  E.  Dye,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 
R.  I.  Kerr,  Past  Master. 

66.., Louis  Barnes,  Master. 

68... Elmer  H.  McGow^en,  Master; 

Jesse  W.  Wheatley,  Junior  Warden  ; 

"C.  Ball,  Past  Master; 

(t.  H.  Buttrick,  Past  Master; 

O.  S.  Henderson,  Past  Master ; 

G.  A.  McKenzie,  Past  Master. 

70....Carl  G.  Ott,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

76...Thos.  H.  Davey,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Master; 
F.  W.  Clough,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

78...James  A.  Smith.  Master  &  Past  Master. 

79....Herbert  R.  Inskip,  Master; 
J.  B.  Brown,  Past  Master; 
T.  R.  Dinsmore,  Inspector  &  Past  Master  ; 
J.  F.  George,  Past  Master ; 
A.  J.  Monroe,  Past  Master. 

80....George  J.  Yager,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

81. ...Asa  F.  Pettit,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

83....Kenneth  Chisholm,  Jun.  War.  &  P.  Master; 
A.  Dolt,  Past  Master. 

84.. ..Granville  Woolman,  Master  ; 

Arthur  H.  Fickert,  Senior  Warden. 

87....James  Ramsay,  Master ; 

Harry  H.  Holmes.  Senior  Warden ; 
Thomas  Brown,  Junior  Warden ; 
W.  Brownlie,  Past  Master ; 
C.  W.  Causbrook,  Past  Master; 
J.  J.   Luchsinger,   Past  Master. 

89... Joseph  Widner,  Master  &  Past  Master; 
Joseph  Durfee,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

91.  ..II.  V.  Levy,  Inspector  &  Past  A  faster. 

92  ...John  McKay.  Junior  Warden. 
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St.  Helena   No.    93...John  S.  Noble,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Henry  Clay   No.    95....Gustave  Schrader,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Howard   No.    96...;Howard  O'Connor,  Senior  Warden  ; 

Jefferson   No.    97....Richard  H.  Kingdon,  Master  &  Past  Master ; 

J.  Wiegand,  Past  Master. 

Yosemite   No.    99....A.  F.  Pedriers,  Past  Master. 

Clay   No.  101..  .Solon  McK.  Curtis,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

J.  H.  LaKamp,  Past  Master. 

Oroville   No.  103. ...Douglas  R.  Jacobs,  Master; 

A.  E.  Boynton,  Past  Master; 

C.  O.  Hamilton.  Inspector  &  Past  Master 

Lexington   No.  104.. ..A.  C.  Drake,  Representative. 

Areata   No.  106....G.  H.  Burchard,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

M.  P.  Roberts,  Past  Master. 

Pajaro   No.  110....Robert  H.  Hudson,  Master. 

Chico   No.  111. ...Fred  H.  Groat,  Master. 

Summit   No.  112.. ..Fred  W.   Marston,  Master. 

Eden   No.  113. ...Drew  Monroe,  Master; 

Wilton  W.  Shuhaw,  Senior  Warden  ; 
John  B.  Peppin.  Junior  Warden ; 
S.  B.  Force.  Past  Master; 
J.  B.  Mills,  Past  Master. 

Concord   No.  117....Henry  A.  Senf,  Master. 

Clinton   No.  119....Francis  M.  A.  Wilder,  Master  &  P.  Master. 

Fidelity   No.  120.. ..Benjamin  Kraus,  Master; 

Sholon  Silverstone,  Senior  Warden ; 
Victor  Aaron,  Junior  Warden  ; 
J.  D.  Abrams,  Past  Master; 
J.  Nieto,  Past  Master. 

Alamo   No.  122....Edgbert  B.  Reed,  Master; 

Oscar  F.  Olsson.  Senior  Warden ; 
Herbert  H.  Daley,  Junior  Warden. 

Sotoyome   No.  123. ...Edwin  D.  Thompson,  Master; 

E.  Bush,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Table  Mountain...  No.  124....Henry  F.  Bader.  Master  &  Past  Master. 

La  Fayette   No.  126. ...Fred  F.  Ames,  Senior  Warden. 
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Jk'rmanii   No.  127. ...Hermann  F.  H.  Schmidt,  Master; 

Emil  A.  Neumarkel,  Senior  Warden ; 
Liidwig  Mugele,  Junior  Warden ; 
L.  Muller,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
S.  J.  Theisen,  Past  Master; 
H.  H.  Newman,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

Nicolaus   No.  129....Henr3'  C.  Jasper,  Master. 

Woodbridge   No.  131. ...F.  G.  Perrott,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Sincerity   No.  132. ...William  G.  Stevenson,  Representative. 

Vacaville   No.  134....Herbert  F.  Fowler,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Valley   No.  135....Chas.  W.  Thomas,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Master. 

Pacific   No.  136.. ..Thomas  Anderson,  Senior  Warden ; 


Frank   Mueller,  Junior  Warden ; 
J.  W.  Anderson,  Past  Master; 
T.  J.  Aschheim,  Past  Master; 
G.  L.  Darling,  Past  Master; 

F.  L.  Hansen,  Past  Master; 

G.  M.  Perine,  Past  Master; 
A.  W.  Turpin.  Past  Master ; 
S.  Zemansky.  Past  Master. 


Crockett   No.  139.. ..Arthur  Brand,  Master; 

Walter  E.  Sammis,  Senior  Warden  ; 

James  W.  Davis,  Junior  Warden ; 

J.  O.  L.  Brunswig.  Past  Master; 

H.  J.  Lloyd,  Past  Master; 

H.  McBirney,  Past  Master; 

T.  Rowlands.  Past  Master. 

Curtis   No.  140.. ..E.  A.  Cooley,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Grafton   No.  141....Rodney  M.  Ely,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

F.  E.  Ely,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 
Franklin   No.  143....E.  M.  Kercheval.  Rep.  &  Past  Master; 

H.  D.  Kercheval.  Past  Master. 
Oriental   No.  144....Charles  W.  Whitney.  Master; 


John  F.  Clute,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Thomas  Harris,  Junior  Warden ; 
O.  L.  Berry,  Past  Master; 
C.  W.  Dobie,  Past  Master; 
W.  S.  Hamilton,  Past  Master; 
R.  C.  Jewell,  Past  Master; 

F.  B.  Ladd,  Past  Master; 

G.  B.  Lake.  Past  Master; 
J.  Tonningsen,  Past  Master. 
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Vitiuvius   No.  145. ...Wm.  A.  Cockrill,  Jun.  War.  &  Past  Master. 

Abell   No.  146....Hale  McCowcn,  Jr.,  Master; 

W.  Bromley,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
J.  M.  Alannon,  Sr..  Past  Master. 

Eel  Piver   No.  147. ...George  W.  Long,  Master; 

Robt.  L.  Harris,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Master ; 
John  M.  Connick,  Jun.  War.  &  Past  Master ; 
M.  Chidester,  Past  Master. 

Lassen   No.  149.. J.  A.  Pardee,  Past  Master; 

'     J.  B.  Spaulding,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

MoHno   No.  I50..john  T.  Youles,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Woodland   No.  156. ...Warren  A.  Brown,  Master; 

H.  H.  Gable,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Harmony   No.  164....William  A.  Lavery,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Excelsior   No.  166. ...James  Pf.  Lewis.  Master ; 


Benjamin  M.  Wood,  Senior  Warden; 
C.  A.  Adams,  Past  Master; 
W.  N.  Brunt,  Past  Master; 

E.  L.  Forster,  Past  Master ; 
H.  C.  Gingg,  Past  Master; 

R.  G.  Guyett,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 
Barrel  A.  Hare,  Past  Master; 

F.  C.  Hensley,  Past  Master; 
H.  J.  Owen,  Past  Master. 


.Mameda   No.  167. ...Elmo  M.  Grimmer,  Master ; 

Frank  B.  Hartman,  Senior  Warden; 
A.  Norris,  Past  Master. 

Redwood  City  No.  168.. ..William  H.  Kelso,  Senior  Warden; 

J.  E.  Ensor,  Past  Master ; 

T.  O.  HeydcMifeldt,  Past  Master; 

C.  G.  Landscheit,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Mission   No.  169....Eugene  B.  Hallett,  Master; 


Thomas  I.  Janes,  Senior  Warden ; 

Lew  E.  Wallace,  Junior  Warden ; 

R.  E.  Allan,  Past  Master; 

R.  S.  Allen,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

W.  W.  Moore,  Past  Master; 

M.  H.  Renwick,  Past  Master; 

O.  L.  Sues,  Past  Master; 

E.  W.  Tucker,  Past  Master. 
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Elk  Grove   No.  173....Stanley  R.  Gage,  Master; 

A.  H.  Watson,  Past  Master. 

Drytown   No.  174.. ..Henry  Osborne,  Master. 

Phoenix   No.  178.. ..William  J.  Kinley,  Master; 

John  Calbertson,  Junior  Warden ; 

W.  B.  Howes.  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

M.  J.  Newberg,  Past  Master. 

Mendocino   No.  179....C.  Banker,  Representative  &  Past  Maste 

J.  W.  Fraser,  Past  Master. 

Petaluma   No.  180....Sophus  C.  Plow,  Master. 

Russian  River  No.  181. ...Chester  Van  Grafen,  Senior  Warden  ; 

G.  T.  Trowbridge,  Past  Master. 

Clear  Lake   No.  18v3.. ..Louis  Jago,  Master; 

Ralph  A.  Huntington,  Senior  Warden. 

Sierra  Valley  No.  184.. ..James  M.  Turner,  ]\Iaster  &  Past  Master. 

Keith   No.  187.. ..Charles  Hornbeck,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  F.  Blake.  Past  Master; 

G.  E.  Skillicorn,  Past  Master. 

Oakland   No.  188....Daniel  W.  Pratt,  Master; 

R.  B.  Gaylord,  Past  Master; 
J.  B.  Merritt,  Past  Master; 

H.  T.  Moore,  Past  Master; 
C.  N.  Walter,  Past  Master. 

Northern  Light  ....No.  190.. ..Levi  P.  Rawlings,  Master. 

Marin   No.  191....Albert  N.  Boyen,  Master; 

Arthur  L.  Adams,  Senior  Warden  ; 
John  Clute,  Junior  Warden  ; 

F.  M.  Angellotti,  Past  Master; 

G.  F.  Rodden,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Santa  Barbara  No.  192. ...Samuel  J.  Heyl,  Junior  Warden. 

Ferndale   No.  193.... Herbert  N.  Briggs,  Master; 

E.  A.  Pierson,  Past  Master. 

Mountain  View  No.  194.. ..Robert  Rankin,  Master  ; 

Harvey  Ainsworth,  Senior  Warden  ; 

C.  P.  Berry,  Representative  &  Past  Maste 

Buckeye   No.  195....Dillard  R.  Guthrie,  Master; 

Edward  H.  Edwards,  Junior  Warden ; 
J.  E.  Sackett,  Past  Master. 
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San  Simeon   No.  196... .Edward  Reghetti,  Master ; 

A.  Frankl,  Past  Master. 

Wilmington   No.  198. ...Anthony  N.  Winchester,  Senior  Warden. 

Hartley   No.  199...James  W.  Beck,  Master; 

S.  Mathews,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
C.  J.  Monroe,  Past  Master. 

Truckee   No.  200....George  Carson,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Silveyville   No.  201. ...Angus  C.  Madden,  Master. 

Pentalpha   No.  202.. ..Francis  M.  Parker,  Master; 

W.  R.  Hervey,  Past  Master. 

Confidence   No.  203....Walter  C.  Buttle,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Salinas   No.  204....Robert  Warnock,  Master; 

Robert  D.  Logan,  Senior  Warden. 

Newville   No.  205....O.  W.  Houghton,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

Anaheim   No.  207...,Morris  W.  Martenet,  Master. 

Rio  Vista   No.  208....Neil  R.  Hamilton,  Master. 

King  David's   No.  209.. .John  C.  James,  Master ; 

Walter  D.  Ardiance,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Mas. 
Oliver  H.  P.  Meek,  Junior  Warden ; 
J.  Whicher,  Past  Master. 

Friendship   No.  210.. ..John  J.  Schmidt,  Master; 

William  W.  Paull,  Senior  Warden ; 

F.  T.  E.  Edmans,  Past  Master; 

G.  T.  Lemon,  Past  Master. 

San  Benito   No.  211. ...James  A.  Cushman,  Master; 

Richard  W.  O'Bannon,  Senior  Warden. 


So.  S.  Francisco.. No.  212. ...Henry  E.  Nolan,  Master; 

William  G.  Green,  Senior  Warden ; 
W.  J.  B.  Warner,  Past  Master. 

S.  Buena  Ventura  No.  214....Delbert  A.  Reese,  Master; 

Warren  M.  Stockwell,  Senior  Warden  ; 

D.  J.  Reese,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Oak  Grove   No.  215. ...Henry  F.  Strachan,  Master; 

Henry  C.  Lassen,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Otto  H.  Fischer,  Junior  Warden ; 
C.  A.  Allardyce,  Past  Master; 
J.  N.  Eschen,  Past  Master; 

E.  D.  Rue,  Past  Master. 
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Doric   No.  216....William  P.  Read,  Master; 

Manuel  Lafee,  ySenior  Warden  ; 

Leonard  T.  Pockman,  Junior  Warden  ; 

W.  B.  Cameron,  Past  Master; 

B.  Levi,  Past  Master; 

S.  Myrson,  Past  Master; 

A.  A.  Rosenshine,  Past  Master. 

Monterey   No.  217.  ..Frank  O.  Massie,  Master. 

^Mosaic   No.  218. ...T.  T.  Brady,  Representative. 


Speranza  Italiana..No.  219.  ..Antonio  Cogliandro,  Master ; 


Sisto  Rasori,  Senior  Warden ; 
Giovanni  Fiscalini,  Junior  Warden  ; 

G.  B.  Cordano.  Past  Master; 
C.  C.  Peini,  Past  Master. 

Downey   No.  220....Walter  R.  Moberly,  Master; 

T.  M.  Reeves,  Past  Master. 

Inyo   No.  221..., William  A.  Calbert,  Master. 

Granite   No.  222....0vid  H.  Ricksecker,  Master  &  Past  Maste 

BakerslV^d   No.  224.., Earl  B.  Gilbert,  Master; 

Henry  Eissler,  Junior  Warden ; 

A.  S.  Crites,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

Elbert  Porter  Munsey,  Past  Master. 

Brooklyn   No.  225....Edwin  J.  Wold,  Master; 

Cbcstcr  V.  Newell,  Senior  Warden; 
Louis  Sutter,  Junior  Warden ; 

H.  P.  Biggs,  Past  Master; 

F.  J.  Rennie,  Past  Master; 

G.  D.  Warren,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

San  Mateo   No.  226....Frederick  E.  Beer,  Master; 


Francis  J.  Cochran,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Jacob  W.  Divelbiss.  Junior  Warden  ; 
W.  L.  Johnstone,  Past  Master; 
H.  M.  Taylor,  Past  Master; 
C.  A.  M.  Vanderbos,  Past  Master; 
C.  A.  Wainwright,  Past  Master. 


Athens 


No.  228....Frederick  W.  Wilson,  Master. 
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Snlano   No.  229...J()liii   M.    InoHs,  aster; 

Osgood  II.  Milton,  Senior  Warden; 

Samuel  L\ttle,  Junior  Warden; 

11.  F.  Gordon,  Past  Master; 

A.  S.  Halliday,  Past  Master; 

R.  L.  Robertson,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 

J.  E.  Sanderson,  Past  Master; 

J.  F.  Walter,  Past  Master, 

Xorth  Butte   No.  230...Edward  P.  Fagan,  Master. 

Covelo   No.  231. ...George  M.  Biggar,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Janesville   No.  232..  Charles  H.  Fisher,  Master ; 

S.  H.  Crow,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
Granville  Pullen,  Past  Master. 

Calistoga   No.  233. ...Franklin  Ashton,  Master  &  Past  Master ; 

E.  M.  Billings,  Past  Master. 

Surprise  Valley  No.  235. ...Chris  H.  Hansen,  Master; 

W.  S.  Stevens,  Past  Master. 

Hill's  Ferry   No.  236.. .J.  H.  Yancey,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Guadalupe   No.  237. ...Henry  R.  Gerve.  Senior  Warden  ; 

T.  Giacomazzi,  Past  Master ; 
W.  T.  Lucas,  Past  Master. 

Colusa   No.  240... .Fernando  J.  Mendonsa,  Master. 

Santa  Ana   No.  241. ...Leonard  F.  Harvey,  Master; 

E.  B.  Trago,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 


No.  242... .Philip  Crother,  Representative ; 
J.  T.  Johnston,  Past  Master. 

No.  243... Charles  F.  Suss,  Master; 

George  W.  Madeley,  Junior  Warden  ; 
M.  J.  Madison,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

No.  244....Arthur  H.  Peterson.  Master; 

Carl  C.  Eicn,  Senior  Warden ; 
Elbert  W.  Garrity,  Junior  Warden ; 
L.  T.  Corwin,  Past  Master; 
H.  A.  Meese,  Past  Master. 

No.  245... Harry  C.  Bell,  Master; 

L.  M.  Benoit,  Past  Master. 

Pomona   No.  246.. ..Allen  P.  Nichols,  Master  &  Past  ]\Iaster; 

W.  A.  Vandegrift,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 


Magnolio  . 
Eucalyptus 


Alcatra?. 


Laurel 
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l'"rcsno   No.  247..Xcorge  W.  Turner,  Master ; 

William  E.  Toms,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  J.  Harris,  Past  Master; 

A.  L.  Smith,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Alturas   No.  248..^Reuel  A.  Laird,  Master; 

C.  S.  Baldwin,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 
E.  C.  Bonner,  Past  Master. 

Adin   No.  250..,Homer  LeR.  Brown,  Master. 

Landmark   No.  253..X  Hall,  Past  Master; 

Geo.  Bourland,  Representative. 

Reading   No.  254....H.  G.  Hill,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

I.  J.  Johnson,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Welcome   No.  255..Xharley  R.  Blakely,  Master; 

R.  E.  Shore,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Lodi   No.  256..  John  Perrett,  Senior  Warden ; 

W.  J.  Thomayer,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Penrhyn   No.  258...-Porter  L.  Taylor,  Master. 

Evergreen   No.  259....0rviile  P.  Sanders,  Master ; 

H.  D.  French,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 


King  Solomon's  ....No.  260....Frank  W.  Hosmer,  Master  ; 

John  F.  Campbell,  Senior  Warden ; 
Henry  L.  Green,  Junior  Warden ; 

E.  E.  Conn,  Past  Master; 
G.  M.  Davis,  Past  Master; 
W.  P.  Filmer,  Past  Master; 

F.  B.  Wood,  Past  Master. 


Tuscan   No.  261.. ..Ira  A.  Fouch,  Sen.  Warden  &  Past  Master; 

G.  H.  Simmons,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Lompoc   No.  262....C.  M.  Tucker.  Rep.  &  Past  Master; 

Ormond  P.  Paulding,  Representative. 

Orland   No.  265...W^  Clark,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

R.  O'Hair,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

North  East   No.  266....Byron  F.  McCombs,  Master. 

Gait   No.  267....Frank  A.  Warren,  Master. 
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Diirant   No.  268....George  H.  Richardson,  Master; 

Walter  A.  Sloan,  Senior  Warden ; 
Elmer  E.  Meyers,  Junior  Warden ; 
O.  K.  Cloiidman,  Past  Master; 
W.  S.  Coleman,  Past  Master; 
R.  Edgar,  Past  Master; 

D.  Finley,  Past  Master; 
A.  Fonch,  Past  Master; 

G.  A.  Griesche,  Past  Master; 
G.  E.  Oxley,  Past  Master; 

E.  D.  Thomas,  Past  Master; 
W.  H.  Waste,  Past  Master. 


Olive  Branch   No.  269....DeWitt  T.  Frymire,  Master; 

F.  A.  Ellsworth,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Snow  Mountain  ....No.  271...-Roy  L.  Walkup,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Pasadena   No.  272....Wm.  F.  Creller,  Master. 

Anchor   No.  273. ...Edward  M.  James,  Master. 

Arroyo   No.  274....Robert  M.  Plympton,  Master. 

Oakdale   No.  275....D.  E.  Lee,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Selma   No.  277....P.  Allen,  Representative  &  Past  Master; 

J.  L.  Mitchell,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 


South.  California..No.  278....William  H.  Harrison,  Master; 


B.  H.  Cook,  Past  Master; 
W.  P.  Jeffries,  Past  Master; 

E.  B.  Spencer,  Rep.  &  Past  Master; 
D.  R.  Weller,  Past  Master. 

Hanford   No.  279.. ..Arthur  J.  Young,  Master. 

Madera   No.  280....W.  H.  Klingenberg,  Representative. 

Mount  Shasta   No.  281. ...Goodrich  T.  Peacocke,  Master. 

Callayomi   No.  282....Ralph  P.  Newcomb,  Master  &  Past  Master ; 

Ralph  H.  Read,  Senior  Warden ; 
H.  C.  Vandewater,   Past  Master. 

South  West   No.  283. ...Warner  Edmonds,  Master, 

San  Miguel   No.  285....Herbert  H.  Durham,  Master; 

George  Parker,  Junior  Warden  ; 

C.  Forbes,  Past  Master. 

Paso  Roblcs   No.  286....Sanford  M.  Barber,  Senior  Warden. 
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Winneduniah   No.  287.. ..George  A.  Bigelow,  Master; 

1.  O.  Clark,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Ma.xvvell   No.  283.  .Samuel  E.  Crutcher,  Senior  Warden. 

Elsinore   No.  289.. ..Jesse  S.  Cobb,  Senior  Warden. 

East  Gate   No.  290....Charles  A.  Holland,  Master; 

M.  H.  Flint,  Past  Master. 
F.  C.  Mulkey,  Past  Master. 

Santa   Paula   No.  291. ...Ed ward  J.  Canavan,  Master. 

Los  Gatos   No.  292....Paul  E.  Curtis,  Master; 

Elton  M.  Hogg,  Senior  Warden; 
Robert  B.  Chandler,  Junior  Warden. 

Orange  Grove   No.  293....Asher  V.  Lankford,  Master. 

Traver   No.  294.. ..Walter  E.  Simms,  Master; 

Henry  E.  Verble.  Senior  Warden ; 

E.  M.  Kimberlin,  Past  Master. 

Mt.  Jackson   No.  295. ...Francis  D.  Trosper,  Junior  Warden. 

Silver  Gate   No.  296.. ..William  G.  Barth,  Master; 

A.  R.  Jones,  Past  Master. 

Dunsmuir   No.  297....G.  A.  HuyafT,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 

A.  Levy,  Past  Master ; 

F.  C.  Nourse,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Alokelumne  Hill....No.  298. ...Clarence  A.  Berry,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Liberty   No.  299.. ..Charles  L.  Gruwell,  Master; 

Nels  A.  Linderoth,  Senior  Warden ; 
J.  C.  Morrison,  Past  Master. 

Redlands   No.  300.. .J.  A.  Stone,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Ontario   No.  301....William  J.  Campbell,  Master. 

Porterville   No.  303.. ..Charles  C.  Farnsworth,  Master ; 

A.  R.  Laidlaw,  Pa.st  Master; 

F.  W.  Davis,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Azusa   No.  305.  .Leland  S.  Poage,  Master. 

Ashlar   No.  306....Charles  E.  Mead,  Master; 

J.  B.  Hanna,  Past  Master; 
J.  Macdougall,  Past  Master ; 
L.  W.  Rucker.  Past  Master. 

Santa  Monica   ,..No.  307. ...Albert  D.  Ilavves,  Master. 

Monrovia   No.  308.  .Stewart  H.  Reynolds.  Master. 
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Delano   No.  309....Otto  A.  Clasen,  Master; 

J.  J.  Schlitz,  Past  Master; 
A.  Sheppard,  Past  Master; 
H.  D.  Zimmerman,  Past  Master. 

Sisson   No.  310....Walter  C.  Allingham,  Master. 

Los  Banos   No.  312  ...Frank  H.  Thomas,  Master; 

J.  F.  Muth,  Past  Master; 

J.  E.  Place,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

W.  J.  Stockton,  Past  Master. 

Tchachapi   No.  313.  .Newell  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  Master; 

Harry  J.  Beauford,  Senior  Warden, 

Temescal   No.  314...,Harry  L.  Lyman,  Master. 

Norwalk   No.  315. ...John  B.  Reeve,  Senior  Warden  ; 

J.  Hay,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Sanger   No.  316...*Frederick  G.  Bennett,  Master; 

J.  E.  Burnett,  Past  Master. 

Fallbrook   No.  317....Edward  C.  Reader,  Master. 

Emmanuel   No.  318....Millard  F.  Neff,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

H.  Cohn,  Past  Master. 

Hollenbeck   No.  319.. ..Henry  W.  Reynolds,  Master; 

John  Swanfeldt,  Junior  Warden  ; 

J.  M.  Dunsmoor,  Past  Master ; 

W.  J.  Sanborn,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 

L.  V.  Youngworth,  Past  Master. 

South  Gate   No.  320....Guy  H.  Casler,  Master; 

R.  W.  E.  Cole.  Past  Master; 

R.  E.  Dill,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Alisal   No.  321....John   C.   Stannard,  Master; 

W.  J.  Dakin,  Past  Master. 

Alhambra   No.  322. ...Ernest  E.  Ford,  Master; 

J.  N.  Hall,  Past  Master. 

Whittier   No.  323....Edward  P.  Haskell,  Master; 

L.  C.  Sawin,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Corona   No.  324.. ..Don  Gilbert  Chapman,  Master ; 

L.  L.  Test,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 
C.  J.  Willett,  Past  Master. 

Consuelo   No.  325....W.  W.  Carpenter,  Jr.,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  M. 

Needles   No.  326.. ..Frank  B.  Krallman,  IMaster  &  Past  ATastcr. 
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Long  Beach   No.  327..  .William  R.  Shaw,  Master; 

C.  H.  Shaw,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Kedondo   No.  328. ...Samuel  G.  Lindsely,  Master. 

Vallee  de  France. .No.  329.. ..Leon  Eyraud,  Master. 

Pacific  Grove   No.  331. ...Edwin  S.  Johnston,  Master; 

R.  Chivers,  Past  Master ; 

D.  B.  Fifield,  Past  Master ; 

C.  K.  Johnston,  Past  Master ; 

C.  K.  Tuttle,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

San  Pedro   No.  332...-Charles  C.  Outcalf,  Master; 

Harry  G.  Weaver,  Senior  Warden. 

Aha  No.  333....J.  D.  Murphey,  Past  Master. 

Covina   No.  334. .  T.  F.  Griswold,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

West  Gate   No.  335.  ..Dell  A.  Schweitzer,  Master  ; 

D.  Cave,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

Fruitvale   No.  336.. ..Harry  Bercovich,  Master; 

Henry  C.  Schwinn.  Senior  Warden; 
Roddy  C.  Black,  Junior  Warden ; 
J.  H.  Helmstein,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  McEwen,  Past  Master; 

F.  O.  Schullerts.  Past  Master. 

Car(iuinez   No.  337....William  C.  Madden,  Master; 

Chandler  H.  Smith,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Peter  Miller,  Jr.,  Junior  Warden ; 
J.  E.  Hughes,  Past  Master; 

G.  Jones,  Past  Master. 

San  Jacinto   No.  338....Frank  Farmer,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

G.  Matthews,  Past  Master; 
R.  R.  Smith,  Past  Master. 

Fullerlon   No.  339..  .Clifton  R.  Allen,  Master; 

Charles  S.  Chapman,  Senior  Warden. 

Oxnard   No.  341. ...Albert  Guedemann,  Master. 

San  Fernando   No.  343. ...David  J.  Gihben,  Master. 

Starr  King   No.  344.. ..Charles  O.  Munson,  Master; 


Charles  Baer,  Senior  Warden ; 

Gnstave  M.  Carroll,  Junior  Warden  ; 

S.  Deutsch.  Past  Master; 

J.  Goodman,  Past  Master; 

H.  L.  Simon,  Past  Master; 

T.   Smith,   Past  Master; 

C.  M.  Wollenberg,  Past  Master. 
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Palo  Alto   No.  346.. ..Harry  N.  Vandervoort,  Junior  Warden. 

McKinley   No.  347....Edvvard  L.  Jones,  Master ; 

Michael  H.  Carey,  Junior  Warden ; 
W.  B.  Richmond,  Past  Master; 
W.  E.  Rose,  Past  Master. 


San  Bernardino  ....No.  348.  ..Joseph  H.  Wilson,  Master; 

B.  F.  Bledsoe,  Past  Master. 

Sequoia   No.  349.-Edvvin  M.  Fant,  Master; 

James  B.  Wood,  Senior  Warden  ; 

Charles  C.  Young,  Junior  Warden; 

S.  Brown,  Past  Master; 

J.  C.  Cole,  Pa.st  Master; 

F.  D.  Dolbier,  Past  Master; 

J.  W.  Gwilt,  Past  Master; 

E.  F.  Hughes,  Past  Master; 

C.  Husband.  Past  ^Master. 


Palestine   No.  351. ...Frank  A.  Hamilton,  Master; 

W.  F.  Haas,  Past  Master. 

Sunset   No.  352....Christian  N.  Bank,  Master; 

S.  E.  Burke,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
D.  M.  Sutherland,  Past  Master. 

Pinole   No.  353....Henry  McCullough,  Master; 

Frederick  A.  Sill.  Junior  Warden. 

Presidio   No.  354...John  B.  Wuersching,  Master ; 


John  E.  Butterfield,  Senior  Warden  ; 

John  H.  Wellman,  Junior  Warden  ;  » 

J.  B.  Glennie,  Past  Master; 

H.  Locks,  Past  Master; 

W.  A.  Sherman,  Inspector  &  Past  iMaster ; 

A.  E.  Schuhmann,  Past  Master ; 

F.  G.  Watson.  Past  Master; 

W.  J.  Weitzenberg,  Past  Master. 


Hollywood   No.  355. ...Nelson  E.  Woodward,  iMaster; 

Robert  R.  Rankin,  Junior  Warden. 

Mill  Valley   No.  356....Thomas  S.  Watters,  Junior  Warden; 

A.  Coffin,  Past  Master; 

C.  Folger,  Past  Master; 

T.  T.  Greaves,  Past  Master; 

K.  J.  C.  Seymour,  Past  Master. 

Buena  Park  No.  357....Chas.  L.  McComber,  Master  &  Past  Master 
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Golden  State   No.  358..Xhai-les  E.  Gockley,  Master; 

J.  H.  Roan,  Inspector  &  Past  Master; 
B.  F.  Kieriilff,  Jr.,  Past  Master. 

Loyalton   Xo.  359.. ..Walter  H.  Duncan,  Senior  Warden. 

San  Francisco   Xo.  360.. ..George  R.  Bell,  Master ; 

Victor  E.  Perry,  Senior  Warden; 
Alfred  C.  Skaife,  Junior  Warden; 
H.  S.  Johnson,  Past  Master; 
H.  D.  Loveland,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  Perry.  Past  Master; 
A.  S.  Yonng,  Past  Master. 

Fort  Bragg   No.  361. ...Alfred  A.  Lord,  Master. 

Charity   Xo.  362....C.  H.  Whitman,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

Berkeley   Xo.  363....Hans  P.  Xelson,  Master; 


Robert  P.  Arnold,  Senior  Warden; 
Edgar  R.  Xash,  Junior  Warden. 
T.  J.  Morrison,  Past  Master ; 
H.  B.   Phillips,  Past  Master. 


Olivet   Xo.  364.. ..Bertram  L,.  Reynolds,  Senior  Warden. 

Willits   Xo.  365— .James  E.  Daniels,  Master ; 

Jeremiah  J.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 

Las  Palmas   Xo.  366.. ..Clarence  X.  Williams,  Master. 

South  Pasadena  ....N'o.  367. ...Floyd  R.  James,  Master ; 

H.  W.  Masac,  Past  Master. 

Unity   Xo.  368....Ernest  J.  Morgan,  Master. 

Ocean  Park   Xo.  369....Chas.  H.  Ritchie,  Master  &  Past  Master 

C.  S.  Thatcher,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

Amity   Xo.  370.. ..Rudolph  F.  Lange,  Master; 

William  B.  Curtis,  Junior  Warden ; 
R.   Cain,   Past  Master; 
W.  E.  Wood,  Past  Master. 

Oceanic   Xo.  37L...Jas.  F.  Fenwick,  Rep.  &  Past  Master. 

Gardena   Xo.  372. ...Thomas  C.  Pitman,  Master. 

Veteran   Xo.  373....Perry  L.  Fallis,  Master. 

Jewel   Xo.  374.. ..Leo  Bruck.  Master  &  Past  blaster; 

Thomas  F.  Hearn,  Senior  Warden; 
J.  A.  Snell,  Past  Master. 
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Richmond   No.  375....AngTis  MacKillop,  Afaster; 

Joshua  J.  Ilarconi,  Senior  Warden; 
Charles  F.  Werner,  Junior  Warden; 
W.  E.  Bidwell,  Past  Master; 

D.  B.  Crane,  Inspector  &  Past  Master ; 

E.  E.  Fischer,  Past  Master. 

^'^i"^csia   No.  377....Horace  H.  Rockwell,  Senior  Warden; 

W.  Donnell3^  Past  Master. 

Mizpah'   .No.  378....Holcombe  R.  MacLafferty,  Master ; 

H.  A.  Fulsom,  Past  Master. 

Fillmore   No.  379....Thomas  F.  Wileman,  Master. 

Huntington  Beach  No.  380....A.  W.  Griffith,  Past  Master; 

S.  A.  Moore,  Representative. 

Oceanside   No.  381...  J.  F.  Martin,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Highland  Park  No.  382....Rollin  H.  Morse,  Master; 

F.  E.  Vincent,  Past  Master. 
Orosi   No.  383...AValter  Oxford,  Master. 

El  Centro   No.  384....Philip  D.  Swing,  Master; 

v^i.  S.  Cook,  PasL  M.as.ter; 

J.  M.  Eshleman,  Past  Master;  . 

J.  S.  Ross,  Inspector  &  Past  Master. 

^"^"^^''^  No.  385....Ambrose  N.  Sharer,  Master; 

G.  M.  Dopkins,  Past  Master; 
J.  D.  Pillsbury,  Past  Master. 

^^'^''^^"Iga   No.  387....Joseph  B.  Wright.  Senior  Warden ; 

W.  H.  Boyce,  Past  Master. 

^''^^"assus   No.  388... Thomas  J.  Green,  Master; 

/  Henry  L.  Todd,  Senior  Warden ; 

,  Thomas  A.  Cavanagh,  Junior  Warden ; 

J  W.  W.  Allen,  Jr.,  Past  Master; 

*  W.  A.  Cree,  Past  Master; 

/  E.  F.  Dietrick,  Past  Master; 

H.  D.  Saville,  Past  Master; 
I  F.  C.  Sunder,  Past  Master. 

^Palos  Verdes   No.  389....Fred  W.  McCullah,  Master. 

'  Imperial   No.  390....Ervin  D.  Stuart,  Senior  Warden. 

East  Belt   No.  391....Wm.  S.  Beeman,  Sen.  War.  &  Past  Master. 

West  Eake   No.  392..Xharles  W.  Yerxa,  Master. 
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Balder   No.  393....Frans  O.  Sjogren.  Master; 

Karl  F.  Strandbcrg,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Nels  S.  Stohl,  Junior  Warden ; 
C.  G.  Johnson,  Past  Master. 

University   No.  394.. ..Frederic  C.  Comfort,  Master; 

J.  C.  Netz,  Past  Master. 

Turlock   No.  395. ...Alex  Samuels,  ReTpresentative. 

Apollo   No.  396....Charlcs  B.  Greeley,  Master; 

Wilbert  S.  Condon,  Senior  Warden ; 
Isaac  C.  Bateman,  Junior  Warden  ; 
E.  N.  Clintsman,  Past  Master; 
P.  C.  Windham,  Past  Master. 

Rising  Light   No.  397. ...Lester  L.  Easterly,  Master. 

Fowler   No.  398  \lfred  J.  Smith,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

I-raternity   No.  399.. ..Walter  F.  Lillick,  Junior  Warden. 

BurlingauK'   No.  40O....William   F.   Stapff,  Master; 

Luther  E.  Penniman,  Junior  Warden ; 
L.  A.  Murch,  Past  Master; 
...£l.iJci\Vr'j^<    Past  Master. 
Jeiiuitiv, 

'^'iv;>0-^  V  KMX-         "at     Ar^i  '  .Master; 

-    '  '''  '^^■^^^•-■•^-d  W.Wetmore,.,,or  Warden; 

Harry  E.  Jarman,  Sen.^niior  Warden; 
Percival  L.  D.  Rankin, 
A.  F.  Lovsie,  Past  Master; 
T.  R.  Tilley,  Past  Master  ' 
402.. .Clarence  J.  Park.  Senior  Warden: 
C.  E.  Nice,  Past  Master 

^'"'■'^^  ^"^"^   403....Augustin  A.  Gifford.  Master- 

Robert  G.  Arlett.  Senior  Warden  • 
John  M.  Mencken.  Junior  Warden'- 
I;.  W.  LeBallister,  Rep.  &  P,,si  Afa'ster- 
E.  V.  Stevenson.  Past  Master 

'''''''''''   404....L.  A.  Warren,  Representative 

^^""''''^   405....CIaud  H.  Campl>ell.  Master 

 No.  406....Edward  A.  Fi.scher,  Master 

"^"""^^  Xo.  407....Thon.as  A    Rougher.  Senior  Warden- 

J"lin    11.   Mailery.  Junior  Warden 
No.  408....Robert  H.  Mackerras.  Master; 
Iv    A.    Kolze.    Past  Master. 
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Honolulu   No.  409  ..James  V.  Femvick,  Inspector  &  Past  [Master. 

Charter  Rock   No.  410....Phili])    Xickles,  Master; 

Ralph  \V.  Myers,  i^enior  Warden; 
William  A.  Louis,  Junior  Warden; 
F.  S.  Beckett,  Past  Master; 
W.  E.  Rose,  Past  Master; 
M.  A.   Plumh,   Past  Master; 
A.  M.  Poulsen,  Past  Master; 
E.  S.  Valentine,  Past  Master. 


Perris   

No. 

411.. 

..Wm.  A.  Guthridge,  Master  &  Past 

Master. 

Calexico   

No. 

412.. 

..Charles  F.  Turner,  Junior  Warden 

Waucoba   

No. 

413.. 

..Jonathan  W.  McMurray,  Master  & 

Past  M. 

Arlington   

No. 

414.. 

..Arthur  T.  Jackson,  Master. 
H.  F.  Hughes,  Sen.  War.  &  Past 
C.  P.  Lyndall,  Past  Master. 

Master ; 

Silver  Trowel 

No. 

415.. 

..Louis  D.  Hammon,  Master; 
R.  W.  Burns,  Past  Master. 

Lindsay   

No. 

416-. 

..R.  J.  Reed,  Master. 

Elysian   

No. 

418.. 

..William  T.  McNeely,  Master; 
F.  G.  Finlayson,  Past  Master. 

Upland   

No. 

419.. 

..Earnest  C.  Mehl,  Master; 
F.  C.  Froehde,  Past  Master. 

Kerman   

No. 

420_. 

..L.  G.  Sandell,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

Inglewood   

No. 

421. 

..John  Aerick,  Master. 

Eagle  Rock 

No. 

422.. 

..John  M.  Taylor,  Master. 

York   

No. 

423.. 

...Lester  J.  Vanderl^eck,  Master. 

Exeter   

No. 

424.. 

...Francis  W.  Mixter,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Holtville 

No. 

425., 

...James  W.  Griffin,  Master ; 

Leo.  R.  Manning,  Senior  Warden. 


Midway   

No. 

426....Lewis  E.  Stephens,  Senior  Warden. 

Chino  Valley 

No. 

427....Hiram    G.    Shafer,  Master. 

San  Dimas 

No. 

428.. ..Samuel  J.  McDonald,  Senior  Warden, 

Pittsburg 

.No. 

429. ...John  Lowes,  Master. 

McCloud 

No. 

430.. ..Benjamin  A.  Purcell,  blaster; 

J.  C.  Wilder,  Past  Master. 
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Alpha   No.  431. ...Luke  J.  (Ilavinovicli.  Master; 

Jvioliard    I{.    v'^lallcry.   Senior  Warden; 
I'.  J.  C.ardner,  Junior  Warden; 
J  1.  A.  Sliver,  Past  Master. 

Roseville   No.  432....].  Scott,  Representative  &  Past  Master. 

ITammonton   No.  433....David  C.  McDonald,  Master. 

Fairniount   No.  435....Denmau  S.  Wagstaff,  Master; 

William  O.  Purdy,  Senior  Warden; 
George  E.  Ralph,  Junior  Warden; 
J.  D.  Ralph,  Past  blaster. 

Claremont   No.  436.. ..Edw.   L.  Dreher,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

William  L.  Smith,  Senior  Warden. 

Lancaster   No.  437.. ..Hugh  Petrie,  Master. 

Germania   No.  438. ...Frederick  Walter,  Jr.,  Master. 

Tyrian   No,  439.. ..Theodore  Z.   McMurray,  ^Laster. 

Standard   No.  440.. ..Leon  LeR.  (iinmnow,  ]\Iaster ; 

Edward  M.  Jones,  Senior  Warden  ; 
Edwin  L.  Iliteman,  Junior  Warden; 
(t.  H.  Wellington,  Past  Master. 

Coronado   No.  441. ...Arthur  A.  Mathewson,  Master. 

Plackmer   No.  442....Herhert  H.  Heath,  Senior  Warden  ; 

Ernest  L.  IMcKie,  Junior  Warden. 

Schofield   No.  443. ...James  F.  Fenwick,  Representative. 

Carpintcria   No.  444.. ..Guy  S.  Bliss,  Master  &  Past  ]\Laster. 

Wilshire   No.  445. ...Elmer  LeRoy  Biggs,  Master; 

W.  H.  Fischer,  Past  Master. 

La  Puente   No.  446....josiah  W.  Pludson,  Master  &  Past  Master ; 

George  E.  Cross,  Senior  Warden. 

Torrance   No.  447.. ..Roy  O.  Denison,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Mt.  Dial)lo   No.  448....Leon  L.  Martin,  Master  &  Past  Master  ; 

]\lichaelis  Neustaedter,  Senior  Warden; 
Charles  W.  Thissell,  Junior  Warden. 

Park   No.  449....Erastus  B.  Power,  Master  &  Past  Master; 

Franklin  K.  Barthel,  Senior  Warden. 

Van  Nuys   No.  450.. ..Joseph  A.  Bailey,  Master  &  Past  Master. 

Montebello   No.  451. ...James  L.  Hooper,  ]\Laster  &  Past  Master. 
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Sail  Pasqual   No.  452....Carlcton  E.  Diirrcll,  ^[aster; 

Edward  J.  Whcclcr,  Junior  Warden; 
A.  W.  Viney,  Past  Master. 

Bethlehem   U.D  John  L.  McNab,  Master; 

Charles  K.  Harper,  Senior  Warden; 
A.  E.  Graiipner,  Junior  Warden. 

Crocker   U.D  R.  F.  Chicott,  Master; 

A.  McN.  McKeown,  Senior  Warden ; 
Thos.   Madgwick,  Junior  Warden. 

Riverbank   U.D  J.  A.  Brackett,  Senior  Warden. 

Golden  West   U.D  J.  D.  McAlpin,  Master. 

George  Robert  Brockmann,  Senior  Warden  ; 
x\dolph  L.  W.  Zellmer,  Junior  Warden. 

Kennett   U.D  Cephas  Eevvis  Gregg,  Master  ; 

E.  C.  Thompson,  Junior  Warden. 

Ramona   U.D....W^alter  J.  Johnson,  Master. 

Henry  S.  Orme  U.D  James  Harry  Andrews,  Master. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 


AAIEXDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Grand  ^Master  ofifered  the  following  proposed 
aniendment  to  the  Constitution  : 

Resolved,  That  section  135  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  to  read 
as  follows  : 

Sec.  135.  The  Master,  Wardens,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  each 
Lodge  shall  be  elected  annually,  by  ballot,  at  the  stated  meeting  next 
preceding  the  anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist;  and  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  elect.  They  shall  be  installed 
as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
imtil  their  successors  shall  have  been  duly  elected  and  installed.  In- 
stallations may  be  cither  public  or  private. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  Past 
Grand  Master  Patton  for  the  committee  reported  back  ver- 
bally, recommending-  the  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  1)y 
unanimous  vote. 
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GRAND  LODGE  OF  FRANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  also  presented  the 
following: 

To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  Calif oniia: 

The  matter  of  the  recognition  of  the  new  National  Grand  Lodge 
of  France,  and  a  circular  issued  from  that  hody,  have  been  before 
the  committee.  The  matters  involved  in  this  request  are  of  a  very 
serious  import  and  require  careful  consideration.  An  examination  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  discloses  that  all  of 
them  are  moving  very  slowly  because  of  the  peculiar  conditions  exist- 
ing in  Masonry  in  France,  and  because  the  war  prevailing  in  Europe 
renders  it  impossible  to  secure  additional  data.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  this  matter  be  referred  to  our  successors. 

The  report  was  adopted. 


PROPOSED  REMOVAL  TO  LOS  ANGELES. 
The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

The  Grand  ^faster  proposes  and  recommends  that  section  11  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  to  the  following  intent :  Strike  out  the 
qualifying  clause  added  in  1911  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"Provided,  however,  that,  commencing  with  the  year  A.  L.  5916, 
and  every  third  year  thereafter,  the  Annual  Communications  shall  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles." 

The  proposed  amendment  is  in  proper  form,  and,  if  adopted,  will 
accomplish  its  purpose.  The  matter  is  purely  one  of  policy  to  be  de- 
termined by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  wisdom,  and  we  report  it  back 
without  recommendation, 

Chas.  L.  Patton, 
Wm.  S.  Wells. 
Dana  Reid  WellEr, 

J.  D.  MURPHEY. 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henderson  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  if  any  additional  tax  would  be  necessary 
in  case  the  amendment  should  be  adopted. 
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beini;-  the  hour  for  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  l  lonies.  on  motion  tlie  re- 
port was  approved  and  ado])ted  as  presented. 

Past  Grand  Master  Motley  H.  Flint,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Endowment,  reported  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  M-'-  IV-''  Grand  Lodge  of  California  : 

Your  Endowment  Committee,  Masonic  Homes  of  California,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master  at  the  close  of  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  begs 
to  report  that  this  very  important  matter  has  received  our  most 
thoughtful  and  careful  consideration,  and  we  believe  that  our  plans,  if 
carried  into  effect  as  outlined,  will  produce,  before  many  years,  most 
satisfactory  results. 

The  Endowment  Fund,  on  July  31,  1914,  as  reported  to  the  Grand 


Lodge  by  the  Grand  Treasurer,  was  as  follows  : 

Cash  on  hand  $  981.00 

Investment,  municipal  and  public  utility  bonds   37,237.50 

Total   $38,218.50 

The  Endowment  Fund,  as  of  date  July  31,  1915,  one  year  later, 
reported  by  the  Grand  Treasurer,  is  as  follows : 

Securities   $39,237.50 

Cash  on  hand   2,143.70 

Total   $41,381.20 


This  fund  is  from  brethren  who,  from  time  to  time,  remember  us 
in  their  wills,  and  also  from  many  small  subscriptions  received  during 
the  past  year.  The  fund  never  has  been  encroached  upon,  the  income 
being  reinvested  as  rapidly  as  received. 

The  problem  confronting  your  Committee,  in  connection  with  the 
Endowment  Fund  work,  was  how  to  reach  all  of  the  Masons  in  good 
standing,  as  borne  on  the  rosters  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges.  This 
could  not  be  accomplished  by  official  notices  to  the  various  secretaries, 
to  be  read  at  stated  and  special  meetings,  for  the  reason  that  but  a 
small  proportion  of  our  members  attend  Lodge  regularly.  Particularly 
is  this  true  of  those  who,  if  they  understood  the  situation,  would  be 
glad  to  contribute  generously  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 
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After  mature  deliberation,  it  was  decided  to  prepare  a  circular 
letter,  setting  forth  the  great  need  for  the  fund,  and  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  these  printed  so  that  every  member  of  the  California  Juris- 
diction would  receive  a  copy. 

The  circular  letter  was  duly  prepared  and  presented  to  the  M.".  W-"- 
Grand  Master,  approved  by  him,  and  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tar}',  who  caused  same  to  be  printed,  and  on  March  15,  last,  forwarded 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  all  secretaries,  with  the  following  endorsement: 

"It  is  the  desire  and  request  of  the  Grand  Master  that  one  copy 
of  this  circular  be  forwarded  by  you,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  each 
member." 

This  circular  letter  created  considerable  interest,  and  a  large  amount 
of  correspondence  followed.  _Some  twenty  members  of  the  Fraternity 
sent  small  subscriptions,  which  were  very  thankfully  received  and 
forwarded  to  the  Grand  Treasurer.  Others  made  inquiries  concerning 
the  preparation  of  their  wills,  while  others  wrote  regarding  the  taking 
out  of  a  life  insurance  policy,  naming  the  Endowment  Fund  as  bene- 
ficiary. Complaints  have  been  received  that  secretaries  failed  to  follow 
the  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  did  not  forward  a  copy  of  the 
letter  to  each  member.  As  a  result,  a  large  proportion  of  our  member- 
ship have  not  received  the  first  letter  prepared  by  this  Committee. 

Believing  that  the  Endowment  Fund  can  be  raised  only  by  a  contin- 
uous and  energetic  campaign  of  education,  your  Conuuittee  prepared  a 
second  circular  letter,  dated  September  12,  1915,  by  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  same  was  forwarded  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  each  Subordinate  Lodge,  endorsed  by  our  Grand  Secretary 
as  follows : 

"It  is  the  order  of  the  Grand  Master  that  you  cause  one  copy  of 
this  circular  to  be  delivered,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  each  member  of 
your  Lodge." 

Both  of  these  circular  letters  are  a  part  of  this  report,  and  if 
same  have  not  been  received  and  read,  it  is  requested  that  you  now 
do  so,  as  the  arguments  set  forth  appear  to  your  Committee  sufficient 
to  justify  the  earnest,  active  co-operation  of  every  member  of  our 
Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Grand  Secretary  Whicher  advises  that,  in  round  numbers,  there 
are  55,400  members  on  our  rolls.  Please  consider  that  this  means  that 
if  each  Mason  in  his  will  would  remember  the  Endowment  Fund  to 
the  extent  of  an  average  of  $100.00  per  member,  or  if  the  entire 
membership  would  take  out  life  insurance  policies  in  favor  of  the 
Endowment  Fund  averaging  $100.00  per  member,  the  result  would  in 
time  be  an  Endowment  Fund  of  $5,540,000.00,  a  sum  the  income  of 
which  would  support  our  Homes,  though  four  or  five  times  as  large 
as  at  present,  as  well  as  provide  funds  for  necessary  new  buildings. 
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Last,  but  1)y  far  the  most  important  consideration,  this  plan  would 
eliminate  the  per  capita  tax  now  required. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommends  that  the  campaign  of 
education  for  the  Endowment  Masonic  Homes  of  California  be  con- 
tinued ;  that  the  co-operation  of  all  attorneys,  members  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  be  secured  ;  that  said  attorneys  be  requested,  when  preparing 
wills,  to  urge,  so  far  as  is  possible,  that  the  Endowment  Eund  be 
remembered ;  and.  last,  but  not  least,  that  if  any  brother  desires  to 
assist  this  splendid  work,  but  is  unable  to  make  either  a  cash  donation 
or  to  remember  the  Masonic  Homes  in  his  will,  he  be  urged  to  take 
out  an  insurance  policy  of  $100.00  or  more  in  favor  of  the  Masonic 
Homes  of  California.  The  annual  premium  on  a  policy  for  such  amount 
would  not  be  a  severe  tax  on  any  one.  and  with  active  co-operation 
the  results  would  be  surprisingly  gratifying. 

Eraternally  submitted, 
Endowment  Committee,  Masonic  H^omes  of  California, 
By  Motley  H'.  Flint,  Chairman,  Los  Angeles, 
Samuel  E.  Burke,  Los  Angeles, 
James  H.  MacLafferty,  Oakland, 
George  M.  Ferine,  San  Francisco, 
:  Benjamin  B.  Tuttle,  Davis, 

Charles  W.  Nutting,  Etna  Mills, 
Frank  K.  Towne,  Redwood  Ctiy, 
John  L.  Mitchell,  Selma, 
ThEo.  J.  MiLLiKEN,  Sacramento. 

Following  are  the  texts  of  the  circular  letters  referred  to  above  : 

March  15,  1915. 

My  Dear  Brother  : — 

We  are  desirous  of  submitting  for  your  serious  consideration  the 
question  of  raising  an  Endowment  Fund,  the  income  of  which  will  be 
used  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

We  have  in  California  two  Masonic  Homes,  one  in  Decoto,  Alameda 
County,  where  aged  brethren  and  their  wives  or  widows  are  provided 
for,  and  the  other  at  San  Gabriel,  Los  Angeles  County,  which  is  the 
Home  for  orphans  of  our  members. 

For  the  support  of  these  Homes  there  is  an  annual  per  capita  tax 
of  $1.00  on  all  members  of  our  Jurisdiction,  and  in  addition  there  is 
an  additional  annual  per  capita  tax  of  fifty  cents,  provided  two  years 
ago  b}^  constitutional  amendment,  the  amount  received  by  said  additional 
per  capita  tax  being  used  {or  additions  and  replacements  at  tlir  Nome, 
the  amounts  already  collected  ha\'ing  l)een  exixMided  for  proper  water 
supply,  pumping  stations,  laundry,   refrigerating  plant,  etc..  together 
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with  an  entirely  new  concrete  dormitory  building— to  supply  pressing 
needs — now  in  the  process  of  erection. 

The  property  at  San  Gabriel,  being  all  of  wooden  construction  and 
many  years  old,  must  soon  be  replaced  by  a  fireproof  building  for  the 
proper  protection  of  our  orphans. 

The  present  tax  upon  the  Fraternity,  or  more  particularly  upon  the 
Lodges— as  the  per  capita  taxes  are  paid  through  the  Lodges— is  quite 
a  serious  burden  and  it  is  very  much  desired  that  the  Endowment 
Fund  be  raised  of  sufficient  size,  the  income  of  which  will  be  ample 
to  take  care  of  all  expenses  incident  to  our  Masonic  Homes. 

This  would  be  very  much  appreciated  by  the  Lodges  and  would 
relieve  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  annual  dues,  consequently  the 
question  of  the  Endowment  Fund  should  receive  the  hearty  approval 
and  warm  support  of  all  of  our  members. 

Various  brethren  have  from  time  to  time  remembered  us  in  their 
wills,  and  our  endow^nent  fund  as  of  date  January  1,  1915,  is  as  follows: 
Total  Endowment  Fund,  $39,152.93.  It  consists  of  municipal  and  public 
utility  l)on(ls  amounting  to  $38,237.50  and  cash  $915.43. 

This  fund  has  never  been  encroached  upon,  the  income  being 
reinvested  as  rapidly  as  received.  Furthermore,  it  is  not  the  intention 
to  use  the  income  from  the  Endowment  Fund  until  the  principal  is 
materially  increased. 

This  letter  is  sent  out  to  each  member  of  the  Fraternity  within 
our  Jurisdiction,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for  cash  donations — 
although  they  would  be  very  thankfully  received — but  more  to  urge 
upon  our  brethren  that  at  the  time  of  preparing  their  wills,  if  they 
desire  to  remember  worthy  institutions — particularly  Masonic  Homes 
which  are  doing  so  much  for  mankind — they  include  therein  a  bequest 
for  such  an  amount  as  they  feel  they  can  afford. 

It  is  recommended  that  such  bequests  be  made  to  "The  Masonic 
Homes  of  California,"  it  being  the  title  agreed  upon  in  our  articles 
of  incorporation  now  being  prepared.  Please  understand  that  we  would 
very  much  appreciate  cash  donations  or  real  estate  ;  but  the  principal 
purpose  is  to  call  to  the  attention  of  our  brethren  the  great  necessity 
of  creating  a  large  Endowment  Fund,  which  can  be  accomplished  by 
our  brethren  in  remembering  "The  Masonic  Homes  of  California"  in 
their  wills. 

P.  S. — There  are  among  our  number  many  who  would  be  glad  to 
make  larger  donations  to  the  Endowment  Fund  than  their  present 
means  will  permit.  The  desire  may  be  gratified  through  the  medium 
of  life  insurance  at  comparatively  small  expense.  The  annual  payment 
of  a  certain  percentage  on  any  sum  will  insure  its  receipt  by  the  fund 
at  the  end  of  a  stated  period  or  upon  the  death  of  the  benefactor. 
Particulars  of  this  plan  will  be  furnished  to  any  interested  person. 
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The  system  of  endowment  through  life  insurance  has  been  practiced 
for  many  years.  It  has  enabled  the  erection  of  churches  and  other 
buildings  for  which  the  necessary  means  could  not  otherwise  have  been 
procured.  It  has  enriched  colleges  and  rendered  charitable  institutions 
self-sustaining.  We  believe  that  it  can  be  ef¥ectively  employed  to  the 
end  of  placing  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  in  a  position  of 
independence  and  perpetuating"  their  beneficence. 


September  12,  1915. 

I\Iy  Dear  Brother: — 

Under  date  of  March  15th,  last,  the  above-named  Committee,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  M.'.  W-'-  Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 
Grand  Master,  caused  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of 
our  Jurisdiction  a  circular  letter,  explaining  in  brief  the  necessity 
for  raising-  an  Endowment  Fund  of  such  proportions  that  the  income 
thereof  would  be  sufficient,  without  a  direct  tax  each  year  upon  our 
Lodges,  for  the  support  of  the  Masonic  Homes. 

Undoubtedly,  this  need  is  accentuated  at  the  present  time,  for  on 
July  31,  all  Lodges  make  their  annual  returns  to  the  Grand  Secretary, 
and  the  amounts  thus  paid  are,  without  question,  quite  a  burden  to 
each  Lodge,  which  must  share  the  responsibility  not  only  of  maintaining 
the  Grand  Lodge,  but  must  pay,  also,  an  annual  per  capita  tax  of  $1.00 
for  the  support  of  the  Masonic  Home  and  an  additional  per  capita 
tax  of  50  cents  for  the  erection  of  fireproof  buildings  at  Decoto,  Alameda 
County,  where  the  Old  People's  Home  is  located,  and  at  San  Gabriel. 
Los  Angeles  County,  the  location  of  the  Orphans'  Home.  As  '\ 
result  of  this  method  of  taxation,  the  average  Mason  does  not  thoroughly 
understand  how  this  annual  per  capita  tax  is  paid. 

The  dues  paid  by  members  of  our  Lodges  amount  to  $6.00.  $9.00 
or  $12  or  more  per  year.  Of  this  sum  $2.40  is  forwarded  to  our  Grand 
Secretary,  and  apportioned  as  follows :  Ninety  cents  for  maintenance 
of  Grand  Lodge,  $1.00  for  the  support  of  Masonic  Home,  and  50  cents 
for  erection  of  new  buildings. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  has  been  established  for  sixty-five  years,  and 
consequently  many  of  our  members  are  growing  old.  Naturally,  there- 
fore, the  demands  upon  the  Old  People's  Home  are  increasing  materially 
each  year,  and  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  erect  a  large,  new 
fireproof  building  to  take  care  of  the  needs  of  the  members  of  the 
various  Lodges,  who  are  seeking  admittance  to  the  Home. 

At  San  Gabriel,  where  the  Orphans'  Home  is  situated,  the  City  of 
Pasadena  two  years  ago  diverted  its  storm  waters,  thereby  cutting  a 
very  wide  path  through  our  holdings  there,  and  endangering  our 
property  and  buildings  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
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to  seek  new  quarters.  Largely  improved  '  land  holdings  have  l)cen 
secured,  and  it  is  positively  essential  that  fireproof  huildings  he  erected 
immediately  for  the  protection  and  care  of  our  orphans. 

You  will  appreciate,  of  course,  that  a  tax  of  $2.40  on  each  Mason 
in  California  is  not  felt  by  each  individual  member  of  the  Order,  as 
the  money  is  paid  by  the  Lodges  themselves.  This  tax,  however, 
sufficiently  depletes  the  treasury  of  each  Lodge  to  make  it  necessary 
that  something  be  done  to  materially  reduce  the  great  burden  of  taxa- 
tion now  borne  by  our  constituent  Lodges.  The  question  is,  How  can 
this  be  accomplished? 

We  cannot  reduce  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  annual 
per  capita  tax  of  50  cents  for  the  erection  of  buildings  will  be  necessary 
for  a  few  years,  or  until  such  time  as  we  have  fully  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  building  proper  structures  for  the 
protection  of  our  charges. 

Wherefore,  the  most  feasible  plan  for  taking  care  of  the  annual 
fund,  and  every  ]\lason  in  California  can  help  this  fund.  This  can  be 
accomplished,  not  by  the  immediate  contribution  of  cash,  though  that 
would  be  much  appreciated,  but  by  the  preparation  of  your  will,  remem- 
bering the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  with  such  amount  as  you  can 
afford,  having  consideration,  of  course,  for  your  own  family,  also. 

Every  man,  and  particularly  every  Mason,  should  prepare  his  will 
so  that  if  accident  or  illness  overtake  him  proper  disposition  can  be 
made  of  his  property,  in  accordance  with  his  own  desires.  It  is 
therefore  hoped  that  if  our  members  have  drawn  their  wills,  or  may 
do  so  in  the  immediate  future,  some  provision  will  be  made,  no  matter 
how  small  the  bequest  may  be.  for  the  MASONIC  HOMES  OF 
CALIFORNIA,  which  is  the  corporate  title  of  our  great  Masonic 
charity. 

Those  who  desire,  can,  by  the  payment  of  a  small  annual  charge, 
take  out  an  insurance  policy,  making  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California 
the  beneficiary.  This  Committee  has  no  interest  in  life  insurance 
companies  or  in  the  life  insurance  business,  and  any  member  of  our 
Fraternity  who  is  interested  in  the  issuance  of  an  insurance  policy  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Masonic  Homes,  may,  through  his  life  insurance  agent, 
ascertain  how  such  a  policy,  which  would  at  his  death  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  can  be  issued. 

There  is  no  greater  charity  in  California  than  the  Masonic  Homes, 
and  there  are  no  more  broad-minded  citizens  of  our  State  than  are 
the  Masons ;  but  to  interest  our  brethren,  and  to  have  them  understand 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  taxes  upon  Lodges,  by  the  building  up 
of  an  Endowment  Fund  income  which  will  be  ample  for  the  support  of 
the  Masonic  Homes,  is  a  very  serious  problem.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
intention  of  this  Committee  to  write,  at  intervals,  a  brief  resume  of 
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the  situation,  so  that  it  can  be  thoroughly  understood,  and  that  before 
many  years  the  Endowment  Fund  we  so  sadly  need  will  be  an  accom- 
plished fact,  and  the  tax  upon  our  Lodges  materially  reduced. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 
The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  as  follows: 

To  the  M.'.  IV-''  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  following  trial  records,  to  wit : 

No.  152— Honolulu  No.  409; 

No.  153— San  Diego  No.  35  ; 

No.  160— South  Gate  No.  320; 

No.  165— West  Lake  No.  392; 

No.  168— Bakersfield  No.  224; 

No.  169  and  170— Carquincz  Xo.  337; 

No.  171— Midway  No.  426; 

No.  172— Pentalpha  No.  202; 

No.  173— Humboldt  No.  79; 

No.  174— Ashlar  No.  306; 

No.  176— Hollenbeck  No.  319; 

No.  177— Eureka  No.  16; 

No.  178— Evergreen  No.  259; 

No.  181— Porterville  No.  303; 

No.  182— Hawaii  No.  21; 

No.  183— Burlingame  No.  400; 

No.  185 — La  Parfaite  Union  No.  17; 

No.  186— Laurel  No.  245; 

No.  187— South  Gate  No.  320; 
respectfully  reports  that  after  careful  examination  it  fmds  that  in 
each  of  the  cases  referred  to  there  was  at  least  a  substantial  compliance 
with  the  Constitution  and  Regulations  ;  that  in  those  cases  where  there 
was  a  failure  to  comply  strictly  with  the  law  and  with  the  procedure 
governing  trials,  the  error  in  no  way  prejudiced  tlie  rights  oi  the 
accused. 

In  none  of  the  cases  was  any  appeal  taken  and  in  every  instance 
substantial  justice  has  been  done.  The  committee  therefore  offers 
the  following  resolution  and  recommends  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  verdict  and  decision  in  each  of  the  cases  herein 
referred  to,  and  the  action  of  the  Lodge  thereon,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  approved  and  confirmed.  Chas.  Albert  Adams. 

George  L.  Jones, 
Walter  F.  Haas. 
Report  adopted.  Committee. 
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To  tJic  M .' .  ]]'.'.  Grand  Lodiic  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
Trial  Record  No.  LSO,  respectfully  reports  as  follows: 

The  record  in  this  case  is  typical  of  a  class  which  has  increased 
in  number  since  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
requiring  charges  to  be  brought  where  there  has  been  a  conviction 
in  the  State  or  Federal  Courts  of  a  crime  involving  moral  turpitude  ; 
and  although  we  are  not  disposed  to  interfere  with  the  judgment  in 
this  case  iov  the  reasons  hereinafter  given,  we  deem  it  proper  to  call 
attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  apparent  misconception  of  the 
effect  of  that  amendment  and  of  the  proper  proceedings  to  be  taken 
thereunder. 

The  law  prc^vides  that  "in  the  event  of  a  final  judgment  of  con- 
viction ...  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  Junior  Warden  ...  to 
prefer  charges  .  .  .  on  account  of  the  matters  involved  in  said  con- 
viction." 

The  charge,  it  will  he  noted  should  be — not  for  having  been  con- 
victed Imt  on  account  of  flic  matters  involved  in  the  conviction,  i.  e.. 
for  the  offense  conunitted  by  the  accused,  and  of  which  he  had  been 
convicted. 

Upon  the  trial  of  that  charge  the  record  of  the  conviction  in  the 
State  Court,  if  duly  authenticated,  may  be  properly  introduced  as 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  proof  of  the  charge.  Then  if  the  accused 
desires  to  introduce  evidence  in  his  own  behalf  he  may  do  so,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  he  has  been  convicted  in  the  State  Court. 
The  Commission  is  then  called  upon  to  decide  whether  or  not,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Commissioners,  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  offense 
charged.  If  no  testimony  at  all  is  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  accused 
the  Commission  of  course  has  no  discretion  in  the  matter  and  must 
find  a  verdict  of  "guilty." 

If  there  is  more  than  one  specification  to  the  charge  a  ballot  must 
be  had  upon  each  specification  ;  and  in  passing  it  may  be  said  that  it  is 
presumed  that  each  specification  by  itself  charges  a  Masonic  offense. 

Tn  this  case  the  accused  was  charged  in  three  specifications  as 
follows :     f'lrst,  that  on  or  about  tlie  I5th  day  of  July,  1914,  he  was 

charged  by  the  l^istrict  Attorney  of  the  County  of  ,  State  of 

California,  with  the  murder  of  one  ;  second,  that  between  the 

15th  and  25th  days  of  Fel)ruary.  1915,  he  was  tried  by  a  jury  and 
found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  ;  third,  that  on  or  about 

the  lOtli  day  of  March,  1915,  he  was  sentenced  by  Hon.  .  Judge 

of  the  Superior  Court  of  County,  State  of  California,  to  serve 

a  term  of  twcKe  _\ears  in  the  State  Penitentiary  of  California. 
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Tlie  first  spccillc:iti(^n,  wc  must  concede,  cliar,<>es  no  ^Fasonic  offense: 
and  we  assume  that  the  offense  with  wliich  it  was  intended  to  charge 
the  accused  was  not  of  liaving  1)een  convicted  and  sentenced,  but  of 
having  committed  tlic  crime  of  murder. 

The  accused  was  not  able  to  appear,  being  confined  in  San  Quentin, 
as  appears  in  the  record,  but  wrote  a  letter  stating  that  he  had  acted 
m  self  defense  and  still  hoped  to  get  a  new  trial  and  be  vindicated. 

The  evidence  introduced  in  support  of  the  charge  was  a  properly 
authenticated  copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  conviction  in  the  State  Court. 
No  ballot  was  taken  upon  any  of  the  specifications,  but  the  accused 
by  a  vote  of  six  to  two  was  found  guilty  on  the  charge  of  unmasonic 
conduct  and  was  expelled. 

Notwithstanding  the  defects  in  the  procedure  your  committee 
is  not  inclined  to  interfere  with  the  verdict  and  sentence  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons : 

The  offense  intended  to  be  charged  was  that  of  having  committed 
murder.  The  accused  was  in  no  way  misled  by  the  form  in  which  the 
charge  was  made.  A  properly  authenticated  record  of  his  conviction 
in  the  State  Court  was  presented  to  the  Commissioners ;  that  was 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  commission  of  the  offense  with  which  the 
accused  should  have  been  charged;  and  from  the  record  itself,  unaided 
by  any  extraneous  matters  or  statements,  we  ourselves  might  properly 
deduce  the  conclusion  that  the  accused  was  ginlty  of  murder.  We 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  verdict  and  sentence  of  the  Commission,  and 
the  action  of  the  Lodge,  in  the  matter  of  Trial  Record  No.  180,  be 
and  the  same  hereby  are  affirmed. 

Chas.  Albert  Adams, 
Walter  F.  Haas, 
George  L.  Jones, 
Report  adopted.  Committee. 

To  the  M.'.  IV.''  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
Trial  Record  No.  184,  respectfully  reports  as  follows : 

This  is  another  of  the  class  of  cases  referred  to  in  the  report 
on  Trial  Record  No.  180.  Here,  however,  the  defects  are  more  serious 
and  bring  us  very  close  to  the  point  beyond  which  we  ought  not  prop- 
erly go  to  sustain  a  judgment  notwithstanding  the  desire,  and  the  uni- 
versal practice,  at  least  in  recent  years,  of  this  committee  to  disregard 
defects  in  the  record  which  do  not  result  in  a  miscarriage  of  justice. 

In  this  record  there  were  four  specifications.  First,  unmasonic 
conduct;  second,  that  the  County  Attorney  of  did  charge  
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with   forgery  at  ;  third,  tliat  the  jury  duly  sworn  did  find  the 

said  guilty  as  charged  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  1915;  fourth,  that 

 is  now  serving  a  sentence  of  from  one  to  fourteen  years  at  the 

State  Prison  at  . 

The  only  evidence  introduced  to  su1)stantiate  the  charge  was  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"We,  the  jur}-,  duly  sworn  and  impaneled  to  try  the  al)ove  entitled 

cause,  for  our  verdict  say  that  we  find  the  defendant  guilty  as 

charged.   Foreman."  and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  a  Lodge 

in  Idaho,  who  forwarded  the  copy  of  the  verdict,  stating  that  the  com- 
mitment went  with  the  official  who  took  the  accused  to  the  penitentiary, 
and  tliat  he  knew  that  the  accused  was  then  serving  his  sentence  in 
prison. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  first  place  a  copy  of  a  verdict  of  the 
jury  is  not  a  record  of  the  judiiiiiciit  of  conviction.  Furthermore  the 
nature  of  the  crime  of  whicli  the  defendant  was  found  guilty  nowhere 
appears  in  this  verdict.  The  verdict  is  "guilty  as  charged."  The 
ofifense  charged  would  appear  in  the  judi^ntcnt,  but  that  was  not  pre- 
sented to  the  Commissioners,  so  that  strictly  speaking  there  was  no 
proof  even  as  to  the  third  specification  which  was  that  the  jury  found 
the  accused  guilty  of  the  charge  of  forgery. 

If  there  were  nothing  in  the  record  other  than  the  evidence  pre- 
sented on  behalf  of  the  accuser,  we  would  be  compelled  to  recommend 
a  reversal.  It  appears,  however,  that  in  answer  to  the  charge  and  speci- 
fications, the  accused  wrote  a  letter  which  was  before  the  Commission 
in  which,  after  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  complaint, 
he  stated  :  "As  for  myself  I  do  not  care  to  offer  even  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances, but  I  do  wish  to  say  this  :  I  and  I  alone  am  the  master 
of  my  own  destiny  and  am  bound  to  suffer  or  benefit  by  my  actions.  I 
(lelil)erately  and  after  careful  thought  made  my  choice,  and  am  not 
permitted  and  cannot  give  reasons  for  my  actions  until  the  release  from 
this  institution." 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  tantamount  to  a  plea 
of  guilty,  and  it  is  upon  this  plea  and  not  upon  the  testimony  sub- 
mitted, and  upon  the  assumption  that  the  accused  has  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  charge  and  specification  that  we  approve  the  verdict  and  decision 
and  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  verdict  and  sentence  of  the  Commission  and 
the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  the  matter  of  Trial  Record  No.  184  be  and 
the  same  hereby  are  affirmed.  Ch.as.  Albert  Adams, 

Walter  F.  Haas, 
George  L.  Jones. 

Adopted.  Committee. 
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To  tlic  M-'-  ]V-' ■  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Coniniittce  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
Trial  Record  No.  179,  rcspectfnll}'  reports  as  follows: 

Again  we  have  the  accused  charged  not  with  the  commission  of 
the  offense,  hut  of  having  been  convicted. 

There  are  three  specifications.  First,  that  on  or  al^out  the  16th  da\- 
of  July,  1914,  he  was  charged  by  the  District  Attorney  of  the  County 

of  ,  State  of  California,  with  cheating  and  defrauding  out  of 

money  and  property ;  second,  that  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  March, 
1915,  he  was  tried  by  a  jury  and  found  guilty  as  charged;  third,  that 
on  or  about  the  20'th  day  of  March,  1915,  he  was  sentenced  by  Hon. 

 ,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  County,  to  a  term  of  two 

years  in  the  state  penitentiary. 

The  only  evidence  introduced  was  an  unauthenticated  copy  of  the 
information  filed  by  the  District  Attorney.  A  statement  was  made  in 
the  charge  that  the  finding  of  the  jury  and  the  sentence  of  the  Court 
were  not  available,  as  the  case  was  at  the  time  on  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  California. 

The  fact  that  the  case  was  on  appeal  would  not  have  precluded 
the  accuser  from  obtaining"  an  authenticated  record  of  the  judgment  of 
conviction ;  but  if  it  he  true,  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  that  an  appeal  had 
been  taken,  the  accused  could  not  have  been  properly  found  guilty  in 
the  absence  of  ether  evidence  of  the  commission  of  the  offense,  upon 
the  production  of  even  a  properly  authenticated  record  of  his  convic- 
tion in  the  State  Court — the  judgment  not  being  final ;  and  the  wisdom 
of  such  a  rule  must  be  obtrusively  apparent. 

If  other  than  a  final  judgment  of  conviction  were  admitted  as 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  commission  of  an  offense  it  might  well 
happen  that  after  his  conviction  at  his  Masonic  trial  the  judgment  of 
conviction  in  the  State  Court  would  be  set  aside  in  the  Appellate  Court, 
a  new  trial  granted  and  the  defendant  subsequently  acquitted.  Wc 
would  thus  be  placed  in  the  extraordinary  position  of  having  expelled 
from  the  fraternity  a  man  who  had  been  charged  with  an  offense  of 
which  he  had  been  acquitted  by  a  jury,  and  without  having  heard  a 
scintilla  of  evidence  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  charge  made  against 
him. 

In  this  case  there  was  not  even  any  testimony  of  any  sort  tending 
to  show,  in  the  remotest  degree,  that  the  accused  had  ever  been  con- 
victed. No  ballot  was  taken  upon  the  specifications,  but  had  a  ballot 
been  taken  upon  the  specifications,  as  of  course  should  have  been  done, 
the  accused  could  not  have  been  properly  found  guilty  of  either  the 
second  or  third  specifications,  that  is  of  his  trial,  conviction  and  sen- 
tence, because  the  only  evidence  before  the  commission  was  in  support 
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of  the  first  specificarion — that  is,  that  he  had  been  charged  by  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney. 

We  may  assume  tliat  he  liad  been  convicted;  that  an  appeal  had 
been  taken  and  that  the  judgment  of  conviction  had  been  affirmed;  but 
there  was  no  evidence  of  that  before  the  commission,  nor  is  there  any 
record  before  us  to  warrant  such  an  assumption. 

We  may  as  individuals  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the  fact  that  a 
certain  man  has  lieen  convicted  of  a  certain  crime  and  is  incarcerated 
in  a  penal  institution.  That  knowledge  may  have  been  gained  from 
the  published  account  in  a  newspaper  of  the  trial  and  conviction,  and 
Vv-e  may  be  willing  to,  and  may  perhaps  safely,  predicate  our  actions  as 
to  our  own  private  affairs  upon  the  knowledge  thus  gained,  but  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  review  the  proceedings  of  a  trial  of  a  Mason  we 
are  l:!Ound  l)y  the  reqinrements  of  the  constitution  solemnly  enacted  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  individual. 

To  affirm  the  decision  in  such  a  case  as  this  would  be  in  effect  to 
deny  the  accused  his  right  to  a  trial.  It  would  l)e  far  worse  than  to 
expel  him,  as  has  been  suggested,  upon  the  filing  with  the  Secretary  of 
his  Lodge  of  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  judgment  of  conviction  in  a 
State  Court,  because  in  that  case  there  would  be  at  least  legal  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  convicted.  As  was  said  by  the  Grand 
Master  witli  reference  to  the  recommendation  to  declare  expelled  a 
member  who  might  have  confessed  to  the  commission  of  a  felony: 
"Certainty  and  surety  in  the  administration  of  justice  and  in  the  inflic- 
tion of  penalties  are  more  to  be  desired  than  mere  summariness." 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  verdict  and  sentence  of  the  commission  and 
the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  the  matter  of  Trial  Record  No.  179  be  and 
the  same  hereby  are  reversed,  and  the  case  is  remanded  for  a  new 
trial.  Chas.  Albert  Adams, 

Walter  F.  Haas, 
George  L.  Jones, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  case  remanded  for  a 
new  trial. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 
Past  Grand  Master  William  P.  Filmer,  Chairman  of  the 
Special  Committee  to  which  had  been  referred  the  Hender- 
son resolutions,  reported  as  follows: 

M.'.  J!'.'.  Grand  Master  and  BretJireii  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

Your  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolutions  (numbers 
one  and  two)  introduced  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Orrin  S.  Hen- 
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dcrson,  and  also  the  resolution  introduced  l)y  Brother  Fred  Doerr,  all 
relating  to  the  writing,  signing  with  Masonic  titles,  publication,  pro- 
mulgation and  circulation  of  a  report  or  opinion  of  the  purported  ritual 
or  secret  work  of  a  certain  non-Masonic  organization,  by  i\fost  Wor- 
shipful Motley  Hewes  Flint,  Most  Worshipful  Dana  Reid  Weller, 
Right  Worshipful  William  Rhodes  Herxey,  Worshipful  Samuel  F. 
Burke,  and  Worshipful  William  Kettner,  all  officers  or  Past  officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  and  the  publicity  aroused  and  discus- 
sion provoked  throughout  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  by  such  action,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

There  were  summoned  l:)efore  the  committee,  in  executive  session. 
Brothers  Hervey,  Weller.  Flint,  Burke  and  Kettner,  who  were  each 
requested  to  state  frankly  and  fairly  to  the  committee  his  particular 
connection  with  the  episode  which  has  threatened  to  disturb  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  craft  in  this  Jurisdiction.  These  brethren  complied 
with  our  request,  and  we  believe  withheld  nothing  from  us.  There 
were  also  summoned  and  appeared  before  the  committee  Brothers  Hen- 
derson, Doerr,  Lowe,  Giffin  and  Bean. 

Certain  documentary  evidence,  consisting  of  newspaper  clippings, 
marked  paragraphs  in  various  publications,  and  pamphlets,  were  also 
submitted  to  the  committee  for  examination  and  consideration. 

As  a  result  of  our  labors  we  have  arrived  at  several  definite  con- 
clusions concerning  this  most  unfortunate  happening.    We  believe  : 

First,  that  no  ulterior  motive  actuated  any  one  of  the  participants 
in  the  matter;  that  there  was  n.o  intent  to  deljase  or  to  stultify  our  own 
Fraternity  or  to  extol  and  exalt  another  organization. 

Secondly,  we  emphatically  declare  that  the  statement  that  the 
brethren  concerned  in  the  publications  complained  of,  or  some  of  them, 
or  any  of  them,  received  large,  or  any,  sums  of  money  as  a  direct  reward 
for  their  work,  is  a  cruel  and  vicious  slander,  so  improbable  that  to 
state  the  same  with  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  men  involved  is 
sufficient  refutation. 

Thirdly,  we  are  satisfied  that  political  preferment  did  not  suggest 
the  action  taken,  or  enter  in  any  way  into  what  was  done  in  the  mat- 
ter. We  do  not  find  any  sufficient  justification  for  the  accusation  made 
in  this  connection  that  any  financial  institution  in  Los  Angeles  expected 
to,  or  did,  profit  thereby. 

Fourthly,  we  find  that  Worshipful  William  Kettner  introduced 
said  document  in  Congress  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  its  having 
been  authorized  by  the  Masons  of  California,  and  that  the  wide  circu- 
lation of  the  document  after  its  introduction  into  the  Congressional 
Record  was  under  the  frank  of  members  of  Congress  other  than  Brother 
Kettner. 
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111  the  face  of  llicso  rindintis,  liowcNcr.  \vc  arc  ff)rcc(l  to  other  as 
(leliiiite  and  coiitrollin!^-  eonchisi(Mis  in  tlic  matter.  The  incHxichial  mem- 
Ikts  of  the  committee  are  famihar  with  what  has  appeared  in  the  public 
veeuhir  press  of  tlie  country,  and  in  Masonic  pul)hcations  during  the 
year  past  in  re.uard  to  this  matter,  and  the  extent  to  wdiich  the  unfor- 
tunate and  ill-ad\iscd  action  of  our  AFasonic  brethren  has  been  used 
to  unduly  exalt  and  magnify  an  organization  in  no  way  connected  with 
^lasonry— an  organization  which  many  members  of  the  craft  consider 
liostilc  to  the  l)cst  interests  of  our  Order.  Cumulative  evidence  of  the 
cliagrin.  almost  to  sorrow,  and  the  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  members 
of  the  craft  in  tliis  ('.rand  Jurisdiction  over  tlie  action  of  these  brethren 
has  been  furnished  by  the  outspoken  remarks  of  the  members  of  this 
Grand  Body,  within  the  walls  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  anterooms, 
and  even  on  tlie  streets  of  this  city.  Testimony  before  the  committee 
gave  indications  of  a  w^idespread  and  intense  feeling  on  the  subject 
throughout  the  Jurisdiction.  Your  committee  feels  that  the  action  of 
our  brethren  was  unfortunate  and  ill-advised,  and  that  the  temper  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  demands,  and  the  occasion  calls  for  an  emphatic  and 
unanimous  protest  against  this  sort  of  thing.  Not  only  should  this 
(irand  llody  register  a  \-igorous  disai)pro\-al  of  what  has  been  done  in 
tlie  present  instance  in  tlie  issuance  and  publication  of  the  questionable 
documents  ccMiiplained  of,  1)Ut  it  should  post  a  sign  of  warning,  so  plain 
tliat  "he  wlio  runs  may  read,"  in  order  that  there  be  no  similar  ofTense 
in  the  future. 

Your  committee  is  not  in  sympathy,  however,  with  the  drastic  pro- 
visions of  the  resolutions  of  ]\Iost  Worshipful  Brother  Henderson. 
What  has  been  done  has  1)een  done.  What  shall  transpire  wdthin  these 
walls  is  not  matter  that  should  1)e  scattered  broadcast  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  No  public  disavowal,  beyond  our  own  precincts,  or  publicity 
ou.tside  of  regular  Masonic  channels,  by  any  one  connected  with  this 
transaction  is  required  or  should  be  demanded.  The  world  without, 
particularly  any  sect  or  organization,  should  not  be  afforded  the  satis- 
faction of  rejoicing  at  the  humiliation  of  members  of  the  craft,  or 
rejoicing  at  the  situation  in  which  this  Grand  Body  finds  itself. 

Your  committee  believes  and  recommends  that  the  disavowals  of 
ulterior  purpose,  personal  or  indirect  pecuniary  profit,  and  of  any  intent 
to  improperly  use  Masonic  names  and  titles  which  the  brethren  involved 
have  made  in  committee,  and  which  statements  they  are  prepared  to 
make  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  heard  and  accepted 
by  this  Grand  Body  without  further  requirement. 

Your  eommiltee  further  recommends  that  the  fullest  ojjportunity 
be  afforded  for  a  complete  hearing  of  this  important  matter  l)y  the 
Grand  Lodge,  tliat  the  participation  of  each  brother  may  be  fully  ex- 
plained ;  that  all  doul:)ts  and  misgivings  may  be  w'iped  away,  to  the 
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end  that  when  such  shall  have  ])c'cn  done  the  incident  may  be  considered 
closed,  and  peace  and  liarniony  shall  i^-exail  here,  and  the  pure  feelings 
of  brotherly  love  may  accompany  each  one  of  us  to  our  homes. 

Finally,  in  keeping  with  these  hndings,  we  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  resolutions  and  move  their  adoption  : 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  AI.  of  California  has  heard 
through  the  report  of  its  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  by 
personal  word  and  explanation  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
entire  connection  of  Most  Worshipful  Motley  Hewes  Flint,  Dana  Reid 
Weller,  Right  Worshipful  William 'Rhodes  Hervey,  Worshipful  Samuel 
E.  Burke  and  Worshipful  William  Kettner,  with  the  writing,  signing 
with  Masonic  titles,  publication,  promulgation  and  circulation  of  a 
report  or  opinion  of  the  purported  ritual  or  secret  work  of  a  certain 
non-Masonic  organization ;  and 

Whereas,  Such  report  and  personal  explanation  justifies  the  con- 
clusion reached  by  said  committee  that  such  action  while  unfortunate 
and  ill-advised,  was  not  actuated  by  ulterior  motive  or  intent,  pecuniary 
reward,  or  hope  of  political  preferment ;  and 

Whereas,  The  action  of  such  self-appointed  committee  was  with- 
out authority  of,  or  sanction  l)y,  this  Grand  Body  or  any  other  Masonic 
body,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  of  California  does 
hereby  most  emphatically  disavow  and  repudiate  any  connection  with, 
authority  for,  or  relation,  to  the  aforesaid  action  by  the  brethren  named, 
and  particularly  does  this  Grand  Body  regard  the  u?t  of  Masonic  names 
and  titles  by  these  brethren,  in  this  connection,  as  a  serious  mistake. 

Resolved,  ftirther,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.  of  California,  that  no  Mason  should,  while  describing  himself  as 
a  Mason,  or  directing  attention  to  his  Masonic  affiliations,  or  while 
using  any  title  of  a  past  or  present  officer  of  any  Masonic  Body, 
indorse,  or  appear  to  indorse,  any  organization,  sect  or  body  of  men 
not  recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  or  indorse,  or  approve,  or  criti- 
cise, or  condemn,  or  in  any  way  bear  witness  for  or  against,  the  ritual, 
or  practices,  or  purposes,  of  any  such  organization,  sect,  or  body  of 
"len.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  p.  Fjlmer. 
Edward  H.  Hart, 
William  H.  Waste, 
J.  H.  Stephens, 
H.  J.  Owen, 

The  report  was  adopted.  Committee. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  2:30  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 
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Thursday,  October  14.  1915. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  2:30  o'clock,  the 
Grand  Master  presiding. 

This  being  the  hour  fixed  for  the  delivery  of  the  Annual 
Oration,  \\^irshipful  ^latt  S.  Hughes  addressed  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  follows : 

A  TRIAD  OF  MASONIC  IDEALS. 
Most  U'orshipfiil  Crand  Master,  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

At  ii'wvn  point  in  time  three  ages  meet — the  age  that  is  dead, 
the  age  that  is  li\ing,  and  the  age  that  is  unborn.  The  first  age  is  the 
reahn  of  history;  the  second  is  the  field  of  achievement;  the  third  is 
the  territory  of  ideals.  Any  institution  that  has  gone  any  distance 
lieyond  its  l)eginnings  finds  itself  related  to  each  of  these  three  ages;  and 
these  relations  exist  for  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  under  whose 
auspices  we  meet  in  annual  session. 

Corresponding  to  these  three  institutional  aspects,  are  certain  types 
of  mind.  There  are  those  for  whom  the  past  of  Freemasonry  has 
peculiar  fascination.  The  antiquarian  here  finds  a  field  rich  in  treasure. 
The  explorations  in  this  region  have  been  richly  productive  ;  the  results 
ha\r  been  embodied  in  a  great  and  growing  literature;  they  are  acces- 
sil)le  upon  the  shelves  of  our  libraries.  There  are  others  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  present  activities  of  our  Order.  They  sustain  its  routine 
work ;  they  fill  its  official  positions  ;  they  direct  its  philanthropic  enter- 
prises ;  they  serve  all  its  immediate  and  varied  purposes.  Then,  there 
are  among  us  men  of  vision,  whose  eyes  are  to  the  future.  They  are 
the  prophets  of  the  new  order ;  the  pioneers  of  the  unknown  years. 
They  see  the  great  fraternity,  not  as  it  has  been  and  not  as  it  is,  but 
as  it  ought  to  be  and  as  it  may  be.  Beyond  the  historical  past,  and 
l)eyond  the  practical  present,  these  seers  glimpse  the  possible  future. 

Tlie  spokesman  of  such  an  occasion  as  this  hears  a  challenge  from 
each  of  these  three  sources  ;  and,  by  reason  of  limitation  of  time  and 
sense  of  fitness,  must  make  his  choice  of  theme.  That  choice  has  been 
made  by  your  speaker  after  due  deliberation.  He  has  chosen  to  speak 
on  certain  Masonic  ideals.  In  making  that  choice,  it  has  liecn  taken 
into  account  that  the  function  of  the  orator  is  not  that  of  the  secretary 
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or  the  historian — they  make  record  of  that  which  has  been  done  or 
undone.  Neither  is  it  the  task  of  the  orator  to  conline  himself  to  ritual 
utterance,  routine  work,  or  constitutional  limits.  He  has  a  liberty  be- 
yond all  these  restraints,  and  by  his  speech  he  may  change  or  confirm 
ritual  and  service  and  constitution. 

Another  consideration  dictating  this  choice  of  subject  has  been 
the  fact  that  the  past  of  our  Order  has  been  embalmed  in  a  literature, 
accessible  to  all  students,  and  the  speaker  has  no  fresh  contribution  to 
make  to  such  Masonic  lore.  He  has  also  been  mindful  in  choosing  his 
subject  that  this  annual  communication  is  a  time  of  making  and  receiv- 
ing reports.  He  could  expect  to  add  nothing  worth  while  to  the  clear 
and  comprehensive  resume  of  present  activities  and  existing  conditions 
contained  in  the  annual  address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
supplemented  as  it  has  been  by  the  reports  of  the  other  Grand  Officers. 

There  is  still  another  point  of  view.  No  institution  can  live  by 
history  alone.  Decay  has  alread}'  begun  when  any  institutional  suc- 
cession is  content  with  the  borrowed  splendor  of  ancient  glory.  It 
was  a  true,  as  well  as  witty,  saying  that  any  man  who  has  nothing- 
better  wherewith  to  commend  himself  than  pride  of  ancestry,  is  like  a 
potato — the  best  part  of  him  is  under  ground.  We  shall  not  yield  our 
minds  to  the  deadly  heresy  that  the  best  of  Freemasonry  is  written  in 
dusty  volumes  or  buried  in  ancient  tombs.  It  is  also  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  no  man  does  his  best  work  in  the  present,  unless  he  is 
inspired  and  sustained  by  a  vision  of  the  future.  This  vital  truth  has 
been  illustrated  on  a  magnificent  scale  by  the  fortunes  of  the  people  of 
the  Yellow  Empire.  With  an  education  consisting  mainly  in  the  memor- 
izing of  the  writings  of  the  sages  of  the  past ;  with  a  religion  calling 
for  the  worship  of  ancestors ;  and  with  a  code  of  ethics  largely  lacking 
in  the  vitalizing  element  of  a  profound  belief  in  immortality ;  that  great 
people  for  centuries  lagged  behind  the  world  procession.  They  have 
only  wakened  from  the  stupor  of  centuries  as  they  have  come  into  con- 
tact with  progressive  races  and  have  been  given  the  vision  of  a  great 
future.  So  a  Mason  may  l)e  letter-perfect  in  the  ritual ;  may  be  able  to 
fill  any  chair  in  the  Lodge ;  and  may  perform  all  prescribed  duties  with 
the  precision  of  a  piece  of  perfect  mechanism  ;  but  if  he  has  no  vision 
he  lacks  the  soul  of  a  true  Mason. 

P'or  all  these  reasons,  the  speaker  has  had  the  conviction  that  the 
demands  of  the  hour  called  him  away  from  the  past,  and  away  from  the 
present,  into  the  limitless  field  of  Masonic  possibilities.  The  blindest 
and  most  devoted  lover  of  our  fraternity  would  scarcely  claim  for  it  a 
flawless  past  or  a  perfect  present.  That  means  there  is  room  for  im- 
provement and  reason  for  advancement.  Our  theme  does  not  call  for 
the  discussion  of  anything  revolutionary.  The  ideals  are  those  of 
Masonry  and  the  most  conservative  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  will 
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recognize  them  as  ancient  landmarks.  The  discussion  will  also  empha- 
size the  practical  value  of  the  ideal ;  for  it  will  have  to  do  with  elements 
as  matter-of-fact  as  those  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  And  now,  after  this  somewhat  lengthy  preparatory  parley 
on  the  outside,  we  are  ready  to  approach  our  subject  proper. 

THE  IDEAL  OF  QUALITY. 

Our  first  Masonic  ideal  is  that  of  quality — of  quality  as  related  to 
membership.  It  is  of  first  importance  in  every  particular.  One  of  the 
cook  books  of  a  past  generation  had  a  recipe  for  cooking  rabbits.  The 
first  direction  was :  "Get  your  rabbit !"  The  recipe  for  a  Masonic 
Lodge  calls  for  the  getting  of  men  ;  and,  not  only  so,  but  the  getting 
of  men  of  a  certain  quality.  The  paramount  importance  of  this  ideal 
may  well  be  enq)hasi/e(l  by  calling  attention  to  certain  indubitable  facts: 

In  the  hrst  place.  Freemasonry  is  not  an  association  of  the  average. 
It  contemplates  a  body  of  picked  men;  it  demands  certain  distinctive 
qualifications  of  those  who  seek  its  fellowship;  it  insists  that  those 
vvdio  are  admitted  to  its  mysteries  shall  be  worthy  and  well  qualified  ;  it 
inquires  whether  those  wlio  stand  at  its  doors  are  in  harmony  with  its 
honored  past,  its  accepted  principles,  and  its  defined  purposes.  You 
could  not  make  a  Masonic  Lodge  out  of  the  first  one  hundred  men 
you  might  pick  up  on  the  street.  That  is  the  reason  our  doors  are  so 
jealousl}-  guarded;  tliat  is  the  reason  candidates  must  be  vouched  for 
1)}-  those  who  ha\e  themselves  stood  our  tests;  that  is  the  reason  those 
who  join  us  must  take  such  solemn  obligations.  No  other  human 
organization  is  intended  to  pay  greater  attention  to  its  membership 
quality;  no  other  organization  depends  more  for  its  standing  and  in- 
fluence in  the  community  upon  the  quality  of  its  membership. 

A  second  reason  for  this  emphasis  on  quality  is,  that  no  institution 
is  any  better  than  the  material  out  of  which  it  is  built.  The  weakness 
of  many  existing  organizations  is  that  their  specifications  call  for  marble 
while  the  material  furnished  for  the  building  is  only  mud.  If  the 
Masonic  Order  stands  out  as  one  of  the  great  institutions  of  our  civiliza- 
tions ;  if  it  exercises  an  influence  on  the  social  order  far  beyond  its  mere 
numerical  strength ;  the  only  reason  is  that  it  is  an  association  of 
superior  men.  In  other  words,  the  efficiency  of  Masonry  depends  upon 
the  quality  of  those  who  are  recognized  as  Masons.  The  point  needs 
no  laboring. 

Still  another  reason  for  regarding  this  matter  of  quality  as  of 
paramount  importance  is  that  every  other  interest  of  the  Masonic  Order 
depends  upon  it.  It  belongs  to  our  fraternity  to  guard  its  ancient  land- 
marks. But  what  do  men  who  lack  Masonic  character  and  Masonic 
spirit  care  for  ancient  landmarks?  In  the  keeping  of  many  men  our 
priceless  heritage  is  not  an  inspiration  and  an  honor  ;  it  is  a  contrast 
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and  a  rcproacli.  Tt  1)elongs  to  Masonry  to  exemplify  certain  i2,reat 
{)rinciple.s  in  life.  lUit  we  need  to  remember  that  prinei])les  are  only 
safe  in  the  keeping  of  men  of  principle.  That  is  a  lesson  writ  large 
on  the  pages  of  our  history.  It  belongs  to  Masonry  to  further  certain 
great  purposes.  Those  purposes  are  unselfish  and  humanitarian.  I  am 
not  mistaken  when  I  say  that  the  true  Mason  will  ask  :  "What  can  I 
do?"    The  spurious  Mason  will  always  be  asking:    "What  can  I  get?" 

The  ties  of  brotherhood  are  so  close  in  Masonry  that  every  oppor- 
tunity and  inducement  is  offered  to  the  man  of  mercenary  spirit  who 
would  prostitute  it  to  personal  uses.  The  result  is  that  nearly  every 
Lodge  has  those  who  are  continually  calling  upon  their  brethren  to 
turn  their  grindstones.  There  are  those  who  capitalize  their  member- 
ship for  business  purposes  ;  there  are  those  who  capitalize  their  Masonic 
affiliations  for  political  ends.  Such  persons  are  the  pan-handlers  of 
Masonry.  Whenever  public-spirited  citizens  in  a  community  begin  to 
shake  their  heads  and  say  it  will  be  hard  to  defeat  an  office-holding 
barnacle  because  of  his  fraternal  support,  it  is  high  time  for  those  who 
love  the  Order  to  sit  up  and  begin  to  take  notice.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  hallmark  of  excellence  is  being  erased  from  the  Lodge  door. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted,  in  this  connection,  that  there  are  certain 
tendencies  of  our  times  which  affect  the  whole  social  order.  They  are 
atmospheric  in  their  prevalance  and  no  one  of  us  is  wholly  immune 
from  their  influence.  One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  such  a 
tendency  may  be  found  in  what  may  be  termed  the  great  American 
fallacy  of  numbers.  We  are  everywhere  suffering  from  a  craze  for 
numerical  strength.  We  gloat  over  the  census  returns  once  in  ten 
years  when  they  announce  our  growing  millions.  The  newspapers  of 
every  little  town  beat  the  tom-tom  and  our  metropolitan  dailies  sound 
the  hewgag  over  an  increase  of  population.  A  distinguished  ex-president 
of  the  United  States  shows  his  teeth  against  race  suicide,  as  if  what  we 
need  above  all  things  is  numbers.  Even  our  churches  are  tainted.  If 
one  of  the  great  denominations  shows  a  falling  off  in  the  usual  rate 
of  increase  for  a  single  year,  at  once  there  is  heard  the  sound  of  lament- 
ation like  unto  the  chant  of  resurrected  Jeremiahs.  Ministers  are  some- 
times rated  by  their  ability  to  draw  crowds,  without  any  reference  to 
the  methods  by  which  they  draw  them,  or  what  they  do  wdth  them  after 
they  get  them. 

Now  all  this  sort  of  thing  is  simply  a  species  of  lunacy.  Anyone 
with  sufficient  intelligence  to  raise  an  umbrella  under  proper  condi- 
tions, ought  to  know  that  there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Republic  that  could 
not  lose  a  certain  part  of  its  population  to  its  tremendous  advantage. 
In  fact,  we  pay  enormous  sums  of  money  for  the  operation  of  cumbrous 
machinery  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  rid,  temporarily  or  perma- 
nently, of  some  units  of  our  population  that  are  counted  by  the  census- 
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inker.  There  is  not  a  clnireli  in  ihis  conntry,  in  all  probabilit}-,  that 
would  not  be  better  off  l)y  reason  of  a  few  lirst-elass  funerals.  And 
there  are  Masonie  Lodges,  not  a  few.  whose  (|uality  would  be  vastly 
miprovcd,  if.  instead  of  ])reparing  elasses  to  get  in,  they  could  devote 
some  time  to  preparing  a  class  or  two  to  get  out.  We  Americans,  in 
state,  church,  and  in  fraternal  orders,  need  quick  recovery  from  the 
insanit>'  of  numbers. 

This  whole  tendency  is  against  the  Masonic  ideal  of  quality.  One 
does  not  need  to  seek  afar  the  symptoms  of  this  common  craze  in 
Masonic  Lodges.  Whenever  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  in  answer  to  your 
inquiry  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  tells  you  with  pride  of  the 
phenomenal  number  of  candidates  reciived  under  his  administration, 
you  will  hnd  yourself  face  to  face  with  a  moon-struck  l^rother.  And 
some  of  our  f raters  have  sufi-ered  such  violent  attacks  that  one  feels 
as  if  he  ought  to  ask  for  a  writ  of  dc  hiiiatico  inqitircndo.  Another 
acute  symptom  of  the  distemper  is  found  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  Lodge.  It  comes  to  be  regarded  as  nothing  better  than  a  degree 
factory.  Members  get  the  idea  there  is  nothing  doing  unless  there  are 
degrees  to  be  conferred.  I'he  good  old  call,  hallowed  by  the  years, 
for  anything  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  is  not  the  signal  for  suggestions, 
motions,  discussions  and  appointment  of  committees.  The  Lodges  that 
put  their  whole  empliasis  on  the  work  of  initiation,  are  those  com- 
plaining of  lack  of  attendance  and  getting  up  kitchen  revivals  to  warm 
up  the  brethren  of  the  craft. 

The  whole  matter,  with  all  its  symptoms  and  all  its  effects,  goes 
back  in  the  last  analysis  to  the  primary  problem  of  quality.  We  need 
to  be  more  careful  in  the  choice  of  material  and  we  need  more  care  for 
the  material  ,ifter  it  has  been  chosen.  Of  a  certain  sort  of  members  it 
may  l)e  said,  as  of  fleas  and  boils,  the  more  you  have  of  them  the  worse 
off  you  are.  Better  a  small  Lodge  of  quality  than  a  great  aggregation 
whose  Masonry  has  been  largely  furnished  by  the  jeweler.  Increasingly 
our  emphasis  sliould  l^e  placed  on  the  matter  of  quality. 

THE  J  DEAL  ()!•  KNOWLEDGE. 

Our  second  Masonic  ideal  is  that  of  knowledge.  One  'of  the  ends 
of  Masonry  is  light;  and  light  is  synonymous  with  intelligence.  The 
man  who  travels  the  highway  from  the  West  to  the  East  is  a  seeker  after 
light.  The  implication  is  that  Masonry  has  an  educational  function, 
a.nd  that  every  Lodge  ought  to  be  a  school  of  instruction  with  a  cur- 
riculum covering  the  theory  and  practice  of  brotherhood.  This  educa- 
tional function  of  Masonry  ought  to  have  in  view  both  the  individual 
member  and  the  world  at  large. 

It  is  a  necessity  if  we  are  to  have  a  Masonically  intelligent  member- 
ship.   It  goes  without  saying  that  no  man  ever  grasped  the  full  signiti- 
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cance  of  the  principles  of  ATasonry  simply  l)y  recei\in,<4  ihe  de.^rees. 
In  the  first  place,  a  great  deal  of  onr  ritual  work  has  come  to  vis  from 
the  past.  AUicii  of  it,  therefore,  needs  translation  l)ecause  of  terms 
that  are  obsolete,  and  interpretation  l)ecause  of  forms  that  are  archaic. 
Jn  the  next  place,  there  is  much  that  is  symbolical ;  and  symbols,  such  as 
those  employed  by  Masonry,  need  more  than  the  passing  explanation 
given  in  two  or  three  l^rief  lectures.  Again,  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  degrees  are  received  are  not  conducive  to  clearness  and 
continuity  of  thought.  And,  finally,  many  Lodges  are  all  too  lax  in 
conferring  degrees  without  even  the  superficial  preparation  reciuired 
by  Masonic  usage.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  every  Lodge 
should  be  a  school  of  instruction  on  the  suliject  of  Masonic  spirit  and 
methods. 

The  results  of  our  failure  in  this  respect  are  manifest.  The  first 
outcome  is  what  may  be  called  Masonic  illiteracy.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  there  are  a  great  many  who  have  received  our  degrees 
who  have  no  clear  idea  as  to  what  a  Mason  actually  is.  If  they  were 
lield  up  at  the  point  of  a  gun  some  night  with  the  demand  :  "A  definition 
of  a  Mason,  or  your  life  !"  they  would  be  likely  to  turn  up  in  heaven 
or  some  other  place  at  breakfast  time.  The  current  notions  about  our 
Order  sometimes  remind  one  of  the  famous  college  definition  of  a  lob- 
ster. A  freshman  was  asked  by  the  professor  of  natural  history  to 
define  a  lobster.  He  gravely  replied  that  a  lobster  is  a  red  fish  that 
walks  backward.  The  professor  said  it  was  a  most  excellent  definition 
with  some  trifling  exceptions.  In  the  first  place,  a  lobster  is  not  a  fish  ; 
in  the  second  place,  it  is  not  red  ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  it  does  not 
walk  backward.  Otherwise,  he  said,  the  freshman  had  given  a  good 
definition. 

Now,  Masonry  either  stands  for  something  definite,  or  it  does  not. 
If  it  does  mean  anything  definite  and  distinctive,  then  every  member  of  a 
Lodge  should  have  clear  ideas  on  the  subject.  That  desirable  end  can 
only  be  accomplished  by  making  every  Lodge  a  school  of  instruction, 
and  having  intelligence,  as  one  of  our  Masonic  ideals,  kept  constantly 
in  view.  Even  our  fundamental  principles  need  interpretation.  It  is  a 
commonplace,  for  example,  to  say  that  Masonry  means  brotherhood. 
But  at  once  a  score  of  questions  are  suggested  to  the  inquisitive  mind  : 
What  kind  of  brotherhood?  What  is  brotherhood?  What  does  Masonic 
brotherhood  imply?  What  are  the  obligations  of  Masonic  brotherhood 
L'uder  specific  circumstances?  Wliat  is  the  relation  of  the  brotherhood 
lo  those  who  do  not  belong?  The  intelligent  Mason  ought,  at  the  very 
Icasr,  to  be  able  to  give  answers  to  such  elementary  questions. 

When  we  remember  that  the  man  who  comes  into  Masonry  takes 
up  a  life  work,  the  necessity  for  the  educational  function  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  appears  even  more  imperative.     Brotherhood  is  a  profession, 
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foniprisin^  l)()tli  a  science  and  an  art  ;  l)nt  wlio  accjuircs  a  profession 
in  the  conferrin.u  of  three  des^rees  on  tliree  evenings,  toj^ether  with 
the  mcniori/int;  of  a  few  jjara.i^raphs  of  a  ritual  service,  and  the  hear- 
ing of  a  few  l)rief  lectures?  The  man  who  takes  up  the  profession  of 
medicine  these  da3's  must  have  a  preparatory  college  course ;  must 
prosecute  four  years  of  strenuous  study  ;  must  serve  his  time  in  hospital ; 
and  after  all  that  it  is  considered  that  he  is  just  ready  to  begin  prac- 
tice. The  same  thing  is  true  of  the  other  learned  professions.  But  we 
expect  to  turn  out  qualihcd  Masons  after  the  manner  of  some  of  our 
get-rich-quick  ad\ertisements.  The  iiupossibility  of  such  a  thing  is  self- 
evident  ;  the  imperatixe  demand  for  the  persistent  diffusion  of  Masonic 
intelligence  among  the  members  of  the  craft  is  no  less  apparent. 

It  is  also  to  be  emphasized  that  Freemasonry  owes  something  in  the 
way  of  the  spreading  of  its  principV-s  to  the  world  at  large.  Our  teach- 
ings are  not  to  be  kept  in  cotton- wool,  only  to  be  brought  out  and  ex- 
hibited within  the  secrecy  of  the  lodgc-room.  There  are  certain  things 
for  which  Masonry  stands  and  tliere  are  certain  things  against  which 
Masonry  stands,  and  those  thin.:j,s  may  well  be  known  to  mankind,  both 
for  the  sake  of  INIasonry  and  f(^r  the  sake  of  the  world.  My  earliest 
Masonic  recollection  goes  l)ack  to  the  time  when  I  was  a  little  boy. 
There  was  a  man  in  the  small  e<unnumity  accused  of  stealing"  turkeys. 
He  was  brought  up  for  trial  in  a  Masonic  Lodge,  found  guilty  and  ex- 
pelled. The  action  of  the  Lodge  became  known  to  the  public,  and  the 
connnunity  understood  that,  whatever  else  the  Order  favored  or  opposed, 
it  was  against  turkey  stealing.  That  is  the  first  thing  I  remember  about 
the  Masonic  Order  ;  and  now  that  I  have  had  a  rather  extensive  and 
comprehensive  acquaintance,  it  is  my  conviction  that  it  was  a  very 
wholesome  beginning. 

We  believe  that  our  principles  are  of  value  to  mankind,  and  that 
each  fraternity  is  a  prophecy  of  the  coming  time  of  universal  brother- 
liood.  There  ought  to  be  sonic  point  of  influential  contact  between 
Masonry  and  the  social  order  whereby  the  public  might  profit  by  a 
knowledge  of  what  it  is  trying  to  do  in  the  world.  This  work  cannot 
be  accomplished  by  one  Grand  Lecturer,  whose  hands  are  full  by  reason 
of  the  demands  of  the  Order.  It  might  be  feasible  for  each  Masonic 
jurisdiction  to  maintain  a  sort  of  university  extension  course — to  have 
a  number  of  really  qualified  lecturers,  who  could  not  only  interpret 
the  work  to  Masons  in  the  lodge-room ;  but,  who,  in  addition,  could 
elucidate  the  broad  principles  of  human  brotherhood  to  the  great  world 
outside. 

This  program  of  education  is  a  necessity  if  Freemasonry  is  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  being  left  behind  in  the  progress  of  the  race.  The 
meaning  of  such  a  statement  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to  one  of 
the  familiar  bits  of  our  history.    One  of  the  stock  stories  frequently 
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licard  at  Masonic  banquets,  is  the  incident  of  the  wounded  ■Mason  on 
the  battlefield  giving  the  hailing  sign  of  distress  and  lieing  rescued  and 
cared  for  by  one  of  the  enemy  who  was  a  brother  ]\Iason.  It  is  always 
recited  as  a  triumph  of  Masonic  sentiment  and  principle.  But  without 
nn'nifying  the  value  of  such  a  manifestation  of  fraternity,  it  may  be 
declared  that  the  real  triumph  of  Masonry  w-ill  not  be  seen  in  the  world 
until  its  influence  is  so  felt  and  applied,  that  1)rother  Masons  will  ne\  cr 
be  compelled,  by  personal  ambition  and  arbitrary  power,  to  face  one 
another  in  deadly  combat  on  the  battlefield.  And  that  end  can  only 
be  attained  by  a  persistent  and  prolonged  process  of  general  education 
on  the  basis  of  the  principle  of  brotherhood.  Freemasonry  cannot  be 
content  simply  with  the  rescue  of  an  individual  here  and  there  from 
the  horrors  of  actual  warfare;  it  must  strive  by  every  means  in  its 
power  to  bring  to  humanity  the  lasting  era  of  peace. 

Our  point  may  also  be  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  our  familiar 
work  of  charit}'.  Freemasonry  is  philanthropic.  No  little  time  and 
thought  are  given  in  such  gatherings  as  this  to  the  work  of  relief  and 
the  sustaining  of  charitable  institutions.  Our  fraternity  responds  to  the 
cry  of  distress  with  open-handed  generosity;  but  the  giving  of  alms  is 
only  the  kindergarten  course  in  human  relief.  The  Good  Samaritan 
was  faithful  to  his  immediate  duty  when  he  took  care  of  the  unfor- 
tunate victim  of  thieves  on  the  Jericho  road.  It  has  been  suggested, 
however,  that  the  modern  Samaritan  has  been  extending  his  work  of 
travelers'  aid.  He  has  been  mquiring  about  the  antecedents  of  the 
thieves  and  seeking  to  know  why  the  boys  in  Jerusalem  and  Jericho  are 
growmg  up  as  criminals;  he  has  been  wanting  to  know^  why  the  author- 
ities do  not  give  protection  to  those  wdiose  business  calls  them  to  and 
fro  between  the  tW'O  cities.  He  is  no  longer  content  simply  to  exercise 
humane  offices  in  behalf  of  the  individual  who  lias  become  the  victim 
of  preying  criminals  and  negligent  authorities. 

Thus,  in  the  nature  of  things,  we  must  add  to  our  work  of  relief, 
some  inquiry  into  the  reasons  why  appeals  for  help  are  being  made 
from  time  to  time.  And  if  it  is  discovered  that  many  of  these  burdens 
have  been  thrown  upon  Masonry  by  reason  of  wTong  and  oppression 
m  the  social  order,  then  Masonry  must  do  its  part  in  the  righting  of  the 
wrongs  and  in  the  prevention  of  such  injustice.  It  is  childish  to  imagine 
that  a  great  order  will  always  be  content  to  care  for  specific  cases  of 
want,  without  inquiring  as  to  the  causes  of  the  want  it  is  called  upon  to 
relieve.  These  things,  certainly  practical  and  pressing  in  character, 
simply  serve  to  show  that  we  nnist  give  new  attention  to  the  IMasonic 
ideal  of  knowledge. 

THE  IDEAL  OF  RELIGION. 

When  we  speak  of  the  ideal  of  religion  in  connection  with  Free- 
masonry, there  will  proliably  be  some  well-meaning  persons  so  ill- 
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advised  as  to  declare  there  is  no  such  thing.  There  are  those  who  hold 
the  vain  imagination  that  our  Order  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion. 
If  it  is  meant  hy  that  to  say  that  Masonry  is  not  committed  to  my 
religion  or  your  religion,  the  statement  is  correct.  But  to  say  that  it 
has  notliing  to  do  with  religion  is  another  matter. 

Let  us  call  to  mind  some  familiar  facts.  Xo  Masonic  Lodge  is 
regularly  in  session  unless  the  Holy  Bible  lies  open  on  the  altar.  It  is 
known  amoni;  Masons  as  the  Great  Light.  But  what  is  the  Holy  Bible 
that  is  gixcn  thi>  central  i)lace  in  all  our  gatherings  and  which  is  de- 
scribed as  that  whicli  illuminates  the  Masonic  way?  It  is  something 
more  than  a  certain  weight  and  size  of  blank  paper  bound  in  book  form. 
If  the  Bible  is  only  a  piece  of  lodge-room  furniture,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  its  contents,  then  we  might  as  well  put  a  volume  of  the  United 
States  Census  Reports  in  its  place.  For  our  civilization  the  Bible  is  the 
text-book  of  religion,  and  it  is  the  text-book  of  religion  because  we 
believe  it  contains  a  revelation  from  God.  Now  the  Bible  in  the  Lodge 
and  its  ritual  either  means  something  or  it  does  not.  If  it  has  no  real 
signiticance  for  Masonic  life  and  practice  then  we  ought  to  cease  all 
such  false  pretence;  if  it  lias  any  meaning  it  must  be,  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Book,  a  religious  meaning. 

Masonic  bodies  have  among  their  officers  a  chaplain,  who  is  an 
official  representative  of  religion.  Our  sessions  are  opened  with  prayer. 
Is  there  any  intelligent  Mason  who  would  suggest  that  the  prayers 
ofYered  in  our  Lodges  are  only  venera1)le  forms  of  words  and  that  they 
really  have  no  religious  signihcance?  We  call  upon  the  name  of  God 
and  we  do  it  with  reverence ;  but  is  there  anyone  who  would  suggest 
that  our  appeal  to  heaven  means  nothing"  in  the  way  of  religion?  If 
the  Deity  is  only  an  impressive  convenience  for  ritual  purposes;  if  the 
Bible  on  our  altars  is  only  a  venerable  relic  of  no  recognized  authority; 
if  our  prayers  are  only  empty  forms,  so  devoid  of  significance  that  they 
cannot  be  called  religious  ;  then  Freemasons  are  open  to  the  charge  of 
being  the  most  conspicuous  body  of  self-confessed  hypocrites  known 
to  history. 

There  are  some  authorities  who  have  denied  the  existence  of  an 
ideal  of  religion  to  Freemasonry.  This  has  l)een  done  on  the  basis  of  a 
partial  and  faulty  definition  of  "religion."  Religion  has  been  defined 
as  "a  system  of  faith  in,  and  worship  of,  a  Divine  Being."  On  the  other 
hand.  Freemasonry  has  been  descril)ed  as  ''a  peculiar  system  of 
morality,  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by  symbols."  It  has  been  held 
that  "morality"  is  concerned  with  man's  duties  to  his  fellow-men,  and 
is  therefore  something  different  from  "religion,"  which  is  concerned 
with  his  duties  to  his  Creator.  It  is  sufficient  answer  to  say  that  the 
definitions  are  faulty.  Religion  according  to  the  Great  Light  of  Masonry 
comprehends  botli  man's  relation  to  God  and  man's  relation  to  man 
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Its  full  orl)  has  two  hemispheres — one  ch\ine  and  one  human — and  what 
God  has  thus  joined  together  the  delinitions  df  lexie^ igrajjh.ers  must  not 
put  asunder.  Further,  it  is  also  to  he  said  that  the  large  part  of  the 
duties  enjoined  l)y  the  Creator  ha\'e  to  do  with  human  relationshii)s. 
so  that  moralit}-  hecomes  an  essential  part  of  religion.  Religion  and 
moralit\  are  thus  one  and  indivisihle  for  Jew  and  Christian  on  the 
authority  of  the  Old  and  Xew  1  estaments  of  the  luminary  of  Masonic 
tiieor}'  and  practice. 

There  arc  two  common  Afasonic  oti'enses  .against  this  ideal  of  re- 
ligion. One  IS  committed  hy  the  Mason  who  is  openly  and  notoriously 
irreligious.  There  arc  such  mcmhers  of  our  Order,  though  we  helieve 
their  numher  is  on  the  decrease.  When  Masons  are  known  in  the 
community  as  godless  in  their  lives,  as  profane  and  hlasphemous  in  their 
speech,  as  antagonists  of  religion,  as  ol;stacles  in  the  way  of  the  hest 
influences  in  the  social  order,  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  Order.  Such  men 
carry  their  own  indictment  with  them.  Professing  to  have  the  Holy 
Bihie  as  the  light  of  their  lives,  they  violate  its  teachings  and  live  as 
though  there  were  no  such  authority  in  existence.  Prcjfessing  dishelief 
in  prayer,  the}-  helong  to  an  order  that  numhers  a  chaplain  among  its 
regular  otficers,  whose  function  it  is  to  open  and  close  its  sessions 
with  pra}-er.  Professing  no  faith  in  Ciod.  the\'  are  tlie  san.ie  men  who 
stood  at  the  Masonic  altar  and  called  upon  God  to  witness  and  help  when 
they  took  their  solemn  ohligations.  If  honor  has  xalue  and  consistency 
is  honor,  then  these  persons  are  otYenders  against  the  most  sacred 
things  of  the  Order. 

There  is  another  class  of  oiTenders  against  the  Alasonic  ideal  of 
religion — those  who  would  sulxstirute  Freemasonry  for  the  teaching  of 
religion  and  those  who  would  suhstitute  the  Lodge  for  the  institution 
of  religion.  While  Masonry  has  a  religious  aspect,  its  principles  do  not 
exhaust  the  teachings  of  religion,  and  the  Lodge  is  not  the  distinctive 
institution  of  religion.  Yet  it  is  no  unusual  thing  to  hear  some  enthusi- 
astic Mason  declare  that  the  principles  of  the  Order  are  his  religion 
and  the  Lodge  his  church.  And  sometimes,  with  an  air  of  profound 
wisdom,  some  tlioughtless  hrother  declares  that  if  a  man  is  just  as 
good  a  Mason  as  he  ought  to  he  he  will  be  a  good-enough  Christian. 
Some  sayings  have  the  sound  of  wisdom  without  its  substance,  and  this 
is  one  of  tliat  platitudinous  sort.  Why,  if  a  man  is  ji'st  as  good  a 
blacksmith  as  he  ought  to  be,  he  will  be  a  good-enough  Christian.  Or, 
to  stretch  the  imagination  somewhat,  if  a  man  is  just  as  good  an 
alderman  as  he  ought  to  be,  he  will  be  a  good-enough  Christian.  Such 
speech  is  wasted  lung  action. 

P)Ut  suppose  one  does  make  a  religion  out  of  ^Masonic  principles 
and  a  church  out  of  his  LcKlge.  what  kind  of  a  religicMi  does  he  accept? 
Consider  only  one  aspect  of  the  subject.    We  have  come  to  the  point 
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in  the  progress  of  luinianity  when  universality  mnst  be  a  mark  of  any 
accepted  religion.  The  time  was  when  peoples  were  satisfied  with 
national  duties — gods  without  power  outside  the  country's  boundaries. 
There  are  parts  of  the  w  orld  today  where  men  worship  household  gods. 
But  the  intelligeni  man  of  today  would  not  bow  in  worship  to  a 
California  god  or  a  United  States  deity.  The  religion  of  use  to  the 
modern  individual  must  be  a  universal  religion.  The  civilized  man  of 
the  twentielh  century  must  have  a  religion  for  all  men  everywhere. 

Xow.  considering  Masonry  as  a  religion  and  the  Lodge  as  a  church, 
we  are  confronted  1:y  the  startling  fact  that  a  man  with  such  a  religion 
is  satisiied  with  something  that  has  no  place  for  one-half  of  the  human 
race,  and  that  tliC  best  half — its  womanhood.  He  has  a  religion  from 
which  his  mother.  Iris  wife  an.d  bis  daughter  are  all  debarred.  They  can- 
not become  Masons,  and  the  mrin  finds  himself  with  a  religion  that  has  no 
place  for  womanhood.  TI)e  average  man,  not  to  say  Mason,  might  well 
licsitate  a  long  while  l)efore  a\owing  a  religion  for  a  single  sex.  That 
sort  ol  tiling  does  not  sound  like  genuine  Freemasonry.  It  is  also  to 
be  noted  that  certain  races  of  men  have  no  place  in  this  peculiar  religion. 
It  is  further  to  be  remembered  that  no  fortunate  person  of  the  single 
sex  can  join  this  peculiar  church  until  he  has  passed  his  majority.  It 
is  linall\  to  be  emjihasized  that  only  those  can  get  into  this  church  who 
come  wUli  a  certilicate  of  good  character;  in  other  words,  it  is  a  religion 
without  hoi)e  for  tliosc  w  ho  ha\-e  fallen,  unless  they  can  pick  themselves 
up  and  make  good. 

P.y  the  very  nature  of  things.  Freemasonry  is  not  and  cannot  be 
a  uni\ersal  institution  at  the  present  time.  Its  very  existence  and 
usefulness  depend  upon  the  union  of  picked  men  for  the  accomplishment 
of  detinite  purposes.  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  that  necessarily  will  exist 
for  generations  to  come.  r)nt  when  any  man  thoughtlessly  proclaims 
that  he  has  made  Freemasonry  a  religion,  he  does  two  things :  he 
announces  to  the  world  liis  satisfaction  with  something  very  narrow  and 
limited  in  the  way  of  religion,  and  he  brings  needless  reproach  upon  the 
Order  in  the  eyes  of  intelligent  persons  by  giving  unmerited  opportunity 
to  opponents  of  the  Fraternity.  It  is  high  time  that  a  great  silence  fell 
upon  all  such  foolish  talk  about  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  being 
adopted  as  a  religion  and  the  Lodge  being  accepted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  church.    ]\Iasonry  lias  a  religious  ideal,  but  it  is  not  the  ideal  religion. 

Here  endeth  our  annral  lesson.  The  ideals  of  quality,  knowledge 
and  religion  ha\e  been  brought  to  remembrance  because  your  speaker 
considers  tlum  of  prime  importance.  They  offer  to  this  and  all 
Jurisdieti(;ns  the  greatest  .opportunities  of  advancement  in  the  years 
to  come.  The_\-  are  commended  to  all  Freemasons  who  love  the  Order 
and  Ijeheve  in  its  mission.  And  while  we  may  not  realize  our  ideals, 
either  as  indivifluals  or  as  institutions,  tliere  can  be  no  such  things 
unless  ideals  are  kept  in  view  and  our  activities  mo\'e  in  their  direction. 


GRAND  T.ODGP^  OF  CAIJFORNIA 


501 


The  reading-  of  the  address  will  give  no  adequate  notion 
of  the  charm  of  its  delivery.  After  the  prolonged  applause 
had  subsided  it  was  on  motion  ordered  that  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary cause  to  be  printed  five  thousand  copies  for  distribu- 
tion to  the  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction. 


REPORT  OF  COAIMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Weller  reported  for  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  the  following: 

To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  has  had  under  consideration 
the  special  dispensations  issued  by  the  Grand  Master  during  the  year 
and  also  his  approval  of  resolutions  relative  to  life  memberships. 

We  find  that  all  of  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Master  in  regard  to  these 
matters  have  been  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  our  Consti- 
tution. We  therefore  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master 
therein  be  approved. 

F.  M.  Angellotti, 
Chas.  L.  Patton, 
j.  d.  murphey, 
Dana  Reid  WellEr, 
Wm.  S.  Wells, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

To  the  M-'.  JJ'-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  those  portions  of  the  Grand 
Master's  Address  relative  to  middle  chamber  columns  and  floor  carpet, 
and  the  use  of  twelve  Fellow  Crafts,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  Grand  Master  having  been  apprised  that  Woodbridge  Lodge 
No.  131  was  using  a  wall  chart  in  place  of  the  middle  chaml)er  columns 
and  floor  carpet  consisting  of  three,  five  and  seven  steps,  which  are 
essential  to  the  proper  conferring  of  the  second  degree,  ordered  the 
Lodge  to  secure  the  same,  and  it  has  not  been  done.  We  therefore 
present  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adoption  : 
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Rcsolrcd .  Th:[\  \\'()0(]l)i-i(l,uc  Lodj^c  Xo.  131  is  licreljy  Drdcred  to 
at  once  ]M-()curc  and  use  middle  chani1)er  cdliimus  and  a  tloor  car[)et 
consisting  of  three,  fne  and  seven  steps. 

In  order  ihat  the  use  of  twelve  Fellow  Crafts  would  he  authorized, 
it  would  necessitate  a  change  in  the  ritual,  and  as  many  of  the  smaller 
Lodges  could  not  procure  the  attendance  of  a  suilicient  numl^er  of  mem- 
bers to  comply  with  the  ref|uiremcnt,  which  would  result  in  a  lack  of 
uniformity  of  the  work  in  the  several  Locoes,  we  feel  that  such  change 
should  not  lx>  made,  and  recommend  that  no  action  he  taken  in  regard 
thereto. 

Dana  Reid  WellEr, 
.  T.  J.  Baker, 
En  WARD  H.  Hart, 

Committee  on  Ritual. 

Adopted  as  presented. 


Rl'J'ORT  OF  COMAflTTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Brother  M.  J.  Xewl^ur"-,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  oti 
By-Laws,  rei)orted  as  follows: 

To  the  M ■' ■  //'•'•  C'i'iiiid  Lodi^c  of  Calif oniia : 

Your  Committee  on  P)y-Laws  recommend  the  approval  by  the 
M.*.  W.".  Grand  Master  to  amendments  to  the  by-laws  sul^mitted  by 
the  following  Lodges  be  concurred  in  : 

Changing  Time  of  Stated  Meetings:  Tuolumne  X^o.  8.  Temple 
Xo.  14.  Golden  Hill  Xo.  32.  Tllinoistovvn  Xo.  51.  Suisun  Xo.  55. 
Amador  Xo.  65,  Sincerity  Xo.  132,  Al)ell  Xo.  146,  Redwood  Xo.  168. 
Confidence  X(v  203.  Granite  Xo.  222,  Jamesville  Xo.  232.  Fresno  Xo. 
247,  Mesperian  Xo.  264.  Orland  Xo.  265.  Arroyo  Xo.  274.  ( )ak(lale  Xo. 
275.  Madera  Xo.  280.  Southwest  Xo.  283.  Elsinore  Xo.  289.  Los  (^alos 
Xo.  292.  Mokelumne  Hill  Xo.  289.  Santa  Lucia  Xo.  302.  Xorwalk  Xo. 
315.  Sanger  Xo.  316,  Alhambra  Xo.  322,  Fullerton  Xo.  339.  Ihiena  I^irk 
Xo.  357,  Brawley  Xo.  402.  Calexico  Xo.  412,  Arlington  Xo.  414.  Exeter 
No.  424,  Pittsburg  Xo.  429,  Coronado  Xo.  441,  La  Puente  Xo.  446, 
Mt.  Diablo  Xo.  448.  San  Pasriral  Xo.  452. 

Increasing  Dues:  Tuolumne  Xo.  8.  George  Washington  Xo.  62, 
Bear  Mountain  Xo.  76,  Hornitos  Xo.  98,  Molino  Xo.  150,  Woodland 
Xo.  156,  Laurel  Xo.  245,  Pomona  Xo.  246,  Tuscan  Xo.  261,  Santa  Paula 
No.  291,  Los  Gatos  Xo.  292,  Berkeley  Xo.  363,  Eagle  Rock  Xo.  422. 

Fixing  Affiliation  F\^es :  Suisun  X'o.  55,  Paso  Rohles  Xo.  286, 
Temescal  No.  314. 
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Increasing  Affiliation  Fees:  TJvc  Oak  Xo.  61.  iMclclity  Xo.  120, 
Yerba  Bucna  Xo.  403. 

Repealing  Affiliation  l-'ecs  :    Midway  Xo.  426. 

Making  Affiliation  k'ces  a  Flexible  F*cc :  California  Xo.  1,  Doric 
No.  216. 

Decreasing  Dues:    Enterprise  X'^o.  70,  Tnglevvood  Xo.  421. 

Increasing  Fees  For  ]])egrces  :  Gold  Hill  Xo.  v32,  Hornitos  X'"o.  9S, 
Paciric  No.  136.  Laurel  Xo.  245,  Lodi  Xo.  256,  Santa  Paula  Xo.  291, 
Temescal  No.  314,  Wcstlake  No.  392. 

Reducing  Fees :  Occidental  Xo.  22,  San  Diego  X'o.  35,  Excelsior 
No.  166,  Orange  Grove  No.  293,  Valle  de  France  Xo.  329,  West  Gate 
No.  335,  Perris  No.  411.  Blackmcr  No.  442. 

Fixing  Fees  For  Degrees :    Wilmington  X'^o.  198. 

The  following  Lodges  under  dispensation  have  adopted  the  Uni- 
form Code  of  By-Laws  :  Golden  West,  Kennett,  Ramona,  Bethlehem, 
Henry  S.  Orme,  Crocker,  Riverbank. 

The  books  of  liy-laws  of  these  Lodges  have  been  examined  and 
approved  by  your  conmiittce. 

In  examining  the  boolcs  of  by-laws  we  lind  that  they  are  of  \'arious 
kinds  and  descriptions,  and  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  through 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Master,  provide  some  standard  form 
of  book  which  will  be  more  suitable  and  uniform. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  J.  Newburg, 
J.  A.  Stone, 
Henry  D.  French, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted. 


THANKS  TO  TRUSTEES  OE  HOME. 
Brother  Walter  J.  Johnson  introduced  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic 
Homes  of  California  have  l^een  and  are  giving  their  unstinted  and 
valuable  services  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  said  H  omes  ;  and 

Whereas,  That  service  has  been  the  means  of  providing  pleasant 
and  commodious  C|uarters  for  wt^rthy  Masons  and  their  widows  and 
orphans ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California, 
now  in  session,  extend  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  their  w'armest  and 
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most  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  services  they  have  ren- 
dered; and  he  it  fnrther 

Rcsoli'cd,  'I'liat  these  resolutions  l)e  si)read  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  tli.at  a  copy  l)e  sent  to  each  member  of  said 
Board. 

Adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 


REPORI^  Ol^^  LIBRARY  CO^TMITTEE. 

To  the  M.' .  \V ■' '  Grand  Lodi^c  of  California: 

Your  Comnnttee  on  Library  liegs  to  report  as  follows: 
Our  library  is  mucli  in  need  of  miscellaneous  Alasonic  reading  mat- 
ter, the  principal  Itooks  now  on  hand  being  the  proceedings  of  other 
jurisdictions. 

Your  committee  has  made  an  investigation  of  libraries  of  some  of 
the  other  jurisdictions,  with  reference  to  character  and  number  of 
books  therein  contained,  and  the  method  of  their  collection  and  arrange- 
ment. 

Through  our  in\estigation  we  have  learned  that  the  works  on 
Masonry  and  Masonic  subjects  are  varied  and  numerous,  and  that  to 
establish  a  complete  library  would  inx'olve  considerable  time,  the  expen- 
diture of  nian\'  thou>ands  of  dollars,  the  utilization  of  much  more  space 
than  that  now  occupied  1)\  our  present  library,  and  better  and  more 
complete  facilities  for  arranging,  cataloguing  and  handling  the  books. 

We  recommend  the  inunediate  purchase  of  a  reasonable  number  of 
Masonic  books  of  miscellaneous  reading;  the  list  to  be  arranged  by  the 
incoming  Grand  Master  and  his  library  committee. 

The  space  in  the  Masonic  Temple  now  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
library  is  sufficient  for  all  present  needs. 

This  committc!:'  suggests  that  information,  touching  the  needs  of 
our  library,  be  spread  among  the  membership  of  this  jurisdiction,  to 
the  end  that  contributions  of  books  might  be  voluntarily  made. 

There  is  no  good  reason  why  this  jurisdiction  should  not  aim  to 
establish  a  lil)rary  equal  in  importance  to  the  best. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edw]N  L.  Forster, 
Eric  J.  Segerstrom, 
Charles  P.  Lyndall, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MASONIC 
EDUCATION. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Masonic  Educa- 
tion was  presented,  as  follows : 

To  the  M-'-  JJ'-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Education  appointed  l)y  the  M.'.  W-'. 
Grand.  Master  to  formulate  plans  for  research  and  study,  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows  : 

After  thorough  investigation  and  careful  thought  we  are  convinced 
that  the  utmost  consideration  should  be  given  to  this  important  phase 
of  our  institution. 

There  is,  as  the  M.'.  W-*.  Grand  Master  has  well  said,  "a  pro- 
nounced craving"  as  well  as  necessity  for  additional  information  and 
education  along  the  lines  of  the  true  spirit,  purpose,  philosophy  and 
destiny  of  Masonry — its  relation  to  human  life,  its  opportunity  for  true 
service  and  its  development  of  the  social  and  fraternal  element  in  man's 
make  up." 

Masonry  ever  should  be  engaged  in  the  most  intelligent  search  for 
.truth  and  the  most  devoted  service  to  humanity.  No  loftier  mission 
can  merit  our  best  endeavor  than  a  knowledge  of  the  Fatherhood  of 
God  and  a  correct  estimate  in  its  broadest  sense  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Man. 

Increased  efficiency  in  any  line  of  human  endeavor  is  a  natural 
sequence  of  a  thorough  understanding  of  fundamental  principles.  To 
follow  up  ritualistic  impressions  with  a  study  of  the  traditions,  history, 
literature,  symbolism,  and  more  particularly  the  philosophy  and  para- 
mount purposes  of  our  institution,  will,  without  doubt,  bring  a  clearer 
perception  of  the  relation  of  this  Fraternity  to  mankind  in  general. 

It  should  be  our  ambition  to  sound  the  depths  of  the  teachings  of 
this  institution  and  not  rest  content  to  merely  skim  the  surface.  The 
highest  degree  of  intelligence  should  ever- be  the  constant  aim  of  every 
Mason.  We  should  know  more  of  whence  we  came,  whither  we  are 
l;ound,  and  of  wdiat  we  are  in  search.  Evidence  of  a  decidedly  convinc- 
ing character  bespeaks  the  awakening  of  the  Fraternity  along  lines 
educational  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land,  and  this 
Grand  Lodge  should  give  its  enthusiastic  support  to  such  endeavor. 

The  study  side  of  Masonry  is  attracting  the  well  deserved  atten- 
tion of  large  numbers  of  our  brethren.  The  efforts  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Iowa  in  this  line  of  work  deserve  especial  commendation.  A  year 
ago,  its  laudable  endeavors  culminated  in  the  formation  of  what  is 
known  as  "The  National  Masonic  Research   Society."     In  the  brief 
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period  of  nine  months  it  lias  enrolled  nine  thousand  Masons.  Verily, 
this  is  a  splendid  tril)ute  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Craft,  and  proof 
positive  that  there  is  in  this  country  a  suhstantial  numl)er  of  Masons 
who  do,  indeed,  yearn  for  "further  light"  and  a  clearer  understanding 
of  things  Masonic.  Its  memhers  hail  from  every  State  in  the  Union 
and  also  from  eleven  foreign  countries.  The  society  states  that  its 
memhers  are  constantly  increasing  and  that  the  methods  of  its  work 
ha\  e  heen  heartily  approx  ed  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  other  jurisdictions. 
nKtal)ly  that  of  Indiana  at  its  Communication  a  few  weeks  ago.  The 
recent  report  of  the  National  ?\las(^nic  Research  Society  is  full  of 
inspiration.  It  brings  reiKwed  hope  and  courage  to  all  who  seek  a 
larger  development  in  the  educational  work  of  our  Fraternity.  It 
bespeaks  a  broadening  of  the  conhnes  and  a  wider  horizon  to  our 
Masonic  life. 

In  educational  endeavor,  haphazard  methods  can  only  end  in  con- 
fused and  discouraging  results.  The  apparent  need  is  a  systematic 
plan  of  instruction  intelligently  conceived  and  faithfully  carried  out. 
We  should  at  once  engage  in  the  solution  of  this  problem  which  so 
well  deserves  our  earnest  attention. 

In  considering  tliis  subject,  two  distinct  classes  are  affected;  lirst. 
those  who  are  now  members  of  the  lM"aternity,  and  secondly,  those  who 
are  yet  to  come. 

Let  us  consider  the  lirst  class.  What  practical  course  of  instruc- 
tion can  be  prepared  which  will  ])c  not  only  attractive  and  popular,  but 
v»-ill  also  cover  the  essential  features  of  our  institution  in  an  adequate 
and  convincing  manner?  Two  methods  are  suggested:  One  of  these 
is  a  well  constri  ct  id  leetdre  course  to  be  given,  not  spasmodically,  but 
at  regular  and  rather  frecpient  intervals.  The  other  method  is  to  encour- 
age the  formation  of  Study  Clubs.  There  could  be  a  combination  of 
l^oth  if  so  desired,  where  a  discussion  of  the  subject  in  hand  might  be 
freely  and  fully  indulged  in.  This  plan  could  be  made  quite  successful 
by  announcing  the  title  of  the  lecture  some  time  in  advance  and  assign- 
ing to  certain  members  for  study  and  research  the  salient  features  bear- 
ing on  the  sul)ject  in  question. 

In  some  localities  it  is  possil^le  to  secure  Masonic  lecturers  who 
have  made  profound  research.  Such  men  l)ring  the  results  of  ripe 
scholarship  for  the  consideration  of  the  Craft,  and  for  such  the  demand 
is  exceedingly  great.  The  far-reaching  influence  of  a  course  of  lec- 
tures cannot  be  overestimated.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  feature 
will  be  fostered  and  meet  with  general  encouragement  throughout  our 
jurisdiction. 

A  rather  perplexing  situation  confronts  the  localities  where  it  is 
often  difficult  or  impossible  to  secure  Masonic  speakers  of  real  ability  ; 
men  who  have  a  message  teeming  with  life  giving  impulses.    To  solve 
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tiiis  prc)l)k'm  vvc  would  sn,i2;<.',cst  that  a  luiinhcr  of  K'cliircs  on  (k'si,L;nalc(l 
subjects  1)c  ])rc])arc(l  l>rctln\'n  who  ar^  well  (|iialilK(l  to  dischari^c 
such  a  service  and  that  twc'Kc  ot  the  best  lectures  so  submitted  be 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year.  I'hese  lectures  to  be  printed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  one  copy  sent  each  month  gratis  to  every  Lodge  in  this  jur- 
isdiction. In  lieu  of  a  speaker,  srch  lecture  can  l)e  read  by  some  capa- 
ble member.  The  subject  can  afterward  be  thoroughly  discussed,  thus 
forming  the  basis  of  prolitable  instruction  and  gix'ing  impetus  to  indi- 
vidual research  and  study. 

In  time  every  Lodge  will  have  its  nucleus  of  Masonic  students.  In 
several  Eastern  jurisdictions  the  Study  Club  plan  has  met  with  great 
success  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  prove  just  as  si-iccess- 
ful  in  the  jurisdiction  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to  be  members. 

x\s  this  work  progresses  new  talent  will  be  developed,  and  in  time 
we  shall  number  among  our  brethren  many  who  will  be  fully  compe- 
tent to  give  to  the  Craft  the  results  of  their  research  and  careful 
thought. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  second  class,  those  to  whom  it  is  our  duty 
to  give  the  best  that  is  in  us.  They  should  be  deeply  impressed  with 
the  larger  obligations  of  this  Fraternity  at  a  time  when  their  minds  are 
in  a  most  plastic  condition.  Unf(M-tunately,  many  of  our  l)rethren  pass 
through  the  degrees  of  our  Fraternity  without  obtaining  the  slightest 
idea  of  the  underlying  spiritual  and  philosophical  truths.  Their  minds 
(for  many  natural  reasons)  are  not  attuned  to  that  character  of  think- 
ing and  without  guidance  the  result  is  either  confusion  or  a  reserved 
contempt  about  things  which  constitute  the  very  soul  of  our  institution, 
where  rather  there  should  be  clear  ligh/t  and  reverent  appreciation. 

How  shall  we  correct  this  urifortunate  condition? 

A  ten-minute  talk  along  vital,  dynamic  lines,  after  the  conferring 
of  the  degrees,  will  work  wonders.  In  addition  to  esoteric  instruction 
he  should  receive  something  of  the  exoteric  during  the  period  in  wdiich 
h.e  is  receiving  his  d<cgrees. 

A  series  of  three  printed  lectures  would  help  mightily  along  this 
line,  such  lectvires  to  be  given  the  candidate  after  lie  has  received  each 
of  the  several  degrees.  He  should  be  requested  to  give  tliese  lectures 
his  careful  attention,  lie  will  thus  at  the  outset  be  impressed  with  the 
absolut'e  fact  that  this  splendid  institution  is.  indeed,  potent  in  this 
worldj's  affairs.  He  will  see  that,  coming  down  the  long  vista  of  years, 
i^  has  brought  with  it  a  vital  interest  in  the  commanding  issues  of  the 
I^'resent. 

'  Surely  such  an  inflttence  will  go  far  to  arouse  his  admiration  and 
incite  his  enthusiasm  for  this  ancient  and  honoral)le  Fraternit>-. 

In  summing  up  this  report  we  sul)mit  the  following  points  for  con- 
sideration : 
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First :  That  a  Committee  on  Masonic  Education  consisting  of  three 
members  be  appointed  I)y  the  M.*.  W-'-  Grand  ^faster  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year.  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  this  connnittee  to  exercise 
a  helpful  inthience  toward  all  Lodges  wht)  tlesire  their  counsel  and 
advice.  That  this  connnittee  shall  foster  and  encourage  throughout 
this  jurisdiction  the  study  and  research  of  Masonic  tradition,  history, 
literature,  law.  philosophy  and  dominant  purposes  of  this  institution. 

Second :  That  a  series  of  lectures  to  be  read  in  our  Lodges,  at 
stated  intervals,  shall  l)e  prepared  under  the  direction  of  such  com- 
mittee. Such  lectures  to  i)e  submitted  to  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Master 
for  his  approval  and  afterward  printed.  One  lecture  to  ])e  mailed  each 
month  to  every  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Third  :  That  a  series  of  three  lectures  be  prepared  under  the  direc  - 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Education,  along  exoteric  lines, 
appropriate  respectively  to  the  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  degrees.  Such 
lectures  to  be  first  approved  by  the  M.'.  W  -'-Grand  Master  and  after- 
ward printed.  These  lectures  to  be  placed  in  the  candidate's  hands 
after  he  .  has  received  each  degree.  The  lectrres  to  be  sold  to  the 
Lodges  desiring  them. 

Fourth  :  That  the  formation  of  Study  Clubs  be  encouraged  and 
that  this  feature  of  the  work  follow  a  systematic  and  carefully  con- 
ceived plan. 

The  ,ab(>\e  represi'uts  our  present  deductions.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, iliat  fm-tlii;;-  con-ideralion  is  desirable  t(^  ol)tain  the  opinions  and 
wishes  on  this  important  sul)ject  of  the  members  of  the  Fraternity 
throughout  this  jurisdiction.  • 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Irving  J.  Mitchell, 
'■-AlfkEd  W.  Bush, 

Joi'IN  W HIGHER, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hendefsoi^  the  report 
was  approved,  except  the  second  and  third  recon^pendations, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 


Regarding  the  resolution  of  Brothers  Bean  and  Sheri?.''^^ 
to  amend  section  83  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  relie\'^ 
Boards  of  Relief  from  the  necessity  of  collecting  a  per 
capita  tax  of  eight  cents  from  the  Lodges  composing  such 
Boards,  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  it  back 
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without  recommendation  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  matter 
purely  of  poHcy.  After  discussion  the  Grand  Lodge  a])- 
proved  the  resolution  and  amended  section  83  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  ofif  until  10  o'clock 
Friday  morning. 


Friday,  October  15,  1915. 

Morning  Session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  Joseph  IL  Stephens  as  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  absence  of  Ralph  Lowe. 

AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  increasing  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

Rcsolz'cd,  That  section  28  of  the  Constitution  l)e  amended  to  read 
as  follows  : 

Sec.  28.  The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master  at  the  close  of  each  Annual  Communica- 
tion, just  before  the  close,  viz.  :  On  Finances,  on  Accounts,  on  Griev- 
ances, on  Correspondence,  on  Returns,  on  Pay  of  Members,  on  Cre- 
dentials and  on  Library,  to  consist  of  fwc  members  each  ;  and  on  Juris- 
prudence, lo  consist  of  ,sc'\  en  mcml)er^  ;  ihv  (bilies  of  wliich  conmiiltees 
shall  continue  (hn"ing  tlu-  year  ihcrcaltcr,  and  shall  ccasi-  a(  thr  close 
of  the  next  succeeding  Amuial  Conuuunieation. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisi)rudence, 
and  was  reported  back  by  Past  C^rand  Master  ^Nlurphey 
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with  the  observation  that  it  was  primarily  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  decide.  Thereupon  the  Grand  Lod^^e  1)y  unani- 
mous vote  declared  the  resolution  adopted  and  section  28 
amended  as  proposed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 

Brother  Walter  F.  Haas,  for  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances, presented  the  followino-  report : 

To  the  M.'-  U'-'-  Grand  Lodi^c  of  California : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  trial  record  No.  175,  reports 
as  follows  : 

In  this  case  the  accused  was  cliarged  h\  his  Lodge  with  unmasonic 
conduct  as  set  forth  in  certain  specifications  charging  him  with  having 
on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1909,  l)orrowed  from  liis  Lodge  the  srm  of 
$250  under  a  plea  that  the  accused  was  suffering  from  a  malady  which 
might  result  in  consumption,  and  did  not  have  the  necessary  funds  to 
treat  for  sucli  malady,  and  that  lii-  would  pledge  his  word  as  a  Mason 
and  liis  lionor  as  a  man  to  rcpa\-  this  mimcx'  to  the  Lodge  if  he  recov- 
ered his  health  and  was  ;il)k'  to  earn  money  again,  and  that  the  accused 
liad  recovered  his  lieallli  and  had  carni'd  sufficient  money  out  of  which 
to  repa\-  the  Lodge  at  least  in  part,  l)ut  that  the  accused  had  not  kept, 
nor  shown  the  least  inclination  to  keep,  his  word  of  honor  and  his  word 
as  a  Mason,  given  at  the  time  th,e  loan  was  made  to  him. 

The  connnission  l)y  ur.animous  \-otc  found  the  accused  guilty  of  all 
the  charges  set  forth  in  the  specifications  and  a  verdict  of  guilty  was 
•/cndcred  on  each  of  them,  ])ut  a  vote  of  six  to  three  a  verdict  of 
not  guilt \-  was  rendered  on  the  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct.  From 
this  verdict  and  decision  tlie  Lodge  appeals. 

The  sole  cpiestion  to  1)e  determined  h}'  this  connnittee  is,  did  the 
specifications  cliarge  a  Masonic  offense?  The  committee  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the}'  did.  One  of  tlie  ol)ligations  of  a  Mason  is,  that  he  shall 
not  cheat,  wrong  or  defraud  a  Brother  Mason,  or  a  Masonic  Lodge. 
If  we  take  as  true  the  findings  of  the  commissioners  that  the  charges 
contained  in  the  specihcai ions  were  sufficiently  proven,  then  the  same 
constitutes  a  finding  tliat  the  accused  was  guilty  of  wronging  his  Lodge 
and  was  guilt>'  of  unmasonic  condrct. 

We  tlierefore  offer  the  following  rt  solution  : 

Rcsoh'rtI,  Tliat  the  \'erdict  au'l  decision,  and  tlie  action  of  the  Lodge 
thereon,  in  tlie  trial  record  Xo.  175  be.  and  the  same  hereby  are  re- 
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xersed,  and  that  the  accused  Ik^  and  he  is  herel)y  suspended  from  the 
rights  and  pruileges  of  Masonry. 

Walter  F.  "FIaas. 
Chas.  Albert  Adams. 
George  L.  Jones. 

Committee. 

llie  report  was  adopted  and  the  l)rother  ordered  su.s- 
pended  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 


PEACE  PROP(3SALS. 

Past  (irand  Master  3irnr])heY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  reported  as  follows : 

To  the  il/.'.  Grand  Lodi:;c  of  California  : 

There  has  been  submitted  for  our  consideration  resolutions  and 
a  very  forceful  and  eloquent  appeal  in  support  thereof  by  Brother 
Joseph  H.  Fussell,  of  San  Diego  Lodge  Xo.  35,  wherein  tliis  Grand 
Lodge  is  requested  to  appeal  to  the  rulers  and  governments  of  the 
warring  nations  of  Europe,  to  cause  a  halt  in  the  war.  in  order  that 
a  peace  conference  may  be  held  in  the  Peace  Palace  at  The  Hague  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  an  enduring  peace. 

While  we  are  in  hearty  accord  with  any  mo\-ement  or  suggestion 
that  has  for  its  purpose  the  formulation  of  plans  to  terminate  the 
frightful  -struggle  that  is  destroying  the  vital  and  material  forces  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  api)eals  as  are 
here  proposed  are  ineffectual,  and  merely  serve  the  purpose  of  formally 
expressing  the  well-known  miiversal  sentiment  of  our  people. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  on  this  proposed 
I'esolution. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 


THANKS  TO  BROTHER  JESSE  ^I.  WHETED. 

Brothers  Eyle  W.  Rucker  and  C.  E.  ^^Fead  introduced 
the  following- : 

Whereas,  Some  time  during  the  year  1915.  under  the  auspices  of 
the  San  b'rancisco  Isodies  Xo.  1  :\.  &  .-X.  S.  K.  Masons,  a  dramatic 
tragedy  entitled  "The  Legend  of  the  Tcmijle."  was  i)roduced  by 
Brother  Jesse  M.  Whited.  Senior  Warden  of  California  Lodge  X"o.  1. 
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and  perfornied  !)}■  nieml)crs  of  the  A.  &  A.  S.  R.  ^Masons  in  the  presence 
of  our  M.'-  W'-'-  Crand  ?\Iastcr;  and 

WhEkEas.  The  same  having  been  of  such  high  c|ualit\-  as  to  greatly 
impress  our  ]\Iost  Worshipful  (irand  Master,  thereby  causing  him  to 
request  its  reproduction  before  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  dramatic  tragedy  was  reproduced  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  magnificent  stage  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Temple,  on 
Thursday,  October  14.  1915.  and  the  same  having  so  favorably  im- 
pressed the  members  of  this  (jrand  Lodge  ;  therefore  be  it 

Rrsohi'cd.  Tliat  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  extend  to  Brother 
Jesse  AT.  A\'hiie(l  and  those  in  any  \va\'  assisting  him  in  tlie  production 
of  tliat  innnortal  tragedy,  "  The  Legend  of  the  Temple,"  its  most  pro- 
found appreciation  and  gratitude  for  the  opportunity  thus  provided  its 
members  to  witness  this  inspiring  production  as  taken  from  the  second 
section  of  the  third  degree ;  and  be  it  further 

Rcsoii'cd.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  also  a  copy  transmitted  to  Brother 
Jesse  M,  Wliited  rmd  tlie  Scottish  Rite  Bodies  No,  1  of  San  Francisco. 

.Vdopted  l)y  iiiiaiiimoiis  vote. 


AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

Past  Grand  ^Master  Patton,  for  the  Committee  on  Jnris- 
priidence.  reported  a.s  follows : 

To  the  M-'-  Grand  Lod<^c  uf  California: 

Your  Committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  section  161  of  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Henderson,  and  we  can  see  no  objection  to  its  adoption,  if  the  Grand 
Lodge  so  desires.    Tt  reads  as  follows  : 

161c.  Rcsoli'cd.  That  a  receipt  for  dues,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Lodge,  in  tlie  option  of  a  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction,  may  be  received 
as  a  certificate  of  standing,  under  section  161  of  the  Constitution. 

The  resolntion  was  unanimously  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMAlPfTEE  ON  CHARTERS. 

Brother  J.  Claude  Perry,  Chairman  of  the  Connnittee  on 
Charters,  presented  the  following-  report : 
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To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodij^c  of  California: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the 
various  Lodges  under  cHspensation  (hiring  tlie  past  Masonic  year,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following'  report : 

The  M.*.  W-'-  Grand  Master,  after  due  investigation,  and  guided 
by  the  advice  and  reputation  of  the  brethren  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Lodges  below  mentioned,  has  been  pleased  to  issue  dispensations 
for  the  formation  of  seven  new  Lodges  as  follows  : 

Bethlehem  Lodge,  San  Francisco,  December  25,  1914 ; 

Crocker  Lodge,  Daly  City,  San  Mateo  County,  February  28,  1915  ; 

Riverbank  Lodge,  Riverbank,  Stanislaus  County,  March  24,  1915 ; 

Golden  West  Lodge,  San  Francisco,  April  21,  1915 ; 

Kennett  Lodge,  Kennett,  Shasta  County,  May  12,  1915 ; 

Ramona  Lodge,  Alhambra,  Los  Angeles  County,  May  26,  1915  ; 

Henry  S.  Orme  Lodge,  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  County,  August 
6,  1915. 

Your  Committee  having  most  carefully  examined  the  records, 
books  and  other  documents  submitted,  together  with  personal  inter- 
views with  the  representatives  of  the  Lodges  in  question  and  such 
other  brethren  as  the  committee  has  seen  lit  to  call  upon,  find  the 
records,  with  but  a  few  minor  exceptions,  correct  and  kept  in  neat 
and  orderly  manner ;  w^e  therefore  most  cheerfully  recommend  that 
charters  be  granted  to  the  following  Lodges,  to  be  numbered  as  noted  : 

Bethlehem  Lodge  No.  453,  San  Francisco ; 

Crocker  Lodge  No.  454,  Daly  City,  San  Mateo  County ; 

Golden  West  Lodge  No.  455,  San  Francisco  ; 

Kennett  Lodge  No.  456,  Kennett,  Shasta  County  ; 

Ramona  Lodge  No.  457,  Alhambra,  Los  Angeles  Count\- ; 

Henry  S.  Orme  Lodge  No.  458,  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  County. 

Your  committee  also  recommends  that  a  charter  be  granted  to 
Riverbank  Lodge  to  be  numbered  459,-  provided  that  the  brethren  of 
said  Lodge,  by  donations,  contribute  a  sum  not  less  than  $300.00  to 
meet  outstanding  notes  of  $300  due  the  bank  and  which  stand  against 
the  Lodge.  Your  committee  feels  that  there  is  a  real  need  for  a  Lodge 
at  Riverbank,  it  being  a  town  of  some  1200  inhabitants,  with  a  field 
around  it  where  the  light  of  Masonry  might  be  diffused  with  profit 
and  honor.  The  tw^enty-one  brethren  who  organized  this  Lodge  seem 
to  have  been  advised  in  error  as  to  the  proper  arrangement  of  finances, 
else  this  portion  of  the  request  would  not  have  become  apparent  to  this 
committee. 
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With  ret^ard  to  the  consohdation  of  Fowler  Lodge  No.  398  with 
Sehna  Lodge  Xo.  277.  }-onr  committee,  after  examining  the  records  and 
papers  snhmitted,  lind  that  the  proceedings  therein  Iiave  been  as  re- 
quired by  our  Constitution,  and  recommend  that  the  consolidation  be 
concurred  in  by  this  Crand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  CL.xunK  Perry. 
Denman  G.  Wagstaef^ 
W.  W.  Allen. 
J.  H.  Wilson. 
S.  B.  Force. 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adc^pted,  ciiarters  ordered  to  l)e  i.ssued 
in  accordance  therewith,  and  the  consolidation  of  Fowler 
Lodg-e  No.  398  and  Sehna  Lodge  No.  277  was  confirmed, 
the  consoHdated  Lodge  to  be  known  as  Sehna  Lodge  No 
277. 


REPORT  OF  COATATITTEE  ON  PAY  OF  ATEMBERS. 

Brother  Bradford  A\^el)ster,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Pay  of  Members,  presented  the  following  report: 

To  the  M.'-  \V-' ■  Grand  Lodi^r  of  California: 

Your  committee,  charged  witli  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  cost  of 
transportation  for  one  person  from  tlie  location  of  each  Lodge  in  the 
State  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  return,  and  of 
reporting  such  CDst  of  transportation  as  the  sum  due  to  the  officers 
or  representatives  in  attendance  from  each  Lodge,  as  well  as  the  Grand 
Officers.  Past  Grand  Masters,  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees,  and 
Inspectors,  for  their  necessary  expenditure  for  transportation  to  and 
from  the  Grand  Lodge,  report  that  they  have  carefull}'  discharged 
that  duty,  and  submit  the  following  statement  : 


GRAND  OEEICERS. 

Benjamin  F.  PHedsoe,  Grand  Master,  Los  Angeles  $  35.70 

Albert  G.  Burnett,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Sacramento   6.00 

W.  Rhodes  llervey.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  Los  Angeles   35.70 

John   R.    Manna.  Grand  Chaplain,  Colton   35.70 

I\iatt  S.  Hughes.  Grand  Orator,  Pasadena   35.70 

William  Kettner,  Grand  Marshal,  San  Diego   44.15 

David  J.  Reese,   Grand   Standard  Bearer,  Ventura   29.70 
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Horace  V.  Ley,  (^/rand  Sword  Rearer,  Fort  Jones   31.90 

John  P.  Jarman,  Grand  Bible  Bearer,  San  Jose   2.80 

Joseph  H.  Stephens,  Junior  Grand  DeaccMi,  Sacramento   6.00 

Major  S.  Cook,  Senior  Grand  Steward,  El  Centro   52.20 

Clarence  A.  Berry,  Junior  Grand  Steward,  Glencoe   14.00 

Charles  H.  Ritchie,  Grand  Pursuivant,  Ocean  Park   35.70 

Total   $  365.25 

PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 

William  T.  Lucas,  Santa  Maria  '.  $  21.70 

Thomas  Flint,  Hollister    5.90 

Orrin  S.  Henderson.  Stockton   5.20 

Motley  H.  Flint,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Dana  R.  Weller,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Alonzo  J.  Monroe,  Eureka   24.00 

John  D.  Murphey,  Berkeley   .20 


Total   $  128.40 

CHAIRMEN    OF    STANDI  N(;  COMMITTEES. 

Jimmie  X.  Hall,  Alhambra,  Credentials  $  35.70 

INSPECTORS. 

Trustom  R.  Dinsmore,  First  District,  Eureka  $  24.00 

Gustav  A.  Hutaff.  Fourth  District,  Dunsmuir   17.80 

Henry  G.  Hill,  Fifth  District,  Redding   18.50 

Charles  S.  Baldwin,  Sixth  District,  Alturas   40.90 

Willard  Clark.  Seventh  District,  Orland   14.00 

Samuel  S.  Crow,  Eighth  District,  Lassen   34.40 

James  F.  Colley,  Twelfth  District,  Nevada  City   13.10 

M.  David  Lininger,  Thirteenth  District,  Auburn   8.00 

Charles  O.  Hamilton,  Fourteenth  District,  Oroville   9.90 

Lewis  B.  Wilcoxon,  Fifteenth  District.  Marysville   8.05 

George  H.  Simmons,  Sixteenth  District,  Williams   8.40 

Shafter  Mathews.  Seventeenth  District,  Lakeport   11.50 

Robert  L.  Robertson,  Nineteenth  District,  Vallejo   2.10 

J.  Frank  Morgan,  Twentieth  District,  Sacramento   6.00 

Hayes  H.  Gable,  Twenty-brst  District,  Woodland   5.80 

Louis  A.  Reeg,  Twenty-second  District,  Placerville   10.40 

James  E.  Dye,  Twenty-third  District,  Jackson   10.20 

Frederick  W.  Clough,  Twenty-fourth  District,  Angels  Camp   14.00 

William  J.  Thomayer,  Twenty-fifth  District,  Lodi   5.50 

John  H.  Murray,  Twenty-seventh  District,  Cordelia   3.10 
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William  J.  Garibaldi,  Twenty-eighth  District,  Oakland   .20 

(George  F.  Rodden.  Thirty-fifth  District,  San  Rafael  70 

Charles  G.  Landscheit,  Thirty-sixth  District,  Redwood  City....  1.80 

Charles  K.  Tnttle,  Thirty-eighth  District,  Pacific  Grove   7.00 

A.  C.  H.  Kylberg,  Thirty-ninth  District,  Merced   8.90 

Joseph  E.  Place,  Fortieth  District,  Los  Banos   8.30 

I.  d.  Clark,  Forty-first  District,  Bishop   55.10 

Ardie  L.  Smith,  Forty-second  District,  Fresno   15.60 

John  L.  Mitchell,  Forty-third  District,  Selma   16.70 

Frank  A.  Ellsworth,  Forty-fourth  District.  Tulare   18.30 

Richard  E.   Shore,  Forty-fifth  District,   Lemoore   17.70 

Arthur  S.  Crites.  Forty-sixth  District,  Bakersfield   23.40 

John  H.  Bean,  Forty-ninth  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Samuel  E.  Burke,  Fiftieth  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

F.dward  B.  Spencer,  Fifty-first  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Rohie  E.  Dill,  Fifty-second  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Winfred  J.  Sanborn,  Fifty-third  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Lemuel  L.  Test.  Fifty-fourth  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

William  A.  Vandegrift,  Fifty-fifth  District,  Pomona   35.70 

Lee  C.  Sawin,  Fifty-seventh  District,  Whittier   35.90 

Clark  H.  Shaw,  Fifty-eighth  District,  Long  Beach   36.50 

Eli  B.  Trago,  Fifty-ninth  District,  Santa  Ana   35.70 

Walter  B.  Howes.  Sixtieth  District,  San  Bernardino   35.70 

Henry  D.  French,  Sixty-first  District,  Riverside   35.70 

Egbert  C.  Bangs,  Sixty-second  District,  San  Diego   44.15 

J.  Stewart  Ross,  Sixty-third  District,  El  Centro   49.20 

Daniel  Cave,  Special  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 


Total   $  997.80 

RECAPITULATION. 

"For  Representatives  of  Lodges  $6,504.00 

For  Grand  Officers   365.25 

For  Past  Grand  Masters   128.40 

For  Chairman  of  Standing  Committees   35.70 

For  Inspectors    997.80 


Grand  total   $8,031.15 

*For  items,  see  pages  434-443. 


We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  levied  upon  the  subordinate  Lodges  of 
the  State  of  California  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  in  addition  to  the 
dues  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  the  sum  of  15  cents  for  each 
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nicnibcr  borne  upon  the  respective  rolls  at  the  date  of  the  animal 
reports.  Said  levy  shall  be  for  the  payment  of  Representatives,  C.rand 
Officers,  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  Inspectors,  and  shall  be  paid  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  the  annual 
dues. 

Bradford  Whbsthr, 
H.  D.  Kercheva'l, 
Hugh  K.  McKevitt, 
J.  A.  Stone, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  REPORT  OF 
GRAND  LECTURER. 

Brother  Benjamin  Kraus,  for  the  committee  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  reported 
as  follows : 

To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  annual  report  of  the 
V-'-  W-*.  Thomas  J.  Baker,  Grand  Lecturer,  has  the  honor  to  report 
as  follows  : 

It  is  with  the  utmost  gratification  that  your  committee  has  noted, 
not  only  through  the  persual  of  the  Grand  Lecturer's  report,  but  from 
personal  knowledge,  that  he  has  traversed  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  since  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Communication, 
imparting  to  all  a  knowledge  of  the  ritualistic  work  and  assisting  them 
materially  in  their  desire  to  perfect  themselves,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  confer  the  d_egrees  in  a  manner  most  impressive  to  the  recipients 
thereof ;  for  while  it  is  true  that  Masonry  does  not  consist  wholly  of 
the  conferring  of  degrees,  still  it  is  known  that  the  impressions  received 
by  the  candidate  from  the  work  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done 
are  indelibly  imprinted  on  the  mind  and  form  the  groundwork  of  his 
career  in  Masonry. 

In  reference  to  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Lecturer's  report  in 
which  he  makes  the  suggestion  that  the  Inspectors  be  furnished  with 
writing  material,  with  the  name  and  the  district  which  they  represent 
printed  thereon,  we  heartily  approve  of  the  same  and  recommend  that 
it  be  granted,  as  we  feel  that  communications  from  Inspectors  should 
have  an  official  heading. 
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We  especially  commend  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and 
expre^s  the  l)elicf  that  in  no  small  degree  has  the  success  of  our  efforts 
in  the  past  year  been  attributable  to  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Benj.  Kraus, 

T.    Z.  McMURRAY, 

James  Ramsey, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  ado])ted,  excei)tini;-  that  part  referring 
to  writing-  material  for  Inspectors,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  COAQirPTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  George  F.  Rodden,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  presented  the  general  report  of  that  committee, 
as  follows : 

I'o  f/ic  M-'-  IV-'-  Grand  Lodi^c  of  Califoiiiia : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

We  ha\e  recei\-ed  and  considered  the  reports  of  the  Boards  of 

Relief  of  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Oakland,  San  Jose, 

and  Honolulu,  and  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 

adoption  : 

Rcsohcd,  That  the  sum  of  $11,845.48  l)e  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  from  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  be  divided  as 


follows  : 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Francisco   $2,635.48 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Los   Angeles    7,500.00 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Diego    1.500.00 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Oakland    210.00 


Adopted. 


We  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  matter  of  salaries  for 
the  Grand  Officers  and  beg  leave  to  report  thereon  as  follows,  and  make 


the  following  recommendations  : 

The  salary  of  the  Cirand  Treasurer   ....$  200.{XI 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary    3.6(X).00 

The  salary  of  the  Assistant  Grand  Secretary   2,100.00 
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The  salary  of  the  Grand  Organist    60.00 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Tyler    125.00 

For  the  services  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence  200.00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Grand  Master,  to  be  used  in 
defraying  actual  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties   1,200.00 

The  salar\"  of  the  Grand  Lecturer   3,000.00 


As  it  is  impossi])le  to  know  the  exact  amount  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  the  conuuittec  recommends  that  the 
Grand  Lecturer  file  with  the  Grand  Secretary  an  itemized  account  of 
his  actual  expenses  incurred  in  tlic  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  that 
when  said  account  has  been  audited  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts  that 
it  be  paid  as  other  accounts  are  paid. 

Adopted. 

Resolved,  That  our  M-'.  W-'.  Grand  Master,  Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 
be  requested  to  sit  for  his  portrait  done  in  oil,  and  that,  when  finished, 
the  V-'-  W-'.  Grand  Secretary  have  the  same  suitably  framed  and 
placed  with  the  portraits  of  other  Past  Grand  Masters  in  tlic  Masonic 
Temple  of  this  city. 

Adopted. 

TIic  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Diego,  finding  it  impossible  to  prop- 
erly conduct  its  affairs  with  the  small  balance  in  its  treasury,  on 
August  9,  1915.  made  application  to  our  M.'.  W-'.  Grand  Master  for  a 
special  grant  of  $500.00.  Grand  Master  Bledsoe,  after  a  careful  exam- 
ination by  correspondence  and  reports,  approved  the  request  and  caused 
a  warrant  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  San  Diego  Board  of  Relief  for 
the  amount. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  "SL'.  W-'.  Grand  Master  in  grant- 
ing a  special  fund  of  $500.00  to  the  San  Diego  Board  of  Relief  l)e  and 
the  same  is  hereby  ratified  and  approved. 

Adoi)ted. 

Your  connnittec  has  examined  the  documentary  evidence  offered 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  306  for  a  refund  of  $2.45  ; 
i'  appearing  that  wlien  they  remitted  their  Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the 
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year  1914,  tiicy  inadvertently  included  payment  for  one  member  who 
had  previously  dimitled.    We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 
Rcsoli'cd.  That  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  .306  be  reimbursed  in  the  sum 
of  $2.45. 

Adopted. 

We  have  received  and  carefully  examined  a  voluminous  corre- 
spondence between  Reading  Lodge  No.  254  and  Blue  Ridge  Lodge  No. 
411  of  Blue  Ridge,  Georgia;  also  between  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Secretaries  of  the  respective  jurisdictions,  having  to  do  with  a  claim 
by  Reading  Lodge  against  Blue  Ridge  Lodge  for  the  sum  of  $50.00, 
an  amount  advanced  by  tlie  former  Lodge  in  aid  of  a  member  of  the 
latter. 

The  brother  assisted  was  seriously  ill  and  prompt  aid  was  manda- 
tor}^  His  home  Lodge  was  immediately  communicated  with  and  an 
cfifort  made  to  learn  its  wishes.  But  the  telegram  was  responded  to  by 
a  long  delayed  letter,  asking  information  as  to  the  physical  condition 
of  the  brother,  and  also  complaining  that  they  had  loaned  him  $35.00 
some  time  ago  wliich  had  never  been  repaid;  but  stating  that  they  would 
be  glad  to  do  what  they  could  for  the  brother.  The  correspondence 
in(hcates  tliat  Reading  Lodge  has  made  every  efifort  for  reimbursement 
without  success. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption  : 

Rrsolrrd.  That  the  sum  of  $50.00  be  paid  to  Reading  Lodge  No. 
254,  to  reiml)urse  it  for  moneys  expended  on  behalf  of  Brother  John 
Curtis  of  Blue  Ridge  Lodge  No.  411,  of  Blue  Ridge,  Ga. 

Ado])te(L 

Your  committee  has  considered  the  claim  of  Oak  Grove  Lodge  No. 
215,  amounting  to  $95.00,  expended  by  that  Lodge  for  the  funeral  of 
Mrs.  L.  L\on,  the  widow  of  a  dimitted  Mason. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215  be  reimliursed  in  the 
sum  of  $95.00,  the  amount  expended  for  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  L.  Lyons. 

Adopted. 

Your  Finance  Committee  has  given  grave  consideration  to  the 
res(jluti()n  wliicli  carried  i:  request  that  this  Grand  Lodge  should  lend 
to  the  Masonic  Building  Association  of  El  Centro,  the  sum  of  $5,000. 
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It  appears  that  the  Masonic  Building  of  that  city  was  practically  de- 
stroyed by  the  visitation  of  a  severe  earthquake ;  that  prior  to  its 
destruction,  it  was,  financially  speaking,  more  tlian  satisfactory;  that 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  l)nilding  is  rebuilt,  that 
condition  will  maintain. 

The  Association  olTers  as  security  for  the  requested  loan  one  note 
of  the  Association,  maturing  in  six  years  and  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  annually,  together  with  the 
notes  of  individual  stockholders  of  the  Association,  aggregating  the 
sum  of  $5,500.00. 

While  your  committee  is  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  lending  money 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  under  normal  conditions  w^ould  be  bad  policy,  and 
while  we  have  no  desire  to  establish  a  precedent,  and  would  not  have 
our  recommendation  construed  as  such,  still  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
destruction  of  the  temple  at  El  Centro  was  an  act  of  God  and  could 
not  be  foreseen  or  prevented,  we  offer  the  following  resolution  and 
recommend  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  loaned  from  the  treasury  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  to  the  ]\Iasonic  Building  Association 
of  El  Centro,  under  the  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  same. 

Adopted. 

Your  committee  has  also  had  under  consideration  the  correspond- 
ence between  King  David's  Lodge  No.  209  and  Housatonic  Lodge  No. 
61  of  Canaan,  Connecticut,  together  with  evidence  of  our  Grand  Master's 
unremitting  efforts  in  urging  a  claim  of  $450.00  wdiich  King  David's 
Lodge  held  against  Flousatonic  Lodge. 

King  David's  Lodge  rendered  aid  and  assistance  to  a  sick  and 
partially  demented  member  of  Housatonic  Lodge.  His  condition  was 
such  that  it  necessitated  hospitals,  doctors,  nurses  and  even  attend- 
ants oftentimes.  These  were  provided,  and,  according  to  King  David's 
understanding,  under  the  authority  of  Housatonic  Lodge. 

Housatonic  Lodge  denies  that  so  extensive  an  authority  was  in- 
tended or  conveyed,  notwithstanding  an  admonition  in  one  of  their 
early  letters  to  treat  the  afflicted  one  as  if  he  was  their  own  member. 
This  provided  a  misinterpretation,  which  can  not  rightly  be  charged 
against  anyone ;  but  nevertheless,  it  impresses  upon  us  the  conviction 
that  no  Lodge  should  spend  any  considerable  amount  of  money  on 
behalf  of  a  member  of  another  Lodge  without  first  taking  proper  pre- 
cautions to  establish  a  sane  business  understanding. 

However,  the  basic  facts  remain :  neither  subordinate  Lodge  can 
afford  the  expense,  and  in  that  there  are  debts  which  have  long  re- 
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maincd  unpaid,  and  the  .uocnl  name  of  the  Fraternity  is  ;it  stake,  we 
offer  the  f( )win,u  resohition  : 

Ri-solrcd,  That  the  sum  of  $450.00  l)e  paid  to  King  David's  Lodge 
Xo.  209.  as  reiml)nrsement  for  moneys  spent  and  for  the  payment  of 
ontstanding  del)ts  created  during  the  ilhiess  of  and  on  behalf  of 
Brother  Wright  of  Housatonic  Lodge  No.  61  of  Canaan,  Connecticut. 

Adopted. 

Your  committee  has  given  consideration  to  the  claim  of  the  Oak- 
land ^Masonic  I'oard  of  Relief,  the  amount  being  $2,163.02,  moneys  ex- 
pended in  behalf  of  ]\lrs.  R.  H.  Taylor,  the  widow  of  a  dimitted 
ivlason. 

This  amount  represents  the  relief  extended  over  a  period  of  years, 
and  was  originally  advanced  under  the  authority  and  at  the  instance 
of  Grand  Master  Geo.  M.  Ferine. 

The  exidence  in  tlie  case  shows  that  Brother  Taylor  dimitted  from 
Escurial  Lodge  Xo.  7.  of  the  jurisdiction  of  N.evada.  On  his  arrival  in 
San  Francisco  lie  presented  liis  (limit  to  Mission  Lodge  No.  169  of  that 
city,  and  was  b\  that  Lodge  rejected,  and  regularly  placed  said  (limit 
in  Mission  Lodge,  which  was  regularly  rejected  l\v  that  Lodge  until 
his  deatli  in  1905. 

We  are  in  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Oakland  Board  of 
Relief,  that  the  1)urden  of  this  and  similar  cases  sliould  not  entirely 
l,ie  placed  upon  the  brethren  of  the  particular  locality  in  which  the 
api)licant  ma}-  choose  to  reside,  but  should  l)e  borne  by  the  entire 
fraternity  of  the  State ;  and  we  recommend  that  suitable  legislation 
be  enacted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  will  effectually,  determinately, 
and  economically  prescribe  for  the  proper  care  of  dimitted  Masons,  their 
widows  and  orphans  in  this  State.  As  an  examination  of  the  financial 
statement  of  tlie  Oakland  Board  of  Relief  indicates  that  they  are  not 
in  inmiediate  need  of  the  aniount  asked  for,  we  therefore  make  the 
following  recommendation  : 

Rcsolz'cd,  Tliat  the  request  of  Oakland  Masonic  Board  of  Relief 
for  $2,163.02  be  not  granted. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  adopted,  but  on  motion  of  Brother  Gummow  the 
Grand  Lodge  agreed  to  relieve  Oakland  Board  of  Relief  of 
further  expense  on  account  of  the  widow  referred  to,  and 
'jn  motion  of  Brother  WTlliam  P.  Jeffries  the  Trustees  of 
the  Home  were  requested  to  provide  a  place  for  her  in  the 
Home  at  the  first  opportunity. 
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With  reference  to  the  resohition  of  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  provid- 
ing" for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  would  result  in  a 
communication  of  this  (^^rand  Lodge  once  every  third  \ear  in  Los  An- 
geles, we  apprehend  that  tlie  purpose  of  its  sul)missi()n  to  the  iMiiance 
Committee  is  that  the  Grand  Lodge  may  l)e  informed  as  to  the  additional 
cost  (if  any)  of  such  procedure. 

We  heg  to  report  as  follows  : 

Cost  of  session  of  1911— San  Francisco  $  6,979.20 

Cost  of  session  of  1912— Los  Angeles    11,338.55 

Cost  of  session  of  1913 — San  Francisco    7.676.70 

Your  committee  has  averaged  the  cost  of  the  two  San  Francisco 
sessions,  and  find  the  average  amount  to  he  $7,327.95. 

The  session  in  Los  Angeles  cost  approximately  55  per  cent  more. 

In  that  the  resolution  involves  a  question  of  policy  to  he  deter- 
mined hy  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  returned  without  recommendation. 

Thereupon  the  reconmiendation  of  the  Grand  Master 
that  section  11  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking 
out  the  qualifying  clause  added  in  1911  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following:  "Provided,  however,  that,  com- 
mencing with  the  year  1916  A.  L.,  and  every  third  year 
thereafter,  the  Annual  Communications  shall  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Los  Angeles,"  was  put  upon  its  passage  and  defeated. 


MASONJC  HOMES. 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  examined  the  financial  report 
presented  hy  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  Cali- 
fornia and  linds  the  statement  accurate  and  correct. 

We  could  not  feel  that  our  work  was  completed  if  we  failed  to 
express  our  admiration  for  the  excellent  methods  of  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Homes,  and  we  unanimously  suhscril)e  to  the  fervent 
sentiment  expressed  in.  our  Grand  Master's  report  that  all  engaged 
are  doing  God's  work. 

Your  committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  question  of 
maintenance  of  our  Homes  at  Decoto  and  San  Gahriel  and  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  per  capita  tax  of  one  dollar  should  he  continued. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recv)mmen(l  its 
adoption  : 
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Resolved,  Th:\{  ihe  usual  per  capita  lax  of  one  dollar  be  levied  on 
onr  nicniher^liip  for  the  maintenance  of  said  Dccoto  and  San  Gabriel 
Homes. 

Adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  carefully  examined  the  claim  of 
vSan  r^lateo  Lodge  No.  226  for  $164.95,  relief  advanced  to  Brother 
Cieoriic-  Ronnie,  a  member  of  Washington  Hidalgo  Lodge  No.  2,  of  Chi- 
I'.uahua.  Mexico.  Repeated  efforts  for  reimbursement  of  this  money 
have  l)een  made  by  San  Mateo  Lodge  No.  226,  but  without  success,  due, 
undoubtedly,  to  the  troubled  conditions  in  Mexico.  The  committee 
is  of  the  opinion  that  San  Mateo  Lodge  should  be  reimbursed  for  this 
relief  and  that  all  records  in  the  case  be  turned  over  to  the  Grand 
Secretar}-  with  a  view  for  further  attempt  for  reimbursement,  and 
offer  the  following  resolution  and  move  its  adoption : 

Rcsohrd,  That  San  Mateo  Lodge  No.  226  be  reimbursed  to  the 
amornt  of  $164.95  expended  in  the  relief  of  Bro.  Geo.  Bonnie  of 
Washington    Hidalgo   Lodge   No.  2  of  Chihuahua.  Mexico. 

Adopted. 

It  appearing  from  the  books  of  the  Committee  on  Pay  of  Members, 
that  Brother  S.  H.  Crow,  Inspector  of  the  Eighth  District,  received 
less  than  his  proper  mileage  fee  for  attendance  on  the  last  communica- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge,  your  Finance  Committee  introduces  and 
a^ks  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $10.00  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  or- 
dered paid  to  Brother  S.  H.  Crow. 

Adopted. 

M.XSONIC   TEMPLK  STOCK. 

"S'our  Finance  Committee  has  had  under  most  careful  considera- 
tion the  resolution  referred  to  it  asking  tliat  the  sum  of  $50,000.00 
be  appropriated  from  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the  purpose 
of  sul^scribing  for  stock  in  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  Grand  Lodge  should  aid  this 
enterprise  as  far  as  it  can  consistently  do  so. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  subscribes  for  4,000  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  California  (par 
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value  of  $10.00  each  share),  in  addition  to  the  stock  of  said  Association 
ah-ead}^  owned. 

W.  r.  JiU'i'RiES, 
J.  H.  Stephens, 
Wm.  a.  Sherman, 
J.  H.  Bean, 
George  F.  Rodden. 

Adopted. 


On  motion  of  Past  Grand  blaster  Henderson  the  annual 
election  was  fixed  for  2  :30  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Friday,  October  15,  1915. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  2  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

The  Grand  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  following 
from  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master:  'T  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  the  incoming  Grand  Master  be  authorized  to 
extend  recognition  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  when  he 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  Grand  Orient  is  no  longer  invading 
any  of  our  American  jurisdictions,"  and  moved  that  the 
recommendation  be  adopted.    The  motion  prevailed. 

Brother  Harry  L.  Dewey  presented  a  resolution  provid- 
ing for  the  paintnig  of  portraits  of  deceased  Past  Grand 
Masters,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


ELECnON  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  annual  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  now  in  order,  and 
appointed  tellers.    The  election  resulted  as  follows : 
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'llie  R.'.  Albert  (i.  Burnett,  of  Santa  Rosa  Lodge 

No.  57.  was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Master. 

'i'he  R.*.  A\'.'.  L^rancis  W .  Iveesling,  of  California  Lodge 
Xo.  L  was  unanimously  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  R.'.  W  illiam  Rhodes  Hervey,  of  Pentalpha 

Lodge  Xo.  202,  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

The  Bradford  A\'ebster,  of  Live  ( )ak  Lodge  Xo. 

61,  was  elected  Junior  Grand  \\\arden. 

The  AL'.  AA  .'.  William  P.  Filmer,  of  King  Solomon's 
Lodge  Xo.  260,  was  unanimously  re-elected  (irand  Treas- 
urer. 

The  A^.*.  AA\'.  John  AA'hicher,  of  King  David's  Lodge 
Xo.  209,  was  unanimously  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  A'.*.  W.'.  Thomas  J.  Baker,  of  L-nion  Lodge  Xo. 
58,  was  unaniuKHisly  re-elected  Grand  Lecturer. 

The  (  irand  A I  aster-elect  then  caused  to  be  read  the  list 
of  ap])()inted  officers,  as  follows  : 

(irand  Chaplain.  John  A.  ]>.  Fry,  of  Charter  Rock  Lodge 
Xo.  410. 

(irand  Orator.  John  \1.  Eshleman,  of  El  Centro  Lodge 
Xo.  384. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  Harry  S.  Johnson,  of  San 
Francisco  Lodge  X^o.  360. 

Grand  Marshal,  Williani  Kettner.  of  San  Diego  Lodge 
Xo.  35. 

Oand  Standard  Bearer.  David  J.  Reese,  of  San  Buena- 
ventura Lodge  Xo.  214. 

(jrand  Sword  Bearer,  Horace  V".  Ley,  of  Xorth  Star 
Lodge  Xo.  91. 

Grand  Bible  Bearer.  John  P.  Jarman,  of  San  Jose  Lodge 
Xo.  10. 
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Senior  Grand  Deacon,  Joseph  E.  Levin,  of  Jewel  Lod^e 
No.  374. 

Junior  Grand  Deacon,  Rol)ert  Greig-,  of  Durant  Lodge 
No.  268. 

Senior  Grand  Steward,  Ro1)ert  E.  Allan,  of  Mission 
Lodge  No.  169. 

Junior  Grand  Steward,  Erancis  W.  Mixter,  of  Exeter 
Lodge  No.  424. 

Grand  Pursuivant,  Theodore  J.  Milliken,  of  Tehama 
Lodge  No.  3. 

Grand  Organist,  Samuel  D.  Mayer,  of  California  Lodge 
No.  L 

Grand  Tyler,  George  P.  Adams,  of  California  Lodge 
No.  I.  "  ' 


EINAL  REPORT  OE  EINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Brother  George  E.  Rodden,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Einance,  reported  as  follows : 

To  the  M.'.  JV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

Referring  to  the  Grand  Lecturer's  report,  wherein  the  suggestion 
is  made  that  the  Inspectors  be  furnished  with  writing  material  with 
their  name  and  the  district  which  they  represent  printed  thereon,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  purpose  of  the  recommendation  is  to  im- 
press upon  the  Lodges  of  the  several  districts  the  fact  that  any  com- 
munication received  from  an  Inspector  has  emanated  from  an  authori- 
tative source  and  as  such  should  be  given  the  respect  and  considera- 
tion to  be  accorded  such  communications.  Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  such  a  procedure  would  entail  an  imnecessary  expense ; 
that  the  good  resultant  would  not  be  commensurate  with  the  cost. 
We  therefore  offer  a  substitute  motion  in  the  form  of  a  resolution 
which  we  feel  will  effect  the  purpose  at  infinitely  less  cost : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  and  instructed 
to  send  to  each  of  the  Inspectors  of  this  jurisdiction  at  least  fifty  sheets 
of  Grand  Lodge  letter  paper  and  an  equal  number  of  envelopes  from 
which  the  name  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  have  been  omitted,  for 
use  by  the  Inspectors  in  their  official  communications. 
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The  report  was  adopted  ]:»y  more  than  a  three-fourths 
vote. 


To  the  M.'.  li'.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

By  reason  of  the  rather  lax  methods  often  employed  by  our 
isubordinate  Lodges  in  the  extension  of  relief  to  members  of  other 
jurisdictions,  and  owing  to  a  disinclination  and  ofttimes  positive 
refusal  of  many  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges  of  other  jurisdictions 
to  reimburse  our  Lodges  for  amounts  so  expended,  we  feel  it  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  introduce  a  resolution  tending  to  control,  in  some 
measure,  the  lamentable  conditions  which  often  arise.  We  therefore 
offer  the  following  resolutions  and  recommend  their  adoption  : 

Be  it  resolved.  No  subordinate  Lodge  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
shall  apply  to  this  Grand  Lodge  for  reimbursement  for  moneys  ex- 
pended on  behalf  of  a  member  o{  any  other  jurisdiction,  unless  it 
shall  have  expended  such  moneys  l)y  direct  authority  of  the  subordinate 
Lodge  of  which  the  applicant  is  a  member,  or  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  his 
jurisdiction  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  every  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  resolutions  were  defeated. 


To  the  M.'.  W-'-  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

There  has  been  presented  to  your  committee  a  resolution  which 
provides  for  the  painting  of  portraits  of  Past  Grand  Masters,  twent}-- 
two  in  number,  the  cost  of  each  painting  to  be  $100.00. 

Your  committee  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  purpose  of  the 
resolution.  Knowing  how  highly  revered  those  Past  Grand  Masters 
were  by  th.osc  members  of  this  Grand  Body  who  knew  them,  we  feel 
that  to  perpetuate  in  our  memories  their  beloved  faces  is  but  a  small 
tithe  of  the  honor  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

However,  the  resolution,  coming  to  us  as  it  has  in  the  closing 
hours  of  this  session,  gives  us  no  opportunity  to  properly  investigate 
its  conditions.  We  feel,  however,  that  a  special  committee  should 
be  appointed  in  order  that  the  best  results  may  be  attained,  and  we 
therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  appoint  a  special  committee  of 
three  to  consider  the  question  of  having  the  portraits  of  our  Past  Grand 
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Masters  painted  anJ  suitably  framed,  and  to  advise  this  Grand  Lodge 
at  its  next  Annual  Communication. 


Committee. 

Adopted  by  more  than  three-fourths  vote. 


The  Grand  Officers,  excepting"  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
Grand  Orator  and  Junior  Grand  Deacon,  were  then  duly 
installed  in  their  several  stations  and  places  by  Grand  blas- 
ter Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe,  assisted  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Alonzo  J.  Monroe  as  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

The  retiring  Grand  Master  was  presented  with  a  dinner 
set  of  twenty-eight  pieces  of  sterling  silver  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  Past  Grand  Master  Patton  making  the  presentation. 


The  Grand  Master  announced  the  appointment  of  Stand- 
ing Committees  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows: 


Cjh'A).  F.  RoDDI'N^ 

Wm.  a.  Sherman, 
Wm.  p.  JEI'I-'RIES, 

J.  H.  Bean, 

Jos.  H.  Stephens, 


INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


Jurisprudence : 

Frank  M.  Angellotti, 
William  S.  Wells, 
Charles  L.  Patton, 
Dana  R.  Weller, 
John  D.  Murphey. 
Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 
Alonzo  J.  Monroe. 


Finance: 

George  P.  Rodden, 
John  H.  Bean, 
Orel  M.  Goldaracena, 
Joseph  H.  Stephens, 
William  A.  Sherman. 


Credentials: 


Jimmie  N.  Hall, 
Frank  C.  Mulkey, 
Fred  L.  Arbogast, 


Grievances : 

Charles  Albert  Adams, 
Joseph  P.  Bernhard, 
George  L.  Jones, 
Randolph  V.  Whiting, 
Walter  F.  Haas. 


Robert  B.  Gaylord, 
Clark  H.  Shaw. 
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Accounts: 

Hugh  J.  Owen, 
Edward  E.  Conn, 
Daniel  E.  F.  Easton, 
x\lbert  A.  Rosenshine, 
Fred  B.  Wood. 

Ritual : 

Thomas  J.  Baker, 
Dana  R.  Weller, 
Edward  H.  Hart. 

'J'rustccs  of  Masouic  Homes: 
William  S.  Wells, 
Edward  B.  Spencer, 
Elmer  E.  Stone, 
Motley  H.  Flint, 
Thomas  Flint. 

liudoicincut  Committee  of  Masonic 
Homes: 
Motley  H.  Flint, 
Samuel  E.  Burke, 
Clayton  F.  Draper, 
George  M.  Ferine, 
Benjamin  B.  Tuttle, 
Frank  K.  Towne, 
Frederick  W.  Clough, 
Frederick  B.  Nichols, 
Joseph  D.  Pillsbury. 


Ketums: 

Arthur  S.  Crites, 
John  B.  Wuersching, 
George  W.  LeMoin, 
Joseph  D.  Abrams, 
Charles  D.  Barnett. 

Correspoiideuee: 

Edward  H.  Hart, 
Lemuel  L.  Test, 
Edgar  B.  Levi, 
George  A.  DeWitt, 
William  Kay. 

Pay  of  Members: 

Howard  D.  Kercheval, 
Amos  Stevens, 
Hugh  K.  McKevitt, 
John  H.  McGehee, 
Clarence  A.  Berry. 

Library: 

Henry  M.  Owens, 
John  W.  Gwilt, 
William  B.  Cameron, 
Sidney  B.  Force, 
Harry  E.  Leland. 

Masonic  Jidueation : 
Irving  J.  .Mitchell, 
Alfred  W.  Bush, 
John  Whicher. 


At  4:30  o'clock,  all  business  being  now  completed,  the 


Grand  Lodge  was  closed. 


ALBERT  ( 


?,L^RXET1\ 
Grand  Master. 


JOHN  W  HICHER, 

Grand  Secretary. 


"MOON"  DATES. 


For  the  benefit  of  Masters  of  Lodges  whose  by-laws  call  for  Stated 
Meetings  "of  or  Preceding  the  Full  Moon,"  the  following  dates  are 
given  for  the  year  1916. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May. 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 



Monday  

17 

14 

13 

17 

15 

12 

10 

11 

9 

6 

4 

Tuesday  

18 

15 

14 

11 

16 

13 

11 

8 

5 

10 

7 

5 

Wednesday . . 

19 

16 

15 

12 

17 

14 

12 

9 

6 

11 

8 

6 

Thursday  

20 

17 

16 

13 

11 

15 

13 

10 

7 

5 

9 

7 

Friday  

14 

18 

17 

14 

12 

9 

14 

11 

8 

6 

3 

8 

Saturday  

15 

12 

18 

15 

13 

10 

8 

12 

9 

7 

4 

9 

Stated 

Meetings  "of 

or  Succeeding  the  Full  Moon." 

Monday  

24 

21 

20 

17 

22 

19 

17 

14 

11 

16 

13 

11 

Tuesday  

25 

22 

21 

18 

23 

20 

18 

15 

12 

17 

14 

12 

Wednesday  

26 

28 

22 

19 

17 

21 

19 

16 

13 

11 

15 

13 

Tliursday  

20 

24 

23 

20 

18 

15 

20 

17 

14 

12 

9 

14 

Friday  

21 

18 

24 

21 

19 

16 

14 

18 

15 

13 

10 

15 

Saturday  

22 

19 

25 

22 

20 

17 

15 

19 

16 

14 

1 1 

16 
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LIST   OF   ELECTIVE   GRAND  OFFICEHS 


LIST  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION  ON  THE 


Year 

Elected. 


Grand  Master. 


Deputy 
Grand  Master. 


1850  •Jonathan  D.  Stevenson...  'John  A.  Tutt  

1851  •John  A.  Tutt   *Benjamin  D.  Hyam.. 

1852  *Benjamin  D.  Hyam   *Charles  M.  RadclifY.. 

1853  •Charles  M.  Radcliff   *Townsend  A.  Thomas 

1854  •William  H.   Howard   *Nathaniel  G.  Curtis., 

1855  *William  H.  Howard   *Townsend  A.  Thomas 

1856  •William  H.   Howard   *John  A  Raymond  

1857  *Nathaniel  G.  Curtis   *Charles  Marsh  

1858  •Nathaniel  G.  Curtis   *Fhilip  W.  Shepheard. 

1859  *Nathaniel  G.  Curtis   *PhiIip  W.  Shepheard. 

1860  •Nathaniel  G.  Curtis   *Philip  W.  Shepheard. 

1861  •James  L.  English   *William  C.  Belcher.. 

1862  •William  C.  Belcher   *Gilbert  B.  Claiborne.. 

1863  *William  C.  Belcher   *Gilbert  B.  Claiborne.. 

1864  *WilIiam  C.  Belcher   *Gilbert  B.  Claiborne.. 

1865  *Gilbert  B.  Claiborne   William  A.  Davies... 

1866  *Gilbert  B.  Claiborne   *Henry  H.  Hartley  

1867  William  A.  Davies   *Henry  H.  Hartley  

1868  •Charles   Marsh   •Leonidas  E.  Pratt  

1869  •Leonidas  E.  Pratt   *Isaac  S.  Titus  

1870  *Leonidas  E.  Pratt   *Isaac  S.  Titus  

1871  *Leonidas  E.  Pratt   *Charles  L.  Wiggin... 

1872  •Leonidas  E.  Pratt   *Benj.  H.  Freeman... 

1873  *Isaac  S.  Titus   George  C.  Perkins... 

1874  George  C.  Perkins   •John  M.  Browne  

1875  *John  M.  Browne   *Charles  L.  Wiggin... 

1876  *John  M.  Browne   *Charles  L.  Wiggin... 

1877  •John  M.  Browne   *Charles  L.  Wiggin... 

1878  *John  M.  Browne   *William  W.  Traylor.. 

1879  *William  W.  Traylor   Samuel  C.  Denson  

1880  Samuel  C.  Denson   *Clay  W.  Taylor  

1881  •Clay  W.  Taylor   *John  Q.  Adams  

1882  *Clay  W.  Taylor   *  Jonathan  D.  Hines... 

1883  •Jonathan  D.  Hines   *Wiley  J.  Tinnin  

1884  •Jonathan  D.  Hines   *Wiley  J.  Tinnin  

1885  *Wiley  J.  Tinnin   *Edmund  C.  Atkinson. 

1886  *Edmund  C.  Atkinson   *Hiram  N.  Rucker  

1887  •Hiram  N.  Rucker   *Morris  M.  Estee  

1888  *Morris  M.  Estee   *Alvah  R.  Conklin  

1889  •Morris  M.  Estee   *William  .Johnston  

1890  •Alvah  R.  Conklin   *William  Johnston  

iS91    •W^illiam  Johnston   '^Charles  Ray  Gritman. 

1892  •Charles  R.  Gritman    *Henry  S.  Orme  

1893  *Henry  S.  Orme   James  B.  Stevens  

1894  James  B.  Stevens   *Edward  M.  Preston.. 

1895  *Edward  M.  Preston   William  T.  Lucas  ... 


Senior 
Grand  Warden. 

♦Caleb  Fenner. 
*E.  F.  W.  Ellis. 
•Adolphus  Hollub. 
•John  R.  Crandall. 
•Rector  E.  Cole. 
•John  A.  Raymond. 
•Lemuel  Lyon. 
•Aaron  D.  Park. 
•William  McCormick. 
•Ebenezer  Lane. 
•William  C.  Belcher. 
•John  W.  Harville. 
•John  W.  Harville. 
•Louis  Cohn. 

William  A.  Davies. 
•Isaac  S.  Titus. 
*Wm.  H.  Peterson. 
*Thomas  Beck. 
•Theodore  G.  Cockrill. 
•John  S.  Ward. 
•Charles  L.  Wiggin. 
•Benj.  H.  Freeman. 

George  C.  Perkins. 
•John  M.  Browne. 
•William  B.  Parker. 
*Wiley  J.  Tinnin. 
*William  S.  Wells. 
*Winiam  W.  Traylor. 
•William  H.  Crane. 
•Clay  W.  Taylor. 
•John  Q.  Adams. 
•Jonathan  D.  Hines. 
•Edmund  C.  Atkinson. 
•Edmund  C.  Atkinson. 
•Edmund  C.  Atkinson. 
•Hiram  N.  Rucker. 
•Morris  M.  Estee. 
•Alvah  R.  Conklin. 
•William  Johnston 
•Charles  R.  Gritman. 
•Charles  R.  Gritman. 
*Henry  S.  Orme. 

James  B.  Stevens. 
•Edward  M.  Preston. 

William  T.  Lucas. 

Thomas  Flint. 


♦Deceased 
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M.-.  W.-.  GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA, 

18TJI  DAY  OF  APRIL,  A.  L.  5850. 


Junior  Grand  Grand 

Grand  Warden.  Grand   Treasurer  Secretary.  Lecturer. 

I  'Sashel  Woods,  *Levi  Stowell   *John  H.  Gihon  

♦Benj.  S.  Olds   *Townsend  A.  Thomas.  *Levi  Stowell  

♦John  R.  McConnell...  *  Addison  Martin  'Levi  Stowell  

•Richard  F.  Knott         *  Addison  Martin  *Levi  Stowell  

i"* 'Robert  N.  Wood   *  Addison  Martin  *Levi  Stowell  

i  •Samuel  A.  Merritt...  *Addison  Martin  •Levi  Stowell  

^  •Peter  W.  Randle   *Addison  Martin   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

I  'John  B.  Bope   *  Addison  Martin   'Alex.  G.  Abeli  

[•James  W.  Bicknell...  *Addison  Martin   'Alex  G.  Abeli  

^ 'Thomas  P.  Hawley..  *Addison  Martin   *Alex  G.  'Abeli  

I  'Alvinza  Hayward         *Addison  Martin   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

»  •Caleb  E.  Wilcoxon...  *james  Laidley  *Alex  G.  Abeli  

•John  B.  Hewson  *  James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

!•  William  A.  Davies...  *James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

i  •Isaac  S.  Titus  *  James  Laidley  *Alex  G.  Abeli   ... 

1  ♦Henry  H.  Hartley  *  James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  *. . . . 

I  *Thomas  Beck    *  James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

:  •Leonidas  E.  Pratt  *  James  Laidley  *Alex  G.  Abeli  

Frederick  F.  Barss...  *  James  Laidley  'Alex  G.  Abeli  

'  •Richard  Dale    'James  Laidley   'Alex  G.  Abeli  

j  •Benj.  H.  Freeman...  *James  Laidley  *Alex  G.  Abeli  

!   Geo.  C.  Perkins   *  James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

i  *John  M.  Browne   *  James  Laidley  *Alex  G,  Abeli  

j   Chas.  E.  Mitchell  *James  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

I  *Wiley  J.  Tinnin   *.Tames  Laidley   *Alex  G.  Abeli  

I  *Jacob  H.  Neff   *James  Laidley  *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

!  •Solon  W.  Craigue  *  James  Laidley  •Alex.  G.  Abeli  

I  *Wm.  H.  Crane  *Moses  Heller   *Alex,  G.  Abeli  

I  •Robert  C.  Broder         *Moses  Heller   •Alex.  G.  Abeli  

♦John  Q.  Adams   *Moses  Heller   •Alex.  G.  Abeli  

!  ♦Orrin  W.  Hollenbeck.  *Moses  Heller   *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

i  •Thomas  J.  Bowers...  *Moses  Heller   *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

i  •George  Hinds   *Moses  Heller   *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

!  •Hiram  N.  Rucker  *Moses  Heller   *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

1  •Hiram  N.  Rucker  *Moses  Heller   •Alex.  G.  Abeli  

;  •Henry  H.  Knapp  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

I  •Alvah  R.  Conklin  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

'  •Wm.  Johnston   *Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  'Alex.  G.  Abeli  

I  'Marcus  D.  Boruck...  'Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  *Alex.  G.  Abeli  

I  'Henry  S.  Orme   'Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  'Alex.  G.  Abeli  

jj  *Henry  S.  Orme   'Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  'George  Johnson  

j    James  B.  Stevens  'Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  'George  Johnson  

i>  'Edward  M.  Preston..  'Nathan  W.  Spaulding.  'George  Johnson  

I    Wm.  T.  Lucas  =^Edward  Coleman   'George  Johnson  

I    Thomas  Flint   '■■'Edward  Coleman   'George  Johnson  

'    Prank  M.  Angellotti. .  ^Edward  Coleman   'George  Johnson  


*  Deceased. 
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LIST  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION  ON  THE 


Year. 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
U'02 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 


Grand  Master. 


Deputy 
Grand  Master. 


Thomas  Flint. 


*James  A.  Foshay. . 
William  S.  Wells... 
Orrin  S.  Henderson 


William  T.  Lucas  

Thomas  Flint   Frank  M.  Angellotti 

Frank  M.  Angellotti   Charles  L.  Pal  ton.. 

Charles  L.  Patton  

"Mames  A.  Foshay  

William  S.  Wells  

Orrin  S.  Henderson   Charles  W.  Nutting 

Charles  W.  Nutting   George  W.  Hunter 

George  W.  Hunter   Motley  H.  Flint... 

Motley  H.  Flint  ,   Edward  H.  Hart.. 

Edward  H.  Hart   Geo.  M.  Ferine  

George  M.  Ferine   *Reuben  H.  Lloyd. 

Oscar  Lawler   *W.  Frank  Pierce.. 

*W.  Frank  Pierce   Dana  R.  Weller — 

Dana  R.  Weller   Alonzo  J.  Monroe. 

Alonzo  J.  Monroe  

Wm.  P.  Filmer  


Wm.  P.  Filmer... 
John  D.  Murphey. 


John  D.  Murphey   Benj.  F.  Bledsoe.. 

Benj,  F.  Bledsoe   Albert  G.  Burnett. 

Albert   G.   Burnett   Francis  V.  Keeslin; 


Senior 
Grand  Warden. 

Frank  M.  Angellotti. 

Charles  L.  Patton. 
*James  A.  Foshay. 

William  S.  Wells. 

Orrin  S.  Henderson. 

Charles  W.  Nutting. 

George  W.  Hunter. 

Motley  H.  Flint. 

Edward  H.  Hart. 

George  M.  Ferine. 
*Reuben  H.  Lloyd. 

Oscar  Lawler. 

Dana  R.  Weller. 

Alonzo  J.  Monroe. 

Wm.  P.  Filmer. 

John  D.  Murphey. 

Benj.  F.  Bledsoe. 

Albert  G.  Burnett. 

Francis  V.  Keesling. 

Wm.  Rhodes  Hervey 


•Deceased. 
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Junior 
Grand  Warden. 


Grand  Treasurer. 


Grand 
Secretary 

*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
*George  Johnson. 
♦George  Johnson. 

John  Whicher. . . 

John  Whicher... 

John  Whicher. . . 

John  Whicher... 

John  Whicher  . 

John  Whicher... 

.John  Whicher... 

John    Whicher.  . 


Grand 
Lecturer. 


Wm.  H.  Edwards. 
Wm.  H,  Edwards. 
Wm.  H.  Edward.s. 
Wm.  H.  Edwards. 
Wm.  H.  Edwards. 
Wm.  H.  Edwards. 
Wm.  H.  Edwards. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 
Thomas  J.  Baker. 


Cliarles  L.  Patten ..  .*Edward  Coleman 
H  James  A.  Foshay . . .  .*Edward  Coleman 

William   S.  Wells. ..  .*Ed ward  Coleman 

lOrrin  S.  Henderson .  .*Ed ward  Coleman 
^Charles  W.  Nutting  .  .*Edward  Coleman 

lOeorge  W.  Hunter ..  .*Edward  Coleman 
(^Motley  H.   Flint  *Edward  Coleman 

[Edward  H.  Hart  *Edward  Coleman 

[George  M.  Ferine.  ..  .*Ed ward  Coleman, 
'Reuben  H.  Lloyd ...  .*Ed ward  Coleman 

Oscar  Lawler   *Edward  Coleman. 

,W.   Frank  Pierce ...  .*Ed  ward  Coleman, 

[Alonzo  J.  Monroe. ..  .*Ed ward  Colem.an, 
ijWilliam  P.  Filmer. .  .^Edward  Coleman, 
iJohn  D.  Murphey .  . .  .*Edward  Coleman, 
'Benj.   F.    Bledsoe. ..  .*Edward  Coleman, 

Albert  G.   Burnett ..  .*Edward  Coleman, 

Francis  V.  Keesling.  .  Wm.   P.   Filmer. . 

W.  Rhodes  Hervey..  Wm.  P.  Filmer... 
I  Bradford    Webster.  ..  Wm.  P.  Filmer.. 


•Deceased. 


I 


552 


GRAND  LODGES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  BRITISH  AMERICA. 


GRAND  LODGES  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES 
AND  BRITISH  AMERICA 

111  Correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California 


Grand  Lodges. 


Grand  Secretaries. 


Residences. 


Organized 


Alabama   George  A.  Beauchamp.Montg-omery   June 

Alberta   Geo.  Macdonald  Calgarv   Oct. 

Arizona   George  J.  Roskruge. . .Tucson   Mar. 

Arkansas   Fay  Hempstead   Little  Rock  Mar. 

British  Columbia.  ..W.  A.  DeWolf  Smith.. New  Westminster.  .Feb. 

Canada   R-  L-  Gunn  Hamilton   Oct. 

Colorado   Charles  H.  Jacobson.  ..Denver   Aug. 

Connecticut   George  A.  Kies  Hartford   July 

Delaware   V.  V.  Harrison  Wilmington   June 

Dist.  of  Columbia.  .Arvine  W.  Johnston. .  .Washington   Feb. 

Florida   Wilber  P.  Webster. .. .Jacksonville   July 

Georgia   W.  A.  Wolihin  Macon   Dec. 

Idaho   Theophilus  W.  Randall  Boise   Dec. 

Illinois   Isaac  Cutter  Camp  Point   April 

Indiana   Calvin  W.  Prather  Indianapolis   Jan. 

Iowa   Newton  R.  Parvin  Cedar  Rapids  Jan. 

Kansas   Albert  K.  Wilson  Topeka   Mar. 

Kentucky   Dave  Jackson  Louisville   Oct. 

Louisiana   lohn  A.  Davilla  New  Orleans   June 

Maine   Stephen  Berry  Portland   June 

Manitoba   James  A.  Ovas  Winnepeg   May 

Maryland   George  Cook   Baltimore   April 

Massachusetts.    ...Fred'k  W.  Hamilton .  .Boston   Mar. 

Michigan   Lou  B.  Winsor  Reed  City   Sept. 

Minnesota   John  Fishel  Saint  Paul   Feb. 

Mississippi   Frederick  G.  Speed  Vicksburg   July 

Missouri   John  R.  Parson  St.  Louis   May 

Montana   Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.. Helena   Jan. 

Nebraska   Francis  E.  White  Omaha   Sept. 

Nevada   .Edward  D.  Vanderleith.Carson   Jan. 

New  Brunswick  ...J.  Twining  Hartt  Saint  John  Oct. 

New  Hampshire  Harry  M.  Cheney  Concord   July 

New  Jersey   Theo.  B.  Townlev  Trenton   Dec. 

New  Mexico  Alpheus  A.  Keen  Albuquerque   Aug. 

New  York   Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers.New  York  Sept. 

North  Carolina  John  C.  Drewry  Raleigh   Dec. 

North  Dakota  Walter  L.  Stockwell. .. Fargo   June 

Nova  Scotia  Thomas  Mowbray  Halifax   Jan. 

Ohio   Jacob  H.  Brom well. .  .Cincinnati   Jan. 

Oklahoma   Wm.  M.  Anderson  Oklahoma    City  Nov. 

Oregon   James  F.  Robinson  Portland   Sept. 

Pennsylvania  John  A.  Perry  Philadelphia   Sept. 

Prince  Ed.  Island.  .Walter  P.  Doull  Charlottetown  June 

Quebec   Will  H.  Whyte   Montreal   Oct. 

Rhode  Island   S.  Penrose  Williams.  .Providence   June 

Saskatchewan   J.  M.  Shaw  Regina   Aug. 

South  Carolina  O.  Frank  Hart  Columbia   Mar. 

South  Dakota   Geo.  A.  Pettigrew  Sioux  P'alls   July 

Tennessee   Stith  M.  Cain  Nashville    Dec. 

Texas   W.  B.  Pierson  Waco   Dec. 

Utah   Fieeman  A.   McCarty.Salt  Lake  City  Jan. 

Vermont   Henry  H.  Ross   Burlington  Oct. 

Virginia   Charles  A.  Nesbitt  Richmond   Oct. 

Washington   Horace  W.  Tyler  Tacoma   Dec. 

West  Virginia  lohn  M.  Collins  Charleston  May 

Wisconsin   William  W.  Perry  Milwaukee   Dec. 

Wyoming   Jos.  M.  Londes  Casper  Dec. 


1821 
1905 
1882 
1882 
1832 
1855 
1861 
1789 
1806 
1811 
1830 
1786 
1867 
1840 
1818 
1844 
1856 
1800' 
1812 
1820 
1875 
1887 
1777 
1844 
1863 
1818 
1821 
1866 
1857 
1865. 
1867 
1789 
1786 
1877 
1781 
1777 
1889 
1866 
1808 
1909 
1851 
1786 
1875 
1869 
1791 
1906 
1787 
1775 
1813 
1837 
1872 
1794 
1778 
1858 
1865 
1843. 
1.S74 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


553 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  LODGES 


Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

Abell   146  Ukiah   Mendocino. 

Acacia   92  Coloma   El  Dorado. 

Adin   250  Adin   Modoc. 

Alamo   122  Walnut  Creek   Contra  Costa. 

Alameda  167  Centerville   Alameda. 

Alcatraz   244  Oakland   Alameda. 

Alhambra   322  Alhambra   Los  Angeles. 

Alisal  321  Pleasanton   Alameda. 

Alpha   431  Richmond   Contra  Costa. 

Alta  333  Bridgeport   .Mono. 

Alturas   248  Alturas   Modoc. 

Amity   370  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Amador   65  Jackson   Amador. 

Anaheim  207  Anaheim   Orange. 

Anchor   273  Compton   Los  Angeles. 

Antioch  175  Antioch   Contra  Costa. 

Apollo   396  Alameda  Alameda. 

Areata  106  Areata   Humboldt. 

Arroyo   274  Arroyo  Grande   San  Luis  Obispo. 

Arlington   414  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Artesia   377  Artesia  Los  Angeles. 

Ashlar  306  Colton   San  Bernardino. 

Athens   228  Davis   Yolo. 

Azusa   305  Azusa   Los  Angeles. 

Bakersfield  224  Bakersfield   Kern. 

Balder   393  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Bay  View   401  Oakland   Alameda. 

Bear  Mountain   76  Angels  Camp   Calaveras. 

Benicia    5  Benicia   Solano. 

Berkeley  363  Berkeley   Alameda. 

Bethlehem   453  San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

Blaekmer   442  San  Diego  San  Diego. 

Bodie   252  Bodie   Mono. 

Brawley  402  Brawley   Imperial. 

Brentwood   345  Brentwood   Contra  Costa. 

Brooklvn   225  East  Oakland  Alameda. 
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Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

Buckeye   195  Winters   Yolo. 

Buena  Park  357  Buena  Park  Orange. 

Burbank   406  Burbank   Los  Angeles. 

Burlingame   400  Burlingame   San  Mateo. 

Calexico   412  Calexico   Imperial. 

California    1  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Calaveras    78  San  Andreas  Calaveras. 

Callayomi   282  Middletown  Lake. 

Calistoga   233  Calistoga   Napa. 

Carpinteria   444  Carpiuteria   Santa  Barbara. 

Carquinez  337  Crockett   Contra  Costa. 

Charity   362  Campbell   Santa  Clara. 

Charter  Eock  410  Berkeley  Alameda. 

Chico  Ill  Chico   Butte. 

Chino  Valley   427  Chino   San  Bernardino. 

Claiborne   185  Point  Arena   Mendocino. 

Claremont   436  Claremont   Los  Angeles. 

Clay   101  Dutch  Flat  Placer. 

Clear  Lake   183  Lower  Lake   Lake. 

Clinton   119  Igo   Shasta. 

Clovis   417  Clovis   Fresno. 

Coalinga   387  Coalinga  Tulare. 

Concord   117  Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Confidence   203  Castroville   Monterey. 

Consuelo   325  Escondido   San  Di(»go. 

Colusa   240  Colusa  Colusa. 

Corinthian    9  Marysville  Yuba. 

Corona   324  Pasadena   Los  Angeles. 

Coronado   441  Coronado   San  Diego. 

Covelo   231  Covelo   Mendocino. 

Covina   334  Covina   Los  Angeles. 

Crescent   45  Crescent  City  Del  Norte. 

Crocker   454  Daly    City  San  Mateo. 

Crockett   139  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Curtis   140  Cloverdale   Sonoma. 

Delano   309  Delano   Kern. 

Dinuba   385  Dinuba  Tulare. 

Doric   216  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Downey   220  Downey   Los  Angeles. 

Drytown   174  Plymouth   Amador. 

Dunsmuir   297  Dunsmuir  Siskiyou. 

Durant   268  Berkeley   Alameda. 

Eagle  Eock   422  Eagle  Eock  Los  Angeles. 
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Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

East  Belt   391  Tuolumne   Tuolumne. 

East  Gate   290  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Eden   113  San  Leandro  Alameda. 

Eel  Kiver  147  Fortuna   Humboldt. 

El  Centro  384  El  Centro  Imperial. 

Elk  Grove   173  Elk  Grove  Sacramento. 

Elsinore   289  Elsinore   Riverside. 

Elysian   418  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Emmanuel   318  Biggs   Butte. 

Enterprise    70  Yuba  City  Sutter. 

Eucalyptus   243  Hay  wards   Alameda. 

Eureka    16  Auburn   Placer. 

Evening  Star   186  Etna  Mills  Siskiyou. 

Evergreen   259  Eiverside   Riverside. 

Excelsior   166  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Exeter   424  Exeter   Tulare. 

Fairmount   435  San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

Fallbrook   317  Fallbrook   San  Diego. 

Ferndale   193  Oakland   Humboldt. 

Fidelity   120  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Fillmore   379  Fillmore  Ventura. 

Forbestown   50  Forbestown   Butte. 

Forest  '.   66  Allegheny   Sierra. 

Fort  Bragg   361  Fort  Bragg  Mendocino. 

Franklin   143  Courtland   Sacramento. 

Francis  Drake   376  South  San  Francisco .  ..San  Mateo. 

Fraternity   399  San  Jose   Santa  Clara. 

Fresno   247  Fresno   Fresno. 

Friendship   210  San  Jose   Santa  Clara. 

Fruitvale   336   Oakland   Alameda. 

Fullerton  339  Fullerton   Orange. 

Gait   267  Gait   Sacramento. 

Gardena   372  Gardena  Los  Angeles. 

Georgetown    25  Georgetown  El  Dorado. 

George  Washington  .  62  Chinese  Camp  Tuolumne. 

Germania   438  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Glendora   404  Glendora   Los  Angeles. 

Golden  Gate    30  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Golden  West  455  Sau    Francisco  San  Francisco, 

Golden  State   358  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Gold  Hill    32  Lincoln  Placer. 

Grafton   141  Grafton   Yolo. 
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Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

Granite   222  Rocklin   Placer. 

Gravel  Range   59  Camptonville   Yuba. 

Guadalupe   237  Guadalupe   Santa  Barbara. 

Hammonton  433  Hammonton   Yuba. 

Hanford   279  Hanford  Kings. 

Harmony   164  Sierra  City  Sierra. 

Hartley   199  Lakeport   Lake. 

Hawaiian    21  Honolulu   Hawaiian  Ter. 

Henry  Clay   95  Sutter  Creek  Amador. 

Hermann   127  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Hesperian   264  Santa  Maria  Santa  Barbara. 

Highland  Park   382  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles, 

Hill's  Ferry   236  Newman   ^Stanislaus. 

Hiram    43  El  Dorado   El  Dorado. 

Henry  S.  Ornie  458  Los   Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Hollenbeck   319  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles, 

Hollywood   355  Hollywood  Los  Angeles, 

Holtville  425  Holtville   Imperial, 

Honolulu   409  Honolulu   Hawaiian  Ter. 

Hope   234  Beckwith   Plumas. 

Hornitos    98  Hornitos  Mariposa, 

Howard    96  Yreka   Siskiyou. 

Humboldt    79  Eureka   Humboldt. 

Huntington  Beach. ,  .380  Huntington  Beaeh  ....Orange. 

niinoistown   51  Colfax   Placer. 

Imperial   390  Imperial   Imperial. 

Inglewood   421  Inglewood   Los  Angeles. 

Inyo   221  Independence   .Inyo. 

lone    80  lone   Amador. 

Jefferson    97  Laporte   Plumas. 

Janesville   232  Lassen   Lassen. 

Jewel   374  San  Francisco  San  Francisco, 

Keith   187  Gilroy  Santa  Clara. 

Kennett   456  Kennett   Shasta, 

Kerman   420  Kerman   Fresno. 

Keystone   161  Milton   Calaveras. 

Kilauea   330  Hilo   Hawaiian  Ter. 

King  David's   209  San  Luis  Obispo  San  Luis  Obispo. 

King  Solomon's  ,  ,  .  ,260  San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

La  Fayette   126  Sebastopol  Sonoma. 

La  Mesa  407  La   Mesa  San  Diego, 

Lancaster  437  Lancaster   Los  Angeles, 

Landmark   253  Madison  Yolo. 
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Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

La  Piiente   446  Puente   Los  Angeles. 

Las  Palmas   366  Fresno   Fresno. 

Lassen   149  Susanville   Lassen. 

Laurel   245  Willows  Glenn, 

Lexington   104  El  Monte  Los  Angeles. 

Liberty   290  Santa  Clara  Santa  Clara. 

Lindsay   416  Lindsay   Tulare. 

Live  Oak    61  Oakland   Alameda. 

Lodi   256  Lodi   San  Joaquin. 

Lompoc   262  Lompoc   Santa  Barbara. 

Long  Beach  327  Long  Beach   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles  42  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Los  Banos   312  Los  Banos  Merced. 

Los  Gatos   292  Los  Gatos   Santa  Clara. 

Loyalton   359  Loyalton   Sierra. 

Madera   280  Madera   Madera. 

Madison    23  Grass  Valley  Nevada. 

Magnolia   242  Santa  Barbara  Santa  Barbara. 

Maricopa   434  Maricopa   Kern. 

Marin   191  San  Rafael   Marin. 

Mariposa    24  Mariposa   Mariposa. 

Martinez    41  Martinez   Contra  Costa. 

Maxwell   288  Maxwell  Colusa. 

Mc Cloud   430  McCloud   Siskiyou. 

McKinley  347  Richmond   Contra  Costa. 

Mendocino   179  Mendocino   Mendocino. 

Meridian   182  Arbuckle   Colusa. 

Midway   426  Taft   Kern. 

Mill  Valley   356  Mill  Valley  Marin. 

Mission   169  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Mizpah   378  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Mokelumne  Hill  ,...298  Mokelumne  Hill  Calaveras. 

Molino   150  Tehama  Tehama, 

Moneta   405  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles, 

Montebello   451  Montebello   Los  Angeles. 

Monrovia   308  Monrovia  Los  Angeles. 

Monterey   217  Monterey  Monterey, 

Morning  Star    68  Stockton   San  Joaquin. 

Mosaic   218  Livermore   Alameda. 

Mount  r)ial)lo   448  Concord   Contra  Costa. 

Mount  Jackson  295  Guerneville   Sonoma, 

Mount  Moriah   44  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Mount  Oso   U.  D.  Tracy   S;ni  Joaquin. 
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Lodge,  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

Mountain  Shade  ...  18  Downieville  Sierra. 

Mount  Shasta  281  Anderson   Shasta. 

Mountain  View  ....194  Mountain  View  Santa  Clara. 

Natoma    64  Folsom   Sacramento. 

Naval    87  Vallejo   Solano. 

Needles  326  Needles   San  Bernardino, 

Nevada    13  Nevada  City  Nevada. 

Newville   205  Paskenta   Tehama. 

Nicolaus   129  Wheatland  Yuba. 

North  Butte   230  Gridley   Butte. 

North  East   266  Fort  Bidwell  ..Modoc. 

Northern  Light   190  Millville  Shasta. 

North  Star    91  Fort  Jones  Siskiyou. 

Norwalk   315  Norwalk   Los  AngeleSo 

Oakdale   275  Oakdale   Stanislaus. 

Oak  Grove  215  Alameda   Alameda. 

Oakland   188  Oakland   Alameda. 

Occidental    22  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Ocean  Park   369  Oceanpark  Los  Angeles. 

Oceanic   371  Honolulu   Hawaiian  Ter. 

Oceanside   381  Oceanside   San  Diego. 

Olive  Branch   269  Tulare   Tulare. 

Olivet   364  Corning  Tehama. 

Ontario   301  Ontario   San  Bernardino, 

Ophir    33  Murphy's  Calaveras. 

Orange  Grove   293  Orange   Orange. 

Oriental   144  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Orland   265  Orland   Glenn. 

Orosi    383  Orosi  Tulare. 

Oroville  103  Oroville   Butte. 

Oxnard   341  Oxnard  Ventura. 

Pacific   136  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Pacific  Grove  331  Pacific  Grove  Monterey. 

Pacific   136  Watsonville   Santa  Cruz. 

Palestine   351  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Palmyra    26  Placerville  .El  Dorado. 

Palo  Alto  346  Palo  Alto  Santa  Clara. 

Palos  Verdes  389  Long  Beach  Los  Angeles. 

Parfaite  Union   ....  17  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Park   .449  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Parnassus  388  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Pasadena   272  Pasadena  Los  Angeles. 

Paso  Kobles  286  Paso  Eobles  San  Luis  Obispo 
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Penrhyn   258  Penryn  iPlacer. 

Pentalpha   202  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Perris   411  Perris   Eiverside. 

Petaluma   180  Petaluma  Sonoma. 

Phoenix   178  San  Bernardino  San  Bernardino. 

Pinole   353  Pinole  Contra  Costa. 

Pittsburg   429  Pittsburg   Contra  Costa. 

Plumas    60  Quincy   Plumas. 

Pomona   246  Pomona  Los  Angeles. 

Porterville   303  Porterville  Tulare. 

Presidio   354  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Eamona   457  Alhambra   Los  Angeles. 

Reading   254  Redding   Shasta. 

Redlands   300  Redlands  San  Bernardino. 

Redondo   328  Redondo  Los  Angeles. 

Redwood  City  168  Redwood  City  San  Mateo. 

Reedley   304  Reedley    Fresno. 

Richmond   375  San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

Rio  Vista  208  Rio  Vista  Solano. 

Rising  Light  397  Huntington  Park  Los  Angeles. 

Rising  Star  83  Forest  Hill   Placer. 

Riverbank   459  Riverbank   Stanislaus. 

Rose's  Bar   89  Smartsville  Yuba. 

Roseville  433  Roseville  Placer. 

Russian  River  181  Windsor  Sonoma. 

Sacramento   40  Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Saint  Helena  93  St.  Helena  Napa. 

Saint  John's   37  Yreka   Siskiyou. 

Salinas   204  Salinas   Monterey. 

8an  Benito  211  Hollister  San  Benito. 

San  Buenaventura. .  .214  Ventura   Ventura. 

San  Diego   ,  35  San  Diego  San  Diego. 

San  Dimas  428  San  Dimas   Los  Angeles. 

Sanger   316  Sanger   Fresno. 

San  Bernardino  348  San  Bernardino   San  Bernardino. 

Sap  Fernando  343  Fernando   Los  Angeles. 

San  Francisco   360  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

San  Jacinto  338  San  Jacinto   Riverside. 

San  Joaquin    19  Stockton   San  Joaquin, 

San  Jose   10  San  Jose   Santa  Clara. 

San  Mateo  226  San  Mateo  San  Mateo. 

San  Miguel   285  San  Miguel  San  Luis  Obispo 

San  Pasqual  452  Pasadena   Los  Angeles. 


560 
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Lodge.  No.    Post  Office.  County. 

San  Pedro   332  San  Pedro   Los  Angeles. 

Santa  Ana  241  Santa  Ana  Orange. 

Santa  Barbara   192  Santa  Barbara  Santa  Barbara. 

Santa  Cruz    38  Santa  Cruz   Santa  Cruz. 

Santa  Lucia   302  Kings  City   Monterey. 

Santa  Monica   307  Santa  Monica  Los  Angeles. 

Santa  Paula   291  Santa  Paula  Ventura. 

Santa  Rosa    57  Santa  Rosa  Sonoma. 

San  Simeon   196  Cambria  San  Luis  Obispo. 

Schofield   443  Schofield  Barraelvs  ....Hawaiian  Ter. 

Selma   277  Selma   Fresno. 

Sequoia  349  Oakland   Alameda. 

Sierra  Madre  408  Sierra  Madre  Los  Angeles. 

Sierra  Valley   184  Sierra ville   Sierra. 

Silvcyville   201  Dixon   Solano. 

Silver  Gate   296  San  Diego    San  Diego. 

Silver  Trowel  415  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Sincerity   132  Greenville   Plumas. 

Sisson   310  Sisson   Siskiyou. 

Snow  Mountain  ...,271  Stony  Ford  Colusa. 

Solano   229  Vallejo   Solano. 

Sotoyome   123  Healdsburg    Sonoma. 

Southern  California. 278  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

South  Gate   320  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

South  Pasadena  ....367  South  Pasadena  Los  Angeles. 

South  San  Francisco  212  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

South  West   283  National  City  San  Diego. 

Speranza  Italiana .  . .  219  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Standard   440  Oakland   Alameda. 

Stanislaus   206  Modesto   Stanislaus. 

Starr  King   344  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Suisun    55  Suisun   Solano. 

Summit   112  Knights  Ferry  Stanislaus. 

Sunset   352  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Surprise  Valley  ...,235  Cedarville   Modoc. 

Table  Mountain  ....124  Cherokee   ..Butte. 

Tehachapi   313  Tehachapi   Kern, 

Tehama   3  Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Temescal   314  Corona   Riverside. 

Temple    14  Sonoma   Sonoma. 

Texas    46  San  Juan   San  Benito. 

Torrance   447  Torrance  Los  Angeles. 

Traver   294  Kingsburg   Fresno. 
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Lodge.  No.      Post  Office.  County. 

Trinity    27  Weaverville   Trinity. 

Truckee   200  Truckee   Nevada. 

Tuolumne    8  Sonora   Tuolumne. 

Turlock   395  Turlock   Stanislaus. 

Tuscan   261  Williams   Colusa. 

Tyrian   439  Manteca   San  Joaquin. 

Union    58  Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Unity   368  Glendale   Los  Angeles. 

University   394  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Upland  419  Upland   San  Bernardino. 

Vacaville   134  Vacaville   Solano. 

Vallee  de  France. ..  .329  Los  Angeles  ,Los  Angeles. 

Valley  '..135  Linden   San  Joaquin. 

Van  Nuys  450  Van  Nuys   Los  Angeles. 

Vesper    84  Ked  Bluff  Tehama. 

Veteran   373  Sawtelle  Los  Angeles. 

Visalia   128  Visalia   Tulare. 

Vitruvius   145  Bloomfeld   Sonoma. 

Volcano    56  Volcano   Amador. 

Washington   20  Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Waucoba   413  Big  Pine  Inyo. 

Welcome   255  Lemoore   Kings. 

Western  Star    2  Shasta   Shasta. 

West  Gate   335  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

West  Lake  392  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Whittier   323  Whittier  Los  Angeles. 

Willits  365  Willits   ...Mendocino. 

Wilmington   198  Wilmington  Los  Angeles. 

Wilshire   445  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Winnedumah   287  Bishop   Inyo. 

Woodbridge   13J  Woodbridge   San  Joaquin. 

Woodland  156  Woodland   Yolo. 

Yerba  Buena  403  Oakland  Alameda. 

Yolo   81  Yolo   Yolo. 

York   423  Watts   Los  Angeles. 

Yosemite    99  Merced   Merced. 

Yount    12  Napa   Napa. 

Yuba    39  Marysville  Yuba. 
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LOCATION  OF  LODGES. 

Alphabetically  Arranged. 


Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Adin   Adin   250 

Alhambra   Alhambra   322 

A]haiii])ra   Ramoiia   457 

Alameda   Oak  Grove  215 

"   Apollo  396 

Alleghany   Forest    66 

Alturas   Alturas   248 

Anaheim   Anaheim   207 

Anderson   Mount  Shasta  281 

Angels  Camp   Bear  Mountain    76 

Antioch   Antioch   175 

Arroyo  Grande  Arroyo   274 

Auburn  Eureka    16 

Arbuckle   Meridian   182 

Areata   Areata   106 

Artesia   Artesia  377 

Azusa   Azusa   305 

Bakersfield   Bakersfield   224 

Beckwith   Hope   234 

Benicia   Benicia    5 

Berkeley   Durant   268 

Berkeley   Berkeley   363 

Berkeley   Charter  Eock   410 

Big  Pine   Waucoba   413 

Biggs   Emmanuel  318 

Bishop   Winnedumah   287 

Bloomfield   Vitruvius   145 

Bodie   Bodie   252 

Brawley   Brawley   402 

Brentwood   Brentwood   345 

Bridgeport   Alta   333 

Buena  Park  Buena  Park   357 

Burbank   Burbank  406 

Burlingame   Burlingame   400 

Calexico   Calexieo   412 

Calistoga   Calistoga   233 

Cambria   San  Simeon  196 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Campbell   Charity   362 

Camptonville   Gravel  Kange   59 

( 'arpiiiteria   ( 'arpiiiteiia   444 

Castro ville   Confidence   203 

Cedarville   Surprise  Valley  235 

Centerville   Alameda   167 

Cherokee  Table  Mountain   124 

Chinese  Camp  George  Washington    62 

Chieo   Chi  CO   Ill 

Chino   Chino  Valley  427 

Glaremont   Claremont   436 

Cloverdale   Curtis   140 

Clovis   Clovis  417 

Coalinga  Coalinga   38? 

Colfax   Illinoistown    51 

Corona   Temescal   314 

Courtland   Franklin   143 

Covelo  Covelo   231 

Colusa   Colusa   ..240 

Colton   Ashlar   306 

Covina   Covina   334 

Compton   Anchor    273 

Coloma   Acacia  92 

Concord   Mt.  Diablo   44S 

Corning   Olivet  364 

Coronado  Coronado   441 

Crescent  City   Ciescent    45 

Crockett   Carquinez   337 

Daly  City   Crocker   4.")4 

Davis   Athens   22H 

Delano   Delano   309 

Dinuba   Dinuba   385 

Dixon   Silvey ville  201 

Downey   Downey   220 

Downieville   Mountain  Shade    18 

Dutch  Flat   Clay  101 

Dunsmuir   Dunsmuir  297 

Eagle  Eock  Eagle  Eock  422 

Elk  Grove   Elk  Grove  173 

Elsinore   Elsinore   289 

El  Centro  El  Centre  384 

El  Dorad9   Hiram    43 

El  Monte   Lexington   104 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Escondid©   Consuelo   325 

Etna  Mills   Evening  Star   186 

Eureka   Humboldt    79 

Exeter  Exeter   424 

Fallbrook   J'allbrook  317 

Fernando   San  Fernando  343 

Ferndale   .Ferndale  .193 

Fillmore   Fillmore   379 

Forbestown   Forbestown   50 

Folsom   Natoma    64 

Fort  Bidwell  North  East  266 

Fort  Bragg.  Fort  Bragg  361 

Fort  Jones  North  Star    91 

Forest  Hill   Kising  Star   83 

Fortuna   Eel  Eiver   147 

Fresno   Fresno   247 

"   Las  Palmas  366 

Fullerton   Fullerton   339 

Gait   Gait   267 

Gardena  Gardena  372 

Georgetown   Georgetown   25 

Gilroy   Keith   187 

Glendale  Unity   368 

Glendora   Glendora   404 

Grafton   Grafton  141 

Grass  Valley  Madison   23 

Greenville   Sincerity   132 

Gridley   North  Butte   230 

Guadalupe   Guadalupe  237 

Guerneville   Mount  Jackson   295 

Hammonton   Hammonton   433 

Hanford   Hanford  279 

Hay  wards   Eucalyptus   243 

Healdsburg   Sotoyome   123 

Hilo,  T.  H  Kilauea  330 

Hornitos  Hornitos    98 

Hollister   San  Benito   211 

Hollywood   ..Hollywood  355 

Holtville  Holtville   425 

Honolulu,  T.  H  Hawaiian    21 

Honolulu,  T.  H  Oceanic   371 

Honolulu,  T.  H  .Honolulu   409 

Huntington  Beach  Huntington  Beach  380 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Huntington  Park  Rising  Light  397 

Igo   Clinton  119 

Imperial   Imperial  390 

Independence   Inyo  221 

Inglewood   Inglewood   421 

lone   lone    80 

Jackson   Amador    6.^ 

Kennett   Kennett   456 

Kerman   Kermaii   420 

Kingsburg   Traver   294 

Kings  City  Santa  Lucia   302 

Knights  Perry   Summit   112 

Lakeport   Hartley   199 

La  Mesa   La  Mesa  407 

Lancaster   Lancaster   437 

Laporte   Jelfferson    97 

Lassen   Tanesville   232 

Lemoore   Welcome   255 

Lincoln  Gold  Hill   32 

Linden   Valley   135 

Lindsay   Lindsay  .  .  416 

Livermore  Mosaic   218 

Lodi  Lodi   256 

Lompoc  Lompoc  262 

Lower  Lake   Clear  Lake  183 

Long  Beach  Long  Beach  327 

 Palos  Verdes  389 

Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles    42 

 Wilmington  198 

"   Pentalpha   202 

"   Southern  California   278 

 East  Gate   290 

"   Hollenbeck   319 

"   South  Gate   320 

"   Vallee  de  France   329 

"  West  Gate  335 

"   Palestine   351 

"   Sunset   352 

 Golden  State  358 

 Mizpah   378 

"   Highland  Park  382 

 West  Lake  392 

'   University  394 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 
Los  Angeles  Moneta  405 

 Arlington   414 

 Silver   Trowel  415 

"   Elysian  418 

 Germania   438 

"   Wilshire   445 

 Henry  8.  Ovine   458 

Los  Banos   Los  Banos  312 

Los  Gatos  Los  Gatos   292 

Loyalton   Loyalton   359 

Manteca   Tyrian   439 

Maricopa   Maricopa   434 

Marysville   Corinthian    9 

 Yuba   39 

Madison   Landmark   253 

Maxwell   Maxwell  288 

Madera  Madera  280 

Mariposa   Mariposa    24 

Martinez   Martinez  41 

McCloud   MeCloud   430 

Merced   Yosemite    90 

Mendocino   Mendocino   179 

Middletown   Callayomi   282 

Milton   Keystone   161 

Mill  Valley  Mill  Valley  356 

Millville   Northern  Light   190 

Mokelumne  Hill   Mokelumne  Hill   298 

Monrovia   Monrovia  308 

Montebello   Montebello   451 

Monterey   Monterey   .217 

Mountain  View  Mountain  View   194 

Modesto   Stanislaus   206 

Murphy's  Ophir    33 

National  City  South  West  283 

Napa   Yount    12 

Newman   Hill's  Ferry   236 

Needles  Needles   326 

Nevada  City  Nevada    13 

Norwalk  Norwalk   315 

Oakland   Live  Oak    61 

 Oakland   188 

 Brooklyn  225 

 ,  Sequoia   349 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 
Oakland   Alcatraz  244 

 Fruit  vale   3oG 

"   Bay  View   401 

 Yerba  Buena  403 

"   Standard   440 

Oakdale   Oakdale   275 

Oceanpark  Ocean  Park   369 

Oceanside   Oceanside   381 

Ontario  Ontario   .....301 

Orange   Orange  Grove  293 

Orland   Orland   265 

Orosi   Orosi  383 

Oroville   Oroville   103 

Oxnard   Oxnard   341 

Pacific  Grove   Pacific  Grove   331 

Palo  Alto  Palo  Alto   346 

Pasadena   Pasadena   272 

Pasadena   Corona   324 

Pasadena   San  Pasqiial  4.j2 

Paskenta  Newville   205 

Paso  Robles  Paso  Robles   286 

Penryn   Penrhyn   258 

Perris  Perris   411 

Petaluma  Petaluma   ' ....  180 

Pinole   Pinole   353 

Pittsburg  Pittsburg  429 

Placerville   Palmyra    26 

Pleasanton  Alisal   321 

Plymouth   Drytown   174 

Point  Arena   Claiborne   185 

Pomona   Pomona   246 

Porterville   Porterville   303 

Puente  .  La  Puente   446 

Quincy  Plumas    60 

Redondo   Redondo   328 

Redding   Reading   254 

Redlands   Redlands   300 

Reedley   Reedley   304 

Redwood  City  Redwood  City   168 

Red  Bluff  Vesper    84 

Richmond   Alpha   431 

Richmond   McKinley   347 

Rio  Vista  Rio  Vista   208 

Riverbank   .Riverbank   439 


568 


LOCATION    OF  LODGES 


Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Riverside   Evergreen   259 

Rocklin   Granite   222 

Koseville   Roseville   

Sacramento   Tehama   3 

"   Washington    20 

 Sacramento    40 

 Union    58 

"   Concord   117 

Saint  Helena   Saint  Helena    93 

San  Andreas  Calaveras    78 

San  Bernardino   Phoenix   178 

"   San  Bernardino   348 

San  Diego   San  Diego    35 

"   Silver  Gate  296 

"   Blaeknier   442 

San  Dinias   San  Dimas  428 

San   Francisco  California    1 

"   Parfaite  Union    17 

"   Occidental    22 

"   Golden  Gate    30 

**   Mount  Moriah    44 

 Fidelity   120 

 Hermann   127 

 Pacific   136 

 Crockett   139 

*'   Oriental   144 

'*   Excelsior   166 

«'   Mission   169 

'*   South  San  Francisco   212 

"   Doric   216 

**   Speranza  Italiana  219 

"   King  Solomon's  260 

"  Starr  King   .344 

"   Presidio   354 

"   San  Francisco   360 

"   Amity   370 

"   Jewel   374 

"   Richmond   375 

"   Parnassus   388 

 Balder   393 

"   Fair  mount   435 

 Park   449 

"   Bethlehem   453 

 Golden  West   455 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

San  Jacinto  San  Jacinto   338 

San  Jose  San  Jose    10 

"   Friendship   210 

 Fraternity   309 

San  Juan  Texas   46 

San  Leandro   Eden  113 

San  Luis  Obispo  King  David's  209 

San  Mateo  San  Mateo   226 

San  Miguel  San  Miguel  285 

San  Pedro  San  Pedro   332 

San  Rafael  Marin   191 

Santa  Ana  Santa  Ana   241 

Santa  Barbara   Santa  Barbara  192 

"   Magnolia  242 

Santa  Cruz  Santa  Cruz   38 

Santa  Clara  Liberty   299 

Santa  Maria   Hesperian   264 

Santa  Monica  Santa  Monica   307 

Santa  Paula  Santa  Paula   291 

Santa  Rosa   .Santa  Rosa   57 

Salinas   Salinas   204 

Sanger   Sanger   316 

Sawtelle   Veteran   373 

Schofield  Barracks   Schofield   443 

Sebastopol   La  Fayette   126 

Selma   Selma   277 

Shasta   Western  Star    2 

Sierra  City  Harmony   164 

Sierra  Madre  Sierra  Madre   408 

Sierraville   Sierra  Valley  184 

Sisson  Sisson  310 

Smartsville  .Bose's  Bar   89 

South  Pasadena  South  Pasadena  367 

South  San  Francisco  Francis  Drake   376 

Sonoma  Temple   14 

Sonora  Tuolumne    8 

Stockton  San  Joaquin    19 

'*   Morning  Star    68 

Stony  Ford   Snow  Mountain  271 

Susanville   Lassen   149 

Sutter  Creek  Henry  Clay   95 

Suisun   Suisun    55 
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Post  office.  Lodge.  No. 

Taft   Midway   426 

Tehama   Molino   150 

Tehachapi   Tehachapi   313 

Torrance   Torrance   447 

Tracy   Mt.  Oso   U.  D. 

Truckee   Truckee   200 

Tulare  Olive  Branch   269 

Tuolumne   East  Belt   391 

Turlock   Turlock   395 

Ukiah   Abell   146 

Upland   Upland   419 

Vallejo   Naval   87 

"   Solano   229 

Vacaville   Vacaville   134 

Van  Nuys   Van  Nuys   450 

Ventura   San  Buenaventura  214 

Visalia   Visalia   128 

Volcano   Volcano   56 

Walnut  Creek  Alamo   122 

Watsonville   Pajaro   110 

Watts  York   428 

Weaverville   Trinity   27 

Wheatland   Nicolaus   129 

Whittier  Whittier  323 

Winters   Buckeye   195 

Willits   Willits   365 

Willows   Laurel   245 

Windsor   Bussian  River  181 

Williams   Tuscan   261 

Wilmington   Wilmington  198 

Woodbridge   Woodbridge   131 

Woodland   Woodland   156 

Yolo   Yolo    81 

Yreka   St.  John's   37 

"   Howard    96 

Yuba  City   Enterprise   70 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


Committee  on  Correspondence 


OCTOBEJR,  1915 


By  KDWARD  H.  HART,  P.  G.  M. 


To  THE  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  of  California, 

AND  Brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction: 

INTRODUCTION. 

We  submit  herewith  our  seventh  annual  report  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence,  which  includes  a  review  of  sixty-five  Jurisdictions, 
being  those  whose  proceedings  are  printed  in  the  English  language, 
which  have  reached  our  table  within  the  past  year. 

The  proceedings  reviewed  are  as  follows : 

LODGE —  YEAR,  LODGE —  YEAR. 

Alabama   1914     Indiana   1915 

Alberta   1915     Iowa   1915 

Arkansas   1914     Ireland   1914 

Arizona   1915     Kansas   1915 

British  Columbia   1915     Kentucky   1914 

Canada   1915     Louisiana   1915 

Colorado   1914     Maine   1914 

Connecticut   1915     Manitoba   1915 

Delaware   1914     Maryland   1914 

District  of  Columbia  1914     Massachusetts   1914 

England   1914     Michigan   1915 

Florida   1915     Minnesota   1915 

Georgia   1914     Mississippi   1915 

Idaho   1914     Missouri   1914 

Illinois   1914     Montana   1914 
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LODGE—  YEAR. 

Nebraska   1914 

Nevada   1914 

New  Brunswick   1914 

New  Hampshire   1915 

New  Jersey   1915 

New  Mexico   1914 

New  South  Wales   1914 

New  York   1915 

New  Zealand   1914 

North  Carolina   1915 

North  Dakota   1914 

Nova  Scotia   1914 

Ohio   1914 

Oklahoma   1915 

Oregon   1915 

Pennsylvania   1914 

Philippine  Islands   1915 

Prince  Edward  Island  1914 


LODGE —  YEAR. 

Quebec   1915 

Rhode  Island   1914 

South  Australia   1915 

South  Carolina   1914 

South  Dakota   1915 

Scotland   1914 

Tennessee   1915 

Texas   1914 

Utah   1915 

Vermont   1915 

Victoria   1914 

Virginia   1915 

Washington   1914 

Western  Australia   1914 

West  Virginia   1914 

Wisconsin   1915 

Wvoming"   1914 


We  are  indebted  to  the  Correspondence  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York  for  the  following  table  showing  the  number  of 
Masons  in  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  the  grand  totals,  as 
per  last  report,  compared  with  the  previous  report. 

The  figures  for  England.  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  not  given  for 
the  reason  that  no  authentic  compilation  of  the  membership  of  these 
Grand  Lodges  has,  so  far  as  we  know,  ever  been  made. 


GENERAL  TABLE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  members  as 
report  at  hand,  and  as  compared  with  last  prior  report : 


per  last 


Alabama   

Arkansas   

Arizona   

California   

Colorado   

Connecticut   

Delaware   

District  of  Columbia 

Florida   

Georgia   

Idaho   

Illinois   

Indiana   

Iowa   


1914 


Kansas   

Kentucky   

Louisiana   

Maine   

Maryland   

Massachusetts 


26,397 
20',534 

2,118 
50,257 
16,139 
24,281 

3,358 

9,599 
11,437 
38,425 

4,012 
22,233 
63,0'35 
47,585 
40,668 
40>,459 
15,152 
29,872 
15,766 
63,290 


1915 


Gain 


27,548 
20,962 

2,324 
53,179 
16,955 
24,815 

3,436 

9,924 
12,06 1 
40,458 

4,413 
130,778 
66,192 
49,550 
42,412 
42,139 
15,883 
30,294 
16,464 
65,697 


1,151 
428 
206 
2  922 
""816 
534 
78 
325 
614 
2,033 
401 
8,545 
3,157 
1,965 
1,744 
1,680' 
731 
422 
698 
2,407 
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1914 


1915 


Gain. 


Michigan   

Minnesota   

Mississippi   

Missouri   

Montana   

Nebraska   

Nevada   

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey   

New  Mexico   

New  York   

North  Carolina  . 
North  Dakota 

Ohio   

Oklahoma   

Oregon  

Pennsylvania   

Rhode  Island   

South  Carolina  .. 
South  Dakota  ..... 

Tennessee   

Texas   

Utah   

Vermont  

Virginia   

Washington   

West  Virginia  ... 

Wisconsin   

Wyoming  


iVlberta  

British  Columbia  

Ontario,  Canada   

Manitoba   , 

New  Brunswick   

Nova  Scotia  

Prince  Edward  Island 

Quebec   

Saskatchewan   


New  Zealand   

Australia   

Tasmania   

New  South  Wales 
Western  Australia 

Victoria   

York,  Mexico   

Philippine  Islands 


England 

Ireland 

Scotland 


71,752 
27,447 
19,103 
58,237 

6,977 
20',  144 

1,886 
10,620 
36,649 

3,208 
186,179 
22,314 

8,666 
90',  666 
23,353 
12,315 
110,630 

8,461 
14,281 
10,221 
26,242 
58,724 

2,081 
13,610 
23,392 
18,407 
15,768 
28,0'82 

3,0'36 

5,382 
6,344 
53,699 
6,455 
3,320i 
6,528 
769 
7,362 
4,500 

12,695 
4,90-4 
1,443 

17,524 
3,949 

12,310 
1,172 


74,964 
28,735 
19,690' 
61,522 

7,500 
21,122 

1,939 
10',728 
38,674 

3,361 
192,463 
22,879 

9,130 
96,075 
25,382 
13,260' 
115,505 

8,833 
15,155 
10,730' 
27,091 
63,394 

2,201 
13,874 
24,146 
19,542 
16,710 
29,242 

3,190' 

6,037 
7,176 
56,787 
6,929 
3,539 
6,758 

7,819 
5,952 

13,209 
5,266 

18,728 
4,042 

13,359 
1,194 

50'O 


Total. 


*No  Report. 


1,725,424 


1,815,806 
769 
1,443 

1,818,018 
1,725,424 

92,594 


From  the  Proceedings  of  Indiana,  we  take  the  following  compre- 
hensive table  of  statistics  pertaining  to  Masonic  Homes  already  estab- 
lished ;  the  table,  which  involved  in  its  preparation  a  vast  amount  of 
care  and  research,  was  compiled  by  Brother  C.  A.  Bridwell,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Orphans'  Home  of  Arkansas  : 
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Aside  from  the  comments  made  by  us  under  the  captions  of  the 
various  Jurisdictions  reported  on  herein,  we  have  only  a  few  observa- 
tions to  make  concerning  one  or  two  matters  which  have  come  to  the 
attention  of  practically  all  of  the  Jurisdictions  within  the  past  year. 

REQUEST  FOR   RECOGNITION  OF  GRANDE  LOGE 
NATIONALE,  ETC.,  OF  FRANCE. 

This  request  was  before  our  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual  Communi- 
cation a  year  ago.  Action  thereon  was  deferred  until  fuller  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  concerning  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge. 

This  request  for  recognition  was  addressed  about  a  year  ago  to 
probably  every  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  the  world,  because  in  our 
reading  we  have  encountered  it  everywhere.  Recognition  has  been 
accorded  by  a  few  Grand  Bodies  and  we  are  very  certain  that  the 
few  instances  where  recognition  has  been  extended  was  because 
of  hasty  action,  without  sufficient  inquiry  as  to  the  existence,  or 
non-existence,  of  underlying  requirements  for  recognition,  and  based, 
we  presume,  in  every  case  upon  the  assertion  that  recognition  had 
been  extended  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland. 

Because  Craft  Masonry  traces  its  origin,  as  a  rule,  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  is  no  reason  why  greater  weight  should  attach  to 
the  action  of  England  in  extending  recognition  than  would  attach  to 
recognition  extended  by  some  other  Grand  Lodge.  In  fact,  England 
and  Scotland  are  at  the  present  time,  in  many  ways,  unsafe  guides 
to  follow  in  the  matter  of  recognition.  Recognition  by  these  Grand 
Bodies  is  frequently  based  upon  selfish  and  narrow  considerations,  as 
is  shown  in  the  refusal  of  these  Grand  Bodies  to  recognize  certain 
Grand  Lodges  that  have  been  formed  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
other  places,  because  this  action  will  affect  these  Grand  Lodges 
adversely,  from  a  purely  selfish  standpoint ;  and.  while  recognition 
has  in  the  cases  of  most  of  the  Australian  and  the  New  Zealand  Grand 
Lodges  been  grudgingly  extended,  this  has  not  been  done  until  practi- 
cally all  of  the  rest  of  the  Masonic  world  had  freely  received  into  the 
family  of  Grand  Lodges  these  sovereign  bodies ;  yet,  even  now  England 
and  Scotland  refuse  to  grant  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Queensland,  a  Grand  Lodge  that  has  received  recognition  from  nearly 
every  other  Grand  Lodge  on  earth. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  the  recognition,  or  non-recognition, 
by  England  or  Scotland,  of  another  Grand  Lodge  is  not  by  any  means 
conclusive  as  to  the  status  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  and  vastly  greater 
weight  is  to  be  attached  to  the  action  of  such  Grand  Lodges  in  our 
own  country  as  Massachusetts,  or  Wisconsin,  or  Pennsylvania,  that 
are  guided  by  the  counsels  of  careful  and  conservative  Masonic 
scholars. 
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We  attacli  especial  importance  \o  the  opinions  of  Massachusetts 
upon  these  questions,  and  the  same  refpiest  that  came  to  California 
for  recognition  hy  this  (new)  C.rand  T.odge  of  France,  came  to 
Massachusetts  and  was  referred  to  tlie  distinguished  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Charles  T.  Gallagher,  wdio  made  a  most  interesting  report,  recorded 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Septeml^ier,  1914.  Quarterly  Communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

It  so  transpired  that  Brother  Gallagher  was  in  Europe  in  the 
early  part  of  1914,  and  on  his  way  home  from  Constantinople  he 
stopped  at  Paris  for  one  full  day  before  sailing  and  made  personal 
inquiries  as  to  the  standing  of  the  new  Body.  He  ascertained  from 
personal  investigation  that  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  did  not  consist 
of  more  than  two  existing  lodges,  with  possibly  a  third ;  that  there 
probably  were  not  more  than  sixty  members  all  told ;  that  it  was 
headed  by  one  Ribaucourt,  who  had  been,  until  a  year  before,  active  in 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  with  wdiich  the  English-speaking  Grand 
Lodges  severed  connection  in  1877.  The  impression  held  by  the  real 
Masons  with  whom  Brother  Gallagher  came  in  contact  was  that  the 
(new)  Grand  Lodge  was  a  humorous  transaction,  and  the  alleged 
recognition  by  England  and  Scotland  inexplicable. 

After  Past  Grand  Master  Gallagher  returned  home,  he  addressed 
a  letter,  March  18,  1914,  to  M.  Louis  Jollois,  alleged  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  new  Grand  Lodge,  asking  for  information  relative  to  a  number 
of  questions  which  he  put  forth,  that  would  enable  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts  to  intelligently  take  action  on  the  request  for 
recognition. 

No  answer  was  ever  received  to  this  letter  of  inquiry,  although 
it  was  sent  in  March,  nearly  five  months  before  any  thought  of  war, 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  alleged  as  an  excuse  for  delay. 

Brother  Gallagher  states,  however,  that  he  obtained  certain  litera- 
ture concerning  the  new  l^ody,  and  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
literature,  checking  up  this  information  with  what  is  common  knowledge 
concerning  the  situation  of  Masonry  in  France,  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  so-called  (new)  Grand  Lodge 
of  France  has  no  claim  whatever  to  recognition  as  a  sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  of  Craft  Masonry. 

Brother  Gallagher  is  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  the  existing 
Grand  Lodge  of  France,  which  has  been  in  existence  a  great  many 
years,  is  entitled  to  recognition  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge.  It  has 
under  its  jurisdiction  151  Lodges  in  France,  of  which  52  are  in  Paris. 
It  has  a  membership  of  between  four  thousand  and  five  thousand.  It 
confesses  belief  in  God  by  permitting  expression  to  this  effect  from 
the  candidate  for  Masonry,  also  in  the  appeal  to  tlie  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  in 
the  Ritual  and  Obligations. 
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We  may  not  be  surprised  if  Massachusetts  grants  recognition  in 
due  course  to  the  old  Grand  Lodge  of  France  (not  the  Grand  Orient). 
Init  it  certainly  will  not  grant  recognition  to  this  new  aspirant. 

Brother  Past  Grand  Master  J.  L.  Michie,  Chairman  of  the  Corre- 
spondence Committee  of  South  Carolina,  has  this  to  say  concerning  this 
alleged  Grand  Lodge  : 

"A  New  Grand  Lodge  (  ?)  has  arisen  in  France,  called  the  'Na- 
tional, Independent  and  Regular  Grand  Lodge  for  France  and  the 
French  Colonies.'  (Grande  Loge  Nationale  Independante  Reguliere 
Pour  La  France  &  Les  Colonies  Francaises.)  The  length  of  its  title 
recalls  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island. 

"The  history  of  this  new  French  Grand  Lodge  is  really  farcical. 
From  a  letter  of  its  Grand  Master  (?),  D.  E'de  Ribancourt,  or  Ribau- 
court  (spelt  both  ways),  we  gather  the  following  information: 

"Lodges  of  the  old  'Rite  of  the  Rectified  Regime,'  when  'put  to 
sleep  in  1841,'  'bequeathed  their  powers  to  the  Grand  Rectified  Direc- 
tory of  Geneva,  in  order  that  the  Lodges  of  France  should  be  awakened 
when  the  time  was  opportune.'  In  1910  this  Grand  Rectified  Directory 
'created'  the  Respectable  Rectified  Lodge  'Le  Centre  des  Amis,' 
in  the  city  of  Paris.  In  1913  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  insisted 
that  its  Ritual  should  be  used,  'in  which  the  opening  and  closing  invo- 
cations had  the  symbol  of  the  G.  A.  of  the  U.  suppressed.'  To  defend 
its  'menaced  Masonic  faith,'  this  Respectable  Rectified  Lodge  at  Paris 
'took  the  initiative,'  and  constituted  itself  into  the  long  named  Grand 
Lodge  above  written.  Its  action  was  'promptly  followed'  by  the  'Re- 
spectable Lodge  L'Anglais'  of  Bordeaux,  and  'some  new  lodges  have 
combined'  with  these  two  'Respectable'  Lodges.  From  the  name  of 
this  'Respectable'  Lodge  in  Bordeaux  ('L'Anglais')  we  hazard  the 
guess  that  Englishmen  residing  in  that  city  have  had  something  to 
do  with  this  new  'Respectable'  and  'Rectified'  Grand  (?)  Lodge." 

Louisiana,  the  most  liberal  of  all  our  American  Grand  Jurisdictions 
in  extending  recognition,  cannot  abide  this  new  applicant  for  admission 
into  the  circle  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  distinguished  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  Dr.  Herman  C.  Duncan, 
has  this  to  say  concerning  this  so-called  Grand  Lodge  : 

"In  response  to  the  request  for  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  France,  our  chairman  wrote  to  its  authorities  for  information  rela- 
tive to  those  prerequisites  which  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  wisdom  has 
seen  fit  to  set  forth  as  necessary  re  recognition  by  us.  In  reply  we 
received  a  very  unsatisfactory  letter — unsatisfactory  in  that  it  dealt 
only  with  one  prerequisite  upon  which  we  insist,  namely,  the  main- 
tenance of  the  ancient  landmarks.  It  does  not  appear  that  three  lodges 
united  in  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  nor  that  all  the  Lodges 
of  the  country  were  notified  of  the  intention  to  organize.  It  is  very 
far  from  embracing  a  majority  of  the  Lodges  of  France. 

"Your  Committee,  therefore,  are  unal)le  to  recommend  recogni- 
tion at  this  time." 

Past  Grand  Master  George  W.  Baird  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  one  of  the  most  learned  of  our  Masonic  reviewers. 
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gave  consideration  to  the  request  of  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  for 
recognition,  which  had  been  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  Brother  Baird's  report  is  as  follows : 

"Your  committee  has  considered  the  petition  for  recognition  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  National,  Independent  and  Regular  for  France  and 
the  French  colonies,  which  was  referred  to  it  by  the  Grand  Master. 

"This  petition  is  from  the  body  of  Masons  which  recently  seceded 
from  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  the  same  which  the  Pro  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand 
Master,  directed  his  Grand  Lodge  to  recognize,  and  which  recognition 
was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

"The  petition  informs  us  that  the  ritual  is  that  of  the  Scottish 
Rite,  but  its  Lodges  may  use  other  rituals ;  that  the  Lodges  are  opened 
and  closed  'to  the  glory  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe';  that 
'the  Sacred  Law  is  open  on  the  pedestal  of  the  Master' ;  that  neither 
politics  nor  religion  will  be  permitted  to  be  discussed  in  the  Lodges  ; 
and  that  the  three  symbolic  degrees  of  Masonry  will  be  exclusively 
recognized. 

"The  petition  claims  that  the  organization  is  regular  in  all  respects, 
which  may  be  true.  Intt  which  we  would  like  time  to  verify. 

"The  descent  of  this  Grand  Body  is  from  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  from  which  body  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
severed  fraternal  relations  in  1870. 

*  ;ic  >!;  *  *  ^ 

"The  resolutions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1870  were  signed  by  Past 
Grand  Masters  Benjamin  B.  French  and  Charles  F.  Stansbury  and 
Grand  Lecturer  John  Lockie. 

****** 

"It  has  become  a  fixed  principle  in  American  Masonry  to  recognize 
but  one  Grand  Lodge  in  any  one  place,  and  though  this  principle  may 
be  of  modern  origin,  it  is  faithfully  adhered  to  in  this  Republic. 

"The  Committee  declined,  therefore,  to  recommend  recognition." 

Other  comments  of  a  similar  character  are  found  scattered  through 
the  reports,  and,  we  believe,  without  going  exhaustively  into  the 
matter  ourselves,  with  inquiries  touching  the  fundamentals  as  to  the 
origin,  etc.,  of  this  so-called  Grand  Body,  the  action  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  last  Annual  Communication,  in  declining,  for  the  present, 
at  least,  to  accord  to  this  alleged  Grand  Body  recognition  as  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Craft  Masonry,  was  fully  justified. 

MASONIC  RELIEF  TO  EUROPEAN  WAR  SUFFERERS. 

We  presume  all  of  the  American  Grand  Lodges  have  received 
appeals,  most  of  them  emanating  from  an  organization  made  up  of 
representatives  of  the  various  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  the  United 
States,  with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  headed  by  Past  Grand  Master 
W.  B.  Mellish  of  that  Jurisdiction,  asking  for  funds  to  be  used  in 
aid  of  Masonic  war  sufferers  in  Europe,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  appeal 
was  sent  out  at  about  the  time  of  the  great  distress  in  Belgium, 
especial  reference  was  made  to  the  conditions  existing  in  that  kingdom. 
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Most  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  in  response  to  this  and  other  appeals, 
made  contributions  of  greater  or  less  amounts. 

It,  of  course,  is  inevitable  that  we,  as  Masons,  should  feel  the 
profoundest  sympathy  and  sorrow  for  the  awful  distress  occasioned 
by  the  unprecedented  conflict  in  Europe,  and  this  sorrow  and  grief 
extends  not  only  to  Masons  who  are  suffering  from  the  conflict,  but  to 
all  of  the  innocent  victims  of  this  causeless  war,  wherever  located  and 
whether  they  be  Masons  or  not.  It  is  doubtful,  in  our  judgment,  how- 
ever, whether  the  victims  of  the  war  in  Europe  of  Masonic  affiliation 
are  at  this  time  proper  subjects  for  consideration  in  the  disbursement 
of  Masonic  charity.  Our  efforts  in  this  direction  would  be  as  a  grain 
of  sand  on  the  seashore,  and  the  distress  caused  by  this  awful  war 
must  be  alleviated  and  taken  care  of,  not  by  such  organizations  as 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  but  by  the  Governments  of  Europe  themselves. 

After  the  conflict  is  over  it  may  then  be  proper  to  consider  to 
what  extent  and  how  Masonic  charity  may  be  extended. 

MASONIC  HOMES. 

See  comments  under  "Quebec." 

TO  WHAT  EXTENT,  IF  ANY,  MAY  LODGES  OF  ONE  JURIS- 
DICTION RECEIVE  AS  VISITORS  MASONS  HAILING  FROM 
ANOTHER  JURISDICTION  TO  WHICH  FRATERNAL  RECOGNh 
TION  HAS  NOT  BEEN  EXTENDED? 

See  comments  under  "South  Carolina"  and  "Wyoming." 

TOUCHING  THE  PRACTICE  OF  CERTAIN  GRAND  LODGES  IN 
ANNUAL  COMMUNICATIONS  (WHEN  AT  EASE)  OF  RECEIVING 
VISITORS,  REPRESENTING  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER,  ORDER  OF 
EASTERN  STAR;  OR,  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER,  ROYAL  ARCH 
MASONS;  OR,  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY,  KNIGHTS  TEM- 
PLAR, AND  APPOiNTING  DELEGATES  TO  RETURN  THEIR 
VISITS. 

See  comments  under  "Oregon"  and  "South  Dakota." 

DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  INVASION  AND  NON-INVASION  OF 
JURISDICTIONAL  RIGHTS,  THROUGH  THE  PLANTING  BY  A 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES  IN  FOREIGN 
TERRITOFIY. 

See  comments  under  "British  Columbia." 
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THE  TENDENCY  OF  GRAND  LODGES  TO  RELAX  THE  DEMAND 
FOR  PHYSICAL  PERFECTION  IN  APPLICANTS  FOR  ADMISSION. 

See  "Indiana"  (report  of  Grand  Master),  "Nova  Scotia"  (a 
peculiar  case  of  visible  physical  defects),  "Iowa"  (Grand  Master's 
report),  and  "Oregon." 

Following  are  the  reviews  of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
Respectfull}'  submitted, 

Edward  H.  Hart, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


ALABAMA. 


1914. 

94th  Annual,  Montgomery,  December  2  and  3. 
Lodges,  553;  members,  27.548;  net  gain,  1,151. 

Tn  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  he  voices  an 
urgent  appeal  to  the  Craft  generally  to  study  the  principles  of 
Masonry  and  not  to  be  satisfied  simply  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ritual  of  Freemasonry. 

He  states  that  he  does  not  wish  in  any  sense  to  discourage  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  beautiful  Ritual  of  the  Craft,  but  urges 
that  the  members  go  beyond  the  surface  to  the  great  principles  which 
constitute  the  foundation  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity,  to 
the  end  that  when  a  Mason  is  "brought  from  darkness  to  light"  he 
will  realize  that  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  lies  beyond  the  mere 
form.s  and  ceremonies  of  initiation,  and  that  the  study  of  these 
principles  and  the  exercise  thereof  will  uplift  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

He  points  out  that  our  Institution  can  never  exercise  its  maximum 
influence  for  morality  and  exalted  manhood  until  we  reach  that  high 
standard  of  conception  and  morality  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
our  Craft.  He  urges  the  practical  application  of  the  principles  of 
Masonry  in  every-day  affairs  of  life  and  points  out  that  the  application 
of  the  Golden  Rule,  which  is  in  truth  a  Masonic  teaching,  will  result 
in  higher  conception  of  obligations  and  duties,  and  he  urges  upon 
all  the  necessit}-  of  discharging  their  full  duty  in  exerting  every  effort 
not  only  to  apply  the  Golden  Rule  but  to  aid  others  in  the  struggle 
of  life.  " 

The  Grand  Master  reported  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Rufus 
M.  Cobb  and  of  Wm.  Y.  Titcomb,  for  many  years  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Brother  Cobb,  he  states,  was 
born  at  Ashville.  Alabama,  in  1829.  He  served  in  the  Confederate 
Army  as  Captain  and  bore  an  honorable  military  record,  and  after 
the  war  he  entered  the  practice  of  law,  to  which  profession  he  was 
an  unquestioned  ornament.  His  Masonic  record  reflected  credit  upon 
both  himself  and  his  I'^ratcrnity. 

Brother  Titcomb,  for  many  years  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  was  born  in  1827  in  iMassachusetts.  He 
removed  to  the  Southern  portion  of  our  country  in  his  early  life  and 
was  a  resident  for  many  years  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 
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As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  liis 
reports  have  been  read  with  interest  and  pleasure  by  the  Craft  through- 
out the  Masonic  world,  and  have  been  perused  with  profit  and 
advantage  by  all  who  have  had  access  to  his  rich  stores  of  wisdom 
and  experience. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  that  dispensations  to  form  eight  new 
Lodges  were  granted  and  that  cornerstone  ceremonies  were  held  upon 
eight  different  occasions. 

Under  "decisions,"  the  Grand  Master  stated  that  a  great  many 
questions  had  been  submitted  to  him  for  decision,  but  in  nearly  every 
case  all  that  was  needed  was  a  reference  of  the  inquirer  to  some 
edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  section  of  the  Constitution. 

The  six  decisions  which  he  reports  involve,  we  believe,  the  appli- 
cation of  no  new  Masonic  principles. 

Tlie  Grand  Master  announced  with  much  pleasure  the  completion 
of  the  hospital  at  the  Masonic  Home,  erected  by  the  Grand  Chapter, 
Order  of  Eastern  Star,  and  Wednesday,  December  2,  was  set  apart 
for  the  ceremony  of  dedication,  which  was  accordingly  performed  in 
an  impressive  manner. 

Referring  to  the  Masonic  Home,  the  Grand  Master  states  that 
it  is  fulfilling  work  laid  out  for  it  in  a  manner  to  win  the  pride  and 
approval  of  the  Fraternity. 

Reference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master  to  his  invitation  to  attend 
the  Conference  of  Grand  blasters,  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  May 
14-16,  1914,  which  circumstances  prevented  his  attending.  He  was, 
however,  able  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  George  Washington  Masonic 
National  Memorial  Association,  which  visit  he  found  highly  entertaining 
and  profitable. 

In  conclusion,  the  Grand  Master  states  that,  while  the  condition 
of  the  Craft  in  Alabama  is  good,  it  is  not  quite  ideal.  Our  Brethren, 
he  avers,  are  showing  greater  interest  in  the  study  of  Masonry  than 
ever  before  in  consequence  of  living  in  harmony  with  the  principles 
of  Masonry,  yet  with  everything  else  he  does  not  find  that  the 
principle  of  perfection  is  discoverable  on  this  side  of  eternity. 

The  office  of  Grand  Master,  he  observes,  is  not  a  "bed  of  roses," 
yet  in  the  years  to  come  he  is  sure  that  he  will  be  able  to  say  with 
the  poet : 

"Let  Fate  do  her  worst,  there  are  relics  of  joy, 
Bright  dreams  of  the  past,  which  she  cannot  destroy; 
Which  come  in  the  night-time  of  sorrow  and  care 
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And  bring"  back  the  features  which  joy  used  to  wear. 
Long,  long,  be  my  heart  with  such  memories  filled ; 
Like  the  vase  in  which  roses  have  once  been  distilled — 
You  may  break,  you  may  shatter  the  vase,  if  you  will. 
But  the  scent  of  the  roses  will  hang  'round  it  still.'  " 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Brother  Nathaniel 
L.  Newhinney.  He  does  not  follow  the  usual  procedure  of  reviewing 
each  Jurisdiction  separately,  but  his  report  is  more  in  the  nature  of 
a  digest,  arranged  in  topical  order  alphabetically  and  treating  of 
various  subjects  like  "Land-marks,"  "Masonry,"  "Oratory,"  "Masonic 
Homes,"  and  other  subjects,  in  this  manner  assembling  under  each 
heading  extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  different  Jurisdictions. 

This  method  has  been  tried  before,  but,  we  believe,  not  with 
marked  success,  and  we  do  not  anticipate  that  Brother  Newhinney 
will  discover  many  followers  in  his  method  of  treating  the  general 
subject  of  correspondence. 

California,  in  Brother  Newhinney's  report,  is  referred  to  in  several 
places.  Under  the  topical  heading  of  "Oratory,"  he  quotes  Brother 
Harvey's  Grand  Lodge  oration  practically  in  full,  and  under  the 
heading  "Correspondence  Report,"  California  again  receives  copious 
attention. 

Brother  Newhinney's  report  discloses  a  great  deal  of  thoughtful 
attention  to  the  subject  of  correspondence,  and  the  report  itself  is 
interesting  and  instructive. 

M.*.  W-'.  Henry  C.  Miller  of  Birmingham  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master. 

M.*.  W-*.  George  A.  Beauchamp  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

ALBERTA. 

1915.  • 

10th  Annual,  Red  Deer,  May  26. 
Lodges.  71 ;  members,  6,672 ;  gain,  633. 

The  Grand  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  Judge  J.  A.  Jackson.  The  Grand  Master's 
address  is  a  straight-forward,  business-like  statement  of  Masonic  activi- 
ties of  the  Jurisdiction  within  the  preceding  \car. 

Seven  new  Lodges  that  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual 
Communications  were,  according  to  the  Grand  Master's  statement, 
duly  constituted. 
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Dispensations  were  granted  to  form  four  new  lodges. 

Apparently  no  decisions  upon  ^Masonic  law  were  rendered  by  the 
Grand  Master,  although  several  rulings  were  made  constructive  of 
the  law  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  devastating  war  now  in  progress  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe  and  to  the  natural  sympathy  felt  by  the 
Masons  of  Alberta  for  the  cause  in  wdiich  the  British  Empire  is 
enlisted,  and  approval  is  voiced  by  the  Grand  Master  of  such  assistance 
as  the  Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  can  render  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country. 

In  order  to  show  that  this  Jurisdiction  is  fully  alive  to  its  obliga- 
tions in  the  way  of  Masonic  relief,  we  quote  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Condition  of  Masonry  as  follows  : 

"The  Lodges  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  in  1914  expended  over 
$6700  in  relief.  While  the  greater  oart  of  this  sum  has  been  given 
by  the  few  older  and  wealthier  Lodges,  yet  the  returns  show  many  of 
the  smaller  Lodges  have  given  very  generous  assistance,  compared 
with  their  apparent  numbers  and  resources.  We  feel  sure  that  every 
Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction  is  responding  nobly,  as  occasion  arises,  to 
the  demands  of  true  Masonic  charity." 

Fraternal  recognition  was  apparently  extended  to  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  France  and  denied,  for  the  present,  at  least,  to  the  York 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico.  If  the  action  had  been  the  other  way  about 
we  would  not  have  been  surprised. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  S.  Y.  Taylor,  Deputy 
Grand  Master.  Condensed  but  instructive  and  interesting  reviews  of 
the  various  Jurisdictions  are  made.  Courteous  and  friendly  considera- 
tion is  given  to  California,  1914. 

M.*.  W.".  S.  Y.  Taylor,  Calgary,  Grand  Master. 

M.'.  W.*-  George  Macdonald.  Calgary,  Grand  Secretary. 

ARKANSAS. 
1914. 

73rd  .Annual,  Little  Rock,  November  17. 
Lodges.  553  ;  membership,  20,962 ;  gain,  844. 

After  the  Grand  Lodge  was  duly  opened,  the  Honor  Roll,  that  is 
the  list  of  deceased  Past  Grand  Masters,  was  called  and  in  honor  of 
their  memor}-  the  Funeral  Grand  Honors  were  given. 
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In  his  opening-  address  the  Grand  Master  represents  the  Great 
Brotherhood  as  the  champion  of  human  rights  which  played  an 
important  part  in  laying  the  foundations  for  freedom,  toleration  and 
equity  in  our  own  fair  land.  He  stated  that  in  his  judgment  Masonry 
and  religion  are  in  a  sense  interwoven  and  reciprocal,  each  having  its 
individual  part  to  perform,  which  duties  the  other  may  not  assume,  but 
taken  together  they  comprehend  our  entire  duty  to  God  and  humanity. 

His  other  expressions  along  these  lines  are  upon  a  high  plane, 
and  in  his  judgment  the  prevalence  of  Masonic  principles  would  bring- 
about  the  devoutly-prayed-for  era  of  "peace  on  earth,  good  will  to 
fellowmen." 

Arkansas  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  passing  onward  of  one 
of  its  Past  Grand  officers,  Brother  George  De  Vaughn,  who  was  Grand 
Custodian  of  the  work  in  1894. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  we  deduce  the  conclusion 
that  the  year,  from  a  Masonic  standpoint,  was  one  tilled  with  activity; 
eight  dispensations  were  granted  by  him  to  form  new  lodges ;  one 
dispensation  was  refused,  and  within  the  year  a  large  number  of 
cornerstones  were  laid  with  the  usual  ceremonies. 

Two  charters  of  Subordinate  Lodges  were  arrested,  one  for 
insubordination  in  initiating  a  candidate  after  the  Grand  Master  had 
ordered  the  Lodge  not  to  do  so,  and  the  other  for  violating  well-known 
Masonic  laws. 

Twelve  decisions  were  rendered  by  the  Grand  Master,  no  less 
than  nine  of  them  construing  certain  anti-liquor  legislation  passed  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  1913,  the  edict  in  question  being  a  declaration  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  making  it  a  Masonic  offense  for  a  Mason  to  sign  a 
petition  for  a  license  for  a  saloon,  or  to  circulate  a  petition  therefor. 

The  Grand  Master  ruled  that  this  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
applied  to  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Craft  Masons  as  well  as 
to  Master  Masons. 

The  Grand  Master  ruled  in  one  of  his  decisions  that  the  officers 
of  the  Lodge  may  not  assemble  informally  in  the  lodgeroom  on 
Sunday  for  the  rehearsal  of  the  work.  We  think  California  would 
disagree  with  this  decision. 

The  Masonic  Home  in  this  Jurisdiction  is  in  a  prosperous  and 
happy  condition,  the  Grand  Master  stating  in  his  report  that  the 
institution  is  conducted  upon  a  high  plane,  that  the  influences  with 
which  the  children  are  surrounded  are  good,  that  they  are  given  the 
advantages  of  home  training  as  well  as  intellectual  improvement,  and 
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that  in  his  opinion  there  is  being  created  at  the  home  a  class  of 
citizenship  which  will  give  to  the  State  and  to  the  Nation  noble  men 
and  women  who  will  be  a  credit  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  a 
blessing  to  their  country. 

He  bespeaks  for  the  Home  the  generous  support  that  it  deserves 
and  ventures  the  prediction  that,  with  the  financial  aid  which  it  is 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  monument  to  Masonry 
more  lasting  than  stone  or  granite  will  be  erected. 

The  Grand  Master  rendered  an  interesting  report  touching  his 
attendance  upon  the  conference  of  Grand  Masters  at  St.  Louis. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Washington  Masonic 
Memorial  Association  asking  that  Arkansas  participate  in  the  move- 
ment by  making  a  financial  contribution  and  by  sending  delegates  to 
the  annual  meeting  held  on  February  22  of  each  year  at  Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

This  invitation  to  join  in  the  movement  was  declined,  as  were 
two  similar  invitations  received  by  this  Jurisdiction  in  previous  years. 

Personally,  we  are  in  sympathy  with  the  action  taken  by  Arkansas, 
not  because  of  any  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  grandeur  of  the  character 
of  Washington  or  of  his  influence  upon  Masonry,  but  because  these 
annual  gatherings  of  representatives  from  different  Grand  Bodies  hold 
the  germs  of  a  danger  that  the  creation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  United  States  may  be  attempted,  and  this  is  the  same  objection, 
also,  that  we  have  to  the  so-called  Annual  Conference  of  Grand 
Masters. 

Of  the  seven  or  eight  conferences  of  this  character  that  have  thus 
far  been  held,  we  believe  it  may  be  said  that  not  one  has  concluded 
its  sessions  without  the  introduction  by  someone  of  a  resolution  looking 
to  the  creation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and,  while  these  resolutions 
have  always  been  frowned  upon  and  voted  down,  nevertheless  the 
thought  is  always  latent,  and  there  are  always  certain  individuals  who 
are  attempting  to  commit  these  annual  conferences  to  the  idea  of  a 
General  Grand  Lodge,  which  is  antagonistic  to  the  spirit  of  our 
Institution;  yet,  as  stated,  the  attempt  to  "modernize"  Masonry  and  to 
put  it  into  the  class  of  fraternal  organizations  of  recent  origin,  is 
constantly  being  made  at  these  annual  gatherings. 

Alexandria,  Virginia,  is  a  city  of  possibly  15,000  people,  having 
two  Masonic  Lodges  with  a  total  membership  of  less  than  600,  and 
the  proposition  of  the  Masons  of  the  United  States  building  a  million- 
dollar  temple  at  Alexandria  in  order  that  certain  relics  of  Washington, 
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the  Mason,  may  be  preserved  is  certainly  an  alluring  proposition  for 
Alexandria,  but  we  are  unable  to  see  that  Masonry  in  general  is  to 
receive  any  compensating  advantage. 

It  is,  of  course,  desirable  that  these  relics  should  be  safe-guarded 
against  loss  or  destruction,  but  we  are  sure  this  purpose  could  be 
accomplished  very  effectually  and  at  an  expense  trifling  in  comparison 
with  the  outlay  proposed  in  connection  with  the  memorial  building  at 
Alexandria. 

Resolutions  were  passed  at  this  communication  requiring  a 
Master  Mason,  after  receiving  the  sublime  degree,  to  pass  a  satisfactory 
examination  in  the  work  of  the  Master  Masons'  degree. 

Brother  Fay  Hempstead,  Grand  Secretary,  who  holds  the  position 
of  Poet  Laureate  of  Freemasonry,  read  an  original  poem  entitled 
"Armageddon,"  the  theme  of  which  was  a  protest  against  the  awful 
tragedies  of  the  present  war. 

The  annual  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Charles  A.  Rosenbaum, 
Little  Rock,  Grand  Master,  and  Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock,  Grand 
Secretary. 

ARIZONA. 
1915. 

33rd  Annual,  Prescott,  February  9,  1915. 
Lodges,  25 ;  members,  2,564 ;  gain,  239. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful 
Charles  M.  Smith,  Grand  Master.  The  Annual  Communication  was 
held  at  Prescott,  the  "mile-high"  city  of  Arizona. 

The  Grand  Master,  under  the  caption  of  "Fraternal  Dead,"  recounts 
the  names  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Jurisdiction  who  within  the  preceding 
year  had  been  called  to  their  reward. 

He  refers  to  the  invitation  received  by  him  to  attend  the  Conference 
of  Grand  Masters,  held  at  St.  Louis.  He  was  not  able  to  attend 
personally,  but  sent,  as  proxy,  Past  Grand  Master  Morris  Goldwater. 

Brother  Goldwater  renders  a  report,  in  which  he  says  that,  while 
the  actual  results  of  the  Conference  which  he  attended  were  ir.conse- 
quential,  yet  he  thinks  that  these  meetings  are  beneficial  in  that  they 
are  the  means  of  promoting  good  will  among  the  various  Jurisdictions 
and  that  the  discussion  of  the  various  topics  is  interesting  and  may 
lead  to  a  greater  uniformity  along  certain  inter-Jurisdictional  matters, 
through  legislation  by  the  individual  Grand  Lodge.    The  Grand  Master 
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refers  to  several  cornerstone  ceremonies  that  were  matters  of  consider- 
able local  interest.  He  granted  within  tlie  3'ear  dispensations  to  form 
two  new  Lodges ;  he  rendered  four  decisions  on  Masonic  law,  two  of 
which  are  as  follows : 

"Q.  Does  an  unaffiliated  Mason  have  to  become  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Arizona  before  he  can  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion ? 

"A.  No ;  an  unaffiliated  Mason  can  reside  in  this  or  any  other 
Grand  Jurisdiction  and  apply  for  and  be  elected  to  membership,  if 
the  Lodge  to  which  he  makes  application  sees  fit  to  elect  him." 

"Flagstaff  Lodge  No.  7  elected  an  applicant  to  receive  the  Degrees 
of  Masonry.  Before  the  First  Degree  was  conferred  he  moved  to 
Kingman,  Arizona. 

"Q.  Can  the  Flagstaff  Lodge  request  the  Kingman  Lodge  to  confer 
the  First  Degree,  and  thus  save  the  petitioner  the  expense  of  a  trip 
from  Kingman  to  Flagstaff? 

"A.  Yes  ;  but  both  Lodges  must  be  certain  of  the  identity  of  the 
petitioner." 

He  visited,  within  his  term  of  office,  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdic- 
tion. These  visitations  not  only  afforded  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure, 
but  no  doubt  stimulated  interest  in  the  various  Lodges,  which  resulted 
in  great  good  to  the  Masonry  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

A  very  substantial  sum  of  $674.30  was  contributed  to  the  War 
Relief  Fund,  certainly  a  generous  contribution  for  a  Jurisdiction  no 
larger  numerically  than  Arizona. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  Annual  Communication  was  the 
celebration,  participated  in  by  the  members  in  attendance  at  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  introduction  of  Freemasonry 
into  the  Territory  of  Arizona  by  Aztlan  Lodge  No.  1.  A  program  of 
music  and  addresses  was  carried  out,  the  principal  feature  of  which 
was  the  presentation  of  a  set  of  gold  jewels  to  Aztlan  Lodge  No.  1 
for  the  use  of  its  officers. 

Funds  for  the  purchase  of  this  set  of  gold  jewels  was  made  by 
voluntary  offerings  from  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction.  The  event 
was,  in  all  respects,  a  very  happy  one,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  participants  therein. 

Application  for  fraternal  recognition  by  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of 
France  was  received,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  action  thereon  was  deferred  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

There  is  no  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 

M.'.  W.'.  George  Alexander  Bridge,  Bisbee,  Grand  Master. 

M.'.  W-*-  George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
1915. 

44tli  Annual,  Victoria,  June  17. 
Lodges,  79 ;  members,  7,678 ;  gain,  339. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  xA.mpIe  Form,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  James  Stark,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  straight-forward,  business-like 
statement  of  his  activities  within  the  3'ear.  He  enumerates  an  extensive 
list  of  official  visitations  to  Subordinate  Lodges,  which,  no  doubt, 
received  great  benefit  from  his  personal  presence  with  them. 

He  records  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling  the  death  within  the 
year  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Israel  Wood  Powell,  who  was 
elected  to  the  exalted  position  of  Grand  Master  for  three  successive 
years — in  fact,  was  chosen  for  a  fourth  term,  but  declined  to  serve. 
He  passed  away  February  25,  1915,  a  faithful  laborer,  the  Grand 
Master  states,  to  the  end. 

An  Emergent  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in 
Masonic  Temple,  Victoria,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  final 
obsequies  and  paying  the  last  respects  to  the  distinguished  brother. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  man}-  decisions,  rulings  and  answers 
to  questions  were  given,  but  none  of  an  important  nature,  and  all 
being  covered  by  existing  law,  the  Grand  Master  deemed  it  unnecessary 
to  report  them. 

Among  other  Masonic  activities  exercised  by  him  within  the  year 
were  dispensations  to  form  certain  new  Lodges  ;  the  convening  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  numerous  Emergent  Communications  for  the  purpose 
of  dedicating  Masonic  halls,  placing  cornerstones  of  public  buildings, 
etc. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  war  in  Europe,  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia  to  the  mother  country  was 
affirmed  by  resolutions  unanimously  adopted,  and  a  list  is  given  of  the 
Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction  who  had  volunteered  and  had  gone  across 
the  water  to  fight  England's  battles. 

Out  of  the  twenty  special  dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master  within  the  year,  eleven  were  to  Sul)ordinate  Lodges,  permitting 
them  to  attend  Divine  Service  in  Masonic  clothing. 

This  is  a  form  of  dispensation  rarely  granted  by  Grand  Masters 
on  this  side  of  the  Canadian  line,  but  frequently  granted  hy  (jrand 
Masters  on  the  other  side  of  the  line. 
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An  interesting  address  was  made  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  Very 
Worshipful  Brother  Josiah  Hinchcliff,  the  subject  being  "Masonic 
Brotherhood."  His  ideas  were  somewhat  pessimistic  upon  this  subject, 
the  net  result  of  his  observation  being  that  the  sacred  relationship  of 
Brotherhood  was,  as  a  rule,  very  soon  forgotten  after  the  candidate 
had  attained  the  Sublime  Degree. 

The  Grand  Master  apparently,  in  some  of  his  public  announcements 
in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  had  linked  the 
name  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  with  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
which  was  apparently  very  distasteful  to  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  as  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  repudiating 
the  coupling  of  the  names  in  this  manner  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  at 
the  same  time  ordering  that  all  reference  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  made  in  the  Grand  Master's  address,  linking 
the  names  together,  be  stricken  out  and  not  recorded  in  the  journal  of 
Proceedings. 

This  was  certainly  some  "slam"  at  the  Grand  Master,  but  it  was 
not  the  only  criticism  that  he  received,  because,  later  on,  the  Jurispru- 
dence Committee,  in  commenting  upon  the  statement  in  the  Grand 
Master's  address  that  he  had  made  no  record  of  decisions  or  rulings, 
expressed  their  opinion  to  the  effect  that  the  Grand  Master  should  have 
reported  these  decisions,  nevertheless. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address,  however,  did  find 
much  to  commend  in  his  activity  in  the  matter  of  official  visits  to  the 
Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  to  certain  of  his  recommendations 
looking  to  the  betterment  of  the  Craft. 

Resolutions  of  loyalty  to  the  person  and  Crown  of  the  Most 
Gracious  Sovereign  of  the  British  Kingdom  were  adopted,  and  a 
cablegram  sent  to  His  Gracious  Majesty  expressing  this  loyalty,  and, 
in  due  course,  a  cablegram  was  received  in  reply  expressing  the  deep 
appreciation  of  the  King  for  these  pledges  of  devotion,  all  of  which 
was  very  appropriate  and  commendable  in  a  Grand  Lodge  of  one  of  the 
dependencies  of  the  British  Crown. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  from  the 
scholarly  W.  A.  DeWolf  Smith,  Chairman.  His  comments  are  always 
virile  and  full  of  interest. 

He  discusses  California,  1913,  in  a  breezy  manner;  he  quotes 
extensively  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Filmer  and  relishes  the 
report  of  the  castigation  which  Judge  Sullivan  gave  to  the  convicted 
peddler  of  spurious  Masonic  Degrees,  and  he  gives  expression  to  the 
opinion  that  this  faker  got  what  he  deserved. 
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Brother  Smith  refers  to  the  splendid  work  which  our  various 
boards  of  rehef  are  carrying  forward,  and  speaks  in  complimentary 
terms  of  the  krge  appropriations  made  by  our  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
way  of  charity  and  good  will. 

He  takes  mild  exception  to  our  action  in  extending  recognition 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Porto  Rico,  whose  claim  to  legitimacy  is 
derived  through  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  and  under  "Illinois"  he 
discusses  the  claims  of  Cuba  to  regularity  with  the  conclusion  that 
Cuba's  claims  are  somewhat  mixed,  although  admitting  that  Cuba's 
regularity  was  straight  enough  at  the  beginning,  but  in  the  shuffle  of 
"now  you  see  it,  and  now  you  don't  see  it,"  she  had  compromised,  even 
if  she  had  not  wholly  lost,  her  original  claims  through  a  surrender  to 
the  Scottish  Rite. 

In  our  opinion,  however,  Cuba  has  a  fair  claim  to  regularity,  and 
her  present  authority  over  Craft  Masonry  in  her  Jurisdiction  is  not 
disputed,  and  therefore  we  believe  that  no  mistake  was  made  in 
extending  recognition  to  Cuba's  offspring,  Porto  Rico. 

Brother  Smith  does  not.  we  apprehend,  seriously  disagree  with 
the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  refusing  recognition  to  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Italy,  although,  as  he  states,  if  we  refuse  to  recognize  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Italy  because  she  has  invaded  the  Jurisdiction  of  four 
or  five  of  our  American  Grand  Lodges  by  chartering  Lodges  of  her 
own  within  those  Jurisdictions,  we  must,  for  the  same  reason,  throw 
England,  Ireland.  Scotland  and  Massachusetts  into  the  discard. 

We  cannot  understand  why  Brother  Smith  stops  with  Massachu 
setts.  Why  does  he  not  continue  to  enumerate  California  and  Wash- 
ington and  three  or  four  other  Grand  Lodges  that  have  established 
Lodges  outside  of  their  own  territorial  Jurisdictions?  None  of  these 
Grand  Lodges,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  ever  presumed  to  establish 
Lodges  within  the  territorial  Jurisdiction  of  some  other  Grand  Lodge. 
England  and  Scotland  and  Ireland  have  been  loathe  to  surrender  their 
rights  in  some  of  the  Provinces  of  Australia,  for  instance,  and  have 
sometimes  disputed  the  regularity  of  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodges 
erected  in  territory  where  they  had  already  chartered  Lodges ;  and 
there  has  been  a  conflict  in  Western  Australia  and  Queensland  and 
elsewhere  in  Australia  between  the  new  Grand  Lodges  established  in 
those  territories  and  the  mother  Grand  Lodges  of  England  or  Ireland 
or  Scotland  that  liad  previously  established  Lodges  of  their  own,  but 
we  are  not  aware  of  a  single  invasion  1)y  any  of  these  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions of  territory  unquestionably  belonging  to  another  Grand  Lodge ; 
but  in  open  territory,  where  no  Grand  Lodges  exist.  England  and 
Scotland  and  Ireland  have  not  hesitated  to  establish  Lodges,  and 
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neither  has  Massachusetts  or  California  or  Washington  or  other 
States.  Massachusetts  has  Lodges  chartered  in  Chili,  in  the  Canal  Zone 
and  in  China;  and  California  has  today  five  Lodges  chartered  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands ;  Washington  has  one  or  more  chartered  in  Alaska ; 
hut  all  of  these  places  are  what  is  known  as  open  territory.  In  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  for  instance,  Scotland  chartered  several  Lodges. 
Perhaps  one  of  them  is  still  in  existence.  California  has  chartered 
several  Lodges;  and  there  would  he  no  objection  to  Oregon  or  Wash- 
ington or  any  other  Jurisdiction  chartering  Lodges  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  unless,  or  until,  the  Hawaiian  Islands  established  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  its  own ;  then  for  an  outside  Jurisdiction  to  attempt  to 
charter  a  Lodge  would  be  a  clear  invasion  of  the  Hawaiian  Grand 
Lodge. 

California,  for  instance,  chartered  three  Lodges  in  the  Philippine 
Islands.  These  Lodges  su1:)scquently  formed  a  Grand  Lodge,  which 
is  rapidly  gaining  the  recognition  of  the  Masonic  world,  and  it  would 
now  be  a  clear  invasion  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  that-  Grand  Lodge  for 
California,  or  any  other  Jurisdiction,  to  charter  a  Lodge  there.  So 
far  as  we  know,  none  of  the  Grand  Lodges  nientioned  by  Brother  Smith 
is  on  a  par  with  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  because  they  have  not 
chartered,  or  undertaken  to  charter.  Lodges  in  territories  indisputably 
belonging  to  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  Italy  has.  We  know,  also,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  for  a  great  many  years — proba1)ly  forty  years — 
California,  and,  we  believe,  practically  all  otlicr  American  Jurisdictions, 
refused  to  accord  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many, because  Hamburg  had  invaded  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State  of 
New  York  and  had  a  Lodge  holding  a  charter  from  Hamburg  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  And  it  was  not  until  Hamburg,  only  a  few  years 
since,  withdrew  the  charter  of  its  New  York  Lodge  and  put  the  Lodge 
out  of  existence,  that  recognition  of  Hamburg  was  extended. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  unlike  England  or  Scotland  or  Ireland 
or  Massachusetts  or  California  or  Washington,  which  have  established 
lodges  only  in  open  territory,  has  come  into  several  of  our  American 
Jurisdictions,  like  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  and  granted 
charters  right  and  left. 

Brother  Smith  refers  in  complimentary  terms  to  the  oration  deliv- 
ered by  Worshipful  Brother  William  R.  Hervey,  and  accepts  our 
Grand  Secretary's  description  of  the  oration  as  a  "scliolarly  address 
which  was  listened  to  with  pleasure  and  surely  witli  profit  by  the 
Brethren." 

British  Columbia  indulges  tlu'  \-ery  unusual  practice  of  obligating 
more  than  one  candidate  at  a  lime.  Tliis  is  a  practice  that  is  extremely 
rare  in  Craft  Masonry. 
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Under  the  caption  of  "Georgia."  which  permits  a  Pirother  to  he 
elected  Master  of  a  Lodge  without  having  served  as  Warden,  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  Georgia  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  the  only 
Jurisdiction  permitting  this  to  he  done.  Georgia  is  surely  not  the  only 
Jurisdiction,  because  this  is  the  law  of  California. 

Grand  Master,  Wm.  C.  Ditmars,  Vancouver. 

Dr.  A.  DeWolI'- Smith,  New  Westminster.  Grand  Secretary. 

CANADA,  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 

V 

59th  Annual,  Niagara  Falls,  July  15. 
Lodges.  425  ;  members,  56,787 ;  net  gain,  2,472. 

The  likeness  of  Grand  Master  William  David  McPherson  forms  the 
frontispiece  of  the  Proceedings. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  comprehensive  and 
business-like  statement  of  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  Canada.  The 
opening  paragraphs  set  forth  a  synopsis  of  the  funds,  the  growth  in 
membership,  etc. 

For  the  year  ending  May  31,  1914,  the  total  revenues  were  $47,341.08. 
The  expenditures  for  ordinary  purposes  were  $17,429.03. 

Grants  for  benevolence  from  the  ordinary  funds  were  $29,193.00 
and  from  interest  on  the  investment  of  the  semi-centennial  fund  were 
$4,515.00,  making  together  the  sum  of  $33,708.00  devoted  to  benevolence 
in  the  preceding  year. 

The  financial  exhibit  and  statement  as  to  membership  and  growth 

disclose  a  very  healthy  condition  of  Masonry  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction 

of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  Numerically,  this  Jurisdiction 
is  practically  on  a  par  with  California. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  the  formation  of  ten  new  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  renders  an  account  of  his  attendance  upon 
the  Conference  of  Grand  Masters  at  St.  Louis  on  May  14,  1914.  This 
conference  was  undoubtedly  a  very  enjoyable  junket  to  those  who 
attended. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  close  of  the  Conference  as  being 
marked  by  a  banquet  in  the  spacious  dining-hall  of  the  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.    He  states  that  an  "elegant  menu"  was  served  and 
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interesting  addresses  madc^  which  rendered  the  occasion  one  long 
to  be  remembered  by  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  participate 
therein. 

Fifteen  rulings  were  made  by  the  Grand  Master  upon  Masonic 
questions.  Some  of  his  rulings  disclose  a  much  wider  latitude  in 
defining  physical  qualifications  than  generally  prevails  in  American 
Grand  Lodges. 

For  instance,  he  ruled  in  the  case  of  an  applicant  who  in  childhood 
had  suffered  from  an  attack  of  infantile  paralysis  which  resulted  in 
permanent  partial  paralysis  of  both  legs,  and  who  uses  wooden  and 
artificial  supports,  that  he  would  be  eligible  for  initiation  provided  he 
had  ability  to  comply  literally  with  the  requirements  of  the  work. 

Another  ruling  was  to  the  effect  that  a  hunchback,  but  otherwise 
qualified,  was  eligible  for  initiation. 

When  we  reflect  that  it  is  the  "inward  and  not  the  outward 
qualifications  which  recommend  a  man  to  be  made  a  Mason,"  we  can 
see  nothing  inconsistent  in  these  rulings,  although,  as  stated,  they 
disclose  a  wider  latitude  than  is  generally  permitted  by  our  Grand 
Lodges. 

The  Peace  Festival,  commemorating  the  amicable  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  England  for  a  hundred  years,  was  the  notable 
event  of  this  Communication,  and  was  attended  by  Masons  of  dis- 
tinction from  a  large  number  of  Grand  Lodges  of  British  North 
A-merica  and  the  United  States. 

The  addresses  made  upon  this  occasion  are  not  embodied  in  the 
printed  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  are  to  be  collected  and 
printed  in  a  handsome  volume,  a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  presented  to 
every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world. 

It  is  significant  that  at  this  Peace  Festival,  at  which  were  assembled 
Grand  Masters  and  other  of  the  Masonic  functionaries  from  many 
States  of  the  American  Union,  as  well  as  many  of  the  British-American 
Grand  Lodge,  at  which  the  theme  of  peace  was  the  one  predominant 
note,  that  within  scarcely  a  fortnight  after  that  meeting  possibly  one- 
half  of  the  so-called  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  were  grappled  in 
the  most  stupendous  and  sanguinary  war  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  very  complete  and  interesting, 
and  reviews  the  proceedings  of  more  than  sixty  Grand  Lodges.  It  is 
furnished  by  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  A.  T.  D.  Freed. 

The  Proceedings  of  California,  1913,  are  quite  fully  considered. 
The  Masonic  work  in  California  is  highly  commended;  reference  is 
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made  fo  the  completion  of  our  Masonic  Temple,  which  is  referred  to 
as  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world ;  our  Masonic  Homes  are  referred 
to  in  very  complimentary  terms,  and  the  generosity  of  California's 
contribution  of  $9,500  to  the  Ohio  flood  sufferers  is  referred  to  as 
evidence  of  the  true  Masonic  spirit  which  obtains  in  our  State. 
Further  reference  is  made  to  the  generosity  of  California  Masons  in 
the  administration  of  the  Board  of  Relief  system  of  California,  in 
which  many  thousands  of  dollars  each  year  are  contributed  to  the 
distressed  Masons  of  other  Jurisdictions. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  Wm.  McPhErson  was  re-elected  Grand 
Master. 

Right  Worshipful  Brother  R.  h.  Gunn,  Hamilton,  Grand  Secretary. 

COLORADO. 
1914. 

59th  Annual,  Denver,  September  15  and  16. 
Lodges,  126 ;  members,  16,758 ;  gain,  619. 

The  likeness  of  the  incoming  Grand  Master  Most  Worshipful 
Charles  H.  Dudley  and  that  of  the  retiring  Most  Worshipful  William 
S.  Pickerill  add  embellishment  to  the  opening  pages  of  the  volume. 

In  his  annual  address,  Brother  Pickerill  deplores,  as  do  practically 
all  of  the  Grand  Masters  in  their  addresses,  the  carnage  now  going 
on  in  Europe. 

Under  the  head  of  "Necrology,"  he  made  a  glowing  and  richly- 
deserved  tribute  to  that  distinguished  American  citizen  and  High 
Mason,  Honorable  Henry  M.  Teller,  who  died  February  23,  1914. 
He  was  in  his  life  not  only  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Colorado, 
but  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  country.  He  was  chosen  one 
of  two  of  the  first  United  States  Senators  from  his  State  after  it  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  in  1876. 

The  Grand  Master  recalls  the  civic  history  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Teller  and  recounts  his  Masonic  record,  which  was  a  long,  interesting 
and  most  instructive  one,  extending  over  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years. 

In  the  closing  paragraph  of  his  tribute  to  Past  Grand  Master 
Teller  he  refers  to  him  as  one  who  stood  upon  the  heights,  one  of 
the  really  great  men  of  the  Nation,  animated  by  a  spirit  of  fairness 
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and  justice  to  all;  one  who  held  the  respect  and  veneration  of  men 
of  all  political  parties ;  one  whose  opinions  on  all  national  questions 
were  eagerly  sought,  as  it  was  felt  that  they  were  founded  in  wisdom 
and  upon  a  true  conception  of  right  and  justice;  a  man  who  was  in 
the  broadest  sense  a  statesman ;  one  who  measured  up  to  the  highest 
standard. 

In  his  report  on  "Necrology,"  he  referred  feelingly  to  the  death 
within  the  year  of  Past  Grand  Master  George  Edward  Simonton,  who 
was  Grand  Master  of  Colorado  in  1912-1913,  and  who  died  at  Denver, 
June  24,  1914. 

Speaking  of  Brother  Simonton,  Grand  Master  Pickerill,  adverting 
to  the  fact  that  he  was  born  and  raised  in  Colorado,  drew  attention 
to  those  qualities  of  character  which  rendered  him  thoroughly  in 
S3'mpathy  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  Centennial  State. 

With  129  constituent  Lodges,  Grand  Master  Pickerill  mentions 
the  fact  that  the  membership,  in  the  year  preceding,  had  shown  a 
very  substantial  gain,  reaching  a  total  of  nearly  17,000. 

He  states  that  from  many  years'  association  with  the  people  of 
Colorado  he  is  firmly  of  the  belief  that  the  l^est  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth are  found  in  the  membership  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  the 
State. 

Touching  the  Benevolent  Fund,  he  expressed  a  measure  of  satis- 
faction in  the  conscientious  manner  in  which  it  is  administered  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  voice  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  this 
Fund  was  wise  and  commendable. 

Concerning  dispensations,  he  refused  one  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing church  in  Lodge  formation  and  another  to  open  a  Lodge  on  some 
high  point.  We  are  in  perfect  sympathy  with  the  refusal  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  permit  a  Lodge  to  attend  church  in  regalia.  This  is  a  form 
of  dispensation  frequently  granted  in  the  Masonic  Lodges  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Canadian  line,  but  rarely  granted  in  the  American  Grand 
Lodges. 

Referring  to  official  visitations  to  Lodges,  he  states  that  there 
is  no  feature  connected  with  the  office  of  Grand  Master  that  afforded 
him  so  much  pleasure  as  these  official  visits.  He  states  that  he  would 
have  been  pleased  to  visit  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction,  Init,  being 
a  man  busy  with  his  own  affairs,  he  found  it  impossible  to  visit  more 
than  a  comparatively  small  number  of  Lodges,  yet,  through  the  system 
of  reports  rendered  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
he  was  in  touch  with  all  of  the  Lodges  and  made  such  personal  visits 
as  his  time  permitted. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence,  always  of  high  character,  is  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Lawrence  AT.  Oreenleaf.  He  reviewed  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  forty-two  (^irand  Lodges,  California  among  the  number. 

Brother  Greenleaf's  first  report  on  correspondence  was  rendered 
forty-four  years  ago,  and  the  present  report  is  the  thirtieth  in  con- 
secutive order.  Physical  affliction  prevented  his  completing  the  review 
of  all  of  the  Jurisdictions  for  the  preceding  year,  he  being  obliged  by 
virtue  of  physical  exhaustion  to  suspend  his  report  after  "South  Dakota" 
had  been  passed.  Referring  to  his  physical  affliction,  he  states  that 
his  "Conclusion"  has  resolved  itself  into  an  apology,  the  first  time 
during  his  long  experience  that  he  has  been  unable  to  complete  the 
designs  laid  out  upon  the  trestle-board. 

He  looks  forward,  however,  as  he  states,  to  making  up  for  the 
deficiencies  of  his  present  report  in  his  next  offering. 

Brother  Greenleaf  need  never  apologize  for  any  of  his  work,  and 
the  greatest  regret  is  that  experienced  by  those  who  are  denied  the 
privilege  of  reading  a  full  and  complete  report  upon  all  of  the 
Jurisdictions  and  being  obliged  to  suspend  the  perusal  of  his  valuable 
commentaries  at  "South  Dakota." 

Charles  H.  Dudley  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Charles  H.  Jackson  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT. 
1915. 

127th  Annual,  New  Haven,  February  3-4. 
Lodges.  110;  members,  25,378;  gain,  598. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Edgar  H.  Parkman,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  opens  his  address  as  follows  : 

"The  year  has  indeed  been  an  eventful  one.  eventful  in  the 
history  of  the  world  at  large,  great  nations  lilled  with  war,  the  old 
earth  shaken  to  its  foundation  with  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the 
marching  tread  of  great  armies,  greater  than  the  world  has  ever 
seen  before,  the  air  above  and  the  water  Ijelow  teeming  with  swift 
and  tireless  craft  scattering  deadly  bombs  and  giant  torpedoes  freighted 
with  terror  and  destruction. 

"In  happy  contrast  to  all  this,  here  in  America  we  have  had  a 
year  unmarked  by  great  happenings,  but  eventful  still  in  the  emphasis 
which  has  been  put  upon  that  divine  sentiment  of  'peace  and  good 
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will'  proclaimed  by  angelic  voices  so  long  ago  above  the  plains  of 
Judea  and  expressing  itself  as  never  before  in  the  philanthropy,  the 
equality,  the  fraternity  of  the  day  in  which  wc  are  glad  to  be  living." 

Under  the  heading  of  "Necrology,"  he  speaks  feelingly  of  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wilbur  S.  Comstock,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  East  Haddam,  September  10,  1914. 

Brother  Comstock  was  active  in  Masonry  for  a  great  many  years 
in  Connecticut.  He  served  the  Grand  Lodge  in  various  capacities 
and  was  elected  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  served  in  that 
capacity  in  1913.    His  death  was  greatly  deplored. 

Mention  is  made  also  of  the  death  within  the  year  of  Past  Junior 
Grand  Warden  Right  Worshipful  Edmund  Tweedy,  who  passed  away 
at  his  home  in  New  York  City  May  1,  1914. 

Under  "Decisions,"  the  Grand  Master  states  that  no  questions  were 
submitted  to  him  for  decision  within  the  year  which  could  not  be 
answered  by  referring  to  the  constitution,  the  general  rules  and 
regulations,  and  consequently  no  official  decisions  were  rendered. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Grand  Master's  address  is  the  record 
of  visitations  made  by  him  to  Subordinate  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction, 
his  round  of  visitation  covering,  we  should  judge,  practically  every 
district  of  the  State. 

Besides  visitations  to  his  own  Subordinates,  Grand  Master  Parkman 
managed  to  accept  the  hospitalities  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  these 
visitations  carrying  him  as  far,  at  least,  as  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Delaware  and  Canada.  He  refers  particularly  to  the  very  great  pleasure 
which  he  enjoyed  in  his  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  at  which  time  there  was  celebrated  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  peace  between  America  and  England.  At 
this  Jubilee  there  were  representatives  from  a  large  number  of  Ameri- 
can and  Canadian  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  occasion  was  altogether  one 
of  great  enjoyment. 

This  celebration  took  place  a  brief  fortnight  before  the  ultimatum 
dispatched  by  Austria  to  Servia  which  precipitated  the  awful  and 
stupendous  conflict,  the  most  sanguinary  in  the  world's  history,  now  in 
progress  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

A  feature  of  this  Jurisdiction  is  the  celebration  of  what  is  known 
as  "Grand  Master's  Day."  It  was  decided  this  year  to  hold  the  cele- 
bration at  the  Masonic  Home  at  Wallingford.  September  25,  the  date 
of  the  dedication  of  the  Home  on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  its 
incorporation.     The  attendance  upon  this  occasion  was  exceedingly 
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gratifying  and  the  affair  stands  out  as  the  red-letter  day  of  Masonry 
in  this  Jurisdiction  in  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  approval  to  the  Washington  National 
Masonic  Memorial  Association,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  will  contribute  substantially  in  a  financial  way  to  the  enterprise. 
Definite  action,  however,  was  not  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  concerning 
the  matter. 

Grand  Master  Parkman  refers  to  Masonic  Conferences  of  Grand 
Masters,  and  while  he  finds  nothing  objectionable  in  these  conferences, 
so  far  as  he  is  able  to  discover,  except  the  tendency  which  seems  to 
be  latent  and  for  the  most  part  unexpressed,  to  bring  about  a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  which  scheme  he  reprobates,  referring  particularly  with 
disapproval  to  the  proposition  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Oregon  to  hold  a  conference  having  this  purpose  in  view. 

Outside  of  the  two  or  three  proponents  of  the  scheme,  we  have 
not  found  in  our  reading  more  than  one  (and  that  a  small  Canadian 
Jurisdiction)  that  seems  to  favor  the  proposition. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Past  Grand  Master 
George  A.  Kies,  who  is  also  Grand  Secretary.  He  states  at  the 
outset  of  his  report  that,  owing  to  the  unusual  bulk  of  the  1915 
Proceedings,  he  has  endeavored  to  condense  and  abbreviate  his  reports 
more  than  usual.  Condensation  is  not  always  a  fault  and  we  think  in 
this  instance  that  Brother  Kies  has  managed  to  give  us  the  substance 
of  the  transactions  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges. 

Certain  paragraphs  of  his  Conclusion  contain  food  for  thought,  and 
we  quote  from  his  Conclusion,  as  follows  : 

"Many  students  and  thinkers  opine  that  a  present-day  Masonic 
evil  lies  in  a  tendency  of  Grand  Lodges  to  over-legislate.  One  instance 
is  shown  in  the  anti-liquor  legislation.  The  different  decisions  and 
interpretations  based  on  such  laws  show  that  certain  classes  are 
ineligible  in  some  States  and  eligible  in  others.  While  we  hold  no 
brief  for  the  saloonkeeper,  and  freely  concede  that  ninety-nine  out  of 
every  hundred  of  them  are  undesirable,  we  see  no  more  need  of  special 
legislation  regarding  them  than  in  the  cases  of  opium-sellers,  prize- 
fighters, thieves,  etc.  If  Lodges  themselves  cannot  be  trusted'  to 
dispose  of  every  application  upon  its  own  merits  or  demerits,  what 
hope  is  there  for  our  Fraternity?  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  stated 
that,  in  one  Grand  Lodge,  a  resolution  was  introduced  forbidding 
Lodges  from  receiving  a  petition  from  any  manager,  editor,  or  pro- 
prietor of  a  newspaper  which  advertises  the  sale  of  liquor.  Naturally, 
this  was  found  too  extreme  and  was  rejected. 

"Some  correspondents  manifest  impatience  with  the  law,  common 
in  most  Jurisdictions,  requiring  inter-state  correspondence  to  be  con- 
ducted through  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  characterize  it  as  'useless  red 
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tape;  Our  own  law,  adopted  in  1885,  was  caused  by  the  fact  that 
one  of  our  Lodges  had  conferred  the  AI.  M.  degree  upon  a  F;  C.  of 
a  clandestine  Lodge,  l)y  request  of  the  latter,  and  in  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  they  were  dealing  with  a  spurious  l)()dy.  Upon  learning  of 
this,  our  then  G.  M.  issued  an  edict  requiring  all  inter-state  correspond- 
ence to  be  conducted  through  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  latter  afterwards 
enacted  this  into  our  law.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Lodges  of  necessity 
lack  detailed  knowledge  as  to  spurious  bodies  in  other  States,  the 
wisdom  and  expediency  of  this  regulation  is  apparent. 

"The  Oregon  proposal  to  form  a  sovereign  General  Grand  Lodge 
deservedly  finds  very  few  advocates. 

"The  matter  of  publishing  Masonic  news  in  newspapers,  etc.,  is 
becoming  a  serious  one.  Such  items  are  sometimes  incorrect  and  often 
misleading,  even  wdien  appearing  n  standard  Masonic  periodicals. 
Again,  much  is  printed  which  shov!  1  never  become  public.  We  believe 
it  were  far  better  for  the  Fraternit'.  if  newspapers  could  be  prevented 
from  even  mentioning  us.  And  it  is  certain  that  the  most  extreme 
discretion  should  be  used  in  g■i^•ing  out  information. 

"Some  Jurisdictions  recpiire  a  newdy-made  M.  M.  to  pass  an 
examination  as  to  proficiency  before  he  can  vote  or  hold  office. 
While  the  intent  of  such  law  is  good,  it  seems  an  invasion  of  Masonic 
natural  rights.  And  one  Jurisdiction  requires  that  all  Masters  shall 
])Ossess  a  Grand  Lodge  certificate  of  ability  before  election.  If  the 
word  instaUation  were  substituted  for  that  of  election,  we  believe  the 
law  would  be  correct.  As  it  now  stands,  it  would  seem  to  indirectly 
encourage  electioneering  and  wire-pulling  for  that  high  office. 

"So  far  as  growth  and  finances  are  concerned.  Masonry  seems 
to  be  flourishing  to  a  high  degree  everywhere  in  the  United  States." 

California,  1914,  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Quotations  are  made  from 
the  report  of  Grand  Master  Alurphy  and  Masonic  Homes  Committee. 

M.'.  W.'.  Clarknc  k  F.  Austin,  Danbury,  Grand  Master.  ' 
M-".  W.'-  (jKokgk  a.  Kii-s,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE. 

1914. 

109th  Annual  Communication,  Wilmington,  October  7-8. 
Lodges,  22 ;  meml)ers,  3.436 ;  net  gain,  78. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  refers  to  the  fact  tliat  across 
the  seas  more  than  one  half  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  plunged 
into  a  mad,  relentless  war.  He  feelirigly  refers  to  the  undoubted  fact 
that  among  the  innumerable  unmarked  graves  that  are  concealed 
beneath  the  sod  are  many  Fellows  of  the  Craft  who  gave  their  lives 
in  defense  of  their  country,  martyrs  to  a  cause  whether  just  or  unjust, 
yet  a  war  precipitated,  no  doubt,  by  the  ambitions  of  hereditary  rulers. 

The  Grand  Master  calls  attention  to  the  work  of  the  Grim 
Destroyer,  who  is  always  moving  about  and  touching  with  his  wand 
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countless  thousands  each  year,  and  this  whether  war  rages  or  not. 
Among  the  fraternal  dead  to  which  he  refers,  particular  notice  is 
given  to  -  Past  Grand  Master  Enoch  Moore,  who  had  in  liis  Hfelinie 
been  very  active  in  Masonic  work,  and  who  had  the  distinction  of  being 
Grand  Master  at  the  time  the  Masonic  Home  was  dedicated. 

Those  who  were  associated  with  liim  in  his  work  are  the  ones 
who  will  most  keenly  feel  the  loss  of  his  genial  presence  and  his  useful 
life. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  visited  in  his  term 
of  office  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction.  He  also  visited  upon  several 
occasions  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions,  referring  especially  to  his  attend- 
ance upon  the  127th  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Jersey. 

Only  one  decision  was  made  by  him  and  that  was  upon  a  purely 
local  question. 

]t  is  signilicant  that  this  Jurisdiction,  wln'cii  has  a  memlx'rship  of 
scarcely  more  than  3,(X}0,  maintains  a  Masonic  Home  which  is  admin- 
istered with  much  attention  to  detail  at  which  the  comfort  of  the 
residents  is  carefully  considered,  and  tlie  administration  is  both  wise 
and  economic. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  his  attendance  at  the  Fourth  Annual 
meeting  of  the  George  Washington  Masonic  National  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation. He  commends  its  purposes,  and  we  believe  that  Delaware 
is  fully  committed  to  a  reasonable  support  of  the  project. 

By  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  was  accorded  full  Masonic  recognition.  The  matter  of  recogni- 
tion of  the  York  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico  was  postponed,  owing  largely 
to  the  unsettled  condition  of  that  country. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Harry  Jones  Guthrie.  The  report,  while  not  extensive,  contains  a  large 
amount  of  useful  information  and  intelligent  comment. 

California  did  not  apparently  reach  the  table  of  the  reviewer,  as 
California  is  not  contained  in  the  report. 

M.*.  W.'.  Wm.  E.  Valient  of  Laurel  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

R.'.  W.*.  V]RG] NIL'S  G.  Harrison  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
1914. 

104th  Annual,  Washington,  December  16. 
Lodges,  30;  membership,  9,924;  net  gain,  325. 
In  his  address,  the  Grand  Master,  as  one  of  the  outstanding- 
incidents  of  his  administration,  presents  the  case  of  a  Jurisdictional 


32 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


conflict  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  The  case  is  exhans- 
tiveh'  presented  and  the  crux  of  the  entire  matter  is  whether  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  no  one  can  become 
a  citizen  in  the  sense  of  being  a  voter,  can  confer  the  Degrees  of 
Masonry  upon  one  who  is  a  political  citizen  of  another  Jurisdiction, 
although  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  resident  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  controversy  in  question  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  District 
of  Columbia,  which  requires  from  one  who  seeks  membership  in  any 
of  the  Masonic  Lodges,  a  bona  fide  continued  residence  of  a  year, 
accepted  the  petition  from  such  a  resident,  although,  as  above  indicated, 
being  a  political  citizen  of  Pennsylvania. 

Grand  Master  Newton  made  a  very  logical  presentation  of  the 
case  from  his  standpoint,  defending  the  action  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  Lodge,  which  conferred  the  Degrees,  and  we  believe  his 
position  was  correct  and  that  the  contention  made  by  Pennsylvania 
that  the  District  of  Columbia  had  no  jurisdiction  was  not  tenable. 

One  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  was  to  the  effect  that  no 
member  of  a  Lodge  below  the  rank  of  Warden  could,  at  the  request  of 
the  Master  of  the  Lodge,  who  was  present  in  the  Lodge,  preside  in  the 
East. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  upheld  this  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master,  but  the  decision  was,  as  we  believe,  properly  overruled 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  itself,  which  held  that  it  was  proper  for  any  Mason 
to  respond  to  the  request  of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  or  the  presiding 
Warden  at  the  request  of  the  Master,  or  such  Warden  to  preside 
in  his  absence,  or  under  his  direction,  in  the  East,  the  Master 
or  Acting  Master  being  responsible  for  all  that  is  done  the  same  as 
if  he  were  actually  presiding  in  person  himself. 

The  Grand  Master  was  invited  to  attend  the  Conference  of  Grand 
Masters,  held  in  St.  Louis  in  May.  He  was  unable  to  attend,  but 
deputized  one  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters  to  attend  in  his  stead.  The 
Grand  Master  expressed  a  favorable  opinion  of  this  conference.  We 
are  unable  to  agree  with  this  conclusion.  They  will  be  made,  if 
continued,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  the  forerunner  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  and  that  this  is  the  covert  purpose  of  at  least  some  of 
the  leading  spirits  in  these  conferences  is  unquestionably  true,  although 
the  conferences  have  invariably,  so  far  as  they  could  do  so  officially, 
denied  emphatically  and  indignantly  that  any  such  purpose  is  in  con- 
templation, yet  we  find  one  of  the  great  Jurisdictions  of  this  country 
formally  inviting  the  other  American  and  Canadian  Jurisdictions  to 
join  in  an  open  effort  to  create  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge. 
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The  purpose,  we  are  satisfied,  would  never  succeed,  yet,  what  is  the 
good  accomplished  by  these  annual  junkets  and  conferences  that 
annually  pass  and  re-pass  the  same  resolutions  "suggesting"  uniformity 
in  certain  things  in  which  uniformity  is  in  no  sense  necessary  or  vital? 

Requests  for  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nicaragua 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  National  of  France  were  carried  over. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Most  Worshipful  George  W.  Baird,  Past 
Grand  Master,  was  adopted,  to  the  effect  that  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Bible 
shall  in  future  in  all  cases  be  deposited  in  the  cavity  of  every  corner- 
stone laid  Masonically  in  that  Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  work  being 
accomplished  by  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home  of  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, an  institution  that  is  fulfilling  in  a  most  capable  manner  its 
functions  of  benevolent  usefulness. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  learned  and 
scholarly  Past  Grand  Master  George  W.  Baird,  it  being  his  fifteenth 
annual  report. 

His  reviews  are  interesting  and  instructive.  California,  1914,  is 
fraternally  considered. 

He  makes  a  brief  resume  of  the  report  of  Grand  Master  Murphey. 
He  speaks  in  terms  of  praise  of  our  Masonic  Homes,  and,  after  quoting 
from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Masonic  Homes,  he 
refers  to  the  home  at  San  Gabriel,  "which  like  a  bud  is  unfolding 
each  year  into  a  l)eautiful  rose,"  and  makes  a  beautiful  and  significant 
contrast  l)etwten  the  Home  and  another  feature  of  the  town  of  San 
Gabriel,  as  follows : 

"May  we  invite  attention  to  another  Home  at  San  Gabriel  ?  An 
ado1:)e  hut.  with  crazy  towers  and  cracked  bells,  with  pitifully  daubed 
pictures  of  saints  ;  rough  stone  floors  on  the  level  of  the  street ;  a  small, 
ill-kept  grave-yard  and  an  immense  grape-vine  are  all  that  is  visible, 
but  the  proclamation  'we  settled  all  this  country'  is  clanged  from  the 
very  bells.  For  more  than  two  centuries  this  Mission  of  San  Gabriel, 
with  its  pctticoated  sorcerers,  has  been  collecting  tithes  from  the  poor 
people  in  the  neighborhood,  while  within  the  sound  of  the  tinkle  of 
those  bells  a  heretic  named  Baldwin  put  50,000  acres  of  land  under 
cultivation  within  two  decades,  and  now  the  merry  voices  of  the  well- 
fed  and  happy  children  in  the  Masons'  Home  give  music  to  that  summer 
dream." 

A  part  of  Brother  Baird's  "Conclusion"  will  at  least  be  appreciated 
for  the  information  it  contains,  even  if  for  no  other  reason  : 

"It  is  the  wish  and  the  hope  of  all  good  Masons  to  preserve  the 
Order  in  its  pristine  purity  and  integrity ;  but,  to  insure  this,  we  should 
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repudiate  modern  fads  which  are  arrayed  as  progression,  but  which 
are  manifestations  of  tlic  aml)ition  of  politicians,  to  keep  in  the  lime- 
light. 

"A  year  ago  we  said  our  liberties  were  more  interfered  wnth  than  in 
the  time  of  George  III.  when  our  ancestors  rebelled.  We  have,  more 
than  once,  pointed  the  intemperate  and  hysterical  prohibition  fad,  but 
that  is  only  part. 

"Liberty  has  been  defined  as  the  citizen's  right  to  live  and  act  as  he 
thinks  best  so  long  as  his  conduct  does  not  invade  a  like  right  of 
others. 

"Today,  however,  the  intimation,  if  not  the  declaration,  of  part 
of  our  people  is  to  oblige  others  to  do  what  they  want  us  to  do.  The 
suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  privileges  in  West  Virginia  during  the 
strike  of  1912;  the  placing  of  a  Washington  town  under  martial  law 
in  order  to  enforce  the  liquor  law ;  the  forbidding  of  newspaper  reports 
of  executions  in  Minnesota,  and  the  eugenic  laws  in  at  least  two  States 
are  examples.  Added  to  this  is  the  boycott  of  local  papers  by  a  religious 
sect,  to  prevent  the  further  publication  of  a  tragedy. 

"If  another  object-lesson  is  needed  to  prove  the  horrors  of  substi- 
tution of  morphine,  cocaine,  etc.,  for  alcoholic  stimulants,  we  have 
it  in  the  recent  exposures  in  the  Tombs  and  other  'correctional  institu- 
tions' in  New  York  City.  The  drugs  were  smuggled  in  with  the  food 
supplies  from  dealers  nearby.  The  discovery  and  the  sudden  cessation 
of  the  supply  resulted  in  piteous  ravings  of  the  prisoners,  said  to  be 
agonizing  to  hear. 

"It  was  estimated  that  'several  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  the 
poisons  were  sold  in  the  city  institutions  of  New  York  alone  in  a 
single  week.' 

"Two  women  were  arrested  in  Eighth  Avenue  near  Thirty-eighth 
Street  on  June  15  by  detectives,  who  had  cocaine  and  a  cocaine-needle 
in  their  possession,  and  who  charged  a  dime  a  'shot'  for  the  drug. 
They  were  said  to  be  driving  a  thriving  business. 

"Police  Commissioner  Woods,  in  New  York  City,  observed  that 
'60  per  cent  of  the  unfortunates  [persons  arrested]  are  drug  victims,' 
which  was  verified  in  the  trial  of  five  men,  who  were  arraigned  for 
offenses  directly  due  to  drugs.  They  were  charged  with  surreptitious 
sale  of  heroin  and  cocaine.  One  fellow  carried  his  goods  in  the  silver 
handle  of  his  cane. 

"While  legislation,  in  the  interest  of  Temperance,  has  practically 
put  the  little  German  beer-gardens  out  of  business,  it  has  been  followed 
by  the  substitution  of  this  deadly  drug  business  ;  it  has  created  a  market 
for  the  sale  of  active  and  insidious  drugs,  in  small  packages,  and  has 
decimated  the  sale  of  the  diluted  malt  stimulants  which  were  sold 
openly. 

"Of  two  evils  we  should  choose  the  lesser,  when  we  find  w^e  cannot 
abolish  both.  Legislation  can  never  control  the  craving  of  Nature : 
it  may  modify  it,  but  if  the  soi  disant  temperance  advocates  would 
spend  half  as  much  time  and  energy  in  bringing  to  justice  the  drunken 
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offenders  of  the  law  that  they  spend  in  urging  further  legislation  on 
the  subject  we  would  all  profit." 

Alexander  Grant.  Grand  Master,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Grand  Sccrctar}^,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ENGLAND, 
1914-15. 

After  much  preliminary  work  and  arranging,  W-'-  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  T. 
Vansettart  Bowater,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  nominated  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  for  Grand  Master.  This  was 
seconded  by  W-'.  Bro.  Wilson  (P.  G.  S.),  M.'.  W-'-  Pro  Grand 
Master,  and  the  Grand  Master  was  duly  proclaimed  re-elected.  All 
the  Brethren  then  stood,  while  W-*-  Bro.  J.  S.  Granville  Grenfell, 
M.  A.  (Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies),  proclaimed  H.  R.  H.  the 
Duke  of  Connaught  and  Strathearn,  duly  elected  as  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England,  as  follows  : 

"Be  it  known,  that  the  Most  High,  Most  Mighty,  and  Most  Illus- 
trious Prince,  Arthur  William  Patrick  Albert.  Duke  of  Connaught  and 
Strathearn,  Earl  of  Sussex.  Duke  of  Saxony.  Prince  of  Saxe-Coburg 
and  Gotha,  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  Knight 
of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Thistle,  Knight 
of  the  Most  Illustrious  Order  of  St.  Patrick,  Great  Master  and  First 
and  Principal  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of 
the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Commander  of  the  Most  Exalted  Order  of 
the  Star  of  India.  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished 
Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  Knight  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Most  Eminent  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Royal  Victorian  Order,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  Field  Marshal  of  the  Army,  Governor-General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  has 
been  elected  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Fraternity 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  whom  may  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  long  preserve." 

A  scheme  has  been  proposed  to  pension  the  clerical  force  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  age  of  65  years. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  has  enacted  legislation  whereby  brethren  of  alien  birth, 
belonging  to  Lodges  under  English  Jurisdiction,  are  excluded.  This 
important  and  far-reaching  demand  was  made  with  respect  to  German, 
Austrian  and  Turkish  Masons  who  are  members  of  English  Lodges. 
The  friction  caused  by  the  presence  of  these  foreign-born  Masons 
brought  about  the  action,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  harmony  within 
the  Lodges  it  was  resolved  that  such  Masons  should  be  required  to 
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abstain  from  attendance  either  at  the  Grand  or  Subordinate  Lodges 
while  the  war  lasted. 

This  action  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  protest  even  from  English 
Masons,  and  a  great  deal  of  adverse  comment,  yet  the  action  of  the 
English  Grand  Lodge  in  the  exclusion  of  these  brethren  of  alien  birth 
for  the  time  being  seems  to  be  justified. 

]\Iasons  everx  wliere  deplore  the  l)arl)arities  of  war  and  the  awful 
sacrifice  of  human  life.  This  is  not  altogether  because  of  the  dreadful 
carnage  on  the  battlefields  and  in  the  trenches,  but  is  because  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  that  will  be  left  helpless  and  many  of  them 
doomed  to  die  of  starvation  and  want. 

The  previous  action  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Germany  along  lines 
similar  to  that  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  indicates  that 
even  the  ties  of  the  greatest  fraternal  society  the  world  has  ever 
known  seem  not  beyond  severance  in  the  present  maelstrom  of  strife 
and  embitterment  which  is  overwhelming  the  nations  of  Europe. 

The  Annual  Grand  Festival  was  held  on  April  29,  1915,  M-'.  W-". 
Brother  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill  in  the  throne.  Grand  Lodge  was 
opened  in  Ample  Form  with  prayer.  The  Grand  Director  of  Cere- 
monies proclaimed  : 

"Be  it  known,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Oliver  Villiers,  Baron 
Ampthill,  of  Ampthill,  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  Knight  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  Most  Exalted  Order  of  the  3tar  of  India,  Knight  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Most  Eminent  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire,  Deputy 
Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Bedford,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
same  county.  Master  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  Colonel  3rd 
Battalion  Bedfordshire  Regiment,  R.'.  W-'-  Provincial  Grand  Master 
for  the  Province  of  Bedfordshire,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  has  been  appointed 
and  installed  M.'.  W-'-  Pro  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Fraternity 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England  for  the  ensuing- 
year  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Letchworth,  Grand  Secretary." 

FLORIDA, 
1915. 

86th  Annual.  Jacksonville,  January  19. 
Lodges,  225;  members,  12,051;  gain,  607. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  the  opening  portion  of  his  address,  states 
that  he  is  impressed  from  the  reports  which  he  has  received  from  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  otherwise  with  the  conviction  that 
Masonry  in  the  Jurisdiction  is  in  a  most  excellent  and  flourishing 
condition. 
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He  regards  Masonry,  and  other  fraternal  organizations,  as  a  great 
equalizer  in  society,  and  places  it  side  by  side  with  religion  as  among 
the  most  potential  elements  in  the  progress  of  the  human  race.  As 
an  institution  he  linds  that  Masonry  lays  its  foundations  upon  the  firm 
conviction  of  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
Man,  and  is  certain  in  his  belief  that  no  nation  can  adopt  these  grand 
tenets  without  striding  onward  and  upward  in  political,  moral  life. 

Under  "Necrology,''  he  refers  with  deep  feeling  to  the  death 
within  the  year  of  one  of  the  best  beloved  Past  Grand  Masters  of 
the  Jurisdiction,  Most  Worshipful  Henry  W.  Long.  Brother  Long's 
life  was  closely  linked  with  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida, 
and  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  towers  of  strength  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Masonic  activities  of  Grand  Master  Wilson  were  numerous ; 
eight  Lodges,  which  had  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual 
Communication,  were  duly  constituted ;  dispensations  were  granted 
for  three  new  Lodges ;  several  Special  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  held  for  purposes  of  placing  cornerstones  of  public  build- 
ings, etc. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  he  received  within  the  year  requests 
for  rulings  on  Masonic  law.  Most  of  these  requests  were  answered 
by  referring  the  inquirers  to  the  Digest,  or  Masonic  Code,  and  the 
other  questions  decided  did  not  involve,  we  believe,  any  new  Masonic 
principles,  although  two  or  three  of  his  decisions  were  perhaps  unusual. 

For  instance,  he  ruled  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  an  application 
for  aflfiliation  to  be  in  writing,  but  that  it  could  be  either  written  or 
verbal.  That  may  state  the  law  as  it  is  in  Florida,  but  does  not, 
however,  conform  to  the  practice  in  California.  An  application  for 
membership  must  of  necessity  be  in  writing. 

Another  was  to  the  effect  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  re-ballot 
in  order  to  have  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  conferred  on  a 
candidate  who  has  waited  ten  years  to  be  initiated. 

Another  was  that  a  Mason  who  had  declared  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  God  and  the  Holy  Bible  could  not  receive,  upon  request,  a 
dimit,  but  that  the  Lodge  should  prefer  charges,  and  if  the  brother  is 
found  guilty,  expel  him. 

In  our  humble  judgment,  the  brother,  if  a  believer  in  God,  as  he 
must  have  been  at  the  time  of  his  initiation,  and  if  regularly  made  a 
Mason,  is  entitled  to  a  dimit,  even  though  he  might,  subsequent 
to  his  initiation,  have  changed  his  views  upon  the  subject  of  the 
existence  of  Diety. 
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The  subject  of  a  ]\Iasonic  Home  and  Orphanage  is  one  to  which 
the  serious  attention  of  this  Jurisdiction  is  addressed.  A  fund  is  in 
process  of  accumulation  with  the  probability  that  ultimately  a  home 
and  orphanage  will  be  established,  and  to  this  end  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  that  an  annual  assessment  of  50  cents  per  capita  be  made 
upon  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Masonic 
Home  and  Orphanage  for  the  building  and  maintenance  of  such  insti- 
tution. An  effort  was  made  to  reconsider  this  motion,  but  the  effort 
failed,  and  the  motion,  as  originally  carried,  stood. 

The  best  part  of  the  volume  of  Proceedings  is  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  by  the  Chairman  Most  Worshipful 
Silas  B.  Wright,  it  being  his  thirteenth  annual  report. 

Of  Masonic  reporters  he  is  one  of  the  most  learned  in  the  lore  and 
literature  of  Masonry,  and  his  reports  are  always  a  mine  of  Masonic 
information. 

In  discussing,  under  the  caption  of  California,  the  question  as 
to  the  true  province  of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  he  states  that, 
having  been  a  close  student  of  the  writings  of  such  Masonic  jurists  as 
Drummond  of  Maine,  Cunningham  of  Ohio,  Parvin  of  Iowa,  Jenks  of 
Wisconsin,  Robins  of  Illinois,  and  others,  he  believes  that  the  proposi- 
tion to  curtail  comment  and  deny  criticism  destroys,  to  a  great  extent, 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  correspondence  reports. 

He  believes  that  it  is  only  through  comments  and  criticisms  that 
facts  regarding,  for  instance,  the  origin  of  Grand  Lodges,  the  rules 
for  recognition,  the  rights  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  degrees  in  the 
Scottish  Rite,  and  other  so-called  higher  organizations,  can  be  fully 
presented  and  understood  by  members  of  the  Craft,  and  he  states  that, 
in  his  opinion,  more  information  can  be  obtained  by  the  Masters  of 
the  Lodges  and  the  younger  brethren  by  reading  correspondence  reports 
than  in  any  other  way,  and  we  are  inclined,  upon  reflection,  to  think 
that  he  is  nearly  right  in  his  views  upon  this  subject. 

In  his  comments  under  "Canada,"  he  allows  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  regards  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  as  perfectly  legitimate 
and  regular,  and  states  that,  in  his  belief,  the  difference  between  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  would  have  been 
settled  long  ago  except  for  the  apparent  vindictive  activities  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

Under  "Iowa,"  in  commenting  on  a  little  episode  that  occurred 
in  one  of  the  Lodges  in  the  gift  of  a  silk  flag  to  the  Lodge  by  one  of 
the  brethren,  he  states  that  probably  some  of  our  "hide-bound" 
brethren  of  some  of  the  States  will  think  that  this  is  a  serious  innovation 
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in  the  body  of  Masonry,  but  he  takes  occasion  to  remind  his  readers 
that  the  use  of  flags  in  Masonic  processions  is  as  old  as  the  organization 
of  the  first  Grand  Lodge  at  London,. 

Masons  are  taught  to  be  true  to  country,  and  the  flag  is  a  symbol 
of  the  government,  which  proclaims  liberty.  There  is  no  place  where 
it  should  receive  a  more  hearty  welcome  than  in  a  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

In  his  comments  under  "Iowa,"  in  discussing  the  general  subject 
of  the  so-called  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters  held  in  recent  years, 
he  gives  a  list  of  similar  efforts  which  have  been  made  in  the  past  to 
establish  a  National  Grand  Lodge,  which  efforts  have  in  all  cases 
resulted  in  failure. 

Under  "Illinois,"  he  quotes  from  the  Correspondence  Report  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Scott  interesting  statistics  and  information  regard- 
ing Masonic  organizations  throughout  the  world,  setting  forth  the 
groups  of  Lodges  that  are  considered  absolutely  regular,  and  other 
groups  tainted  with  irregularity  and  not  entitled,  under  a  proper 
interpretation  of  Masonic  law,  to  recognition. 

In  his  comments  under  "Michigan,"  he  mentions  Palestine  Lodge 
No.  357  as  the  largest  Lodge  in  Michigan  and  the  second  largest  in 
the  United  States.  Palestine  is,  of  course,  the  largest  Lodge  in  Michi- 
gan, and,  we  believe,  it  is  not  only  the  largest  Lodge  in  Michigan,  but  by 
far  the  largest  Lodge  in  the  United  States.  If  there  is  any  other  Lodge 
in  the  United  States  that  has  a  total  membership  within  gunshot  of 
Palestine  Lodge  we  would  like  to  know  where  it  is  located 

Under  "Oregon,"  in  commenting  upon  a  statement  made  by  the 
Grand  Master  in  his  annual  report  that  he  had  granted  recognition 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  he  states  what  is  undoubt- 
edly true  that  this  is  hardly  consistent  with  generally  accepted  Masonic 
law,  that  the  Grand  Master  can  grant  recognition  to  other  Grand 
Lodges,  this  action  being  an  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
itself. 

In  his  conclusion,  Brother  Wright  discusses,  in  a  learned  manner, 
a  number  of  exceedingly  interesting  questions.  "Progressive  balloting" 
is  one  of  the  subjects  discussed,  something  which  is  apparently  receiving 
the  attention  of  certain  Jurisdictions.  Oklahoma,  for  instance,  is 
one,  the  idea  being  in  Jurisdictions  where  the  ballot  is  spread  for  each 
degree  one  black  ball  is  sufficient  to  reject  for  the  first  degree,  two 
for  the  second,  three  for  the  third,  the  evident  purpose  being  in  increas- 
ing the  number  of  adverse  votes  to  afford  a  measure  of  protection  of 
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the  IMasonic  rights  which  have  hccn  ac(|iiircd  l)y  the  E.  A.  or  the 
F.  C.  and  to  guard  them  against  shafts  of  spite  or  niaHce. 

In  Cahfornia,  and  in  other  Jurisdictions  whose  law  is  simihir,  a 
candidate  is  elected  l)y  one  hallot  to  receive  all  of  the  degrees,  and 
our  law  protects  the  candidate  in  another  manner  after  he  has  received 
the  E.  A.  degree  from  heing  stopped  in  his  progress  except  for  some 
suhstantial  reason. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  and  Suhordinate  Lodges,  it  appears, 
there  is  but  one  ballot  for  all  three  degrees,  the  same  as  in  California, 
and  one  black  ball  will  reject.  In  England,  two  black  balls  are  neces- 
sary; in  Scotland,  three  are  required  to  reject,  and  the  same  rule  seems 
to  apply  in  the  District  Grand  Lodges  of  English  origin. 

In  discussing  the  so-called  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters,  Brother 
Wright  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  trend  of  these  conferences 
is  toward  the  centralization  of  Masonic  authority  in  North  America 
and  the  weakening  and  deadening  of  the  vital  energy  of  Grand  Lodge 
sovereignty.  Gradually  and  ultimately,  he  says,  approaches  through 
these  conferences  are  made  in  that  direction,  and  calls  attention  to 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  more  advanced  promoters  of  this  centraliza- 
tion theory,  like  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
immediately  propose  it,  and  all  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  and  British  North  America  have  been  invited  to  join  in  such  a 
scheme. 

We  have  been  reading  Grand  Lodge  reports  very  carefully  in  the 
past  year,  and  we  have,  thus  far,  discovered  only  one  Grand  Master 
or  Grand  Lodge,  and  that,  if  we  remember  correctly,  is  Nova  Scotia, 
where  the  proposition  meets  with  favorable  comment,  but,  as  Brother 
Wright  states,  the  tendency  of  these  conferences  and  the  covert  purpose 
undoubtedly  of  some  of  the  active  proponents  of  the  plan  is  the  idea 
of  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge  for  America. 

Brother  Wright  comments  intelligently  upon  the  efiforts  of  the 
alleged  new  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  in  France  to  gain  recognition,  and 
holds  the  view  in  common  with  practically  all  Masonic  commentators 
of  America  that  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  body  is  certainly  not  entitled 
at  the  present  time,  at  least,  to  recognition  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 

At  the  annual  election,  the  Most  Worshipful  Cephes  L.  Wilson,  of 
Marianna,  was  re-elected  Grand  Master;  Right  Worshipful  Wilbur  P. 
Webster,  Grand  Secretary,  Jacksonville. 
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GEORGIA. 
1914. 

128tli  Annual  Macon,  October  27-28. 
Lodges,  654 ;  members,  40,458 ;  net  gain,  2,033. 

Most  Worshipful  Robert  L-  Gokling  rendered  his  second  annual 
address,  which  is  replete  with  valuable  information,  being  a  resume 
of  his  activities  within  the  year  and  embellished  also  in  its  opening 
paragraphs  with  figures  of  speech  in  which  the  great  Masonic  Fraternity 
is  likened  to  the  sun,  for  it  carries  its  teachings,  he  says,  throughout 
all  lands  where  sufYering  abides,  where  want  needs  a  haven,  or  humanity 
a  friend ;  it  dispenses  the  light  of  truth  and  knowledge,  fulfilling  its 
God-given  mission  of  elevating  and  ennobling  the  sons  of  man. 

Referring  to  the  great  completed  achievement  of  the  present  year, 
the  Panama  Canal,  he  likened  it  also  to  the  institution  of  Masonry. 
The  Canal  is  protected  by  great  forces  at  its  entrance;  our  institution 
likewise  is  under  the  protection  of  brethren  who,  having  taken  and 
passed  through  the  ceremony,  have  assumed  to  guard  the  institution 
from  the  invasion  of  those  who  would  undermine  or  destroy  its 
usefulness. 

The  Canal  serves  the  great  purpose  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the 
earth  into  one  common,  unbroken  change  and  interchange  of  flow. 
In  like  manner  Masonry  united  upon  its  broad  platform  those  of 
different  races,  creeds  and  religions  expressed  in  the  formula  of  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

He  expresses  the  belief  that  Masonry  has  played  a  conspicuous 
part  not  only  in  the  elevation  of  onr  citizenship,  but  in  the  promotion 
of  the  doctrine  of  universal  peace.  He  deplores  the  awful  atrocities 
being  enacted  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  but  looks  forward  to  the 
time  when  peace  shall  be  restored  and  the  principles  of  Masonry  shall 
prevail  throughout  the  world. 

Coming  down  to  the  business  portion  of  the  address,  the  Grand 
Master  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  made  a  large  number  of  visitations, 
but  states  that  the  number  of  Lodges  in  Georgia  is  too  great  for  one 
man  to  visit  in  a  single  year. 

From  his  report  touching  visitations,  we  observe,  with  interest, 
that  he  paid  on  a  certain  date  an  official  visit  to  Solomon's  Lodge  No. 
1,  the  mother  of  all  Georgia  Masonry.  This  Lodge  has  had  a  continuous 
existence,  it  appears,  <jf  178  >ears,  and  the  Grand  ALister  proudly 
reports  that  tlic  Lodge  has  ne\er  l)een  in  l)etter  condition  than  at  this 
point.    It  has  a  large  membership  and  satisfactory  treasury.    No  strife 
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or  discord  mars  the  beautiful  harmony  that  prevails,  and  it  is  a 
standing  monument  to  the  truly  Masonic  qualities  of  the  brethren  at 
Savannah,  Georgia,  where  the  Lodge  is  located. 

He  states  that  he  has  had  a  great  many  requests  to  construe 
Masonic  law.  Most  of  these  questions  he  answered  by  reference  to 
the  Digest,  and  only  a  few  questions  were  dignified  by  decisions. 

All  of  his  decisions  were  approved ;  one  of  them,  referring  to  the 
prohibition  question,  may  be  of  interest  simply  as  it  shows  the  trend 
of  thought  in  a  sister  Jurisdiction  on  a  question  of  the  hour.  The 
decision  was,  in  effect,  that  a  Mason  violating  the  prohibition  law 
cannot  purge  himself  of  his  unmasonic  conduct  by  appearing  in  open 
Lodge  and  acknowledging  his  transgression.  The  Grand  Lodge,  so 
the  decision  runs,  has  put  a  stamp  of  disapproval  on  the  liquor  traffic 
in  no  uncertain  manner,  and  if  a  Mason  knowingly  violates  the  inhibi- 
tion he  has  no  cause  to  complain  when  he  is  punished  for  immasonic 
conduct. 

Another  decision  which  may  be  of  interest  is  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  in  the  discretion  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  to  dismiss  charges  against 
one  who  has  been  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct  when  such  brother 
appears  in  open  Lodge,  acknowledges  his  transgression  and  asks  for- 
giveness. The  idea  of  Masonry,  it  is  stated,  is  to  build  up,  not  to  tear 
down.  This  is  certainly  good  doctrine  if  the  offense  charged  is  not  of 
too  serious  a  character,  and  there  seems  to  be  something  of  a  conflict 
between  this  decision  and  the  one  previously  quoted. 

Eight  dispensations  were  granted  for  new  Lodges  within  the  year, 
making  the  total  number  of  Lodges  654. 

Georgia  greatly  exceeds  California  in  the  number  of  new  Lodges, 
although  in  membership  our  State  is  probably  15,000  ahead  of  Georgia. 

Approval  is  given  to  the  George  Washington  Memorial  Association 
and  the  membership  of  Georgia  in  that  Association  was  ordered  con- 
tinued. 

The  Grand  Master  has  some  eloquent  paragraphs  under  the  heading 
of  "Necrology,"  and  closes  this  part  of  the  address  with  these  unquoted 
lines  : 

"Death  is  a  mystery,  and  so  is  life,  for 

"We  know  not  what  it  is.  this  sleep  so  deep  and  still ; 
The  folded  hands,  the  awful  calm,  the  check  so  pale  and  chill ; 
The  lids  that  will  not  lift  again,  though  we  may  call  and  call. 
The  strange,  white  solitude  of  peace  that  settles  over  all. 
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"We  know  not  what  it  means,  dear,  this  desolate  heart-pain ; 
This  dread  to  take  our  daily  way  and  walk  in  it  again  ; 
We  know  not  to  what  other  sphere  the  loved  who  leave  ns  go, 
Nor  why  we're  left  to  wonder  still ;  nor  why  we  do  not  know. 

"But  this  we  know  :  Our  loved  and  dead,  if  they  should  come  this  day — 

Should  come  and  ask  us,  'What  is  life  ?'  not  one  of  us  could  say ; 

Life  is  a  mystery  as  deep  as  ever  death  can  be, 

Yet,  oh,  how  sweet  it  is  to  us,  this  life  we  live  and  see. 

"Then  might  they  say — these  vanquished  ones — and  blessed  is  the  thought ! 
'So  death  is  sweet  to  us,  beloved  !  though  we  may  tell  ye  naught ; 
We  may  not  tell  it  to  the  quick — this  mystery  of  death — 
Ye  may  not  tell  us,  if  ye  would,  the  mystery  of  breath.' 

"The  child  who  enters  life  comes  not  with  knowledge  or  intent. 
So  those  who  enter  death  must  go  as  little  children  sent. 
Nothing  is  known.    But  I  believe  that  God  is  overhead ; 
And  as  life  is  to  the  living,  so  death  is  to  the  dead." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Charles  L.  Pass, 
being  the  third  from  his  pen.  The  report  is  an  intelligent  and  interesting 
review  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions,  from 
which,  however,  California  is  omitted,  our  report  apparently  not  having 
reached  the  table  of  the  Grand  Reviewer. 

M.'.  W-'-  N.  H.  Ballard  of  Brunswick  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

R.*.  W-'-  W.  A.  WoLiHiN,  Macon,  Grand  Secretary. 

IDAHO. 

1914. 

47th  Annual,  Coeur  d'Alene,  September  8,  9,  10. 
Lodges,  64;  members,  4,413;  net  gain,  319. 

Curtis  F.  Pike,  Grand  Master,  opened  the  Annual  Communication 
in  Ample  Form ;  47  Lodges  were  represented,  and  charters  were 
granted  to  three  Lodges,  previously  working  under  dispensation. 

In  his  Annual  Address,  Grand  Master  Pike  states  at  the  outset 
that  he  will  eliminate  from  his  report  all  matters  of  routine  character 
which  involve  no  new  principle  and  will  confine  himself  to  matters  that 
should  be  reserved  for  future  reference. 

Notwithstanding  this  notice  of  brevity,  he  renders  a  report  of 
more  than  twenty  pages  of  closely-printed  matter  on  subjects  of  general 
interest. 
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He  pays  a  deserved  and  elccjueiU  tril)ute  to  the  memory  of  Past 
Grand  Master  James  Alon/.o  Pinney,  who  was  Grand  Master  in  1893 
and,  after  passing  the  Oriental  Chair,  was  chosen  in  the  following 
year  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Orphan  Fund,  which 
position  he  filled  by  virtue  of  successive  re-elections  to  the  end  of  his 
life. 

Past  Grand  Master  Pinney  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  Masonry  in 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Idaho  and  his  loss  is  keenly  felt  by  the  brethren 
of  that  State. 

Grand  Master  Pike  visited  nearly,  but  not  quite,  all  of  the  sixty-four 
Lodges  of  his  Jurisdiction.  He  paints  with  a  rich  coloring  his  tour 
of  visitation,  and  records  the  many  spirited  greetings  he  received  from 
the  brethren  throughout  the  great  Jurisdiction,  and  the  lasting  impres- 
sion which  these  visits  made  upon  his  mind,  and  no  doubt,  upon  the 
minds  of  those  wMth  wdiom  he  came  in  contact. 

He  refers  particularly  to  one  of  the  meetings  held  in  this  tour 
of  visitation  to  Boise  Lodge  No.  2  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  tribute 
of  respect  to  their  oldest  and  best-beloved  member,  Brother  Jonas  W. 
Browm,  the  second  Grand  Master  of  the  Jurisdiction,  the  occasion  being 
Brother  Brown's  eighty-ninth  birthday. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  addresses  were  made  by  prominent 
members  and  pioneer  associates  of  Brother  Brown,  all  of  whom  paid 
a  tribute  to  him  for  the  many  years  of  unselfish  service  to  the 
Fraternity.  The  Grand  Master  states  that  the  whole  effort  was  unique 
and  impressive  to  an  unusual  degree. 

Brother  Brown  appears  to  have  been  a  Mason  for  more  than 
sixty-five  years,  and  for  forty-seven  years,  ever  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  he  has  been  in  that  body  a  tower  of  strength. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  reprobation  to  a  law  of  his  Jurisdic- 
tion that  permits  a  candidate  who  has  been  rejected  by  a  Lodge  having 
concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  other  Lodges  in  a  city,  after  the  statutory 
period,  to  petition  one  of  the  other  Lodges  holding  this  concurrent 
Jurisdiction,  instead  of  being  required  to  again  place  his  petition  in  the 
Lodge  that  rejected  him.  He  states  that  this  is  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  rejecting  Lodge  ;  he  believes  that  it  induces  discord 
among  the  brothers,  and  that  it  cannot  be  justified  by  any  of  the 
traditions  of  Freemasonry,  etc. — and  yet,  this  is  the  law  of  California, 
and  we  are  sure  of  many  other  Jurisdictions. 

Idaho  has  one  of  the  best  systems  for  disbursing  Masonic  Grand 
Lodge  charity  of  any  of  our  American  Jurisdictions  and,  while  the 
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membership  of  Idaho  is  less  than  5,000.  tlic  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
is  rapidly  approaching  the  $100,000  mark  and  all  of  her  Grand  Lodge 
charity  obligations  are  most  generously  fulfilled. 

The  Grand  Master  draws  attention  to  that  which  has  frequently 
been  pointed  out.  that  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  any  tolerably  good  man, 
of  whom  no  ill  is  known,  has  a  right  to  be  a  Mason  ;  he  states  that 
no  man,  however  high  his  position,  has  any  right  to  l)e  made  a  Mason. 
Masonry  demands  of  her  suitors  that  they  should  be  good  men  and 
true  before  they  receive  her  favors,  as  well  as  afterwards.  Masonry 
is  not  a  reformatory  institution.  It  does  not  take  bad  men  with  the 
idea  of  reforming  them.  It  takes  only  good  men,  who  may,  however, 
become  better  men ;  and  he  points  out  that  most  of  the  trouble  in 
Subordinate  Lodges  resulting  from  the  improper  use  of  the  black  ball 
and  in  the  incurring  of  expense  in  taking  care  of  decayed  and  afflicted 
Masons,  arises  from  accepting  material  into  the  Lodge  that  should  never 
have  been  received,  and  that  if  the  care  which  it  is  presumed  to  take 
is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  material  these  troubles  that  arc  indicated 
above  will  rarely  occur. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  George  B. 
Knepper.  Brother  Knepper's  report  is  full  of  excellencies.  He  makes 
some  fine  observations  in  his  reviews  of  the  various  jurisdictions.  He 
refers  to  our  Communication  of  1913  in  a  very  generous  fashion  ;  he 
commends  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Filmer  and  speaks  in  compli- 
mentary terms  of  the  oration  of  Brother  Hervey,  and  commends  our 
activities  in  the  administration  of  Masonic  good  will,  particularly  as 
shown  in  our  Masonic  Homes. 

Under  the  caption  of  'Trince  Edward  Island,''  he  affirms  his  belief 
in  the  Masonic  landmark  of  the  right  of  a  Mason  "to  travel"  and  to 
visit  his  brethren  in  foreign  lands  without  demanding  so-called  traveling 
cards  and  certificates  of  membership.  In  other  words,  he  believes  that 
the  Mason  should  carry  the  evidence  of  his  Masonry  in  his  head, 
rather  than  in  his  leather  wallet. 

Andrew  ChristensEn,  Sand  Pt.,  Grand  Master. 
Theophilus  W.  Randall,  Boise,  Grand  Secretary. 
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ILLINOIS. 
1914. 

75th  Annual,  Chicago,  October  13. 
Lodges,  824;  members,  130,778. 

This  Annual  Communication  was  one  of  unusual  interest  on 
account  of  the  celebration  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
foundation  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  An  elaborate  program  of  music, 
speeches,  etc,  was  carried  out,  the  same  having  been  prepared  by  Special 
Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  intense  enthusiasm  marked  the 
entire  ceremony. 

An  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Most  Worshipful  Leroy 
A.  Goddard,  Past  Grand  Master. 

Past  Grand  Master  Owen  Scott,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  spoke  of  "The  Past";  Past  Grand  Master 
Alexander  H.  Bell  took  for  his  topic  "The  Present,"  and  Most  Wor- 
shipful William  B.  Wright,  "The  Future." 

.  The  occasion  was  undoubtedly  a  most  delightful  one  and  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

From  the  splendid  address  of  Grand  Master  Burnap,  we  make  the 
following  quotation  : 

"An  institution  like  ours,  free  from  sectarian  prejudice  and  political 
bias,  and  having  for  its  prime  objects  the  general  uplift  of  mankind 
and  the  relief  of  the  distressed,  appeals  with  peculiar  force  to  thoughtful 
and  intelligent  men.  And  while  the  influence  and  application  of  the 
principles  of  the  Fraternity  have  not  yet  been  accorded  that  world-wide 
recognition  which  renders  them  effective  in  the  settlement  of  interna- 
tional disputes,  may  we  not  cherish  the  hope  that  the  teachings  of 
Freemasonry  will  ultimately  lead  men  of  every  country,  sect  and 
opinion  to  recognize  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man  and  that  the 
Craft  may  win  its  greatest  victory  in  hastening  the  approach  of  the 
day  when  the  badge  of  courage  shall  no  longer  be  red  and  the  records 
of  the  deeds  of  heroes  cease  to  be  written  in  blood. 

"In  the  great  conflict  now  in  progress  among  the  nations  of  Europe 
our  modern  civilization  has  already  suffered  a  staggering  blow.  Thou- 
sands of  lives  and  millions  of  treasure  are  being  sacrificed  on  the  altar 
of  national  ambition,  jealousy  and  .avarice,  to  be  followed  by  untold 
suffering,  poverty  and  despair.  While  we  rejoice  that  we  live  amid 
the  blessing  of  peace  and  prosperity,  we  cannot  remain  indifferent  to 
the  cries  of  suffering  humanity  in  other  lands.  The  time  seems  not 
far  distant  when  the  Fraternity  will  have  its  greatest  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  to  the  world  that  brotherly  love  and  relief  are  truly 
among  its  most  prized  tenets,  and  when  the  appeal  comes  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  our  great  institution  will  be  found  foremost  among 
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those  organizations  which  will  respond  most  promptly  and  with  the 
greatest  liberality." 

The  Grand  Master  referred  feelingly  to  the  death  within  the 
year  of  certain  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  particular  reference  being 
made  to  Past  Grand  Master  John  Robert  Thomas. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  having  received  a  resolution,  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  and  upon  this  subject  Grand  Master  Burnap  expresses 
himself  quite  freely,  stating  that,  while  uniformity  of  Masonic  law 
and  usage  on  certain  matters,  particularly  those  which  are  sometimes 
the  cause  of  interjurisdictional  friction  and  misunderstanding,  is  a 
consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  yet  Illinois,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  not  to  give  up  any  of  its  sovereign  authority  to  a 
central  or  supreme  governing  body.  To  do  this,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  to  abandon  the  independence  which  is  inherent  in  every  Grand 
Lodge,  and,  because  of  this  fact,  the  suggestion  emanating  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  could  not  be  entertained. 

Grand  Master  Burnap  issued  dispensations  to  form  ten  new  Lodges 
within  the  year;  six  cornerstones  were  laid  under  Masonic  auspices; 
eight  new  Masonic  halls  were  dedicated.  These,  taken  in  connection 
with  other  Grand  Lodge  duties,  made  the  year  one  of  extreme 
Masonic  activity. 

A  certain  publishing  house  having  addressed  circulars  to  members 
of  the  Fraternity,  in  which  they  claim  that  they  are  prepared  to  furnish 
books  containing  the  latest  standard  work  of  Illinois,  etc.,  he  took 
occasion  to  warn  the  Craft  of  the  Jurisdiction  that  the  purchase,  sale, 
or  use,  or  possession  of  any  book  purporting  to  contain  the  Masonic 
ritual  is  a  Masonic  offense,  subjecting  the  offender  to  severe  discipline. 

His  comments  upon  this  subject  were  received  with  evident  approval 
by  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  publishing 
house  that  is  endeavoring  to  coin  a  few  dollars  out  of  unseemly 
methods  will  succeed  to  any  great  extent. 

A  most  interesting  report  was  presented  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Masonic  Homes,  and  that  these  beneficent  institutions  are 
receiving  the  cordial  support  of  the  Fraternity  in  Illinois  may  be 
judged  from  the  facts  that  a  Grand  Lodge  appropriation  of  $21,000 
for  the  support  of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  La  Grange  was  made  and 
$32,000  for  the  support  of  the  Masonic  1  Ionic  at  Sullivan  for  the  aged 
Masons  and  $15,000  for  a  new  hosi)ital  at  Sullivan. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  able 
Past  Grand  Master  Owen  Scott.    Brother  Scott  enunciated  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  regularity  in  an\-  organization  claiming  recognition  as  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 

The  following  are  the  essentials  outlined  by  Brother  Scott : 

"1.  Legitimacy  of  origin  of  constituent  Lodges  uniting  to  form  a 
Grand  Lodge. 

''2.  Sovereign  and  independent  control  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry 
in  the  State,  province  or  other  territorial  division  constituting  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

"3.  Belief  in  God  and  the  Bil)le  on  the  altar  as  the  great  light  in 
Masonry.  Inherent  in  this  is  the  acceptance  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
immortality  of  the  .soul." 

Brother  Scott  reviews  California,  1913.  in  a  courteous  and  fraternal 
manner,  and  finds  the  address  of  (irand  INLaster  Filmer  a  production 
having  a  high  order  of  merit. 

Praise  is  accorded  the  Jurisdiction  for  its  splendid  work,  particu- 
larly as  disclosed  in  the  conduct  of  the  Masonic  Homes  and  the  generous 
treatment  they  receive  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 

M.'.  W.'.  Henry  T.  Burnap,  Alton,  Grand  Master. 
R.'.  W.'.  Isaac  Cutter,  Camp  Point,  Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA. 
1915. 

98th  Year,  Indianapolis.  May  25-26. 
Lodges,  557;  members,  70,014;  gain,  3,822. 

Preliminary  to  the  official  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  open  ' 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  large  number  of  visitors  were  present 
and  at  which  a  short  program  was  rendered. 

An  address  on  the  spirit  of  Masonry  was  made  by  Brother  Philpott, 
at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  due  form, 
Grand  Master  Martin  A.  Morrison  presiding. 

The  Grand  ]\Iaster's  address  was  a  straight-forward  business 
document,  setting  forth  his  official  activities  within  the  year,  which 
consisted  in  part  in  the  constitution  of  the  two  Lodges  which  recciNed 
charters  at  the  previous  Annual  Connnunication,  in  the  granting  of 
dispensations  to  form  two  new  Lodges  ;  in  the  placing  of  ten  or  more 
cornerstones  to  public  buildings,  and  the  dedication  of  four  or  five 
Masonic  Halls;  in  the  granting  of  dispensations  for  other  purposes, 
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and  in  rendering  opinions  and  decisions  upon  questions  of  hiw  and 
practice. 

One  of  his  decisions  was  to  the  effect  that  a'  Lodge  acquires 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  a  petitioner,  whose  petition  lawfully  proceeds 
to  a  ballot.  In  case  of  his  rejection  such  exclusive  jurisdiction 
terminates  at  the  end  of  one  year.  In  case  of  his  election  such  exclusive 
jurisdiction  becomes  perpetual.  He  held  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  a  Lodge  under  a  foreign  Grand  Jurisdiction  will  be  recognized  as 
being  equal  but  not  superior  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  one  of  his 
own  Lodges  under  like  circumstances. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  agreed  with  this  decision,  so  far 
as  it  pertained  to  an  elective  petitioner,  but  held  that  in  regard  to 
rejected  material  the  Grand  Lodge  has  always  claimed  jurisdiction  over 
all  material  living  within  its  confines,  which  includes  rejected  applicants 
as  well  as  the  profane,  and  requires  a  Masonic  residence  of  six  months 
to  enable  the  petitioner  to  seek  admission  in  the  Lodge  having  juris- 
diction over  his  residence. 

In  like  manner  jurisdiction  is  released  as  soon  as  said  material 
ceases  to  be  a  resident  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  Report  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  which  is  undoubtedly 
correct,  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  question  of  war  relief  was  up  for  consideration  in  this  Grand 
Lodge,  as  it  has  been  in  practically  every  Grand  Lodge  that  has  met 
in  annual  communication  since  the  war  in  Europe  broke  out,  and 
prior  to  the  convening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  Grand  Master  had 
authorized  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer  to  pay  $300 
out  of  the  Emergency  Fund  as  a  contribution  to  the  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  subject  of  greatest  importance  which  had  the  consideration 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication  was  the  subject  of  the 
Masonic  Home.  Indiana  is  a  great  Jurisdiction  ;  numerically,  possibly 
the  sixth  strongest  in  the  United  States.  Some  four  or  five  years  ago 
it  set  about  in  an  earnest  way  to  create  a  Masonic  Home,  and  at  this 
Annual  Communication  the  reports  of  the  various  committees  having 
the  home  matter  in  charge  disclosed,  among  other  things,  that  a  fund 
aggregating  nearly  $200,000  had  been  assembled  since  the  project  was 
undertaken  two  years  ago,  and  that  the  Jurisdiction  is  now  ready  to 
])roceed  rapidly  to  the  consummation  of  the  great  project. 

At  this  Conununication  the  action  of  the  Trustees  in  securing  the 
land  for  a  home  site  was  ratified,  the  cost  of  the  site  for  the  home 
being  about  $45,000,  and  contracts  were  also  authorized  for  the  con- 
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strnction  of  a  harmonious  group  of  six  initial  l;iiildings,  the  total 
investment  authorized,  including  the  site,  aggregating  nearly  $200,000, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  l)y  the  time  the  Grand  Lodge  assembles  in  1916 
the  home  will  be  complete  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  guests. 

The  utmost  harmony  prevailed  in  connection  with  this  great 
project,  and  the  Jurisdiction  is  going  forward  enthusiastically  to  carry 
to  full  fruition  the  magnificent  conception,  the  greatest  enterprise 
upon  which  the  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  entered. 

The  attitude  of  the  Masons  of  the  State,  it  is  recorded,  toward 
the  new  home,  with  its  inevitable  expense,  has  been  fine,  their  loyalty 
and  liberality  have  been  spontaneous  and  unfailing,  and  they  have  con- 
sented freely  and  willingly  to  the  imposition  of  the  necessary  assess- 
ments and  dues  for  home  purposes. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Chas.  W.  Prather,  in  closing  his 
excellent  report,  states  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  is  to  be 
congratulated  upon  its  splendid  financial  condition,  the  great  loyalty 
of  the  brethren  to  the  Masonic  Home  proposition,  and  the  splendid 
spirit  that  prevails  throughout  the  Craft  in  the  Jurisdiction,  as  well 
as  upon  the  numerical  increase,  composed  of  the  best  men  of  the 
commonwealth,  an  increase  greater  than  in  any  other  year  in  the 
ninety-eight  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  accordance  with  recommendation  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  the  request  of  the  following  bodies  for  recognition 
was  continued  to  the  next  or  succeeding  Communications,  viz. :  The  York 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico,  the  National  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt,  and 
the  so-called  independent  regular  National  Grand  Lodge  of  France. 

A  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  contained 
in  the  Grand  Master's  address  touching  the  Masonic  World  Relief 
Association  submitted  a  report,  which  was  adopted,  to  the  efYect  that, 
while  appreciation  was  felt  for  the  needs  and  necessities  of  those 
who  are  suffering  from  the  awful  results  of  the  cruel  and  relentless 
war  in  Europe,  and  while  they  heartily  applauded  every  effort  to  relieve 
this  suffering,  yet  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  at  that  time  to  appeal 
to  the  Lodges  of  Indiana  for  support.  The  report  of  the  committee 
was  concurred  in. 

A  letter  from  Chicago  from  Past  Grand  Master  Daniel  McDonald, 
who  for  so  many  years  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  and  wliose  health  has  been  seriously  impaired 
for  the  past  year  or  more,  stated  that  he  was  somewhat  improved  in 
health,  but  yet  not  able  to  meet  with  his  brethren  and,  of  course,  not 
able  to  give  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the  Report  on  Foreign 
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Correspondence.  This  report  comes  to  us  this  year,  the  same  as  last, 
from  the  pen  of  Past  Grand  Master  Ehner  F.  Gay,  who  signs  himself 
as  "Reviewer." 

His  report  is  an  excellent  document ;  he  presents  in  a  clear  and 
concise  manner  a  resume  of  the  doings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges. 
Courteous  consideration  is  given  to  California,  1914. 

He  makes  a  long  quotation  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Murphey  and  stamps  it  with  the  seal  of  his  unqualified  approval. 

He  speaks  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  Masonic  Homes  and 
gives  California  a  high  place  among  the  American  Jurisdictions, 

In  his  introduction,  he  makes  note  of  certain  outstanding  features 
which  he  has  observed  in  connection  with  his  recent  examination  of 
Grand  Lodge  Proceedings.  He  finds  that  there  is  a  growing  sentiment 
in  all  of  the  Jurisdictions  in  favor  of  more  extended  efforts  along- 
certain  lines ;  for  instance,  efforts  to  promote  the  study  side  of 
Masonry  by  lectures  given  by  well-informed  brethren  and  by  the 
reading  of  books.  Masonic  publications,  etc. ;  a  tendency  to  develop  the 
social  side  in  individual  Lodges  for  the  benefit  not  only  of  the 
members  but  of  their  families ;  a  tendency  to  expand  the  charitable 
side  of  the  organization  either  by  building  Masonic  Homes  or  by 
increasing  benevolent  funds.  He  finds  a  tendency  to  relax  the  rigor 
heretofore  exercised  by  certain  Jurisdictions  against  those  not  physi- 
cally perfect  and  refers  with  approval  upon  this  subject  to  the  action 
taken  in  Indiana  in  19n,  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which 
provided  that  the  Grand  Master  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence,  allow  Lodges  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  for 
membership  of  those  who  can,  by  the  aid  of  artificial  appliances,  conform 
to  the  ceremonies  of  the  Order.  Keeping  all  of  these  things  in  mind, 
he  adds  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  hesitate  to  bar  the  door  of 
Masonry  to  the  lofty  mind  and  the  great  heart,  who  may  be  fully 
equipped  to  do  the  big  things  for  our  Fraternity,  for  the  reason  alone 
that  misfortune  may  have  placed  upon  him  some  physical  defect. 

We  believe  that  Brother  Gay  is  absolutely  right,  because  we  have 
ceased  to  be  operative  Masons  and  are  speculative  Masons  only,  and  it 
should  be  the  inward  qualifications  and  not  the  outward  qualifications 
that  should  be  a  matter  of  scrutiny,  and  if  a  man's  character  can  pass 
muster,  very  little  attention  should  be  paid  to  mere  physical  defect. 

Brother  Gay  has  embodied  in  his  report  an  exceedingly  valuable 
statistical  table  pertaining  to  Masonic  Homes.  The  table  was  prepared 
by  Brother  C.  A.  Bridwell,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Orphans'  Home  of  Arkansas. 
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An  inspection  of  this  tal)le  affords  most  exhaustive  information, 
touching  every  statistical  aspect  of  the  Masonic  Home  proposition, 
and  to  those  wishing  complete  information  upon  the  subject  of  Masonic 
Homes,  we  refer  to  this  table,  printed  in  our  "Introduction." 

M.*.  W.'.  Charles  P.  Benedict,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Master. 
R.*.  W.'.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 

{ 

IOWA. 
1915. 

72d  Annual,  Cedar  Rapids,  June  8-10. 
Lodges,  521;  members,  51,785;  gain,  2,235. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Charles  W.  Walton,  Grand  Master,  and.  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  custom  in  this  Jurisdiction,  a  program  of  welcome  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  etc.,  was  carried  out  previous  to  the  formal  opening  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

An  eloquent  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Past  Senior  Grand 
Warden  John  W.  Barry,  and  on  behalf  of  Grand  Master  Walton,  and 
at  his  request,  a  response  to  the  welcome  was  made  by  Past  Grand 
Master  W.  F.  Cleveland. 

These  ceremonies  were  followed  by  the  formal  opening,  at  which 
representatives  of  458  of  the  521  chartered  Lodges  were  present. 
Fourteen  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  the  total  attendance  upon 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  744. 

Innnediately  after  the  opening,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  up 
and  the  Most  Worshipful  Henry  T.  Burnap,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  was  received  with  Grand  Honors  and  was 
welcomed  to  the  East  by  Grand  Master  Walton. 

In  the  opening  portion  of  his  address,  the  Grand  Master  stated  that 

"Probably  never  before  have  men  so  generally  realized  the  vital 
importance  of  Masonry  as  a  power  for  enlightenment  and  uplifting  of 
the  national  and  moral  life  of  the  world  as  they  do  today. 

"That  Masonry  has  throughout  its  long  history  ever  been  the 
champion  of  human  liberty  and  intellectual  progress,  and  that  many 
times  in  ages  past  it  has  waged  a  telling  conflict  with  ignorance, 
intolerance,  superstition  and  bigotry  most  well-informed  men  know, 
but  many  fail  to  see  that  in  this  age  of  wonderful  attainment,  along- 
many  and  varied  lines,  its  opportunity  is  still  great  if  it  is  but  wisely 
and  properly  employed.    Masonry  untrammeled  hy  bounds  and  isms, 
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yet  teaching  the  great  and  ever-living  \critics  of  life,  affords  a  common 
ground  of  action  for  all,  and  just  as  lliis  is  tlie  Itctter  understood  and 
utilized  will  its  usefulness  increase  and  its  inHuencc  be  more  far- 
reaching." 

The  Grand  Master  recounts  with  pleasure  his  visit,  in  company 
with  Grand  Secretary  Parvin.  to  the  Grand  L(xlge  of  Canada,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  July,  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  celebration  of  the  Peace  Festival,  the  commemoration  of  the 
one  hundred  years  of  peace  between  England  and  the  United  States. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  the  thousands  of  Masons,  with  women 
and  children,  singing  tiie  national  and  patriotic  songs  and  waving  the 
flags  of  the  two  countries,  was  an  inspiring  sight  and  well  calculated 
to  produce  a  feeling  of  patriotism,  cementing  more  deeply  and  firmly 
the  fraternal  ties  between  the  two  countries. 

The  Grand  Master  granted  dispensations  to  form  two  new  Lodges. 
The  Lodge  which  received  its  charter  at  the  preceding  Annual  Com- 
munication was  duly  constituted;  four  cornerstone  ceremonies  were 
performed  within  the  year;  dedications  of  three  Masonic  halls  took 
place,  and  otherwise  the  year  was  one  of  marked  Masonic  activity. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  that,  while  he  was  not  called  upon  to 
render  any  so-called  "decisions,"  nevertheless  he  made  many  interpre- 
tations of  Masonic  law  and  gave  instructions  in  many  cases  as  to 
procedure. 

He  refers  enthusiastically  to  the  formation  within  the  preceding- 
year  of  the  National  Masonic  Research  Society,  a  society  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  disseminating  Masonic  information  and  encouraging 
a  study  of  the  literature  and  lore  of  Masonry.  The  headquarters  of 
this  society  is  at  Anamosa,  Iowa,  and  the  official  publication  of  the 
society  is  known  as  Tlic  Builder,  a  publication  which  has  already 
acquired  a  very  large  circulation  throughout  the  American  Jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  justifiable  pride  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
Library,  an  institution  which  for  many  years  has  had  the  fostering 
care  and  affection  of  the  Masons  of  Iowa,  and,  as  "Masonic  Homes" 
are  the  pride  of  many  other  Jurisdictions,  so  "The  Library"  is  the 
pride  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  strongly  condemns  the  surreptitious  use  of 
ciphers  and  warns  the  brethren  that  anything  of  this  kind  is  in  direct 
violation  of  Masonic  obligations  and  will  subject  the  offenders  to  the 
severest  kind  of  Masonic  discipline. 

There  is  no  particular  allegation  that  this  irregular  practice  has 
been  followed  to  any  extent  by  Iowa  Masons ;  quite  the  reverse,  but 
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the  warning  is  uttered  in  a  general  way  by  the  Grand  Master  as 
touching  the  evil  which  crops  out  now  and  then  in  different  Jurisdictions 
and  wdiich  in  all  cases  is  strongly  reprehensible,  and,  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Master  concerning  the  use  of  ciphers, 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  submitted  by  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  unanimously  adopted : 

"Sec.  297.  Offenses— What  x\re— Use  of  Mnemonics,  Ciphers, 
Etc.,  Prohibited. — 7th.  The  use  in  the  lodge  room  of  mnemonics, 
ciphers,  skeleton,  or  other  printed  matter  of  any  kind  purporting  to 
embody  the  unwritten  work  or  ritual  is  hereby  prohibited  and  declared 
a  Masonic  offense.  And  further,  their  use  by  officers  or  members  of 
a  Lodge  outside  the  lodge  room,  in  the  posting  of  Masons  to  obtain 
suitable  proficiency,  and  the  furnishing  of  them  to  such  Masons  for 
such  purpose,  and  also  the  selling  or  giving  of  such  matter  by  one 
Mason  to  another  Mason,  or  the  keeping  of  such  matter  for  such  sale 
or  gift,  is  hereby  made  a  Masonic  offense ;  provided,  however,  that 
nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  use  of  the  usual 
accepted  monitors." 

Upon  the  subject  of  physical  defects,  the  Grand  Master  observes 
a  tendency  in  most  of  our  Jurisdictions  to  relax  the  rigid  rule  demand- 
ing physical  perfection.  We  are  in  accord  with  him  in  his  views  and 
take  pleasure  in  quoting  him  upon  the  subject,  as  follows  : 

"A  spirit  of  liberality  is  now  recognized  in  some  Jurisdictions, 
where  there  is  offered  a  little  elasticity,  in  the  general  restrictions  of 
our  Order  as  to  the  physically  disqualified  petitioner.  There  is  a 
teaching  in  the  higher  level  to  which  Masonry  lifts  men  where  physical 
defects  are  forgotten,  and  only  moral  character  and  a  general  ability 
to  be  useful  is  measured.  The  tendency  of  this  age  is  toward  a 
broader  and  more  charitable  plane. 

"I  do  not  recommend  the  repeal  of  our  present  laws  governmg 
this  subject,  but  I  do  firmly  believe  that  this  Grand  Lodge  could,  with 
advantage  and  perfect  safety,  show  leniency  where  the  disqualification 
is  not  absolute,  and  amend  these  laws  so  as  to  partially  relax  our 
present  ironclad  requirements,  by  adding  thereto,  a  right  vested  only 
in  the  Grand  Master ;  giving  him  the  privilege  to  make  a  thorough  and 
personal  investigation,  with  the  power  to  recommend  the  applicant, 
if  in  his  sound  judgment,  the  proposed  postulant  was  generally  regarded 
by  the  brethren  of  his  community,  as  worthy  to  partake  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Fraternity." 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Right  Worshipful  Newton  R.  Parvin,  pre- 
sents his  fourteenth  Annual  Report  and  also  the  Librarian  Report,  in 
his  capacity  of  Grand  Librarian.  Both  reports  are  characterized  by 
a  logical  and  ordinary  arrangement  of  the  subject  matters  of  which 
they  treat,  and  afford  evidence  that  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  in 
Brother  Parvin  a  most  capable  and  painstaking  official. 

A  most  interesting  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Research 
is  embodied  in  the  Proceedings,  and  discloses  an  enthusiastic  interest 
by  the  brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction  in  the  study  side  of  Masonry. 
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In  accordance  with  a  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Recognition 
of  Grand  Bodies,  fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Queensland. 

After  the  installation  of  the  newly-elected  Grand  Master  the 
ceremony  of  "Presentation  of  the  Signet  Ring"  took  place ;  and  the 
Seventy-second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  duly 
closed,  to  meet  again  in  Annual  Communication  on  the  l5th  day  of 
June,  1916,  in  Davenport,  the  place  selected  for  the  next  meeting. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  versatile  Louis 
Block,  Past  Grand  Master.  The  report  covers  314  closely-printed  pages 
of  the  Proceedings,  making  a  volume  in  itself,  and  the  most  extensive 
and  voluminous,  we  believe,  of  any  of  the  Correspondence  Reports 
of  the  current  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  report,  he  has  several 
pages  of  "Foreword,"  the  principal  feature  of  which  is  a  discussion 
of  the  idea  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  The  thought  is  suggested  by 
the  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters,  which  have  taken  place  from  time 
to  time  within  the  past  six  or  seven  years  in  this  country. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  Brother  Block's  discussion  is  the 
absolute  frankness  of  his  statement  that  he  believes  the  real  purpose 
of  these  Conferences  -is  to  form  a  General  Grand  Lodge  and  the  avowal 
of  his  belief  that  a  scheme  of  this  kind  would  be  vastly  beneficial  to 
the  Masonry  of  this  country. 

We  occasionally  strike  a  Mason  of  prominence  who  voices  a 
belief  in  the  wisdom  of  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  but  very  rarely. 
For  instance,  here  are  Brother  Block  and  Brother  Michaels  of  Indiana 
(who  is,  in  fact,  we  believe,  the  Simon-pure  starter,  in  the  present 
era,  of  the  defunct  idea  of  former  generations  of  a  General  Grand 
Lodge  in  America),  and  then  there  is  a  former  Grand  Master  of 
Oregon  who  had  his  Grand  Lodge  issue  an  invitation  to  all  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  America  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
General  Grand  Lodge,  which  invitation  was  unanimously  declined,  but 
aside  from  these  three  individuals  we  cannot  remember  that  we  have 
encountered  anywhere  in  our  Masonic  reading  the  names  of  any  others 
who  favor  this  idea. 

Brother  Block  calls  attention  to  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  the 
different  Jurisdictions,  etc.,  and  ventures  the  opinion  that  a  Supreme 
Body  would  straighten  out  a  great  many  of  the  "kinks"  between  the 
different  Jurisdictions  and  would  promote  the  ease  with  which  Masons 
could  "travel  in  foreign  lands,"  visit  their  l^retliren  therein,  etc.  ;  and 
yet  we  have  never  heard  of  any  serious  difficulty  encountered  by  any 
of  our  American  Masons  in  visiting  Lodges  in  other  American  Juris- 
dictions, and  an  American  Grand  Lodge,  even  if  it  were  formed,  could 
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not  apply  to  Masonry  outside  of  America,  therefore  the  "ease  of 
visitation"  would  be  of  no  practical  value,  v^here,  perhaps,  it  might 
be  needed  in  foreign  lands.  Our  understanding  has  always  been, 
however,  to  the  effect  that  a  Mason  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
ancient  Landmarks  has  no  trouble  in  proving  himself  in  any  Jurisdiction 
of  Masons  on  earth. 

Another  point  urged  by  Brother  Block  is  that  "this  is  the  day  of  the 
formation  of  booster  clubs,  get-together  organizations,"  etc.  We  have 
never  understood  that  it  was  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  Freemasonry 
to  advance  its  propaganda  through  ''booster  clubs,"  "get-together  organi- 
zations,"' etc.  We  have  always  understood  that  Freemasonry  was 
directly  opposed  to  a  propaganda  of  this  kind,  and  that  its  membership 
is  recruited  entirely  by  those  drawn  to  it  through  a  favorable  opinion 
formed  of  the  institution,  and  that  anything  in  the  nature  of  soliciting, 
or  "boosting,"  is  strictly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  ancient  Fraternity. 

We  have  in  previous  years  pointed  out  in  some  of  our  comments 
upon  this  subject  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  a  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  to  surrender  any  part  of  its 
sovereignty  without  at  once  disqualifying  itself  for  recognition  as  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  our  jdgment.all  of  this  effort  to 
modernize  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  through  "booster"  or  "get-together" 
methods  is  inconsistent  with  the  true  character  of  Freemasonry  and 
out  of  order. 

Brother  Block's  reviews  of  the  different  Jurisdictions  are  extremely 
comprehensive  and  intelligent  and  afford  a  decided  fund  of  information. 
Nine  pages  are  devoted  to  a  review  of  California,  1914.  Extensive 
quotations  are  made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Murphey,  from 
the  Reports  of  Committees,  and  everything  is  treated  in  a  most  kindly 
and  complimentary  and  fraternal  manner. 

In  Brother  Block's  "Afterword,"  he  eloquently  depicts  the  awful 
destruction  and  devastation  wrought  by  the  seemingly  causeless  war 
in  Europe,  and  he  voices  the  sentiments  that  the  true  solution  of  the 
social  and  economic  problems  of  the  ages  will  be  found  in  the  funda- 
mental Masonic  precepts  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  Brotherhood 
of  Man. 

M.'.  W.'.  Frank  S.  Moses,  Clinton,  Grand  Master. 

R.*.  W-'-  Newton  R.  Parvin,  Cedar  Rapids,  Grand  Secretary. 
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IRELAND. 
1914. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  met  in  Annual  Communication  in 
Dublin  on  St.  John's  Day,  December  28,  1914. 

The  Grand  Master,  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  was  unable  to  attend, 
and  the  Right  Worshipful  Sir  Charles  A.  Cameron,  C.  B.,  M.  D., 
presided. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Flavelle,  received  a  letter 
from  the  Grand  Master,  stating  the  reasons  for  his  absence  and  touch- 
ing upon  other  subjects,  as  follows  : 

"Chelwood  Beacon,  Nutley,  Uckeield, 

"26th  December,  1914. 

"Dear  Bro.  FlavEllE, 

"I  regret  very  much  that,  contrary  to  my  hopes,  I  cannot  be  in 
Ireland  for  Christmas  this  year,  and  this  prevents  my  being  with  you 
all  on  Monday  next.  Please  make  my  excuses  to  the  Brethren,  give 
them  my  warmest  greeting  and  my  best  wishes  for  the  Season. 

"It  seems  now  almost  a  mockery  to  wish  anyone  a  'happy' 
Christmas  this  year,  with  all  our  anxieties  for  our  friends  in  Belgium 
and  France;  but  we  can,  I  feel  sure,  unanimously  join  in  mutual  hopes 
for  better  things  in  1915.  and  fervent  prayer  for  the  honourable  and 
lasting  peace  that  we  all  feel  certain  will  crown  the  etTorts  of  our 
gallant  friends  in  the  fighting  forces,  very  many  of  them  our  Brethren 
in  Masonry. 

"Your  Annual  Report  will  be  before  the  Brethren,  and  we  all  join 
with  you  in  satisfaction  at  the  record  of  Irish  Freemasonry  during  the 
past  year.  Particularly  satisfactory,  too,  I  feel  certain,  to  the  Brethren 
will  be  Bro.  Holdbrook's  news  as  to  our  Charities,  the  generosity  of 
the  Craft  has  placed  them  in  a  position  auguring  well  for  our  ability 
to  cope  with  the  additional  calls  that  are  l^ound  to  be  made  upon  us 
in  the  near  future." 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Charles  A.  Cameron,  C  B.,  made 
an  address,  from  which  we  quote  as  follows  : 

"The  magnitude  of  the  great  war  in  which  our  Country  is  engaged 
overshadows  every  other  interest  and  touches  every  department  of  our 
National  life.  The  Masonic  Order  in  Ireland  has  been  from  every 
standpoint  deeply  afYected  by  it,  many  of  our  prominent  members  are 
engaged  in  various  departments  of  State  connected  with  the  struggle 
and  very  many  men  are  bravely  fighting  at  the  front.  We  have  amongst 
our  members  under  the  Irish  Constitution  somewhere  between  four 
and  five  thousand  naval  and  military  brethren,  and  naturally  the 
various  Funds  raised  for  the  alleviation  of  the  distress  caused  by  the  war 
appeal  particularly  to  the  Craft  in  Ireland." 

*  "      *  *  *  :i: 
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"MILITARY  LODGES. 

"On  the  11th  day  of  June  was  constituted  by  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master  the  'Quis  Scparabit'  Lodge,  No.  595,  attaclicd  to  the 
Fifth  Royal  Irish  Lancers.  Some  three  or  four  hundred  Brethren 
assembled  on  the  occasion,  and  gave  the  newly  formed  Lodge  an 
enthusiastic  send  off.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  foresee  that 
the  members  of  the  Lodge  then  meeting  in  peace  and  harmony  would 
be  engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle  in  France  less  than  two 
months  afterwards.  It  was  one  of  the  first  Regiments  of  Cavalry 
to  be  sent  to  the  front,  and  before  the  new  Lodge  had  time  to  settle 
down  to  its  regular  business  its  Warrant  and  property  were  deposited 
with  Grand  Lodge,  and  its  members  hastily  departed  to  the  field  of 
war.  There  are  altogether  nine  Regimental  Lodges  under  the  Irish 
Constitution,  three  of  which  date  back  to  the  eighteenth  century,  295, 
4th  Dragoon  Guards,  established  in  1758;  322,  the  Worcester  Regiment, 
in  1759,  and  570,  5th  Dragoon  Guards,  1780,  and  many  of  these  Regi- 
ments are  gallantly  doing  their  duty  in  the  present  crisis." 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Porto 
Rico. 

The  Reports  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodges  were  read  and  seemed 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Report  on  Masonic  Charities  was  presented,  and  it  is  a  note- 
worthy fact  that  the  various  funds  were  apparently  well  maintained, 
their  income  from  voluntary  subscriptions  being  nearly  up  to  the 
normal,  all  of  which  speaks  extremely  well  for  the  Jurisdiction,  in  view 
of  the  conditions  existing  because  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

The  Earl  of  Donnormore,  Grand  Master. 

R.'.  W.'.  Right  Honorable  Lord  Plunkett,  G.  C,  M.  G.,  Grand 
Secretary. 


KANSAS. 
1915. 

59th  Annual,  Wichita,  February  17. 
Lodges,  411;  mcmljers,  42,412;  gain,  1,744. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by 
Most  Worshipful  Charles  H.  Chandler,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  straight-forward,  business-like 
presentation  of  his  Masonic  activities  within  the  year. 

Four  Lodges  were  duly  constituted  that  had  received  charters  at 
the  preceding  Annual  Communication. 
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Dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges  to  the  number  of  five  were 
granted  by  him. 

On  seven  different  occasions  within  the  year  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
convened  either  by  the  Grand  Master  in  person  or  by  some  brother 
especially  commissioned  for  the  purpose  of  placing  cornerstones  of 
public  buildings. 

Dedications  of  two  Masonic  halls  under  Masonic  auspices  took 
place. 

Only  one  ruling  reaching  the  dignity  of  a  decision  was  rendered 
by  him  during  the  year,  and  this  so-called  decision  might,  in  our 
judgment,  have  been  properly  omitted,  as  the  question  involved  was 
not  a  Masonic  question,  but  simply  one  of  expediency  and  had  relation 
to  whether  or  not  it  was  proper  to  use  a  Masonic  hall  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  an  Eastern  Star  entertainment  or  bazaar  at  which  certain 
things  were  sold  for  profit.  He  decided  that  it  was  not  proper  to  use 
a  Masonic  hall  for  such  a  purpose. 

Personally,  we  are  unable  to  appreciate  the  objection,  and,  in 
any  event,  the  matter,  it  would  seem  to  us,  is  purely  one  of  policy. 

In  common  with  all  other  Masonic  Jurisdictions,  appeals  have  been 
made  for  contributions  to  the  so-called  War  Relief  Fund,  The  Grand 
Master,  in  his  report,  states  that  his  Jurisdiction  had  corresponded  with 
the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  the  war  zone  of  Europe,  who  had,  all 
of  them,  kindly  and  courteously  reported  that  the  offers  of  relief  were 
thankfully  received  and  fully  appreciated,  but  not  at  this  time  needed, 
coupled  with  the  intimation  that  they  would  probably  themselves  be  able 
to  handle  all  Masonic  charity  without  outside  assistance. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Grand  Master's 
Address  was  referred  we  quote  the  following  paragraph,  which,  in 
our  judgment,  succinctly  covers  the  situation  : 

"It  is  desired,  especially,  to  commend  the  rational  treatment 
reported  under  the  head  of  'War  Relief.'  While  Masons  should  ever 
stand  ready  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  destitute,  they  should  also 
avoid  hysteria  and  imposition." 

From  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Masonic  Home, 
it  appears  that  the  average  membership  in  the  Home  in  the  preceding 
year  was  eighty-eight  and  the  per  capita  cost  of  administration  $186.51 
for  the  year. 

A  very  interesting  oration  was  delivered  on  the  second  day  of  the 
Communication  by  Brother  Alfred  W.  Benson,  member  of  Otto  Lodge 
No.  18.    The  address  was,  on  motion,  ordered  printed  in  the  Pro- 
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cccdings,  and  the  usual  number  of  extra  copies  distributed  among  the 
Lodges.  The  subject  of  the  oration  was  a  "Vision  of  Life  and 
Brotherhood."    From  this  oration,  we  quote  as  follows: 

"As  with  cities,  so  with  all  great  undertakings.  The  l)eautiful 
cathedrals  whose  massive  walls  have  cruml^led  into  fragments  1)efore 
mighty  artillery  in  the  most  cruel  and  greatest  war  of  history,  existed 
first  in  the  brain  of  cntlmsiastic  architects,  else  they  had  never  existed 
at  all.  They  were  at  first  only  images  upon  the  mind.  Imagination  is 
not  a  mere  sentiment.  It  is  necessary  to  any  real  progress.  Without 
it,  men  would  still  be  burrowing  in  caves  or  living  in  treetops.  But 
a  cathedral,  or  a  palace,  is  not  the  greatest  building.  A  fairer  and 
more  enduring  one  may  l)e  erected  by  every  man  and  Mason.  Great 
as  are  the  buildings  and  institutions  of  Washington  or  of  other  capitals 
of  the  world,  beautiful  as  are  the  temples  of  religion,  of  art,  of  learning 
and  industry,  there  are  structures  of  greater  worth — buildings  that  if  we 
work  upon  them  as  craftsmen  and  as  master  builders  in  perfect  fidelity, 
according  to  perfect  plans,  will  stand  firm  against  the  shock  of  war 
and  earthquake  and  tempest,  outlasting  the  pyramids.  The  impregnable 
walls  of  character  will  stand  four  square  against  every  wind  that 
blows,  above  the  wreckage  of  all  material  things.  As  oi)erative  Mjisons 
work  upon  foundation,  and  wall,  and  column,  placing,  fitting,  cementing 
all  the  parts  into  a  harmonious  unit  of  strength  and  beauty,  so  may 
speculative  Masons  work  upon  the  more  enduring  edifice  of  character." 

H:  *  *  *  *  * 

"How  shall  a  man  and  jNIason  serve  his  country?  Well,  by 
making  his  neighborhood,  city.  State,  better  to  live  in ;  by  promoting 
efTiciency,  economy  and  integrity  in  public  affairs,  and  practicing  all 
these  virtues  in  private  life,  too,  right  at  home — and  away  from  home 
if  called  away — but  at  home  hrst ;  by  pulling  ahead  and  not  back  ;  by 
singing  praises  instead  of  wailing  lamentations ;  by  rememl^ering,  too, 
that  being  a  psalm  is  better  even  than  singing  one;  and  to  be,  as 
Uncle  Eben  exhorts,  'as  patient  at  home  as  when  fishing.'  " 

In  accordance  with  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre- 
spondence, fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Philippine  Islands,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  same  report,  recognition 
was  for  the  time  being,  at  least,  denied  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  from  the  scholarly 
and  versatile  Past  Grand  Master  Matthew  M.  Miller.  His  review  of 
California,  1913,  is  most  cordial  and  friendly,  with  liberal  quotations 
from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Filnier,  Reports  of  Committees,  etc, 

M.'.  W.'.  Wm.  L.  Burdick,  Lawrence,  Grand  Master. 
R.*.  W-'.  Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  Grand  Secretary. 
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KENTUCKY. 
1914. 

114th  Annual,  Louisville,  October  20-22. 
Lodges,  591;  niem1)ers.  42,139;  net  gain,  1.680. 

All  of  the  Grand  Officers,  twenty-two  Past  Grand  Masters  and 
representatives  of  483  of  the  591  chartered  Lodges  were  present. 

A  graceful  and  courteous  custom  prevails  in  this  Jurisdiction  of 
receiving  at  the  Annual  Communications  with  the  Grand  Honors  the 
oldest  Past  Grand  Master  and  placing  him  in  a  seat  of  honor  on  the 
left  of  the  Grand  Master.  This  honor  fell  at  this  time  to  Past  Grand 
Master  John  H.  Leathers,  who  hlled  the  Grand  Master's  chair  in  1875. 

The  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Orie  S.  Ware,  the  youngest 
Grand  Master  who  has  ever  presided  in  the  Jurisdiction,  having  been 
])orn  in  1882,  reports  a  year  of  activity  in  which,  among  other  things, 
twelve  Lodges  were  chartered  and  dispensations  granted  for  the  forma- 
tion of  eight  new  Lodges. 

Numerous  dispensations  were  granted  for  various  purposes,  and 
the  official  functions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  actively  exercised  in 
various  directions. 

The  Grand  Master  stated  that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  decide 
but  one  question  rising  to  the  dignity  of  a  decision,  but  he  submits 
six  so-called  "rulings,"  which  he  terms  "opinions,"  and  does  not 
indicate  how  they  differ  essentially  from  so-called  decisions.  Among 
the  "opinions"  given,  the  Grand  Master  held  that  a  Lodge  cannot  receive 
a  petition  for  initiation  from  a  man  who  is  one-sixth  or  one-sixteenth 
negro. 

This  is  probably  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  Kentucky 
and  the  decision,  in  that  Jurisdiction  at  least,  is  sound. 

Opinion  No.  4  was  to  the  effect  that  an  expelled  member  may  be 
restored  by  his  Lodge,  regardless  of  his  place  pf  residence.  We  presume 
this  implies  that  he  has  previously  been  restored  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Certainly  a  Subordinate 
Lodge  could  not  of  itself  restore  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry 
an  expelled  member. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  Kentucky  Masonry  is  its 
Masonic  Homes,  and  among  Masonic  Homes  it  is  doubtful  if  there  are 
any  better  homes  than  those  in  Kentucky,  or  homes  more  economically 
and  carefully  conducted,  and  the  Masons  of  Kentucky  are  justly  proud 
of  these  institutions. 
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In  referring  to  the  Masonic  Homes,  the  Grand  Master  gives 
expression  to  the  pleasure  afforded  to  the  Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction 
from  the  contemplation  of  these  charities.  He  calls  attention  to  the 
magnificent  work  which  they  are  doing,  to  the  splendid  citizenship 
which  they  are  creating  for  the  orphans  left  in  their  charge,  and  he 
voices  the  hope  that  continued  vigor  and  zealous  endeavor  on  the 
part  of  the  Masons  of  Kentucky  will  insure  to  the  generations  which 
are  to  follow  a  continuance  of  the  blessings  that  have  been  vouchsafed 
to  the  present  generation. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  the  same 
as  to  other  Grand  Lodges,  for  contributions  to  relieve  the  distress 
incident  to  the  war  now  raging  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  The 
Grand  Master  expressed  the  opinion,  in  which  we  concur,  that,  as  a 
patriotic  people,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  avoid  any  zealous  efforts  that 
may  lead  our  government  into  unneutral  conduct  and  that  by  bestowing 
undue  favors  in  certain  directions  offense  might  be  given  in  other 
directions,  and  it  is  no  lack  of  humanity  to  say  that,  while  the  Masons 
of  this  country  would  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  assist  in  laudable  measures 
of  relief,  yet  the  misery  incident  to  war  upon  such  a  gigantic  scale  as 
is  now  raging  is  so  overwhelming  and  widespread  that  the  puny  efforts 
that  we  might  put  forth  to  relieve  Masonic  distress  would  be  as  a 
grain  of  sand  upon  the  seashore  toward  ameliorating  the  appalling  condi- 
tions, and,  in  our  judgment,  about  the  only  logical  method  of  Masonry 
contributing  to  the  relief  of  the  distressful  conditions  in  Europe  is 
contributions  to  such  organizations  as  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Grand  Master,  we  are  surprised  to  say,  recommended  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  adopt  a  cipher  ritual,  the  alleged  purpose  of  which 
was  to  render  the  "work"  uniform.  Not  only  did  the  Grand  Master 
recommend  the  adoption  of  a  cipher,  but  the  committee  to  which  it 
was  referred  approved  the  Grand  Master's  recommendation,  but  both 
the  Grand  Master  and  the  committee  were  happily  turned  down  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Personally,  we  have  never  been  able  to  understand  how  any  cipher 
can  be  adopted  which  does  not  infringe  the  E.  A.  obligation. 

The  secrets  of  Masonry,  we  are  early  taught,  are  confided  to  the 
repository  of  faithful  breasts  and  are  communicated  from  "mouth  to 
ear,"  and  are  in  this  way  passed  from  generation  to  generation,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  it  is  in  no  wise  essential  to  the  true  spirit  of  Freemasonry 
that  there  should  be  absolute  uniformity  of  language  and  that  the 
letter-perfect  recital  is  necessary  in  order  that  the  true  realization  of 
the  hidden  and  deeper  meanings  of  Masonry  may  be  realized. 
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One  of  the  grand  things  about  Masonry  is  that,  while  each  Jurisdic- 
tion is  within  itself  sovereign  and  supreme,  and  while  different  Juris- 
dictions will  differ  as  to  the  precise  language  of  the  unwritten  work, 
yet  the  landmarks  and  principles  are  everywhere  the  same,  with  the 
result  that  a  Mason  who  is  truly  a  Mason  has  no  difficulty  in  proving 
himself  as  such  in  Jurisdictions  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  belongs, 
notwithstanding,  as  stated,  there  are  wide  variations  in  the  language 
of  the  unwritten  work. 

Ciphers  or  keys,  while  they  have  at  different  times  been  authorized 
in  a  few  Jurisdictions,  have,  we  believe,  almost  invariably  in  the  end 
been  condemned  by  those  Jurisdictions  and  destroyed. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  William  W.  Clarke  is  the  author  of 
another  excellent  Report  on  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges. 

California,  1913,  receives  generous  recognition,  with  liberal  quota- 
tions from  Grand  Master  Kilmer's  Address  and  Brother  Hervey's 
Oration. 

In  his  "Conclusion,"  Brother  Clarke  averts  to  the  centralizing 
tendencies  of  the  present  time,  and  indicates  in  clear  and  forceful 
language  his  observation  to  the  effect  that  Grand  Lodges,  which  are 
in  fact  the  creations  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  have  usurped  powers  to 
such  an  extent  that  initiative  has  practically  been  withdrawn  from 
Subordinate  Lodges,  which  are  controlled  almost  as  automatons  by 
the  Central  Body,  and  he  observes  that  this  spirit  of  centralization  is 
still  in  progress  and  that  the  latest  manifestations  of  it  are  insidious 
efforts  which  seem  to  be  working  in  certain  directions  toward  the 
creation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and  he  wonders  if  these  Annual 
Grand  Masters'  Conferences  may  not  indeed  be  a  part  of  propaganda 
to  bring  Masonic  bodies  under  the  control  of  one  supreme  authority. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  only  a  few  years  ago  a  Grand 
Master  of  Indiana  openly  advocated,  and  we  may  say  he  is  still  openly 
advocating,  a  Central  Masonic  Authority,  and  mentions  that  the  Grand 
Master  of  Oregon  plainly  asked  other  Jurisdictions  to  unite  with  it  in 
the  organization  of  a  Central  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Clarke's  observations  along  these  lines  are  certainly  worthy 
of  careful  perusal. 

At  the  Annual  Election,  Most  Worshipful  George  B.  Winston  of 
Carrolltown  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  George 
B.  Jackson  of  Louisville  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
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LOUISIANA. 
1915. 

104th  Annual,  New  Orleans,  February  1,  2,  3. 
Lodges,  225;  members,  17,999;  gain,  1,114. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful 
James  H.  Caldwell,  Grand  Master. 

In  opening  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

'"While  the  gentle  dove  of  i)cace  lias  hovered  over  us,  our  land 
and  country  during  the  year  just  i):i-t.  our  hearts  go  out  in  sympathy 
to  our  brothers  and  fellowmen  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  bloodiest  conflict  the  world  has  ever  witnessed,  the 
fearful  consequences  of  which  are  fcU  by  us  even  at  this  great  distance 
in  the  anxiety  and  depression  cf  business,  the  low  prices  of  our 
products,  in  the  advance  cost  of  the  necessities  of  life  and  the  anomaly 
which  forces  our  own  government  to  levy  a  war  tax  in  times  of  peace ; 
but  as  our  minds  dwell  upon  these  unfortunate  conditions  let  them 
serve  as  a  check  to  man's  pride  and  presumption,  that  success  may 
not  result  in  arrogance  and  our  contentment  be  lost  in  selfishness." 

The  Grand  Master  recounts  several  invitations  received  by  him 
to  attend  Masonic  functions  in  other  Jurisdictions.  He  mentions  par- 
ticularly the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
held  on  July  15th,  an  incident  of  which  was  the  celebration  of  the 
Grand  Peace  Jubilee  to  commemorate  the  hundred  years  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  LInited  States.  He  was  not  able  to 
attend  this  function,  nor  apparently  was  he  able  to  accept  any  of 
the  other  invitations  to  attend  Masonic  affairs  outside  of  his  own 
Jurisdiction. 

He  incorporates  in  his  Address  a  Masonic  oration  delivered  by 
him  in  the  Extraordinary  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  called 
on  January  10th  of  the  current  year  for  the  purpose  of  paying  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Brother  Andrew  Jackson,  Past  Grand  Master  of 
I'ennessee  and  hero  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  excerpted  from  this  oration  : 

"The  question  is  often  asked  as  to  where  the  strength  and  vitalitN' 
of  Freemasonr\  came  from.  It  is  perhaps  a  logical  and  legitimate 
question.  For,  any  organization  that  counts  its  existence  by  centuries 
must  have  some  inherent  strength  for  its  support  and  possess  some 
vital  powers  for  its  preservation.  What  is  the  strength,  what  are  the 
vital  powers  of  that  ancient  institution  of  Freemasonry,  whose  traditions 
have  survived  the  ravages  of  time  and  the  wounds  inflicted  upon  it  by 
treachery,  torture  and  tyranny?  What  is  the  secret  of  its  longevity; 
whence  comes  its  ever-increasing  influence  and  vitality? 

"Yet  the  answer  should  be  clear  and  comprehensive.  Masonry 
has  survived,  and  today  lives  and  thrives  because  of  the  morality  it 
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fosters  and  the  manhood  it  expounds  and  exemplifies.  Masonry  extends 
far  beyond  the  borders  and  barriers  of  sect,  creed  and  nationality.  It 
combines  all  creeds ;  it  unites  all  nationalities,  and  it  ignores  all 
sectarianism ;  it  proclaims  an  unfeigned  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

^  Sji  ^  ^  5|C 

"The  Order  of  Freemasons  is  based  on  tradition.  Now,  tradition 
to  be  accepted  and  preserved  must  fulfill  three  conditions :  It  must 
be  rational ;  it  must  be  in  accord  with  recorded  fact,  and  it  must  serve 
a  present  purpose.    Masonry  meets  admirably  these  three  conditions." 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  sets  forth  certain  reasons  why, 
in  his  opinion,  a  single  black  ball  should  not  be  permitted  to  bar  the 
way  into  membership  in  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

He  says : 

"In  a  Lodge  clothed  with  the  power  and  prerogative  of  refusing 
to  entertain  a  petition,  with  all  the  safeguards  requiring  recommenda- 
tions, a  thorough  investigation  by  a  committee  of  discreet  Masons, 
with  still  other  wise  and  necessary  precautions,  is  it  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  if  the  applicant  was  unworthy,  that  there  would  be  more 
than  one  member  of  the  Lodge  and  community  to  discover  that  fact? 
This  being  the  case,  why  depend  upon  the  single  black  ball  to  protect 
the  institution  and  enable  one  member  to  block  the  wheels  of  progress 
in  his  Lodge,  by  a  punctual  attendance  and  persistent  and  unwise  views 
of  the  single  block  hall?" 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  learn  that  dispensa- 
tions were  issued  to  form  four  new  Lodges,  and  that  the  year  was  an 
active  one  Masonically  may  be  deduced  from  the  fact  of  the  very  large 
net  gain  in  membership. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  recognition  was  refused  to  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  France. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  upon  one  of 
the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master,  which  was  disapproved,  we  quote  the 
following : 

"Third.  We  are  of  opinion  that  there  is,  at  least  by  implication,  an 
error  in  ruling  No.  6,  wherein  the  Grand  Master  holds  practically  that  a 
dimitted  Master  Mason  who  has  not  applied  for  affiliation  until  after 
the  expiration  of  more  than  twelve  months  is  entitled  to  visit  and  sit  in 
the  Lodge  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  and  to  which  he  reapplies. 
It  is  the  law  of  this  Jurisdiction,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  right  to 
visit  is  not  absolute,  and  that  a  Lodge  may,  or  may  not,  admit  a  visitor, 
or  a  non-member,  in  its  own  discretion,  or  to  suit  its  own  convenience. 
When  the  brother  in  question  allowed  more  than  twelve  months  to 
pass  before  applying  for  affiliation,  he  became,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  twelve  months,  an  unaffiliated  Master  Mason,  with  no  other  right 
than  that  of  applying  for  affiliation,  pending  which,  he  could  not  claim, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  the  privilege  of  sitting  in  his,  or  any  other  Lodge, 
except  by  its  courtesy  and  consent." 
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An  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Orator,  Rev. 
Brother  R.  H.  Harper,  upon  the  subject  "The  Worth  of  Symbolism." 
From  this  oration,  which  was  delivered,  so  the  Report  states,  in  a 
forcible  and  masterful  style,  and  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  tendered  to  the  Orator,  we  excerpt  a  few  paragraphs,  as 
follows : 

"And  there  is  no  symliolisni  apart  from  truth.  It  is  impossible  for 
man  to  draw  a  picture  of  nothing,  to  depict  something  which  has  no 
relation  and  likeness  to  anything  else  in  the  material  universe.  The 
law  of  the  Koran  forbids  the  Alohammedan  to  represent  the  forms  of 
men  and  animals.  But  in  the  carved  work  of  the  Moorish  architects, 
they  resorted  to  a  beautiful  comliination  of  geometric  devices,  fruit  and 
floral  forms,  known  as  Arabesque.  For  they  could  not  make  a  design 
of  notliing.  Tn  the  Oriental  rug,  which  covers  your  floor,  you  may  not 
be  al)le  to  find  a  single  figure,  which  correctly  represents  any  object 
you  know,  but  in  the  intricate  and  pleasing  design,  you  may  find  many 
devices  which  suggest  the  real  objects  from  which  they  were  modeled. 

"So  there  is  no  symbolism  apart  from  truth.  When  a  syml)ol 
ceases  to  convey  a  truth,  it  ceases  to  be  a  symbol,  it  remains  only  what 
it  was  at  the  first — onl\-  a  material  object  representing  nothing  beyond 
itself.  Every  symbol  represents  some  truth,  and  everything  done  in  a 
Lodge  of  Masons  has  a  meaning  which  should  not  be  lost. 

"And  man  himself,  God's  noblest  creation,  and  the  crowning  glory 
of  His  handiwork,  is  a  living  symbol.  He  walks  erect,  his  brain 
surmounts  his  body.  So  mind  is  greater  than  matter.  The  soul  is 
infinitely  above  the  tabernacle  of  clay  in  which  it  dwells  for  a  season. 
And  man's  highest  destiny  is  found  in  the  cultivation  of  his  moral  and 
spiritual  nature,  in  the  making  of  a  man  as  God  would  have  him  be. 
And  this  is  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  Freemasonry." 

There  is  a  condensed  Report  on  Correspondence  from  the  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Dr.  Herman  C.  Duncan  is  Chairman. 

Owing  to  the  severe  illness  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
the  actual  work  was  performed  by  friends  and  other  members  of  the 
Committee. 

California,  1913,  is  fraternally  considered,  with  kindly  reference  to 
the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Filmer  and  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

M.".  W.".  Alfred  W.  Cheesman,  Shreveport,  Grand  Master. 

R.'.  W.*.  John  A.  Davilla,  New  Orleans,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE. 

1914. 

95th  Annual,  Portland,  May  5,  6,  7. 
Lodges,  203;  members,  30,294;  gain,  422. 

There  were  present  seventeen  Grand  Officers,  nine  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  representatives  of  188  of  the  203  chartered  Lodges. 

In  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  feelingly  refers  to  the  death 
within  the  year  of  Very  Worshipful  Willard  F.  Hicks,  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  Grand  Master  gives  expression  to  the  admonition,  so  fre- 
quently encountered  in  Grand  Masters'  Addresses,  touching  the  neces- 
sity of  the  exercise  of  great  care  in  the  selection  of  members  to  the 
end  that  unfit  material  may  not  be  received. 

Masonry  is  not  a  reformatory  institution  and  only  "good  men  and 
true"  are  supposed  to  be  taken  within  its  folds. 

A  notable  event  of  local  interest  occurred  in  a  presentation  by 
the  Grand  Master  of  a  silver  loving  cup  to  Brother  Stephen  Barry, 
Grand  Secretary,  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  his  service  of  58  years 
in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  first  for  a  period  of  35  years  as 
assistant  to  his  father,  who  for  many  years  served  as  Grand  Secretary, 
and  for  23  years  as  Grand  Secretary  himself.  This  record  of  58 
years  of  continuous  service  as  a  Grand  Lodge  oft'icer  is  certainly 
remarkable,  and  probably  a  world  record. 

The  Grand  Master  submitted  eleven  decisions  on  points  of  Masonic 
law.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  requested  that  they  be  given 
until  the  next  Annual  Communication  to  report  on  the  same. 

One  of  the  rulings  reported  by  the  Grand  Master  was  to  the 
effect  that  charges  may  be  preferred  by  one  who  stands  suspended 
from  membership  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

In  our  judgment  it  is  questionable  if  this  decision  is  upheld  by 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  for  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how 
one  who  has  been  suspended  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry  can  prefer  charges  against  a  Mason  in  good  standing  any 
more  than  could  an  expelled  Mason  or  a  profane. 

Another  decision  which  seems  to  us  at  least  peculiar  was  to  the 
effect  that  a  Lodge  could  not  confer  the  degrees  upon  a  candidate  of 
another  Lodge.  The  rule  that  is  now  almost  universal  (Pennsylvania 
being  the  only  State,  we  believe,  now  remaining  holding  an  opposite 
opinion)  is  that  degrees  may,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  be  conferred 
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by  one  Lodge  upon  the  request  of  and  for  the  benefit  of  another 
Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  also  ruled  that  an  appropriation  could  not  be 
made  from  the  funds  of  the  Lodge  for  the  purchase  of  a  jewel  to  be 
presented  to  the  retiring  Master.  Technically,  possibly,  this  decision 
may  be  correct,  but  we  know  that  it  is  the  well-nigh  universal 
practice  of  Lodges  to  make  appropriations  of  this  character,  and 
there  is  in  principle  no  reason  why  the  Lodge  should  not  be  permitted 
to  express  its  appreciation  for  one  who  has  devoted  perhaps  years  of 
unselfish  effort  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  Masonry  and  the 
promotion  of  the  welfare  of  his  own  Lodge. 

In  closing  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  quotes  the  eulogy  of 
Masonry,  by  Brother  Charles  W.  Moore,  of  whom  the  late  Past  Grand 
Master  Drummond  of  this  Jurisdiction  said  that,  in  his  day  and 
generation,  there  was  no  more  correct  expositor  of  the  Masonic  law 
on  this  continent  than  Moore,  as  follows : 

"Masonry  is  indeed  an  universal  institution.  History  does  not 
furnish  a  parallel.  It  exists  where  Christianity  has  not  gone;  and  its 
claims  will  l)e  respected  even  where  the  superior  claims  of  religion 
would  fail.  It  is  never  obscured  by  the  darkness  of  night.  The  eye 
of  day  is  always  upon  it.  Its  footprints  are  to  be  traced  in  the  most 
distant  regions  and  in  the  remotest  ages  of  the  earth.  Among  all 
civilized  peoples,  and  in  all  Christianized  lands,  its  existence  is  recog- 
nized. Unaffected  by  the  tempests  of  war,  the  storms  of  persecution, 
or  the  denunciations  of  fanaticism,  it  still  stands  proudly  erect  in  the 
sunshine  and  clear  light  of  Heaven,  with  not  a  marble  fractured,  not 
a  pillar  fallen.  It  still  stands,  like  some  patriarchal  monarch  of  the 
forest,  with  its  vigorous  roots  riveted  to  the  soil,  and  its  broad  lim.bs 
spread  in  broad  outline  against  the  sky ;  and  in  generations  yet  to  come, 
as  in  ages  past,  the  sunlight  of  honor  and  renown  will  delight  to  linger 
and  play  amid  its  venerable  branches.  And  if  ever,  in  the  Providence  of 
God,  lashed  by  the  storm  and  riven  by  the  lightning,  it  shall  totter 
to  its  fall,  around  its  trunk  will  the  ivy  of  filial  affection,  that  has  so 
long  clasped  it,  still  cling,  and  mantle  with  greenness  and  verdure  its 
ruin  and  decay." 

Formal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands.  A  request  for  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Egypt  was  denied. 

Under  the  head  of  Mortality,  in  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master, 
and  speaking  with  special  reference  to  Grand  Treasurer  Hicks,  who 
died  within  the  year,  we  find  this  gem  : 

"There  is  a  legend  in  Grecian  mythology  as  told  in  the  Tragedy 
of  Ion,  that  when  it  became  known  that  the  King  of  Argos  must  lay 
down  liis  young  life  in  obedience  to  a  decree  of  the  gods,  she  whom  he 
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loved  most  dearly  pleaded  with  him  in  her  grief  and  anguish  to  tell 
her  if  they  shotdd  meet  again.    He  answered  : 

"  'I  have  ask'd  that  dreadful  question  of  the  hills 
That  look  eternal ;  of  the  flowing  streams 
That  lucid  flow  forever ;  of  the  stars, 
Amid  whose  fields  of  azure  my  raised  spirit 
Hath  trod  in  glory ;  all  were  dumb ;  but  now, 
While  I  thus  gaze  upon  thy  living  face, 
I  feel  the  love  that  kindles  through  its  beauty 
Can  never  wholly  perish ; — we  shall  meet 
Again.'  " 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  its  Chairman, 
Past  Grand  Master  Albro  E.  Chase,  submitted  a  Report  bearing 
evidences  of  the  excellencies  which  characterize  all  of  the  Reports  of 
this  gifted  writer. 

California,  1913,  receives  kindly  and  fraternal  consideration. 

Generous  quotations  are  made  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master 
Filmer,  and  from  the  scholarly  oration  of  Grand  Orator  Hervey. 

At  the  annual  election  Most  Worshipful  Thomas  H.  Bodge  of 
Augusta  was  elected  Grand  Master;  Brother  Stephen  Barry  of  Port- 
land elected  to  serve  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  fifty-ninth  consecutive 
year. 


MANITOBA. 
1915. 

40th  Annual,  Winnipeg,  June  9. 
Lodges,  76;  members,  7,242;  gain,  313. 

Most  Worshipful  Lynds  S.  Vaughan,  Grand  Master,  presided. 

The  Grand  Master  opens  his  Address  as  follows  : 

"In  welcoming  you  to  this,  the  Fortieth  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  I  do  so  under  circumstances  unparalleled  in  our  history, 
and  I  may  say  in  the  history  of  the  Universe. 

"For  many  years  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  Masters  have,  almost 
invariably,  dwelt  upon  the  peace  and  prosperity  prevailing  throughout 
the  Jurisdiction  and  the  world  in  general ;  but  now,  with  sorrowful 
hearts,  we  must  record  that  the  Armageddon  so  long  predicted  has 
burst  upon  us  with  unparalleled  fury." 

The  Grand  Master  proceeds  further  to  discuss  the  war  situation 
in  Europe,  how  it  was  seemingly  precipitated  out  of  a  clear  sky,  and 
yet  foretold  in  the  utterances  of  some  of  the  wisest  statesmen  of  the 
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British  Empire,  whose  warnings  have  1)cen  (hsregarded  by  the  mother 
comitry,  and  how,  in  consequence,  the  Empire  was  found,  in  a  sense, 
wholly  unprepared. 

He  refers  to  the  many  menihers  of  the  Eraternity  in  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Manitoba  who  have  enlisted  in  the  armies  and  many  of  whom  have 
gone  down  to  the  silence  of  unspcaking-  dust,  sacrificing  their  young 
lives  to  what  they  regard  as  the  cause  of  lil^erty. 

The  Grand  Master  calls  attention  to  the  remarkable  work  per- 
formed by  local  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  alleviating  distress 
caused  by  the  war,  and  the  tender  care  exercised  in  looking  after 
the  families  of  the  brethren  at  the  front  and  also  in  providing  for  the 
bereaved  families  of  those  who  had  already  fallen. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  taken  up  almost  entirely  with 
references,  direct  and  indirect,  to  the  conflict  now  going  on  in  Europe, 
in  which  Canada,  as  a  loyal  part  of  the  British  Empire,  is  vitally 
interested. 

The  Grand  Master  records  certain  of  his  official  visits  paid  to 
certain  Lodges ;  he  mentions  the  placing  of  a  cornerstone  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  was  an  event  of  particular  interest,  the  building  being 
a  beautiful  church,  which,  the  Grand  Master  states,  has  since  arisen 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  uplift  of  humanity. 

From  the  Reports  of  the  various  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters 
we  learn  that  Masonry  in  the  Jurisdiction  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition. 

The  Masonic  functions  of  relief  are  carried  forward  in  an  extremely 
creditable  manner,  and  the  Jurisdiction  is  one  of  which  our  brethren 
on  the  other  side  of  the  border  line  between  here  and  Canada  may 
well  be  proud. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended,  in  accordance  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  Correspondence,  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland. 

M.*.  W-'.  William  Fen  wick,  Brandon,  Grand  Master. 
M.'.  W.'-  James  A.  Ovas,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MARYLAND. 
1914. 

128th  Annual,  Baltimore,  Noveml^er  17. 
Lodges,  116;  members,  16,464;  gain,  648. 

It  is  stated  at  the  outset,  after  the  Grand  Lodge  had  gone  through 
the  ceremony,  which  is  peculiar  to  this  Jurisdiction,  of  receiving  the 
Grand  Master  in  a  sort  of  state  ceremony  in  which  he  is  conducted 
from  his  so-called  chambers  through  a  line  of  dignitaries  to  the  Grand 
East,  that  the  Grand  Master  made  an  address  in  which  he  gave  a 
detailed  review  of  the  past  year's  work,  "all  of  which  was  interesting 
only  to  this  Grand  Lodge."  which,  we  take  it,  was  a  gentle  hint  that 
it  was  no  particular  concern  of  the  Masonic  world  generally  what 
the  Grand  Master  of  Maryland  might  say  or  comment  upon  in  his 
annual  address. 

In  the  several  years  that  we  have  been  reviewing  the  Proceedings 
of  Grand  Lodges  we  have  not  found  any  printed  address  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  Maryland,  but  in  the  printed  Proceedings  simply 
an  announcement  that  the  Grand  Master  made  an  address. 

Grand  Master  Shryock  is  a  notable  personage  in  Masonic  affairs. 
He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been  chosen,  counting  the  present 
Communication,  for  thirty  consecutive  times  as  Grand  Master,  which 
is  now  a  world's  record. 

Brother  Shryock  is  the  official  head  of  the  George  Washington 
Masonic  National  Memorial  Association  and  is  otherwise  active  in 
Masonic  matters.  This  is  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  which,  as  stated 
by  Grand  Master  Shryock  a  few  years  since,  that  no  decision  by  the 
Grand  Master  upon  Masonic  law  has  been  necessary  in  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  this  record  appears  not  to  have  been  broken  in  the 
past  year,  for  no  decisions  are  announced  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Shryock  paid  a  high  compliment  a  couple  of  years  since 
to  the  Masons  of  Maryland,  in  that  he  averred  that  the  Masons  of 
Maryland  knew  Masonic  law,  which  accounted  for  the  absence  of 
rulings  from  the  Grand  Master  for  so  long  a  period  of  time. 

In  this  Jurisdiction  the  practice  prevails  of  conferring  "honorary" 
rank,  and  at  this  Communication  Brothers  Robert  Freke  Gould  (since 
deceased)  of  England  and  Edwaurd  Quartier  la  Tente  of  Switzerland 
were  elected  Flonorary  Senior  Grand  Wardens  of  Maryland. 

The  notable  event  of  the  year  in  this  jurisdiction  was  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  composition  by  Francis 
vScott  Key  of  the  national  anthem,  "Tlie  Star  Spangled  Banner." 


72 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


It  appears  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  its  contribution  to  the  cele- 
bration, erected  a  magnificent  Court  of  Honor  in  front  of  the  Masonic 
Temple,  which  was  thought  to  be  the  most  beautiful  decoration  of  its 
kind  ever  seen  in  Baltimore,  and  the  volume  of  printed  Proceedings  for 
the  current  year  contains  photographs,  taken  at  night,  showing  the  mag- 
nificent electrical  effects  in  connection  with  the  Court. 

The  City  Committee  expressed  its  appreciation  by  presenting  a 
silver  cup  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  recognition  of  its  co-operation  in 
connection  with  the  event. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Rev. 
Henry  Branch,  who,  two  years  ago,  succeeded  Brother  Schulz,  for  so 
many  years  Chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee  in  Maryland. 

Brother  Branch's  reports  are  brief  and  excellent.  He  has  some 
ideas  of  his  own,  with  some  of  which  we  may  be  privileged  to  differ. 
He  defends,  for  instance,  the  proposition  of  exempting  ministers  of 
the  gospel  from  payment  of  degree  fees,  affirming  in  connection  there- 
with that  this  exemption  is.  in  a  sense,  a  recognition  of  their  service 
to  the  Craft  by  their  patronage  of  the  Institution. 

In  our  judgment,  Masonry  is  not  honored  or  patronized  by  any 
profession  or  calling;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Masonry  honors  those, 
of  whatever  calling  or  profession  they  may  be,  who  are  permitted 
to  partake  of  its  privileges. 

We  agree  with  him  that  religion,  liberty  and  Freemasonry  go  hand 
in  hand,  and  that  where  religious  liberty  is  trammeled  Freemasonry 
is  throttled. 

Brother  Branch  reviews  California,  1913,  and  quotes  liberally  from 
Grand  Master  Filmer's  Address,  and  also  quite  largely  from  the 
Oration  of  Brother  Hervey,  which  is  highly  commended. 

At  the  annual  election  Most  Worshipful  Thomas  J.  Shryock  of 
Baltimore  was  re-elected  Grand  Master  and  Brother  George  Cook, 
Baltimore,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
1914. 

181st  Annual,  Boston,  December  9. 
Lodges,  257 ;  members,  67,901 ;  gain,  2,304. 

The  several  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  year  (the  Quarterly 
Communication  of  December  9  being  counted  as  the  Annual)  were 
presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful  Melvin  M.  Johnson,  Grand  Master. 
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The  first  event  of  importance  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  is  the 
opening  of  a  Deputy  Grand  Lodge  February  21,  1914,  at  Ancon,  in 
the  Canal  Zone,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  Canal  Zone  Lodge  at 
that  place.  The  meeting  was  considered  an  event  of  unusual  importance 
at  Ancon  and  was  largely  attended,  practically  all  of  the  Masons  in 
that  vicinity  being  present  to  witness  and  take  part  in  the  ceremony. 

A  Report  of  the  Meeting,  by  Brother  Herbert  E.  Fletcher,  who 
acted  as  Deputy  of  the  Grand  Master,  was  rendered. 

In  his  Report  he  states  that  for  two  successive  years  it  had  been 
his  pleasure  to  take  part,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master,  in  the  constitution 
of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Canal  Zone;  Sojourner's  Lodge,  constituted  the 
year  before  at  Christbol,  and  now  Canal  Zone  Lodge  at  Ancon. 

Canal  Zone  Lodge  starts  out  with  a  substantial  roll  of  nineteen 
charter  members. 

At  the  March  Quarterly,  reports  and  balance  sheets  were  rendered 
of  the  various  Trust  Funds,  disclosing  the  fact  that  the  Jurisdiction 
is  financially  among  the  strongest  in  our  country. 

A  report  is  rendered  of  the  Masonic  Home ;  the  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  in  process  of  reduction,  and  the  per  capital  tax  of  maintaining 
the  residence  is  about  half  of  the  cost  of  the  previous  year. 

At  the  June  Quarterly  Communication,  descriptive  talks  were  given 
by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  portraits  of  Past  Grand  Masters  and  other 
distinguished  Masons  of  Massachusetts  which  adorn  the  walls  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  at  Boston. 

One  of  the  notable  features  of  the  September  quarter  was  an 
address  by  the  Grand  Master  on  the  "Establishment  and  Early  Days 
of  Masonry  in  America."  He  advances  some  very  convincing  evidence 
that  regular,  and  what  may  be  called  recognized,  Masonry  in  America 
first  existed  in  Massachusetts. 

Our  Pennsylvania  friends  take  issue  with  this  statement  and 
stoutly  maintain  that  Masonry  in  this  country  first  had  a  footing  in 
that  commonwealth. 

Possibly  the  difference  of  opinion  might  be  reconciled  upon  the 
basis  that  Masonry  in  both  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania  existed 
before  the  formation  of  the  English  Grand  Lodge  in  1717  and  possibly 
has  just  as  valid  a  right  to  be  considered  "regular"  as  did  the 
individual  Lodges  in  England  before  they  came  together  and  formed 
a  Grand  Lodge. 
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In  any  event,  tlic  address  of  (irand  Master  Johnson  on  the  "Early 
Days  of  Masonry"  is  Idled  with  information  of  exceeding  value,  which, 
of  course,  cannot  l)e  quoted  here,  Imt  w^e  would  advise  our  readers 
who  may  have  an  interest  in  the  early  history  of  Masonry  in  America 
to  procure  a  copy  of  the  Massachusetts  Proceedings  of  1914  and  care- 
fully peruse  Grand  Master  Johnson's  scholarly  address. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  December  9  a  very  large  repre- 
sentation of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  was  present. 

The  Grand  Master  presented  a  comprehensive  statement  of  his 
official  acts,  with  a  number  of  well-considered  recommendations,  which 
were  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Lodges  in  Massachusetts  (in  which  respect  they  differ  from 
every  other  Jurisdiction  in  the  LTnited  States)  are  simply  named,  never 
numbered.  For  instance,  there  are  two  St.  John's  Lodges  in  Massa- 
chusetts ;  the  first  ( wdiich  is  probably  the  first  organized  Lodge  of 
Masons  in  America)  is  St.  John's  Lodge  (Boston)  ;  and  then  there  is 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Newburyport,  but  none  of  the  Lodges  has  numbers. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  in  Massachusetts'  Masonry  is  the  Feast 
of  St.  John,  the  Evangelist,  which  takes  place  on  St.  John  the  Evan- 
gelist's Day,  in  the  evening,  after  the  installation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Feast  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  this  year  was  particularly  notable.  At  these  Feasts,  talent 
of  a  high  order  is  always  present,  and  it  is  a  rare  and  distinguished 
privilege  to  be  asked  to  address  the  Masons  of  Massachusetts  upon 
these  occasions. 

Aside  from  Past  Grand  Master  Johnson,  who  is  himself  an  orator, 
and  a  man  of  marked  ability,  the  principal  speakers  were  the  honored 
guests,  Grand  Master  Wm.  D.  McPherson  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  and  Brother  William  Howard  Taft,  ex-President  of  the 
United  States. 

Perhaps  the  central  theme  of  Grand  Master  McPherson's  address 
was  the  idea  of  loyalty,  and  patriotism,  and  love  for,  and  devotion  to 
country  and  to  liberty.  His  effort  was  inspiring  and  was  listened  to  with 
rapt  attention  by  all  present. 

Another  address  possessing  a  high  order  of  merit .  was  delivered 
by  the  Right  Worshipful  Frederick  W.  Hamilton,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
who  has  since  succeeded  to  the  position  of  Recording  Grand  Secretary, 
made  vacant  by  the  death,  within  the  year,  of  former  Grand  Secretary 
Right  Worshipful  Thomas  W.  Davis. 
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In  the  printed  volume  of  Proceedings  is  a  series'  of  lectures  on 
"The  Philosoph)'  of  Masonr3\"  by  Worshipful  Brother  Roscoe  Pond, 
LL.D.  The  learning  of  William  Preson,  of  K.  C.  F.  Krause,  of  Dr. 
George  Oliver,  and  of  Alljert  Pike  as  relating  to  Masonry  is  set  forth 
in  a  clear  and  interesting  manner ;  and  the  perusal  of  these  lectures 
by  any  one  interested  in  the  Philosophy  of  Freemasonry  will  prove 
of  vast  interest  and  profit. 

The  volume  of  the  Massachusetts  Proceedings  of  1914  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  that  has  come  under  our  observation. 

There  is  in  this  Jurisdiction  no  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre- 
spondence, nor  is  there  any  Jurisprudence  Committee. 

Melvin  M.  Johnson,  Boston,  Grand  Master. 
Frederick  W.  Hamilton,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 


MICHIGAN. 
1915. 

71st  Annual,  Bay  City,  May  25-26. 
Lodges,  431;  members,  78.857;  gain,  3,893. 

The  Annual  Communication  vk'as  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  William  M.  Perrett,  Grand  Master. 

A  formal  welcome  to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  extended  on  behalf 
of  the  Lodges  of  Bay  City  by  Brother  Robert  L.  King ;  also  a  welcome 
on  behalf  cf  the  city  of  Bay  City  by  the  Mayor  Hon.  F.  P.  S.  Kelton, 
with  suitable  response  l^y  the  Grand  Master. 

One  of  the  features  which  has  obtained  in  this  Jurisdiction  for 
a  great  many  years  has  been  the  presence  and  introduction  of  Past 
Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell  of  Michigan,  the  oldest  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Michigan  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  of  the  world.  This  year, 
in  obedience  to  the  advice  of  his  medical  adviser,  who  deemed  the 
long  journey  from  his  home  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  too  onerous  to  i^ndertake,  he  denied  himself  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  Annual  C(Mnmunication  and  sent  in  lieu  of  his  personal 
])resence  a  letter,  whicli  the  Cirand  Master  now  announced  he  had 
received  from  the  venerable  member,  expressing  his  regret  at  not  being 
able  to  ])e  present  at  the  Annual  Communication,  particularly  as  it 
was  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  date  upon  which  he  presided  as 
Grand  Master.  Past  Grand  Master  Mitclicll  is  now  98  years  of  age, 
still  possessed  of  vigorous  mental  faculties. 
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The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  emphasizes  the  value  of  little 
things,  being  apparently  a  believer  in  the  spiritual  injunction  "Despise 
not  the  day  of  small  things."  Upon  this  theme  we  quote  him  as 
follows  : 

"We  spend  our  time,  many  of  us,  at  least,  in  looking  for  great 
things  to  do,  while  we  neglect  the  little  duties  with  which  we  meet  in 
the  daily  round.  We  seek  to  be  great  in  the  sight  of  men  rather  than 
in  the  sight  of  God,  and,  therefore,  we  neglect  the  trifles,  which,  did 
we  but  know  it,  make  the  sum  of  human  things,  and  are  God's  voice 
uttering  a  divine  command.  Onerous  and  multitudinous,  because  of 
my  high  regard  for  little  things,  have  been  the  duties  which  have  come 
to  me  from  these  three  sources  of  law,  custom,  and  affection,  and, 
therefore,  I  think  I  may  truly  say  that  these  duties  are  about  to  be 
lifted,  not  only  from  my  shoulders,  but  from  my  heart.  This  work 
has  engaged  my  emotional  as  well  as  my  intellectual  nature.  In  my 
heart,  dear  brethren,  during  the  past  year,  I  have  carried  you  all,  and 
while,  on  the  basis  of  close  friendship  and  business  associations,  some 
there  are  who  are  dearer  to  me  than  others,  yet  without  suspicion  of 
canting  hypocrisy.  I  am  frank  to  confess  that  not  one  of  the  nearly 
80,000  Masons  of  this  Jurisdiction  has  slipped  from  my  affectionate 
and  brotherly  grip.  I  have  carried  you  all  in  my  heart ;  and  day  by  day, 
I  have  hoped  and  prayed  that  in  your  Lodge,  family  and  commercial 
life,  you  would  so  interpret  the  principles  of  Masonry  that  the  profane 
might  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  moral  beauty  and  strength  of  our 
ancient  and  our  honorable  institution.  Not  only  this,  dear  brethren, 
in  all  the  experiences  through  which  you  have  passed,  in  your  joys 
and  sorrows,  your  victories  and  defeats,  your  successes  and  failures, 
your  gains  and  losses,  I  have  rejoiced  and  sympathized  with  you." 

The  Grand  Master  was  grieved  to  note  the  death  within  the  year 
of  the  greatly  beloved  Grand  Treasurer,  William  Wente.  Brother 
Wente,  while  not  a  Past  Grand  Master,  was  as  highly  esteemed  as 
would  have  been  possible  had  he  occupied  every  position  within  the 
gift  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned 
throughout  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  and  is  most  feelingly  touched  upon 
by  the  Grand  Master. 

No  decisions  upon  questions  of  Masonic  law  appear  to  have  been 
rendered  by  the  Grand  Master  within  his  year. 

He  refers  to  the  Masonic  Home  as  in  a  splendid  condition,  a 
home  where  about  one  hundred  of  the  aged  brethren,  their  wives  and 
widows  are  sheltered  in  a  peaceful  haven,  as  the  evening  shadows  of 
life  gather  near.  He  states  that  the  Home  is  a  source  of  pride  to 
the  Jurisdiction,  and  its  management  as  being  in  exceedingly  capable 
hands. 

Brother  Perrett  was  able  to  devote  much  time  to  visitations  to 
Subordinates,  and  favored  in  this  way  a  greater  number  of  constituent 
Lodges  than  any  of  his  predecessors  in  recent  years. 
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During  the  administration  of  Grand  Master  Perrett  fourteen 
Masonic  Temples  were  dedicated ;  seven  cornerstones  of  public  buildings 
were  placed ;  four  new  lodges  were  instituted,  consecrated,  dedicated 
and  ofificers  installed,  making  the  year  one  of  pronounced  Masonic 
activity. 

The  Grand  Master  apparently  is  not  in  favor  of  excessively  large 
Masonic  Lodges,  believing  that  greater  opportunities  for  participation 
in  the  work  of  the  Lodge  are  afforded  where  the  membership  of  the 
Lodge  is  not  too  large.  He  does  not  state  that  these  remarks  may 
be  particularly  appropriate  to  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Michigan, 
which  has  several  of  the  largest  Masonic  Lodges  in  the  United  States, 
or  we  believe,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  in  the  world.  In  the  city 
of  Detroit  alone  there  are  six  Lodges,  each  one  with  a  membership  in 
excess  of  one  thousand,  with  Palestine  Lodge  at  the  head  of  the  list 
with  2,184  members,  followed  by  Zion  Lodge,  with  1,635,  and  by  Ashler 
Lodge,  with  1,555.  These,  we  believe,  are  the  three  largest  Lodges 
in  America,  followed  by  Genessee  Falls  Lodge  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  with  L512  members,  and  Yonnondio  Lodge,  of  the  same  city, 
with  1,462  members. 

The  contribution  of  Michigan  to  the  war  relief  fund,  subscribed 
in  response  to  the  circular  letter  sent  out  from  the  Ohio  headquarters, 
exceeded  $7,000,  the  largest  contribution,  so  far  as  we  have  observed, 
from  any  Jurisdiction.  The  total  contributions  of  all  bodies  were 
apparently  $32,062.96. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  the  Jurisdiction,  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  this  being  the  twelfth 
report  from  Most  Worshipful  Lou  B.  Winsor,  the  very  capable  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  is  not  permitted  to 
criticise  or  comment  upon  what  other  Jurisdictions  are  doing,  his 
report  is  of  necessity  made  up  largely  of  excerpts  from  Addresses  of 
Grand  Masters  and  Reports  of  Committees. 

California,  1914,  is  very  generously  considered,  intelligent  selection 
for  quotation  being  made  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Murphey, 
from  the  Oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  Waste,  and  Reports  of 
Committees. 

George  L.  Lusk,  Bay  City,  M.'.  W-'.  (irand  blaster. 
R.*.  W.'.  Lou  B.  Winsor,  Reed  City.  Grand  Secretary. 
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MINNESOTA. 
1915. 

•     62d  Animal,  St.  Paul,  January  20-21. 
Lodges,  257;  members,  30,411;  gain,  1,602. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Robert  E.  Denfclt,  Grand  Master,  presided. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a  year  of  action,  consisting  in  part 
of  the  dedication  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  two  Masonic  halls ;  the 
constitution  of  two  Lodges  which  received  charters  at  the  preceding 
Annual  Communication ;  the  placing,  under  Masonic  auspices,  of  a 
number  of  cornerstones  of  public  buildings  ;  the  issuance  of  dispensa- 
tion for  five  new  Lodges  ;  the  performance  of  visitations  to  Subordinate 
Lodges,  etc. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  appeal  made  by  the  Masonic  War 
Relief  Association  for  contributions  for  war  relief,  although  no  particu- 
lar action  was  taken  in  the  matter,  the  subject  being,  in  a  sense,  too 
large  and  too  complicated  with  the  conditions  of  neutrality,  etc.,  to 
take  up. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  particularly  to  the  Masonic  Home 
project;  he  calls  attention  to  the  time  which  seems  to  be  rapidly 
approaching  when  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  accordance  with  its  commitment 
to  undertake  the  project  when  $100,000  had  been  accumulated,  must 
take  action  in  the  matter,  for  from  the  Report  of  the  Minnesota 
Masonic  Home  we  learn  that  $56,000  has  already  been  accumulated, 
and  the  anticipation  is  entertained  that  within  a  period  of  not  less 
than  two  years  the  requisite  amount  preliminary  to  the  actual  com- 
mencement of  work  on  the  home  will  be  pledged. 

In  closing  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master,  under  the  caption  of 
"Masonry."  sets  forth  in  beautiful  language  some  of  the  foundation 
principles  and  inherent  qualities  of  our  great  Fraternity,  and  from  the 
closing  paragraphs  of  his  Address  we  quote  as  follows  : 

"Care  then  must  be  exercised  in  the  quality  of  the  membership. 

"Only  those  should  be  admitted  who  are  capable  of  appreciating 
its  purpose,  comprehending  its  lessons,  and  exemplifying  its  teachings. 
It  has  little  to  fear  from  without.  Its  greatest  enemies  are  those  of 
its  own  household.  There  arc,  therefore,  certain  facts  in  the  building 
up  of  the  institution  that  must  ever  be  before  its  members.  First,  a 
thorough  and  careful  examination  of  all  who  make  application.  Per- 
sonal feeling  should  never  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  reports 
of  investigating  committees.  The  worthiness,  reprtation,  moral  and 
mental  fiber  of  the  petitioner  should  always  be  beyond  question  ;  only 
those  of  deep  sympathy,  broad  appreciation  and  high  motives  can 
bring  strength  and  make  the  Institution  felt  in  the  community. 
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"Lodges  arc  often  tempted  to  iiierease  the  memlicrship  at  the 
expense  of  the  qnalit}^  of  sncli  nienil)ership.  There  is  no  power  in 
mere  numbers.  It  has  ever  been  true  tliat  the  indivicKial  has  shaped 
a  movement,  has  espoused  a  cause,  lias  hammered  into  an  irresistible 
force  a  great  thought,  and  therefore  the  srain  to  our  Institution  can 
only  come  from  having  in  it  those  who  are  willing  to  work  for  the 
betterment  of  humanity  and  the  suppression  of  selHshness.  Self-interest 
and  mercenary  motives  have  no  place  in  our  Fraternity. 

****** 
"My  own  experience  during  the  past  year  has  deepened  my 
impression  of  the  character  of  Masonry  in  "this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
Every  community  where  a  Masonic  Lodge  exists  contains  among  its 
members  the  very  best  manhood  of  that  community  and  should  aim 
to  keep  that  manhood  high ;  should  not  only  work  within  the  tiled 
recesses  of  the  Lodge  but  should  show  the  reason  for  its  faith  in 
active  work  for  humanity  in  general.  It  stands  for  progress  in  that 
it  stands  for  the  best  in  human  striving.  It  is  a  powerful  factor  for 
civic  righteousness  and  it  may  be  the  means  of  destroying  wrong 
and  evil  wherever  it  exists.  All  are  not  equally  endowed  ;  all  cannot 
do  the  work  ;  all  cannot  lead,  some  must  follow  ;  yet  each  is  privileged 
to  take  the  lessons  most  helpful  for  him.  Those  who  seek  preferment 
should  be  most  painstaking  in  the  acquisition  of  the  ritual,  and  Lodges 
should  see  that  only  those  are  elevated  to  responsibility  who  can 
exemplify  most  fully  the  lessons." 

Much  of  the  time  of  one  day  of  this  Annual  Communication  was 
devoted  to  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  a  new  Constitution  and 
General  Regulations. 

The  Annual  Oration  was  delivered  by  Worshipful  Warren  E. 
Green,  Grand  Orator.  The  effort  was  appreciated  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  a  copy  of  the  Oration  is  printed  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Irving  Todd.  It  consists  of  a  somewhat  brief,  but  intelligent,  review 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  usual  Grand  Jurisdictions.  California,  1913, 
is  fraternally  reviewed. 

M.'.  W.'.  Harry  M.  Burnham,  Jackson,  Grand  Master. 
R.*.  W-'.  John  Fishkl,  St.  Paul,  Grand  Secretary. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
1915. 

97th  Annual,  Vicksburg,  February  16. 
Lodges,  373;  members,  20.073;  gain,  631. 

After  the  Grand  Lodge  assembled  for  the  opening  ceremonies,  a 
public  reception  was  tendered  the  Grand  Body  consisting  of  a  program 
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of  music  and  oratory,  after  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form,  Grand  Master  Most  Worshipful  Robert  A.  Carson 
presiding. 

A  distinguished  visitor,  in  the  person  of  Most  Worshipful  Alfred 
W.  Cheesman,  Grand  Master  of  Louisiana,  was  received,  after  which 
the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual  Address. 

We  quote  from  the  opening  of  his  Address  as  follows  : 

"We  are  assembled  in  this,  the  most  historic  city  of  our  grand  old 
State,  and  have  been  welcomed  by  brethren  whose  untiring  efforts  in 
the  cause  of  Masonry  call  for  our  cordial  admiration.  How  pleasant  it 
is  to  again  meet  and  exchange  friendly  greetings  after  the  year's  labor 
is  done,  and  how  reassuring  and  delightful  to  know  that  these  reunions 
are  not  for  an  hour  or  a  day,  but  will  occur  again  and  again  as  the 
years  cycle  by,  while  we,  like  pilgrims,  plod  along  the  rugged  road  of 
life.  Like  the  strings  of  an  instrument  touched  by  a  skillful  hand,  each 
string  producing  its  own  peculiar  tone,  yet  all  iDlending  in  one  sweet 
melodious  harmony,  so  as  Masons,  as  diverse  in  character  and  feelings 
as  in  language  and  complexions,  yet  all  united  in  one  common  object,  to 
benefit  mankind,  all  pressing  forward  to  one  common  goal — Eternity. 

"In  this  purpose  we  have  been  permitted  to  continue  on  our  peaceful 
way  while  many  of  our  sister  Jurisdictions  are  in  the  throes  of  war,  torn 
asunder  by  the  savage  force  of  armed  invasion,  and  without  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  causes,  impulses  or  ambitions  involving  in  a  death 
struggle  most  of  the  greatest  countries  of  the  earth — those  with  whom 
we  enjoy  the  closest  bonds  of  fraternal  intercourse,  let  us  at  least  do 
our  utmost  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  those  afflicted  and  pray  for  the 
ultimate  attainment  of  universal  peace." 

Fortunately,  the  Grand  Master  was  enabled  to  travel  extensively 
throughout  the  State  and  pay  fraternal  and  official  visits  to  many  of 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Seven  Lodges  which  had  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual 
Communication  were  duly  constituted ;  four  dispensations  were  issued 
to  form  new  Lodges ;  numerous  Emergent  Communications  were  held 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  cornerstones  of  public  buildings. 

Of  the  numerous  rulings  made  by  him  within  the  year,  only  two 
were  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  a  so-called  "deci- 
sion." One  of  the  questions  was  whether  a  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction 
could  entertain  an  application  for  membership  based  on  a  dimit  issued 
by  a  Lodge  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey.  The  Grand  Master 
decided  the  question  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  only  thing  about  the 
case  that  renders  it  significant  is  the  fact  that  Mississippi  and  New 
Jersey  are  not  in  fraternal  relations  with  each  other,  Mississippi  having 
suspended  relations  because  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey  there  is 
a  regular  chartered  Lodge  of  negro  Masons. 
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There  has  been  some  trouble  in  this  Jurisdiction  over  the  appear- 
ance of  a  cipher  ritual,  and  effective  measures,  which  will  probably  be 
successful,  were  adopted  to  eradicate  the  evil. 

As  a  proper  recognition  of  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the 
women  of  the  Eastern  Star  toward  the  Masonic  Home  at  Meridian,  it 
was  resolved  that  certain  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  be 
appointed  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Home,  and  at  the  close  of  the  session  four  ladies 
of  the  Eastern  Star  organization  were  appointed. 

Frederic  Gordon  Speed,  son  of  the  beloved  Frederic  Speed,  formerly 
Grand  Secretary  and  the  foremost  figure  of  this  Jurisdiction,  rendered 
his  fourth  Annual  Report,  a  fine,  business-like  document  covering  in 
splendid  fashion,  with  carefully  prepared  tables,  the  transactions  of  his 
office  within  the  preceding  year. 

There  is  a  fine  Masonic  Home  for  children  in  this  State,  which 
shelters  now  and  gives  careful  and  beneficial  training  to  120  orphans. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  favored  with  an  oration  from  Brother 
R.  M.  Grant,  who  during  the  year  had,  at  the  request  of  the  Grand 
Master,  kindly  delivered  lectures  upon  Masonic  subjects  in  different 
parts  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  oration  a  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Brother  Grant  for  his  magnificent 
effort,  and  the  request  was  made  of  him  that  he  furnish  a  copy  of 
this  address  to  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings  for  distribution  among 
the  Lodges. 

Honorary  rank  seems  to  obtain  in  this  Jurisdiction,  for  we  read 
in  the  Report  that,  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Edwin  J.  Martin, 
Brother  Jones  L.  Williams  was  unanimously  elected  as  Honorary 
Past  Grand  Master. 

There  are  not  many  of  our  American  Grand  Jurisdictions  that 
indulge  themselves  in  this  English  form  of  bestowal  of  empty,  though 
perhaps  honorary,  distinction. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Most  Worshipful  Harry  Howard,  Past  Grand  Master.  He 
states  that  Masonry,  reserved  and  dignified,  has  the  right  to  exist  as 
long  as  men  are  willing  to  hold  to  her  beliefs  and  to  practice  her 
doctrines  of  infinity  and  immortality.  "In  the  story  of  the  widow's 
son,"  he  states,  "is  one  of  the  greatest  legends  and  a  duty  to  fidelity 
of  trust  that  thrills  the  hearts  of  men  wherever  they  hear  it  repeated." 

California,  1913,  is  reviewed  in  a  friendly  and  intelligent  manner. 

Jesse  M.  Brooks,  Clarksdale,  Grand  Master. 
Frederic  Gordon  Speed,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSOURI. 
1914. 

94th  Annual,  Kansas  City,  September  20. 
Lodges,  631;  members,  61,522;  gain,  3,285. 

At  the  Ninety-fourth  Annual  Communication  all  of  the  Grand 
Officers  were  present,  twenty  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  458  of  the  631  chartered  Lodges. 

Mayor  Jost.  the  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  and  himself  a  Mason,  in 
welcoming  the  Grand  Lodge  to  his  city,  delivered  a  very  happy  and 
pleasing  address,  full  of  allusion  to  Masonic  principles  and  precepts. 

He  states  that  while  some  travel  the  high  road  of  plenty  and  com- 
fort, others  are  not  thus  blessed,  and  those  who  are  less  fortunate 
should  always  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  have  achieved  success. 
He  called  attention  to  the  need  of  such  societies  as  Masonry,  "which 
helps  its  members  to  grow  to  moral  bigness,  there  being  pressing  need 
of  such  men  to  hold  the  colors  of  charity  aloft,  to  cultivate  and  grow 
the  flowers  of  kindness  in  variety  and  profusion  to  the  end  that  their 
fragrance  may  penetrate  and  gladden  every  life."  The  supreme  act, 
he  pointed  out,  of  a  lofty  soul  is  to  forget  itself  and  think  of  someone 
else ;  the  hand  that  reaches  out  to  steady  the  tottering  footsteps  of 
some  weary  pilgrim  is  an  exemplification  of  Masonic  precept. 

He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  city  government  of  Kansas 
City  practices  practical  Masonry ;  he  stated  that  for  nearly  a  decade 
the  city  had  interested  itself  in  the  human  driftwood  that  tends  to 
gather  at  big  centers  of  population ;  he  referred  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  and  its  Municipal  Farm,  which  is  known  nationally 
and  internationally  as  having  solved  this  problem  so  that  it  occasions 
little  trouble,  the  city  government  maintaining  no  prisons,  no  free 
soup  houses,  no  alms  dispensing  agents,  but  distributes  charity  by 
providing  work ;  no  one  within  the  city  gates  need  go  to  bed  supperless 
or  without  shelter;  the  city  will  temporarily  feed  and  house  him,  1)ut 
he  must  pay  the  price  in  labor. 

His  Excellency  the  Mayor  certainly  made  an  excellent  address 
and  no  doubt  the  Grand  Lodge  appreciated  the  cordiality  of  his  welcome 
to  Kansas  City. 

The  Annual  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  covers  a  great  many 
pages  of  the  printed  Proceedings  and  is  a  complete  resume  of  his 
official  acts  during  the  year. 

He  submitted  twenty-nine  decisions.  More  than  twenty  of  them 
were  rulings  construing  Grand  Lodge  legislation  upon  the  liquor 
question. 
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Some  of  these  decisions,  while  only  of  local  application,  nevertheless 
present  some  amusing  and  well-nigh  microscopic  variations. 

A  waiter,  for-  instance,  at  an  Elks  Chih,  where  liquors  are  served 
to  members  onl\',  was  held  to  be  ineligible.  One,  however,  who  is 
employed  at  a  beer-bottling  works  was  looked  upon  favorably,  and  it 
was  denied  that  the  running  of  a  distillery  was  sufficient  grounds 
for  expulsion,  etc. 

The  Grand  Master  made  an  exhaustive  report  on  the  Conference 
of  Grand  Masters,  which  was  held  in  St.  Louis  in  May.  He  expressed 
a  belief  that  these  Annual  Conferences  are  of  great  value  and  should 
be  continued. 

Personally,  we  fail  to  see  what  particular  benefit  can  be  derived 
from  these  Annual  Conferences,  aside  from  the  social  features,  which 
are,  no  doubt,  enjoyable  to  those  permitted  to  participate  therein. 
There  is,  we  believe,  invariably,  at  these  Annual  Conferences,  a  resolution 
introduced  looking  to  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and 
at  each  conference  thus  far  these  resolutions  are  indignantly  repudiated, 
with  the  accompanying  declaration  that  nothing  is  intended  along  these 
lines.  In  fact,  these  denials  have  become  so  emphatic  and  frequent 
that  an  observer  is  almost  constrained  to  say,  with  the  poet,  "Methinks 
she  doth  protest  too  much." 

One  of  the  alleged  purposes  of  these  Conferences,  at  least  the  one 
that  is  most  persistently  advanced,  is  the  idea  of  securing  uniformity 
in  the  "work"  throughout  the  various  Jurisdictions,  as  well  as  uni- 
formity touching  such  questions  as  "penal  jurisdiction,"  etc. 

It  is  onr  belief  that  these  very  differences,  which  these  Solons 
complain  of,  constitute  one  of  the  distinctive  features  of  Freemasonry 
that  differentiates  our  Institution  from  modern  imitators,  and,  while 
these  immaterial  variations  exist,  and  must  exist  if  each  Grand  Lodge 
is  sovereign  and  independent,  yet  there  is  an  underlying  agreement  and 
harmony  in  the  great  essentials  which  are  common  to  Masonr}^  through- 
out the  world,  and  the  fact  that  the  "work"  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
instance,  may  differ  materially  from  the  "work"  of  California,  yet 
California  Masons  and  Pennsylvania  Masons  have  no  difficulty  in 
proving  to  each  other  that  they  are  all  members  of  the  same  great 
Fraternity. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  Alissouri  Masonry  is  its  magnil- 
icent  Masonic  Home.  The  matter  of  ])roviding  an  increased  income 
to  meet  the  increased  demands  upon  the  Home  came  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  its  serious  consideration,  and  several  plans  for  the  creation 
of  a  permanent  Endowment  Fund  for  the  Masonic  Home  were  sug- 
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gested  by  the  Grand  Master,  ranging  all  the  way  from  life  insurance 
to  bequests  by  will.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  plain,  every-day 
method  of  increasing  the  per  capita  tax  for  Home  purposes  will  be 
resorted  to. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Recognition  of  Foreign  Grand 
Lodges  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  National  and  Independent 
Grand  Lodge  of  France  and  her  Colonies,  alleging  as  a  reason  for  this 
that  England  and  Scotland  have  recognized  the  new  claimant.  It  is 
not  always  safe  to  base  action  in  matters  of  this  kind  upon  what 
England  or  Scotland  may  do  ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  pointed 
out  by  Brother  Gallagher  of  Massachusetts  that  England  had  probably 
not  recognized  this  Body  at  all ;  that  its  chief  officer  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  ;  that  the  new  Body  does  not 
consist  of  more  than  two  or  three  Lodges,  with  a  total  membership  of 
perhaps  less  than  seventy. 

If  Brother  Gallagher  is  not  mistaken  in  his  deductions,  and  he 
usually  is  very  accurate,  this  so-called  new  Grand  Lodge  possesses  small 
grounds  for  asking  recognition  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Craft 
Masonry  from  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world. 

The  Grand  Master's  suggestion  that  the  American  Flag  be  made 
a  part  of  the  Lodge  furniture  met  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Reverend 
C.  C.  Woods.  In  his  Introduction  he  refers,  among  other  things,  to 
the  subject  of  "Advertising  Our  Order,"  very  properly,  in  our  opinion, 
taking  a  strong  position  against  anything  along  these  lines.  He  speaks 
particularly  of  the  permission  so  often  asked  for  by  Lodges  in  certain 
Jurisdictions  of  attending  church  in  regalia,  and  while  he  is  himself  a 
minister  he  objects  seriously  to  this  as  an  infraction  of  good  taste. 

Freemasonry,  he  truthfully  avers,  does  not  need  any  advertising 
methods  to  advance  its  standard.  It  is  above  all  of  these  modern 
methods  of  attracting  attention. 

In  his  report  for  the  current  year  now  before  us,  he  reviews 
California  Proceedings  of  1913  very  generously. 

He  quotes  from  the  address  of  Past  Grand  Master  Filmer ;  he  refers 
in  complimentary  terms  to  our  Masonic  Homes,  and  our  disbursements 
in  general  along  the  line  of  good  will. 

At  the  election,  Most  Worshipful  Tolman  W.  Cotton,  Vanburen. 
Mo.,  was  elected  Grand  Master ;  Most  Worshipful  John  R.  Parson, 
St.  Louis,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
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MONTANA. 
1914. 

50th  Annual,  Butte,  September  16-17. 
Lodges,  81 ;  members,  8,226 ;  gain,  726. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Otto  F.  Wasmansdorff. 

In  the  opening  portion  of  his  Address,  referring  to  the  condition 
of  Masonry  within  the  Jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

"Throughout  our  Jurisdiction,  peace  and  harmony  prevail.  All 
are  busy  promulgating  the  principles  of  Masonry  within  the  tyled 
recesses  of  the  Lodge,  and  by  their  outward  demeanor  are  convinciu;; 
the  world  of  the  good  effects  of  our  philosophy  and  teachings.  Tn  the 
State  material  progress  has  been  made.  While  a  slight  depression  in 
business  activities  has  been  reported  in  our  sister  Jurisdictions,  Montana 
can  rejoice  in  the  continuation  of  prosperity.  Whatever  our  political 
or  racial  sympathies  may  be,  we  will  unite  in  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Being  for  the  fact  that,  as  a  nation,  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the 
world. 

"When  the  sound  of  musketry  reaches  us  from  the  South  and  the 
roar  of  cannon  on  the  European  continent  is  proving  to  us  that  man 
is  but  rrjortal  and  is  swaved  bv  the  human  emotions  of  hatred  and 
revenge,  we  are  reminded  that  Masonry  teaches  us  to  circumscribe 
our  passions  and  commands  us  to  refrain  from  any  violent  or  con- 
tentious altercations  with  our  fellowmen." 

Dispensations  to  form  five  new  Lodges  were  granted  within  the 
year. 

Cornerstone  ceremonies  were  held  by  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  two 
occasions,  and  in  other  respects  the  Grand  Master  was  busy  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  throughout  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  large  territorial  dimensions  of  Montana  and  the 
fact  that  the  Grand  Master,  at  the  outset,  realized  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  him  personally  to  visit  all  of  the  ninety  Lodges  scattered 
throughout  the  State,  he  devised  a  plan  to  call  upon  the  various  Past 
Grand  Masters  residing  in  the  various  parts  of  Montana  to  visit,  as  his 
proxy,  a  certain  number  of  Lodges  which  could  conveniently  lie  reached 
by  each  Past  Grand  Master  from  his  particular  home. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  administration  of 
Masonic  affairs  within  the  year  were  these  official  visits  by  Past 
Grand  Masters,  whereby  every  Lodge  in  the  State  was  officially  visited 
by  the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  creating  thereby  a  vast 
amount  of  Masonic  zeal  and  enthusiasm  throughout  the  State. 
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The  Reports  of  the  various  Past  Grand  Masters  to  the  Grand 
Master  of  their  visits  form  good  reading  for  the  outsider,  and  must 
be  exceedingly  interesting  locally. 

Tn  addition  to  the  regular  Report  of  the  Grand  Master,  brief  Reports 
were  rendered  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
and  the  Junior  Grand  Warden,  setting  forth  the  matters  of  a  Masonic 
nature  that  had  received  their  personal  attention  within  the  year. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home,  it  appears 
that  the  Home  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  especial  praise  is  accorded 
to  the  Superintendent,  whose  management,  it  is  stated,  has  been  very 
successful  from  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  financial  side. 

The  Grand  Master  attended  the  so-called  Conference  of  Grand 
Masters  at  St.  Louis  and  returned  to  his  Grand  Lodge  filled  with 
enthusiasm  for  these  meetings,  and  embodied  in  his  Address  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  Grand  Lodge  provide  for  tlie  attendance  at  any 
future  meetings  of  two  representatives  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Montana.  This  recommendation  was  reported  back  favorably  by  the 
Special  Committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  but  after  a  lengthy  discus- 
sion the  Report  of  the  Committee  was  laid  on  the  table,  which,  of 
course,  had  the  effect  of  turning  down  the  Grand  Master's  suggestion. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  H.  S.  Hepner,  Past  Grand  Master, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  opposed  very 
vigorously  the  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  providing  for  future 
representation  at  these  Conferences,  his  idea  being  that  the  latent 
purpose  of  these  Conferences  is  the  establishment  of  a  General  Grand 
Lodge,  to  which  he  is  naturally,  and  very  properly,  opposed,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  evidently  accepted  his  view  of  the  situation  and  declined 
to  commit  itself  to  support  these  Conferences  in  the  future. 

One  of  the  pleasing  Grand  Lodge  ceremonies  in  connection  with 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Montana  is  the  presentation  of  the  "signet  ring." 
that  is,  the  passing  from  one  Grand  Master  to  another  of  the  signet 
ring,  which  is  supposed  to  symbolize  consecration  to  duty,  and  is 
presented  by  each  Grand  Master  to  his  successor,  who  receives  the 
ring  with  full  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  which  the  ring 
symbolizes. 

The  presentation  at  this  time  was  made,  of  course,  by  the  retiring 
Grand  Master.  P)rother  Wasmansdorff.  in  well-chosen  w^ords.  The 
ring  was  received  l)y  the  newly-elected  Grand  Master,  Lewis  A.  Smith 
of  Butte,  who  voiced  his  acceptance  and  appreciation  in  a  fitting  and 
proper  manner. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  H.  S. 
Hepner,  it  being,  as  he  states,  his  "sixth  offering." 
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In  the  opening  paragraphs  of  his  Fntrcxhiclion,  we  find  tlic  following: 

"Aside  from  the  guerrilla  warfare  in  Alexieo,  i)eaee  again  reigns 
all  over  the  world;  the  harking  of  the  P)alkan  dogs  of  war  has  ceased, 
and  readjustment  of  houn(lar\'  lines  of  nations  is  th(>  only  result 
achieved  from  the  large  loss  of  life  and  pro])crty ;  humanity  has  not 
advanced  in  the  least  through  this  strife  of  arms  and  we  trust  that 
hereafter  no  more  recourse  will  he  had  to  the  hullet  and  the  hayonet 
in  settling  controversies  among  nations." 

Among  the  paragraphs  of  his  Conclusion  are  the  following: 

"Amidst  peace  and  serenity  we  commenced  the  foregoing  reviews 
and  as  we  write  the  last  'latest  war  news'  is  the  constant  inquiry  of 
mankind. 

"Practically  the  entire  continent  of  Europe,  with  England  thrown 
in,  and  Japan  barking  at  her  side,  is  engaged  in  a  tremendous,  awful 
and  what  appears  to  us  a  most  unholy  and  uncalled  for  warfare  ;  the 
cause  or  provocation  is  veiled  in  the  obscurity  of  European  diplomacy. 

"Millions  of  armed  men  front  each  other  in  battle  array  and  ere 
the  conflict  is  over  the  advance  of  European  civilization  will  be 
retarded  by  a  century. 

"We  are  amazed  at  the  sudden  loosening  of  the  hell-hounds  of  war 
on  the  part  of  highly  civilized  nations  in  this  day  and  generation,  when 
all  the  world  has  been  preaching  and  teaching  peace,  and  the  dove  was 
rapidly  becoming  the  favorite  national  emblematical  bird. 

"Retrogression  seems  to  be  in  the  ascendancv  just  now." 

The  mighty  change  in  world  affairs  is  well  represented  by  the 
statements  found  in  the  beginning  and  at  the  close  of  Brother  Hepner's 
Report.  In  the  brief  space  of  a  few  months  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  this  Report  the  world  had  passed  from  a  condition  of  smiling  peace 
to  the  dreadful  contortions  of  horrible  and  appalling  war. 

Brother  Hepner's  Report  is,  as  usual,  extremely  interesting  and 
made  up  of  well-chosen  selections  and  intelligent  and  instructive  com- 
ment. 

California,  1913,  is  considered.  Some  fine  quotations  are  made 
from  the  most  eloquent  Address  of  Brother  Samuel  M.  Shortridge. 
delivered  at  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  Masonic  Temple  in 
San  Francisco. 

Quotations  were  also  made  from  the  Annual  Address  of  Grand 
Master  Filmer,  and  the  Oration  of  Brother  William  Rhodes  Hervey 
is  referred  to  as  "eloquent  and  scholarly,"  and  a  liberal  quotation 
made  therefrom. 

M.".  W.'.  Lewis  A.  Smith,  Butte,  Grand  Master. 

R.'.  W.*.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEBRASKA. 
1914. 

57th  Annual,  Omaha,  June  9-10. 
Lodges,  255;  members,  21,122;  net  gain,  978. 

The  Grand  Master,  Alpha  Morgan,  presided,  and  there  were 
present  eleven  Grand  Officers,  twenty-two  Past  Grand  Masters,  and 
representatives  of  240  of  the  255  chartered  Lodges.  There  were  cer- 
tainly represented  a  very  high  percentage  of  the  chartered  Lodges, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of 
]\Iasonry  that  must  prevail  in  this  splendid  Jurisdiction. 

Nebraska  is  justly  proud  of  its  Masonic  Home,  and  the  Grand 
Master  refers  to  the  splendid  work  which  the  Home  is  performing  and 
voices  his  appreciation  of  the  service  which  is  being  performed  by 
the  Superintendent  and  Trustees. 

From  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  it  appears  that  the  year 
was  one  of  activity ;  dispensations  to  the  number  of  not  less  than  seven 
were  issued  to  form  new  Lodges ;  cornerstone  ceremonies  to  the  number 
of  eight  were  performed  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  several  Lodges  were 
constituted  that  had  at  the  preceding  Annual  Communication  received 
charters ;  at  least  one  Masonic  Hall  was  dedicated,  and  a  large  number 
of  official  visitations  were  made. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  feelingly  to  the  death  within  the  year 
of  one  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  Jurisdiction,  Most  Worshipful 
Samuel  W.  Hayes.    He  passed  to  his  reward  on  November  15,  1913. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  in  his  Address  to  the  request  he  had 
received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  to  join  in  a  movement 
looking  to  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  This  request 
was,  in  due  course,  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  which  rendered 
a  unanimous  Report,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  declining 
the  invitation  and  stating  as  the  conclusion  of  their  Report  that  the 
"Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Nebraska  is  a  sovereign  body  and  will  never 
yield  its  sovereignty."  And  yet,  these  Annual  Conferences  of  Grand 
Masters  tend  to  this  very  end,  and,  we  believe,  there  has  not  yet  been 
one  of  these  Conferences,  after,  perhaps,  the  first  one  or  two,  which 
were  called  for  an  entirely  different  purpose,  that  has  not  had  pre- 
sented a  resolution,  which  resolution  has,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in 
each  instance  been  turned  down,  advocating  and  urging  the  formation 
of  such  a  body. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  closing  his  Address,  makes  use  of  some 
fine  phrases  in  picturing  the  spirit  of  Freemasonry.    He  calls  attention 
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to  that  aspect  of  our  teaching  which  inculcates  that  the  spirit  of 
Masonry  should  not  be  confined  to  the  lodge  room,  nor  even  to  our  own 
membership,  and  that  we  owe  an  active  duty,  not  a  passive  one,  to 
humanity. 

He  conceives  that  we  are  living  today  in  a  formative  age ;  that 
civil  government  in  State  and  Nation  seeks  regeneration ;  that  the 
present  expressions  of  discontent  are  because  of  the  aspirations  of 
man  for  something  better,  and  that  that  something  may  be  found  in 
the  teachings  of  Masonry,  based  upon  the  universal  Fatherhood  and 
the  universal  Brotherhood. 

He  sees  that  the  highest  ideals  of  yesterday,  and  perhaps  even  of 
today,  are  found  in  the  law  of  reason,  tempered  by  justice,  but  that 
the  higher  ideals  of  tomorrow  will  express  the  justice  of  civil  govern- 
ment, tempered  with  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  and  that  in  this 
ideal  of  tomorrow  we,  as  Masons,  are  unconsciously  playing  our  part. 

He  finds  that  the  spirit  of  equality  in  our  Fraternity,  which 
eliminates  the  inequalities  of  birth  and  environment,  and  where  all 
meet  upon  the  level,  and  where  the  only  real  badge  of  distinction  is 
that  of  character,  is  the  true  spirit  that  will  lead  the  race  onward  and 
upward.  In  the  past  he  conceives  that  the  spirit  of  Masonry  has  been 
as  the  candle  to  civil  liberty,  lighting  its  devious  pathway  step  by  step, 
and  that  in  the  readjustment  of  civil  conditions,  if  this  spirit  can 
dominate  the  age  which  we  are  entering  upon,  the  generation  just 
before  us  will  write  the  brightest  page  in  the  world's  history. 

Under  Decisions,  Grand  Master  Morgan  said :  "I  have  made  very 
few  decisions,  and  what  I  have  made  were  more  in  the  nature  of 
interpretations  of  the  law  than  otherwise." 

Among  his  decisions  was  one  to  the  effect  that  an  objection  to 
*the  advancement  of  the  candidate,  made  to  the  Master-elect  before  his 
installation,  need  not  be  observed ;  and  the  three  remaining  decisions 
related  to  interpretations  of  local  law  touching  visible  physical  defects, 
etc. 

Brother  Chas.  N.  Shepard  delivered  an  oration  on  "Brotherhood 
and  Immortality."  The  effort  was  a  studied  one,  but  was  apparently 
greatly  appreciated,  as  at  its  close  the  Orator  received  a  standing  vote 
of  thanks,  with  a  request  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  effort  for  publication 
in  the  Proceedings. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Charles  J.  Phelps.    The  Report  possesses  the  quality  of  brevity,  but  is 
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withal  an  excellent  document,  with  crisp  allusions  to  the  doings  of 
other  Jurisdictions  and  salient  points  culled  therefrom. 

California,  1913,  is  briefly  alluded  to. 

M.'.  W.'.  Thomas  W.  Davis,  Beaver  City,  Grand  Master. 
R.'.  W.'.  Francis  E.  White.  Omaha.  Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA. 
1914. 

50th  Annual.  Reno,  June  9,  10,  11. 
Lodges,  25;  members,  1,939;  net  gain,  33. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Grand  Master 
Most  Worshipful  William  M.  David.  There  were  present  thirteen 
Past  Grand  Masters  and  representatives  of  twenty-one  out  of  the 
twenty-five  chartered  Lodges. 

As  distinguished  visitors  there  were  present  at  this  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Grand  Lodge  our  own  Most  Worshipful  John  D.  Mur- 
phey,  at  that  time  Grand  Master  of  California,  and  our  Very  Worshipful 
Grand  Lecturer  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

From  an  inspection  of  "Fifty  Years  of  Masonry  in  Nevada,"  a 
paper  by  Worshipful  Brother  Lloyd  B.  Thomas,  we  can  readily  believe 
that  Nevada  Masons  may  feel  a  splendid  pride  in  the  Masonry  of  that 
State. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  David  is  an  excellent  paper,  which 
ranks  high  among  the  addresses  of  Grand  Masters  for  the  current 
year. 

He  refers  somewhat  at  length  to  the  Trowel  &  Square  Club,  an 
organization  made  up  of  Masons  from  the  faculty  and  students  from  the 
State  Lhiiversity  at  Reno.  The  aims  and  purposes  of  this  club  are 
certainly  very  laudable  and  justify  proper  encouragement. 

In  connection  with  the  surrender  of  the  charter  of  one  of  the 
Lodges  that  had  fallen  into  decay  because  of  unfortunate  civic  condi- 
tions of  the  town  in  which  the  Lodge  was  located,  the  Grand  Master 
stated  that,  while  he  had  no  intention  of  criticising  the  earlier  citizens 
of  the  State,  yet  he  ventured  to  say  that  many  of  the  things  done 
by  them  in  earlier  and  rougher  days  would  not  pass  muster  at  the 
present  time,  and  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Masons  of  Nevada 
would  not   shirk  the   responsibility   of  taking  a   prominent   part  in 
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stamping  out  the  evils  which  exist  in  cert<';in  towns  of  tlie  far  West 
and  which  are  inherited  from  earlier  (hiys. 

Nevada  is  one  of  the  States  that  carries  no  liquor  legislation  iri 
its  Masonic  Code.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  (Irand  Master  urges 
the  Lodges  to  he  vigilant  along  these  lines,  refusing  to  accept  applica- 
tions for  memhership  from  saloonkeepers  or  other  undcsirahle  citizens. 

He  deprecates  the  use  of  liquor  at  banquets  and  urges  Nevada  to 
fall  in  line  with  other  Jurisdictions  that  have  placed  the  stamp  of 
disapproval  upon  the  whole  liquor  business. 

Referring  to  the  question  of  a  Masonic  Home,  he  doubts  the 
wisdom  of  a  Jurisdiction  no  larger  numerically  than  Nevada  to  enter 
upon  a  project  of  so  serious  a  financial  character;  and  we  think  there 
will  be  little  disagreement  with  the  Grand  Master  upon  this  subject  by 
those  who  possess  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  Masonic 
Homes  drawn  from  actual  experience. 

The  Home  project  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  splendid  adjunct  to  large 
Jurisdictions  that  have  means  of  obtaining  ample  funds,  but  for 
Jurisdictions  having  only  a  few  thousand  members  there  is,  we  believe, 
no  justification  in  embarking  upon  the  undertaking. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  a  few  decisions,  most  of  them 
construing  local  law.  One  decision,  which  may  be  of  general  interest 
and  which  was  approved  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  and  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  which  was  undoul)tedly  correct,  is  as  follows  : 

"EXAMINATION  OF  VISITORS 

"Decision  No.  2 — 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Master  to  appoint  all  committees  to 
examine  visitors,  which  shall  be  done  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
visitor  presents  himself;  and  such  committee  will  report  their  findings 
to  the.  Lodge,  and  must  vouch  for  the  visitor,  after  such  report  is 
made,  either  to  the  Senior  Deacon,  who  can  introduce  the  visitor,  or 
the  committee  may  personally  introduce  the  visitor  to  the  Lodge. 

"It  is  not  lawful  for  the  Master  and  two  brethren  to  examine  a 
visitor  outside  the  Lodge  room  (premises),  nor  for  any  brother  to  do 
so  at  the  request  or  with  the  permission  of  the  Master ;  nor  is  it  lawful 
for  three  brethren  to  constitute  themselves  such  a  committee  and 
examine  a  visitor  outside  the  Lodge  room  (premises),  or  between  meet- 
ings, and  then  give  the  Tyler  instructions  to  admit  such  visitor  without 
further  ceremony,  he  being  deemed  proficient." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  for  the  eleventh  time 
presented  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Edward 
D.  Vanderlieth,  whose  official  title  is  "Commissioner  of  Review." 
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His  comments  cover  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  He  touches  with 
discrimination  upon  the  outstanding  features  of  the  different  Jurisdic- 
tions and  discovers  in  all  of  them  something  of  especial  interest. 

California,  1913.  is  fraternally  considered.  He  finds  especial  merit 
in  the  Oration  of  Grand  Orator  William  Rhodes  Hervey  and  makes 
a  liberal  quotation  therefrom. 

In  his  "Conclusion"  he  refers  to  the  battle  against  intoxicating 
liquors,  but  questions  the  wisdom  of  too  much  legislation  looking  to 
the  diminution  of  the  ancient  and,  as  he  believes,  inherent  rights  of 
Subordinate  Lodges  to  select  and  be  the  judges  of  their  own  material. 

He  observes  what  others  have  likewise  taken  notice  of,  that 
ciphers  and  keys,  which  some  Jurisdictions  have  given  official  recogni- 
tion to,  have  fallen  by  the  wayside.  He  notes  that  there  is  a  tendency 
toward  lessening  the  rigor  heretofore  exercised  by  so  many  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  matter  of  visible  physical  defects,  believing,  as  most  of 
us  do,  that  the  prime  question  should  be,  rather,  what  are  the  internal 
qualifications,  instead  of  how  does  a  man  look  physically. 

His  observations  upon  other  topics  are  timely  and  made  with 
discriminating  judgment. 

At  the  annual  election  M.".  W-'-  Theodore  J.  Steinmetz  of  Reno 
was  chosen  Grand  Master ;  Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  Carson  City, 
re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 
1914. 

47th  Annual,  Fredericton,  August  25-26. 
Lodges,  40 ;  members,  3,539 ;  gain,  192. 

A  Special  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  celebra- 
tion of  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day.  The  celebration  took  place  on 
Sunday.  June  21,  which  was  the  Sunday  nearest  the  Festival  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist.  The  Communication  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  a  special  service,  which  was  done  by  the  Very  Reverend 
Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  R.  A.  Armstrong,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church. 
The  sermon  delivered  by  Rev.  Armstrong  is  printed  in  full  in  the 
Proceedings  and  is  well  worthy  perusal. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  opening  his  Address  at  the  Annual  Com- 
munication, states  that  the  Grand  Lodge  meets  for  the  first  time  in 
Annual  Communication  in  Fredericton,  capital  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick, 
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He  refers  to  the  beautiful  situation  of  the  city  of  Fredericton,  on 
the  banks  of  a  great  river,  amidst  encircling  hills,  and  then  he  ventures 
the  prediction  that  all  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  carry  away 
with  them  pleasant  memories  of  the  city  and  of  the  people. 

Within  his  year  as  Grand  Master  he  visited  officially  probably 
half  of  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  otherwise  active  in 
carrying  forward  the  work  of  Masonry  within  the  Province.  He  issued 
one  dispensation  to  form  a  new  Lodge,  known  as  Sunberry  Lodge,  at 
Fredericton  Junction. 

The  Reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the 
Board  of  General  Purposes  disclose  a  healthful  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction,  which,  while  small,  is  nevertheless 
performing  creditably  the  functions  of  Freemasonry  within  the  Juris- 
diction. 

At  the  election  Most  Worshipful  Hedley  V.  B.  Bridges,  LL.D., 
Fredericton,  was  elected  Grand  Master ;  Right  Worshipful  J.  Twining 
Hartt,  St.  John,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
1915. 

126th  Annual,  Concord,  May  19. 
Lodges,  80 ;  members,  10,782 ;  gain,  128. 

The  feature  in  this  Jurisdiction  is  the  Semi-annual  Communication, 
which  is  even  more  largely  attended  than  the  Annual.  The  Semi-annual 
Communication  was  held  on  December  29,  1914,  at  which  time  the 
three  degrees  of  Masonry  were  exemplified  by  three  different  Lodges 
selected  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  for  the  purpose.  The  "work"  was  duly 
criticised  and  commended.  The  feature  of  these  Semi-annual  Communi- 
cations is  a  Feast  or  Banquet,  which,  as  usual,  took  place  at  this  time. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  the  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  Stephen  S.  Jewett,  delivered  an  address  covering  his  official 
acts  within  the  year  preceding.  He  commented  at  the  outset  of  his 
Address  upon  the  eventful  year  which  had  just  passed,  contrasting  the 
world  conditions  as  they  existed  when  the  Grand  Lodge  met  in  the 
same  hall  a  year  before  with  the  conditions  as  they  exist  today ;  and 
he  stated  what  was  quite  true,  that  no  one  even  dreamed  that  within 
the  space  of  a  year  the  world,  which  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
at  peace,  should,  within  the  brief  space  of  time  between  the  two  sessions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  become  involved  in  the  most  sanguinary  and 
destructive  war  in  all  history. 
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He  drew  attention  to  what  so  many  comment  upon,  that  we,  as 
Americans,  may  rejoice  that  conditions  here  are  so  radically  different 
from  those  which  exist  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  that,  while 
that  continent  is  involved  in  such  an  awful  struggle,  where  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  lives  are  sacrificed,  we  in  America  are  enjoying 
the  beneficence  which  comes  as  a  reward  of  peace ;  and  that  it  is  not 
possible  for  any  hereditary  ruler  in  America  to  plunge  the  continent 
into  bloody  warfare  to  gratify  his  lust  for  power. 

Grand  Master  Jewett  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  character  of  the 
Masonry  of  his  Jurisdiction.  He  had  been  strongly  impressed,  so  he 
states,  within  the  year  that  he  has  presided  in  the  Grand  East,  with 
the  fidelity  of  the  various  Lodges  a'ong  all  lines  tending  to  support  the 
grand  principles  that  are  set  fortli  in  the  ritual  and  work;  he  voiced 
his  conviction  that  the  Masonic  Fraternity  is  the  greatest  bulwark  for 
the  general  good  of  this  country  that  is  in  existence  today,  and  he 
ventures  to  say  that  New  Hampshire  Masons  are  fully  alive  to  their 
duties  and  obligations,  and  will  always  be  found  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder  and  showing  by  their  conduct  and  action  that  the  Fraternity 
to  which  they  belong  is  not  for  mere  empty  show. 

Certain  Special  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held 
within  the  year  for  various  purposes ;  for  instance,  for  the  dedication 
of  a  certain  Masonic  hall ;  for  purposes  of  instruction,  etc. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  Masonic  Home,  and  states  that 
under  the  able  management  of  the  distinguished  members  of  the 
Fraternity  who  have  it  in  charge  the  home  is  keeping  up  the  high 
standard  of  its  good  work. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  George  Washington  National 
Memorial  Association  and  to  the  report  of  his  proxy.  Brother  Francis 
J.  Woodman,  who  attended  the  meeting,  the  Grand  Master  himself  not 
being  able  to  be  present. 

The  Masonic  War  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  of 
America  addressed  the  Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire,  as  it  has 
all  of  the  Grand  Masters,  appealing  for  contributions  for  the  purpose 
of  making  concerted  effort  among  Masonic  bodies  of  the  United  States 
and  among  Freemasons  to  afford  relief.  New  Hampshire  responded 
generously  to  this  appeal. 

Personally,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  appeal  for  aid  for 
Masonic  sufferers  in  the  European  war  is  premature.  The  nations 
that  are  at  war  are  able,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  take  care  of  the 
distress  incident  to  the  great  conflict,  and  do  not  welcome  interference 
from  the  outside.    Later  on,  when  the  war  is  over,  there  may  be  work 
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that  the  great  Masonic  Fraternity  of  ^Vmcrica  can  do.  bnt  until  that 
time  comes  it  is  probably  better  to  maintain  a  position  of  strict 
neutrality. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  l)y  Most  Worshipful 
Harry  M.  Cheney,  Past  Grand  Master,  it  being  his  ninth  production. 

He  reviews  in  an  interesting  and  instructive  manner  the  doings 
of  other  Grand  Lodges ;  his  comments  and  quotations  are  made  with 
intelligence  and  discernment. 

From  his  Introduction,  we  quote  : 

"The  vital  thing  wliich  Freemasonry  does  to  a  worth-while  man 
is  to  give  him  opportunities.  It  confers  no  powers,  creates  no  caste, 
eimobles  no  life,  save  only  as  service  and  sacrifice  does  these  things. 
This  is  the  excuse  for  the  existence  of  our  Fraternity.  This  is  the 
mainspring  of  our  Institution.  This  is  why  men,  good  and  true,  cast 
their  lot  with  us. 

"You  cannot  read  what  I  have  read  in  the  last  twelve  months 
witliout  believing  that  Freemasonry  is  performing  its  mission. 

"Isn't  it  glorious  to  be  a  part  of  it?" 

California  is  omitted  from  his  Report.  Our  Proceedings  evidentl\' 
did  not  reach  his  table. 

M.*.  W.'.  Stephen  S.  JewETT,  Laconia,  re-elected  Grand  Master. 
M.'.  W-*-  Harry  M.  Cheney,  Concord,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY. 
1915. 

128th  Annual,  Trenton,  April  21-22. 
Lodges,  194 ;  members,  40.569 ;  gain,  1,895. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Charles  P.  Russ,  Grand  Master. 

There  was  a  full  list  of  Grand  Officers  present,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  189  out  of  194  chartered  Lodges,  only  five  Lodges  unrepre- 
sented ;  certainly  a  splendid  record. 

As  the  Grand  Master  was  about  to  call  the  Grand  Lodge  to  order, 
Grand  Treasurer  Buck  addressed  him  and  presented  him  with  a  gavel 
made  from  wood  used  in  the  construction  of  the  old  battleship  Wabash, 
built  in  1858,  and  afterwards  mustered  in  as  a  flagship  during  the  war 
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of  1861.  The  Grand  Master  accepted  the  gavel  and  expressed  his 
appreciation  in  fitting  words. 

In  opening  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  said  : 

"Each  year  carries  with  it  new  duties  and  problems,  new  sorrows 
and  pleasures  in  which  all  must  share;  constantly  we  arc  taught  to 
realize  that  the  strongest  link  in  the  chain  that  binds  us  together  is 
that  of  Brotherly  Love  and  good  fellowship,  unity  and  sincerity  of 
purpose  in  the  achievement  of  right  living  is  essential  to  our  advance- 
ment, without  wliich  we  will  rapidly  drift  upon  the  shoals  of  retro- 
gression. 

"Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty,  those  wonderful  attributes,  are 
with  us  now,  as  we  hope  they  will  be  eternally.  The  Wisdom  to 
determine  that  which  is  hallowed  above  and  beyond  ;  the  Strength  to 
magnify  our  efforts  toward  our  being's  inevitable  termination,  and  the 
Beauty  of  a  life's  adherence  to  a  purity  of  aim  and  nobility  of 
execution  to  lay  at  His  feet." 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  feelingly  refers  to  the  death 
within  the  year  of  Most  Worshipful  Joseph  W.  Congdon,  Past  Grand 
Master. 

The  Grand  Master  made  numerous  visits  to  other  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions; for  instance,  he  attended  the  Conference  of  Grand  Masters  held 
in  St.  Louis ;  he  was  present  as  a  guest  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundred  years  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  LTnited  States ;  he  visited  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  of  Delaware,  accompanied  by  several  distinguished  brethren  ; 
he  also  visited  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 18,  1914,  he  met  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  George  Freifeld, 
Grand  Master  of  New  York,  and  with  him  attended  a  Communication 
of  Lodge  No.  92  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  celebration  of  the  raising 
of  their  five  hundredth  member. 

The  affairs  of  the  Masonic  Home  are  referred  to  as  in  a  prosperous 
and  satisfactory  condition,  there  being  scarcely  a  ripple  of  friction 
or  discontent  to  mar  the  placidity  of  the  surface  of  the  home  establish- 
ment, which  continues  to  carry  out  its  magnificent  work  in  a  truly 
laudable  and  Masonic  manner. 

Through  the  Masonic  zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Masonic  Historical 
Association  the  "Old  Masonic  Temple"  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  the 
first  Masonic  building  in  that  section  of  the  State,  having  been  erected 
in  1793,  was  secured  and  restored,  and  the  building  was  turned  over 
by  the  Masonic  Historical  Association  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
accepted  the  gift  with  appropriate  resolutions  of  thanks  and  appreciation. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  the  Chair- 
man, Most  Worshipful  Robert  A.  Shirrefs,  Past  Grand  Master.  The 
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usual  American  and  foreign  Jurisdictions  are  reviewed  in  a  concise 
and  intelligent  manner,  for  in  practicing  brevity  essentials  have  not 
been  sacrificed. 

California,  1914,  is  generously  reviewed.  Very  liberal  quotations  are 
made  from  Grand  Master  Murphey's  Address.  California's  generosity 
is  referred  to,  as  disclosed  particularly  in  the  Reports  of  the  various 
Boards  of  Relief,  the  Employment  Bureaus,  etc. 

M.'.  W-'.  Edward  M.  Searing.  Trenton.  Grand  Master. 
M.*.  W.*.  Theo  B.  Townley,  Trenton,  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  MEXICO. 
1914. 

27th  Annual,  Albuquerque,  October  19,  20,  21. 
Lodges,  41 ;  members,  3,361 ;  net  gain,  153. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Nathan  Jaffa,  Grand  Master. 

At  the  Communication  fifteen  Grand  Officers,  nine  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  representatives  of  thirty-three  of  the  forty-one  chartered 
Lodges  were  present. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a  number  of  decisions,  which  appeared 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Jurisdiction,  decisions  of  a 
local  nature,  and  were  all  sustained  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee 
and  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

A  motion  to  appropriate  $500  in  aid  of  the  distressed  and  destitute 
Masons  of  Belgium  was  defeated,  but  in  lieu  thereof  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : 

"Be  it  resolved.  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  constituent  Lodges  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  requesting 
each  to  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  all 
distressed  Masons  and  their  families  in  the  war  zone  of  Europe,  with 
power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  act." 

A  resolution  that  each  District  Deputy  should  be  furnished  with  a 
cipher  to  the  secret  work  was  proposed  but  defeated  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 


98 


REPORT   ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Report  on  Correspondence  was,  as  has  heen  the  case  for 
several  years  past,  by  Brother  James  H.  Wroth,  although  he  states 
that  he  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  Brother  George  Clififord. 

Brother  Wroth  is  one  of  our  most  capable  Masonic  reviewers,  and 
we  trust  it  may  not  be  true,  as  the  Proceedings  seem  to  indicate,  that 
Brother  Wroth  has  resigned  as  Chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Com- 
mittee and  w'ill  not,  therefore,  give  us  any  more  of  his  splendid  pro- 
ductions. 

Brother  Wroth  does  not  hesitate  to  take  the  position  strongly 
against  the  Oregon  suggestion  of  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  his  view 
being  that  it  is  one  of  the  worst  things  that  could  possibly  occur.  He 
does  not  have  much  use  for  identification  cards,  and  holds  the  opinion, 
with  plenty  of  others,  that  it  is  almost  one  of  the  landmarks  of  Masonry 
that  a  Mason  has  the  right  to  travel  and  to  carry  the  evidence  of  his 
Masonry  in  his  head  and  not  in  his  pocketbook. 

Brother  Wroth  1)clieves  that  descent  from  Scottish  Rite  Masonry 
is  just  as  good,  so  far  as  establishing  a  title  of  regularity  in  a  Grand 
Lodge  is  concerned,  as  descent  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  or 
Ireland,  or  Scotland. 

We  may  disagree  with  Brother  Wroth  on  this  subject,  but  admit 
very  freely  that  his  ideas  upon  most  subjects  are  very  sound,  and  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  very  serious  regret  if  he  abandons  his  position  of 
Correspondence  Committee  of  his  3tate. 

Raleigh  F.  Hare,  State  College,  Grand  Master. 
Alphus  a.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 
1914. 

26th  Annual,  Sydney.  June  24. 
Lodges,  225  ;  members.  20,447;  gain,  1,749. 

In  common. with  all  of  the  Australian  Grand  Lodges,  Communica- 
tions are  held  quarterly,  and  the  Proceedings  before  us  cover  the  four 
Quarterly  Communications  ending  with  June,  1914. 

These  Communications  are  devoted  principally  to  the  acceptance 
and  adoption  of  Reports  of  the  Boards  of  General  Purposes,  the  balance 
sheets  of  the  various  Funds,  the  listing  of  "apologies,"  in  other  words, 
excuses  of  those  members  who  arc  unable  to  be  present,  brief  addresses 
from  Grand  Masters,  and  records  of  Ceremonies  of  Installation. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  has  been  only  twenty-six 
years  in  existence,  yet  it  has  total  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  various 
Funds  of  $200,000. 

In  common  with  other  Australian  Grand  Lodges,  it  has  the  system 
of  so-called  annuities,  which  are  apportioned  to  the  Orphans  of  the 
Jurisdictions,  needy  Masons,  etc.,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is 
practically  nil. 

From  1888  to  1914,  as  shown  in  one  of  the  Reports  in  the  present 
volume,  i90,264  Sterling,  equivalent  to  nearly  $450,000,  had  been 
disbursed  as  charity  from  the  various  Funds. 

It  is  customary  in  practically  all  of  the  Australian  Jurisdictions 
to  re-elect  the  Grand  Master  year  after  year,  and  as  a  rule  he  is  some 
high  functionary  of  the  government,  and  in  most  cases  sent  out  from 
the  Home  Government  in  England. 

Among  the  Grand  Masters  who  have  served  in  this  Jurisdiction  are 
Lord  Jersey,  Sir  Robert  Duff,  Sir  Joseph  Abbott,  John  Remington, 
Sir  Harry  Rosson,  Montgomery  Hamilton  and  Lord  Chalmsford.  The 
present  Grand  Master,  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Chas.  U.  Carruthers, 
appears  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule  and  is,  we  believe,  a  bona  fide 
resident  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

There  is  a  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  prepared  by  a 
number  of  members,  which  consists  of  a  review  in  excellent  form  of 
the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions  throughout  the  world. 

California,  1913.  is  generously  considered.  Complimentary  reference 
is  made  to  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Filmer,  and  a  brief  resume 
made  of  the  Proceedings  of  that  year. 

R.".  W.'.  Bro.  Chas.  U.  Carruthers,  Sydney,  Grand  Master. 
Arthur  H.  Bray,  Sydney,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  YORK. 
1915. 

134th  Annual,  New  York  City,  May  4. 
Lodges,  837;  members,  192,463;  gain,  6,284  . 

The  opening  pages  of  the  volume  of  Proceedings  of  1915  are 
devoted  to  a  discourse  by  the  Grand  Master  entitled  "A  Plea  for  Peace 
to  Free  and  Accepted  Masons." 
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The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Annual  Address,  pays  high  tribute  to 
the  fraternal  dead  within  the  year,  reciting  in  particular  the  service 
to  the  Craft  of  the  Right  Worshipful  William  J.  Duncan,  Past  Grand 
Librarian,  who  died  at  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica  on  May  14,  1914. 

The  Grand  Master  sets  forth  a  long  list  of  ceremonies  conducted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  under  his  direction  within  the  year;  the  one  event 
that  stands  out  most  prominently  of  all  being  the  official  visit  paid  by 
the  Grand  Master,  accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica  on  June  21,  being 
the  Sunday  nearest  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  Day, 

One  of  the  great  works  of  this  Jurisdiction  is  the  task  of  liquidat- 
ing the  indebtedness  outstanding  against  the  vast  temple  properties  in 
New  York  City,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  undertaking  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction,  the  so-called  redemption 
fund  contributed  in  the  two  preceding  years  is  $428,305.80,  of  which 
more  than  half  was  realized  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  great  purpose  involved  in  all  of  these  financial  transactions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  the  carrying  forward  of  the  stupendous  operations 
of  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica. 

The  Home  now  contains  nearly  500  adults  and  children,  a  larger 
number,  we  believe  than  are  sheltered  in  any  other  Masonic  institution 
in  the  world.  This  institution  and  the  vast  establishment  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  under  the  care  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State, 
we  believe,  are  the  largest  two  Masonic  charities  in  the  world. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  war  in  Europe  and  to  the  awful 
sacrifices  which  it  involves,  and  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
principles  of  Masonry  will  be  applied  in  the  dealings  of  nations  one 
with  another,  the  same  as  they  are  now  supposed  to  apply  in  the 
relations  of  individual  Masons  one  with  another. 

The  efforts  of  not  only  Masons  but  every  one  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  humanity  should,  in  his  judgment,  be  addressed  towards 
the  end  of  bringing  about,  if  possible,  an  early  peace.  Under  his 
directions  certain  of  the  Grand  Chaplains  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  com- 
posed for  use  in  all  of  the  Lodges  of  the  State,  a  prayer  for  peace, 
which,  if  ofttimes  repeated  in  the  Lodges  by  Masons,  as  expressive 
of  their  yearning  for  the  return  of  peace  and  good  will  among  men, 
might  reach  the  hearts  of  those  responsible  for  the  avv^ful  war. 

Personally,  we  exceedingly  doubt  if  this  so-called  prayer  for 
peace  will  have  any  material  effect  upon  the  belligerent  nations  of 
Europe,  nevertheless  the  principle  involved  in  the  preparation  of  this 
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so-called  prayer  is  good,  and  the  prayer  itself  can  do  no  harm  to  the 
individuals  uttering  it,  even  if  it  does  not  produce  any  effect  towards 
ending  the  war. 

Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  to  the  number  of  fifteen  were 
issued  by  the  Grand  Master  within  the  year. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  excellent  Address,  the  Grand  Master 
states  that,  having  reviewed  the  events  and  work  of  the  year,  he 
bespeaks  courage  on  the  part  of  the  great  Fraternity  to  go  forward  to 
greater  achievements. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Fraternity  has  advanced 
substantially  in  numbers  and  in  moral  and  spiritual  strength.  Much, 
he  states,  has  been  accomplished  in  the  years  that  have  passed,  and 
expresses  the  belief  that  greater  work  in  the  future  awaits  the 
industry,  vitality  and  life  exemplified  by  the  Fraternity,  and  urges  all 
to  apply  these  qualities  with  "freedom,  fervency  and  zeal  with  the 
satisfied  assurances  that  when  night  cometh  well  earned  rest  will  be 
the  reward." 

An  examination  of  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  various  Funds,  which 
is  presented  in  the  present  Report,  affords  convincing  evidence  of  the 
magnificent  scale  on  which  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are 
conducted. 

The  total  of  the  various  Funds  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  properties,  cash  and  securities,  amounts  to  $5,417,528.19.  Against  this 
are  certain  liabilities,  consisting  principally  of  indebtedness  against 
the  Masonic  Temple  properties  in  New  York  City,  but  by  means  of 
the  so-called  Redemption  Fund,  now  in  process  of  accumulation,  it  is 
expected  that  this  indebtedness  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  liquidated,  and 
when  this  takes  place  the  assets  belonging  to  this  Jurisdiction  will 
show  an  aggregate  value  of  probably  not  less  than  $6,000,000.00,  from 
which  one  may  justly  conclude  that  Masonry  in  such  States  as  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  is  not  only  a  great  Fraternal  and  Beneficent 
Organization,  but  great  business  organization  as  well,  the  business,  of 
course,  being  the  administration  of  exalted  charity. 

The  custom  in  New  York  is  to  refer  legal  questions  to  an  official 
known  as  the  Judge  Advocate.  The  Judge  Advocate  acts  only  in  an 
advisory  capacity,  his  opinions  not  to  have  the  force  of  decisions  until 
approved  by  the  Grand  Master,  when  they  become  in  effect  such  deci- 
sions, and  unless  such  decisions  are  finally  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  they  do  not  become  binding  upon  the  Jurisdiction.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate  is  usually  conclu- 
sive on  questions  of  Masonic  law,  and  his  Report  for  the  current  year 
deals,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  with  questions  of  a 
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local  nature,  and  they  apparently  received  the  stamp  of  approval  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  hy  a  committee  of  whicli 
Most  Worshipful  William  Shearer,  Past  Grand  ^Faster,  is  chairman,  and 
he  presents  a  condensed  review  of  practically  all  of  the  American 
Jurisdictions;  and  the  re\-ie\vs  of  foreign  Jurisdictions  are  made,  we 
helieve.  by  one  or  two  of  his  associates  upon  the  Committee. 

In  the  Introduction  to  the  present  Report,  the  Committee  touches 
upon  the  origin  of  our  Craft.  They  state  that  the  Historian  may  ques- 
tion some  of  the  legends  that  are  grouped  al;out  the  beginnings  of  the 
great  Fraternity,  nevertheless  the  fact  remains  that  the  Temple  of  Solo- 
mon typified  Jehovah  and  was  dedicated  to  His  Holy  name,  so  Masonry 
typifies  the  soul  of  the  Divine,  and  glorifies  Jehovah.  The  golden 
thread  of  fraternal  spirit,  they  affirm,  runs  through  all  history,  through 
all  the  ages  and  appears  and  reappears  under  different  names,  in  different 
forms  and  under  different  conditions,  spirit  being  eternal  and  change- 
less. They  deduce  from  these  facts  the  undoubted  conclusion  that 
the  sentiment  of  Masonry  has  dwelt  among  all  men,  in  all  climes,  and  in 
all  ages,  although  its  structural  form  in  some  of  its  ceremonies  have 
reflected  the  changeful  growth  of  the  human  race,  but  the  influence 
of  Masonry  is  the  same  today,  yesterday,  tomorrow  and  forever. 

They  draw  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  we,  as  a  young 
nation,  may  possibly  have  felt  this  changeful,  restless  spirit  more  than 
the  people  of  other  lands ;  but  affirm  that  it  is  to  the  credit  of 
American  Masons  that  the  ancient  Landmarks  of  the  Craft  are  held 
to  more  strictly  and  are  regarded  as  a  more  precious  inheritance  than 
possibly  is  the  case  in  other  lands  ;  and  the  Committee  quote  the  lines 
from  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  "Remove  not  the  ancient  landmarks  which 
thy  fathers  have  set,"  as  a  thought  which  is  ever  present  in  the  minds 
of  American  Masons. 

The  Committee  decline  for  the  present  to  recommend  that  fraternal 
recognition  be  extended  to  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt,  the 
application  for  recognition  from  that  Grand  Lodge  not  being  accom- 
panied by  sufficient  evidence  of  stability  and  Masonic  character  to  justify 
recognition. 

The  application  of  the  so-called  Lodge  Nationale  Independent  and 
Regular  of  France,  etc.,  for  recognition  is  noted,  but  the  Connnittee 
disapproved  recognition  at  present. 

California,  1914,  is  briefly  considered.  Quotations  are  made  from 
the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Murphey  and  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.*.  W.*-  Georgi:  FrEiFEld  of  Brooklyn,  Grand  Master. 

M.*.  W.'.  Edward  M.  L.  Edlers.  New  York,  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  ZEALAND. 

1914. 

2Sth  Annual  Christ  Church,  May  13-14. 
Lodges,  198;  members.  13,209. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication  were 
principall}^  of  a  routine  character. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Funds,  it  is 
disclosed  that  this  Jurisdiction  is  relatively  one  of  tlie  strongest  finan- 
cially with  which  we  are  in  correspondence. 

There  is  a  Widows  and  Orphans  and  Aged  Masons'  Fund,  exceed- 
ing $100,000,  and  the  totals  of  the  various  Funds  held  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  reach  an  amount  equal  to  at  least  $150,000. 

Some  discussion  was  occasioned  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
because  of  a  bonus  of  fifty  guineas  paid  by  order  of  the  Board  of 
General  Purposes  to  the  Grand  Registrar  for  work  in  connection  with 
the  revision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  laws.  Some  members  expressed  the 
idea  that  all  work  done  for  the  Craft  should  be  done  gratuitously, 
although  the  opposite  opinion  finally  prevailed,  that  the  laborer  was 
worthy  of  his  hire,  and  that  the  Grand  Registrar  should  be  compen- 
sated for  the  labor  involved  in  connection  with  the  matter.  This  is 
mentioned  simply  as  an  illustration  of  the  thrifty  character  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  and  how  expenditures  are  scrutinized,  although  it  must 
be  stated  that,  in  connection  with  charitable  disbursements,  the-  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand  is  exceedingly  generous,  it  appearing  that 
grants  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  within  the  year  amounted  to  $2,000 
and  annuities  paid  from  the  Widows,  Orphans  and  Aged  Masons' 
Fund  aggregated  over  $3,000. 

The  Grand  Master  calls  attention  to  the  demise  within  the  year  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Alfred  H.  Burton,  who  for  years  had 
occupied  t]ie  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee. 

It  is  a  peculiar  circumstance  that  the  Report  on  Correspondence  for 
the  current  year  was  twice  interrupted,  the  second  time  resulting  in 
an  abandonment  of  the  further  preparation  of  the  Report  for  the 
current  year,  by  the  death  within  the  year  of  two  brothers,  who  in 
succession  occupied  the  position  of  Chairman.  First  the  death,  as 
above  stated,  of  Past  Grand  Master  Burton,  and,  later  on,  within  the 
year,  the  death  of  Brother  W.  H.  Monro,  who  undertook  to  complete 
the  work,  and  after  making  certain  progress  therein,  died  suddenly 
June  20,  1914. 
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The  Report,  in  its  incomplete  form,  is  printed  with  the  Proceedings, 
although  California  does  not  find  a  place  in  the  Report,  and  evidently 
had  not  been  reached  by  either  of  the  Chairmen  while  they  were 
serving  on  the  Committee. 

One  of  the  matters  that  entailed  some  earnest  discussion  was  a 
proposition  to  establish  the  Grand  Lodge  permanently  at  Wellington, 
and  owing  to  the  opposition  which  the  proposition  encountered,  the 
motion  to  establish  the  Grand  Lodge  in  that  city  was  withdrawn,  without 
action  being  taken  on  the  resolution. 

Four  new  Lodges  were  constituted  within  the  preceding  year. 

In  the  priii^^ed  Proceedings  are  published  three  Lectures  by  Official 
Grand  Lecturers  that  are  well  worthy  of  perusal.  The  subjects  were, 
severally,  "Our  Brethren  of  Old,"  "Lessons  of  the  First  Degree,"  and 
"The  Mission  of  Masonry." 

At  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  John  J.  Dou^all,  Christ  Church, 
was  chosen  Grand  Master ;  Malcolm  Niccol,  Christ  Church,  Grand 
Secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 
1915. 

128th  Annual,  Raleigh,  January  19. 
Lodges,  421;  members,  23,969;  gain,  L090. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful' 
John  D.  Alderman,  Grand  Master. 

At  the  outset  of  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  awful 
conditions  prevailing  in  Europe  among  the  warring  nations,  aiid  voices 
the  sentiment,  so  common  among  our  thoughtful  people,  that  such 
conditions  of  barbarism  as  now  prevail  upon  the  continent  of  Europe 
ought  to  be  impossible  in  this  day  of  high  ideals  and  civilization. 

He  contrasts  the  conditions  prevailing  in  Europe  with  our  lot  in 
this  good  land,  where  it  is  possible  to  meet  in  peace  and  comfort,- 
where  we  are  not  forced  to  face  the  carnage  of  battle,  but  are  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  home  with  the  opportunities  of  fraternal  and 
mental  development  and  growth. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  invitations  received  by  him  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Washington  Memorial  Association,  also  the 
Conferences  of  Grand  Masters. 
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The  Grand  Master  enjoyed  the  social  side  of  the  St.  Louis  Con- 
ference and  expresses  the  gratification  which  he  felt,  in  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  North  Carolina  was  called  upon  to  furnish  a  ''team"  to 
present  before  the  Conference  of  Grand  Masters  an  exemplification  of 
the  Third  Degree. 

The  year  preceding  was  one  of  activity.  Dispensations  were 
granted  to  form  thirteen  new  Lodges.  Numerous  special  dispensations 
were  issued  and  four  so-called  decisions  on  local  Masonic  law  were 
rendered. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  particularly  to  the  Masonic  and  Eastern 
Star  Home  for  Aged  Masons  and  to  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  which 
are  considered  the  "Jewels"  of  North  Carolina  Masonry.  The  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum,  in  particular,  is  one  of  the  finest  institutions  of  this 
character  in  America.  It  has  been  in  existence  abqut  forty  years.  It 
has  afforded  home  and  training  to  more  than  four  thousand  orphan 
children  in  the  forty  years  of  its  existence,  and  has  now  under  its 
care  nearly  four  hundred  orphans,  who  are  receiving  not  only  the 
ordinary  grammar  and  high  school  education,  but  training  in  manual 
arts,  etc.,  whereby  they  become  well  equipped  to  undertake  the  battle  of 
life  and  to  become  useful  and  influential  members  of  that  common- 
wealth. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  in  this  Jurisdiction  was  the 
celebration  of  the  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  held  at  the  Oxford 
Home  on  June  24.  This  great  event  was  attended  by  a  large  con- 
currence of  Masons  gathered  from  the  four  corners  of  the  State.  A 
large  number  of  Grand  Officers  were  present,  including  two  Past 
Grand  Masters;  a  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel  was  presented  to  Past 
Grand  Master  Worshipful  John  Nichols,  who  was,  in  a  sense,  the 
founder  of  the  Home. 

The  address  upon  this  occasion  delivered  by  Hon.  J.  C.  Kittrell, 
is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  Masonic  literature  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  Proceedings  of  the  year. 

The  central  theme  of  the  address  was  the  "Conservation  of  Child- 
hood," and  the  masterful  presentation  of  this  supremely  vital  subject 
by  the  orator  is  of  intense  interest  and  should  be  read  by  every  one 
interested  in  the  subject  of  childhood. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Brother  R.  C.  Dunn,  delivered  the  Annual 
Address  on  what  Masonry  is.  The  oration  was  received  with  extrava- 
gant enthusiasm  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  declared  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  orations  ever  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  and  was, 
by  unanimous  vote,  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceedings,  and  the  thanks 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge  were,  by  a  rising  vote,  returned  to  the  distinguished 
Orator. 

The  Reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer  afford 
convincing  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  Masonry  in  North  Carolina, 
and  these,  together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  on  the  Home 
and  Orphanage,  prove,  beyond  peradventure  of  doubt,  that  American 
Masonry  may  well  be  proud  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  for  the  nineteenth  time 
from  the  able  John  A.  Collins,  Past  Grand  Master. 

In  his  Introduction,  he  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Mason 
of  today  is  learning  that  his  first  duty  is  to  give,  to  give  personal 
obedience  to  the  tenets  of  Freemasonry;  to  give  good  counsel  to  the 
erring;  sympathy  to  the  sorrowing;  encouragement  to  the  despondent, 
and  substantial  relief  to  the  needy,  without  expectation  or  hope  of 
reward,  except  that  which  comes  from  the  self-consciousness  of  duty 
well  done. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  good  is  measured  not  by  what  one 
gets,  but  by  what  one  gic'cs;  that  one  is  raised  by  raising  others,  and 
that  all  development  of  character  is  from  wilhiii,  outward. 

In  Brother  Collins'  review,  California,  1913,  is  fraternally  con- 
sidered. Much  is  found  worthy  of  praise  in  the  splendid  Masonic 
activities  of  Grand  Master  Filmer.  He  described  the  Address  of 
Grand  Master  Filmer  as  a  fine  presentation  of  the  work  accomplished 
in  his  administration  and  he  quotes  Brother  Filmer's  exordium,  which 
he  describes  as  exhibiting  sentiments  of  triumph  and  grandeur.  He  also 
praises  the  good  work  done  by  tlie  Trustees  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple 
in  San  Francisco. 

He  refers  to  the  habitual  generosity  of  California,  as  shown  in 
her  Masonic  Homes,  and  in  keeping  with  this  generosity,  he  refers  to 
the  contribution  of  $10,000  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  of  the  Ohio 
floods. 

Frank  P.  Hobgood.  Jr.,  Greensborough,  Grand  Master. 

Right  Worshipful  John  C.  DrKwrv.  Raleigh.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NORTH  DAKOTA. 
1914. 

25th  Annual,  Fargo,  June  16. 
Lodges.  103;  members,  9,130;  gain,  465. 

The  Grand  ]\Iaster,  Walter  L.  Williamson,  presided  in  the  Grand 
East,  and  there  were  present  fifteen  Grand  Officers,  twelve  Past 
Grand  Masters,  and  representatives  of  95  of  the  103  chartered  Lodges. 

A  very  sad  event  occurred  just  a  few  days  prior  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  that  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Brother  William 
Spragues,  was  summoned  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  to  the  Celestial 
Lodge  above. 

In  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  refers  at  length  to  visitations 
made  by  him  to  other  Grand  Lodges,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
being  one  of  the  Grand  Bodies  that  he  was  privileged  to  visit,  also  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  fortunate,  also,  in  being 
able  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  George  Washington  Memorial 
Association.  He  also  attended  the  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters  held, 
in  St.  Louis  in  May.  and  he  states  that  he  was  on  all  of  these  occasions 
received  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  and  that  the  meetings  were  sources 
of  great  profit  and  enjoyment  to  him. 

The  Grand  Master  mentions  the  circumstance  that  on  June  30, 
1913,  he  received  a  communication  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Oregon,  signed  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  attested  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  He 
states  in  his  Address  that  he  is  not  in  sym])athy  with  the  project,  and 
adds  that  the  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters  have  uniformly  discredited 
this  idea,  which  action  has  met  his  approval.  Subsequently  the  Grand 
Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  stating  that  it  was  opposed  to  any  proposi- 
tion looking  toward  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  sets  forth  his  Masonic  activities  within  the 
year,  consisting  of  the  issuance  of  several  dispensations  to  form  new 
Lodges,  the  constitution  of  Lodges  which  had  received  charters  at  the 
previous  Annual  Communication,  the  placing  of  cornerstones  of  public 
buildings,  official  visitations  to  Subordinate  Lodges,  official  rulings, 
etc..  all  of  which  made  a  year  of  marked  activity. 

At  the  Conclusion  of  his  Address  he  expressed  his  great  apprecia- 
tion of  the  courtesies  extended  to  him  and  stated  that  the  year,  while 
one  of  strenuous  activity,  had  }et  been  liiled  witli  especial  joy  and 
happiness. 
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He  particularly  commends  the  efficient  service  and  marked  ability 
of  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Walter  L.  Stockwell,  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Thompson  Memorial  Prize  in  Oratory,  in  memory  of  the  late 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  Grand  Secretary,  consisting  of  a  gold  watch, 
awarded  to  contestants  from  the  various  educational  institutions  of  the 
State,  was  reported  by  the  Committee  as  having  been  won  by  a  young 
man  student  in  the  State  University.  The  Oration  is  printed  in  the 
Volume  of  Proceedings,  and,  as  we  remarked  in  one  of  our  previous 
Reports,  this  seems  to  be  an  odd  function  for  a  Masonic  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Report  shows  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  erected  and  furnished 
a  cottage  with  sixteen  beds  at  the  State  Tubercular  Sanitarium,  the 
ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  participating  in  the  project  to  the  extent 
of  providing  a  substantial  portion  of  the  furnishings.  This  is  a  form 
of  charitable  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  is  surely 
wise  and  commendable,  and,  through  rules  that  have  formed  a  part 
of  the  agreement  between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  State  Board  of 
Control,  Masonic  patients,  under  certain  conditions,  are  admitted. 

An  Address  was  delivered  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Grant  S. 
Hagar,  Past  Grand  Master,  the  theme  being  "The  Big  Brother  Move- 
ment," the  central  thought  being  that  Masons  should  play  the  role  of 
"Big  Brother"  to  the  young  boys,  particularly  those  to  whom  are 
denied  the  influence  of  a  good  home. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  comes,  as  usual,  from  the 
pen  of  Brother  James  Foley,  Past  Grand  Master.  The  topical  plan 
heretofore  followed  by  him  has  been  abandoned,  and  his  reports  now 
are  made,  in  harmony  with  the  usual  practice  in  other  Jurisdictions, 
by  States. 

His  Report  is  a  concise  review  of  most  of  the  American  Jurisdic- 
tions, although  California  is  not  included. 

Frank  H.  SpraguE,  Grafton,  elected  Grand  Master. 
Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Fargo,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 
1914. 

49th  Annual,  Halifax,  June  10. 
Lodges,  72 ;  members,  6,758 ;  net  gain,  230. 

At  this  Communication  twenty-one  Grand  Officers,  four  Past 
Grand  Masters,  and  the  representatives  of  twenty-four  chartered  Lodges 
were  present. 
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As  is  the  usual  custom  in  this  Jurisdiction,  immediately  after  the 
opening  exercises  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Body  adjourned  to  listen  to 
the  Annual  Sermon,  which,  in  this  instance,  was  preached  by  the 
Grand  Chaplain,  William  Driffild.  This  may  be  all  right  in  Nova 
Scotia ;  it  probably  is ;  in  fact,  in  nearly  all  of  the  Canadian  Jurisdictions 
it  is  an  ordinary  occurrence  for  Lodges  to  attend  church  in  regalia, 
and,  therefore,  it  does  not  seem  particularly  out  of  place  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  adjourn  after  the  formal  opening  to  listen  to  a  sermon  from 
a  member  of  the  clergy  of  the  High  Church  of  England  ;  yet,  Masonry 
is  supposed  to  assemble  upon  its  broad  platform  the  members  of  all 
creeds  and  denominations,  the  only  religious  requirement  being  belief 
in  the  Supreme  Being,  and,  to  our  mind,  there  is  a  distinct  impropriety 
in  expecting  Masons  of  the  Hebrew  faith,  for  instance,  to  attend  a 
Church  of  England  service ;  and  it  is  difficult,  also,  to  banish  the 
thought  that  the  purpose  of  these  church  services  is  not  so  much  a 
sincere  desire  to  praise  God  as  through  pomp  and  ceremony,  to  be 
seen  and  admired  of  men. 

Notwithstanding  slight  differences  of  opmion  which  we  may  hold 
with  Nova  Scotia  upon  what  are  probably  unimportant  matters,  it 
nevertheless  is  true  that  Nova  Scotia  is  a  splendid  Jurisdiction  and 
is  doing  magnificent  Masonic  work. 

This  Jurisdiction  has  a  Masonic  Home  that  is  a  matter  of  pride 
and  delight  to  the  members,  and  all  of  the  obligations  of  Masonic  duty 
are  recognized  and  discharged  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  an  exceedingly 
capable  manner. 

In  his  Address  the  Grand  Master,  under  the  heading  of  "Fraternal 
Dead,"  mentions  the  passing  onward  on  February  U,  1914,  of  Most 
Worshipful  Brother  John  W.  Rhuland,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
Grand  Masters  of  the  Jurisdiction.  Mention  is  also  made  of  the  death 
of  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Thomas  Trenamen,  who  died  in  the  city 
of  Halifax  on  April  27  of  the  current  year. 

In  reading  Grand  Lodge  Reports  one  often  encounters  odd  and 
peculiar  "decisions,"  or  decisions  touching  conditions  brought  about 
through  the  strides  of  modern  science.  For  instance,  in  this  Jurisdiction 
a  question  of  visible  physical  defect  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
Master  for  decisron,  something  as  follows :  A  prospective  applicant 
had  lost  the  fleshy  part  of  his  nose  through  the  unskillful  handling  in 
some  manner  of  the  so-called  "X-ray."  and  this  physical  defect  had 
been  partially  remedied  through  an  artificial  nose  that  ordinarily  was 
attached  to  the  face  in  a  manner  similar  to  .the  method  employed  in 
affixing  spectacles,  by  bands  passing  over  the  ears.  The  Grand  Master 
was  inclined,  from  a  superficial  consideration  of  the  case,  to  declare 
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the  applicant  ineligible  because  the  metal  bands  over  the  ears  prevented 
his  being  "properly  prepared."  but  after  giving  the  subject  fuller  con- 
sideration and  ascertaining  that  the  artificial  nose  could  be  removed 
during  the  ceremony  of  initiation,  the  Grand  Master  decided  that  the 
applicant  was  not  physically  disqualified,  and  permitted  acceptance  of 
his  petition.  The  Grand  Master's  ruling  was  sustained  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  exceed- 
ingly capable  Grand  S'ccretary.  Right  Worshipful  Thomas  Mowbray. 
Brother  Mowbray  reviews  California.  1913.  in  a  kindly  and  fraternal 
spirit.  He  commended  the  laudable  activity  of  Grand  Master  Kilmer, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  official  visitations ;  he  speaks  in  compli- 
mentary terms  of  our  Masonic  Homes,  and  otherwise  finds  much  to 
praise  in  our  Masonic  activities. 

We  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  in  the  Introductory  Remarks, 
which  preceded  his  regular  Report,  that  he  views  with  complacency  the 
suggestion  which  has  been  advanced  in  the  Annual  Conferences  of 
Grand  Masters  looking  to  the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  to 
include  the  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions 
in  America.  He  expresses  the  belief  that  such  an  organization  would 
accomplish  much  toward  that  great  unity  toward  which  we  are  all 
striving. 

To  our  mind,  however,  that  great  unity  can  better  be  achieved  by 
many,  each  sovereign  in  itself,  yet  all  working,  each  in  its  own  inde- 
pendent sphere,  toward  the  same  great  ends. 

M.".  W.'.  Wm.  Mkdi^ord  Christie,  Windsor,  Grand  Master. 
R.*.  W.'.  Thos.  Mowbray,  Halifax,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

OHIO. 
1914. 

105th  Annual,  Columbus,  October  21. 
Lodges,  541  ;  members,  96,075  ;  gain,  5,409. 

The  Grand  Master.  Charles  J.  Pretzman,  presided.  All  of  the 
Grand  Officers  were  in  attendance  upon  the  Annual  Communication, 
and  out  of  the  541  chartered  Lodges  534  were  represented.  Only  seven 
out  of  the  large  number  of  chartered  Lodges  were  unrepresented.  In 
the  percentage  of  Lodges  represented  at  an  Annual  Communication 
out  of  the  total,  we  believe  this  is  the  world's  record. 
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Immediately  after  the  opening  of  tiie  (irand  Lodge  the  Grand 
Secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  read  a  copy  of  a 
circular  letter  sent  out  hy  the  Grand  Master  of  New  York  to  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  of  that  Jurisdiction  recommending  a  form  of 
prayer  to  be  offered  up  to  Almiglity  God  that  the  war  in  Europe,  with 
its  awful  tragedies,  might  cease.  Tt  is  staled  that,  while  this  prayer 
was  not  sent  to  the  Ohio  Jurisdiction,  but  was  intended  simply  for  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  of  New  York,  yet  the  Grand  Master  of  Ohio 
believed  this  petition  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  to  be  appropriate  for 
Masons  everywhere. 

Personally,  we  are  not  particularly  impressed  with  these  made-to- 
order  prayers.  Perhaps  the  real  benefit  of  prayer  is  the  reflex  influence 
which  prayer  is  supposed  to  have  upon  the  petitioner  himself ;  and 
prayers,  printed  on  a  handbill,  and  repeated,  parrot-like,  by  individuals 
who  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  composition,  are,  in  our  opinion, 
about  as  efficacious  as  would  be  phonographic  records  run  on  a  talking 
machine,  and,  no  doubt,  just  as  moving  at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

From  the.  Grand  Master's  Address  we  learn  that  the  preceding  year 
had  been,  from  a  material  standpoint  at  least,  the  most  prosperous  one 
in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Five  new  Lodges  were  granted  dispensations  ;  six  Lodges  that  had 
previously  received  charters  were  duly  constituted ;  thirteen  Lodge 
rooms  were  dedicated,  and  cornerstones  were  placed  to  eight  public 
buildings. 

An  evidence  of  the  high  ideals  held  l)}-  the  Masons  of  Ohio  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  contributions  that 
were  made  to  Ohio  Masonry  in  aid  of  the  flood  sufferers  in  that 
State  two  years  ago  were  returned  to  the  donors.  Less  than  one-third 
of  the  contributions  sufficed  to  relieve  the  distress,  and  the  unused 
portion  was  returned  pro  rata  to  the  givers. 

The  Grand  Master  received  an  invitation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  to  attend  a  Masonic  P'estival  in 
celebration  of  the  one  hundred  years  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  America.  The  Grand  Master  was  unable  to  attend  in  person,  but 
he  sent  as  his  proxy  Past  Grand  Master  Worshipful  Brother  William 
B.  Mellish. 

Brother  ]\[ellish  rendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge  a  Report  of  his 
mission,  from  a  perusal  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  Ohio  was  capably 
represented  at  that  important  function. 

An  exceedingly  pleasant  incident  occurred  at  a  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  a  visitation  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  children  from  the 
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Masonic  Home.  Some  forty  of  the  children  from  the  Ohio  Masonic 
Home,  in  charge  of  Superintendent  Philip  Dorn  and  his  wife,  were 
introduced,  and  took  possession  of  the  platform  and  presented  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  beautiful  and  appropriate  songs,  calisthenic  exercises 
and  tableau  showing  their  successful  training  and  zeal. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  to  the  effect  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohio  would  enter  into  an}^  kind  of  co-operation  with  other  Grand 
Masonic  Bodies  looking  to  organized  Masonic  relief  that  no  doubt 
will  be  necessary  to  the  war  sufferers  in  Europe  after  the  close  of  the 
stupendous  tragedy  now  being  enacted. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  this  magnificent  Jurisdiction  is 
its  Masonic  Home,  where  there  are  now  sheltered  186  residents.  This 
Home  has  always  been  upon  a  high  level  of  efficiency,  and  its  benevo- 
lent work  of  relief  is  carried  forward  in  a  manner  to  reflect  great 
credit  upon  the  Jurisdiction  and  upon  the  Trustees  and  Managers  of 
the  Home. 

Brother  Past  Grand  Master  Williams  presented  his  fourth  Review 
of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Lodges. 

California,  1913,  is  fraternally  considered.  The  Address  of  Grand 
Master  Murphey  is  referred  to  in  terms  of  praise  and  quotations  are 
made  therefrom. 

The  Masonic  Homes  of  California  and  the  work  they  are  accom- 
plishing come  in  for  a  measure  of  commendation,  and  reference  is 
made  to  the  magnificent  Oration  of  Brother  William  Rhodes  Hervey. 

In  his  Conclusion  he  notes  that  there  is  a  continued  agitation  of 
the  liquor  question,  with  the  assumption  of  authority  of  many  Grand 
Lodges  to  legislate  upon  the  subject;  he  observes  a  perceptible  leveling 
down  on  the  strict  physical  requirements  heretofore  existing  in  several 
of  the  Grand  Lodges. 

From  reading  the  Reports  he  observes  the  large  increase  in  numbers 
added  to  the  Masonic  membership  of  our  country,  and  from  the 
Addresses  of  Grand  Masters  he  deduces  the  conclusion  that  this  increase 
in  membership  does  not  carry  with  it  a  lowering  of  the  standard  of 
character  demanded  of  entrants. 

He  refers  to  the  proposition  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  by  the 
brethren  of  Oregon  and  notes  with  pleasure  that  practically  every 
other  Grand  Lodge  to  which  the  proposition  has  been  addressed  has 
emphatically  expressed  its  disapproval,  but  he  states  that,  notwith- 
standing the  denials  that  there  is  any  purpose  to  organize  a  National 
Grand  Lodge,  it  seems  to  be  generally  believed  that  this  is  the  ultimate 
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object  of  those  who  arc  so  actively  advocating  Annual  Conferences  of 
Grand  Masters. 

He  cannot  abide  the  boldness  with  which  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Italy  continues  to  establish  Lodges  in  American  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
the  last  one  established  being  in  Illinois,  and  at  the  same  time  asking 
American  Grand  Jurisdictions  to  recognize  it  as  a  member  of  the 
family  of  Sovereign  Grand  Lodges  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

M-'.  W.'-  Bro.  George  L.  Marshall,  Dayton,  Grand  Master. 
R.*,  W-*-  Bro.  J.  H.  BromwEll,  Cincinnati,  re-elected  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 


OKLAHOMA. 
1915. 

7th  Annual,  Guthrie,  February  16.  17.  18. 
Lodges,  451;  members,  25,382;  gain.  2,029. 

The  Most  Worshipful  William  Perry  Freeman,  Grand  Master, 
presided. 

The  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  Annua!  Communication  at  7 :30 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  instead  of  10 :00  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  it 
previously  had  done,  and  the  innovation  was  referred  to  as  successful, 
as  it  permitted  the  uninterrupted  hearing  of  the  Addresses  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Orator. 

In  the  opening  paragraphs  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address  he 
refers  to  the  war  in  Europe,  contrasting  it  with  the  conditions  that 
exist  in  America  and  setting  forth  the  mission  of  Masonry  in  the 
following  language  : 

"Brethren,  we  should  give  thanks  to  the  Infinite  and  Eternal 
Father  that  peace  reigns  in  our  own  country,  and  pray  for  the  final 
triumph  of  the  true  principles  of  Freemasonry  in  all  lands  and  among 
all  peoples.  While  the  greatest  and  most  uncalled-for,  useless  and 
senseless  war  in  the  history  of  the  world  is  devastating  Europe,  we 
are  at  peace,  because  we,  as  a  nation,  are  putting  into  practice,  as  far  as 
human  endeavor  can  do,  the  principles  of  justice  between  man  and 
man,  and  between  nation  and  nation.  Because  this  principle  is  not 
put  into  practice,  and  because  of  greed,  ambition,  hate,  envy  and  the 
principle  that  might  makes  right,  this  fearful  war  is  making  charnel 
houses  of  once  peaceful  and  prosperous  countries.  If  the  calm,  peaceful 
utterances  of  Masonry,  that  'all  men  are  brethren,  and  that  God  is 
the  Father  of  all.'  were  listened  to  and  heeded,  this  blot  on  civilization 
would  not  have  been  made.  Against  wrong,  war,  strife,  discord  and 
injustice  w^e  must  fight  until  they  shall  be  no  more.    A  very  eminent 
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Masonic  author  was  asked  once  whether  ^kFasonry  would  live  always. 
He  answered:  'Xo.  and  more  than  this  1  will  tell  you  when  Masonry 
will  die.  When  there  shall  he  no  worshippers  of  idols  left — when  there 
shall  be  no  slanderers  left — when  there  shall  be  no  liars  left — when 
there  shall  be  no  backbiters  left — when  there  shall  be  no  oppressors 
of  the  poor  left — when  there  shall  be  no  drunkards  left — aye,  to  sum 
up  all  in  a  word,  when  there  shall  be  no  sinners  left ;  when  every  knee 
shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess,  then,  and  not  until  then,  will 
Masonry  be  no  more.'  He  might  have  added,  'and  when  they  shall 
beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks  ; 
when  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more.'  " 

That  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Oklahoma  is  a  busy  one  may  be 
judged  from  certain  things  contained  in  the  Grand  Master's  Report; 
for  instance,  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  for  the  purpose 
of  constituting  ten  new  Lodges  that  received  charters  at  the  preceding 
Annual  Communication  ;  dispensations  were  granted  to  form  eight  new 
Lodges ;  Emergent  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  number 
of  four  were  presided  over  in  person  by  the  Grand  Master  for  the 
placing  of  cornerstones,  and  commissions  were  issued  by  the  Grand 
Master  in  four  other  instances  for  the  same  purpose ;  two  Masonic 
halls  were  dedicated,  and  a  program  of  visitations  by  the  Grand  Master 
was  carried  through,  which  permitted  him,  through  general  meetings 
to  which  a  large  number  of  surrounding  Lodges  were  invited,  to  visit 
350  Subordinate  Lodges  in  the  Jurisdiction,  a  large  percentage  of  the 
entire  number. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  speaks  of  the  Masonic  Home, 
and  states  that  he  is  glad  to  say  that  it  is  in  splendid  condition,  under 
good  management  and  that  it  is  fulfilling  its  functions  of  relief  and 
charity  in  a  manner  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  the  so-called  New  Jersey  incident, 
whereby  the  Jurisdiction  of  Oklahoma  suspended  relations  with  New 
Jersey,,  had  been  adjusted  in  an  amica1~)le  manner  and  that  relations 
with  New  Jersey  had  been  re-established. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  application  of  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  France  for  recognition,  but  on  account  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  in  Europe  he  states  that  he  was  unable  to  carry  forward  his 
investigations  concerning  the  character  of  the  alleged  Grand  Lodge, 
and  therefore  he  was  unable  to  decide  the  question,  and  the  application 
for  recognition  is  held  in  abeyance. 

A  certain  number  of  decisions  explanatory  of  the  law  of  the 
Jurisdiction  were  rendered  and,  being  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
Oklahoma,  were  sustained. 
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The  Grand  Master  refers  to  his  attendance  upon  the  Conference 
of  Grand  Masters  held  at  St.  Louis.  The  Conference  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  Grand  Master  Freeman,  a  social  success,  but  evidently  of 
no  particular  or  practical  value  otherwise. 

In  conclusion,  the  Grand  Master  has  this  to  say : 

"Now,  brethren,  before  I  close  permit  me  to  say  that  as  Masonry 
stands  for  peace,  let  us,  as  becomes  its  votaries,  uphold  our  patriotic 
and  God-fearing-  President,  who,  by  his  teachings  of  morality  and  equal 
justice  to  all,  is  endeavoring  to  bring  peace  to  a  bleeding  continent; 
and  let  us,  by  precept  and  example,  do  all  in  our  power  to  maintain 
it  always  within  the  borders  of  our  own  dear  country  and  in  our  own 
vicinity.  Masonry  is  opposed  to  slavery  in  every  form.  The  millions 
of  men  and  beardless  boys  that  are  fighting  and  dying  in  the  trenches 
of  Belgium,  France.  Germany,  Russia  and  Austria,  are  but  slaves  to 
militarism.  The  virile  manhood  of  Europe  is  being  depleted  by  the 
million.  God  only  knows  what  the  outcome  will  be.  Let  us  hope  and 
pray  that  from  this  awful  baptism  of  blood  and  tears  and  suflfering 
a  new  world  will  be  born  in  which  there  will  be  no  more  war,  and  no 
more  widows  and  orphans  made  to  satisfy  the  passions,  prejudices  and 
jealousies  of  avarice,  greed  and  unholy  ambition.  When  perfect  peace 
and  perfect  freedom  come  to  mankind,  then  will  all  tears  be  wiped 
away." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Thomas  C.  Humphry. 

He  reviews  in  a  painstaking  and  careful  manner  the  Proceedings 
of  the  usual  American  and  foreign  Jurisdictions.  California,  1913,  is 
courteously  considered,  with  liberal  quotations  from  the  Address  of 
Grand  Master  Filmer  and  reference  to  Reports  of  certain  Committees. 

In  his  Conclusion,  Brother  Humphry  gives  expression  to  some 
good  ideas,  as  follows  : 

"In  many  Jurisdictions,  we  note  with  pleasure,  that  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  curb  or  suppress  so  much  publicity  given  by  members  of 
constituent  Lodges  to  the  business  transacted  in  the  Lodge.  The 
outside  world  should  not  know  who  petitions  the  Lodge  for  member- 
ship, nor  the  result  of  the  ballot  on  such  petitions.  We  also  note 
with  pleasure  that  there  has  been  a  growing  sentiment  against  intem- 
perance, and  a  growing  sentiment  requiring  Masons  to  be  sober  men. 

"Thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago,  when  saloons  were  all  over  the 
States,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  saloonkeeper  one  of  the 
leading  officers  of  the  Lodge ;  now  a  saloonkeeper  is  not  eligible  to 
membership  and  cannot  be  made  a  Mason. 

"The  trend  of  sentiment  is  towards  giving  constituent  Lodges 
authority  to  deal  with  other  Lodges  on  the  subject  of  conferring 
degrees  by  courtesy  and  agreeing  on  a  tlivision  of  fees  without  going 
to  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Lodge  in  the  matter." 

M.'.  W.".  AlmER  Ellis  IMonronev,  Okl-ib.oma  City,  (irand  Master. 
M-'.  W-'-  William  M.  Anderson,  Oklahoma  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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OREGON. 
1915. 

65th  Annual,  Portland.  June  16,  17,  18. 
Lodges,  145;  members,  14.214;  net  gain,  954. 

Grand  Master  William  C.  Bristol  presented  an  aggressive  Report, 
made  up,  very  largely,  of  recommendations,  either  to  straighten  out 
lax  or  irregular  practices  of  Subordinate  Lodges  or  to  create  new 
regulations  looking  to  Masonic  education,  general  enlightenment,  etc., 
and  then,  finally,  at  the  close  of  his  Address,  after  recommending  all 
kinds  of  legislation  and  regulation,  he  deplores  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  in  times  past  altogether  too  much  legislation. 

He  plunges  into  the  matter  of  "war  relief"  as  something  that 
would  need  to  be  taken  up  by  Masonic  Bodies  generally,  because  of 
conditions  growing  out  of  the  strife  in  Europe,  without,  apparently, 
stopping  to  give  consideration  to  the  announcements  from  the  leading- 
belligerent  countries  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  Masonic  Officials 
there,  that  they  neither  need  nor  desire  interference  along  these  lines 
from  America  or  elsewhere  at  the  present  time. 

The  Grand  IVIaster  is  distressed  because  of  the  apparent  lack  of 
"Masonic  education."  We  do  not  know  to  just  what  extent  acquaintance 
with  Masonic  lore  is  necessary  in  order  to  practice  Masonic  precepts, 
but  the  Masonic  tenets  of  "brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth"  seem,  in 
most  instances,  heretofore  to  have  been  fairly  well  practiced  by  the 
rank  and  file  of  Masonry,  without  any  great  amount  of  familiarity 
with  the  lectures  of  Preston,  or  Krause,  or  Oliver,  or  Pike,  or  other 
learned  pundits  of  the  past. 

One  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Lodge  and  one  charter 
of  an  old  Lodge  was  revoked. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  Most  Worshipful 
Past  Grand  Master  John  McCraken,  in  whose  memory,  later  on  at 
this  Communication,  a  memorial  was  presented. 

No  decisions  upon  Masonic  law  appear  to  have  been  called  for. 

During  the  Communication  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge  a  delegation  of 
"sisters,"  headed  by  the  "Grand  Matron,"  from  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  which  happened  to  be  in  session  at  the  time,  was 
received  and  entertained  with  appropriate  remarks  pro  and  con,  and 
then,  to  make  the  incident  quite  complete,  a  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  duly  appointed,  returned  the  visit  to  the  "sisters"  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  which  was,  of  course,  quite  proper  and  formal,  and  all 
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of  which  is  recorded  at  length  in  the  Proceedings,  and  all  of  which, 
it  seems  to  our  iinregenerate,  masculine  minrl,  is  a  lot  of  child's  play. 

In  addition  to  the  exchange  of  visitations  mentioned  above,  there 
was  a  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Oregon  and  the  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar, 
which  events  are  also  duly  recorded  in  the  Proceedings,  and  all  of 
which,  it  strikes  us,  is  improper  in  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  which 
is  a  Sovereign  Body,  with  neither  off-shoots  nor  appendages  of  any 
kind  whatever;  and,  in  our  judgment,  it  is  just  as  inappropriate  for 
a  "High  Priest"  or  a  "Grand  Commander"  to  be  received  in  a 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  as  it  is  to  receive  the 
"Grand  Matron"  or  the  "Grand  Patron"  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  It  is  fitting  and  proper  for  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  to  receive 
a  Grand  Master  of  a  sister  Jurisdiction — that  is  a  courtesy  extended  l)y 
one  sovereign  to  another  sovereign ;  but  to  receive  "Grand  Matrons" 
or  "Grand  Patrons,"  or  "High  Priests,"  or  "Grand  Commanders"  is, 
in  our  opinion,  belittling  to  a  Grand  Lodge  and  out  of  order. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session  an  interesting  and  thoughtful 
Address  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Wm.  J. 
Kerr,  was  delivered.  What  Masonry  stands  for  seemed  to  be  the 
central  theme  of  his  discourse,  and  he  developed  the  idea  of  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry  in  its  advocacy  of  high  ideals,  manhood,  etc.,  in  a 
strong  and  masterful  manner. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  Address,  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  a  rising- 
vote,  extended  to  him  an  expression  of  its  appreciation  and  thanks. 

The  matter  of  an  official  key  is  troul)ling  this  Jurisdiction,  and 
even  after  the  subject  was  considered  at  this  Communication  it  is  still 
left  in  a  somewhat  unsettled  and  chaotic  condition.  One  of  the 
undoubted  truths  enunciated  by  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address, 
was  that  a  key  or  cipher  of  any  descripfion  is  a  destructive,  nefarious, 
vicious  thing,  violative  of  a  Mason's  obligation  and  designed  to  place 
Masonry  on  a  plane  with  modern  imitators  of  our  ancient  Institution, 
whose  mysteries  are  confided  only  to  'faithful  breasts  and  are  communi- 
cated only  from  "mouth  to  ear." 

In  the  morning  session  of  the  third  day.  Worshipful  Brother 
George  E.  Chamberlain,  LInited  States  Senator,  representing  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  West  Virginia,  was  intro- 
duced and  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Master.  The  distinguished  brother 
responded  with  appropriate  remarks. 

A  vote  of  appreciation  of  the  services  c^f  retiring  Grand  Master 
Bristol  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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A  sensible  move  was  made  by  the  introduction  of  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution  permitting  the  advancement  of  an 
Entered  Apprentice  who  had  received  his  first  degree,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  after  having  received  this  degree  he  may  have  met  with 
a  serious  accident,  involving,  perhaps,  the  amputation  of  a  leg.  Among 
the  provisions,  also,  of  the  proposed  amendment,  which  went  over 
for  action  to  the  next  Annual  Communication,  touching  physical  defects, 
is  one  as  follows  : 

The  candidate  shall  "possess  the  physical  ability  to  conform  siib- 
sfajifiaily  to,  and  be  instructed  in,  and  give  instructions  in.  the  arts 
and  mysteries  of  Freemasonry."  The  word  "substantially"  in  this 
resolution  is.  in  our  opinion,  a  good  one.  and  possesses  sufficient 
elasticity  to  let  in  a  good  man,  even  if  he  does  not  happen  to  be  an 
Apollo-Belvedere. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Past 
Grand  Master  David  P.  Mason.  His  report  is  an  excellent  review  of  the 
various  Grand  Jurisdictions.  He  gives  full  and  fraternal  consideration 
to  California,  1914.  The  address  of  Grand  Master  Murphey  is  quoted 
from  with  approval,  and  the  Oration  of  Brother  William  H.  Waste  is 
characterized  as  a  production  which  appealed  to  the  brethren  as  "coming 
direct  from  the  heart." 

Frank  J.  Miller,  Salem,  Grand  Master. 

James  F.  Robinson,  Portland,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
1914. 

Annual.  Philadelphia,  December  28. 
Lodges,  490;  members,  110,620;  gain,  5.365. 

Quarterly  Communications  are  held  hy  this  Jurisdiction  in  the 
months  of  March,  June,  September  and  December,  and  then  the 
Annual  Grand  Communication,  at  which  time  installation  of  OfTficers 
takes  place,  is  held  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Day. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  December  the  principal  business 
of  the  3^ear  is  transacted,  and  this  consists  chiefly  in  the  acceptance 
of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Funds  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
with  balance  sheets,  etc.,  and,  inasmuch  as  Pennsylvania  is  probably 
the  richest  Jurisdiction  in  the  world,  the  presentation  of  the  balance 
sheets  pertaining  to  the  various  Funds  is  quite  interesting,  even  to 
outsiders,  and  must  be  a  matter  of  keen  interest  to  members  of  this 
Jurisdiction. 
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On  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Day.  at  wliich  time  the  installation 
of  Officers  took  place,  the  Grand  Master  rendered  wliat  is  known  as 
his  Annual  Address.  He  called  attention  at  the  heginning  of  his 
Address  this  year  to  the  fact  that  the  year  before  (this  being  his 
second  term)  he  told  the  brethren  that  "Service''  is  the  operative  word 
governing  a  Grand  Master,  and  he  states  that  this  has  been  the  keynote 
of  his  administration. 

He  stated  that  the  Masonic  year,  which  ended  at  high  twelve 
on'  that  day,  had  been  one  of  incessant  service  and  labor.  He  stated 
that  no  unfinished  business  of  an  administrative  character  remained ; 
and  he  voiced  the  expectation  that  the  year  to  come  would  be  equally 
as  fruitful,  so  far  as  results  of  a  high  Masonic  cliaracter  in  Pennsyl- 
vania are  concerned. 

He  issued  an  extremely  limited  number  of  so-called  "edicts,"  and 
in  this  Jurisdiction  an  "edict"  of  the  Grand  Master  is  law,  until  or 
unless  it  is  reversed  or  nullified  by  an  "edict"  of  some  succeeding 
Grand  Master.  In  other  words,  there  is  no  Jurisprudence  Committee 
in  Pennsylvania  and  no  disapproval  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Grand 
Master's  rulings. 

Here  is  one  of  his  "edicts"  : 

"Dual  membership,"  said  he,  "has  nev:,'r  been  sanctioned  in  this 
Jurisdiction  and  dual  office  holding  in  a  Lodge  is  equally  objectionable, 
hence  I  have  decided  that  the  office  of  Trustee  is  incompatible  with 
the  office  of  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treas- 
urer, or  Secretary."    That  is  not  the  law  in  California. 

He  concludes  his  excellent  Address  by  drawing  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  thoughts  of  today  become  the  labors  of  tomorrow^  We 
look  forward,  for  instance,  to  the  .coming  year  for  the  fruition  oi 
much  that  is  simply  in  mind  today.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  strictest 
adherence  to  the  landmarks  will  be  observed  ;  that  cheerful  obedience 
to  law  will  be  followed,  and  greater  efforts  will  be  devoted  to  help 
those  not  so  fortunate  as  ourselves ;  and  that,  in  truth,  the  cultivation 
and  practice  of  the  virtues  inculcated  by  our  Fraternity  will  lielp  ta 
make  all  the  brethren  better  men  and  Masons. 

The  principal  thing  which  strikes  one  in  glancing  through  the 
Pennsylvania  Report  is  the  tremendous  scale  upon  which  the  business 
of  that  Jurisdiction  is  transacted.  The  tabulations  of  the  various 
Funds,  which  aggregate  between  four  millions  and  five  millions  of 
dollars,  impress  one  with  the  large  importance  of  the  Masonry  of  this 
Jurisdiction. 
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The  Masonic  Home  estalilishment,  for  instance,  at  Elizabethtown, 
while  still  almost  in  its  infancy,  is  3'et  in  its  proportions  the  most 
magnificent  institution  of  the  kind  on  earth. 

In  speaking  of  the  Masonic  Home,  it,  perhaps,  is  more  modern 
than  any  similar  establishment  in  our  country,  and  the  primary  thought 
appears  to  be  in  the  establishment  of  the  Homes  at  Elizabethtown  to 
get  away  from  the  "institutional"  or  "inmate"  idea.  This  idea,  accord- 
ing to  our  friends  in  Pennsylvania,  is  out  of  date  and  antiquated,  and 
the  system  which  this  great  Jurisdiction  is  establishing  is  the  cottage 
system,  the  community  system,  the  system  which  shall  carry  out  to 
its  fullest  extent  the  idea  of  home;  a  community  idea  of  home;  and 
the  almost  boundless  resources  of  this  Jurisdiction  render  it  possible 
to  carry  out  this  idea  to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  Grand  Master  particularly  urges  the  making  of  provisions 
in  the  wills  of  well-to-do  Masons  for  the  expansion  of  the  facilities 
and  resources  of  the  Home  establishment,  and  in  this  connection  it 
might  be  stated  that  not  less  than  two  magnificent  bequests,  each  of 
them  amounting  to  possibly  $100,000  or  more,  came  to  the  Home  within 
the  preceding  year. 

That  the  Home  is  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  the  brethren  of  this 
Jurisdiction  may  be  judged  from  the  number  of  visitors  which  the 
Home  has  received  in  the  brief  time  that  it  has  been  established. 
For  instance,  in  1912,  the,  first  year  that  the  Plome  was  open  for 
visitors,  the  registered  number  was  1,109. 

In  1913  the  number  visiting  the  Home  was  9,384,  and  in  1914,  the 
year  just  closed,  the  number  was  16,014,  and  visitors  representing  many 
foreign  countries  called  and  expressed  their  admiration  and  delight 
at  the  wonderful  achievements  along  the  line  of  community  life 
established  here.  Some  of  the  foreign  countries  represented  by  visitors 
were  England,  Germany,  Scotland  and  Australia,  to  say  nothing  of 
visitors  from  twenty  or  more  States  of  our  Union. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  gifted  pen  of 
that  Masonic  scholar,  Worshipful  James  M.  Lamberton  of  Perseverance 
Lodge  No.  21.  His  Reports  are  all  replete  with  instructive  comment 
and  the  one  before  us  has  had  careful  attention  and  is  well  worthy  the 
thoughtful  perusal  of  every  Mason  interested  in  current  Masonic 
activities. 

California,  1913,  is  generously  reviewed.  Admiration  is  expressed 
for  our  magnificent  Temple,  recently  completed  in  San  Francisco.  He 
speaks  in  words  of  praise  of  the  benevolent  spirit  of  California  Masonry 
as  exemplified  in  its  Masonic  Homes,  and  also  in  the  prompt  assistance 
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sent  to  the  brethren  of  the  flooded  districts  in  Ohio;  he  regrets  his 
inability  to  quote  at  length  from  the  Oration  of  Brother  William 
Rhodes  Hervey,  which  he  describes  as  an  "eloquent  Address,"  and  he 
otherwise  gives  expressions  of  approval  of  California  Masonry. 

J.  Henry  Williams,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Philadelphia. 
John  A.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 

PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 
1915. 

3rd  Annual,  Manila,  February  2. 
Lodges,  5 ;  members,  582 ;  gain,  82. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Newton  C.  Comfort  presided. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Newton  C. 
Comfort,  is  a  straight-forward,  business  presentation  of  the  condition 
and  course  of  Masonry  in  his  Jurisdiction  within  the  preceding  year. 

He  states  at  the  opening  of  his  Address  that  the  year  has  been 
a  successful  one  to  his  Grand  Lodge;  he  states  that  the  condition  of 
unrest  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the  world  because  of  the 
tremendous  war  in  Europe  has  been  felt  in  the  Islands  and  has  affected 
the  progress  of  Masonry,  as  it  has  had  its  influence  upon  business 
generally. 

This  Grand  Lodge,  having  been  recently  established,  this  being 
practically  the  second  year  of  its  existence,  the  one  feature  outstanding 
in  the  Proceedings  is  the  extent  to  which  recognition  has  been 
accorded  by  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  world.  From  the  Grand 
Master's  Report  it  appears  that  thirty-seven  out  of  the  forty-seven  or 
forty-eight  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  have  already  extended 
formal  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
at  least  four  Grand  Jurisdictions  outside  of  the  United  States  hav 
extended  recognition.  The  anticipation  is  entertained  that  the  next 
succeeding  year  will  find  practically  the  entire  Masonic  world  in 
fraternal  relations  with  the  new  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  that  he  has  visited  each  Lodge  in  the 
Jurisdiction  at  least  once,  and  some  of  them  a  number  of  times. 

Dispensations  to  form  two  new  Lodges  were  granted,  making  five 
Lodges  now  in  the  Jurisdiction,  showing  a  membership  of  582  Masons 
and  a  net  increase  of  82  in  membership,  which  is  41  more  than  the  net 
increase  for  the  preceding  year. 
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This  is  certainly  an  excellent  showing,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
many  Americans  who  are  Masons  in  the  Philippines  are  residing 
there  only  temporarily,  and  consequently  there  is  at  all  times  more  or 
less  of  a  loss  because  of  Masons  returning  to  their  homes  in  America. 

There  is  now  in  course  of  erection  in  Manila  a  new  Masonic  Temple, 
towards  the  completion  of  which  every  Mason  looks  with  pride  and 
enthusiasm.  We  judge  that  the  building  will  be  a  conspicuous  one 
in  the  city  of  Manila  and  one  of  wdiich  the  Masons  will  have  no  cause 
to  be  ashamed. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Brother  George  Rogers  Harvey,  delivered  a 
very  interesting  and  instructive  Oration  on  the  subject  "Freemasonr}' 
in  Action,"  for  which  the  Grand  Orator  received  the  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  a  request  that  he  furnish  a  copy 
of  his  Address  for  publication  in  the  Proceedings. 

There  is  an  interesting  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
also  by  George  Rogers  Harvey,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  The 
Report  shows  discriminative  judgment  in  the  selections  for  quotation, 
and  intelligent  comment  on  the  transactions  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges. 
California,  1913,  is  fraternally  considered,  with  quotations  from  the 
Address  of  Grand  Master  Kilmer  and  Reports  of  Committees,  etc. 

In  the  annual  election  ]\Iost  Worshipful  George  Rogers  Harvey 
of  Manila  was  chosen  Grand  Master,  and  the  retiring  Grand  Master. 
Most  Worshipful  Newton  C.  Comfort,  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 
1914. 

39th  Annual,  Georgetown,  June  24. 
Lodges,  15 ;  members,  799 :  gain,  30. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful 
T.  F.  Fullerton,  Grand  Master. 

There  were  present  at  the  Annual  Conmiunication  most  of  the 
Grand  Officers  and  the  constitutional  requirement  of  representatives 
from  Subordinate  Lodges. 

In  opening  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

"Another  year  of  time,  of  opportunity,  and  of  service  has  passed 
away;  the  river  of  its  days  has  been  poured  into  the  ocean  of  a 
past  eternity  and  we  are  now  assembling  to  review  the  work  and  to 
discharge  the  duties  and  responsibilities  devolving  upon  rs  as  the 
suiircme  governing  authorities  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  ^^iasons 
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within  this  Jurisdiction.  Tt  is  ahke  my  privilege  and  my  pleasure  to 
extend  to  you  a  cordial  and  a  fraternal  greeting,  to  welcome  you  to  a 
renewal  of  co-operation  in  work  and  in  counsel  in  this,  our  Thirty-ninth 
Annual  Communication." 

The  following,  (juoted  from  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  delivered 
scarcely  more  tlian  a  month  hefore  the  precipitation  of  the  cataclysm  in 
Europe,  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  irony  of  fate,  and  these  splendid 
felicitations  about  peace,  etc.,  which  the  Grand  Master  gave  expression 
to,  would  not  have  been  uttered  had  the  Grand  Lodge  met  a  few 
weeks  later. 

"It  is  a  matter  for  universal  gratitude  that  our  great  and  unparalleled 
Empire  has  not  been  called  upon  to  take  up  arms  either  in  offense  or 
defense,  that  while  maintaining  her  lofty  supremacy  on  the  sea,  and  her 
magnificent  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  nations,  there  has  been  no 
need  to  'let  slip  the  dogs  of  war.'  While  this  is  a  matter  for  rejoicing 
on  the  part  of  all  citizens  it  is  especially  so  on  the  part  of  all  who 
belong  to  the  Craft,  which  stands  as  it  has  ever  stood,  for  those  great 
principles  which  control  the  passions  of  men  and  of  nations,  which 
make  for  the  solidarity  and  prosperity  of  the  race,  and  which,  if  allowed 
unlimited  scope,  would  usher  in  new  dawn,  and  secure  the  fulfilment 
of  the  longing  so  aptly  and  so  strikingly  expressed  in  the  words  : 

"  'Ah  !  when  sliall  all  men's  good 

Be  eacli  man's  rule,  and  universal  peace 
Lie  like  a  shaft  of  light  across  the  land. 
And  like  a  lane  of  beams  athwart  the  sea, 
Through  all  the  circle  of  the  Golden  Year  !' 

"In  this  connection  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  I  have  accepted  a 
most  generous  and  pressing  invitation  to  represent  you  at  the  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  at  Niagara  Falls,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  15th  and 
16th  days  of  July  next,  at  which  it  is  expected  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  will  also  be  represented." 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  in  his  tenure  of  office  he  visited  all 
of  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction.  He  refers  to  the  pleasure  which  he 
received  in  installing  the  Officers  of  certain  of  the  Subordinates,  and 
mentions  as  an  outstanding  event  of  his  term  of  office  the  attendance 
of  a  large  and  influential  body  of  Masons  upon  Divine  Service  in  St. 
James'  Church.  Charlottetown.  The  service  was,  it  appears,  under 
the  auspices  of  two  of  the  Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  conducted 
by  the  Grand  Master  himself.. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
William  P.  Doull.  It  is  not  the  usual  review  of  the  individual  Jurisdic- 
tions, as  such,  but  consists  simply  of  a  few  comments  upon  current 
Masonic  subjects  for  the  benefit  of  the  brethren  of  his  Jurisdiction. 

He-  refers,  in  his  Report,  to  the  so-called  traveling  cards  ;  in  other 
words,  to  the  system  of  documentary  evidence  required  by  most  of 
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our  Grand  Lodges  as  a  preliminary  to  being  permitted  to  visit,  and 
sets  forth  what  is  admittedly  true,  that  in  requiring  documentary  proof 
of  membership  the  Grand  Lodges  which  do  this  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  turning  down  what  has  usually  been  considered  an  Ancient 
Landmark,  that  is,  the  right  of  a  Mason  to  visit  his  brethren  in  foreign 
lands,  and  this  without  requiring  him  to  carry  around  in  his  wallet  a 
certificate  of  membership. 

Brother  Doull  states  that  he,  in  common  with  other  members  of 
his  Jurisdiction,  where  a  clandestine  Mason  is  as  great  a  curiosity  as 
the  fabled  Dodo,  cannot  understand  why  the  requirements  of  docu- 
mentary evidence  should  be  permitted  to  set  aside  an  Ancient  Land- 
mark, although  he  is  quite  ready  to  admit  that  this  modern  method  may 
];e  necessary  in  Grand  Jurisdictions  that  are  honeycombed  with  clan- 
destinism.  Even  this,  however,  he  does  not  agree,  justifies  this  modern 
overturning  of  one  of  the  recognized  Landmarks. 

In  theory,  at  least.  Brother  Doull  is  correct. 

M.*.  W.*.  George  S.  Inman,  Charlottetown,  Grand  Master. 
M-*.  W-'.  W.  P.  Doull,  Charlottetown,  Grand  Secretary. 

QUEBEC. 
1915. 

45th  Annual,  Montreal,  February  10. 
Lodges,  66;  members,  8,152;  gain,  333. 

The  Grand  Master  feelingly  refers  to  the  great  disaster  to  the 
S.  S.  The  Empress  of  Ireland,  which  occurred  in  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  previous  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which  so  many  lives  were  lost,  among  them 
being  several  Masons,  members  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

He  also  refers  to  the  war  in  Europe,  and  expresses  the  intense 
loyalty  of  the  Canadian  brethren  to  the  British  cause. 

Under  Fraternal  Dead,  he  mentions  the  passing  onward  within 
tlie  year  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  John  B.  Tresidder,  who  twice 
filled  the  position  of  Grand  Master  in  this  Jurisdiction,  the  first  time 
in  1903  and  again  in  1914. 

He  mentions  the  contributions  within  the  year  made  by  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  to  the  War  Relief  Fund,  the  value  of  the  contributions 
in  money  and  material  exceeding  $10,000. 
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Dispensations  were  granted  within  the  year  to  form  two  new 
Lodges.    The  Grand  Lodge  dedicated  two  Masonic  halls. 

The  Grand  Master  attended  on  July  15  the  Annual  Communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  Ontario,  at  which  time  a  Masonic 
jubilee  took  place  in  celebration  of  one  hundred  years  of  peace 
between  England  and  the  United  States.  The  function  was  largely 
attended  by  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  a  case  of  discipline  which  he  was 
called  upon  to  enforce  against  one  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  which 
had  refused,  after  several  requests,  to  conform  its  "work"  to  the 
established  ritual  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

This,  we  presume,  was  a  case  where  the  Lodge  had  inherited  from 
former  days  a  form  of  work  that  differed  from  the  established  work 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  they  were  loath  to  abandon  the  methods 
which  had  been  followed  in  the  particular  Lodge  for  so  many  years. 
Other  Grand  Lodges  have  had  the  same  difficulty  to  overcome.  The 
charter  of  the  Lodge  was  arrested  by  the  Grand  Master.  All  of  his 
acts  in  connection  with  the  case  were  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  charter  was  ordered  held  and  the  recalcitrant  members  of  the  Lodge 
continued  suspended  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  until 
they  should  acknowledge  their  error  and  agree  to  conform  strictly  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  to  its  ritual ;  and  the  incoming 
Grand  Master  was  vested  with  power  to  restore  the  charter  when,  in 
his  judgment,  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  were  fully 
complied  with. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Communication  the  Grand  Chaplain 
delivered  a  discourse  upon  the  subject  "Masonic  Symbolism."  That 
the  discourse  was  highly  enjoyed  and  appreciated  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  a  resolution  of  thanks  w^as  extended  to  the  Orator  and 
the  Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  print  the  Address  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Most  Worshipful 
Past  Grand  Master  E.  T.  D.  Chambers.  He  holds  that  Masonry  must 
be  justified,  if  at  all,  by  service,  and  he  feels  that  Masonry  on  this 
basis  does  justify  its  existence. 

He  believes,  in  common  with  many  others,  that  the  modern 
tendency  is  to  centralize  too  much  power  in  the  Grand  Lodges.  He 
believes,  in  other  words,  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges  should  be  per- 
mitted greater  freedom  in  the  government  of  their  own  affairs,  and 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland  and  Australia,  and  some  of  the  Canadian  and  American 
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Grand  Lodges,  are  against  enactments  unnecessarily  tying  the  hands 
of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  agrees  with  one  of  the  American 
correspondents  that  "we  hope  to  see  our  sister  Grand  Bodies  get  back 
to  the  Ancient  ]\Iasonic  temperance  anchorage  and  let  each  Lodge 
elect  its  own  material,  with  a  keener  perception  and  fuller  appreciation 
of  the  great  power  resting  in  the  ]:)lack  ball."  "Let  temperance  be  the 
Mason's  guidepost,  the  ballot  his  safeguard,  and  educate  the  Brotherhood 
up  to  the  highest  and  holiest  significance." 

Brother  Chambers  is  apparently  not  much  of  a  believer  in  the 
system  of  Masonic  Homes,  as  exemplified  in  American  Jurisdictions. 

His  idea  that  the  Masonic  Hoire  method  is  an  expensive  method 
of  administering  so-called  Masonic  charity  is  no  doubt  correct,  particu- 
larly as  applied  to  Grand  Jurisdictic  ns  with  comparatively  small  mem- 
berships. It  is.  in  our  judgment,  foolish  for  a  Grand  Jurisdiction  to 
enter  upon  the  Masonic  Home  system  unless  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  has 
a  membership  of  at  least  20,000;  and  with  a  membership  of,  say,  25,000, 
or  any  number  in  excess  of  this,  the  Masonic  Home  system  is,  in  our 
judgment,  the  best  way  of  carrying  into  effect  the  charity  obligations 
of  a  Grand  Lodge;  and  this  is  true,  in  our  opinion,  even  if  the  system 
happens  to  be  more  expensive  than  the  other  accepted  method  of 
something  in  the  nature  of  annuities,  in  vogue  in  the  Australian  Grand 
Lodges  and  in  a  modified  form  in  one  or  two  of  our  American 
Jurisdictions,  and  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland 
and  England.  The  argument  in  favor  of  the  "annuity"  system  is  that 
the  administration  is  cheaper,  and  the  objections  to  it  are  that  it  does  not 
reach  a  great  many  deserving  cases  that  are  taken  care  of  in  the  Home 
system,  and  that  it  fails  particularly  in  caring  for  orphans.  There  is 
no  Grand  Jurisdiction  using  the  pension  or  annuity  system  that  can 
compare,  in  the  work  which  it  is  doing  in  providing  for  distressed 
and  dependent  ]\Iasons  and  widows  and  orphan  children,  with  such 
American  Jurisdictions  as  Pennsylvania,  or  New  York,  or  California, 
or  North  Carolina  (particularly  in  its  Oxford  Home  for  children),  or 
Texas,  or  Ohio,  or  Kentucky,  or  Missouri,  or  others.  The  annuity  or 
pension  system  has  the  merit  of  cheapness,  which  is  its  chief  recommen- 
dation. As  previously  stated,  however,  a  Grand  Lodge  that  proposes 
to  enter  upon  the  Home  system  should  fully  understand  and  realize 
that  it  is  a  serious  business,  which  should  not  be  undertaken  without 
a  full  consideration  of  all  the  obligations  it  imposes  and  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  fact  that  it  will  cost  money,  not  only  at  the  start, 
but  continuously  thereafter;  and  that,  unless  a  Grand  Jurisdicion  has 
the  resources  to  carry  it  through  adequately,  it  ought  not  to  be 
undertaken. 

Brother  Chambers  is,  in  our  judgment,  in  error  in  his  understand- 
ing concerning  the  Massachusetts  Home.    Massachusetts  is  one  of  the 
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richest  Jurisdictions  in  the  world,  and  has  ample  funds,  without  caus- 
ing the  slightest  distress,  to  carry  on  its  Masonic  Home,  but  Massa- 
chusetts has  thus  far  declined  to  levy  what  is  customary  in  most 
American  Jurisdictions,  a  per  capita  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Home,  and  is  depending  upon  voluntary  contrilnitions.  with  such  lump 
sum  donation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete 
the  fund  needed  each  year  to  administer  tlie  Home.  But  it  is  a  mistake 
to  say  that  Massachusetts  finds  the  Masonic  Home  "too  heavy  a  burden 
for  her  to  bear."  There  need  be  no  misgiving  whatever  about  the 
Masonic  Home  of  Massachusetts.  It  will  take  its  place  as  one  of 
the  great  charitable  institutions  Df  this  country,  and  if  Massachusetts 
finds  that  it  is  able  to  finance  its  Home  through  voluntary  contributions, 
without  assessing  the  membership,  it  will  have  accomplished  a  wonderful 
result. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  Jurisdictions  in  this  country  that  main- 
tain these  Homes  (the  North  Carolina  Orphanage,  for  instance)  by 
methods  other  than  the  per  capita  tax. 

Brother  Chambers  reviews  California,  1914,  in  a  courteous  and 
fraternal  spirit.  He  agrees  with  Grand  ]\Jaster  Murphey  in  the  idea 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  to  a  greater  extent  leave  to  local  Lodges 
the  determination  of  what  constitutes  physical  disability,  etc. 

Brother  Chambers'  Report  is  interesting  throughout. 

M.*.  W.'.  Edward  A.  Evans,  Quebec,  Grand  Master. 
R.'.  W.'.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Secretary. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
1914. 

124th  Annual.  Providence,  May  18. 
Lodges,  37 ;  member.s,  8,833 ;  gain,  373. 

At  the  preceding  Semi-annual  Communication,  held  November  17. 
1913,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  recommended  recogni- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  but  action  on  the 
Report  was  deferred,  awaiting  information  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
California. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  at  the  Annual  Communication, 
presents  a  complete  report  on  "Necrology."  referring  particularly  to 
the  death  within  the  year  of  Most  Worshipful  William  H.  Crawley, 
Grand  Master  in  1896,  who  died  May  5,  1914. 
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This  is  one  of  the  few  American  Jurisdictions  that  makes  a 
practice  of  granting  dispensations  to  attend  church  in  regalia,  nine 
such  special  dispensations  having  been  granted  by  the  Grand  Master 
within  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  takes  a  decided  stand  in  opposition  to  the 
prevalent  practice  of  publishing  in  the  daily  press  the  Proceedings  of 
Masonic  meetings,  including  the  elections  of  Officers,  etc.  Nothing, 
however,  was  done  to  change  the  practice  in  this  respect. 

The  year  was  apparently  one  of  absolute  harmony  within  the 
Jurisdiction ;  a  substantial  gain  was  'made  in  membership ;  the  Grand 
Master  was  not  called  upon  to  interpret  Masonic  law,  and  the  Annual 
Communication  closed  by  the  unanimous  election  of  Most  Worshipful 
J.  Fred  Parker,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Grand  Master,  and  the  re-election 
of  Right  Worshipful  S.  Penrose  Williams,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  FrEd  Parker,  Providence,  Grand  Master. 

S.  Penrose  Williams,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 
1915. 

Adelaide. 

Lodges,  77;  members,  5,702;  gain,  436. 

The  principal  business  transacted  at  the  Half-yearly  Communica- 
tion, held  October  21,  1914,  was  the  reception  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  General  Purposes,  and  an  Address  by  Right  Worshipful 
Brother  F.  E.  Cornish,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  expressing  the  gratitude 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  restoration  to  health  of  the  Grand  Master, 
the  Right  Honorable  Sir  J.  Way,  who  had  passed  through  a  serious 
and  dangerous  illness,  together  with  a  Response  of  the  Grand  Master, 
expressing  his  deep  appreciation  of  the  sympathy  he  has  received 
from  his  brethren,  not  only  in  his  own  illness,  but  through  the  sad 
events  which  preceded  the  death  of  his  wife,  for  many  years  his 
beloved  companion  and  helpmate. 

The  Grand  Master  refers,  also,  in  his  Address,  to  the  war  in 
Europe,  in  which  all  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Crown,  including 
Australia,  are  participating.  To  his  understanding,  there  has  never 
been  a  war  undertaken  by  another  country  which  is  more  justifiable 
than  the  present  one,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  not  only  justifiable, 
but  a  war  which  could  not  have  been  avoided  except  at  the  disregard 
of  every  sense  of  obligation  and  honor. 

At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  April  21,  1915,  the  Report 
of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes  was  received  and  certain  recom- 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


129 


mendations  of  the  Board  were  adopted,  the  principal  recommendations 
being  grants  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  $500  to  the  Belgium 
Relief  Fund,  $500  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  France  to  assist  distressed 
Masons  and  their  families  in  that  country,  and  $250  toward  the 
purchase  of  a  motor  ambulance,  to  be  purchased  by  the  Masonic 
Lodges  in  South  Australia  for  presentation  to  the  military  authorities 
in  England. 

A  further  purpose  of  this  Semi-annual  Communication  was  to 
elect  a  Grand  Master.  With  great  enthusiasm  and  with  absolute 
unanimity  Grand  Master  Way  was  re-elected  to  preside  over  the 
Craft,  and  in  his  Response  the  Grand  Master,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  loud  and  pronounced  applause  which  greeted  him  as  he  stepped 
forth  to  acknowledge  the  honor  which  had  been  conferred  upon  him, 
stated  that  this  was  the  twenty-sixth  time  that  he  had  received  the 
very  distinguished  honor  of  being  chosen  as  Grand  Master  of  the 
Jurisdiction ;  from  which  statement  it  appears  that  Grand  Master  Way 
is  running  Grand  Master  Shryock  of  Maryland  a  close  second  in 
length  of  continuous  service  as  Grand  Master. 

From  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  we  learn  that  the  Craft  is  in 
an  exceedingly  prosperous  condition  ;  the  membership  has  now  reached 
a  total  of  nearly  6,000,  and  the  accumulated  funds  are,  in  round 
figures,  $165,000 — certainly  a  splendid  showing. 

Within  the  year  preceding,  four  new  Lodges  were  consecrated, 
six  new  Masonic  halls  were  completed,  and  much  activity  was  mani- 
fested in  all  departments  of  Masonic  work,  the  obligations  of  charity 
and  benevolence  receiving  particular  attention. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  a  Committee  and  the  reviews 
are  made  of  the  usual  world's  Jurisdictions.  California,  1914,  is 
fraternally  considered,  and  the  work  of  Grand  Lecturer  Baker  is 
especially  commended.  The  fact  that  he  had  visited  every  district  in 
the  State,  and  in  many  of  the  districts  every  Lodge  therein,  being 
especially  commented  upon. 

From  the  Introduction  of  this  Report,  information  is  given  as 
to  the  approximate  membership  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  figures  which  we  have  not  seen  quoted  anywhere 
else  in  the  Reports  for  the  current  year  and  figures  that  are  seldom 
noticed  in  any  publication.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  credited 
with  3,200  Lodges,  with  a  total  membership  of  200,000;  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  apparently  has  1,000  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
50,000;  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  is  credited  with  400  Lodges, 
with  a  membership  of  20,000.  These  figures,  we  presume,  are  only 
approximations,  but  are  probably  substantially  correct. 
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M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  His  Excellency  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Samuel  James 
Way,  Bart.  P.  C,  D.  C.  L.,  LL.D.,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Chief  Justice 
of  South  Australia,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Adelaide,  etc., 
etc..  Grand  Master. 

M.".  W.".  Charles  R.  J.  Glover,  P.  D.  G.  M.,  Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
1914. 

138th  Annual,  Charleston,  December  8-9. 
Lodges,  255  ;  members.  16,165  ;  gain,  789. 

The  Most  Worshipful  George  T.  Bryan,  Grand  Master,  presided. 

In  his  opening  Address  the  Grand  Master  states  that  the  Craft  in 
the  Jurisdiction  is  in  fine  condition  ;  that  there  had  l)een  within  the 
year  a  healthy  growth  in  the  Fraternity,  botli  in  meml^ership  and  the 
character  of  the  material,  and,  while  there  had  been  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  one  or  two  questions  of  difiference  between  the  membership 
of  several  Lodges,  he  was  glad  to  state  that,  through  the  tactful 
handling  of  the  matter  In-  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  these  differences 
had  been  all  amicably  adjusted. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  Communication  was  a  discussion 
of  a  Masonic  Home  proposition.  Several  years  ago,  by  order  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  a  fund  was  started  to  be  known  as  the  Masonic  Home 
Fund,  with  the  condition  that  no  action  was  to  be  taken  looking  to 
the  creation  of  a  Home  until  the  Fund  should  reach  at  least  $100,000. 

The  Fund,  at  this  Communication,  had  gained  the  point  where  it 
was  necessary  to  decide  the  question  as  to  whether  the  project  of  build- 
ing a  Masonic  Home  should  be  entered  upon,  or  if  some  other  method 
should  be  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  providing  for  infirm  and  aged  Masons  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
Masons,  and,  as  the  result  of  exhaustive  discussion  of  the  entire  question, 
it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  project  of  building  a  Masonic  Home,  but 
to  provide  in  other  ways  for  the  charitable  functions  ordinarily  dis- 
charged by  the  Home,  and  to  this  end  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  :  . 

"Whereas,  It  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  Masonic  charity 
can  best  be  dispensed  by  providing  for  the  support  of  the  indigent 
Master  Mason,  his  widow,  mother  or  adult  daughter  in  their  home  or 
with  friends,  and  for  the  support  of  the  orphan  child  in  some  existing 
organized  orphanage. 
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"Resolved ,  P'irst,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  ]\[asonic  Home  Fund  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  at  onee  formulate  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  relief  of  our  indigent  Master  Masons,  their  widows, 
mothers,  sisters,  etc.,  in  their  respcctiw  ]K)mcs  or  with  some  relation 
Or  friend. 

"Second,  That  thev  take  up  immediately  with  the  different  organized 
orphanages  the  question  of  providing  for  the  support  and  education 
of  our  orphan  children  and  that  expenditures  made  under  these  resolu- 
tions shall  not  reduce  the  Fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  below 
$100,000.00." 

In  his  Address  the  Grand  Master  refers  to  a  communication 
received  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Oregon,  inviting  a  representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  to  a  Conference  looking  to 
the  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Master  states 
that  he  is  unalterably  opposed  to  these  resolutions  and  the  invitation 
was,  therefore,  respectfulh^  declined. 

The  Grand  Master  made  several  "rulings,"  being,  in  most  part, 
constructions  of  local  Masonic  law,  which  have  no  interest  outside  of 
South  Carolina.  One,  however,  is  of  a  general  nature  and  may  be 
of  interest,  as  follows  : 

"Question  No.  9  (in  substance). — 'Can  a  brother  hailing  from 
another  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with  which  our  Grand  Lodge  has  no 
Fraternal  relations,  legally  visit  a  Subordinate  Lodge  in  this  Juris- 
diction ?' 

"Answer :  Ruling  25,  page  58,  Proceedings  1910.  Grand  Master 
Johnson  ruled  :  'It  is  wrong  for  a  brotlier  to  visit  a  Lodge  with  which 
we  are  not  in  Fraternal  relations.'  This  ruling  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Hence,  if  it  is  wrong  for  us  to  visit  a  Lodge  with 
which  we  have  no  Fraternal  relations,  it  is  also  wrong  for  a  brother  of 
a  Lodge  not  in  Fraternal  relations  with  us  to  visit  our  Lodges." 

The  above  decision  undoubtedly  correctly  states  the  general  rule, 
although  we  believe  there  may  be  exception-il  cases,  such,  for  instance, 
as  a  brother  hailing  from  a  foreign  Jurisdiction  which  may  not  have 
been  formally  recognized  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  by  his  own 
Grand  Lodge,  not  because  of  the  existence  of  any  reason  why  the 
other  Jurisdictions  should  not  be  recognized,  but  because  the  matter 
of  recognition  may  not  have  been  formally  passed  upon  by  his  Grand 
Lodge. 

For  example,  in  California  a  Mason  hailing  from  a  Lodge  belong- 
ing to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  would,  we  believe,  be  entitled 
to  visit  one  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
Queensland  has  not  yet  been  formally  recognized  by  California,  because 
application  for  recognition  appears  never  to  have  been  before  our 
Grand  Lodge  for  consideration ;  but  a  Mason  coming  from  a  Grand 
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Lodge  that  has  made  application  for  recognition  to  our  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  request  denied  would,  in  our  judgment,  not  be  entitled  to  visit. 

The  Grand  Master  refused  to  lay  a  cornerstone  of  a  public  building 
(a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building)  because  the  owners  of  the  building  did  not 
wish  to  have  engraved  upon  the  cornerstone  "the  year  of  Masonry, 
and  the  name  of  the  Grand  Master."  This  refusal  was  probably  based 
upon  some  law  of  the  Jurisdiction,  otherwise  it  would  seem  to  us 
wholly  frivolous. 

Under  the  heading  of  "Necrology,"  the  Grand  Master  calls  attention 
to  the  death  within  the  year  of  Augustine  W.  Smythe,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  notable  characters  of  the  Jurisdiction,  he  having  filled  with 
conspicuous  ability  the  station  of  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  in 
1880. 

Request  for  fraternal  recognition  by  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of 
France  was,,  in  accordance  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  denied. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  J.  L. 
Michie. 

The  Report  is  filled  with  discriminating  comment  and  is  extremely 
interesting  and  instructive. 

California,  1913,  is  reviewed,  and  reference  made  to  the  salient 
features  of  the  Annual  Communication. 

From  Grand  Master  Michie's  Conclusion,  we  quote,  elsewhere, 
with  approval,  his  comments  concerning  the  so-called  new  Grand  Lodge 
of  France. 

George  Twiggs  Bryan,  Greenville,  Grand  Master. 
O.  Frank  Hart,  Columbia,  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
1915. 

41st  Annual,  Sioux  Falls,  June  8-9. 
Lodges,  142;  members,  11,163;  gain,  433. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful 
George  Philip,  Grand  Master. 

After  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  Park  Davis,  the  oldest  living  Past  Grand  Master  of  Vermont, 
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and  still  affiliated  with  that  Jurisdiction,  being  present,  was  introduced 
and  received  with  the  private  Grand  Honors. 

On  beJialf  of  the  local  Lodges  at  Sioux  Falls,  an  Address  of 
Welcome  to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  extended  by  the  Masters  of  the 
local  Lodges,  with  fitting  response  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Grand  Master  Philip,  in  opening  his  Address,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  American  manhood  and  American  Masonry  may  proudly 
claim  "a  place  in  the  sun/'  because  today  this  country,  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  is  endeavoring,  through  channels  open  to  its  highest 
influence,  to  bring  about  a  cessation  of  the  awful  tragedies  being 
enacted  across  the  water. 

The  Grand  Master  was  gratefully  able  to  report  that  there  had 
been  no  invasion  of  the  ranks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  death  within 
the  year. 

A  year  of  Masonic  activity  is  disclosed.  Four  Lodges,  which  received 
charters  at  the  preceding  Annual  Communication,  were  duly  constituted ; 
cornerstone  ceremonies  by  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  upon  three 
different  occasions ;  at  least  one  Masonic  Temple  was  dedicated,  and 
activities  in  other  directions  are  mentioned. 

Under  Decisions,  he  states  that  practically  all  questions  that  were 
submitted  to  him  for  rulings  thereon  were  fully  covered  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  By-Laws  or  former  decisions. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Right  Worshipful  George  A.  Pettigrew, 
presented  his  twenty-first  Annual  Report.  It  is  an  orderly,  well- 
arranged  statement  of  the  transactions  of  his  office  during  the  year, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  business  presentations  of  a  Grand  Secretary 
that  we^  have  encountered  in  our  readings  of  the  present  year.  Brother 
Pettigrew  is  certainly  a  most  competent  official. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  events  of  the  Communication  was  the 
presentation,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifst  day,  to  Past  Grand  Masters 
William  E.  Milligan,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Samuel  S.  Lockhart  and 
Joseph  J.  Davenport  of  Past  Grand  Master's  jewels.  "  Presentation  was 
made  in  well-chosen  words  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Frank  A. 
Brown,  and  a  felicitous  response  to  the  presentation  was  made  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Samuel  A.  Brown,  speaking  for  himself  and  the 
others. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  observance 
of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  speculative 
Masonry  reported  that  they  had  had  the  matter  under  consideration. 
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but  owing  to  present  conditions  had  1)een  unable  to  gather  sufficient 
data,  and  asked  for  further  time,  which  request  was  granted. 

Reciprocal  felicitations  and  messages  of  good  will  were  exchanged 
between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  which  happened  to  be  in  session  at  the  time. 

In  our  humble  judgment,  these  receptions  of  committees  from 
other  organizations,  whether  they  be  Orders  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Com- 
manderies  of  Knights  Templar,  or  an3'thing  else  of  that  character, 
are  out  of  order;  and,  in  our  judgment,  an  exchange  of  greetings,  or 
receptions  of  officers,  from  other  bodies  should  be  strictly  limited  to 
Grand  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  ;  and  the  appearance  on 
the  floor  of  a  Grand  Lodge  of  a  lady  from  the  Eastern  Star,  or  a 
representative  from  the  so-called  Grand  Commandery,  or  any  other 
body,  even  if  the  Grand  Lodge  is  at  ease,  is  out  of  place. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  entertained  so  handsomely  at  Sioux  Falls 
that  the  invitation  of  the  local  Lodges  to  meet  there  again  next  year 
was  unanimously  accepted. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Most 
Worshipful  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Past  Grand  Master.  His  Report  is 
exceedingly  interesting,  replete  with  discriminating  comment  and  well- 
chosen  quotations  from  Addresses  and  Reports  of  the  various  Grand 
Jurisdictions. 

California,  1914,  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Past  Grand  Master 
Murphey's  Address  is  quoted  from  with  favorable  comment.  Particular 
reference  is  made  to  Grand  Master  Murphey's  statement  that  many 
good  men  are  kept  out  of  Masonry  by  physical  disqualifications,  which, 
upon  the  sound  principle  of  construction,  ought  to  be  accepted. 

The  Oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  William  H.  Waste  is  character- 
ized as  of  "excellent  quality"  and  rendered  exceedingly  attractive  by  the 
inclusion  therein  of  Henry  Van  Dyke's  story  of  "The  Other  Wise  Man." 

Marshall  R.  Brown,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Master. 
George  A.  PetttgrEw,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

SCOTLAND. 

1914-15. 

As  is  the  custom  in  the  British  Lsles,  Quarterly  Meetings  are  held, 
and  most  of  the  business  is  transacted  through  Boards  of  General 
Purposes,  Boards  of  Benevolence,  Foreign  Boards,  and  Provincial  and 
other  Grand  Committees. 
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Much  of  the  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge  consists  in  receiving 
Reports  of  their  numerous  "Daughter  Lodges,"  scattered  in  all  parts 
of  the  earth. 

Considerable  argument  was  had  anent  Lodges  conferring  the  Mark 
Degree  and  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  following  was  finally 
adopted  : 

"That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,  shall  adopt  the  same  ritual  in  conferring 
the  Degree,  being  that  now  adjusted  by  their  respective  Committees. 

"That  any  candidate  applying  to  be  admitted  to  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  if  he  has  received  this  Degree  in  a  regular  Lodge  of  St. 
John's  Masonry,  shall  not  be  required  to  take  it  a  second  time  from  the 
Chapter  into  which  he  seeks  admission ;  but,  in  event  of  his  not  having 
received  it,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  take  it  from  that  Chapter. 

"That,  as  regards  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  this  Degree  shall  be 
reckoned  the  Fourth  Degree  in  Masonry. 

"That  nothing  contained  in  these  regulations  shall  interfere  with  the 
superintendence  which  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  claims 
over  Mark  Masonry  out  of  Scotland,  or  with  the  Lodges  holding  of  it 
in  England  or  abroad." 

For  all  of  which  we  fail  to  find  any  warrant  in  Craft  ]\fasonry. 

The  annual  St.  Andrew's  Feast  was  abandoned  this  year,  owing 
to  the  deplorable  conditions  of  the  country. 

M.'.  W.".  Colonel  Robert  King  Stewart  (Murdostoun),  D.  L., 
J.  P.,  Grand  Master  Mason. 

R.'.  W.*.  David  Reid,  J.  P.,  Grand  Secretary. 

TENNESSEE. 
1915. 

101st  Annual,  Nashville,  January  27. 
Lodges,  454;  members,  28,081;  net  gain,  1,019. 

The  ]\Iost  Worshipful  Thomas  J.  Bonner  presided  in  the  East, 
and  after  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  delivered  his 
Annual  Address,  which  contained  some  excellent  thought. 

He  stated,  among  other  things,  that  for  four  years  he  had  been 
a  student  of  Masonry,  and  had  also  endeavored  in  that  time  to 
expound  its  precepts.  He  found  that  her  language  was  universal ; 
that  she  speaks  to  all  the  world  through  signs  and  symbols  ;  and  that 
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this  language  is  recorded  as  sentinels  of  pre-historic  days ;  her  wisdom 
has  been  established  through  her  teachings ;  her  principles  have  been 
tested  by  persecution ;  yet,  without  ostentation  or  proclamation,  she 
has  led  men  through  darkness  to  light ;  quietly,  and  without  blare 
of  trumpets  or  clash  of  cymbals,  she  has  sought  the  equalization  of  men 
by  the  establishment  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  free  government, 
free  thought,  free  conscience  and  free  speech. 

With  deep  feeling  he  reports  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Masters 
James  W.  Irwin  and  James  D.  Richardson,  the  latter  being  at  the 
time  of  his  death  also  the  Supreme  Officer  of  the  Scottish  Rite  of 
the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  a  man  of  national 
and  international  reputation. 

The  year  was  one  of  Masonic  activity ;  43  dispensations  were 
issued  by  him ;  several  dedications  of  Masonic  halls  were  performed 
under  his  direction  by  the  Grand  Lodge ;  various  rulings  on  Masonic 
law  peculiar  to  the  Jurisdiction  were  made  and  approved. 

Here  are  two  of  the  decisions  somewhat  peculiar  in  character, 
to-wit : 

"Can  you  grant  us  authority  to  lay  Masonically  the  cornerstone  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  our  building?" 

His  answer  was  "No.  Where  cornerstones  are  laid  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  it  must  be  in  the  northeast 
corner." 

And  yet  cornerstones  have  been  laid  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  our 
positive  knowledge  under  Masonic  auspices  that  were  not  in  the 
northeast  corner.  Our  rule  is  the  northeast  corner,  if  possible,  but  the 
logical  corner,  if  necessary,  should  it  be  other  than  the  northeast. 

Here  is  another  decision  : 

"A  man  lias  accepted  a  position  in  a  mail-order  whiskey  house. 
Ts  lie  liable  to  expulsion?" 

His  answer  to  this  was  "Yes.  It  is  the  intent  and  purpose  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  sever  all  connection  with  the  liquor  traffic." 

If  this  reasoning  be  correct,  a  man  working  in  a  large  retail 
grocery  house  that  sells  bottled  goods  would  be  liable  to  expulsion; 
and  if  the  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  is  liable  to  expulsion  because  he 
handles  bottles  containing  intoxicating  liquor,  why  would  not  the  man 
be  liable  to  expulsion  who  blew  the  glass  that  made  the  bottles  that 
contained  the  liquor?  or.  even  further,  the  man  who  dug  the  sand 
from  which  the  glass  was  made  that  held  the  liquor  that  the  grocery 
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clerk  sold,  and  so  on  indefinitely,  after  the  order  of  "the  house  that 
Jack  built"? 

It  is  also  a  noteworthy  fact  that  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  all 
of  the  so-called  decisions  by  Grand  Masters  of  Masonic  Law  at  the 
present  time  are.  rulings  in  construction  of  anti-liquor  laws. 

The  Grand  Master  attended  the  Conference  of  Grand  Masters 
at  St.  Louis,  but  records  himself  as  being  very  strongly  opposed  to 
the  tendency  which  these  Conferences  appear  to  develop  in  a  direction 
of  a  General  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Henry  A.  Chambers.  Brother  Chambers  is  not  in  favor  of 
Conferences  of  Grand  Masters  because  he  thinks  it  may  lead  to  a 
General  Grand  Lodge.  In  our  opinion  it  will  not  lead  to  a 
General  Grand  Lodge,  if  these  Conferences  are  continued  for  a  hundred 
years ;  yet  the  purpose  of  the  active  promoters  is  apparently  in  that 
direction,  but  the  proposition  has  met  with  absolutely  no  encourage- 
ment, so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  from  the  Grand  Lodges 
themselves ;  and  about  the  only  useful  purpose  which  these  Conferences 
subserve  is  the  social  feature  and  the  forming  of  acquaintances  and 
friendships  among  members  that  attend  the  Conferences,  which  will 
have  the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  promoting  good  will  in  the  discussion  of 
any  controversies  which  may  and  do  spring  up  at  times  between 
Grand  Lodges. 

Brother  Chambers  is  in  favor  of  retaining  the  physical  disqualifica- 
tions as  laid  down  by  the  Fathers,  in  which  we  are  not  entirely  in 
accord  with  our  worthy  brother  in  Tennessee ;  they  were  operative 
Masons,  we  are  not. 

He  thinks  the  cipher  rituals  arc  an  abomination,  with  which  we 
are  entirely  in  accord  with  him ;  and  he  expresses  the  opinion  that 
ultimately  liquor  dealers  will  be  universally  excluded,  in  which  opinion 
Brother  Chambers  is  surely  correct. 

Brother  Chambers  reviews  Californj^a,  1914,  courteously  and  intelli- 
gently. He  quotes  liberally  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Murphey 
and  touches  upon  the  salient  features  of  the  1914  Communication. 

T.  A.  HiSEY,  Morristown,  Grand  Master. 

R.*.  W.'-  John  E.  Garrett,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 
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TEXAS. 
1914. 

79th  Animal,  Waco,  December  1,  2,  3. 
Lodges,  884  ;  members.  63.394;  gain,  3,115. 

Nineteen  Grand  Officers,  eighteen  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  rep- 
resentatives of  539  of  the  884  chartered  Lodges  were  present. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master.  Most  Worshipful  A.  W. 
Houston,  is  a  comprehensive  review  of  his  Masonic  activities  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  "Necrology"  of  the  year  includes  Past  Grand  Master,  Most 
W'orsliipfid  Ih-other  James  H.  McLeary,  whose  distinguished  services 
in  a  civic  and  Masonic  capacity  are  eloquently  adverted  to  by  the  Grand 
Master;  also  Brother  Frank  Raine}-,  whose  services  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Texas  Masonic  Home  from  its  inception  until  1907  secured 
for  him  a  lasting  place  in  the  affections  of  the  Craft  and  afforded  him 
a  higher  place  in  the  Masonry  of  Texas  than  he  could  have  secured 
by  any  honor  resting  simply  upon  title. 

Texas  is,  in  fact,  a  great  Jurisdiction,  standing  numerically  number 
eight  among  the  fifty-five  or  sixty  Grand  Lodges  of  North  America, 
and  the  work  of  the  Grand  Master  is  of  necessity  onerous  and  exacting. 
Grand  Master  Houston  constituted  nineteen  Lodges  that  had  previously 
received  charters ;  he  granted  dispensations  to  form  five  new  Lodges, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  declined  to  issue  dispensations  asked  for  in 
I'lve  other  cases ;  twenty-four  cornerstones  were  laid  with  Masonic 
honors ;  five  public  installations  took  place,  and  otherwise  the  year 
was  one  of  unusual  Masonic  activity. 

Two  hundred  and  six  decisions  arc  reported  1)y  the  Grand  Master, 
and  after  reading  them  all  carefully  wc  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  announced  that  two-thirds 
of  these  decisions  sh.ould  not  have  l)een  reported,  and  in  fact  only 
eleven  of  the  decisions  are  conunented  upon  1)y  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence. 

Texas  is  the  prolific  field  for  cases  of  visible  physical  defects,  and 
the  Grand  Master  passed  upon  probably  one  hundred  or  more  of  these 
cases  and  granted  permission  in  seventy-five  instances  to  confer  degrees 
upon  applicants  slightly  defective  physically,  which,  in  most  other 
Jurisdictions,  would  not  require  any  action  whatever  by  the  Grand 
Master. 

Among  some  of  the  "terribly  maimed''  cases  in  whicli  permission 
was  refused  to  confer  degrees  are  the  following : 
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"Loss  of  a  joint  of  the  little  linger  of  the  right  hand"; 
"Cast  in  left  eye,  sight  impaired" ; 

"Loss  of  first  joint  of  second  finger  of  right  hand,  etc." 

The  Grand  Master  held  that  under  the  law,  as  it  was  in  force  in 
Texas,  Subordinate  Lodges  cannot  confer  degrees  upon  request  of 
Lodges  of  other  Jurisdictions  under  any  circumstances. 

Later  in  the  session  this  defect  was  remedied  and  Lodges  are  now 
permitted  to  confer  degrees  by  "courtesy,"  and  Texas,  having  amended 
her  law  whereby  she  confers  degrees  by  courtesy  for  Lodges  of  other 
Jurisdictions,  we  believe  that  Pennsylvania  is  the  only  Jurisdiction  in 
America  where  this  courtesy  is  not  extended. 

A  ruling  to  the  ef¥ect  that  a  protest  filed  after  an  "Entered  Appren- 
tice" had  taken  the  first  section  of  that  degree  stops  further  proceedings, 
is,  we  believe,  hardly  in  accordance  with  Masonic  authority  generally, 
which  seems  to  be  to  the  effect  that  when  the  work  has  proceeded  until 
after  the  end  of  the  first  section,  a  person  is  then  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason  and  entitled  to  receive  whatever 
knowledge  pertaining  to  that  degree  that  still  remains,  although,  of 
course,  he  may  1)e  stopped  in  the  usual  legal  way  from  further  advance- 
ment. 

The  Jurisdiction  of  Texas  has  one  of  the  finest  Masonic  Homes  in 
the  world.  It  is  a  source  of  pride  to  Texas  Masonry  and  is  referred 
to  by  the  Grand  Master  and  others  with  pride  and  satisfaction. 

Grand  Master  Houston  in  his  year  as  Grand  Master  sent  to  the 
Subordinate  L'xlges  of  the  Jurisdiction  one  of  the  finest  Masonic  letters 
that  it  has  been  our  fortune  to  run  across  in  our  Masonic  reading  in 
the  current  year.  He  states  at  the  outset  in  this  letter  that  Masonry 
stands  for  good  citizenship,  for  the  promotion  of  patriotism  and  the 
uplift  of  character,  and  states,  what  is  necessarily  true,  that  one  who 
does  not  exercise  a  helpful  influence,  upon  those  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact  is  not  a  good  citizen. 

He  points  out  that  IMasonry  teaches  obedience  to  law,  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  all  controversies,  and  the  avoidance  of  force  and  violence. 
No  lawbreaker,  no  contentious  man,  is  a  good  Mason.  Pie  draws 
attention  to  the  fact  that  honest\'  and  fair  dealing,  virtue  and  truth, 
are  cornerstones  of  the  temple  of  ]\lasonic  character.  He  admonishes 
the  brethren  whom  he  addresses  not  to  take  off  Masonry  witli  tlieir 
regalia,  but  to  take  it  home  and  practice  it  at  the  fireside.  He  states 
that  charity  does  not  mean  simply  the  givmg  of  alms.  l)Ut  that,  in  a 
broader  sense,  it  means  that  a  man  will  take  the  erring  and  weaker,  less 
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fortunate  brother  by  the  hand  and  help  him  along  in  the  rugged  pathwa). 
The  slanderous  tongue,  he  points  out,  does  not  belong  to  the  ^lason; 
lie  who  defames  the  good  name  of  his  neighbor  is  not  a  good  Mason  ; 
and  hnally  indicates  that  Masonry  has  a  mission  to  foster  education,  to 
promote  peace,  to  inculcate  virtue,  to  encourage  patriotism,  and  that 
a  good  Mason  must  cultivate  the  spark  of  divine  in  every  human  heart, 
so  that  all  men  may  be  made  better. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  Past  Grand  Master 
George  W.  Tyler. 

California,  \9\3,  is  generously  considered.  Liberal  quotations  are 
made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Filmcr  and  from  Reports  of 
Committees.  California  is  especially  commended  for  its  magnificent 
generosity,  shown  in  furtherance  of  its  charity  obligations,  particularly 
in  connection  with  Masonic  Homes. 

In  Iiis  Conclusion,  Brother  Tyler  refers  at  some  length  to  the 
so-called  new  (jrand  Lodge  of  France  and  indicates  as  his  opinion  that 
this  new  Grand  Lodge  solves  the  problem  of  recognition,  so  far  as 
French  Masonry  is  concerned. 

In  Ills  views  upon  this  subject,  he  is  distinctl_v  at  variance  with 
certain  authorities  that  have  made  a  personal  investigation  of  the 
alleged  new  French  Grand  Lodge,  and  w^e  particularly  have  in  mind  the 
Report  of  Past  Grand  Master  Gallagher  of  Massachusetts,  who  made 
a  personal  investigation  upon  the  field  of  this  so-called  new  Grand  Lodge, 
and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  "fake,"  pure  and  simple,  that 
it  did  not  consist  of  more  than  two,  or,  at  the  outside,  three  Lodges, 
with  a  total  membership  of  less  than  one  hundred,  and  that  its  alleged 
standing  and  regularity  as  a  legitimate  Grand  Lodge  was  without  any 
foundation  whatever. 

At  the  election.  Most  Worshipful  Jewell  P.  Lightfoot  of  Austin 
was  chosen  Grand  Master,  and  Right  Worshipful  Brother  W.  B.  Pierson, 
Wakefield,  Grand  Secretary. 

UTAH. 
1915. 

44th  Annual,  Ogden,  January  19-20. 
Lodges,  19;  members,  2,355;  gain,  154. 

The  Grand  Master  records  with  a  great  deal  of  feeling  the  death 
within  the  year  of  Past  Grand  Master  Bruerton  Jack,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Chairman  of  the  Connnittee  on  Foreign  Corre- 
spondence. 
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The  Grand  Master  refers  to  him  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  one 
of  the  valuable  exponents  of  Masonry  in  Utah.  He  was  tireless  in  his 
devotion  to  duty,  and  fearless  and  fair  in  his  service.  His  wise 
counsel,  the  Grand  Master  states,  will  be  missed,  but  the  memory  will 
remain  of  his  lovable  nature  and  character. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  that  he  received  numerous  invitations 
to  attend  functions  outside  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  refers  particularly 
to  the  great  Peace  Festival  held  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario. 

The  Grand  Master  was  impressed  with  the  need  of  Masonic 
education  and  improvement,  and  recommended  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
should  provide  for  the  appointment  annually  of  a  Committee  of  Masonic 
Instruction  and  Education. 

His  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  an  appropriation  to  carry 
it  into  effect  of  $100  was  made. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  two  dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges ; 
he  duly  constituted  two  Lodges  that  received  charters  at  the  preceding 
Annual  Communication ;  he  personally  visited  every  one  of  the  char- 
tered Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction,  thereby  greatly  stimulating  the 
interest  in  Masonry  throughout  the  State.  He  made  no  decisions 
upon  Masonic  law  within  the  year. 

He  refers  to  the  healthy  and  steady  growth,  nearly  every  Lodge 
in  the  Jurisdiction  showing  a  substantial  gain  over  the  year  preceding. 

A  request  of  the  independent  Grand  Lodge  of  France  for  recogni- 
tion was  not  granted. 

An  exhaustive  Report  was  made  by  a  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  on  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a  Masonic  Home  in 
Utah.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was  it  would  not  be  judicious  for 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  undertake  to  build  a  Masonic  Home  at  this 
time ;  neither  could  the  Committee  recommend  the  starting  of  a  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  building  at  some  future  time.  The  effect  of  the 
Report,  which  was  adopted,  was  to  indefinitely  postpone  even  the 
consideration  of  the  project  of  a  Masonic  Home,  which  action  was 
undoubtedly  very  sensible,  considering  the  fact  that  in  the  entire 
Jurisdiction  of  LTtah  there  are  less  than  2,500  Master  Masons. 

The  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Washington  Mem- 
orial Fund  recommended  that  the  project,  endorsed  by  the  Washington 
National  Masonic  Memorial  Association,  be  approved  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $100  be  made  toward  the  proposed  memorial. 

The  Report  of  this  Committee  was  adopted. 
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Fraternal  recognition  was  denied  to  the  York  Grand  Lodge  of 
Mexico. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Sam  H.  Goodwin,  Past  Grand  Master.  He  states  at  the  outset  of 
his  Report  that  he  a.pproaches  the  task  of  Correspondence  w-ith  more 
or  less  trepidation,  in  view  of  the  marked  al)ility  of  his  predecessors 
in  that  important  position. 

Within  less  than  two  years,  death,  he  states,  has  taken  the  ready 
pen  from  the  hands  of  two  Grand  Correspondents.  Brother  Christopher 
Diehl.  the  former  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Jurisdiction,  who  for  thirty-six 
years  prepared  the  Correspondence  Reports  and  gave  to  those  Reports 
a  distinguished  position.  Brother  Diehl  was  succeeded  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Jack,  whose  two  Reports  w-ere  marked  by  originality  of  view- 
point and  thought. 

Brother  Goodwin,  we  are  sure,  need  have  no  misgivings  as  to 
his  ability  to  capably  fill  the  position  occupied  by  his  illustrious 
predecessors. 

In  the  Report  before  us,  California,  1914,  is  fraternally  considered. 
An  extensive  quotation  is  made  from  Grand  Master  Murphey's  Address, 
and  Brother  IMurphey's  activity  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Masonry  are 
highly  commended. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  two  Masonic  Homes  in  California  and 
the  splendid  work  which  they  are  doing. 

The  Oration  delivered  by  Brother  Waste  is  highly  complimented. 

Brother  Goodwin,  in  his  Conclusion,  refers  to  at  least  three 
subjects;  first,  so-called  Grand  Lodge  usurpation;  secondly,  so-called 
class  legislation,  and,  thirdix-,  h'(|uor  legislation. 

In  his  opinion,  there  is  no  material  danger  of  Grand  Lodges 
absorbing  more  than  they  ought  to  absorb  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  disagrees  with  the  opinion  held  by  some 
as  to  the  tendency  of  centralization  of  power  and  authority  in  the 
Grand  Lodges  at  the  expense  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges.  Neither 
does  he  think  that  there  is  ground  for  any  just  criticism  concerning 
so-called  class  legislation,  and,  closely  allied  to  this  proposition,  is 
that  of  liquor  legislation,  so  generally  adopted  by  Grand  Lodges 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  fact  that  we  are  not  in  entire'  agreement  with  ?)rother  Goodwnn 
upon  these  subjects  does  not  render  less  interesting  his  comments 
thereon. 

Wm.  J.  Shealy,  Salt  Lake  City,  Grand  Master. 
FreEm.an  a.  McCarTy,  Salt  Lake  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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VERMONT. 
1915. 

122nd  Animal,  Burlington,  June  9-10. 
Lodges,  103;  members.  14,055;  gain,  181. 

In  opening  his  Address,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Alaster  Charles 
H.  Darling,  referring  to  the  deplorable  condition  in  which  the  world 
fmds  itself  on  account  of  the  unprecedented  war  in  Europe,  says  : 

"We  meet  this  morning  in  tlie  122d  Annual  C'.mimunication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  As  I  came  into  the  line  and  found  myself  approaching 
the  Grand  East.  I  looked  forward  with  the  hope  that  my  administration 
might  fall  in  a  period  of  peace  as  profound  as  the  building  of  the 
Original  Temple.  But,  instead,  we  find  the  world  involved  in  the 
greatest  war,  perhaps,  in  history.  This  is  the  more  disappointing 
because  a  great  peace  party  had  grown  up ;  a  sentiment  of  progress  had 
seemed  to  possess  the  world,  and  it  was  confidently  believed  that  the 
old  order  of  things  had  passed  away;  that  we  would  never  again  be 
involved  in  a  great  war ;  and  that  we  had  outgrown  those  selfish  and 
sordid  motives  that  actuated  mankind  and  that  led  to  the  wager  of 
Ijattle.  Indeed,  we  had  come  to  jjresumc  that  education  and  intelligence 
were  the  hand-maids  of  civilization,  and  that  in  the  full  possession  of  these 
attributes  the  peace  of  society  was  secure.  And  now,  we  are  amazed 
to  learn  that  we  have  not  outgrown  those  fierce  passions  that  moved 
the  people  of  the  Middle  Ages;  that  our  intelligence  and  scientific  skill 
are  being  devoted  to  the  discovery  and  employment  of  the  means  for 
the  destruction  of  our  fellowmen  ;  and  that  the  most  civilized  nations 
can  still  practice  atrocities  as  cruel  as  those  that  outraged  the  history 
of  barbarous  times." 

Only  two  decisions  on  Masonic  law  were  rendered  by  the  Grand 
Master  within  the  year,  one  of  them  being  somewhat  of  general  interest, 
and,  we  believe,  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law.  We  quote  as 
follows  : 

"The  Master  of  a  Lodge  being  in  California,  the  Junior  Warden 
being"  dead,  and  the  Senior  Warden  being  unable  to  be  present  at  a 
certain  regular  meeting,  the  Lodge  was  opened  and  presided  over  by 
a  Past  Master.  Durin.g  the  meeting  a  member  of  the  Lodge  preferred 
charges  to  the  Past  Master  against  the  Senior  Warden  and  the  same 
were  read  in  open  Lodge  and  by  vote  ordered  to  lie  over.  On  these 
facts  being  presented  for  decision,  it- is  held: 

"1st:  A  Past  Master  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Lodge  and  can  preside 
only  by  courtesy  of  the  Master  or  a  Warden,  one  of  which  must  be 
present  to  open  "the  Lodge  and  be  responsible  for  what  occurs. 

"2nd  :  The  Senior  Warden  was  the  onlv  of¥icer  within  the  Juris- 
diction that  could  act  as  Master  of  the  Lodge  and,  consequently,  the 
only  one  to  whom  charges  could  be  preferred.  He  could  not  prefer 
charges  against  himself  nor  act  as  a  judge  in  his  own  case  and.  con- 
sequently, he  was  not  competent  to  determine  whether  the  charges 
were  frivolous  or  whether  the  accused  should  be  summoned  for  trial. 
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"3rd :  Nor  could  charges  be  preferred  against  the  Senior  Warden 
under  the  circumstances  except  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  because  he  could 
not  act  as  an  officer  while  under  charges,  and  there  would  be  no  one 
empowered  to  open  and  govern  the  Lodge  or  convene  the  same  for  the 
trial  of  a  member ;  and  because  it  would  place  the  Lodge  in  the  power 
of  a  single  member  to  prevent  a  communication  or  the  transaction  of 
its  regular  business." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  Marsh 
O.  Perkins.  His  reviews  of  the  several  Jurisdictions  are,  as  usual, 
excellent,  in  which  quotation  and  comment  are  made  with  discriminating 
judgment. 

California,  1914,  is  fraternally  considered. 

M.*.  W.'.  Charles  H.  Darling,  Burlington,  Grand  Master. 
R.*.  W.*.  Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

VICTORIA,  AUSTRALIA. 
1914. 

25th  Annual,  Melbourne,  September  30. 
Lodges,  212;  members,  14,193;  gain,  854. 

In  perhaps  all  of  the  Australian  Grand  Lodges  very  little  is  brought 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  except  through  the  medium  of  Reports  of 
the  Committee  on  General  Purposes. 

The  Committee  on  General  Purposes  appears  to  he  the  wheel 
within  the  wheel ;  in  other  words,  the  business  agent  to  whom  practically 
all  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  primarily  presented,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  simply  registers  its  approval  of  the  acts  of  the  Committee 
on  General  Purposes ;  and  the  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  are  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  approval  of  balance  sheets 
of  the  various  Funds  and  of  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  on  General 
Purposes. 

There  is  not  a  little  to  be  said  in  favor  of  this  method  of 
procedure.  Contemplated  legislation  and  other  subjects  are  first 
thrashed  out  in  this  Committee  and  can  only  be  introduced  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  after  consideration  by  it,  thereby  preventing  a  great 
amount  of  immature  and  ill-considered  legislation. 

The  Australian  Jurisdictions  are  all  characterized  by  splendid 
business  administration,  and,  while  all  of  them  are  thrifty,  possessing, 
as  a  rule,  relatively  large  funds,  they  discharge  their  charitable  and 
other  obligations  in  a  most  laudable  and  commendable  manner.  These 
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Jurisdictions  have  all  adopted  the  system  of  "annuities"  to  dependent 
Masons  or  orphans,  and  through  this  method  the  percentage  of  relief 
is  high  and  the  cost  of  administration  exceedingly  economical,  particu- 
larly as  compared  with  the  American  Masonic  Home  system. 

This  Jurisdiction  is  just  twenty-five  years  old.  It  holds  to  the 
credit  of.  its  various  Funds  an  amount  in  excess  of  $200,000  and  accre- 
tions to  these  Funds  are  constantly  going  on. 

A  notable  feature  in  connection  with  1914  in  this  Jurisdiction  was 
the  so-called  Semi-Jubilee  Celebration.  In  other  words,  the  celebration 
of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  there  was  printed  and  distributed  a  "Pictorial  Semi-Jubilee  Sou- 
venir," which  contains  the  pictures  of  all  who  have  served  as  Grand 
Masters  and  Grand  Secretaries ;  an  historical  review,  by  Most  Worship- 
ful Brother  the  Reverend  A.  T.  Holden,  Past  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  manifests  a  commendable  pride  in  the  Jurisdic- 
tion and  recounts  the  difficulties  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  obliged 
to  fight  through  before  it  finally  acquired  full  recognition  by  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  all  of  which  had  Lodges  in 
this  territory  at  the  time  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  formed. 

The  information  set  forth  in  this  historical  review  is  exceedingly 
interesting.  It  shows  a  gradual  and  substantial  growth  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  from  year  to  year ;  its  disbursements  for  benevolence  which  have 
exceeded  $150,000  and  other  good  work  which  it  has  accomplished. 

In  connection  with  the  matter  of  selecting  Grand  Masters  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  what  would  strike  a  Mason  belonging  to  an  American 
Jurisdiction  as  peculiar,  is  the  manner  in  which  they  are  chosen. 

For  instance,  the  retiring  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Holden,  stated,  in  his  Address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  time  of 
the  election  of  a  new  Grand  Master,  that  there  had  never  been  any 
contest  for  the  exalted  position  of  Grand  Master,  and  he  voiced  the 
fervent  hope  that  there  never  would  be.  He  says  that  the  institution 
stands  for  peace,  love  and  harmony,  and  that  anything  that  would 
disturb  this  placidity  is  against  the  best  interests  of  the  Order ;  and 
he  proceeded  to  discuss  the  eligibility  of  proposed  candidates  for  Grand 
Master,  and  stated  that,  inasmuch  as  either  himself  or  one  other 
brother  must  naturally  be  elected,  he  had  gone  into  conference  with 
this  other  brother  and  two  or  three  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  they  had  decided  that  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
indicated  the  wisdom  of  elevating  the  other  brother  to  the  Grand 
East,  and,  as  a  result  of  that  conference,  he  virtually  announced  that 
that  brother  had  been  selected  as  Grand  Master. 
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In  other  words,  in  order  to  prcser\-c  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  brethren,  they  had  been  relieved  of  the  vexatious  problem  of 
choosing  a  Ruler  for  themselves  and  three  or  four  of  the  so-called 
leading  men  had  assumed  the  irksome  task  of  choosing  a  Grand 
Master  for  them. 

This  might  "go"  in  Australia,  and  may,  in  that  Jurisdicion,  afford 
a  simple  and  easy  method  of  preserving  harmony,  but  we  fear  in  the 
untrammeled  freedom  of  our  American  Grand  Lodges  that  a  procedure 
of  this  kind  would  be  conducive  to  anything  but  harmony.  Nevertheless 
the  brother  chosen  to  succeed  to  the  Grand  East  was  unquestionably 
a  high-class  gentleman,  and  will  no  doubt  guide  the  Craft  in  this 
Jurisdiction  with  the  same  measure  of  wisdom  that  has  been  manifested 
by  the  five  or  six  previous  Grand  INIasters  which  this  Jurisdiction  has 
had,  it  being  the  custom  here  to  continue  a  Grand  Master  in  office 
anywhere  from  two  to  seven  years  each. 

An  interesting  and  scholarly  paper  was  presented  at  the  final 
Quarterly  Conunnnication  of  the  year,  and  printed  in  the  Proceedings, 
by  Worshipful  Brother  J.  Howlett  Ross,  upon  "The  Spirit  of  Free- 
masonry." 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  Hon.  C.  Carty-Salmon,  Grand  Master,  Melbourne. 
R.'.  W-'.  Bro.  C.  J.  Barrow\  Grand  Secretary,  Melbourne. 

VIRGINIA. 

1915. 

137th  Annual.  Richmond,  February  9. 

The  Annual  Conununication  was  presided  over  by  Right  Worshipful 
James  IV  Wood,  Deputy  (jrand  Master,  on  account  of  the  illness  of 
Grand  Master  Philip  K.  Bauman. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Master  Bauman,  which  had  been  carefully 
prepared  and  which  he  was  unable  to  deliver  in  person,  was  read  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  by  Past  Grand  Master  Joseph  W.  Eggleston. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  death,  within  one  brief  month  in  the 
year,  of  two  out  of  the  ten  Past  Grand  Masters,  Most  Worshipful 
Alfred  R.  Courtney  and  Most  Worshipful  William  Henry  Pleasants. 

The  year  was  an  active  one  Masonically  ;  dispensations  were  granted 
to  form  four  new  Lodges;  the  Grand  Lodge  was  convened  in  Emergent 
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Coniinunicatioiis  three  times  to  place  the  cornerstones  of  public  build- 
ings, and  similar  functions  were  performed  upon  thirteen  separate 
occasions  by  Subordinate  Lodges,  duly  authorized  to  perform  this 
ceremony  by  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  was  al)le  to  attend  in  person  the  Conference 
of  Grand  Masters  held  in  St.  Louis  in  May,  and  he  was  also  present  at 
the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  where,  on 
Jul}^  15,  there  was  celebrated  the  hundred  years  of  peace  between 
America  and  Great  Britain. 

Recognition  was  extended,  in  accordance  with  a  Special  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  the  newly-formed 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 

The  "new"  Grand  Lodge  of  France  was  also  recognized,  although 
this  action  must  have  been  taken  without  mature  consideration.  Appar- 
ently the  principal  reason  why  recognition  was  extended  was  because 
of  the  allegation  that  recognition  had  been  extended  by  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland.  While  American  Masonry  traces 
its  origin  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  is  not  at  all  times  a  safe  guide  to  follow  in  the  matter  of 
recognition  or  non-recognition  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  our  friends  in 
Virginia  would  have  done  well  to  have  made  some  independent  investi- 
gations as  to  the  character  of  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  of  France 
before  so  quickly  extending"  to  it  recognition. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address,  a 
very  proper  distinction  is  referred  to  between  suspended  Masons, 
suspended  for  un-ATasonic  conduct,  and  suspended  Masons,  suspended 
for  non-payment  of  dues.    This  is  what  the  Committee  says: 

"We  heartily  concur  with  our  Grand  Master  that  some  distinction 
should  be  drawn  between  a  Mason  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 
and  one  suspended  for  un-Masonic  conduct.  A  Mason  who  fails  to  pay 
his  dues  should  not  be  styled  a  'suspended  Mason,'  but  as  'non- 
aftiliated  for  failure  to  pay  his  dues.'  We  suggest  that  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  report  some  amendment  to  the  Digest  to  cover  this 
point." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  excellent,  as  indeed  are  all 
Reports  of  Past  Grand  Master  Eggleston.  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

He  reviews  California  in  a  most  fraternal  spirit,  particularly  com- 
mending our  activity  in  1)ringing  to  justice  certain  p.-ddlers  of  spurious 
Masonic  Degrees. 

Brother  Egglcston's  Re])ort  should  l)e  read  by  all  who  are  inter- 
ested in  current  topics  of  Masonic  interest. 

M.'.  W.'.  Ja.mks  R.  Wood,  Charlotteville,  Grand  Master. 

R.*.  W.'.  Chas.  A.  Xesiutt,  Richmond,  Grand  Secretary. 
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WASHINGTON. 
1914. 

57th  Annual,  Tacoma,  June  9. 
Lodges,  186;  members,  19,542;  net  gain,  1,135. 

There  were  present  eighteen  Grand  Officers,  sixteen  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  the  representatives  of  186  chartered  Lodges. 

Brother  Guy  E.  Kelley,  on  behalf  of  the  eight  Lodges  of  the  city 
of  Tacoma,  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome, 
and  a  fitting  response  to  the  Address  of  Welcome  was  made  by  the 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  Brother  R.  L.  Sebastian. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  was  a  straight-forward,  business- 
like statement  of  his  official  activities ;  five  cornerstones  were  placed 
with  the  ceremonies  of  the  Craft ;  three  Lodges  that  had  previously 
received  their  charters  were  duly  constituted,  and  six  dispensations 
were  granted  to  form  new  Lodges. 

Four  decisions  were  rendered  by  the  Grand  Master.  The  first 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  manager  of  the  bottling  department  of  a 
brewery  is  eligible  to  receive  the  Degrees,  which  is  probably  correct ; 
at  least  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  thought  so  under  the  laws  of 
Washington. 

The  second  decision  was  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  Senior  Warden- 
elect,  having  a  defective  arm,  which  prevented  him  from  assuming 
certain  positions  required  at  times,  did  not  disqualify  him  from  being 
installed,  it  being  perfectly  proper  for  him  to  call  a  brother  to  his 
assistance  should  he  desire  to  do  so.  This  decision  was,  we  believe, 
properly  upheld  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee. 

Another  decision  was  to  the  effect  that  an  unaffiliated  Mason, 
desiring  to  join  a  Lodge,  and  who  had  loaned  his  dimit  to  a  female 
relative  in  a  distant  State  to  enable  her  to  join  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  could  not  attach  to  his  application  for  membership  a  copy  of 
his  dimit,  but  that  the  original  dimit  must  of  necessity  accompany  the 
application.  This  decision  was  likewise  upheld,  although  we  believe, 
under  the  laws  of  California,  if  he  could  prove  the  copy,  it  would  be 
accepted  in  lieu  of  the  original. 

Recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Costa  Rica. 

In  closing  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  gives  expression  to  his 
belief  that  the  defect  in  human  nature  that  causes  almost  all  our 
troubles  is  that  most  insidious  frailty,  z'auity.  We  may  call  it,  so  he 
states,  by  any  other  name,  yet  a  careful  self-examination  will  show 
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us  that  cither  personal  or  intellectual  vanity  influences  us  in  almost 
every  act.  For  instance,  the  desire  for  leadership,  a  thirst  for  power, 
and  our  reluctance  when  we  are  clearly  in  the  wrong  to  admit  that  this 
is  so.  He  goes  on  further  to  state  that,  in  his  opinion,  nine-tenths  of  the 
Lodge  troubles  would  disappear  if  every  member  would  banish  vanity 
and  pride  of  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  the  Grand  Master,  in  searching  for  a  final  thought 
to  leave  with  those  who  had  so  greatly  honored  him  in  choosing  him  as 
Grand  Master,  finds  that  thought  in  the  idea  of  "service." 

He  states  that  there  can  1)c  no  joy  in  the  world  comparable  to  the 
satisfaction  produced  by  a  kind  act  cheerfully  and  unselfishly  performed, 
and  thinks  that  we  may  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  that  in  our 
humble,  every-day  lives  we  have  greater  opportunities  for  service 
that  the  mighty  rulers  of  the  earth,  such  as  emperors  and  kings  who 
control  the  lives  and  destinies  of  millions  of  their  subjects.  A  pleasant 
smile,  a  helping  hand,  a  kindly  word  all  help  to  lighten  the  heavy 
burden  of  those  perplexed  ones  who  are  with  difficulty  ascending  the 
hill  of  life.  A  life  full  of  thought  for  others  is  one  in  which  there  is 
neither  time  nor  inclination  for  vanity  or  petty  strife.  Such  a  life  is 
always  so  full  of  happiness  that  it  carries  sunshine  wherever  it  goes  and 
is  the  only  life,  after  all,  that  is  worth  living. 

An  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  Grand  Lodge  to  give  its  official 
sanction  to  a  cipher  of  the  standard  work  of  Washington.  The  Grand 
Lodge,  however,  very  wisely,  as  well  as  decisively,  turned  the  proposi- 
tion down. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Most  Worshipful  Past 
Grand  Master  Ralph  C.  McAllester.  Brother  McAllester  stands  up 
for  the  rights  of  Subordinate  Lodges  and  contends  that  there  is  too 
much  interference  on  the  part  of  Grand  Lodges  with  the  affairs  of 
Subordinate  Lodges,  particularly  concerning  finances. 

He  courteously  and  fraternally  reviews  California,  1913.  He  com- 
mends Grand  Master  Filmer  for  his  record  of  a  busy  year.  He 
particularly  endorses  what  Grand  Master  Filmer  had  to  say  about  the 
wisdom  of  disciplining  members  who  frequently  violate  and  persist 
in  violating  their  Masonic  obligations,  and  in  his  maintaining  that 
there  is  no  condonation  of  crime  in  Masonry. 

M.".  W.'.  Wm.  J.  Sutton,  Cheney,  elected  Grand  Master. 

R.'.  W."-  HoRACi:  W.  Tyler,  Tacoma,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
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WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 
1914. 

15th  Annual,  Perth,  April  23. 
Lodges,  95;  members,  4,042;  gain,  95. 

Within  the  preceding  year  a  Quarterly  Communication  was  held 
in  July.  1913.  at  Boulder;  another  Quarterly  at  Perth  in  October,  and 
still  another  Quarterly  at  Perth  in  January. 

At  the  January  Quarterly,  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother,  the  Right 
Rev.  C.  O.  L.  Riley,  Lord  Bishop  of  Perth,  was  re-elected  to  serve 
for  the  eleventh  consecutive  term  as  Grand  Master. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  in  April,  1914,  the  Grand  Master 
briefly  recounts  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  formation, 
in  1900.  with  33  Lodges  on  the  roll  and  less  than  2,000  members,  to 
the  present  time,  with  95  Lodges  on  the  roll  and  a  membership 
exceeding  4,000. 

Western  Australia,  like  practically  all  of  the  Australian  Grand 
Lodges,  had  great  dil¥iculty  in  winning  recognition  from  the  mother 
Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Ireland.  These  so-called  mother  Grand 
Lodges  cling  with  a  death-like  tenacity  to  these  outlying  territories 
and  only  permit  llieir  grip  to  be  pried  loose  when  further  resistance 
is  not  only  useless  but  absurd. 

Western  Australia  only  won  its  recognition  as  a  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  from  the  so-called  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  although  it  has  had  a  standing  among  the  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  for  at  least  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

In  one  of  the  Grand  Master's  Addresses,  favorable  mention  was 
made  by  him  of  the  new  Masonic  demonstration  in  France,  called  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  France ;  although  we  believe  formal  recognition  was 
not  extended,  and  no  doubt  if  an  investigation  is  made  into  the 
genesis  of  this  so-called  new  Grand  Lodge  formal  recognition  will  not 
be  extended. 

As  is  characteristic  of  all  of  the  Australian  Grand  Lodges,  the 
Quarterly  Communications  are  devoted  principally  to  the  reception  of 
Reports  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  balance  sheets  from  Com- 
mittees in  charge  of  various  Funds,  and  to  the  routine  matters  of 
accepting  "apologies"  from  meml)ers  unable  to  be  present  and  the 
election  of  officers. 

From  the  Summary  of  the  various  Funds  which  is  presented,  we 
discover  that  the  total  assets  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  is  now  only 
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fifteen  years  old,  with  a  momljcrsliip  of  scirccly  more  than  4,000, 
exceed  $60,000;  and,  through  the  system  of  annuities,  important  charity 
work  is  constantly  going  on  in  connection  with  the  care  of  indigent 
Masons,  orphan  children,  etc.,  twenty-four  orphan  children  being  at 
this  Communication  taken  care  of  by  disl)ursements  from  the  so-called 
Widows,  Orphans  and  Aged  Masons'  Fund. 

There  is  a  Report  on  Correspondence,  prepared  by  a  numl)er  of 
reviewers,  California.  191v3,  being  fraternally  and  generously  reviewed 
by  Brother  F.  A.  McMullin. 

He  refers  in  complimentary  terms  in  his  review  of  California  to 
the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Filmer  and  to  the  ceremonies  incident 
to  the  dedication  of  our  new  Masonic  Temple  in  San  Francisco. 

M.*.  W.'.  Brother  The  Right  Reverend  C.  O.  L.  RilEy;  Grand 
Master. 

J.  D.  Stevenson,  Grand  Secretary. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

1914. 

50th  Annual,  Bluefield,  November  11-12. 
Lodges,  147;  memliers,  17,740;  gain,  1,037. 

At  the  fiftieth  Annual  Communication,  held  at  Bluefield,  the  Most 
Worshipful  Thomas  P.  Jacobs  presided  as  Grand  Master.  There  was 
in  attendance  the  full  list  of  Grand  Ofificers,  fourteen  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  the  representatives  of  135  Subordinate  Lodges. 

In  opening  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  states  : 

"We  are  again  at  the  close  of  another  Masonic  year.  The  work 
during  that  period  has  been  quite  laborious,  and  yet  it  has  been  a  labor 
of  love.  And  I  can  speak  of  it  as  one  of  the  busiest  and  one  of 
the  happiest  years  of  mv  life.  It  has  been  to  the  Fraternity  a  year 
of  great  peace  and  great  prosperity.  No  great  calamity  has  befallen 
the  people  of  our  State.  No  great  event  of  any  kind,  such  as  the 
flood  of  1913,  has  crossed  our  pathway  or  caused  any  suffering  to 
the  members  of  the  Fraternity.  We  have  had  a  bountiful  year.  A 
kind  Providence  has  given  us  a  bountiful  harvest.  We  are  at  peace 
with  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  No  horrid,  savage,  brutal  war  such 
as  we  see  beyond  the  Atlantic  destroys  our  peace.  And  no  blood  has 
been  shed  for  t'le  protection  of  our  institutions.  We  have  trod  truly 
the  paths  of  peace  and  prosperity  and  we  are  enabled  to  be  doubly 
grateful  to  the  Grand  Supreme  Architect  of  the  universe  for  all  the 
i)lessings  which  we  individually  and  collectively  enjoy.  The  increase 
in  our  membership  has  been  unusual.     Much  new  material  has  been 
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gathered  in.  The  Lodges  have  done  their  work  well.  I  have  perceived 
wherever  I  have  traveled  throughout  the  State  an  increased  enthusiasm, 
almost  without  exception,  among  the  brethren,  while  peace  and  harmony 
rule  and  reign  among  them.  And  it  makes  one  glad  to  visit  the 
brethren  in  their  Lodge  meetings  and  to  behold  a  spirit  of  fraternity 
and  an  enthusiastic  desire  to  increase  the  number  of  the  worth}^,  while 
at  the  same  time  protecting  well  the  outer  gate." 

One  gathers  from  reading  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the 
preceding  year  was  one  of  Masonic  activity;  a  large  number  of  corner- 
stone ceremonies,  as  is  usual  in  this  Jurisdiction,  were  conducted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge;  the  Grand  Master  interpreted  local  Masonic  law 
in  a  large  number  of  instances,  but  none  of  his  rulings  was  of  a 
general  nature. 

From  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his  Address,  we  quote  as 
follows : 

"I  assert  that  Freemasonry  is  a  religious  institution;  do  not 
misunderstand  me ;  I  say.  Masonry  is  a  religious  institution.  I  do  not 
say  it  is  a  sectarian  institution,  for  it  is  not.  It  is  confined  to  no  sect. 
It  admits  Protestant  and  Jew.  Catholic  and  Mohammedan  ;  men  of  all 
climes,  countries  and  religions.  And  in  every  sphere  a  brother  may 
be  found.  The  only  and  supreme  test  is  a  belief  in  a  Supreme  Being 
and  a  desire  to  be  serviceable  to  our  fellowmen. 

"It  teaches  moral  conduct  based  on  the  morality  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Every  moral  principle  finds  a  ready  counterpart  in  the 
Bible.  Moreover,  it  teaches  moral  uprightness  here  and  a  glorious 
resurrection  to  the  Life  Everlasting.  It  teaches  infinite  progression. 
The  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  is  strong  and  powerful  and  able  to 
cleanse  from  all  sin ;  watches  over  each  individual  born  into  the  world 
and  calls  to  Life  and  Light  the  faithful  Mason  who  shows  himself  the 
true  and  perfect  Ashler,  fit  for  the  Grand  Architect's  use. 

"Not  only  is  immortality  of  the  soul  fully  taught,  but  also  He  who 
•broke  the  bonds  of  the  grave  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
and  gave  strange  and  remarkable  gifts  unto  the  sons  of  men,  even  life 
evermore ;  also  in  His  life,  death  and  resurrection  assures  us  that  the 
body  shall  be  raised  and  become  as  incorruptible  as  the  soul. 

"He  also  teaches  infinite  progression ;  that  knowledge  extended 
infinitely  leads  to  Omniscience;  that  power  projected  to  infinity  produces 
Omnipotence ;  and  that  the  faithful  Masons  may  ultimately  stand  in  the 
places  of  the  Angels  of  Light. 

"When  the  initiate  is  first  brought  from  profane  darkness  to 
Masonic  light,  the  first  thing  he  beholds  before  him  is  the  Book  of 
Constitutions,  which  to  Masons  professing  Christianity  is  the  Holy 
Bible,  which  contains  the  teaching  of  all  truth ;  and  we  see  there,  in 
the  record  of  that  sacred  Book,  the  blessed  truths  which  assure  us  of 
Immortal  Life ;  and  we  are  there  taught  that  the  Great  Architect  of 
the  Universe,  who  to  us  is  our  Father,  loves  us  with  an  undying  love,  and 
because  that  we  are  sinners  loves  us  with  that  love,  and  has  sent  into 
the  world  the  strong  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  to  redeem  us  and  save 
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lis  and  at  last  to  take  us  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Lodge  above,  where  the 
Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  presides. 

''The  Book  of  Constitutions,  for  us  the  Bible,  is  a  part  of  Masonry ; 
and  every  tenet  of  the  Fraternity  is  found  in  that  blessed  volume.  From 
the  first  it  is  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  faith.  I  have  heard  Masons  say 
that  Masonry  was  a  good  enough  church  for  them.  Be  warned  at  this 
point.  Let  no  one  rest  his  eternal  welfare  on  this  fallacy.  Masonry  is 
not  the  church,  but  in  Christian  lands  it  is  the  hand-maiden  of  the 
church.  It  tracks  exactlv  in  the  line  of  Bible  Morality;  but  this  is  not 
sectarianism.  Yet  I  regard  it  just  as  necessary  for  my  eternal  welfare 
that  I  should  belong  to  the  church  of  my  choice,  although  Masonry  is 
built  upon  the  morality  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

"Masonry  is  not  a  religion,  but  it  is  essentially  a  religious  institution. 
Every  Lodge  has  spread  upon  its  altar  the  Book  of  Constitutions ;  to 
Masons  professing  Christianity  the  Holy  Bible;  to  the  Hebrew  Mason 
it  is  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  ;  to  the  Mohammedan  it  is  the  Koran ; 
but  in  each  case  it  is  the  rule  and  guide  of  faith.  Why,  then,  should  we 
hesitate  to  say  that  our  Book  of  Constitutions  does  not  boldly  teach  us 
the  way  of  Life,  for  it  is  said  in  the  Book,  "He  that  believeth  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  is  born  of  God." 

"Why,  then,  should  we  as  Christian  Masons  hide  the  Christ  behind  a 
Judaistic  figure,  and  longer  call  him  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah? 
This  historic  figure  is  the  prophesied  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world, 
the  Shiloh,  the  one  to  come ;  the  Sublime  Figure  of  the  Jewish  Scrip- 
tures, the  Crown  Prince  of  the  New  Dispensation. 

"Our  Book  of  Constitutions  teaches  us  that  Sublime  Person,  the 
Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living  God ; 
and  if  our  Book  of  Constitutions  does  not  so  teach,  then  is  our  Masonry 
a  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

"If  this  be  not  true,  what  business  have  we  parading  the  Holy  Bible 
as  our  Chief  Jewel?    As  our  Great  Light? 

"Let  every  one  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  Christianity  in  its  essentials 
is  not  taught  by  Masonry.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  does  not  so  teach, 
then  the  Craft  is  a  mere  ritualism,  meaningless  except,  perhaps,  as  a 
means  of  binding  men  together  for  social  and  purely  material  purposes. 

"No,  my  brethren.  Masonry  is  not  a  mere  system  of  ritualism.  It 
teaches  more  than  a  mere  philosophy ;  it  teaches  us  that  the  true  and 
faithful  Mason  is  the  son  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  he 
shall  be." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Most 
Worshipful  George  W.  Atkinson,  Past  Grand  Master. 

In  his  Conclusion,  he  gives  expression  to  his  opinion  that,  so  far 
as  he  is  able  to  judge,  Freemasonry  throughout  the  world  is  going 
forward  with  steady  steps  and  stately  mien,  and  is  apparently  impreg- 
nable against  any  attacks  made  upon  it.  "The  mustard-seed  shot  of 
her  opponents,"  he  remarks,  "have  thus  far  fallen  harmlessly  at  her 
feet." 


154 


REPORT   ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


In  his  comments  concerning  the  various  Jurisdictions,  lie  touches 
the  salient  points,  and  his  selections  for  quotation  are  made  with 
discriminating-  judgment. 

California,  1913,  is  courteously  and  very  generously  considered. 

He  refers  to  the  magnificent  Temple  in  San  Francisco,  which  had 
just  been  completed,  and  finds  words  of  decided  praise  for  the  zeal  and 
energy  displayed  by  Grand  Master  Filmer  in  his  visitations  throughout 
the  Jurisdiction,  and  in  the  general  intelligence  displayed  in  his 
administration,  and  the  splendid  Report  rendered  at  its  close. 

He  is  impressed  with  the  progress  of  Masonry  in  California,  and 
with  the  splendid  work  accomplished  by  the  Jurisdiction  in  the  line 
of  charity,  referring  particularly  to  the  two  Masonic  Homes  in  our 
Jurisdiction. 

Brother  Atkinson's  Report  throughout  is  extremely  readable  and 
we  recommend  its  perusal  to  all  interested  in  tlie  events  which  have 
transpired  within  the  past  year  in  the  Masonic  world. 

M.'.  W.'.  WiLLTAM  T.  IcK,  Jr.,  Philippi,  Grand  Master. 

M.*.  W.".  John  M.  Collins,  Charleston,  Grand  Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 
1915. 

71st  Annual,  Milwaukee,  June  8. 
Lodges,  273;  members,  30,551;  gain,  1,308. 

The  Seventy-first  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by 
the  Most  Worshipful  Bernard  F.  Keller,  Grand  Master.  The  Grand 
Master's  Address  is  an  excellent  document.  It  records  the  activities 
of  an  exceedingly  busy  year.  He  adverts  to  that  which  has  wrung 
the  hearts  of  the  civilized  world  in  tlie  last  year  in  the  awful  conflict 
between  nations  in  progress  across  the  water. 

He  is  saddened  by  the  thought  that,  just  as  the  world  seemed 
to  be  congratulating  itself  on  the  achievements  of  Christian  civilization 
and  on  its  advancement  beyond  the  barbarism  of  warfare,  there  came 
a  clash  of  arms  and  a  slaughter  of  human  beings  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  and  all  over  what  is  seemingly  an  undefined, 
indeterminate  cause.  He  is  grieved  and  sick  at  heart  over  what  seems 
to  be  humanity  of  this  advanced  day  and  date  returning  to  a  barbarism 
more  terrible  than  the  cruelties  of  Attila  and  his  blood-thirsty  hordes 
of  medicTval  times. 
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The  Grand  Master  l)cwails  the  iK-lplessncss  with  which  we  arc 
compelled  to  view  war's  horrors,  powerless  to  sta)'  its  wasting  hand, 
helpless  spectators  in  tlie  awful  tragedy. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  relief  asked  for  because  of  the 
war,  but  agrees  with  practically  all  others  that  such  relief  as  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  might  be  able  to  extend  at  this  time  would  be  as 
a  grain  of  sand  on  the  seashore,  and  he  believes,  with  others,  that  the 
time  has  not  yet  come  when  Masonic  relief  can  be  extended  in  a 
substantial  way. 

The  Grand  Master  deprecates  persistent  attempts  which  seem  to 
have  been  made  in  his  Jurisdiction  to  draw  Masons  and  Masonry  into 
religious  controversies,  and  he  hopes  that  the  influence  of  all  good 
Masons  will  be  addressed  to  the  effort  to  prevent  any  such  movement 
directed  against  any  creed,  the  true  Masonic  doctrine  being  a  broad 
religious  tolerance,  based  on  the  underlying  principles  of  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

Referring  to  the  harvest  of  death,  he  mentions  the  following 
distinguished  Masons  of  his  Jurisdiction,  called  to  their  reward  during 
the  preceding  year  :  Past  Grand  Master  Edwin  J.  Farr,  Grand  Chaplain 
J.  Thomas  Prior,  Jr.,  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  Samuel  S.  Fifefield. 

He  rejoices  that  Masonry  teaches  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
and  expresses  the  opinion  that,  except  for  this  belief,  death  would 
indeed  be  a  melancholy  event ;  hut,  because  of  this  belief,  death  is 
robbed  of  much  of  its  terror. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  certain  rulings  touching  Masonic  law 

of  the  Jurisdiction,  which  were  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 

none  of  the  decisions,  we  believe,  are  of  more  than  local  interest,  and 
are  therefore  not  quoted. 

In  this  Jurisdiction  a  limited  use  of  the  so-called  "keys"  has  been 
permitted,  but  we  discover  here,  as  elsewhere  where  this  unmasonic 
thing  has  been  permitted,  a  disposition  to  reduce  the  evil  to  the 
strictest  limit,  and,  no  doubt,  even  here,  the  time  will  come  when  it 
will  be  absolutely  eliminated. 

There  is  a  very  fair  prospect,  in  this  Jurisdiction,  which  has  always 
been  against  the  proposition  of  a  Masonic  Home,  that  a  Alasonic 
Home  will  come  to  it  through  transfer  from  the  Scottish  Rite  Con- 
sistory. If  the  transfer  is  made  it  will  carry  with  it  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  an  accumulated  fund  of  $200,000  and  an  equipment  which  will 
enable  the  Grand  Lodge  to  proceed  at  once  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
this  great  beneficence.    The  one  outstanding  feature  of  this  Communi- 


156 


REPORT   ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


cation  was  the  consideration  of  the  Home  proposition,  and  the  adoption 
of  Committee  Reports  covering  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  investiga- 
tion, with  recommendation  for  the  acquirement  of  the  Home,  condi- 
tioned upon  the  arrangement  of  certain  preliminary  conditions,  which 
seem  quite  certain  to  be  adjusted. 

The  subject  met  with  the  enthusiastic  support  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
It  is  recorded,  in  announcing  the  adoption  of  these  various  Reports, 
that  they  were  in  all  cases  approved  unanimously ,  including  the  some- 
what drastic  measure  of  increasing  the  per  capita  assessment  for 
charity  purposes  from  10  cents  to  60  cents,  50  cents  being  for  Masonic 
Home  purposes. 

We  have  made  something  of  a  study  of  Masonic  Homes  and 
heartily  approve  of  the  system  in  Jurisdictions  that  are  able,  without 
distress,  to  carry  the  projects  forward,  and  Wisconsin  is  one  of  the 
Jurisdictions  that  is  large  enough  numcricall}^,  and  enthusiastic  enough 
Masonically,  to  carry  forward  successfully  a  Masonic  Home,  and, 
personally,  we  are  delighted  to  see  Wisconsin  falling  into  line  in  the 
matter  of  this  great  and  useful  charity.  It  does  not  recommend  itself 
upon  the  score  of  economy.  Masonic  Homes  do  not  afford  an  economic 
means  of  taking  care  of  aged  and  decrepit  Masons  and  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  ]\Iasons,  but  it  does,  we  believe,  afford  the  best  way  of 
accomplishing  this  work,  and  we  are  sure  that  in  Jurisdictions  that 
do  not  have  these  institutions  many  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  this 
kind  of  relief  are  overlooked  entirely,  and  in  Masonry,  as  in  everything 
else,  perhaps  more  especially  in  Masonry,  one  is  helped  by  helping 
others. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  six  new  Lodges,  and  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, in  the  preceding  year,  advanced  not  only  in  the  true  spirit  of 
Masonry,  but  in  a  material  sense,  as  shown  in  the  new  Lodges  chartered, 
increase  in  membership,  etc. 

The  Grand  Master  concludes  his  Address,  which  throughout  is  oi 
a  high  order,  by  a  reverent  expression  of  his  dependence  upon  the 
Supreme  Grand  Master,  and  his  unswerving  faith  that  the  Great 
Architect  of  the  Universe  will  guide  and  direct  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  paths  of  wisdom  and  righteousness. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  prepared  by 
Aldro  Jenks,  Past  Grand  Master,  this  being  his  eighteenth  production. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  Reports  produced  in  our  American  Jurisdic- 
tions. Brother  Jenks  is  certainly  a  safe  guide  to  his  Grand  Lodge 
in  questions  that  come  before  his  Committee.  His  ideas  are  sound, 
and  by  following  them  his  Grand  Lodge  will  never  go  far  astray. 
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For  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  new  so-called  French  Grand 
Lodge,  that  appealed  about  a  year  ago  to  all  of  our  American  Grand 
Jurisdictions  for  recognition,  Brother  Jenks  advised  his  Grand  Lodge 
to  take  no  hasty  action,  to  go  slow,  and  not  be  carried  off  its  feet 
by  what  appeared  to  be  a  strong  case  in  favor  of  recognition.  The 
wisdom  of  his  advice  to  take  time  to  investigate  has  been  amply 
justified  in  the  subsequent  developments,  which  clearly  indicate  that 
this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  is  absolutely  without  substantial  character 
or  basis. 

We  believe  that  Brother  Jenks  is  right  in  his  opinion  that  the 
Annual  Conferences  of  Grand  Masters  are  engineered  by  those  who 
are  trying  to  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and 
therefore,  he  thinks,  they  should  not  be  encouraged. 

He  takes  the  same  view  with  reference  to  the  George  Washington 
Masonic  National  Memorial  Association,  that  the  ultimate  purpose  of 
this  organization,  if  carried  to  fruition,  will  form  a  nucleus  about  which 
may  be  developed  the  Supreme  Grand  Lodge  idea.  Brother  Jenks  has 
not  been  an  advocate  of  the  Masonic  Home  idea,  but  when  Wisconsin 
has  a  Masonic  Home  and  he  learns  from  actual  experience  all  of  the 
excellencies  of  the  institution,  we  are  confident  he  will  become  a  convert 
to  the  idea. 

We  have  taken  much  pleasure  in  reading  his  present  Report.  It 
is  replete  with  good  things.  We  commend  its  perusal  to  others ;  he 
gives  California,  1914,  kindly  and  courteous  consideration,  touching 
upon  the  important  transactions  of  that  Communication. 

George  O.  Kellogg,  Grand  Master,  Elk. 
W.  W.  Peery,  Grand  Secretary,  Milwaukee. 

WYOMING. 
1914. 

40th  Annual,  Thcomopolis,  September  9. 
Lodges,  34;  members,  3,190;  net  gain,  150. 

At  the  Annual  Communication,  the  Address  of  Grand  Master 
Fred  C.  Barnett  was  a  straight-forward,  business-like  document,  which 
sets  forth  Masonic  activities  of  the  year  in  succinct  and  orderly  fashion. 

He  drew  attention,  among  other  things,  to  the  fact  that,  while 
we  rejoice  in  a  measure  of  prosperity,  we  are  in  the  presence  of  the 
greatest  conflict  of  nations  in  the  history  of  the  world.    In  consequence 
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our  sympathies  go  out  to  our  unfortunate  fellowmcn  who  are  ruthlessly 
trampled  beneath  the  heel  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  In  this  dark 
hour  of  stru.u.glc.  he  !4i\es  expression  to  the  hope  that,  after  the  storm 
is  over  and  the  awfrl  carnaL^o  wrought  ihe  engines  of  war  is  ended, 
the  time  will  come  when,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet  of  old,  "Nations 
shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation  ;  when  swords  shall  be  beaten  into 
plowshares  and  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  and  when  nations  shall  not 
learn  w-ar  any  more." 

The  Grand  Master  reported  twenty-one  decisions.  It  is  remarkable 
that  a  Grand  blaster  would  be  bothered  or  would  make  memoranda 
under  Decision  to  such  questions  as  these: 

"What  action  is  necessary  tn  expel  a  member  for  unmasonic 
conduct?" 

"The  Master  of  our  Lodge  is  charged  with  unmasonic  conduct. 
Accordingly  we  procured  his  resignation  and  promise  to  remain  away 
from  the  Lodge.  Later,  being  undecided  as  to  the  method  of  this 
course,  asked  3^our  advice  as  to  the  best  method  to  pursue." 

The  Grand  Master  naturally  answered  the  hrst  of  these  inquiries 
by  referring  the  questioner  to  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  and  the 
second  one  l)y  stating  that  a  master  could  not  resign  nor  be  tried  by 
the  Lodge. 

Another  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  was  to  deny  a  petition  for 
affiliation  from  a  1)rother  residing  in  another  State.  This  ruling,  we 
l)elieve,  is  in  eontraxention  of  fundamental  Masonic  law,  which  permits 
a  blaster  ]\Iason,  in  good  standing,  holding  a  dimit,  to  affiliate  with 
any  Lodge  at  any  time. 

The  Grand  blaster  referred  to  the  Conference  of  Grand  Masters 
held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  regarded  the  occasion  as  one  long 
to  be  remembered.  He  undoul)tedly  had  a  good  time,  but  the  question 
naturally  presents  itself,  what  practical  good  was  accomplished  beyond 
the  mere  matter  of  entertainment? 

In  accordance  with  the  ])lan  adopted  several  years  since  of 
accumulating  a  Fund  in  anticii)ation  of  founding  a  Masonic  Home, 
it  is  disclosed  at  this  Connnunication  that  an  accumulation  aggregating 
$11,455.50  has  been  made.  Doubts,  however,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  a 
Jurisdiction  no  larger  than  Wyoming,  numerically  speaking,  of  course, 
arose  in  the  minds  of  the  brethren  of  Wyoming,  and  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  make  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  subject  and  ascertain 
from  the  experience  of  other  Jurisdictions  whether  or  not  the  proposi- 
tion was  feasible.    As  a  result  of  this  investigation  a  Report  was 
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rendered  discouraging  the  present  idea  of  a  Masonic  TTonie  ;  and  the 
recommendation  of  this  Committee  to  the  extent  of  al)an(loning  the 
Home  project  was  adopted;  but  it  was  voted  to  continue  the  accumuhi- 
tion  of  the  Fund,  the  income  from  which  to  l)e  used  in  the  alleviation 
of  Masonic  distress  within  the  Jurisdiction,  the  name  "Masonic  Home 
Fund"  to  be  retained. 

The  decision  of  Wyoming,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  was 
undoubtedly  a  wise  one. 

In  Wyoming  it  appears  that  U.  D.  Lodges  may  affiliate  Masons. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  usual  doctrine. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  both  Wardens,  it  seems,  also, 
that  any  Past  Master  of  the  Lodge  may  open,  close  and  conduct  busi- 
ness, which  is  also  contrary  to  the  usual  procedure. 

And  a  rejected  candidate  for  affiliation  cannot  renew  his  applica- 
tion in  less  than  six  months ;  also  unusual.  All  of  these  rulings  or 
provisions  conflict  with  what  is  usually  regarded  as  well  settled 
Masonic  law. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  W.  L. 
Kuykendall,  and  this  Report,  like  preceding  Reports  from  his  pen. 
shows  that  he  is  widely  read  upon  Masonic  sulijects. 

He  is  a  strict  constructionist,  very  properly,  we  believe,  in  the 
matter  of  recognition  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  believes  that  only  Grand 
Lodges  should  be  recognized  that  confine  themselves  to  the  three 
symbolic  degrees,  and  only  when  they  are  sovereign  and  independent 
in  the  territory  where  they  claim  jurisdiction. 

He  disapproves,  very  properly,  in  our  opinion,  of  England's  action 
in  recognizing  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  France. 

LTnder  the  caption  of  "South  Carolina,"  he  states  that  he  believes 
that  he  is  the  only  reviewer  who  has  openly  contended  for  the  principle 
that  no  Mason  is  entitled  to  recognition  until  his  Grand  Lodge  is 
recognized.  In  a  general  way  we  are  in  harmony  with  this  view, 
although  it  will  sometimes  happen  that  recognition  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
by  another  Grand  Lodge  is  ofttimes  postponed,  rather  than  positively 
denied ;  and  in  cases  of  this  character,  we  believe,  recognition  may 
properly  be  extended  to  an  individual  coming  from  that  Jurisdiction, 
if  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  regular. 

For  instance,  California  has  never  officially  recognized  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Queensland.  This  is  not  because  Queensland  is  not  entitled 
to  recognition,  but  simply  because  the  matter  has  not  been  drawn  to 
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the  attention  of  California  in  recent  years,  and  the  subject  lies  dormant. 
Recognition  will  unquestionably  be  extended  to  Queensland  when  the 
matter  is  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  as 
it  no  doubt  will  be  soon ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  we  apprehend  that 
there  would  be  no  infraction  of  Masonic  principles  if  visitors  from 
Queensland  were  received  into  our  California  Lodges. 

We  agree  with  Brother  Kuykendall  that  the  Grand  Representative 
system  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  "farce." 

California,  1914,  is  reviewed  in  a  generous  and  fraternal  spirit  by 
Brother  Kuykendall. 

J.  J.  JewETT,  Riverton,  Grand  Master. 

W.  L.  Kuykendall,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Secretary. 


INDEX  — 1  9  1  5 


A 

Accounts — Report  of  Committee  on  102 

Accusation — What  Fact  Should  Be  Stated  in  327 

Address  of  Grand  Master  (See  also  Grand  Master)  281 

Affiliation — Jurisdiction  of  Lodges  on  Applications  for  295 

Aged  Members — Suggestion  Regarding  Life  Membership  323 

Alexander.  Mrs.  H.  E. — Resignation  as  Matron  of  Home  394 

Alphabetical  List  of  Lodges  553 

Alphabetical  Location  of  Lodges  562 

Amendments  to  Charges  on  Retrial  295-6 

Anaheim  Lodge  No.  207 — Dedication  of  New  Hall  285 

Angel  Island — Relative  to  Lodge  at  Fort  McDowell  432 

Annual  Communications — Proposal  to  Meet  at  Los  Angeles. .335,  474,  523 

Annual  Oration— By  Matt  S.  Hughes  490 

Ashlar  Lodge  No.  306— Trial  Record  346 

Claim  of   377,  519 

Assets— Of  Grand  Lodge   340 

Of  Masonic  Endowment  Fund   342 

Attorney  at  Law — May  not  Act  as  Counsel  at  Masonic  Trial  if  not  a 
Mason   292 

B 

Ballot  Box— Preparation  of  Before  Each  Ballot  291 

Bethlehem  Lodge — Dispensation  for   343 

Charter  for  513 

Blackmer  Lodge  No.  442 — Reference  to  Constituting  of  284 

Blanks — Uniform  System  of  Recommended  322 

Boards  of  Relief— Burials  by  ,..  ....357,  367,  374 

Definition  of  Term  "Orphan"  294,  382,  428 

Honolulu,  Report  of   370 

Los  Angeles,  Report  of  356 

Oakland,  Report  of  371,  518,  522 

Relating  to  Reimbursements  to...  .302 

Relating  to  Per  Capita  Tax,  Section  83  427,  508 

San  Diego,  Report  of  376,  518 

San  Francisco,  Report  of  362 

San  Jose,  Report  of  370 

Who  May  Not  Join  in  Organization  292,  381 


ii  INDEX 

Bonding — Of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  Lodge  430 

Bristol,  William  C,  Grand  Master  of  Oregon — Correspondence  with. .304 

Burlingame  Lodge  No.  400— Trial  Record  347,  481 

By-Laws — Amendments  to  Proposed  Amendments  297 

Appointment  of  Committee  on  433 

Report  of  Committee  on  502 

Proposed  Amendments  Reported   347 

Standard  Form  of  Book  Recommended  503 

c 

California  Lodge  No.  1 — Trial  Record  346 

Card  Games  During  Lodge  Hours  334 

Carpinteria  Lodge  No.  444 — Constituted   284 

Carquinez  Lodge  No.  337— Trial  Records   346,  481 

Charters — Committee  on   339 

Report  of  Committee  on  512 

Children  of  Home — Removed  to  Covina  393 

Grand  Master's  Reference  to   320 

Visit  to  Exposition   331,  404 

Clandestine  Masonry — Reference  to   327 

Committees— On  Address  of  Grand  Master  337,  419 

On  By-Laws   433,  502 

On  Charters   339,  513 

On  Report  of  Grand  Lecturer  427,  517 

On  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  356,  420 

On  Report  of  Grand  Treasurer  342 

List  of  Standing   529 

Conference  of  Grand  Masters  304 

Consolidation  of  Lodges — Amendment  to  Section  91  325,  449 

Fowler  No.  398  with  Selma  No.  277  345 

Recommended   325,  449 

Constitution — New  Edition  Published  345 

Constitutional  Amendments — Certificates  that  May  Be  Used  in  For- 
mation of  New  Lodge,  Section  161  447 

Consolidation  of  Lodges,  Section  91  325,  449 

Certificate  of  Standing  in  Lieu  of  Dimit,  Section  161c  512 

Elections  of  Officers,  Section  135  298,  382,  473 

Fee  for  Dispensation,  Section  39  287-8,  448 

Increasing  Members  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  Section 

28   509 

Per  Capita  Tax  of  Boards  of  Relief,  Section  83  427,  508 

Trials,  Section  208A  326-7,  449 

Trial,  Procedure  When  Member  Tried  in  Another  Jurisdiction, 
Section  192   379 


INDEX  iii 

Coronado  Lodge  No.  441  Constituted  284 

Covina — New  Home  at  393- 

Crane,  Douglas  B. — Appointed  Senior  Grand  Deacon  280 

Credentials — Report  of  Committee  on  450 

Crocker  Lodge — Dispensation  for   343 

Charter  for   513 

Crow,  Samuel  H. — Reimbursement  for  Mileage  524 

D 

Daughter  of  a  Mason— Right  to  Ask  Aid  294,  382,  428. 

Davies,  William  Abraham — Received  with  Honors  338'' 

Decisions  of  Grand  Master  288,  380 

Delano  Lodge  No.  309 — Laying  of  Corner  Stone  of  New  Hall  285 

Delinquent  Merribers — Recommendation  for  Committees  on  345,  420 

Dimit — Application  for,  for  Purpose  of  Engaging  in  Saloon  Business..293 

Diplomas — May  Be  Purchased  from  What  Fund  297 

Dispensations  Issued  by  Grand  Master  287,  348,  501 

Dispensation — Cannot  Issue  to  Permit  Resident  of  California  to 

Petition  in  Another  Jurisdiction  296 

Fee  for  in  Case  of  Vacancy  in  Office  287,  448 

Doerr,  Fred — Introduction  of  Resolutions  338,  423,  486 

Dye,  James  E. — Appreciation  of  Services  324 

E 

El  Centro  Masonic  Building  Association — Relative  to  loan  to  377,  520 

Election  of  Grand  Officers  525 

Election— Must  Be  Held  Each  Year  296 

Vote  Necessary  to  Elect  Officers  298,  382,  473 

Endowment  Committee — Report  of  475 

Employment  Bureaus — Reference  to  by  Grand  Master  330,  336 

Los  Angeles,  Report  of  357 

Oakland,  Report  of  373 

San  Diego,  Report  of  377 

San  Francisco,  Report  of  368 

Eureka  Lodge  No.  16— Trial  Record.....^  346,  481 

Expulsions — List  of   346 

Extinct  Lodges — List  of  544 

F 

Fellow  Crafts,  Twelve— Use  of  323,  501-2 

Ferrari,  Ettore — Conference  with  309,  525 

Finance  Committee,  Report  of  518,  527 

Fort  McDowell— Relative  to  Lodge  at  432 

Fowler  Lodge  No.  398— Consolidation  with  Selma  No.  277  345 

France,  National  Grand  Lodge  of— Recognition  Deferred  308,  474 


Funeral  Services — Presiding  at  in  Uniform  of  Knight  Templar....288,  381 


iv 


INDEX 


G 

Golden  West  Lodge — Dispensation  for   343 

Charter  for   5j3 

Grand  Lecturer — Annual  Report  of  423,  427,  517 

Grand  Lodge — x^ssets   340 

Interest  Collected  on  Securities  355 

List  of  Officers   278,  526 

List  of  Representatives  Present  450 

Officers,  Installation  of  529 

Officers  Present  at  Opening  278 

Prayer  at  Opening   280 

Receipts  During  the  Year  354 

Warrants  Drawn  During  the  Year  349 

Grand  Lodges — Recognition  of  348,  474.  525 

List  of   552 

Grand  Lodge  Library— Books  Received  348 

Grand  Officers  Elected  526 

Grand  Master— Address  of   281 

Accusation,  What  Fact  Should  Be  Stated  in  327 

Admission  of  Visitor   293,  382 

Amendment  to  Proposed  x\mendment  to  By-Laws  297 

Attorney  at  Law,  Not  a  Mason,  May  Not  Act  as  Counsel  at 

Masonic  Trial   292 

Ballot  Box,  Preparation  of  Before  Each  Ballot  291 

Boards  of  Relief,  Who  May  Not  Join  in  Organization  292,  381 

Card  Games  During  Lodge  Hours  334 

Clandestine  Masonry   327 

Comment  as  to  Summary  Expulsion  323 

Committee  on  Address  of  337,  419 

Conference  of  Grand  Masters  304 

Dead  of  Other  Jurisdictions  299 

Decisions  of   288,  380 

Dimit,  Application  for,  for  Purpose  of  Engaging  in  Saloon 

Business   293 

Diplomas  May  Be  Purchased  from  What  Fund  297-8,  381 

Dispensations  Granted   287,  501 

Dye,  James  E.,  Appreciation  of  Services  324 

Elections,  Amendment  to  Section  135  Recommended. ...298,  382,  473 

Employment  Bureaus  330,  336,  357,  368,  373.  377 

France,  National  Grand  Lodge  of  308,  474 

Funerals,  Presiding  at  in  Uniform  of  Knight  Templar.. ..288,  381 

Henry  S.  Orme  Lodge  284 

Inspectors  321 

Italy,  Grand  Orient  of  309,  525 

Joint  Ownership  of  Building  and  Furniture  292 


INDEX 


V 


Grand  Master — Continued. 

Jurisdiction  of  Lodges  as  to  Applications  for  Affiliation  295 

Lambskin  Aprons,  From  What  Fund  May  Be  Purchased. ...297,  381 

Letters  to  Lodges  329 

Life  Membership  for  Aged  Members  323 

Lodges  Constituted   284 

Lodge  Must  Hold  Elections  Each  Year  296 

Masonic  Education  329,  333 

Masonic  Homes,  Commendation  of  320 

Masonic  Temple  Association   317 

Masonic  Trials,  Amendment  to  Law  Recommended  326,  378 

Masonic  War  Relief  Association  310 

McGrew  Case,  The   307,  443 

Middle  Chamber  Pillars  Necessary  297,  501-2 

National  Masonic  Sanatorium   310 

Objection  Before  Ballot  on  Petition  Not  Valid  296,  381- 

"Orphan,"  Definition  of  Term  294,  382,  428 

Past  Master  Defined   293 

Perpetual  Jurisdiction  Claimed  by  Pennsylvania  303 

Petitioner  Intending  to  Engage  in  Saloon  Business  289,  381 

Petitioner  Prematurely  Elected   290,  381 

Printing  and  Distribution  of  Address   33) 

Recommendation  to  Meet  at  Los  Angeles  336,  523 

Reference  to  Relief  and  Reimbursement  302 

Relations  with  Other  Jurisdictions  302 

Saloon  Keeper  Defined   290,  381 

Sawin,  Lee  C,  Appreciation  of  Services  324 

Sherman,  William  A.,  Appreciation  of  Services  324 

Special  Communications   285 

Trial  Records,  Use  of  in  State  Courts  297,  381 

Trials,  Procedure  on  Retrial   295,  381 

Twelve  Fellow  Crafts,  Use  of  323,  501-2 

Violation  of  Sumptuary  Law  Not  Always  Unmasonic  291,  381 

Vote  Necessary  to  Elect  Officers  298,  382,  473 

Waiver  of  Jurisdiction  May  Be  Granted  to  Permit  Resident 
to  Petition  Elsewhere   296,  381 

Grand  Secretary's  Report  343 

By-Laws  y\mended,  List  of.  347 

Constitution,  New  Edition  Printed  345 

Dispensations  Issued   348 

Johnson,  Harry  S.,  Appreciation  of  Services  349 

Life  Memberships,  Lodges  Estal)lishing  348 

Lodges,  New,  Formed   343 

Lodges,  Number  of  and  Membership  343,  345 

Queensland,  Recognition  of   348 


VI 


INDEX 


Grand  Secretary's  Report — Continued. 

Receipts  of  Grand  Lodge  During  Year..  354 

Special  Relief  Fund,  Condition  of  348 

Suspensions,  and  a  Possible  Remedy  345 

Trial  Records,  List  of  346 

Warrants  Drawn  During  Year   349 

Grand  Treasurer's  Report   339 

H 

Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21 — Trial  Record  346,  481 

Henderson,  Orrin  S. — Resolutions  Introduced  338,  423,  486 

Henry  S.  Orme  Lodge — Reference  to  by  Grand  Master  284 

Dispensation  for   344 

Charter  Granted   513 

Hollenbeck  Lodge  No.  319— Trial  Record  346,  481 

Hughes,  Matt  S.— Oration  of  490 

Humboldt  Lodge  No.  79— Trial  Record  346,  481 

Hunt,  James  S. — Funeral  of  286 

I 

Inspectors — Grand  Master's  Commendation   321 

Stationery  for   425,  527 

Italy,  Grand  Orient  of  309,  525 

J 

Jewel,  Past  Master's,  Proposed  Design  and  Cost  431 

Jewel  Lodge  No.  374— Trial  Record,  Reversed  346,  510 

Johnson,  Harry  S. — Appreciation  of  Services  349 

Joint  Ownership  of  Building  and  Furniture  292 

Jurisdiction — Claim  of  Perpetual  by  Pennsylvania  303 

Waiver  May  Be  Granted  to  Permit  Resident  of  California  to 

Petition  Elsewhere   296,  381 

Waiver  of.  Right  to  Fee  When  Granted  429 

Of  Lodges  with  Reference  to  Application  for  Affiliation. ...295,  381 

K 

Kennett  Lodge — Charter  Granted   513 

Dispensation  for   344 

Kettner,  William — Contribution  of  Books  349 

Installation  of   285 

King  David's  Lodge  No.  209 — Reimbursement  for  Relief  Extended. ...521 

Knights,  Mrs.  Helen— Contribution  of  Books    348 


INDEX  ;vii 
L 

Lambskin  Aprons — Funds  From  Which  May  Be  Purchased  297,  381 

La  Parfaite  Union  Lodge  No.  17— Trial  Record  347,  481 

La  Pnente  Lodge  No.  446 — Constituted  284 

Laurel  Lodge  No.  245— Trial  Record  347,  481 

Legend  of  the  Temple — Presentation  of  Drama  336,  511 

Library  Committee — Report  of  504 

Library  of  Grand  Lodge — Books  Received  348 

Life  Memberships — List  of  Lodges  Establishing  348 

Proposal  to  Grant  to  Aged  Members  430 

Proposal  to  Present  to  Retiring  Masters  431 

Relative  to  Granting  to  Aged  Members  323 

List  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  552 

Grand  Lodge  Officers  Since  Organization  548 

Lodges  in  This  Jurisdiction  532 

Standing  Committees   529 

Trial  Records   346 

Lodge  Must  Hold  Election  Each  Year  296,  381 

New,  Status  of  Members  with  Reference  to  Former  Member- 
ship  447 

Treasurer  and  Secretary,  Bonding  of  430 

Lodges — Alphabetical  List  of   553 

Alphabetical  Location  of  562 

Amounts  Allowed  to  Representatives  434 

Card  Games  During  Lodge  Hours.....  334 

Chartered  This  Session   513 

Consolidations  Recommended   325,  449 

Constituted   284 

Letters  to  from  Grand  Master  329 

List  of  532 

List  of  Extinct   544 

Membership  1915   343,  345 

Middle  Chamber  Pillars  Necessary  297,  501-2 

"Moon  Dates"   :  531 

Number  of  in  Jurisdiction   343 

Report  of  Committee  on  Returns  of  433 

Los  Angeles — Proposed  Communications  at  335,  474,  523 

M 

Massachusetts,  Grand  Lodge  of  and  G.  H.  G.  McGrew  307,  443 

Masonic  Charities — Grand  Master's  Reference  to  321,  335 

Masonic  Education — Appointment  of  Committee  on  329 

Circular  Relating  to   333 

Report  of  Committee  on  505 


viii  INDEX 

Masonic  Employment  Bureaus — Reference  to  330,  336 

Reports  of   357,  368,  373,  377 

Masonic  Homes — Report  of  Trustees  389 

Adoption  of  Report   475 

Commendation  of  Grand  Master  320 

Deaths  During  the  Year  417 

Decoto  Home   389 

Departures  from  San  Gabriel  419 

Donations  to   407 

Excursion  to  Decoto   449 

Financial  Reports   396 

Grand  Master's  Remarks  Concerning  320 

Hospital,  Need  for  Additional  Room  390 

New  Dormitory  for  Men  389 

Per  Capita  Tax  for  Maintenance  523 

Receipts  for  Year  356 

Request  to  Place  Widow  of  Dimited  Mason  522 

Residents  at  Decoto,  Names  of  413 

Residents  at  San  Gabriel,  Names  of  417 

Resignation  of  Mrs.  Alexander,  Matron  394 

Report  of  Endowment  Committee  475 

Report  of  Secretary   395 

Report  of  Superintendent  400 

Report  of  Treasurer   340-1 

Sale  of  Property  at  San  Gabriel  391 

San  Gabriel  Home   391 

Spencer,  Edward  B.,  Thanks  to  392 

Thanks  to  Trustees  by  Grand  Lodge  503 

Visit  of  Children  to  Exposition  331 

Visitors  to   405 

Masonic  Sanatorium,  National  310 

Masonic  Temple  Association — Appropriation  for  Stock  524 

Grand  Master's  Observations  on  317 

Report  of  Board  of  Directors  383 

Masonic  Titles — Use  of   338 

Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Use  of  486 

Masonic  War  Relief  Association..  310,  332 

Master,  Admission  of  Visitor  293,  382 

McGrew  Case,  The   307.  443 

Middle  Chamber  Pillars,  Necessary  297,  501-2 

Midway  Lodge  No.  426— Trial  Record  346,  481 

Miller,  Frank  J.,  Grand  ALister  of  Oregon — Reception  of  433 

Mission  Lodge  No.  169— Trial  Record  346,  481 

"Moon  Dates"   531 

Moneta  Lodge  No.  405— Trial  Records  346,  481,  482.  483,  485 


INDEX  ix 

Montebello  Lodge  No.  451— Constituted  284 

Mount  Diablo  Lodge  No.  448— Constituted  284 

Mount  Oso  Lodge — Dispensation  for  344 

N 

Nathan,  Ernesto — Conference  with  309,  525 

Necrology   299 

New  Lodges   284,  343 

o 

Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215 — Reimbursement  for  Relief  Extended  520 

Oakland  Board  of  Relief — Reimbursement  for  Relief  Extended  522 

Objection  Before  Ballot  Not  Valid  296,  381 

Objection  to  Visitor,  Master  Shall  Determine  if  Good  293,  382 

Office — Fee  for  Dispensation  in  Case  of  Vacancy  287,  448 

Officers  Must  Be  Elected  Each  Year  296,  381 

Officers— Vote  Necessary  to  Elect  298,  382,  473 

Officers  of  Grand  Lodge  278,  526 

Officers  of  Grand  Lodge  Since  Organization  548 

Oration  by  Matt  S.  Hughes,  Grand  Orator  490 

Oregon — Correspondence  Relative  to  Conference  of  Grand  Masters.... 304 

Orme,  Henry  S.  Lodge— Reference  to   284,  344,  513 

Orphan— Definition  of  Term  294,  382,  428 

Owens,  Henry  M. — Contribution  of  Books  349 

P 

Panama-Pacific  Exposition — Visit  of  Children  to  331 

Paraphernalia  Required  for  Conferring  Degrees  297,  501-2 

Park  Lodge  No.  449— Constituted  284 

Pascoe,  Joseph  N. — Relative  to  Petition  for  Restoration  380 

Past  Grand  Masters — Portraits  of  528 

Past  Master  Defined  293 

Past  Master — Proposal  to  Present  Life'  Membership  to  431 

Past  Master  Jewel,  Proposed  Design  and  Cost  431 

Peace   Proposals   511 

Pennsylvania — Clandestine  Masonry  in  328 

Reference  to  Perpetual  Jurisdiction  in  303 

Perkins,  George  C. — Message  to,  and  Response  338 

Petitioner  Prematurely  Elected — Remedy   290,  381 

Porterville  Lodge  No.  303— Trial  Record   346,  481 

Portraits  of  Past  Grand  Masters,  Relative  to  528 

Prayer  at  Opening  of  Grand  Lodge  280 


X 


INDEX 


Q 

Queensland,  Grand  Lodge  of,  Recognition  of  348,  421 

R 

Ramona  Lodge — Dispensation  for   344 

Charter  for   513 

Reading  Lodge  No.  254 — Reimbursement  for  Relief  Extended  520 

Recognition — Grand  Lodge  of  France,  Relative  to  474 

Grand  Orient  of  Italy   525 

Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland  421 

Relations  with  Other  Jurisdictions   302 

Relief  Extended  to  Sojourners  359,  365,  370,  373,  376 

Grand  Master's  Observations  on  321,  335 

Proposed  Amendment  to  Section  83  427,  508 

Reference  to  Reimbursement  for  302,  528 

Scottish  Lodges   349 

Special  Fund,  Condition  of  348 

War  Sufferers   310,  332 

Reports  of  Committees — Accounts   423 

By-Laws   433,  502 

Charters   512 

Credentials   450 

Endowment  of  Homes  475 

Finance — Boards  of  Relief  518 

Inspectors,  Stationery  for   527 

King  David's  Lodge  No.  209  521 

Loan  to  El  Centre  Building  Association  377,  520 

Masonic  Homes  Per  Capita  Tax  523 

Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215  520 

Oakland  Board  of  Relief   522 

Mileage,  Samuel  H.  Crow  524 

Portrait  of  Grand  Master  519 

Reading  Lodge  No.  254  520 

Reimbursement  for  Unauthorized  Relief  528 

Resolution  to  Meet  at  Los  Angeles,  Relative  to  523 

Salaries   518 

San  Mateo  Lodge  No.  226  524 

Grievances  and  Appeals — Omnibus  Report   481 

Trials— Jewel  Lodge  No.  374,  Record  No.  175  510 

Trials— Moneta  Lodge  No.  405,  Records  Nos.  179,  180, 
184   482-5 


INDEX 


xi 


Reports  of  Committees — Continued. 

Jurisprudence — Admission  of  Visitor  293,  382 

Affiliation,  Jurisdiction  of  Lodges  as  to  295,  381 

Amendment  to  Proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws. ...297,  381 
Attorney,  Who  May  Not  Act  as  Counsel  at  Masonic 

Trial   292,  381 

Ballot  Box,  Preparation  of  Before  Each  Ballot  291,  381 

Boards  of  Relief,  Who  May  Not  Join  in  Organiza- 
tion  292,  381 

Bonding  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  Lodge  430 

Consolidation  of  Lodges,  Amendment  to  Constitution. ...449 

Decisions  of  Grand  Master   288,  380 

Dimit,  Application  for,  for  Purpose  of  Engaging  in 

Saloon  Business   293.  381 

Diplomas,  May  Be  Purchased  From  What  Fund....297-8,  381 
Dispensation  Cannot  Issue  for  Resident  to  Petition  in 

Another  Jurisdiction   296,  381 

On  Dispensations  Issued  by  Grand  Master  501 

Election  Must  Be  Held  Each  Year  296,  381 

Fee  for  Dispensation  to  Fill  Vacancy  in  Office  448 

Formation  of  New  Lodge,  Status  of  Members  447 

Increasing  Number  of  Members  of  Committee  509 

Joint  Ownership  of  Building  and  Furniture....,  292,  v381 

Lambskin  Aprons,  From  What  Funds  May  Be  Pur- 
chased  297,  381 

Life  Membership — Proposal  to  Grant  to  Aged  Members..430 

McGrew  Case,  The   443 

Middle  Chamber  Pillars  297,  501-2 

Officers,  Vote  Necessary  to  Elect   298,  382,  473 

"Orphan,"  Definition  of  Term  294,  382,  428 

Pascoe,  Joseph  N. — Relative  to  Petition  for  Restora- 
tion  380 

Past  Master  Defined   293,  381 

Past  Master's  Jewel — Proposed  Design  and  Cost  431 

Past  Master — Proposal  to  Present  Life  Membership  to.. ..431 

Peace  Proposals   511 

Petitioner  Prematurely  Elected   290,  381 

Presiding  at  Funeral   in   Uniform   of   Knight  Temp- 
lar  288,  381 

Saloon  Keeper  Defined   290,  381 

Trial  Commission,  When  Judgment  May  Not  Be  Set 

Aside   449 

Trial  Records,  Use  of  in  State  Courts  297.  381 

Trials — Procedure   When   Member   Tried   in  Another 
Jurisdiction   378 


Xll 


INDEX 


Reports   of   Committees — Jurisprudence — Contini  ed. 

Trials — Procedure  on  Retrial   295 

Use  of  Receipt  in  Lieu  of  Dimit,  Section  161c  512 

Violation   of   Sumptuary   Law   Not   Necessarily  Un- 

masonic   291 

Waiver  of  Jurisdiction— Right  to  Fee  When  Granted  429 

Library   504 

Masonic  Education   505 

Use  of  Masonic  Titles,  Special  Committee  on  486 

Pay  of  Members   514 

Returns  of  Lodges   433 

Reports  of  Grand  Officers— Grand  Lecturer  423,  427,  517 

Grand  Secretary   343,  420 

Grand  Treasurer   339 

Representatives  to  Grand  Lodge — Mileage  Allowed  434 

Resolutions — Loan  to  El  Centro  Building  Association  377,  520 

Use  of  ALasonic  Titles   423,  486 

Returns  of  Lodges — Report  of  Committee  on  433 

Ritchie,  Charles  H.— Installation  of  285 

Riverbank  Lodge — Dispensation  for  ...343 

Charter  for   513 

s 

Sachse,  Julius  F. — Contrilnition  of  Books  349 

Saloon  Business — Petitioner  Intending  to  Engage  in  289,  381 

Dimit  Will  Not  Absolve  Mason  From  Trial  293-4 

Defined   290 

Violation  of  Sumptuary  Law  Not  Necessarily  Unmasonic  291 

Sanatorium.  National  Masonic  310 

San  Mateo  Lodge  No.  226 — Reimbursement  for  Relief  Extended  524 

San  Pasqual  Lodge  No.  452 — Constituted  284 

Sawin,  Lee  C. — Appreciation  of  Services  324 

Schofield  Lodge  No.  443— Constituted   284 

Selma  Lodge  No.  277— Consolidated  with  Fowler  No.  398  345 

Sherman,  William  A. — x\ppreciation  .of  Services  324 

South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320— Trial  Record  347,  481 

South  West  Lodge  No.  283— Trial  Record  347,  481 

Special  Communications  of  Grand  Lodge  285 

Spencer,  Edward  B. — Appreciation  of  Services  392 

Standard  Lodge  No.  440— Constituted   284 

Stephens,  Joseph  H. — Appointed  on  Finance  Committee  509 

Installation  of   285 

Suspensions,  and  a  Possible  Remedy  345 

Suspensions,  List  of  346 


INDEX  xiii 
T 

Temescal  Lodge  No.  314 — Trial  Record   v346,  481 

Temple,  Masonic — Appropriation  for  Stock  524 

Grand  Master's  Remarks   3l7 

Report  of  Directors   383 

Thanks  to  Jesse  M.  Whited  511 

Thanks  to  Trustees  Masonic  Homes  503 

Torrance  Lodge  No.  447 — Constituted  284 

Trials — Accusation,  What  Fact  Should  Be  Stated  in  327 

Amendment  to  Law  Recommended  326,  378 

Grand  Master's  Comment  as  to  Summary  Punishment  323 

Judgment  May  Not  Be  Set  Aside,  When  449 

Procedure  on  Retrial   295 

Procedure  When  Member  Tried  in  Another  Jurisdiction  378 

Trial  Records   346,  481 

Use  of  in  State  Courts  297,  481 

u 

Use  of  Masonic  Titles — Report  of  Special  Committee  on  486 

V 

Vacancy  in  Office — P'ee  for  Dispensation  in  Case  of  287,  448 

Van  Nuys  Lodge  No.  450— Constituted   284 

Visit  of  Children  to  Exposition  331 

Visitor,  Admission  of   293,  382 

w 

Waiver  of  Jurisdiction — Right  to  Fee  When  Granted  429 

War  Relief  Association  310 

West  Lake  Lodge  No.  392 — Laying  of  Corner  Stone  and  Dedication 

of  Hall   '  285 

Trial  Record   :.  346,  481 

Wilshire  Lodge  No.  445— Constituted   284 

Whited,  Jesse  M. — Presentation  of  Drama  by  336 

Thanks  to   511 


Address  of  the  Grand  Master 

ALBERT  G.  BURNETT 
State  Capitol 
Sacramento 


Address  of  the  Grand  Secretary 

JOHN  WHICHER 
Masonic  Temple 
San  Francisco 


NOTICE 

The  Sixty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California  will  be  holden  in  the  City  of  S^n  Francisco, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of  October,  A.  L.  >)]6, 

JOHN  WHICHER, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  Lodge  of  California 


I,  John  Whicher,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  M.'.W.*. Grand  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction  of  California,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  following  pages  contain  a  true  and  faithful 
transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Body  at  its  Sixty-seventh 
Annual  Communication — commenced  at  the  City  of  San  Francisco  on 
Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of  October,  A.  L.  5916,  and  terminated  on 
Friday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  said  month. 

I  have  hereunto  appended  my 
official  signature  and  have  af- 
fixed the  Seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
California,  at  the  office  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  in  the  City  of 
San  Francisco,  this  twenty-first 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
Light,  Five  Thousand  Nine 
Hundred  and  Sixteen. 
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Grand  Sword  Bearer,  W.'. Arthur  W.  Gluckman,  Corinthian  No.  9. 

Grand  Bible  Bearer,  W.'.John  P.  Jarman,  San  Jose  No.  10. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon,  W.'. Joseph  E.  Levin,  Jewel  No.  374. 

Junior  Grand  Deacon,  W.'. Frank  K.  Towne,  Redwood  City  No.  168. 

Senior  Grand  Steward,  W.'.Fred  B.  Wood,  King  Solomon's  No.  260. 

Junior  Grand  Steward,  W.'. James  C.  En«ign,  Hanford  No.  279. 
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SIXTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  i^ceepted 
Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  California  commenced  its  Sixty- 
seventh  Annual  Communication  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in 
the  City  of  San  Francisco,  on  Tuesday,  October  10th,  A.  L. 
5916,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

EoU  call  of  Grand  Officers  disclosed  the  presence  of  the 
following : 

M.'.W.*. Albert  G.  Burnett  '  Grand  Master 

E.'.W.'. Francis  V.  Keesling  Deputy  Grand  Master 

E.'.W.'.W.  Ehodes  Hervey  Senior  Grand  Warden 

E.".W.*. Bradford  Webster  Junior  Grand  Warden 

V.'.W.*. William  P.  Filmer  Grand  Treasurer 

V.'.W.'.JoHN  Whicher  Grand  Secretary 

V.".W. ".Thomas  J.  Baker  Grand  Lecturer 

V.'.E.'.JoHN  A.  B.  Fry  Grand  Chaplain 

W. '.Samuel  E.  Burke  Grand  Orator 

W. '.Harry  S.  Johnson  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 

W. '.William  Kettner  :  Grand  Marshal 

W. '.David  J.  Eeese  Grand  Standard  Bearer 

W.'. Horace  V.  Ley  Grand  Sword  Bearer 

W.'.John  p.  Jarman  Grand  Bible  Bearer 

W. '.Joseph  E.  Levin  Senior  Grand  Deacon 

W.'.Eobert  Greig  Junior  Grand  Deacon 

W.'. Egbert  E.  Allan  Senior  Grand  Steward 

W. '.Francis  W.  Mixter  Junior  Grand  Steward 

W.'. Theodore  J.  Milliken  Grand  Pursuivant 

W.'. Samuel  D.  Mayer  Grand  Organist 

W. '.George  P.  Adams  Grand  Tiler 
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PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 


M.'.W.". Samuel  C.  Denson 
M.".W.*. William  T.  Lucas 
M.'.W. '.Thomas  Flint 


M.'.W. '.George  M.  Ferine 
M.'.W.'.Wm.  S.  Wells 
M.'.W. '.Dan a  K.  Weller 


M.'.W. '.Frank  M.  Angellotti        M.'.W. '.William  P.  Filmer 


William  H.  Edwards. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  presence  of 
more  than  a  Constitutional  number  of  Representatives  present 
from  chartered  Lodges,  and  requested  further  time  in  which 
to  make  final  report,  which  was  granted;  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  with  music  by  the  choir 
and  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Past  Grand  Master  E.  L.  Fitzgerald  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
Nevada  was  introduced  and  received  with  due  honors. 

The  Grand  Master  then  delivered  his  annual  address  as 
follows : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

This  occasion  must  necessarily  give  rise  to  varied  and  peculiar  re- 
flections and  impressions.  The  renewal  of  friendship  that  we  experience 
and  the  social  intercourse  that  distinguishes  this  week  probably  above 
all  the  other  weeks  of  the  year  will  fill  our  minds  with  intense  gratifi- 
cation, and,  in  contemplation  of  this  feature  of  our  convocation,  we 
may  well  rejoice  that  we  are  permitted  to  be  here.  The  communion  and 
interchange  of  views  of  congenial  spirits  engaged  in  a  high  task  of  com- 
manding duty,  devoted  to  a  common  purpose  of  transcendent  worth  and 
moving  together  and  in  co-operative  effort  toward  the  achievement  of 
definite  and  imperishable  ideals,  must  be  the  source  also  of  infinite 
pleasure  and  delight.  We  are  gratified  also  at  the  reflection  that  this 
and  other  similar  institutions  having  in  view  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  mankind  have  made  substantial  and  enduring  growth  and  develop- 
ment within  the  past  year,  that  an  immense  amount  of  practical  benevo- 


M.'.W.'. Charles  L.  Patton 
M.'.W.'.Orrin  S.  Henderson 
M.'.W. '.James  B.  Stevens 


M.'.W. '.John  D.  Murphey 
M.'.W. '.Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe 
M.'.W. '.Charles  W.  Nutting 


PAST  grand  junior  WARDEN. 


Charles  E.  Mitchell. 


PAST  GRAND  LECTURER. 
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lence  has  been  accomplished  through  these  agencies,  and  that  we  our- 
selves, individually,  have  contributed  in  some  degree  at  least  to  this 
accomplishment;  and  that  we  stand  to-day  upon  a  higher  level  of  moral 
rectitude  and  potential  achievement  than  we  did  one  year  ago  when  we 
met  in  this  place  as  the  representatives  of  this  great  Fraternity. 

This  feeling  of  joy  and  elation  however,  is  somewhat  tempered  and 
restrained  as  we  recall  how  far  short  of  the  needs  of  humanity  our  ef- 
forts have  fallen,  how  little  we  have  done  in  comparison  with  the  stu- 
pendous work  that  has  challenged  our  attention^  and  how  grossly  inade- 
quate have  been  our  personal  sacrifices  and  puny  endeavors  in  the  holy 
cause  of  humanity. 

It  is  indeed  a  time  for  serious  and  searching  introspection,  for  a 
new  and  resolute  dedication  and  consecration  of  ourselves  to  this  high 
purpose  and  for  a  reaffirmance  of  our  faith  in  the  gospel  that  our 
Institution  proclaims  and  of  the  reasons  why  we  invite  and  claim  the 
approval  of  rational  and  righteous  men. 

It  might  cause  many  of  us  a  large  measure  of  chagrin  and  discom- 
fiture if  we  seriously  and  solemnly  considered  the  following  questions 
and  reflections:  How  much  time  have  I  personally  and  individually 
devoted  to  the  practical,  vital  work  of  the  Order?  Have  I  been  really 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  my  neighbor  or  have  I  been  principally  or 
exclusively  concerned  in  the  gratifications  of  my  own  selfish  desires  and 
purposes?  Have  I  been  satisfied  to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  the  world 
while  around  the  corner  or  perhaps  in  the  same  block  children  have  been 
crying  for  bread?  Have  I  practiced  any  considerable  self-denial  that 
the  necessity  of  others  might  be  supplied?  Have  I  been  satisfied  with 
a  profession  of  faith  in  the  beauty  and  efficacy  of  Masonic  principles 
while  neglecting  and  refusing  to  demonstrate  by  the  practical  and  en- 
during expression  of  benevolence  and  love  the  deep  sincerity  of  my 
avowal  of  these  principles?  Have  I  thanked  God  for  the  favor  of 
Heaven  in  the  blessing  of  advantages  superior  to  those  of  my  neighbor 
without  using  to  the  utmost,  or  at  all,  my  superior  gifts  to  lessen  the 
chasm  that  separates  me  from  other  and  less-favored  sons  of  the 
Almighty? 

What  I  wish  to  emphasize  is  that  this  is  a  personal  consideration, 
and  that  not  only  is  the  Institution  collectively  but  each  individual 
member  is  solemnly  pledged  to  the  advocacy  and  support  of  the  moral 
sentiments  taught  in  our  ritual  and  to  their  persistent  application  to 
the  daily  and  ordinary  affairs  growing  out  of  our  relations  to  our  fellow 
men;  and  my  earnest  desire  and  prayer  is  that  we  may  go  away  from 
this  convocation  better  equipped  and  more  thoroughly  inspired  for  the 
great  tasks  that  confront  us. 

As  to  the  principles  themselves  constituting  the  foundation  stones 
of  this  great  Institution  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  are  consistent 
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with  enlightened  morality,  that  they  constitute  a  sound  and  safe  creed 
of  personal  conduct,  that  individuals  as  well  as  nations  can  adopt  no 
better  guide  in  their  dealings  with  one  another,  and  that  their  universal 
application  would  largely  destroy  discontent,  inefficiency  and  unhappi- 
ness,  and  contribute  immeasurably  to  the  highest  development  of  human 
character  and  the  largest  degree  of  national  greatness. 

We  content  ourselves  with  the  mere  statement  of  these  propositions, 
as  no  argument  is  necessary  to  convince  a  body  of  Masons  of  their 
verity. 

There  is  some  reason,  however,  to  fortify  ourselves  against  dis- 
couragement over  the  apparent  disinclination  of  mankind  generally  to 
accept  these  sentiments  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  their  conduct  and  to 
place  themselves  under  the  beneficent  dominion  of  these  lofty  ideals. 

The  world  is  distracted  by  strife,  contention,  selfishness  and  bru- 
tality, a  large  part  of  the  human  race  is  waging  a  ruthless  war  of 
death  and  destruction,  and  some  of  us  may  be  ready  to  conclude  that 
fraternity  has  become  a  mere  empty  phrase  and  that  love  as  a  principle 
of  conduct  has  lost  its  charm  and  power. 

Not  so,  my  brethren.  The  principles  we  teach  are  the  only  influence 
that  can  save  and  redeem  the  world,  and  their  beauty  and  potency  will 
yet  be  acknowledged  by  all  mankind.  Out  of  this  bitterness,  hatred, 
devastation  and  death  will  come  a  realization  of  the  futility  of  vio- 
lence and  war,  and  the  glory  of  love  and  peace  and  fraternity  will  be 
revealed  to  mankind  as  never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

This  madness  will  pass  away,  and  yet,  as  Edwin  Markham  says, 
there  will  be  still  unrest  and  contention,  but  it  will  have  in  view,  not 
the  destruction  of  men,  but  the  achievement  of  real  freedom  and  the 
highest  development  of  character. 

''Yet  the  black  smoke  of  battle  it  will  pass — 

Some  time,  some  time, — like  vapor  from  a  glass; 

There  will  be  rest  for  all  the  weary  flags, 

And  rest  for  bugles  on  the  battle  crags; 

Still  there  will  be  no  rest  for  man's  strong  soul; 

Before  him  shines  an  ever-flying  goal; 

Still  must  he  seek  for  freedom  ever-more; 

No  halt  for  any  soul  on  any  shore; 

Man  is  the  conscript  of  an  endless  quest, 

A  long  divine  adventure  without  rest; 

Each  hard-earned  freedom  withers  to  a  bond; 

Freedom  forever  is  beyond, — beyond. ' ' 

We  must  do  our  part  as  a  Fraternity  and  as  members  thereof  ta 
hasten  the  time  when  the  world  shall  realize  that  war  is  unnatural,  in- 
human and  brutal;  that  it  was  properly  characterized  by  an  anonymous 
writer  who  declared:  *'It  was  conceived  in  passion,  envy  and  greed, 
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born  in  the  morning  of  antiquity,  whose  genealogy  in  every  page  drips 
with  the  red  blood  of  innocence;  it  respects  neither  the  feebleness  of 
infancy  nor  the  sacredness  of  virtue,  and  walks  iron-shod  ruthlessly  and 
impartially  over  the  form  of  the  weakling  or  the  form  of  the  giant;  it 
makes  puppets  of  kings,  princes  of  paupers,  courtiers  of  courtesans  and 
thieves  of  respected  subjects;  empires  melt  before  its  breath  as  does 
the  mist  before  the  morning  sunlight;  famine,  want  and  misery  follow 
in  its  path;  it  lays  waste  grainfields  and  stills  the  land  of  industry;  it 
pillages  the  land  of  its  resources  and  contributes  nothing  of  benefit  to 
mankind,  leaving  pestilence  to  stalk  ghostlike  in  its  wake  and  complete 
the  work  of  destruction.  It  lays  heavy  tribute  upon  its  most  loyal  sub- 
jects for  the  maintenance  of  its  establishment;  it  squanders  the  vitality 
and  lives  of  those  who  serve  it  faithfully,  yet  it  returns  to  the  world 
nothing  but  ruin  and  ashes.  The  baubles  of  fame  it  confers  on  some 
are  but  empty  shells  of  false  standards  wherein  the  license  to  commit 
murder  and  rapine  is  held  to  be  the  insignia  of  glory  by  a  mistaken 
civilization.  It  can  offer  no  excuse  for  having  come  into  existence,  nor 
can  it  give  one  plausible  reason  why  it  should  not  cease  to  be  other 
than  that  so  long  as  men  who  wield  influence  are  permitted  to  gratify 
their  selfish  desires  and  ambitions  at  the  expense  of  many  who  must 
carry  the  burdens  and  endure  the  suffering,  so  long  will  it  continue  to 
exact  its  toll  of  sorrow^,  devastation  and  death.  For  it  is  pitiless,  devoid 
of  all  feeling.  It  fears  neither  man  nor  God.  It  is  amenable  to  no 
law,  and  is  itself  the  law  and  the  last  resort." 

If  our  principles  were  adopted  by  men  generally,  instead  of  war 
there  would  be  friendly  emulation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  to 
which  could  contribute  most  to  the  development  of  civilization  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind.  The  world  would  realize,  as  Mr.  Root  said,  'Hhat 
no  nation  can  live  unto  itself  and  continue  to  live^  that  each  nation's 
growth  is  a  part  of  the  development  of  the  race;  that  there  may  be 
laggards,  and  there  may  be  leaders,  but  no  nation  can  long  continue 
very  far  in  advance  of  the  general  progress  of  mankind,  and  no  nation 
that  is  not  doomed  to  extinction  can  remain  very  far  behind.  A  people 
whose  minds  are  not  open  to  the  lessons  of  the  world 's  progress,  whose 
spirits  are  not  stirred  by  the  aspiration  and  achievements  of  humanity 
struggling  the  world  over  for  liberty  and  justice,  must  be  left  behind 
by  civilization  in  its  steady  and  beneficent  advance. ' ' 

And  so,  my  brethren,  with  the  individual:  He  cannot  live  unto  him- 
self alone  and  continue  to  live  a  wholesome,  helpful  and  successful  life. 
He  must  recognize  the  fact  that  he  is  but  one  unit  of  this  great  aggre- 
gation constituting  the  race;  that  his  own  progress  and  happiness  are 
inseparably  linked  with  the  history  and  destiny  of  his  fellow  men ;  that 
there  is  a  law  of  unity  and  common  interest  binding  us  together  and 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  all  we  do  in  relation  to  other  human 
beings.    We  must  realize  that  there  will  be  for  us  no  real  life,  no  per- 
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manent  progress,  no  substantial  growth  and  development,  and  no  abiding 
success  or  supreme  happiness,  if  we  attempt  to  live  ourselves  apart  from 
others  or  to  exclude  from  consideration  the  happiness  and  success  of 
the  rest  of  mankind.  We  can  only  become  greater,  stronger,  better  and 
happier  in  an  honest,  earnest  and  persistent  endeavor  to  be  of  vital 
and  helpful  service  to  others. 

The  great  mission  of  Masonry  is  indeed  to  make  us  servants  of 
others,  for  their  welfare  as  well  as  our  own. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  during  the 
year  of  urging  these  matters  upon  the  attention  of  more  of  the  member- 
ship. 

I  was,  however,  as  you  probably  know,  stricken  with  a  severe  illness 
which  seriously  interfered  with  my  plans  and  prevented  me  from  making 
many  of  the  visits  that  I  contemplated.  I  had  the  pleasure,  though,  of 
meeting  with  the  brethren  as  follows: 

VISITATIONS. 

October  16th,  assisted  by  other  Grand  Officers,  I  instituted  Bethle- 
hem Lodge  No.  455  at  the  Masonic  Temple  and  installed  their  officers. 

Monday  evening,  October  18th,  I  performed  a  like  service  for 
Crocker  Lodge  No.  454  at  San  Mateo. 

October  21st  I  visited  Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215  of  Alameda.  The 
occasion  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  Brother  Scott,  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Illinois,  who,  by  his  inspiring  words 
increased  our  admiration  for  this  great  Institution.  Brother  Scott  has 
since  joined  the  invisible  host  of  the  Grand  Lodge  above,  ''where  the 
Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  forever  presides. ' ' 

November  10th,  I  visited  Orland  Lodge  No.  265  at  Orland. 

November  11th,  Eedding  Lodge. 

November  12th,  constituted  Kennet  Lodge  No.  456,  at  Kennet,  and 
installed  their  officers. 

November  13th,  visited  McCloud  Lodge,  Siskiyou  County. 

November  15th,  was  given  a  joint  reception  at  Yreka  by  St.  John's 
and  Howard  Lodges  of  that  place.  I  must  say  a  word  as  to  the  zeal  and 
interest  of  these  mountain  lodges  in  the  progress  of  the  Fraternity.  In 
my  judgment,  no  more  earnest  and  intelligent  Masons  can  be  found 
anywhere.  They  show  by  their  conduct  that  they  regard  Masonry  as 
one  of  the  greatest  instrumentalities  in  the  world  for  the  progress  and 
happiness  of  mankind.  At  Yreka  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting 
Dr.  Nutting,  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  jurisdiction.  He  is  a  power 
for  good  in  that  community,  and  the  brethren  who  were  present  will  not 
soon  forget  his  impressive  and  eloquent  speech  in  behalf  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. 
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November  24th,  I  visited  Union  Lodge,  Sacramento,  and  witnessed 
the  third  degree  conferred  by  the  Past  Masters  of  that  Lodge,  Brother 
Ben  Wilson  presiding  decorously  and  efficiently  in  the  East. 

November  27th,  instituted  Kiverbank  Lodge  No,  459  at  Riverbank, 
and  installed  their  officers,  the  charter  having  been  issued  by  said  Lodge 
under  my  direction  on  October  22. 

December  2nd,  visited  Natoma  Lodge  No,  64  at  Folsom, 

December  9th,  convened  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Monterey  and  dedicated 
the  hall  of  Monterey  Lodge  No.  217. 

December  16th,  in  the  afternoon,  installed  the  officers  of  Jewel 
Lodge  No.  374  of  San  Francisco,  and  in  the  evening  attended  a  reception 
given  by  Fidelity  Lodge  No.  120  of  the  same  city. 

December  23rd,  installed  at  San  Mateo  the  officers  of  all  the  Lodges 
of  San  Mateo  county. 

December  27th,  installed  at  said  city  the  officers  of  all  the  Lodges 
of  Sacramento. 

December  29th,  installed  at  Watsonville  the  officers  of  Pajaro  and 
Santa  Cruz  Lodges. 

December  30th,  installed  at  San  Jose  the  officers  of  the  three  San 
Jose  Lodges. 

January  6th,  at  Suisun,  installed  the  officers  of  Suisun,  Rio  Vista, 
Dixon  and  Vacaville  Lodges. 

January  7th,  at  Woodland,  installed  the  officers  of  Woodland,  Yolo, 
Buckeye  and  Landmark  Lodges. 

January  8th,  at  Crockett,  installed  the  officers  of  Carquinez  Lodge 
No.  337.  The  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  also  installed,  and  they  par- 
ticipated gracefully  and  charmingly  in  the  joint  reception. 

January  11th,  at  Santa  Rosa,  my  home  Lodge,  installed  the  officers 
of  LaFayette  Lodge  of  Sebastopol,  and  Santa  Rosa  Lodge  No.  57.  I 
was  presented  with  a  beautiful  gavel  by  Santa  Rosa  Lodge,  Judge  Sea- 
well  of  the  Superior  Court  making  an.  eloquent  presentation  speech. 

January  22nd,  at  Los  Banos,  installed  the  officers  of  Los  Banos 
Lodge  No.  312,  and  in  behalf  of  that  Lodge  presented  to  Brother 
Drummond,  one  of  their  honored  members,  in  commemoration  of  his 
ninetieth  anniversary,  a  beautiful  Masonic  apron.  Brother  Drmnmond 
has  been  an  active  Mason  for  over  sixty  years.  He  is  still  strong  and 
alert  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may  be  with  us  for  some  years  to 
come. 

January  26th,  at  Red  Bluff,  installed  the  officers  of  Vesper,  Orland, 
and  Olivet  Lodges. 

January  27th,  at  Marysville,  installed  the  officers  of  Hammonton, 
Enterprise,  Nicolaus,  Yuba  and  Corinthian  Lodges. 
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January  28th,  at  Oroville,  installed  the  officers  of  Emanuel,  North 
Butte,  Table  Mountain  and  Oroville  Lodges. 

January  29th,  at  Modesto,  installed  the  oflScers  of  Stanislaus  Lodge 
No.  206. 

February  3rd,  visited  Bay  View  Lodge  No.  401  at  Oakland.  For 
the  first  time  during  my  visitations  I  saw  in  the  Lodgeroom  at  Bay  View 
the  American  flag,  and  I  assure  you  it  was  a  pleasing  and  inspiring 
sight,  and  our  worthy  Grand  Secretary  added  interest  to  the  occasion 
by  paying  in  his  OAvn  inimitable  way  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  ''Star 
Spangled  Banner". 

February  12th^  I  visited  Charter  Eock  Lodge  at  Berkeley,  it  being 
the  sixth  anniversary  of  their  institution. 

February  23rd,  visited  Mission  Lodge  at  San  Francisco  and  wit- 
nessed the  third  degree  conferred  in  an  impressive  manner  by  the  officers 
of  the  Lodge. 

August  13th  visited  the  Home  at  Decoto  and  in  the  afternoon  at- 
tended divine  services  conducted  by  the  Superintendent.  Everything  was 
done  '  *  decently  and  in  order, ' '  and  the  impressions  made  by  the  simple 
and  reverential  deemanor  of  the  participants,  can  never  be  forgotten. 

September  30th  visited  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Covina. 

I  may  here  add  that  on  February  22nd,  the  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
Bradford  Webster,  convened  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Visalia  and  laid  the 
cornerstone  of  the  Municipal  Auditorium  at  that  place. 

On  April  25th,  Deputy  Grand  Master  Francis  Keesling  convened 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  Auburn  and  dedicated  the  new  hall  of  Eureka  Lodge 
No.  16. 

May  19  he  performed  a  similar  service  at  Glendale  and  dedicated 
the  Hall  of  Unity  Lodge  No.  368. 

May  20th,  1916^,  he  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  Home  for 
Children  at  Covina,  a  full  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Home. 

May  27th  the  Beputy  Grand  Master  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Scottish  Eite  Temple  at  Sacramento. 

July  8th  the  junior  Grand  Warden  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Union  High  School  Building  at  Eed  Bluff. 

July  15th,  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  W.  Ehodes  Hervey,  convened 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the  Masonic  Temple  for 
San  Pedro  Lodge  No.  332. 

OTHER   SPECIAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Decembef  23rd  I  received  from  a  Brother  who  asked  me  not  to  reveal 
his  name  the  sum  of  $21,000  in  giltedge  bonds  to  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dormitory  at  Covina,  Los  Angeles  County,  in  connection  with 
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our  Home  for  Children.  It  was  a  noble  gift  from  a  noble  man.  I  will 
always  remember  the  interview  I  had  with  him.  It  was  to  him  and  to  me 
an  occasion  of  joy  unspeakable.  I  wish  that  more  of  our  moneyed  men 
could  so  fully  appreciate  their  obligation  to  humanity  and  the  signifi- 
cance and  importance  of  such  a  monument  to  their  memory. 

In  this  connection,  I  will  state  that  the  Grand  Secretary  received 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Zehnder  of  Areata,  the  sum  of  $500.00  for 
the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  and  I  am  sure  that  we  all  concur  in 
the  sentiment  expressed  by  Brother  Whicher  in  his  letter  of  acknowledg- 
ment as  follows:  ''No  better  passport  to  Heaven  could  be  issued  than 
this  gift,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Fraternity  of  the  entire  State  of  Cali- 
fornia are  hereby  tendered  to  both  of  you.  /Blessed  is  he  that  con- 
sidereth  the  poor;  .  .  .  the  Lord  will  preserve  him  and  keep  him 
alive,  and  he  shall  be  blessed  upon  the  earth ' 

January  llth  I  drew  a  warrant  on  the  general  fund  for  $256.00  in 
favor  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henderson  of  this  Jurisdiction,  whose  finan? 
cial  distress  was  great,  on  his  promise  to  repay  the  amount  as  soon  as 
possible. 

February  16th,  in  company  with  William  P.  Filmer,  Past  Grand 
Master  and  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General;  Eev.  John  A.  B.  Fry, 
Grand  Chaplain;  William  H.  Waste,  former  Grand  Orator;  John  Whicher, 
the  Grand  Secretary;  and  other  brethren,  I  exchanged  greetings  through 
the  long  distance  telephone  from  the  company's  office  in  San  Francisco 
with  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Seering  of  New  Jersey,  who 
was  in  attendance  at  a  banquet  in  Eidgway  of  said  State  celebrating;  thp. 
installation  of  Herbert  E.  Talbot  as  Master  of  Fidelity  Lodge  No.  113- 
of  said  city.  It  was  a  novel  and  wonderful  experience.  We  were  over 
3000  miles  apart,  yet  the  conversation  was  carried  on  as  expeditiously 
and  understandingly  as  though  we  were  in  the  same  room.  It  was, 
indeed,  as  the  Grand  Secretary  wrote,  difficult  to  get  away  from  the  con- 
viction that  the  brethren  gathered  there  at  the  festal  board  were  very- 
near  in  body  as  well  as  in  spirit. 

Brother  Talbot  first  spoke  to  me  as  follows:  ''Brother  Albert  G. 
Burnett,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Hon- 
orable Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  California, 
I  greet  you  in  the  name  of  the  members  of  Fidelity  Lodge  No.  11-3  of 
Eidgway,  New  Jersey,  who  are  assembled  before  me  with  their  ladies, 
450  in  number.  I  am  informed  by  a  representative  of  the  telephone 
company  here  present  that  we  now  have  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
representatives  of  Masonic  bodies,  assembled  as  such,  to  converse  across 
the  continent.  I  am  quite  sure  that  in  years  to  come,  when  trans- 
continental telephoning  has  become  one  of  the  commonly-accepted  public 
utilities  of  our  great  country,  you  and  I  will  look  back  to  this  occasion 
with  more  pleasure.    Surely,  this  demonstration  is  a  marvelous  triumph 
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for  science.  We  hear  much  of  traveling  from  east  to  west  and  from 
west  to  east  in  our  Masonic  experience,  but  surely  nothing  Masonic  has 
ever  before  traveled  as  speedily  as  the  sound  of  our  voices  tonight,  for 
I  am  told  that  the  distance  is  3400  miles  and  the  time  required  for  trans- 
mission is  one-fifteenth  of  a  second.  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
for  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  seated  at  my  right^  and  will  in  a  few 
minutes  greet  you  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  brethren  of 
New  Jersey.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  the  opportunity 
to  address  you  in  the  language  of  fraternal  greeting  is  much  appreciated 
by  me.  The  company  now  assembled  will  listen  with  pleasure  to  your 
reply.  * ' 

I  then  replied:  ''Through  me  as  Grand  Master  of  this  jurisdiction, 
the  Masons  of  California,  sixty  thousand  strong,  send  most  cordial  and 
fraternal  greetings  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  brethren 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  splendid  state  of  New  Jersey.  Though  sep- 
arated by  more  than  3000  miles  of  territory,  we  are  bound  together  by 
the  indissoluble  bonds  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.  May  we  re- 
joice in  the  consciousness  of  our  membership  in  an  Order  that  is  inspired 
by  the  highest  considerations  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
and  has  for  its  ideals  the  purest  and  noblest  conceptions  of  human 
greatness.  The  principles  we  teach  are  as  everlasting  as  the  throne  of 
God;  they  are  as  sound  and  efficacious  as  any  doctrine  ever  promulgated 
for  the  development  of  individual  character  and  the  perpetuity  of 
society;  and  though  madness  and  barbarism  seem  now  to  dominate  a 
large  part  of  the  so-called  civilized  world,  y.et  the  madness  will  pass, 
the  barbarism  will  give  way  to  a  better  civilization  than  has  ever  been 
known,  and  the  doctrine  of  peace  and  love  will  yet  bind  together  the 
children  of  men  in  a  holy  and  imperishable  compact.  God  grant  that  we 
may  be  true  and  faithful  and  do  our  part  in  the  mighty  work  of  civiliza- 
tion and  humanity  that  belongs  to  the  craft. ' ' 

The  address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Edward  M.  Searing 
was  as  follows :  ' '  The  kind  message  so  distinctly  heard,  although  your 
voice  has  traveled  3500  miles,  is  greatly  appreciated,  and  as  Grand 
Master  of  New  Jersey^  I  shall  take  great  delight  in  conveying  it  to  the 
42,000  Masons  of  this  grand  jurisdiction,  and  in  return  allow  me  to 
extend  to  you,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  also  to  the  brethren  of  the  grand 
and  beautiful  State  of  California,  the  same  cordial  and  fraternal  greet- 
ings from  the  craft  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  said  that  distance  lends  en- 
chantment, but  the  distance  between  us  this  evening  seems  but  a  few 
yards  and  yet  the  delight  in  speaking  with  you  is  beyond  description. 
Were  we  not  affiliated  with  this  world-wide  fraternity  and  linked  together 
so  closely  with  the  ties  of  brotherly  love,  we  would  be  addressing  each 
other  as  strangers.  As  it  is,  we  feel  that  we  have  always  been  acquainted, 
but  have  simply  been  brought  together  in  closer  contact  through  the 
agency  of  this  wonderful  telephonic  invention.    New  Jersey  is  but  a 
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small  spot  on  the  map  as  compared  with  the  great  State  of  California, 
but  this  grand  jurisdiction  is  growing  rapidly  and  the  brethren  are  strong 
in  upholding  the  principles  as  set  forth  in  the  Eule  and  Guide  of  our  faith 
and  practice.  It  would  be  a  great  delight  to  me  to  feel  and  clasp  your 
hand  during  this  conversation,  thereby  forming  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
Tie  that  Binds.  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  meet  you  in  person  at 
some  future  date. ' ' 

February  28th,  our  Grand  Orator,  John  M.  Eshleman,  passed  away 
and  on  March  2nd  I  convened  the  Grand  Lodge  and  conducted  his 
funeral  at  Los  Angeles.  His  death  constituted  an  irreparable  loss  to  the 
craft  and  to  the  State.  His  work  for  humanity  will  never  be  forgotten. 
By  his  devotion  to  the  public  service  he  endeared  himself  to  the  people 
and  built  for  himself  a  monument  that  will  endure  forever.  Services  in 
honor  of  his  memory  will  be  held  by  Grand  Lodge  on  Thursday  afternoon 
of  this  week. 

On  March  2nd,  I  appointed  as  his  successor  Dr.  Samuel  E.  Burke 
of  Los  Angeles,  and  on  April  4th  he  was  installed  by  the  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  W.  R.  Hervey.  It  may  be  stated  here  that  Brother  Eshleman 
had  been  installed  as  Grand  Orator  by  Brother  Hervey  on  December 
28th  at  Los  Angeles,  and  the  very  Reverend  John  A.  B.  Fry  was  in- 
stalled as  Grand  Chaplain  and  Worshipful  .Robert  Greig  as  Junior  Grand 
Deacon  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  Keesling  on  the  13th  of  November  in 
Charter  Rock  Lodge,  Berkeley. 

The  Grand  Lodge  in  special  session  at  Covina  on  March  20th,  under 
the  direction  of  Brother  Keesling  acting  as  Grand  Master,  was  kind 
enough  to  send  me  a  tender  message  of  sympathy  in  my  affliction,  which 
touched  me  deeply,  and  for  which  I  cannot  fully  express  my  gratitude. 
In  this  connection,  I  desire  also  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the 
many  kindly  messages  sent  me  by  various  lodges  and  many  brethren.  I 
could  not  answer  them  specifically,  but  I  want  to  state  that  the  thoughtful 
consideration  thus  manifested  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  I  live. 

At  the  same  special  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  following 
message  was  sent  through  the  Grand  Secretary:  ''Bishop  Matthew  Simp- 
son Hughes,  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York:  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons 
in  special  communication  for  the  purpose  of  laying  cornerstone  of  Home 
for  Children  at  Covina,  extends  hearty  congratulations  on  your  election 
to  a  position  we.  know  you  will  fill  with  honor  to  yourself  and  the  great 
Church  of  your  affiliation. ' '  To  which  Brother  Hughes,  who  had  just 
been  elected  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  replied:  "Mr. 
John  Whicher,  Grand  Secretary,  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia. Dear  Brother  Whicher:  T  received  the  telegram  of  congratula- 
tion which  you  sent  to  me  at  Saratoga  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
special  communication  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Home  for  Children  at  Covina.    It  came  to  me  in  the  rush  of  the  closing 
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sessions  of  the  conference,  and  I  have  been  on  the  wing  ahnost  continu- 
onsly  since  that  time.  This  will  explain  and  I  hope  excuse  my  tardy 
acknowledgment.  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  hear  from  my  brethren  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  through  you,  in  connection  with  an  important  event 
in  'my  life.  I  have  enjoyed  my  affiliation  with  my  Masonic  brethren  in 
California,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  me  for  them  to  have  some  part  in 
my  elevation  to  the  Episcopacy  of  my  Church.  Let  me  assure  you,  and 
through  you,  my  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  my  deep  appreciation 
of  their  interest  and  its  expression,  and  believe  me  always, 

' '  Fraternally  yours, 

''MATT  S.  HUGHES." 

All  of  us  who  had  the  great  privilege  last  year  of  listening  to  the 
splendid  address  of  Bishop  Hughes  as  Grand  Orator,  must  feel  that  no 
mistake  was  made  when  his  Church  elevated  him  to  the  Episcopacy,  and 
we  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  for  greater  usefulness 
in  the  sacred  work.   

My  attention  was  called  to  certain  correspondence  between  our  Grand 
Lecturer  Brother  Baker  and  James  F.  Fenwick,  Inspector  for  the  64th 
Masonic  District  at  Honolulu,  and  also  a  letter  written  by  certain  Past 
Masters  of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371  at  Honolulu,  and  Brother  Fenwick, 
in  reference  to  a  portion  of  the  third  degree  work  as  given  by  said 
Lodge.  Brother  Baker  had  insisted  that  they  change  their  practice  and 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  our  Constitution,  Said  letter  contained 
an  interesting  history  of  said  Lodge,  and  an  eloquent  statement  of  the 
reasons  for  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  retaining  the  so-called  ''French" 
work  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  degree,  but  the  letter  is  too  long 
to  quote. 

In  reference  to  the  controversy,  I  wrote  Brother  Fenwick  as  follows: 
"Your  letter  to  Very  Worshipful  Thomas  Baker,  Grand  Lecturer  of 
this  jurisdiction,  together  with  a  communication  from  certain  brethren 
who  are  Past  Masters  of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371  of  Honolulu,  has  been 
referred  to  me,  as  Grand  Master,  for  consideration. 

' '  I  have  read  with  great  interest  and  pride  the  fervent  and  inspiring 
statement  of  these  brethren,  whose  utterances  bear  unmistakable  evidence 
of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Freemasonry  and  love  for  the  principles  that 
we  all  profess. 

"I  am  not  surprised  at  their  reluctance  to  give  up  that  portion  of 
the  work  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  degree  which  is  so  impressively 
associated  with  their  Masonic  history  and  their  cherished  traditions  of 
the  Craft. 

"The  sentiment  which  underlies  their  opposition  to  the  suggested 
change  is  quite  natural  and  is  easily  understood  by  anyone  at  all  familiar 
with  the  significance  of  early  impressions  and  the  force  of  long  continued 
hdbits  of  thought  and  conduct. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


17 


must  say  that  I  sympathize  with  them  in  their  reverence  for  the 
past  and  for  the  old  ideals,  and  it  may  be  also  that  the  work  as  given 
by  them,  in  consequence  of  its  ' '  beauty  and  vitality ' '  as  suggested  by 
these  brethren,  is  more  impressive  than  as  given  generally  throughout 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction, 

' '  Of  this,  however,  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge.  Let 
me  make  it  emphatic,  then,  that  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the 
opinion  of  these  brethren,  I  admire  their  zeal  for  our  Institution.  I 
am  entirely  in  sympathy  with  their  desire  and  purpose  to  make  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Order  as  helpful  and  inspiring  as  possible,  and  I  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  their  good  faith,  and  I  am  sure  the  members  of 
the  Order  in  this  State  share  with  me  the  foregoing  sentiments;  but  we 
cannot  forget,  and  lest  they  forget,  I  beg  to  remind  our  brethren  of  the 
venerable  Lodge  whose  charter  was  granted  over  sixty-five  years  ago, 
that  our  Institution  is  founded  upon  law  and  order  and  that  we  are  all 
subject  to  the  guidance  and  control  of  certain  well-defined  principles  of 
action. 

' '  That  the  purposes  of  our  organization  may  be  effectively  carried 
out,  we  have  adopted  a  Constitution,  which  we  have  pledged  ourselves 
to  support  and  to  enforce.  One  of  the  provisions  of  that  constitution  is 
found  in  Section  121  as  follows:  ''No  Lodge  shall  receive  lectures  from 
any  person  who  is  not  duly  authorized  by  the  Grand  Master.  The  ritual 
now  taught  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
must  be  adhered  to  by  all  Xodges  and  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction.  The 
Grand  Lodge  alone  has  power  to  authorize  any  changes  therein  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  remain  as  it  was  handed  down  from  time  immem- 
orial. No  degree  shall  be  conferred  except  in  conformity  therewith, 
and  all  propositions  looking  to  any  changes  in  the  ritual  will  be  denied 
consideration  in  the  Grand  Lodge. ' ' 

''Section  54  of  the  constitution  also  provides  as  follows:  "It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  to  teach  the  ritual  and  esoteric 
work  to  the  Inspectors  of  the  jurisdiction;  to  visit  the  several  Inspection 
Districts  and  hold  schools  of  instruction  where  most  convenient,  and  not 
only  to  exemplify  the  adopted  work,  but  to  require  conformity  there- 
with", etc. 

"Hence,  you  will  understand  why  the  Grand  Lecturer  has  been  and 
is  so  anxious  and  insistent  that  there  be  uniformity  in  the  work  through- 
out the  jurisdiction. 

"Under  the  circumstances,  however,  I  have  concluded  to  take  no 
definite  action  now,  but  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
its  next  annual  Communication  for  such  decisive  and  final  action  as  may 
seem  meet  and  proper. 

"With  great  respect,  I  remain 

"Yours  fraternally, 
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My  attention  was  called  to  a  circular  letter  issued  by  a  brother  of 
Westlake  Lodge  No.  392  of  Los  Angeles,  and  mailed  to  all  the  members 
of  that  Lodge;  in  which  bitter  complaint  was  made  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Worshipful  Master  in  reference  to  a  certain  notice  of  appeal  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  a  case  that  had  been  tried  in  said  Lodge  on  March  16th, 
1915.  Said  letter  reflected  severely  on  the  integrity  of  said  Master  and 
of  course  the  matter  demanded  investigation,  I  wrote  the  Inspector 
of  that  District  to  make  a  diligent  inquiry  into  the  case  and  report  to 
me  the  facts.  A  full  report  was  made  and  in  my  reply,  I  suggested  that 
the  accusing  brother,  the  author  of  said  circular,  in  the  interests  of 
harmony  and  good  fellowship,  should  be  permitted  to  withdraw  from  the 
Lodge.  Furthermore  I  said,  ' '  If  he  does  not  choose  to  do  so,  charges 
should  be  preferred  against  him  for  the  circulation  of  that  circular. 
Surely,  such  conduct  as  that  cannot  be  tolerated  even  though  the  brother 
may  have  some  justification  for  the  accusation  contained  therein.  If  he 
considers  himself  aggrieved  he  should  pursue  the  course  provided  by  our 
Constitution  and  laws.  The  method  of  vindication  adopted  by  him  is 
illegal  and  unmasonic  and  can  only  result  in  evil. ' ' 

In  reply  to  a  lengthy  communication  from  him  I  also  wrote  said 
author  that  ' '  I  regret  exceedingly  that  there  is  such  dissension  in  West- 
lake  Lodge.  It  is  likely  not  only  to  disrupt  the  local  organization,  but 
the  inevitable  effect  of  it  will  be  to  injure  the  Fraternity  throughout 
the  State.  I  am  afraid  some  of  you  are  more  concerned  about  vindicating 
your  own  opinions  than  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Order.  An 
immediate  investigation  should  be  held  of  your  serious  charges  that  the 
truth  may  be  ascertained  if  possible  by  a  responsible  committee  and 
the  matter  set  at  rest,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  the  determination  of 
regularly  constituted  Masonic  authorities.  I  do  not  know  the  facts,  but 
I  do  know  that  the  memory  of  the  best  of  us  is  often  at  fault,  and  I 
am  certain  that  we  need  to  exercise  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  tolerance, 
forbearance  and  fraternal  love  that  we  are  taught  in  our  order. ' ' 

Another  more  serious  circular  impugning  the  motive  and  condemning 
the  conduct  of  certain  brethren  has  come  under  my  observation,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  I  cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  one  who  has 
taken  our  obligations  and  profesed  adherence  to  our  principles,  who 
allows  himself  to  resort  to  this  method  of  ''injuring  a  brother  in  his 
good  name"  and  of  creating  strife  and  discord  among  the  Craft.  It 
may  be,  and,  no  doubt,  it  is  true  that  the  decisions  of  Masonic  as  well 
as  other  tribunals  are  sometimes  wrong.  Our  brethren  make  mistakes 
and  are  sometimes  greviously  at  fault,  but  there  is  a  lawful  course,  and 
a  decent  method  whereby  derelictions,  real  or  iijiaginery,  may  be  re- 
viewed, and  if  we  are  law-abiding  citizens  and  upright  Masons,  we  will 
have  respect  for  the  tribunals  we  have  established  and  will  be  mindful 
of  our  obligations  to  cherish  the  honor  of  our  brethren.  The  readiness 
with  which  some  of  us  seem  willing  to  condemn  others,  arises  from  our 
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own  perversity  and  conceit  rather  than  a  desire  to  be  of  service  to  the 
Order,  and  we  greatly  need  to  consider  and  apply  the  admonition  of 
the  Great  Teacher  to  remove  the  beams  from  our  own  eyes  that  we  may 
see  clearly  the  mote  that  is  in  the  brother's  eye. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  of  the  George  Washington  Masonic  Memorial  Associa- 
tion calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  erection  of  a  memorial 
temple  to  Washington.  Every  Mason  must  feel  an  interest  in  this 
project,  and  I  recommend  that  it  receive  our  careful  consideration. 

I  received  an  earnest  letter  from  Dr.  Francisco  Sanchez  Curbelo, 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Cuba,  urging  more  intimate  and  cor- 
dial relations  among  the  various  Grand  Lodges  of  the  continent  and  sug- 
gesting the  propriety  of  future  meetings  in  which  delegates  from  all  of 
said  regular  Grand  Lodges  shall  participate. 

No  doubt  such  meetings  would  promote  international  good  fellow- 
ship, would  tend  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  fraternity 
and  would  add  to  the  progress  of  our  Order  generally;  but  while  I 
endorse  the  scheme,  I  have  not  given  the  matter  sufficient  attention  to 
make  any  specific  recommendation  in  reference  to  it. 

On  August  10th,  I  sent  the  following  communication  to  the  consti- 
tuted Lodges: 

"Dear  Brethren:  When  I  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion I  fully  expected  to  visit  every  Masonic  District  in  the  State  and 
meet  personally  as  many  of  the  brethren  as  possible.  I  was  actively  at 
work  in  pursuance  of  that  purpose  when,  on  the  seventeenth  of  March  last 
I  was  stricken  with  a  serious  illness  which  confined  me  to  my  bed  for 
twelve  weeks  and  left  me  weak  and  incapable  of  performing  the  task 
that  I  contemplated.  I  am  now  feeling  quite  well,  but  my  normal  strength 
has  not  been  fully  restored.  I  have  resumed  my  official  duties  on  the 
bench,  but  I  cannot  with  safety  to  myself  undertake  much  additional 
labor.  Indeed,  my  physicians  advised. me  to  abstain  from  all  unneces- 
sary effort  for  two  or  three  months  longer.  This  advice  I  have  not 
strictly  followed,  but  I  am  sure  that  for  some  little  time  I  shall  not  be 
as  active  as  formerly.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  the  enforced  change 
in  my  plans  has  been  a  great  disappointment  to  me.  I  cannot  tell  you 
how  strongly  I  desired  to  visit  the  Lodges  and  meet  the  brethren  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  State  face  to  face.  I  thought  I  might,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  be  of  some  service  to  the  Fraternity  that  fills  such 
a  large  space  in  our  thoughts  and  affections.  During  my  long  illness 
this  consideration  was  almost  constantly  in  my  mind,  and  I  was  unceas- 
ingly and  deeply  concerned  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  Order  and  the 
progress  and  happiness  of  the  membership.  Thus,  through  circumstances 
over  which  I  had  no  control,  I  have  been  deprived  of  the  unspeakable 


20 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


pleasure  of  meeting  many  of  you  and  talking  with  you  of  the  majesty 
and  beauty  of  the  principles  upon  which  our  Order  is  built.  May  I  not, 
though,  earnestly  exhort  you  to  be  at  all  times  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
unremitting  diligence  in  the  espousal  and  advocacy  of  Masonic  doctrine, 
and  to  be  unfailing  in  your  efforts  to  be  worthy  of  the  great  cause  to 
which  we  are  committed?  Our  Order  presents  in  its  teachings  the  high- 
est ideals  of  which  the  human  mind  can  conceive;  its  history  is  full  of 
inspiration  for  all  who  desire  the  complete  development  of  the  race; 
and  its  wonderful  record  of  philanthropy,  charity  and  love  must  always 
command  the  admiration  of  every  one  who  has  a  just  conception  of 
human  life.  May  we  all  realize  that  we  are  personally  responsible  for  the 
reputation,  usefulness  and  glory  of  our  Institution,  and  may  we  stu- 
diously avoid  everything  that  would  bring  reproach  upon  our  beloved 
Order  or  prevent  any  of  our  brethren  from  enjoying  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  inspiring  and  uplifting  influence  of  Divine  sentiments  that  we  pro- 
claim: 'Be  just,  be  faithful^  be  true.' 

"And  may  'the  peace  of  God  that  passeth  all  understanding'  be 
constantly  with  you. ' '   

Of  course  there  were  other  communications.  In  accordance  with 
the  request  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  other  jurisdictions  I  authorized 
various  Lodges  within  this  State  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  candidates 
from  such  other  jurisdictions.  I  granted  various  dispensations  and  ap- 
proved the  by-laws  of  different  Lodges,  and  performed  other  similar 
services  of  a  more  or  less  routine  and  formal  character,  but  I  do  not 
consider  it  advisable  to  make  specific  mention  of  them. 

THE  MCGREW  AND  PASCO  CASES. 

I  suppose  I  am  a  sort  of  residuary  legatee  of  these  cases.  They 
have  been  before  the  Grand  Lodge  several  times  and  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  considerable  discussion.  The  brethren  are  probably  familiar  with 
the  main  feature  of  each,  and  I  shall  try  to  avoid  wearisome  details.  The 
first  of  these,  as  is  known,  has  been  the  occasion  of  an  unpleasant 
disagreement  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts. 
The  main  question  was  whether  Brother  McGrew  acted  in  good  faith  in 
presenting  to  Durant  Lodge  the  so-called  "leave  to  withdraw"  <•'• 
"dimit".  I  was  about  to  proceed  to  Berkeley  to  investigate  that  ques- 
tion when  I  learned  that  Brother  McGrew  had  consented  to  acknowledge 
his  error  and  request  reinstatement  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  thereupon  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Grand  Master  of 
that  jurisdiction: 

"2648  Hillegass  Avenue,  Berkeley,  California. 

"W.  L.  Johnson,  Esq., 

"Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts. 
"Most  Worshipful  Sir: 

"Realizing  that  there  exists  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  a  controversy  concerning  the 
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legitimacy  of  my  standing  as  a  Mason,  and  that  the  controversy  has 
already  tended  to  impair  the  friendly  relations  that  should  exist  between 
them,  and  that  further  estrangement  may  result;  impelled  by  an  impera- 
tive sense  of  duty,  I  desire  to  do  what  may  be  in  my  power  to  ter- 
minate this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  and  assist  in  restoring  peace 
and  harmony  between  these  two  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  Craft, 

''With  that  end  in  view,  I  hereby  make  the  following  brief  and 
frank  statement  to  you^  and  through  you  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts: 

''First,  I  hereby  emphasize  and  reiterate  the  sentiments  of  humble 
contrition  contained  in  my  petition  to  your  Grand  Lodge  in  1904  for 
the  attiude  of  hostility  shown  by  me  to  the  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  before  which  I  appeared  in  1894;  and  to  confirm  the  plea  for 
pardon  which  I,  some  years  previously,  had  expressed  in  a  personal  letter 
to  each  member  of  the  Committee. 

' '  Second,  In  this  present  petition  for  restoration  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Freemasonry  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  it  is  my  earnest  and  sincere  desire  to  emphasize  more 
fully,  if  possible,  the  contrite  attitude  of  mind  which  I  have  never 
ceased  to  have, 

' '  Third,  I  wish  to  frankly  and  unreservedly  acknowledge  that  the 
answer  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  my 
petition  for  restoration  was  never  interpreted  by  me  as  meaning  any- 
thing but  a  euphemistic  manner  of  notifying  me  that  my  petition  had 
been  rejected.  My  good  friends  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  took 
a  different  view  of  the  matter;  and  gave  me  permission  to  affiliate  with 
any  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  that  would  receive  me.  In  the  face  of 
their  optimistic  interpretation  and  generous  confidence,  and  with  the 
personal  and  intense  yearning  to  once  again  meet  the  brethren  upon 
the  Square,  I  was  only  too  ready  to  accede  to  their  friendly  persuasion 
and  kind  permission. 

"Most  Worshipful  Sir,  I  earnestly  and  contritely  ask  you,  and 
through  you,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  to 
accept  in  Sincerity  and  Truth,  this  humble  explanation  and  apology  for 
every  wrong  of  the  Past,  and  with  it  my  prayer  for  restoration  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Free- 
masonry, 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Most  Worshipful  Sir, 
' '  Very  truly  yours, 
"GIFFORD  HORACE  GREELY  McGREW," 
November  13th,  1915, 

He  was  very  ill  at  the  time  and  died  December  8th  following,  the 
very  day  he  was  restored  by  said  Grand  Lodge  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
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leges  of  Freemasoniy.  Some  correspondence  ^  "  _  cordial  and  fraternal 
nature  between  myself  and  said  Grand  Master  ensued,  but  it  is  perhaps 
unnecessary  to  set  it  out.  I  would  rather  have  contented  myself  with 
the  bare  recital  that  Brother  McGrew  was  fully  restored  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  and  that  he  passed  to  the  higher  Lodge  where 
mistakes  are  unknown,  but  I  concluded  that  you  were  entitled  to  know 
the  full  factS;  and  that  the  statement  was  also  demanded  by  the  con- 
sideration that  is  due  a  sister  jurisdiction.  It  may  be  said  of  Brother 
McGrew  that  he  atoned  for  any  mistake  that  he  may  have  made  by  years 
of  faithful,  service  to  mankind  and  devotion  to  the  principles  of  the 
Order. 

The  Pascoe  case  is  one  also  of  long  standing.  The  ledger  of  Eising 
Star  Lodge  shows  that  he  was  first  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 
in  February,  1895,  and  reinstated  April  6th  of  the  same  year.  He  was 
again  suspended  March  30th,  1901.  He  then  owed  for  dues  for  more 
than  four  years. 

Brother  Pascoe 's  application  for  reinstatement  was  made  upon  the 
ground,  as  he  states  himself,  * '  at  the  time  of  my  suspension  and  for 
some  years  previous  thereto  I  was  totally  blind; ' '  and  it  may  be  said 
that  there  were  affidavits  presented  to  the  Lodge  in  support  of  the 
statement.  In  his  written  communication  he  said  he  sought  reinstate- 
ment ''not  for  the  purpose  of  securing  aid  from  your  Lodge"  but  *'to 
place  myself  in  a  position  to  meet  my  fellow  brothers  on  an  equal  under- 
standing. ' '  He  seemed  to  think  that  where  ' '  a  member  is  placed  in  a 
position  where  he  can  no  longer  earn  a  livelihood  and  having  no  means 
of  obtaining  funds  to  pay  his  assessments  he  is  considered  a  member 
in  good  standing  and  is  exempt  from  dues". 

The  Lodge,  however,  declined  to  reinstate  him  unless  he  paid  the 
full  amount  due.  The  Lodge  may  have  been  influenced  in  its  attitude 
by  the  belief  that  Brother  Pascoe  had  not  always  treated  the  Lodge  as 
a  Mason  should.  In  a  letter  among  the  papers  in  the  case  a  former 
Master  of  that  Lodge  says  that  he  had  heard  it  stated  in  the  Lodge 
that  ''Brother  Pascoe  has  neglected  to  pay  his  dues  when  he  was  well 
able  to  do  so "  and  that  he  was  present  when  Brother  Pascoe  was  sus- 
pended and  that  he  had  an  opinion  at  the  time  that  Brother  Pascoe 
had  not  acted  fairly  in  obtaining  a  certain  letter  of  recommendation 
"under  false  pretenses  and  used  it  for  a  different  purpose  from  that 
for  which  he  induced  me  to  write  it". 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  Lodge  acted  legally  in  suspending  the 
brother.  They  had  no  knowledge  or  notice  of  his  disability  as  far  as 
the  record  shows.  He  should  have  notified  the  Lodge  of  his  affliction, 
but,  here,  of  course,  there  was  excuse  for  his  failure  in  consequence  of 
the  nature  of  his  trouble.  While  the  brother  has  no  right  to  demand  a 
restoration,  I  think  out  of  consideration  for  his  great  misfortune  and 
moved  by  that  brotherly  love  which  is  the  cardinal  tenet  of  the  Order 
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we  might  well  advise  Ms  restoration  that  he  may  go  down  to  his  grave 
with  all  the  privileges  and  honors  of  a  Master  Mason. 

DECISIONS. 

My  first  impression  was  to  spare  you  a  recital  of  the  decisions  ren- 
dered, but  upon  reflection  I  concluded  that  such  an  innovation  would  be 
unfair  to  you  and  also  hardly  be  in  consonance  with  the  requirement  of 
the  law  that  the  Grand  Master  shall  ''present  at  each  annual  Communi- 
cation, a  written  message  therein  setting  forth  all  his  official  acts  during 
the  year, ' '  etc.  It  may  be,  though,  that  some  of  the  minor  decisions  will 
be  omitted: 

1.  An  application  was  made  for  the  degrees  in  a  Lodge  and  the 
fee  was  deposited,  an  investigating  committee  was  appointed,  but  be- 
fore a  report  could  be  made  the  applicant  moved  to  China. 

He  sought  to  have  the  fee  returned,  and  I  decided  that  there  was 
no  authority  for  the  Lodge  to  refund  the  fee  as  the  application  was 
still  pending  according  to  section  101  of  the  Constitution^  and  that  as 
long  as  the  application  was  pending  and  the  Lodge  was  willing  and 
ready  to  confer  the  degrees  the  applicant  was  not  entitled  to  have  the 
fee  returned.  It  seemed  to  constitute  a  hardship  in  that  particular  case 
and  the  law  might  well  be  amended  to  meet  such  a  contingency. 

2.  A  controversy  between  Temple  Lodge  No.  6  of  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico,  and  Coronado  Lodge  No.  441,  of  this  jurisdiction,  in 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  a  petitioner  in  applying  for  the  degrees  in 
the  latter  Lodge  while  apparently  a  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  former,  was  brought  to  my  attention.  I  suggested  that  charges 
should  be  preferred  against  him  in  order  that  his  apparent  fraud  upon 
the  Lodge  at  Coronado  might  be  investigated  and  justice  meted  out, 
that  it  might  be  determined,  in  other  words,  whether  there  was  an  honest 
mistake  or  a  willful  misrepresentation  of  a  material  fact  on  his  part. 

3.  A  circular  was  sent  out  by  certain  members  of  a  Lodge  asking 
for  a  contribution  for  the  purchase  of  a  ''suitable  remembrance"  for 
the  retiring  Master,  and  I  was  asked  if  such  conduct  was  in  violation  of 
section  127  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  replied  that:  "As  I  understand 
the  facts,  the  said  circular  was  not  ordered  to  be  sent  by  the  Lodge, 
and  therefore  the  first  clause  of  said  section  does  not  apply.  Without 
doing  violence  to  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  law,  I  think  it  may  be  said 
that  the  presentation  of  a  suitable  testimonial  to  a  retiring  Master  who 
has  done  many  years  of  faithful  work  for  the  Lodge  is  a  'matter  or 
thing'  Masonic  in  its  nature,  and  I  am  of  the  bpinion  that  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  may  properly,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  make  a  contribu- 
tion or  solicit  one  among  themselves  for  such  purpose.  Of  course,  it 
is  a  matter  of  some  delicacy,  but  it  can  be  safely  left  to  the  good 
judgment  and  sense  of  propriety  of  the  members  of  the  particular 
Lodge. 
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4.  I  was  asked  whether  the  term  ' '  total  revenue ' '  as  used  in  sec- 
tion 89  of  the  Constitution  means  the  ''gross"  or  ''net"  income  of 
the  Lodge  for  the  year,  I  held  that  the  word  "total"  is  one  of  the 
definitions  of  the  word  "gross"  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  used  the  term 
with  that  sigHification.  Of  course,  as  it  was  suggested,  under  this  inter- 
pretation the  brethren  may  sometimes  indulge  in  extravagant  expendi- 
ture for  social  purposes,  but  we  must  repose  confidence  in  the  judgment 
and  conscience  of  the  members  of  the  constituent  Lodges,  and  if  the 
law  is  deemed  to  work  a  hardship  the  subject  should  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  needed  change  may  be  effected. 

5.  These  two  questions  were  submitted  to  me:  1.  Can  a  Lodge  of 
either  Entered  Apprentices  or  Fellow  Crafts  be  opened  more  than  once 
in  twenty-four  hours  for  the  conferring  of  degrees  in  the  maximum  of 
five  different  candidates  at  each  meeting?  and  2.  Can  a  Lodge  of 
Entered  Apprentices  be  opened  and  five  degrees  conferred  and  later  a 
Lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts  opened  and  five  degrees  conferred  on  other 
candidates,  all  within  twenty-four  hours?  I  answered  that  in  my 
opinion  the  questions  must  be  answered  in  the  negative,  that  the  natural 
and  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  law  is  that  no  more  than  five 
degrees  should  be  conferred  by  the  same  Lodge  in  any  period  of  twenty- 
four  hours. 

6.  I  held  that  where  the  installation  of  Ofiicers  was  to  take  place 
in  a  building  other  than  where  the  Lodge  regularly  met  the  Lodge 
should  open  in  the  Lodgeroom  and  then  repair  to  the  place  of  installa- 
tion. 

7.  It  was  held  that  a  Mason  who  has  demitted  from  his  Lodge  may 
petition  for  affiliation  with  a  Lodge  in  another  jurisdiction  while  he 
still  holds  residence  in  the  jurisdiction  from  which  he  has  demitted. 
(See  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  of  1915,  page  295.) 

8.  A  candidate  for  the  degrees  was  balloted  for,  and  a  black  cube 
appearing,  another  ballot  was  taken.  This  ballot  was  also  unfavorable 
and  the  Worshipful  Master  declared  the  candidate  rejected.  Some  dis- 
cussion then  ensued,  it  being  suggested  that  possibly  a  mistake  had 
been  made;  and  a  brother  admitted  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in 
casting  the  black  ball.  Another  ballot  was  thereupon  had  which  resulted 
in  the  election  of  the  candidate.  I  held  that  the  third  ballot  was  a 
nullity  under  section  104  of  the  Constitution.  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
however,  that  I  granted  a  dispensation  for  another  ballot  under  section 
106  of  the  Constitution  .and  the  candidate  was  regularly  elected  and 
afterward  initiated. 

9.  An  applicant  for  the  degrees  lives  in  incorporated  town  A, 
which  is  contiguous  to  two  other  incorporated  towns,  B  and  C.  There  is 
no  Masonic  Lodge  in  A,  but  there  is  in  B  and  also  in  C.  The  center  of 
A  is  of  equal  distance  from  the  center  of  B  and  of  C.    The  actual  resi- 
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dence  of  the  applicant  is,  however,  much  nearer  the  center  of  B  than 
of  C.  The  question  is  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodges  B  and  C  to 
entertain  the  application.  I  found  no  difficulty  in  determining  that  the 
Lodge  B  had  jurisdiction,  since  the  applicant  lives  nearer  the  incor- 
porated limits  and  also  the  center  of  that  town.  (See  proceedings  of 
Grand  Lodge,  1901,  page  306.) 

10.  In  balloting  for  a  candidate  a  mistake  was  probably  made  in 
placing  a  black  ball  in  the  box.  There  were,  however^  two  unfavorable 
ballots  in  the  box,  and  the  Worshipful  Master  declared  the  candidate 
rejected.  It  was  thought  an  injustice  had  been  done  the  candidate 
and  inquiry  was  made  as  to  how  it  could  be  remedied,  and  I  replied 
that  section  106  of  the  Constitution  as  to  dispensation  suggested  the 
course  to  pursue. 

11.  I  decided  that  a  member  of  a  lodge  that  had  surrendered  its 
charter  could  become  a  member  in  good  standing  of  another  Lodge  ' '  by 
affiliation  and  election  in  the  ordinary  way ' he  furnishing  a  satisfac- 
tory explanation  in  writing  of  inability  to  furnish  a  demit. 

12.  On  a  motion  to  amend  the  by-laws  of  a  Lodge,  there  being 
ten  members  present,  five  voted  for  it^  three  against  it,  and  two  did  not 
vote.  The  Master,  acting  on  the  presumption  that  "all  present  not 
voting  are  presumed  to  dissent  to  the  action  taken,"  (Section  77h  of  the 
Constitution),  counted  the  two  members  not  voting  as  though  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  and  therefore  declared  the  amendment  adopted,  it  requir- 
ing a  two-third  vote  to  carry  it.  The  brother  who  seconded  the  motion 
did  not  vote,  but  afterward  moved  for  a  re-consideration  and  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  being  in  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  proceeding  did 
not  entertain  the  motion.  I  held  that  the  amendment  was  not  carried  as 
the  law  requires  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  present.  This  neces- 
sarily exacts  actual  participation  in  the  ballot  and  does  not  contemplate 
"constructive  voting".  The  presumption  as  to  those  not  voting  is  that 
they  assent  to  whatever  disposition  may  be  made  of  a  proposition  by 
those  who  do  vote".  (Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  for  1884,  Page 
738.)  Furthermore,  the  brother  who  did  not  vote  was  not  entitled  to 
move  for  reconsideration.  (Mackey 's -Masonic  Parliamentary  Law,  page 
143.)  I  also  held  that  the  Worshipful  Master  is  not  required  to  an- 
nounce that  a  two-thirds  vote  is  necessary  to  amend  the  by-laws,  as  the 
brethren  are  presumed  to  know  the  law,  but  it  is  advisable  for  him  to 
do  so  to  put  the  brethren  upon  their  guard. 

13.  Several  communications  were  received  from  Masonic  Boards 
of  Eelief  in  which  complaint  was  made  of  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
States  for  their  failure  to  reimburse  said  Boards  of  Belief  for  moneys 
expended  for  the  relief  of  the  members,  or  relatives  of  said  members, 
of  Lodges  of  said  jurisdictions.  To  one  of  these  I  replied.  ''I  under- 
stand that  many  similar  eases  have  arisen  within  our  jurisdiction.  They 
are  of  course  annoying  and  even  exasperating  in  some  respects,  but  I 
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suppose  until  the  end  of  time  there  will  be  found  men,  and  even 
Masons,  who  will  manifest  a  disposition  to  impose  upon  others  a  burden 
which  should  be  borne  by  themselves.  No  one  can  tell  you  what  you 
should  do  in  the  premises.  I  will  suggest  however  that  you  continue  to 
importune  the  Lodges  that  are  primarily  responsible  for  the  duty  to 
care  for  their  own,  and  that  in  the  meantime  you  grant  what  relief 
you  can,  and  if  you  feel  that  the  load  has  been  heavy  you  trust  to  the 
sense  and  justice  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  alleviate  the  situation". 

14.  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Worshipful  Master  of 
San  Fernando  Lodge  No.  343,  in  which  he  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  San  Fernando  is  a  city  of  the  sixth  class,  comprising  an  area  of 
only  twelve  hundred  acres,  and  that  recently  the  city  of  Los  Angeles 
annexed  the  San  Fernando  Irrigation  District,  thus  extending  the 
boundaries  beyond  those  of  the  city  of  San  Fernando  and  so  as  to 
completely  surround  the  latter.  He  therefore  inquired:  "Has  not  the 
Masonic  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  by  virtue  of  the  above 
named  facts  enveloped  and  absorbed  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  of  San 
Fernando  Lodge  No.  343?  and  consequently  does  not  San  Fernando 
Lodge  now  hold  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  rest  of  the  Lodges 
located  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles?" 

I  replied :  "1  can  find  no  ground  for  holding  that  San  Fernando 
Lodge  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  Lodges  of  Los  Angeles  City. 
Section  82  of  the  Constitution,  relating  to  concurrent  jurisdiction,  pro- 
vides that  '  If  two  or  more  Lodges  are  located  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  any  city,  town  or  place,  they  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
therein,'  but  in  the  sense  of  said  expression,  your  lodge  is  not  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Los  Angeles  but  it  is  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  San  Fernando.  I  do  not  think  a  Lodge  can  be  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  two  cities  at  the  same  time.  You  are  a  part  of  the  munici- 
pality of  San  Fernando  but  not  of  Los  Angeles,  although  surrounded 
by  the  latter.  This  view  necessarily  operates  to  reduce  the  territorial 
extent  of  your  jurisdiction,  and  I  regret  the  result,  but  under  the  laws, 
as  I  understand  it,  I  can  see  no  other  alternative.  At  the  time  said 
provision  was  adopted  no  one  probably  anticipated  such  a  complication 
as  has  arisen  in  your  city  and  the  law  should  probably  be  amended  to 
meet  the  situation. ' ' 

15.  Wilshire  Lodge  No.  445  adopted  resolutions  changing  the  by- 
laws relating  to  fees  for  degrees  and  dues,  with  a  proviso  that  the 
change  should  not  go  into  effect  until  the  membership  of  the  Lodge 
should  have  reached  three  hundred.  The  Deputy  Grand  Master  decided 
(and  I  concur)  that  no  amendment  could  be  properly  made  to  take 
effect  at  an  indefinite  date;  that  "the  time  for  such  amendments  will 
be  opportune  when  the  membership  shall  have  reached  the  specified 
number  and  all  members  will  have  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
an  opinion  thereon. ' ' 
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16.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  whether  examination  of  visiting  brethren 
''may  be  held  at  any  place  other  than  a  room  or  place  adjacent  to  the 
body  of  said  Lodge ' I  answered  that  the  Constitution  contemplates  that 
such  examination  shall  be  made  within  the  jurisdiction  at  least  of  the 
Lodge  which  the  visitors  desire  to  attend. 

17.  I  held  that  a  man  who  ''has  lost  his  right  leg  seven  inches 
below  the  knee"  is  not  qualified  to  receive  the  degrees. 

18.  I  held  that  it  was  proper  for  the  Secretary  at  the  stated  meet- 
ing in  June  to  read  the  names  of  all  who  owed  for  dues,  but  that  need- 
less humiliation  of  any  member  should  of  course  be  avoided. 

19.  I  decided  that  it  was  not  proper  to  hold  Masonic  services  over 
the  ashes  of  a  brother  whose  body  had  been  cremated. 

20.  In  reply  to  a  question  whether  a  brother's  dying  request  that 
his  funeral  services  be  conducted  by  the  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows,  I 
held  that  the  language  of  Section  164  of  the  Constitution  should  be 
construed  as  liberally  as  possible,  but  that  it  certainly  means  nothing 
less  than  that  the  whole  service  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge;  but  that  out  of  respect  to  the  wishes  of  the  deceased, 
and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  other  great  fraternal  organization, 
the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge  might  properly  request  the  Odd 
Fellows  to  render  their  service  or  a  part  of  it  at  the  Chapel,  it  being 
understood  that  the  Masonic  Lodge  shall  have  charge  of  and  conclude 
the  service".     (Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  of  1891-1892,  Page  215.) 

MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

One  subject  of  tremendous  importance  to  which  I  must  not  fail  to 
call  your  earnest  attention,  involves  our  interest  in  the  Masonic  Temple. 
As  has  been  said  by  my  immediate  predecessors,  our  faith  has  been 
pledged  to  this  enterprise,  and  we  cannot  afford,  as  I  am  sure  we  have 
no  disposition  to  shrink  from,  our  responsibility  in  the  premises.  We 
must  go  forward  until  the  debt  is  entirely  obliterated  and  this  splendid 
building  is  placed  upon  a  sure  foundation  of  safety  and  profit.  Let  there 
be  no  laggards  in  this  matter.  We  will  bear  the  burden  cheerfully, 
knowing  that  the  reward  will  be  commensurate  with  the  sacrifice  we 
are  called  upon  to  make.  I  recommend  that  we  follow  the  example  set 
by  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  we  purchase  $25,000  worth  of  the  stock. 

MASONIC  HOMES  AND  OTHER  AGENCIES. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  members  generally  are  proud  of  the 
practical  agencies  adopted  and  conducted  by  the  Fraternity  for  the  ame- 
lioration of  distress  and  for  the  aid  of  those  who  need  assistance.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  devote  much  personal  attention  to  these  instru- 
mentalities, but  I  am  satisfied  that  those  having  them  in  charge  are  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  their  work  and  are  striving  earnestly  and 
efficiently  to  discharge  their  sacred  trust.    I  believe  they  are  imbued 
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with  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  and  are  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  be 
of  some  service  to  the  Order  and  to  mankind.  Of  course,  no  one  who 
does  not  love  the  Order  and  his  fellow  man  should  undertake  to  admin- 
ister these  practical  functions  of  benevolence  and  helpfulness^  nor  should 
he  spare  himself  in  his  efforts  to  secure  economy  and  efficiency  if  he  is 
called  upon  to  represent  the  Order  in  these  important  executive  duties. 
There  should  be,  of  course,  no  favoritism  nor  partiality.  Strict  atten- 
tion to  duty  should  be  required  of  all  subordinates,  and  full  value  should 
be  obtained  if  possible  for  every  dollar  of  the  Fraternity's  money  that 
is  expended. 

My  visit  to  the  Homes  certainly  made  a  deep  impression  upon  my 
mind.  As  far  as  one  can  judge  from  appearances,  you  would  say  that 
conditions  are  almost  ideal.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  detail,  but 
they  certainly  appear  to  be  Homes  indeed  wherein  reside  contentment, 
love  and  happiness.  May  they  ever  be  the  object  of  our  most  earnest  and 
prayerful  consideration  to  the  end  that  we  may  discharge  our  full  duty 
to  those  entrusted  to  our  guardianship. 

The  Boards  of  Eelief  and  employment  agencies  are  also  of  tremen- 
dous importance  and  they  demand  our  most  careful  attention.  Full  in- 
formation will  be  given  you  no  doubt  as  to  the  work  by  those  who  know 
whereof  they  speak,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  receive  the  attention  that 
it  deserves.  I  will  state  here  that  of  the  $1200  allowed  for  my  expenses 
I  have  turned  back  the  sum  of  $580.65. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  ORDER. 

Speaking  generally,  I  may  say  that  the  Order  has  made  substantial 
progress  during  the  year.  We  have  grown  in  numbers,  our  enrollment 
now  being  nearly  58,000.  That  constitutes,  my  brethren,  a  mighty 
army  of  soldiers  of  peace  and  fraternity.  We  will  soon  be  one  hundred 
thousand  strong  in  this  state.  I  believe  also  that  our  membership  is 
growing  in  appreciation  of  the  significance  of  Masonry  and  in  the  prac- 
tical exemplification  of  the  tenets  of  our  Order.  The  reports  of  the 
Inspectors  show  that  great  care  is  being  exercised  as  to  the  character  of 
those  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  and  that  in  the  various  communities 
the  people  regard  Masons  as  standing  for  the  highest  and  best  in  our 
civilization,  and  they  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  potent  agencies 
for  the  promotion  of  human  welfare  and  happiness. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  made  to  me  whereby  it  is  thought 
our  work  may  be  improved.  Probably  none  of  these  is  of  commanding 
importance,  yet  I  think  I  may  trespass  upon  your  time  to  call  your  at- 
tention specifically  to  a  few  of  them.  Of  course  we  are  all  vitally  inter- 
ested in  the  subject  of  endowment  for  our  Homes,  and  in  this  connection 
one  brother  suggested  that  the  Lodge  be  permitted  to  spend  a  portion 
of  the  social  fund  for  the  insurance  of  some  of  the  members  in  favor 
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of  such  a  fund.  Another  suggestion  was  that  a  specific  day  should  be 
designated  by  proclamation  of  the  Grand  Master  to  be  known  throughout 
the  jurisdiction  as  ' '  Endowment  Day, ' '  and  that  on  that  day  it  would 
be  expected  "that  every  Master  Mason  should  contribute  toward  the 
fund  whatever  he  could,  that  the  Inspectors  should  be  instructed  to 
actively  stimulate  interest  and  through  the  Inspectors  the  Masters  of 
subordinate  Lodges  could  be  induced  to  send  letters  explanatory  of  the 
economic  and  sentimental  desirability  of  the  fund". 

Another  suggestion  was  that  the  procedure  should  be  simplified  so 
that  ''for  the  purpose  of  examination  only  a  lodge  of  the  third  degree 
may  be  called  from  labor  in  that  degree  to  work  in  the  second  degree 
without  closing  and  reopening  in  the  respective  degrees ' '  and  when  the 
examination  has  been  concluded  ''the  Lodge  shall  be  purged  and  work 
forthwith  resumed  in  the  third  degree ' '. 

Another  brother  thought  that  the  ' '  degree  teams ' '  of  which  we  hear 
so  much  should  be  subjected  to  examination  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  the  Grand  Master,  Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Secretary,  who  should 
be  authorized  to  pass  upon  their  efficiency  in  the  work. 

These  suggestions,  together  with  a  letter  of  advice  to  Masters  of 
Lodges  by  Brother  Leo  Bruck,  are  worthy  of  attention  and  I  commend 
them  to  you. 

NECROLOGY. 

The  Grim  Eeaper  has  been  busy  in  our  midst  during  the  year. 
Many  of  our  brethren  have  fallen,  but  in  consequence  of  a  life  well 
spent  they  could  exclaim  with  the  great  Apostle:  "Oh  death,  where  is 
fhy  sting?  Oh  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?"  Many  of  the  members  of 
the  constituent  Lodges  who  have  passed  away  have  not  sought  honor 
or  worldly  distinction.  They  have  been  content  to  pursue  the  even  tenor 
of  their  way,  performing  their  daily  tasks  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious 
manner,  satisfied  with  the  approval  of  their  conscience  and  leaving  be- 
hind them  an  enduring  monument  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  others.  We  pay  them  the  tribute  of  our  admiration  and  com- 
mend their  example  to  those  who  are  remaining  here  for  a  little  while. 

Of  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of 
William  Abraham  Davies  and  John  Morton  Eshleman. 

William  Abraham  Davies,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  California  in 
the  year  1867 ;  died  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  June  20,  1916.  (Me- 
morial services  will  be  had  Thursday  afternoon,  October  12.) 

John  Morton  Eshleman,  Grand  Orator,  died  at  Indio  February  28, 
1916.  Funeral  by  Grand  Master  at  Los  Angeles,  March  2.  (Memorial 
services  to  be  had  October  12.) 

OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 

Arkansas— A.  J.  Witt,  Grand  Master,  1909;  born  December  31, 
1855;  died  March  17,  1915.    Christopher  Columbus  Ayers,  Grand  Mas- 
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ter,  1901;  born  August  9,  1819;  died  August  2,  1915.  Antonio  Brooks 
Grace,  Grand  Master,  1905;  born  December  13,  1848;  died  December  2, 
1915. 

Colorado — Zachariah  X.  Snyder,  Grand  Chaplain  1901:  until  his 
death,  November  11,  1915. 

Connecticut — Asa  P.  Fitch,  Grand  Master,  1905;  born  January  6, 
1848 ;  died  March  29,  1916.  Stanley  B.  Bosworth,  Grand  Treasurer  1906 
until  his  death,  April  29,  1916,  aged  79  years. 

Delaware — Alfred  D.  Warner,  Grand  Treasurer,  1878 ;  died  December 
6,  1915,  aged  68  years.  Virginius  V.  Harrison,  Grand  Secretary,  1907 
until  his  death,  December  28,  1915.  Henry  Young,  Grand  Master,  1904; 
born  June  22,  1846;  died  November  15,  1915. 

Florida — Enos  Wasgate,  Grand  Master,  1876;  born  February  18, 
1820;  died  March  5,  1915. 

Georgia — William  Alexander  WoUhin,  Grand  Secretary  1897  until 
his  death  February  9,  1916,  aged  55  years. 

Idaho — Theophilus  W.  Eandall,  Grand  Secretary,  1898-1915;  born 
February  15,  1834;  died  April  6,  1916. 

Illinois — William  Hayes  Scott,  Grand  Master,  1881 ;  born  September 
5,  1830;  died  December  30,  1915.  Brother  Scott  for  many  years  was 
a  resident  of  Alameda,  California,  and  was  a  frequent  and  welcome 
visitor  to  our  Grand  Lodge.  His  remains  were  buried  at  Presidio 
cemetery,  San  Francisco,  with  military  honors.  At  the  Masonic  funeral 
held  by  Oak.  Grove  Lodge  No.  215,  a  phonographic  record  of  a  prayer 
rendered  twelve  years  before  by  the  deceased  brother  was  made  a  part 
of  the  service. 

Indiana — Daniel  McDonald,  Grand  Master,  1875;  born  May  6,  1833; 
died  January  9,  1916.  Sidney  W.  Douglas,  Grand  Master,  1893 ;  born 
March  25,  1840;  died  January  10,  1916.  Edward  Highly  Wolfe,  Grand 
Inspector;  born  September  26,  1834;  died  August  17,  1916. 

Iowa — Charles  Trumbull  Granger,  Grand  Master,  1884-1886;  born 
October  9,  1835 ;  died  October  26,  1915.  William  Fiske  Cleveland,  Grand 
Master,  1906;  born  August  30,  1844;  died  February  19,  1916. 

Louisiana — Alfred  W.  Cheesman,  Grand  Master  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  September  30,  1915,  aged  52  years. 

Michigan — William  T.  Mitchell,  Grand  Master,  1865;  born  May  27, 
1817;  died  February  6,  1916.  Lucian  Ely  Wood,  Grand  Master,  1900; 
born  October  5,  1852 ;  died  June  5,  1916. 

Mississippi — Allen  M.  Hicks,  Grand  Lecturer  from  1895  to  the  date 
of  his  death,  September  22,  ]915. 

Nebraska — John  Bell  Dinsmore,  Grand  Master,  1897;  born  March 
15,  1838;  died  October  6,  1915.  William  Amos  DeBord,  Grand  Master. 
1908;  born  January  4,  1865;  died  May  17,  1916. 
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New  York — Charles  W.  Mead,  Grand  Master,  1900;  died  September 
28,  1915. 

North  Dakota — Charles  A.  Harris,  Grand  Treasurer,  1896;  born 
1841;  died  October  22,  1915. 

Nova  Scotia — Theodore  Augustus  Cossman,  Grand  Master,  1900; 
born  May  26,  1844;  died  April  28,  1916. 

Oklahoma — Alfred  Gallitin  Gray,  Grand  Master,  1912;  born  October 
20,  1858;  died  August  21,  1915.  James  Stephen  Hunt,  Emeritus  Grand 
Secretary;  born  July  14,  1833;  died  March  9,  1915.  (Announcement  of 
this  brother's  funeral  at  San  Diego  was  made  by  Bledsoe  in  his 
address  1915.)  William  Leander  Byrd,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  1874; 
born  August  1,  1844;  died  April  21,  1915. 

South  Carolina — William  Pinckney  Smith,  Grand  Chaplain  1905  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  April  23,  1916. 

Tennessee — John  T.  Williamson,  Grand  Master,  1889;  born  August 
11,  1839;  died  December  10,  1915.  Caswell  A.  Goodloe,  Grand  Master, 
1887;  born  August  24,  1838;  died  July  12,  1916. 

Texas — Benjamin  Franklin  Frymier,  Sr.,  Grand  Master,  1893;  born 
1837;  died  December  4,  1915. 

Vermont — Marsh  Olin  Perkins,  Grand  Master,  1885-1887;  born 
February  7,  1849;  died  February  10,  1916. 

West  Virginia — Robert  White,  Grand  Master,  1874;  born  February 
7,  1833;  died  December  12,  1915.  George  Hatch,  Grand  Master,  1903; 
born  June  16,  1851;  died  April  27,  1916. 

How  forcibly  this  record  of  the  dead  reminds  us  that  we  too  are 
passing  away.  The  places  that  know  us  now  will  soon  know  us  no  more 
forever.  Whatever  may  be  the  distinction  we  now  enjoy,  we  will  soon 
meet  upon  the  common  level  of  the  tomb.  How  true  is  the  language 
of  Senator  Ingalls :  ' '  In  the  democracy  of  the  dead  all  men  at  last  are 
equal.  There  is  neither  rank  nor  station  nor  prerogative  in  the  republic 
of  the  grave.  At  this  fatal  threshold  the  philosopher  ceases  to  be  wise 
and  the  song  of  the  poet  is  silent.  Dives  relinquished  his  millions  and 
Lazarus  his  rags.  The  poor  man  is  as  rich  as  the  richest,  and  the  rich 
man  is  as  poor  as  the  pauper.  The  creditor  loses  his  usury  and  the 
debtor  is  acquitted  of  his  obligation.  There  the  proud  man  surrenders 
his  dignities,  the  politician  his  honors,  the  worldling  his  pleasures,  the 
invalid  needs  no  physician  and  the  laborer  rests  from  unrequited  toil. 
Here  at  last  is  nature 's  final  decree  in  equity.  The  wrongs  of  time  are 
redressed.  Injustice  is  expiated,  the  irony  of  fate  is  refuted,  the  unequal 
distribution  of  wealth,  honor,  capacity,  pleasure  and  opportunity,  which 
makes  life  such  a  cruel  and  inexplicable  tragedy  ceases  in  the  realm  of 
death.  The  strongest  there  has  no  supremacy,  and  the  weakest  needs 
no  defense.  The  mightiest  captain  succumbs  to  that  invincible  adversary, 
who  disarms  alike  the  victor  and  the  vanquished." 
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Let  us,  my  brethren,  heed  the  lesson  of  the  grave;  but  may  we  also 
never  close  our  eyes  to  the  light  that  streams  through  its  gloomy  portals, 
revealing  the  glory  ineffable  that  lies  beyond. 

God  grant  that  we  may  make  the  most  of  the  present  life,  that  we 
may  work  while  it  is  called  to-day,  knowing  that  "the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work",  that  we  may  endure  unto  the  end  in  the 
earnest,  unremitting  and  faithful  discharge  of  our  duties  and  at  the  last 
great  day  receive  the  final  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of 
the  Universe:  ^'Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant". 

ALBERT  G.  BURNETT, 

Grand  Master. 

The  Deputy  Grand  ]\Iaster  appointed  the  following  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Grand  Master's  Address:  Thomas  I.  Janes^ 
Philip  Jacobivics,  William  W.  Douglas. 


The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Report  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SECRETARY. 

To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

In  obedience  to  the  Constitution,  I  present  herewith  my  annual 
report  of  the  transactions  of  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary  for  the 
year,  and  such  other  matters  as  may  be  of  interest: 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Annual  Communication  there  were  three 
hundred  and  seventy-three  chartered  Lodges  on  our  roll,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  55,341.  Since  then  we  have  lost  two  Lodges  by  consolida- 
tion with  other  Lodges — Acacia  Lodge  No.  92,  at  Coloma,  consoli- 
dated with  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26,  under  the  name  and  number  of 
Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26,  and  Yuba  Lodge  No.  39  was  consolidated  with 
Corinthian  Lodge  No.  9  under  the  name  and  number  of  Corinthian 
Lodge  No.  9.  We  have  gained  during  the  year  six  Lodges,  making 
the  number  of  active  Lodges  now  377,  with  a  membership  of  57,856, 
a  net  gain  of  2,515.  The  six  new  Lodges  for  which  dispensations  were 
issued  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master  are  as  follows: 

October  16,  1915 — Mount  Oso  Lodge,  at  Tracy,  San  Joaquin 
county.  Frank  Harloe  Westlake,  Master;  Victor  Mayer,  Senior 
Warden;  Lloyd  Ivan  Gerry,  Junior  Warden;  and  Albert  Percival 
Gerow,  Lynn  Oliver  Stark,  Ralph  D.  Whille,  Charles  Emery  Pulliam, 
Orville  Hurd  Root,  Nelson  Shields  Dwelly,  Henry  Heil,  David  Rolland 
Payne,  Bayard  Taylor  Baker,  Roy  Whittier  Ames,  Edwin  Henry 
Williams,  Harry  W.  Wilson,  Milner  Reginald  Fothergill,  Leonard 
John  Westlake,  Simeon  John  Fredrichs,  Herbert  E.  Littlejohn,  Francis 
Willard  Duffy,  Walter  Scott  Joy. 
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January  24,  1916 — Argonaut  Lodge,  San  Francisco.  Purcell  Rowe, 
Master;  Rex  Edwards  Gilbert,  Senior  Warden;  Harry  William  Reis, 
Junior  Warden;  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Heastand,  Lewis  Templeton 
Shamp,  Harry  Mansur  Wright,  Lewis  Walter  Roy  Bowden,  James 
William  Strawn,  Roy  Heck,  Harold  Charles  Macaire,  Sigmund  Klein, 
George  Henry  Tenbrook,  Burton  Alexander  Swartz,  Frederick  Henry 
Madison,  Hamilton  Morgan,  George  Andrew  Davies. 

March  16,  1916 — Paul  Revere  Lodge,  San  Francisco.  Louis  Theo- 
dore Cranz,  Master;  George  Washington  Kennedy,  Senior  Warden; 
George  Horner  Bradner,  Junior  Warden;  and  Philip  Werner,  Walde- 
mar  Hansen,  Arthur  Heinz,  Frederick  Bense,  William  Sydney  Phelps, 
Louis  Charles  Homan,  Francis  Edward  Boerke,  George  Stanley  Roxby, 
Howard  Lovell  Van  Orden,  Carlos  Arthur  A.  Johnstone,  Sol  Morris 
Stock,  Harry  Trigger. 

April  20,  1916 — Morgan  Hill  Lodge,  Morgan  Hill,  Santa  Clara 
county.  Andrew  Sofus  George  Rasmussen,  Master;  Jesse  Warren  Spry, 
Senior  Warden;  Maurice  Everard  Morrison,  Junior  Warden;  and 
Claude  Stark,  Jesse  Franklin  Squibb,  Robert  Kelson  Patchell,  Gus- 
tavus  Kendall  E'stes,  William  James  Morrison,  Washington  Irving 
Covert,  William  Britton,  John  Clifford  Dowell,  John  Sutcliffe,  Joseph 
Marion  Miner,  Thomas  Waldie  Baird. 

June  20,  1916 — Alta  Vista  Lodge,  San  Francisco.  William  Clayton 
Elliott,  Master;  Harold  Yeager  Heckman,  Senior  Warden;  Harry 
Guthrie  Hansell,  Junior  Warden;  and  Leonardo  Money  Bussert,  Henry 
Cleveland  Linde,  James  Garfield  Marshall,  Don  Winslow  Hill,  Charles 
Edward  Lutz,  Charles  William  Stewart,  Herman  Weinberger,  Carl 
Raymond  Shaw,  Willard  Cullen  Johnson,  Kenneth  Kilgore  Thompson. 

July  12,  1916 — Center  Lodge,  Fresno.  Walter  Edward  Bonnett, 
Master;  Nelson  Dennis,  Senior  Warden;  Casper  Neilsen  Torp,  Junior 
Warden;  and  William  Richard  Wells,  Wilhelm  Emil  Richard  Schott- 
staedt,  James  E'rosmith  Dorwin  Harrison,  Robert  Hall  Ellithorpe,  Mar- 
tin Berry  Havner,  Edward  LeRoy  Hughes,  John  Foster  Davies,  Henry 
August  Momson,  Emory  Ratcliffe,  Goff  Norval  Nutwell,  David  Aman- 
uel  Shope,  William  Reynold  Groshell,  Herbert  Alanson  Sessions,  Ben- 
jamin Thomas  Norris,  Albert  Armenia  Brown,  John  Frank  Wagner, 
Clyde  Lafayette  Holcomb. 

The  records  of  the  proceedings  leading  to  the  consolidation  of 
Acacia  Lodge  No.  96  with  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26,  and  of  Yuba  Lodge 
No.  39  with  Corinthian  Lodge  No.  9,  are  presented  herewith. 

The  edition  of  Constitution  and  Ceremonies,  last  printed  in  April, 
1915,  was  entirely  sold  by  the  first  of  July,  and  authority  is  desired 
for  the  publication  of  at  least  one  thousand  copies  of  another  edition. 
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I  may  add  that  the  book  produces  a  small  margin  of  profit  to  Grand 
Lodge,  hence  any  moneys  paid  for  its  printing  will  be  more  than 
repaid  to  the  treasury. 

The  membership  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1915,  was  55,341, 
and  the  membership  as  reported  to  the  end  of  this  fiscal  year,  July  31, 
1916,  is  57,856,  a  net  gain  of  2,515  for  the  year.  The  gross  gain  was 
4,702,  and  by  suspensions,  deaths  and  withdrawals,  the  gross  loss  was 
2,228.  The  suspensions  alone  were  638,  and  the  restorations  only  126, 
and  I  repeat  my  remarks  of  a  year  ago,  that  "suspensions  are  not 
always  the  result  of  depressed  business  conditions,  but  that  in  many 
instances  the  members  in  arrears  might  be  kept  in  good  standing  and 
Masonic  usefulness  by  studied  effort  on  the  part  of  Masters  and  Sec- 
retaries. The  largest  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of 
more  than  nine  hundred,  lost  no  member  last  year  by  reason  of  sus- 
pension or  non-payment  of  dues  One  of  the  principal  com- 
mittees is  a  "  Committee  on  Delinquent  Members, ' '  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  committee  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  delinquency — with  the 
happy  result  that  if  a  member  be  in  destress,  his  dues  are  promptly 
remitted,  and  if  he  be  negligent,  he  is  shown  the  error  of  his  ways  and 
his  duty  to  his  fellows. ' '  This  particular  Lodge,  pursuing  its  usual 
splendid  committee  work  on  delinquents,  reports  the  loss  of  four 
members  only  this  year  by  suspension. 

The  following  table  shows  in  compact  form  the  gross  gains  and 
losses  for  the  five  years  last  past,  and  indicates  that  our  losses  by 
withdrawal,  suspension  and  death  are  nearly  half  the  gain: 


Year                         1912           1913           1914  1915  1916 

Initiated   3266           3198           3592  3234  3760 

Passed   3156           3137           3538  3239  3618 

Raised   3063           3132           3507  3257  3513 

Affiliated   1023            977           1223  1088  1063 

Restored                           91            113            133  146  126 

Withdrawn                       723            689            856  738  753 

Suspended  N.  P.  D....  474            491            532  742  638 

Suspended  or  expelled    25              15              16  20  23 

Died                               609            751          1012  811  814 

The  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  of  500  members  and  over  are  as 
follows: 

1915  1916 

Mission  No.  169   908  902 

South  Gate  No.  320   729  742 

Hollenbeck  No.-  319   727  810 
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1915  1916 

Live  Oak  No.  61   719  738 

Southern  California  No.  278   682  680 

Pacific  No.  136   669  675 

East  Gate  No.  290...!   656  706 

California  No.  1   573  583 

Oakland  No.  188   558  572 

West  Lake  No.  392   557  579 

Occidental  No.  22   548  581 

Fidelity  No.  120   546  561 

Golden  Gate  No.  30   538  548 

King  Solomon's  No.  260   511  513 

Doric  No.  216   476  503 

Los  Angeles  No.  42   490  517 

Sequoia  No.  349   499  543 


10,386  10,763 

The  Emergency  Belief  Fund  has  not  been  drawn  upon  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  accumulating  interest  as  shown  herewith: 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  report  1915  $8,241.29 

December  31,  1915,  interest    164.82 

June  30,  1916,  interest   168.12 


Amount  of  fund  $8,574.23 


Transcripts  of  trial  records  have  been  received  and  delivered  to 
the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  as  follows: 

Case  No.  163 — Retrial.  Member  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  370;  tried 
by  Alturas  Lodge  No.  248  and  suspended  December  17,  1915.  Appeal 
by  accused. 

Case  No.  188 — Suspended  by  Hesperian  Lodge  No.  264,  November 
1,  1915. 

Case  No.  189 — Suspended  by  Delano  Lodge  No.  309,  November  4, 
1915. 

Case  No.  190— Member  of  East  Gate  Lodge  No.  290;  tried  by 
Fairmount  Lodge  No.  435  and  acquitted.    Appeal  by  accuser. 

Case  No.  191 — Member  of  Tehachapi  Lodge  No.  313;  tried  by 
Bakersfield  Lodge  No.  224  and  suspended  November  4,  1915. 

Case  No.  192 — Suspended  by  Las  Palmas  Lodge  No.  366,  January 
20,  1916. 

Case  No.  193 — Louis  Abrams,  unaffiliated;  tried  by  Hawaiian 
Lodge  No.  21  and  expelled  February  7,  1916. 
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Case  No.  194 — Member  of  La  Parfaite  Union  Lodge  No.  17;  tried 
by  Park  Lodge  No.  449  and  expelled  March  1,  1916. 

Case  No.  195 — Expelled  by  Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21,  March  6, 
1916. 

Case  No.  179 — Ketrial.    Expelled  by  Moneta  Lodge  No.  405,  April 

6,  1916. 

Case  No.  196 — Expelled  by  Nicolaus  Lodge  No.  129,  March  17, 
1916. 

Case  No.  197 — Member  of  Mokelumne  Hill  Lodge  No.  298;  tried 
by  Amador  Lodge  No.  65  and  expelled  April  4,  1916. 

Case  No.  198 — Member  of  San  Diego  Lodge  No.  35;  tried  by 
Silver  Gate  Lodge  No.  296  and  expelled  April  7,  1916. 

Case  No.  199 — Expelled  by  South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320,  June  7, 
1916. 

Case  No.  200 — Expelled  by  La  Mesa  Lodge  No.  407,  July  3,  1916. 

Case  No.  201— Expelled  by  Blackmer  Lodge  No.  442,  July  3,  1916. 

Case  No.  202 — Member  of  Oak  Grove  Lodge  No.  215;  tried  by 
Golden  West  Lodge  No.  455  and  suspended  August  1,  1916. 

Case  No.  203— Expelled  by  Starr  King  Lodge  No.  344,  May  3, 
1916.    Appeal  by  accused. 

Case  No.  204 — Master  of  a  Lodge,  tried  by  a  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master  and  deprived  of  office  August  19,  1916. 

Case  No.  205— Expelled  by  Salinas  Lodge  No.  204,  July  21,  1916. 

Case  No.  206 — Member  of  West  Lake  Lodge  No.  392;  tried  by 
Arlington  Lodge  No.  414  and  acquitted  August  7,  1916.  Appeal  by 
accuser. 

Case  No.  207 — Expelled  by  Friendship  Lodge  No.  210,  September 

7,  1916. 

Case  No.  208 — Reprimand  by  West  Lake  Lodge  No.  329,  May  1, 
1916.    Appeal  by  accuser. 

Case  No.  209 — Suspended  by  Fullerton  Lodge  No.  339,  April  1, 
1916. 

Case  No.  151 — Expelled  by  Crescent  Lodge  No.  45,  March  2,  1914. 
Petition  for  restoration. 

Case  No.  210— Expelled  by  Palos  Verdes  Lodge  No.  389,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1916. 

Case  No.  211 — Reprimand  by  Live  Oak  No.  61.    Appeal  by  accuser. 

The  following  proposed  amendments  to  by-laws  have  been  approved 
by  the  Grand  Master: 
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Changing  time  of  stated  meetings:  Corinthian  No.  9;  Santa  Cruz 
No.  38;  Vitruvius  No.  145;  Lassen  No.  149;  San  Simeon  No.  196; 
Anaheim  No.  207;  Downey  No.  220;  Magnolia  No.  242;  Lodi  No.  256; 
Gait  No.  267;  Selma  No.  277;  Mount  Shasta  No.  281;  San  Miguel  No. 
285;  San  Fernando  No.  343;  Dinuba  No.  385;  Germania  No.  438; 
Blaekmer  No.  442;  Torrance  No.  447;  Van  Nuys  No,  450;  San  Pasquel 
No.  452;  Eamona  No.  457;  Henry  S.  Orme  No.  458. 

Increasing  fees  for  degrees:  lone  No.  180;  Naval  No.  87;  Dry- 
town  No.  174;  Mendocino  No.  179;  Monterey  No.  217;  Solano  No.  229; 
Wiliits  No.  365;  Gardena  No.  372;  Fillmore  No.  379;  Dinuba  No.  385. 

Increasing  dues:  Eureka  No.  16;  Meridian  No.  182;  Hartley  No. 
199;  Monterey  No.  217;  Santa  Monica  No.  307;  Delano  No.  309; 
Oxnard  No.  341;  Brentwood  No.  345;  Sequoia  No.  349;  South  Pasadena 
No.  367;  West  Lake  No.  392;  University  No.  394;  La  Mesa  No.  407; 
Elysian  No.  418;. 

Decreasing  fees  for  degrees:  Pentalpha  No.  202;  King  Solomon's 
No.  260;  Richmond  No.  375;  West  Lake  No.  392;  Burlingame  No.  400; 
San  Pasqual  No.  452. 

Decreasing  dues:    Standard  No.  440. 

Increasing  affiliation  fee:    Porterville  No.  303. 

Decreasing  affiliation  fee:    Moneta  No.  405. 

Abolishing  affiliation  fee:  Dinuba  No.  385;  Silver  Trowel  No. 
415;  Coronado  No.  441. 

Wilshire  Lodge  No.  445  proposed  to  increase  fees  for  degrees  and 
for  dues  to  take  effect  at  an  indefinite  date,  and  the  proposition  was 
disapproved  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Special  dispensations  for  various  purposes  have  been  issued  by 
order  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  follows: 

To  elect  officers  at  a  time  other  than  that  fixed  by  the  by-laws: 
Keystone  No.  161;  Sierra  Valley  No.  184;  Ferndale  No.  193;  Covelo 
No.  231;  Bodie  No.  252;  Lompoc  No.  262;  Sisson  No.  310;  Alta  No. 
333,  And  the  following  without  fee,  by  reason  of  resignation  of  of- 
ficers: St.  Helena  No,  93;  Areata  No.  106;  Keith  No,  187;  Orland  No. 
265;  Ashlar  No.  306;  Alhambra  No.  322;  Long  Beach  No.  327;  Scho- 
field  No.  443;  Bethlehem  No.  453;  Park  No.  449;  Riverbank  No.  459, 

To  reballot:  La  Parfaite  Union  No.  17;  Janesville  No.  232; 
Orange  Grove  No.  293;  Palestine  No.  351;  Highland  Park  No.  382; 
West  Lake  No.  392;  Burlingame  No.  400;  Bay  View  No.  401;  Alpha 
No.  431;  Henry  S.  Orme  No.  458. 

To  receive  and  act  upon  petition  without  reference  to  committee: 
Oak  Grove  No.  215. 
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To  receive  petition  from  member  of  U.  S.  Army:  Pacific  No.  136; 
Pentalpha  No.  202;  Silver  Gate  No.  296;  Long  Beach  No.  327;  Scho- 
field  No.  443. 

Resolutions  creating  life  memberships  have  been  adopted  and 
approved  by  the  Grand  Master,  as  follows:  Fidelity  No.  120,  $200.00; 
King  David's  No.  209,  $200.00;  Sequoia  No.  349,  $150.00;  Veteran  No. 
373,  $100.00;  West  Lake  No.  392,  $200.00;  Elysian  No.  418,  $125.00; 
Golden  West  No.  455,  $150.00. 

Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371  desires  to  have  its  old  name  restored, 
to-wit.  Lodge  le  Progres  de  I'Oceanie.  The  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Lodge  praying  for  the  change  is  presented  herewith. 

A  goodly  number  of  books  were  received  for  the  library  during 
the  year,  presented  largely  because  of  the  active  work  of  the  Library 
Committee,  and  particularly  through  the  efforts  of  the  Chairman  of 
that  Committee,  Brother  Henry  M.  Owens.  Following  is  a  list  of  the 
books  contributed  and  the  names  of  donors: 

By  Henry  M.  Owens:  Modern  Eloquence,  15  volumes;  Guy  De 
Maupassant,  17  volumes;  National  Portrait  Gallery  of  Eminent  Amer- 
icans, 2  volumes;  Life  of  Lincoln  (Tarbell),  4  volumes;  The  World's 
History  and  Its  Makers,  10  volumes;  Irish  Literature,  10  volumes; 
Manuscripts,  being  copies  from  the  collection  in  the  British  Museum; 
History  of  Joseph  Warren  Lodge;  Thomas  Starr  King  in  Verse; 
Library  of  Oratory,  15  volumes;  The  Craftsman,  and  Freemason's 
Guide  (Moore);  Cyclopedia  of  Freemasonry  (Mecoy) ;  Thomas  Smith 
Webb's  Freemason's  Monitor;  Low  Twelve  (Edward  S.  Ellis);  Jewels 
of  Masonic  Oratory  (L.  S.  Myler) ;  Story  of  the  World 's  Worship 
(Dobbins);  Memoirs  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  (John  S.  Memes),  3 
volumes;  History  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  (Stuckenberg) ;  Lives 
and  Graves  of  Our  Presidents;  Half  Hours  with  the  Best  Authors; 
The  Poems  of  Schiller;  Manual  of  Forensic  Quotations;  The  Poems 
of  Alfred  Tennyson;  The  Gospel  of  Buddha;  a  lot  of  miscellaneous 
books  and  magazines. 

,By  Louis  Muller:  Fifty  Years  of  Masonry  (Sherman),  2  volumes; 
and  other  books. 

By  Henry  G.  Lewson:  Works  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  5  volumes; 
Studies  in  the  Scriptures;  and  other  books. 

By  William  A.  Burdick:  History  of  America;  Life  and  Letters 
of  Admiral  Dewey;  Personal  Memoirs  of  U.  S.  Grant;  Life  and  State 
Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln;  and  other  books. 

By  William  P.  Filmer:  History  of  Freemasonry  in  Maryland,  4 
volumes. 
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By  Jesse  M.  Whited:    History  of  California  Lodge  No.  1. 
By  Albert  Ihm:     Life  and  Times  of  George  Washington;  and 
other  books, 

G.  F.  Sand:  Eubaiyat  of  Omar  Khayyam;  and  miscellaneous 
works. 

Otto  L.  Sues:    Makers  of  History  (John  S.  C.  Abbott)  32  volumes. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Crocker:    Framed  Portrait  of  George  Washing- 
ton as  a  Mason. 

James  H.  Duncan:    Twelve  books. 

Frank  G.  Watson:    Political  Thought  of  Plato  and  Aristotle. 
John  Fischer:    A  Brief  History  of  Scottish  Eite  Masonry  (Edwin 
A.  Sherman);  History  of  Freemasonry  (Stillson  and  Hughan). 
J.  C.  Warren:    Nineteen  miscellaneous  books. 
Joseph  Rosenberg:    Five  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works. 
Thomas  Nixon:    Nine  miscellaneous  books. 

The  Library  Committee  also  added  by  purchase  Gould 's  History 
of  Freemasonry,  5  volumes. 

We  have  also  been  remembered  by  Brother  John  C.  Coleman,  the 
oldest  member  of  Grand  Lodge,  who  presented  a  bronze  bust  of  the 
late  Edward  Coleman. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  in  1915  the  following  resolution 
was  presented  by  the  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Eelief,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  which  Committee  reported  back  recom- 
mending that  it  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, to  be  reported  at  the  Annual  Communication  in  1916: 

''Whereas,  the  Boards  of  Eelief  are  frequently  called  upon  to 
give  aid  to  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason,  living  or  deceased;  and 

''Whereas,  many  of  such  calls  are  from  and  in  behalf  of  such 
daughters  who  have  passed  the  age  of  majority,  and  from  and  in 
behalf  of  daughters  who  have  been  or  are  married;  therefore  be  it 

"Eesolved,  that  the  term  'orphan'  is  construed  to  include  both 
male  and  female  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  that  the 
claim  to  Masonic  aid  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  cease  as  a 
matter  of  right,  and  that  aid  vouchsafed  to  such  orphans  after  they 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  be  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Masonic  bodies  dispensing  charity. 

"Eesolved,  that  section  163i,  now  reading  'That  the  daughter  of 
a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  whether  of  tender  or  mature  years, 
is  entitled  to  relief,'  be  amended  to  read: 
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' '  '  That  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  is  entitled  to  relief  as  a  matter  of  right, 
but  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason  who  has  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  shall  not  as  a  matter  of  right  be  entitled  to  aid,  but 
may  receive  aid  at  the  discretion  of  the  dispensing  body.'  " 

During  the  year,  ending  July  31,  1916,  I  have  drawn  against  the 


Grand  Treasurer  as  follows: 
Warrant 
No. 

1.  H.  S.  Crocker  Co.,  4  roller  shelves  $  8.00 

2.  Board  of  Eelief  of  San  Diego,  order  of  Grand  Master.  .  500.00 

3.  John  Whicher,  salary,  August,  1915   300.00 

4.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  August,  1915   250.00 

5.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  August,  1915   150.00 

6.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  September,  1915....  150.00 

7.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge....  25.00 

8.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

9.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  co.,  rent,  August,  1915   9.30 

10.  Schwabacher  Frey  Co.,  1  ream  typewriting  paper   1.60 

11.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  500  large   2c   envelopes,  12.75; 

1000  small  2c  envelopes,  $24.00   36.75 

12.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  rent,  June  to  September,  1915.  2.25 

13.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  July  31  to  August  19,  1915   117.15 

14.  E.  H.  Hart,  Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence..  200.00 

15.  John  Whicher,  salary,  September,  1915   300.00 

16.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  September,  1915   250.00 

17.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  September,  1915   150.00 

18.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  October,  1915   150.00 

19.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge....  25.00 

20.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

21.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co.,  twine,  penholders,  ink,  pens,  etc.  8.17 

22.  W.  N.  Brunt,  56,000  endowment  fund  circulars   130.00 

23.  John  Whicher,  postage,  mailing  endowment  fund  cir- 

culars,   $41.00;    expressage,    $2.25;  addressograph 

frames,  $  .50    43.75 

24.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  September,  1915..   9.90 

25.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  2,190  cards  (Credential  Committee)  11.00 

26.  Geo.  R.  Armstrong,  16,500  receipts  for  dues,  $61.05;  500 

Life  Membership  receipts,  $4.00   65.05 

27.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  August  26  to  September  24,  1915  101.60 

28.  John  H.  McGehee,  Pay  Eoll,  1915   9,389.90 

29.  Board  of  Relief,  San  Francisco,  appropriation  by  Grand 

Lodge    2,635.48 

30.  Board  of  Relief,  Los  Angeles   7,500.00 
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31.  Board  of  Belief,  San  Diego   1,500.00 

32.  Board  of  Relief,  Oakland    210.00 

33.  Albert  G.  Burnett,  contingent  expenses  of  Grand  Master  1,200.00 

34.  Samuel  D.  Mayer,  salary  as  Grand  Organist   60.00 

35.  Geo.  P.  Adams,  salary  as  Grand  Tyler   125.00 

36.  Masonic   Temple   Association,   rent   of  hall  (Annual 

Communication)    150.00 

37.  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  306,  reimbursement  account  overpay- 

ment Grand  Lodge  dues   2.45 

38.  Eeading  Lodge  No.  254,  reimbursement  account  Blue 

Ridge  Lodge  No.  411   50.00 

39.  Oak  Grove  No.  215,  reimbursement  account  Mrs.  L. 

Lyon    95.00 

40.  Masonic  Building  Association  of  El  Centre,  -loan  ac- 

count damage  to  building   5,000.00 

41.  King  David's  No.  209,  reimbursement  account  brother 

of  Connecticut    450.00 

42.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  purchase  of  4,000  shares 

of  stock    40,000.00 

43.  San  Mateo  No.  226,  reimbursement  account  brother 

of  Mexico    164.95 

44.  S.  H.  CroW;  balance  milage  last  session   10.00 

45.  Enterprise  Paper  Co.,  6  boxes  for  aprons   3.00 

46.  J.  S.  Godeau,  2  dozen  gloves   3.80 

47.  Shreve  &  Co.,  silver  service  for  retiring  Grand  Master  300.00 

48.  John  Whicher,  salary,  October,  1915   300.00 

49.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  October,  1915   250.00 

50.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  October,  1915   175.00 

51.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  November,  1915 ....  150.00 

52.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

53.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

54.  H.  F.  Wright,  Assistant  to  Grand  Tyler   15.00 

55.  A.  L.  Auradou,  engrossing  7  Charters   7.00 

56.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  1500  programs  Grand  Lodge   14.50 

57.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  October,  1915   8.61 

58.  E.  C.  Hughes  Co.,  3000  letterheads   27.75 

59.  S.  D,  Mayer,  choir  at  opening  Grand  Lodge   20.00 

60.  Remington  Typewriter  Co.,  adjusting  machine   .85 

61.  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  attention  to  machine.  4.00 

62.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  2000  Temple  reports   16.00 

63.  A.  A.  Brown,  stenographer  to  committees   24.00 

64.  Mrs.  Herndon,  typing  for  special  committee   3.00 

65.  John  Whicher,  postage  account  mailing  Temple  report, 

$10.78;  sundries,  $5.31    15.09 

66.  Mrs.  M.  Tower,  washing  aprons  and  gloves   40.60 
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67.  John  Whicher,  salary,  November,  1915   300.00 

68.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  November,  1915   250.00 

69.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  November,  1915   175.00 

70.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  December,  1915....  150.00 

71.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge....  25.00 

72.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

73.  John    Whicher,    stamped    envelopes    for  Inspectors, 

$73.50;  sundries,  $6.81    80.31 

74.  E.  S.  Berkeley,  Gould's  History  of  Freemasonry   36.00 

75.  Eoyal  Indemnity  Co.,  premium  bonds  Grand  Treasurer 

and  Secretary    62.50 

76.  Kabjohn  &  Morcan,  frame.....   2.00 

77.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  co.,  rent,  November,  1915   11.97 

78.  E.  C.  Hughes  Co.,  5000  Inspector's  letterheads   17.50 

79.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  1500  amendments  to  Constitu- 

tion, $12.50;  500  copies  summary  proceedings  Grand 
Lodge,  $6.50;  600  circulars  (examination  questions 

and  answers),  $11.25   30.25 

80.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  September  25  to  November  24, 

1915    133.40 

81..  John  Whicher,  salary,  December,  1915   300.00 

82.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  December,  1915   250.00 

83.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  December,  1915   175.00 

84.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  January,  1916   150.00 

85.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge....  25.00 

86.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

87.  Geo.  E.  Armstrong,  13,000  Eeceipts  for  dues,  $48.10; 

200  Life  Membership  Eeceipts,  $6.00   54.10 

88.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  rent,  September  to  December, 

1915    2.25 

89.  T.  J,  Baker,  expenses,  November  26  to  December  23, 

1915    39.20 

90.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  December,  1915   8.10 

91.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co.,  paste,  rubber  bands,  twine,  etc  5.10 

92.  J.  M.  Anderson  Co.,  700  2c  envelopes  (Grand  Master) .  .  19.75 

93.  Alhambra  Water  Co.,  water,  annual  session   4.00 

94.  F.  W.  Wentworth  Co.,  5000  cards  (index  system)   13.75 

95.  Wells  Fargo  &  Co.,  sundry  shipments   1.83 

96.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  wrapping  paper,  $1.25;  5000  copies 

address  of  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Orator,  $172.00; 
1000  small  2c  envelopes,  $25.00;  1500  large  2c  en- 
velopes,  $38.25;  2000  address  labels,  $4.00;  1300 
copies  proceedings,  $1,241.80;  700  clasp  envelopes, 
$9.25;  400  lists  of  rejections,  $10.00;  1000  mileage 

tags,  $4.00;  400  lists  of  rejections,  $14.00   1,525.55 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA  43 

97.  Orrin  S.  Henderson,  order  of  Grand  Master   256.00 

98.  Oakland  Board  of  Relief,  account  Mrs.  R.  H.  Taylor.  .  160.00 

99.  John  Whicher,  salary,  January,  1916   300.00 

100.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  January,  1916   250.00 

101.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  January,  1916   175.00 

102.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  February,  1916....  150.00 

103.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

104.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

105.  H.  S.  Crocker  Co.,  6  book  case  units,  top  and  base, 

$34.00;  56  addressograph  plates  and  cards,  $1.96.  .  .  .  35,96 

106.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  1000  Monitors,  $120.00;  400  lists 

of  rejections,  $16.00   136.00 

107.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  1000  Price  Lists   4.50 

108.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  January,  1916   8.72 

109.  Mrs.  M.  Tower,  cleaning  curtains   1.00 

110.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  $31,00;  sundries,  $1.76  32.76 

111.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  December  26  to  January  25, 

1916    97.50 

112.  Wells  Fargo  &  Co.,  shipping  Grand  Oration,  $73.67; 

shipping  Proceedings,  $132.96   206.36 

113.  John  Whicher,  salary,  February,  1916   300.00 

114.  T,  J,  Baker,  salary,  February,  1916   250.00 

115.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  February,  1916   175.00 

116.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  March,  1916   150.00 

117.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

118.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

119.  Geo.  P.  Caldwell,  75  volumes  Proceedings  (1914  and 

1915)   bound  in  leather,  $135.00;  sundry  binding, 

$130.00   265,00 

120.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  February,  1916   9.99 

121.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  600  Rosters  of  Officers,  $173.75; 

500  envelopes,  $3.00;  500  large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75  189.50 

122.  Wells  Fargo  Co.,  sundry  shipments   .96 

123.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  January  26  to  February  23,  1916  116,90 

124.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  account  mailing  Roster, 

$16.50;  sundries,  $  .55   17.05 

125.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  rent  December  to  March   2.25 

126.  John  Whicher,  salary,  March,  1916   300.00 

127.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  March,  1916   250.00 

128.  H,  S,  Johnson,  salary,  March,  1916   175.00 

129.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  April,  1916   150.00 

130.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

131.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

132.  Pacific  T,  &  T,  Co,,  rent,  February,  1916   8,16 
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133.  Geo.  E.  Armstrong,  19,500  Eeceipts  for-  dues,  $72.15; 

100  Life  Membership  receipts,  $3.00   75.15 

134.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  February  24  to  March  23,  1916.  .  112.60 

135.  Wm.  E.  Hervey,  account  Eshleman  funeral   57.30 

136.  John  Whicher,  telegrams,  expressage,  etc   7.16 

137.  H.  S.  Johnson,  postage  stamps,  account  mailing  endow- 

ment circular    35.55 

138.  John  Whicher,  salary,  April,  1916   300.00 

139.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  April,  1916    250.00 

140.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  April,  1916   175.00 

141.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent.  May,  1916   150.00 

142.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

143.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

144.  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  rent  safe  deposit  box  1  year.  . .  .  10.00 

145.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  400  lists  of  rejections,  $16.00;  500 

large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75;  500  small  2c  envelopes, 

$12.50;  500  bill  heads,  $4.00   45.25 

146.  Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Co.,  attention  to  machine.  .  4.00 

147.  Irving  &  Jachens,  signature  stamps,  ink  and  pad   2.30 

148.  Eemington  Typewriter  Co.,  4  ribbons   3.00 

149.  Walter  N.  Brunt,  56,000  endowment  circulars   165.00 

150.  Pantagraph  Printing  and  Stationery  Co.,  400  Lists  of 

Lodges    173.61 

151.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  500  2c  envelopes  (Grand  Lecturer)  12.50 

152.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  March,  1916   7.54 

153.  John  Whicher,  expressage,  $3.10;  twine,  $  .80   3.90 

154.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  April  2  to  April  27   78.90 

155.  John  Whicher,  salary.  May,  1916   300.00 

156.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  May,  1916   250.00 

157.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  May,  1916   175.00 

158.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  June,  1916   150.00 

159.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

160.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

161.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  $8.26;  telegrams,  $1.92; 

photo  Grand  Lodge  at  Covina,  $1.00   11.18 

162.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  April  29  to  May  25,  1916   77.25 

163.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  April,  1916   8.51 

164.  Neal  Publishing  Co.,  500  circulars  re  Lodges  U.  D   4.75 

165.  W.  N.  Brunt,  2000  folders  cornerstone  Covina  Home..  43.25 

166.  Star  Towel  Supply  Co.,  rent,  March  to  June   2.25 

167.  Irvine  &  Jachens,  brass  plate,  account  cornerstone 

Covina  Home    1.00 

168.  E.  C.  Hughes  Co.,  2000  letterheads  (Grand  Secretary) . .  18.50 

169.  Geo.  E.  Armstrong,  2000  second  sheets,  $3.50;  500  receipt 

holders,  $115.00    118.50 
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170.  Kingsley,  Mason  &  Collins,  1000  folders,  account  cor- 

nerstone Covina  Home   17.50 

171.  Geo.  P.  Adams,  expenses  attending  cornerstone  laying 

Sacramento    5.00 

172.  F.   C.  Prescott,   sundry   expenses   cornerstone  laying 

Covina  Home    12.95 

173.  John  Whicher,  salary,  June,  1916   300.00 

174.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  June,  1916   250.00 

175.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  June,  1916   175.00 

176.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  July,  1916   150.00 

177.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

178.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

179.  Geo.  E.  Armstrong,  15,000  Receipts  for  dues,  $55.50; 

.  100  Life  Membership  receipts,  $3.00   58.50 

180.  Samuel  D.  Mayer,  choir  at  funeral  of  Wm.  A.  Davies.  .  25.00 

181.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.,  rent,  May,  1916   9.17 

182.  H.  S.  Crocker  Co.,  City  Directory,  1916   7.50 

183.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  1000  Monitors,  $120.00;  500  clasp 

envelopes,  $6.00;  425  list  of  rejections,  $16.50;  500 

special  dispensation  blanks,  $6.00   148.50 

184.  Schmidt  Lithograph  Co.,  650  small  diplomas,  $85.00; 

303  large  diplomas,  $263.55   348.55 

185.  John  Whicher,  Wells  Fargo,  $2.89;  12  addressograph 

plates,  $  .24   3.13 

186.  T.  J.  Baker,  expenses,  May  26  to  June  22,  1916              .  93.30 

187.  Purcell  Brothers,  the  five  orders  of  architecture   50.00 

188.  Podesta  &  Baldocchi,  floral  piece  funeral  Wm.  A.  Davies  15.00 

189.  Wm.  P.  Filmer,  salary  as  Grand  Treasurer   200.00 

190.  John  Whicher,  salary,  July,  1916   300.00 

191.  T.  J.  Baker,  salary,  July,  1916.   250.00 

192.  H.  S.  Johnson,  salary,  July,  1916   175.00 

193.  Masonic  Temple  Association,  rent,  August,  1916   150.00 

194.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  appropriation  by  Grand  Lodge   25.00 

195.  Jack  Heitman,  order  of  Grand  Master   25.00 

196.  Schwabacher-Frey  Co.,  1  ream  T.  W.  paper,  $1.95;  1000 

sheets  paper,  $4.00;  12  tabs,  $1.50;  1  pair  shears,  $1.50  8.95 

197.  T,  J.  Baker,  expenses,  June  22  to  July  28,  1916   97.10 

198.  John  Whicher,  postage  stamps,  $45.07;  Wells  Fargo, 

$  .67;  advertising,  $1.70   47.44 

199.  Shannon-Conmy  Co.,  800  envelopes  (annual  returns), 

$8.75;  1000  small  2c  envelopes,  $25.00;  800  annual 
return  blanks,  $92.50;  500  large  2c  envelopes,  $12.75; 

425  lists  of  rejections,  $20.00   159.00 

200.  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co   .75 

Total  $87,321.23 
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The  Grand  Secretary  in  account  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cal- 
ifornia for  the  fiscal  year  ending,  July  31,  1916. 


Dues  from  subordinate  Lodges  $  59,393.00 

Fees  for  Charters  (7)   350.00 

Dispensations  to  form  new  Lodges   525.00 

Special  dispensations  for  various  purposes   420.00 

Pay  Roll,  balance  not  paid  Representatives   1,335.50 

Sales  for  the  year — 

Monitors    519.25 

Constitutions  and  Ceremonies   636.00 

Receipts  for  dues   324.50 

Receipt  Holders   58.60 

Proceedings    7.00 

Lists  of  Regular  Lodges   4.50 

Diplomas    (large)   250.00 

Diplomas   (small)   115.50 


Total  Receipts  General  Fund   $63,938.85 

Total  Receipts  Home  Maintenance  Fund   55,341.00 

Total  Receipts  Home  Building  Fund   27,670.50 


Amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $146,950.35 


All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per  receipts 
on  file  in  this  office,  and  as  should  be  shown  by  his  report. 

Interest  on  bonds  and  deposits  has  been  collected  by  the  Grand 


Treasurer  as  follows: 

Interest  on  deposits  with  banks  $1,241.93 

Seven  Blue  Lake  Water  Co.  6%  bonds   420.00 

Six  Southern  Pacific  4%  refunding  bonds   240.00 

Nine  California  Gas  &  Electric  5%  bonds   450.00 

Eight  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  5%  bonds   400.00 

Two  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  5%  bonds   100.00 

Collection  on  El  Centro  Bldg.  Ass'n  Note   546.25  $3,,398.18 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  year 

ending  July  31,  1916.  $150,348.53 

RECAPITULATION — GENERAL  FUND 

Balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  July  31,  1915   $44,174.69 

Receipts  by  Grand  Secretary   63,938.85 

Interest  on  bonds  and  deposits   3,398.18 


Total   $111,511.72 

Less  Warrants  Nos.  1  to  200   87,321.23 


Balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  July  31,  1916 


$24,190.49 
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For  the  current  fiscal  year  August  1,  1916,  to  October  4,  1916, 
inclusive,  I  have  collected  and  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  the  sum  of 
$149,615.85  segregated  as  follows: 

Home  Maintenance  Fund...   $57,856.00 

Home  Building  Fund   28,928.00 

General   Fund   54,293.25 

Eepresentative  Fund   8,538.60 


A  total  of  $149,615.85 


JOHN  WHICHER, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee  as  that  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  appointment  of  the 
following  Committees : 

On  Charters:  Frank  W.  Hosmer,  Alfred  W.  Bush,  William  Kay, 
Percy  Bascom,  Merwin  J,  Neuburg. 

On  By-Laws:  Benjamin  B.  Tuttle,  Eichard  L.  Hammer,  V,  W. 
Ash,  Harry  E.  Burke,  A.  S.  Halliday. 

On  motion  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  telegram  to  our  oldest  Past 
Grand  Master,  George  C.  Perkins,  expressing  the  regret  of 
Grand  Lodge  at  his  absence,  and  conveying  the  love  of  his 
brethren.  The  motion  was  carried  by  unanimous  vote.  The 
Grand  Secretary  thereupon  sent  to  Brother  Perkins  the  fol- 
lowing message : 

Grand  Lodge  in  Annual  Communication  sends  regrets  at  your  ab- 
sence, with  renewed  assurances  of  fraternal  love  and  thankfulness  that 
you  are  yet  spared  to  us. 

Later  the  following  response  was  received: 
I  gratefully  appreciate  the  kind  expression  of  fraternal  sympathy 
expressed  by  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge,  and  return  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  each  member  of  the  Association.  I  exceedingly  regret  that  ill  health 
deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  all  on  this  auspicious 
occasion.  It  is,  however,  very  gratifying  to  me  to  note  the  progress  of 
our  beloved  Order  in  this  jurisdiction,  knowing  its  influence  in  every 
community  where  Lodges  are  established  is  an  incentive  for  every  good 
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citizen  to  strive  conscientiously  to  perform  his  religious  and  civic  duties 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people.    May  the  mission  of  our  gracious  Order 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 


Afternoon  Session. 

Tuesday,  October  10,  1916. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  2  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  as 
follows : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

I  herewith  present  my  annual  report  as  Grand  Treasurer  for  the 
year  ending  July  31st,  1916. 


GENERAL  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  cash  on  hand  August  1st,  1915 
Received  from  Grand  Secretary  ...... 

Received  from  interest  on  bonds  

Received  from  El  Centro  collections  . . 
Received  from  interest  from  banks .... 


$63,938.85 
1,610.00 
546.25 
1,241.93 


$  44,417.69 


67,337.03 


$111,511.72 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Checks  Nos.  1  to  200 


87,321.23 


Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916 

Union  Trust  Co  

German  Savings  &  Loan  Society.  .  . 


2,963.79 
21,226.70 


$  24,190.49 


$24,190.49 
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Receipts  from  interest  on  bonds — 

Blue  Lakes  Water  Co   420.00 

California  Gas  &  Electric  Co   450.00 

Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Co   240.00 

Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co   400.00 

Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  Co   100.00 


$1,610.00 

ASSETS. 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916  $  24,190.49 

7—  6%  Blue  Lakes  Water  Co.  bonds   7,700.00 

6 — 4%  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  bonds   5,580.00 

9—5%  California  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  bonds   8,550.00 

8—  5%  Pacific  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.  bonds  8,000.00 

2—5%  Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric  bonds   1,860.00  31,690.00 


31,500  shares  Masonic  Temple  Association   315,000.00 


Total  assets  $370,880.49 


The  Grand  Treasurer  also  reports  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
notes  of  the  Temple  Association  of  El  Centro  and  those  of  individual 
members  of  El  Centro  Lodge  given  to  secure  the  loan  of  $5,000.00  by  the 
Grand  and  also  reports  collections  on  these  notes  of  $546.25. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  p.  Filmer, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

MASONIC  HOMES  GENERAL  FUND  TO  JULY  31,  1916. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  July  31,  1915.  .$22,155.81 


Less  balance  Building  Fund  included  in  above. . . .  16,631.80 

Balance  General  Fund   $  5,524.01 

Received  from  per  capita  tax  for  year  1915   55,341.00 

Received  from  Secretary  Masonic  Homes   6,825.54 

Received  interest  on  bank  deposits   1,099.37 

Total  receipts  for  year   63,265.91 

Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915.  . .  .  $68,789.92 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  Endowment  Fund   231.04 

Paid  Trustees    64,692.22  64,923.26 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916   $  3,866.66 
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MASONIC  HOMES  BUILDING  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  ou  haiul  July  31,  1915  $16,631.80 

Eeceived  per  capita  tax  for  1915   27^779.50 

Received  interest  on  bank  deposits   613.20 


Total  receipts  for  year   28,392.70 


Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915   45,024.50 

Expenditures. 

Warrants  paid    44,807.73 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916   216.72 


Total  balance    4,083.38 

Bank  Balances — 

Humboldt  Savings  Bank   1,179.66 

Los  Angeles  Bank  and  Trust  Co   997.06 

Savings  Union  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  No.  1   338.04 

Savings  Union  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  No.  2   1,568.62 


Total  $  4,083.38 

Grand  Treasurer's  balance  in  Los  Angeles  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  is 
$897.06,  there  being  $100.00  deposit  in  said  bank  which  has  not  been 
transferred  to  his  account. 

MASONIC  HOME  ENDOWMENT  FUND  TO  JULY  31,  1916. 
receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1915  $  2,143.70 

Eeceived  interest  on  bank  deposits  $  87.90 

Received  from  various  sources   21,409.75 

Received  from  bonds  redeemed   1,000.00 

Received  interest  on  bonds   2,701.02 

City  of  Santa  Barbaraa  $904.54 

Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   250.00 

City  of  San  Diego   87.73 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  .  100.00 

City  of  Richmond   250.00 

County  of  Orange   250.00 

Hetch  Hetchy    540.00 

City  of  Uplands   93.75 

City  of  Ashland   225.00 


Total  receipts   $25,198.67 


Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  last  report  $27,342.37 
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Paid  for  City  of  Upland  bonds  $  3,619.14 

Paid  for  Hetch  Hetchy  bonds   12,249.00 

Paid  for  City  of  Ashland  bonds   2,673.15  18,541.29 


Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916  (Humboldt  Sav.  Bk.)  $  8,801.08 

ASSETS. 

Balance  on  hand  $  8,801.08 

21  41/2%  City  of  Santa  Barbara  bonds  @  $537.50.  .$11,287.50 
7  41/2%  City  of  Santa  Barbara  bonds  @  $1,000.00  7,000.00 

1  41/2%  City  of  San  Diego  bonds  @  $975.00   975.00 

5  5%  Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  bonds  @  $1,000.00.  . .  5^000.00 

2  5%  City  and  County  of  S.  F.  bonds  @  $1,000.00  2,000.00 

5  5%  City  of  Eichmond  bonds  @  $1,000.00   5,000.00 

5  5%  City  of  Uplands  bonds  @  $625.00   3,125.00 

12  5%  Hetch  Hetchy  bonds  @  $1,000.00   12,000.00 

9  5%  City  of  Ashland  bonds  @  $1,000.00   9,000.00 

 ■  55,387.50 


Total  assets  July  31,  1916  $64,188.58 

MASONIC  HOMES  ''SPECIAL  HOME  FUND"  TO  JULY  31,  1916. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  interest  from  bank  $  2.50 

Received  interest  on  bonds   525.00 

California  Gas  and  Electric  Co  $250.00 

Pacific  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co   275.00  

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916  (Sav.  U.  B.  &  T.  Co.)  $527.50 

ASSETS. 

Balance  on  hand  $  527.50 

10  5%  Cal.  G.  &  E.  Co.  bonds  at  @  $1,000.00  $10,000.00 

11  5%  Pacific  T.  &  T.  Co.  bonds  @  $1,000.00   11,000.00  21,000.00 

Total  assets  July  31,  1916  $21,527.50 

The  Grand  Treasurer  also  reports  that  since  the  Commencement  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  he  has  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  from  August  1st  to  September  30th,  1916: 

Home  Maintenance  Fund   $47,937.00 

Home  Building  Fund    23,968.50 


Total  $71,905.50 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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Brother  W.  W.  Allen  presented  a  claim  of  certain  brethren 
against  Crocker  Lodge  No.  454,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Grievances. 


The  Trustees  of  the  IMasonic  Homes  presented  their  An- 
nual Report,  and  inasmuch  as  printed  copies  were  in  the  hands 
of  Representatives  present,  the  reading  thereof  was  omitted 
and  consideration  of  the  Report  was  made  special  order  for 
11  o'clock  Wednesday  morning.    The  Report  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  herewith 
submits  for  your  consideration  and  approval  its  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1916. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  reappointed  William  S.  Wells, 
vice  self,  term  expired,  and  the  Board  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the 
office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  on  October  16,  1915,  electing  William  S. 
Wells  President,  Motley  H.  Flint  Vice  President,  and  Elmer  E.  Stone 
Secretary.  During  the  year  the  Board  has  held  its  regular  and  special 
meetings  at  both  Decoto  and  Covina. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  is  submitted  herewith,  made  a  part  of 
this  report,  and  referred  to  for  more  particular  information  regarding 
the  condition  of  both  Homes. 

DECOTO  HOME. 

The  new  dormitory,  of  fireproof  concrete  construction,  which  was  in- 
spected by  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  was  regu- 
larly opened  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  that  Body.  All  appli- 
cations for  admission  have  received  prompt  attention,  and  at  present  all 
rooms  are  occupied,  with  the  exception  of  five  rooms  in  Siminoff  Temple, 
four  rooms  in  the  cottages  for  men,  and  seven  rooms  for  women  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  main  building.  All  rooms  in  the  new  dormitory 
are  filled. 

The  general  affairs  of  the  Decoto  Home  have  moved  along  with 
gratifying  smoothness  during  the  year  past.  Among  the  important  re- 
pairs and  improvements  which  have  been  made  are  the  following: 

A  brick  blacksmith  shop  building  has  been  added  to  the  power 
house  and  equipped  with  furnace,  drill  and  emory  wheels  operated  by 
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electric  power.  The  shop  has  been  equipped  with  anvil  and  necessary- 
tools  for  pipe  work  and  general  repairs. 

A  garage  is  now  being  built,  at  a  convenient  distance  south  of  the 
main  building. 

An  irrigating  system  has  been  installed  to  water  the  trees  and 
flower  plants  on  the  road  leading  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  Home 
grounds,  the  lily  pond  being  used  as  a  reservoir. 

Five  cottages  for  residents,  three  cottages  for  employes,  the  dairy 
barn,  and  stable  have  been  painted  to  harmonize  with  the  brick  buildings. 

A  row  of  walnut  rees  has  been  planted  along  the  entire  front  of 
the  county  road,  inside  the  boundary  fence  of  the  Home  property,  adjoin- 
ing land  owners  entering  into  a  similar  agreement. 

The  deep  well  pump  has  been  overhauled  and  put  in  order,  and  all 
repairs  to  the  hot  and  cold  waterpipes  and  heating  system  have  been 
made. 

The  following  improvements  are  recommended : 

The  hospital  building  is  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  Home.  There 
are  fifteen  beds,  and  during  the  past  year  at  times  more  than  twenty 
patients  were  cared  for,  the  extra  room  being  secured  by  placing  beds  in 
the  operating  room  and  crowding  the  space  in  the  wards.  The  building 
of  a  wing  to  the  present  structure  is  recommended. 

A  large  warehouse  is  needed  to  house  farming  implements,  wagons, 
and  to  store  feed  corn  and  grain.  This  would  enable  the  Home  to  pur- 
chase a  year's  supply  when  the  market  is  low. 

The  porch  floors  of  the  main  building  and  cottages  should  be 
painted. 

The  frame  work  of  the  hospital  building  on  the  outside  needs  paint- 
ing and  the  woodwork  and  walls  of  the  halls  and  rooms  need  a  general 
overhauling  to  put  them  in  good  condition. 

All  roads  on  the  Home  grounds  need  grading,  crowning  and  gravel- 
ing. 

The  activity  at  the  Home  is  shown  by  the  enlargement  of  the 
chicken  ranch,  which  now  contains  two  thousand  chickens,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dairy  herd  of  fifteen  cows,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  vege- 
table garden,  which  furnishes  all  vegetables  for  table  use  and  greens  and 
stock  feed  for  farm  department.  This  year  two  tons  of  sugar  prunes 
were  dried  at  Decoto,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stock  corn  raised  and  stored 
for  use  in  the  chicken  and  hog  ranches,  the  latter  of  which  contains 
sixty-five  hogs.  A  combination  auto  truck  and  bus  is  needed  to  reduce 
the  number  of  horses  now  used. 

COVINA  HOME. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  most  active  one  at  Covina.  Few  persons 
can  appreciate  the  amount  of  detail  necessary  in  moving  so  large  a 
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family  with  attending  conditions  of  leaving  a  large  roomy  building 
with  very  old  but  generous  equipment,  and  placing  them  in  a  compara- 
tively small  building  with  limited  appurtenances.  The  children,  however, 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  af¥air  and  assisted  in  many  helpful  ways. 


The  Temporary  Buildings,  Covina. 


The  New  Buildings,  Covina,  Sept.  20,  1916. 


Your  Trustees  had  agreed  to  deliver  possession  of  the  old  San  Gabriel 
property  on  January  1,  1916.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  Grand 
Lodge,  construction  was  begun  on  a  temporary  building  to  house  the 
children  during  the  construction  of  the  new  buildings.  It  was  con- 
structed economically,  but  was  very  convenient,  though  somewhat  crowded. 
Materials  of  such  dimensions  and  quality  as  to  make  the  greatest  sal- 
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vage  when  the  present  purpose  was  accomplished,  were  selected,  and  the 
construction  was  adjusted  to  minimize  the  waste  when  the  material 
should  be  used  in  other  buildings.  At  a  cost  of  approximately  $7,000  the 
work  was  completed,  and  the  children  moved  to  the  new  building  on 
Saturday,  December  18,  1915.  They  enjoyed  their  holidays  in  the  new 
home,  and  started  their  school  work  the  first  of  the  year  without  finy 
interruption  of  their  studies. 

The  Masons  and  citizens  of  Covina  are  deeply  interested  in  our 
Home,  and  assisted  in  every  way  to  secure  all  necessary  conveniences.  We 
met  with  no  disappointments,  and  few  inconveniences  with  the  public 
utility  companies.  Although  two  miles  from  Covina,  we  had  water,  elec- 
tric lights,  gas,  power  and  telephone  all  in  service  before  occupying  the 
building.  We  were  obliged  to  provide  a  pressure  tank  and  motor  for 
water,  but  the  supply  is  ample,  and  we  now  have  arranged  for  pressure 
water  from  the  street  mains  for  the  new  buildings.  For  heating,  an 
odorless  gas  furnace  was  provided  in  each  of  the  rooms.  This  was  not 
ideal,  but  met  the  need. 

In  the  construction  of  our  new  buildings  we  desired  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency  in  arrangement  and  construction,  with  the  view  of 
economical  maintenance  when  completed.  The  Trustees  therefore  per- 
sonally visited  many  similar  institutions,  corresponded  with  every  Ma- 
sonic Home  in  the  United  States  for  suggestions  and  recommendations, 
and  consulted  the  best  authorites  on  eleemosynary  institutions  to  secure 
for  our  dependent  children  all  possible  advantages  consistent  with  ju- 
dicious expenditure. 

Architects  of  Los  Angeles,  members  of  the  Fraternity,  were  invited 
to  submit  completed  drawings  and  brief  notations  for  specifications. 
Three  of  our  most  prominent  firms  responded  with  carefully  drawn  plans 
and  complete  perspectives.  Needam  &  Cline,  John  F.  Blee  and  Train  & 
Williams  submitted  their  drawings  without  identifying  marks  to  indicate 
to  whom  they  belonged.  All  of  the  plans  possessed  much  merit,  so  the 
Board  called  in  another  architect  to  assist  in  the  selection,  and  had  a 
responsible  contractor  estimate  the  cost  of  each  set  of  plans.  The  selec- 
tion finally  fell  upon  John  F.  Blee,  whose  plans  most  nearly  met  the 
need  of  the  institution.  All  of  these  architects  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  Fraternity,  for  they  manifested  much  sincere  interest  in  the  Home 
and  gave  generously  of  their  time  to  render  us  a  good  service.  All  are 
experienced  in  this  character  of  work  and  have  designed  creditable  school 
buildings  for  the  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Education. 

The  Board  ordered  Mr,  Blee's  plans  modified  to  meet  many  needs 
not  known  at  the  time  to  the  architect.  Floor  plans  and  elevations  were 
approved  February  26,  1916^  and  the  contract  let  for  the  foundation 
and  first  floor  on  April  5,  for  $21,445.  The  foundation  and  a  portion  of 
the  first  floor  were  completed  by  May  20,  at  which  time  the  cornerstone 
of  the  building  was  laid. 
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LAYING  OF  CORNERSTONE. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the  cornerstone  was  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting events  in  the  history  of  Masonry  in  California,  and  the  interest 
of  Southern  California  Masons  was  evidenced  by  their  great  attendance 
on  this  occasion.  Credit  for  success  of  details  is  due  largely  to  a  com- 
mittee on  arrangements,  consisting  of  representatives  of  Masonic,  Munic- 
ipal officers  and  business  men's  organizations  of  Covina.  The  following 
account  of  this  splendid  occasion,  written  by  our  Very  Worshipful  Grand 
Secretary  John  Whicher,  best  reports  the  event : 

The  most  important  public  event  of  the  year  was  the  laying  of  the 
cornerstone  of  the  new  Home  for  Children.  The  buildings,  as  described 
above,  will  be  located  on  our  recently-acquired  holdings  two  miles  east  of 
the  beautiful  city  of  Covina,  in  Los  Angeles  county.  The  foundation 
stone  was  laid  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  main  structure  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1916,  by  Eight  Worshipful  Francis  V.  Keesling,  Deputy 
Grand  Master.  It  was  an  ideal  day,  and  the  little  city  of  Covina  was 
decked  out  in  flags,  bunting  and  flowers,  while  thousands  of  people 
lined  the  avenues  along  the  line  of  march  lo  the  Home.  Of  automobiles 
alone  there  were  six  hundred  parked  near  the  place  of  the  cermonies. 
Grand  Lodge  was  convened  in  the  hall  of  Covina  Lodge  No.  334,  and 
under  the  able  direction  of  Frank  Clarke  Prescott,  Past  Master  of 
Vallee  de  France  Lodge  No.  329  of  Los  Angeles,  the  escort  was  formed 
as  follows : 

Seventh  Regiment  Band,  N,  G.  C,  of  Pomona. 

The  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  California,  Eight 
Eminent  Sir  Elmer  E.  Stone,  Grand  Commander,  escorted  by  two  bat- 
talions commanded  by  Eminent  Sir  Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe,  Grand  Captain 
General. 

First  Battalion:  Eminent  Sir  Frank  L.  Miller  of  Los  Angeles  Com- 
mandery No.  9,  commanding: 

Los  Angeles  Commandery  No.  9,  K.  T. 
Southern  California  Commandery,  No.  37,  K.  T. 
Pasadena  Commandery  No.  31,  K.  T. 
Long  Beach  Commandery  No.  40,  K.  T. 

Second  Battalion:  Eight  Eminent  Perry  W.  Weidner,  Past  Grand 
Commander,  commanding: 

Golden  West  Commandery  Band. 
Golden  West  Commandery  No.  43,  K.  T. 
Alhambra  Commandery  No.  48,  K.  T. 
Covina  Commandery  No.  49,  K.  T. 
Whittier  Commandery  No.  51,  K.  T. 
Glendale  Commandery  No.  53,  K.  T. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Koyal  Arch  Masons  of  California,  Most  Ex- 
cellent Casimir  J.  Wood,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Tylers  of  all  Lodges  in  Los  Angeles  county,  with  drawn  swords. 

Stewards  of  all  Lodges. 

Deacons  of  all  Lodges. 

Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  all  Lodges. 

Master  Masons. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  Eight  Worshipful  Francis  V.  Kees- 
ling,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Arriving  at  the  site  of  the  Home,  the  officers  of  Grand  Lodge  and 
of  the  other  participating  bodies,  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Home  and 
all  the  children  of  the  Home  and  their  attendants,  were  assigned  to  seats 
on  a  platform.  Golden  West  band  rendered  a  piece  of  music,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Very  Eeverend  William  MacCormack  of  Corona 
Lodge  No,  324,  as  follows: 

''O  God,  our  Heavenly  Father!  We  come  into  Thy  presence  to-day 
supplicating  Thy  blessing  and  seeking  Thy  guidance  in  what  we  are 
about  to  do.  Forasmuch  as  without  Thee  we  are  not  able  to  please 
Thee,  mercifully  grant  that  Thy  holy  spirit  may  in  this  gracious  work 
of  mercy  lead  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  ought  to  go.  Direct  us  in 
this  and  in  all  things  with  Thy  most  loving  favor,  and  further  us  vsdth 
Thy  continual  help  that  in  all  our  works,  begun,  continued,  and  ended 
in  Thee,  we  may  glorify  Thy  holy  name.  We  praise  Thee  most  of  all 
that  Thou  didst  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  Thy  servants  to  erect  this 
building  for  the  care  and  protection  of  Thy  homeless  and  needy  children. 
May  Thy  presence  brood  over  it.  Be  with  the  officers  and  teachers  in 
their  blessed  work.  Bring  to  all  a  realizing  sense  of  the  responsibility 
of  the  task  committed  to  them,  and  of  the  privilege  of  serving  Thee  and 
their  fellows  in  the  education  and  training  of  the  young.  Keep  the 
workmen  employed  from  every  harm  and  danger.  May  they  labor  not 
as  eye-servants  or  men-pleasers,  but  with  this  thought  that  they  are 
building  this  house  in  the  blessed  service  of  human  redemption.  Grant 
that  this  consciousness  may  inspire  them  while  they  labor,  and  may  it 
perfect  and  beautify  the  efforts  of  their  hands. 

' '  We  would  ask  as  well  Thy  blessing  on  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  on 
all  the  Lodges  of  our  ancient  craft.  May  the  ideals  that  are  lifted  up 
for  our  contemplation  be  actualized  in  the  lives  of  our  members.  We 
pray  Thee  that  each  Mason,  wherever  he  may  be  found  throughout  the 
world,  may  be  a  living  monument  of  the  truth  which  his  lips  profess. 
All  this  we  ask  in  His  name  who  has  taught  us  to  pray,  saying:  Our 
Father  which  are  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come. 
Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread.  And  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  those  who 
trespass  against  us.    And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us 
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from  evil:  For  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for 
ever  and  ever.    Amen. ' ' 

The  children  then,  under  direction  of  Miss  Leta  Nash,  sang  America, 
after  which  Past  Grand  Master  William  S.  Wells,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  addressed  the  Grand  Master,  briefly  reciting  the  efforts  of 
the  Board  and  the  Fraternity  in  providing  a  Home  for  the  children  in 
the  beautiful  San  Gabriel  Valley,  and  introducing  Master  Herbert  E, 
Brown,  one  of  the  wards  of  Pentalpha  Lodge  No.  202  of  Los  Angeles, 
who  spoke  as  follows: 

' '  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master :  The  children  of  the  Masonic 
Home,  whom  you  are  remembering  to-day  on  this  most  happy  event  in 
the  history  of  your  Grand  Lodge,  desire  to  express  to  all  the  Masons 
of  California,  through  yourself  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
their  deepest  gratitude  and  most  sincere  appreciation  for  providing  us 
with  this  beautiful  Home. 

' '  You  have  selected  a  wonderful  place  for  us,  facing  the  big  blue 
mountains,  with  the  great  San  Gabriel  Valley  spreading  before  us,  with 
its  thousands  of  orange  groves  and  beautiful  homes  resting  under  their 
own  vines  and  fig  trees;  and  with  the  fragrance  of  the  orange  blossoms 
constantly  carried  to  us  by  the  gentle  breezes  of  the  ocean,  we  here 
commune  with  all  nature  in  her  happiest  mood. 

' '  To-day,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  you  are  to  lay  a  cornerstone  where- 
upon you  will  erect  a  superstructure  that  will  provide  the  comfort  and 
training  of  many  worthy  children,  and  we  pledge  you  at  this  time,  that 
we  children  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  share  your  generous  care,  will 
strive  at  all  times  to  make  ourselves  true  cornerstones  whereupon  we  will 
build  characters  that  will  reflect  credit  upon  your  most  worthy  institu- 
tion. 

' '  We  ask  you  to  accept  this  silver  trowel  in  behalf  of  the  children 
of  the  Home,  and  as  you  cement  this  cornerstone  to  this  building,  you 
will  at  the  same  time  cement  our  hearts  to  the  Fraternity  in  everlasting 
obligation  and  appreciation. ' ' 

The  little  fellow  (he  is  nine  years  old)  thereupon  handed  to  Brother 
Keesling  a  silver  trowel  bearing  the  following  inscription: 

Presented  to 
Eight  Worshipful 
Francis  Valentine  Keesling 
by  the 

Children  of  the  Masonic  Home 
at  the  laying  the  cornerstone 
of  the  buildings  of 
Masonic  Orphan's  Home 
at  Covina 
May  20,  1916. 
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When  the  boy  had  finished,  there  were  tears  in  the  eyes  of  every 
hearer,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  could 
reply,  which  he  did  in  part  as  follows 

' '  No  one  within  the  hearing  of  little  Herbert 's  voice  but  who  has 
been  profoundly  affected.  Would  that  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Fraterntiy  were  here  for  the  beneficent  effect  this  incident  would  have 
had. 

* '  This  is  a  great  work  which  the  Fraternity  is  doing,  but  it  is  not 
the  greatest  work  done  by  the  Institution.  The  greatest  work  is  that 
which  promotes  good  citizenship,  thereby  insuring  life^  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  under  which  circumstances  such  great  work  as  this 
may  be  done.  The  environment  of  the  Home  is  entirely  befitting.  Here 
God 's  sunshine  is  less  interrupted.  Here  the  mountains  are  majestic 
and  the  plants  and  trees  bloom  and  fructify  in  bountiful  beauty.  May 
the  happiness  resultant  from  it  all,  assisted  by  the  efforts  of  the  Fra- 
ternity in  its  ministrations,  be  transfused  into  the  hearts  and  souls  of 
the  little  ones  who  will  be  our  wards  in  this  institution. ' ' 

The  usual  ritualistic  ceremonies  of  the  craft  then  followed.  The  cop- 
per box  placed  beneath  the  cornerstone  contained  articles  as  follows: 

1.  A  metallic  plate,  engraved,  bearing  the  following  inscription: 

This  cornerstone  of  the  central  structure  of  a  group  of  buildings 
erected  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  jurisdiction  of  California,  as 
a  Home  for  Children,  was  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  California  on  Saturday,  May  20,  A.  D.  1916,  A.  L.  5916,  by 
Francis  Valentine  Keesling,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes:  William  S.  Wells,  Motley  H.  Flint, 
Elmer  E.  Stone,  Edward  B.  Spencer,  Thomas  Flint. 

Architect :  John  F.  Blee. 

2.  A  metallic  plate,  engraved,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Brother 
who  donated  the  funds  to  erect  one  building  of  this  group. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  form  of  application  for  admission  to  the  Home. 

4.  A  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  all  Ceremonies  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  California. 

5.  A  Eoster  of  the  officers  of  all  the  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  California  for  the  year  1916. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  printed  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  California  for  the  year  1915. 

7.  A  copy  of  the  printed  transactions  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Koyal 
and  Select  Masters;  a  copy  of  the  printed  transactions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Eoyal  Arch  Masons;  a  copy  of  the  printed  transactions  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  a  copy  of  the  printed  trans- 
actions of  the  Grand  Chapter  Order  of  Eastern  Star, 
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8.  A  parchment  form  of  Diploma  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  California. 

9.  A  copy  of  the  program  of  this  day's  proceedings. 

10.  A  copy  of  the  parade  orders  of  this  day. 

11.  Copies  of  letters  to  the  craft  from  the  Endowment  Committee 
of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

12.  The  names  of  all  the  children  now  domiciled  at  the  Home. 

13.  Copy  of  Los  Angeles  Examiner  dated  May  18;  copy  of  Los 
Angeles  Tribune  dated  May  18;  copy  of  Los  Angeles  Express  dated 
May  18;  copy  of  Los  Angeles  Times  dated  May  19. 

14.  Copy  of  Covina  Argus  of  May  19,  1916;  copy  of  Covina  High 
School  Cardinal. 

15.  List  of  Covina  city  officials. 

16.  Membership  roll  Co\'ina  Commandery  No.  49,  K.  T.;  La  Paloma 
Chapter,  Order  Eastern  Star;  Covina  Lodge  No.  334,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Azusa 
Lodge  No.  305,  F.  &  A.  M. 

Brother  Samuel  E.  Burke,  Grand  Orator,  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address : 

^  *  Suffer  little  children  come  unto  Me  and  forbid  them  not ;  for  of 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. ' ' 

Surely  these,  my  friends^  are  the  most  beautiful  words  of  all  time. 
Of  all  the  utterances  of  our  Lord  none  has  been  more  quoted — songs  have 
been  written  around  its  theme,  sermons  have  been  preached,  and  whole 
volumes  have  been  written,  and  still  the  words  strike  as  sweetly  the  ear 
of  the  hearer  today,  as  they  did  those  many,  many  centuries  ago  when 
they  were  first  uttered  to  the  people  of  Judea. 

And  while  we  are  laying  this  cornerstone  today,  let  us  remember 
that  we  lay  not  only  the  cornerstone  of  the  building  which  shall  give 
to  these  children  temporary  shelter,  but  rather  that  we  lay  the  corner- 
stone of  character,  the  building-stone  of  souls.  It  is  not  enough  that 
we  gather  here  today  to  see  that  stone  placed  which  shall  mean  to  these 
little  ones  a  home, — a  place  where  thir  physical  bodies  shall  be  fed,  and 
clothed  and  kept  warm;  it  is  more  that  the  building  which  shall  here  be 
erected  shall  be  the  fostering  place  of  noble  manhood  and  true  woman- 
hood; that  here  the  little  feet  may  be  started  in  that  narrow  path  that 
leads  to  a  lofty  goal;  the  little  hands  taught  to  fashion,  not  mischief 
and  wrongdoing,  but  deeds  of  love  and  honor;  that  here  into  the  little 
hearts  shall  be  instilled  a  love  of  truth,  a  love  of  country,  and  a  love 
of  God. 

We  who  have  made  possible  this  ceremony  today  are  not  dispensers 
of  sweet  charity.  Instead,  we  are  the  recipients  of  a  wonderful  privi- 
lege. To  be  permitted  to  have  in  our  keeping  these  youthful  minds 
and  souls  at  the  very  time  their  characters  are  being  moulded  for  all 
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the  years  to  come;  to  be  able  to  give  to  the  world  in  after  years  men 
and  women  of  integrity,  with  sane  minds  in  sound  bodies,  is  an  honor 
far  greater  than  ever  conferred  by  medal  or  silken  ribbon.  It  is  at  once 
not  only  the  greatest  honor  that  could  be  bestowed  on  us  today,  but  the 
greatest  responsibility.  We  are  thankful  to  God  for  the  honor;  we  will 
not  shirk  the  responsibility. 

Do  you  not  sometimes  travel  back,  back  into  the  day  of  yesteryear, 
back  to  that  fairyland  of  your  childhood,  and  do  you  not  find  there  inci- 
dents that  stand  out  in  your  memory  as  landmarks,  sometimes  even 
turning-points  in  your  life?  Perhaps  to  you  then  they  were  only  an  un- 
usual occurrence  in  the  daily  routine  of  your  little  life,  but  now,  holding 
aloft  the  lamp  of  experience,  you  view  them  differently.  You  view  them 
in  their  real  importance  and  estimate  them  at  their  true  worth.  Perhaps 
it  was  only  an  earnest  talk  with  your  father,  but  does  not  his  kindly 
word  of  advice  or  warning  sound  in  your  ear  today,  though  the  lip  that 
uttered  it  may  now  be  with  yesterday's  seven  thousand  years'?  Or  per- 
haps it  was  the  death  of  your  mother,  for  how  ofttimes  has  it  happened 
that  the  last  loving  look  of  a  mother,  the  last  tender  clasp  of  her  dear 
hand,  her  last  gently  whispered  word^  has  had  more  influence  for  good 
in  the  life  of  her  boy  than  all  the  sermons  and  arguments  that  were 
ever  conceived  in  the  brain  of  man. 

Thus  it  is  with  us  now:  We  sow^  and  we  reckon  not  the  harvest. 
There  may  perhaps  come  a  time  in  the  more  mature  years  of  these  chil- 
dren when  some  lesson  here  learned,  some  precept  impressed,  shall  stand 
as  a  guide-post  at  the  parting  of  the  ways,  helping  them  to  know  the 
right  path  from  the  wrong,  the  wheat  from  the  tares. 

Then  let  us,  as  Masons,  never  think  of  this  sheltering  spot  of  our 
Masonic  children  with  a  glow  of  righteous  pride  for  our  splendid  munifi- 
cence and  generosity,  but  rather  with  hearts  humble  with  thanksgiving 
for  the  gracious  kindliness  of  Almighty  God,  that  He  has  permitted 
us  to  be  the  tool  of  His  hand,  that  into  our  keeping  He  has  seen  fit  to 
place  this  sacred  trust,  this  priceless  casket  of  His  jewels,  the  lives  of 
His  little  children. 

Then  let  us  make  it  our  constant  aim  to  make  always  the  needs  and 
wants  of  other  men  our  very  own,  to  give  the  affection  of  our  hearts 
to  those  to  whom  we  minister  the  gifts  of  this  world 's  goods ;  to  enter, 
insofar  as  we  may,  into  the  feelings  of  another,  to  make  his  sorrows  our 
own;  to  enter  the  shadow  of  his  life  and  realize  its  pall.  In  this  way 
only,  my  Brethren,  may  we  be  of  real  service  one  to  another.  It  is 
the  hand  of  fellowship  that  strengthens,  it  is  the  word  of  cheer  that 
brightens  the  dull  life,  it  is  the  assurance  of  brotherly  love  that  lightens 
the  burder  for  the  weary  heart. 

To  lift  another's  burder  too  hard  for  him  alone  to  bear,  to  whisper 
the  word  of  warning  to  the  erring  one,  to  soothe  the  orphan's  woe,  and 
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wipe  away  the  widow's  tear;  to  dedicate  our  lives  to  service  and  to 
sacrifice,  to  labor  and  not  sigh  for  rest,  to  give  and  never  count  the 
cost,  to  fight  and  never  heed  the  wovmd:  these,  indeed,  are  the  fruits 
and  flowers  of  true  Masonic  brotherhood,  and  the  primal  reason  for  the 
existence  of  our  Fraternity. 

Masonry,  too,  imposes  upon  as  as  bounden  duty  the  leading  of 
pure  and  upright  lives^  being  charitable  men  and  useful  citizens.  It 
bids  us  in  every  condition  and  circumstance  of  life  to  remember  our 
high  calling;  to  know  and  do  Charity,  not  only  in  the  relief  of  financial 
distress,  but  in  every  ministration  that  love  dictates  to  the  just  and 
generous  heart;  to  never  forget  our  duty  as  citizens  of  the  State,  and 
in  all  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship  be  true ;  that  in  the  home  rela- 
tions, our  lives  shall  be  such  that  content  and  happiness  shall  reign; 
that  in  this  journey  of  life  we  shall  ever  hold  aloft  the  unfailing  and 
unquenchable  light  of  Truth,  that  we  may  make  light  the  paths  of  those 
who  follow. 

And,  in  this  way,  as  time  goes  on,  this  noble  Institution  of  Moral- 
ity, Friendship  and  Brotherly  Love  shall  radiate  its  perpetual  influence 
of  charity  among  men,  till  cruel  superstitions  shall  only  be  a  humiliating 
memory  and  a  record  of  f orgetf ulness ;  because 

The  poor,  oppressed,  honest  man 

Had  never  sure  been  born, 
Had  there  not  been  some  recompense. 

To  comfort  those  that  mourn. 

Golden  West  Commandery  band  then  played  Old  Hundred,  which 
was  joined  in  by  the  entire  audience,  after  which  Brother  MacCormack 
closed  the  ceremonies  with  the  following  benediction: 

' '  The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee ;  the  Lord  make  His  face  shine 
upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee;  the  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance 
upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace.    Amen. ' ' 

The  Board  approved  detail  plans  of  the  buildings  on  May  18,  and 
bids  were  received  and  opened  July  22,  Upon  openings  the  bids,  the 
Board  was  much  disappointed  to  find  that  the  amounts  were  in  excess 
of  estimates.  The  bids  for  the  foundation  were  slightly  under  estimate, 
and  we  were  encouraged  to  feel  that  the  superstructure  might  also  be 
more  reasonable.  Many  demands,  however,  were  made  upon  the  Board 
by  those  sincerely  interested  in  having  the  Masons  of  California  make 
suitable  provision  for  the  dependent  children  of  the  craft,  and  some  addi- 
tions were  deemed  advisable  to  make  a  complete  institution,  particularly 
in  thoroughly  equipped  hospital  rooms,  operating  rooms,  sterilization^ 
surgical,  dental  and  preparation  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  main 
building,  and  a  substantial  class  of  machinery  for  all  needs  in  the  base- 
ment. 
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Every  one  is  familiar  with  the  stupendous  increase  in  prices  of  all 
materials  since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war^  and  we  have  suf- 
fered much  from  this  fact.  However,  taking  into  counsel  many  of  the 
best  men  of  the  Fraternity,  and  judging  from  market  conditions  that 
further  delay  would  only  be  more  expensive,  your  Board  saw  nothing 
to  do  but  accept  the  situation  and  let  the  contract.  Therefore,  after 
four  weeks'  deliberation,  we  awarded  the  general  contract  to  Brother 
G.  H.  Whyte,  for  $91,000,  feeling  that  the  Fraternity  is  being  well 
served,  and  that  the  success  of  the  children  who  have  gone  from  the 
Home  to  take  their  places  in  the  world's  work  merits  all  we  can  do  for 
those  who  are  and  will  be  under  our  care. 

The  contract  for  heating,  plumbing,  refrigeration,  laundry,  vacuum 
cleaning,  etc.,  was  delayed  for  a  time  because  of  contention  among  the 
bidders.  This  matter  was  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  the  Board 
and  the  bidders  finally  by  the  contestants  themselves  determining  the  low 
bidder,  and  a  committee  from  their  own  number  was  selected  to  super- 
vise the  work.  The  contract  was  accordingly  awarded  to  Brother 
William  McArthur,  for  $26,431.40. 

Good  bonds  have  been  furnished  with  both  contracts,  and  the  work 
is  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 

While  this  preliminary  work  has  been  going  on  with  the  buildings, 
we  have  not  been  idle  with  the  farm  end  of  the  new  location.  About 
four  acres  has  been  graded  for  alfalfa,  and  garden  work  has  done  well 
since  the  water  reached  it.  We  have  laid  a  system  of  pipes  to  reach  all 
of  the  lower  grounds  and  constructed  a  septic  tank  for  the  new  build- 
ings, which  we  are  using  temporarily  as  a  reservoir.  The  trees  on  the 
place,  while  few  in  number,  are  doing  nicely,  and  a  small  vineyard  on  the 
terrace  yielded  a  fairly  good  crop  this  year.  The  general  farm  improve- 
ments have  not  been  made  because  they  are  a  part  of  a  general  scheme 
and  contingent  upon  some  work  that  cannot  be  done  yet. 

Altogether  it  has  been  a  year  of  wonderful  activity  and  splendid 
progress.  The  buildings  will  stand  as  a  monument  to  the  noblest  in 
Masonry,  and  what  is  even  better,  our  children  are  having  a  happy, 
healthy  and  useful  childhood. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

WM.  S.  WELLS, 
MOTLEY  H.  FLINT, 
THOMAS  FLINT, 
E.  B.  SPENCER, 
ELMER  E.  STONE, 

Trustees. 
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SECEETARY'S  REPOET. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  16,  1916 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  I  submit  my  Annual  Eeport  as  your  Secre- 
tary for  the  year  ended  July  31,  1916,  making  the  report  of  the  Account- 
ant my  financial  report. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Elmer  E.  Stone, 

Secretary. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  16,  191G. 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of 
California  for  the  year  ended  July  31,  1916,  and  following  upon  the  last 
similar  audit  have  presented  a  complete  report  thereof,  embracing  state- 
ments exhibiting  in  full  details  of  the  financial  position  and  financial 
operations  of  the  Homes  to  the  date  of  July  31,  1916. 

I  have  verified  the  income  from  reports  submitted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, the  expenditures  by  examination  of  properly  approved  vouchers 
accompanied  by  supporting  invoices  or  other  documents,  and  the  funds 
on  deposit  in  banks,  by  examination  of  bank  statement  and  Treasurer 's 
books. 

I  have  verified  the  securities  and  cash  of  the  Permanent  EndoAvment 
Fund,  the  Decoto  and  Covina  Revolving  Funds  and  the  cash  account 
of  F.  B,  Hartman,  Trustee. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Walter  B.  Birdsall, 

Accountant. 
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MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA. 
DECOTO  AND  COVINA. 

General  Balance  Sheet,  July  31,  1916. 

ASSETS. 

Cash   $  19,508.95 

Funeral  Expense  Account   196.00 

Securities    76,387.50 

Supfjly  and  Sundry  Equipment  Inventories   4,927.50 

Decoto  Real  Estate  Improvements  &  Equipment  356,048.78 
Covina  Real  Estate  Improvements  and  Equip- 
ment   39,486.75 

Real  Estate  Investment   1,900.00 

Miscellaneous    1,722.05 


$500,177.53 


LIABILITIES. 


Vouchers  Payable   $  3,420.46 

Trust  Funds    7,194.74 

Residents'  Personal  Deposits  $  742.53 

Special  Rule  No.  16   4,952.21 

Headstone    1,500.00 


Capital 

Entertainment  Fund   

Permanent  Endowment  Fund. 

Special  Home  Fund  

Building  Fund  

General  Fund — Capital   


.$  538.87 
.  66,687.88 
.  21,527.50 
216.72 
.  400,591.36 


$500,177.53 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  TOTAL  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

August  1,  1915,  to  July  31,  1916. 

Balance  on  hand  August  1,  1915   $  34,068.92 

General  Fund   $  5,491.78 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   6,778.99 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund   2,143.70 

Entertainment  Fund   976.08 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund   866.57 

Headstone  Fund    1,180.00 

Building  Fund    16,631.80 

Receipts   $136,935.56 

General  Fund   $  71,685.62 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   554.50 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund   34,745.99 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund   709.25 

Headstone  Fund    320.00 

Building  Fund    28,392.70 

Special  Home  Fund   527.50 


1,004.48 
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Disbursements    $154,915.90 

General  Fund   $  80,867.12 

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund   2,381.28 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund   25,589.31 

Entertainment  Fund    437.21 

Residents'  Deposit  Fund   833.29 

Building  Fund    44,807.78       .  " 

Balance  on  hand  July  31,  1916   $  16,088.49 

General  Fund   

Special  Rule  No.  16  Fund  $  4,952.21 

Permanent  Endowment  Fund   11,300.38 

Entertainment  Fund    538.87 

Residents  '  Deposit  Fund   742.53 

Headstone  Fund   1,500.00 

Building  Fund    216.72 

Special  Home  Fund....   527.50 

$  19,778.21 

Deficit— General  Fund    3,689.72 


Disposition 

Balances  with  Grand  Treasurer  (all  funds). ...$  13,411.96 

Revolving  Fund    2,250.00 

Bank  of  Italy   1,871.33 

Central  National  Bank  :   1,233.13 

F.  B.  Hartman,  Trustee   742.53 

$  19,508.95 

Less  Checks  Outstanding  (Vouchers  Payable)  3,420.46 


16,088.49 


$  16,088.49 
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STATEMENT  OF  GENERAL  FUND  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

August  1,  1915,  to  July  31,  1916. 

Balance  on  hand  August  1,  1915   $  5,491.78 

Eeceipts    71,685.02 

Per  Capita  Tax  $  55,341.00 

Decoto  Farm  Rental  and  Sales   9,334.56 

Donations    3,628.50 

Interest  on  Deposits   1,273.12 

Funeral  Expense   930.00 

Covina  Farm  Sales   780.51 

Decoto  Home  Operation   247.93 

Decoto  Building  Equipment   150.00 


$  77,177.40 

General  Fund— Deficit,  July  31,  1916   3,689.72 


$  80,867.12 

Disbursements 

Decoto  Home  Operation  $  35,228.94 

Covina  Home  Operation   16,652.27 

Decoto  Farm  Operation   7,806.42 

General  Expense    6,434.72 

Funeral  Expense    651.00 

Covina  Farm  Operation   1,027.49 

Decoto  Building  Equipment   4,794.86 

Covina  Equipment    588.33 

Covina  Improvements   1,879.07 

Decoto  Sundry  Improvements   4,464.50 

Miscellaneous    483.89 

Insurance    855.63 

 $  80,867.12 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


69 


SUPERINTENDENT 'S  REPORT. 

Decoto,  Alameda  County,  Cal.,  October  1,  1916. 
To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California: 

The  undersigned  presents  the  eighteenth  annual  report  as  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 

During  the  past  year  the  affairs  of  the  Decoto  and  Covina  Homes 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  new  building  erected  and  now  occupied 
at  Decoto  and  the  new  building  now  being  constructed  at  Covina  marks 
the  commencement  of  a  new  era  of  progress  for  both  Homes.  With 
these  new  improvements  the  field  of  usefulness  in  the  work  is  enlarged 
and  greatly  assists  the  management  in  carrying  out  in  a  more  efficient 
manner  the  spirit  of  service  in  both  Homes. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  the  members  of  our  large  family 
— those  who  are  able — to  assist  in  the  general  routine  work  and  to 
interest  themselves  in  the  welfare  of  their  respective  Homes,  with  the 
result  that  a  splendid  family  spirit  has  been  created  which  exerts  a 
harmonious  influence  in  the  daily  life  of  the  Homes, 

Suitable  entertainments,  school  instruction,  out-of-door  recreations, 
picnic  parties,  camping  trips,  etc.,  have  enhanced  the  social  and  family 
life  of  the  Homes,  and  the  older  and  younger  members  have  been  enabled 
to  have  that  diversion  which  is  in  keeping  with  their  years. 

The  conditions  at  both  Homes  show  great  improvement  during  the 
past  year,  due  to  the  loyal  and  faithful  service  of  the  employes  and 
members  of  the  family,  all  contributing  according  to  their  ability  to 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Homes. 

• 

DECOTO. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  admitted  to  the  Home,  37  men  and 
12  women.  There  are  now  at  the  Home^  100  men  and  52  women. 
There  are  14  members  being  cared  for  at  the  Coleman  Hospital.  In 
view  of  the  increased  membership  of  the  Home,  additional  room  at 
the  hospital  is  urgently  needed. 

The  water  supply  has  been  plentiful  for  household,  garden  and 
irrigating  purposes.  The  reservoirs  have  at  all  times  700,000  gallons  of 
water  in  storage. 

The  greater  part  of  the  hill  ranch  has  as  heretofore  been  leased 
either  on  shares  or  for  cash  rental. 

The  farm  has  supplied  plenty  of  fruit  for  table  use,  the  surplus 
being  sold  in  the  San  Francisco  market.  A  large  quantiy  of  corn  and 
stock  feed  and  hay  has  been  raised  for  the  dairy,  hog  and  chicken 
ranches.  Two  tons  of  dried  prunes  are  on  hand.  The  vegetable  and 
berry  gardens  gave  good  returns.    Enough  of  the  vineyard  has  been 
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retained  for  Home  use  and  the  balance  of  the  acreage  has  been  culti- 
vated for  c^rn  and  hay.  The  hay  crop  was  fair.  The  new  orchard  is 
doing  well.  A  row  of  walnut  trees  has  been  planted  along  the  entire 
front  of  the  Home  property  inside  of  the  boundary  fence. 

The  operation  of  the  heating,  laundry,  pumping  and  cold  storage 
plants  and  the  blacksmith  shop  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  chicken  ranch  has  supplied  all  the  eggs  for  kitchen  and  table 
use  and  a  large  number  of  eggs  have  been  put  up  for  winter  use.  The 
dairy  has  furnished  plenty  of  milk  and  the  hog  ranch  has  given  good 
returns. 

All  the  mending  and  household  linen  has  been  made  by  the  women 
of  the  Home.  A  number  of  the  brethren  have  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Home  by  their  labor  in  the  carpenter,  shoe,  tailor  and  barber 
shops,  also  the  woodyard  and  in  the  care  of  flower  gardens,  lawns,  library 
and  reading  rooms,  and  light  work  in  a  general  way. 

There  are  2600  volumes  on  the  library  shelves.  Many  magazines, 
periodicals  and  daily  papers  are  received,  which  are  placed  on  the  tables 
of  the  library,  men's  club  rooms  and  the  ladies'  reading  room. 

Moving  picture,  stereoptieon  and  musical  entertainments  are  given 
from  time  to  time  in  the  Siminoff  Temple  and  the  Assembly  Hall.  An 
orchestra  consisting  of  a  violin  and  piano  has  been  organized  and  takes 
part  in  all  our  entertainments.  The  Thursday  evening  social,  games  and 
dances,  the  Friday  evening  song  practice  have  been  regularly  held  in 
the  Assembly  Hall.  The  usual  services  are  held  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
followed  by  a  musical  concert. 

The  men 's  club  room  in  the  new  building  has  been  furnished  with 
a  billiard  table,  a  pool  table,  two  card  tables  (drop  lights  being  over 
each  table),  two  counting  racks,  twelve  arm  chairs  and  twelve  Vienna 
chairs.  The  brethren  enjoy  their  new  quarters,  and  greatly  appreciate 
the  comforts  afforded  them  there,  which  was  made  possible  by  the 
generosity  of  the  Lodges  of  San  Francisco.  The  opening  of  the  club 
room  was  a  formal  affair,  the  ladies  of  the  Home  acting  as  hosts,  and 
the  brethren  the  guests. 

The  Eegina  music  box  and  twenty  Regina  records,  presented  to  the 
Home  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Waldren,  has  been  placed  in  the  men's  new  club 
room. 

A  beautiful  Westminister  chime  clock,  six  feet  high,  was  presented 
and  installed  in  this  room  by  Mrs.  Leo  Bruck. 

A  large  and  beautiful  silk  American  flag,  with  gold  cord  and  tassel 
and  standard  and  pedestal  was  presented  to  the  Home  by  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  Inspectors  of  the  Bay  counties  and  Brother  B.  Pasquale. 
It  has  been  placed  in  the  Assembly  hall. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  each  month  the  members 
of  our  family — a  few  at  a  time — may  visit  Alameda  Lodge  No.  167. 
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and  Orient  Chapter  No,  177,  O.  E.  S.,  at  Centerville.  Occasionally 
visits  are  made  to  Lodges  and  Chapters  at  Oakland^  San  Francisco  and 
other  cities  near  the  Home. 

Many  entertainments  have  been  given  for  the  pleasure  and  benefit 
of  the  family  by  Lodges,  members  of  Lodges  and  their  ladies.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  contributed  to  our  enjoyment: 

October  9,  1915 — Oakland  Lodge  No.  188,  and  Bay  View  Lodge  No. 
401,.  and  ladies;  program  in  the  Temple;  baseball  game  on  the  Home 
grounds;  lunch  in  the  grove. 

October  13^  1915 — Visit  of  officers  and  members  of  Grand  Lodge. 

May  27,  1916 — Apollo  Lodge  No.  396;  third  degree  in  the  Temple. 

May  20,  1916.  Sequoia  Lodge  No.  349;  third  degree;  candy  and 
cigars. 

June  5,  1916 — Jewel  Lodge  No.  374,  and  ladies;  band  of  fifty 
pieces;  concert  on  the  grounds. 

June  17,  1916 — Fruitvale  Lodge  No.  336;  third  degree;  musical 
program  and  smoker. 

August  5,  1916 — Inspectors  of  Bay  cities;  third  degree;  presentation 
of  American  flag. 

August  26,  1916 — East  Bay  Matron's  Association,  O.  E.  S. ;  exempli- 
fication of  degree  work  in  the  Temple,  followed  by  a  musical  and 
moving  picture  program. 

September  16,  1916 — Oakland  Lodge  No.  188  and  Bay  View  Lodge 
No.  401,  and  ladies;  forty  members  of  the  Knight  Templar  drill  team 
of  Oakland  Commandery  gave  an  exhibition  drill  in  uniform ;  concert  by 
Knight  Templar  band;  literary  program  in  the  Temple. 

September  28,  1916 — Friendship  Lodge  No.  210;  third  degree 
conferred  in  Temple. 

All  the  holidays  have  been  observed  with  appropriate  exercises.  The 
specials  were  those  held  on  New  Year's  eve,  New  Year's  day,  Lincoln's 
birthday,  Washington 's  birthday,  Memorial  day,  Fourth  of  July,  Thanks- 
giving day  and  Christmas. 

COVINA.  ' 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Albert  G.  Burnett,  officers  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  have  made  a  number  of  visits  to  the 
Homes,  as  well  as  many  of  the  brethren  and  friends  who  are  interested 
in  our  welfare. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Matrons  and  employes  in  their  respective  departments.  I  also 
express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  friendly 
advice  and  support  they  have  at  all  times  given  to  me. 

Frank  B.  Hartman, 

Superintendent. 
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DONATIONS  TO  DECOTO  HOME. 

San  Francisco  Lodges,  1  billiard  table,  1  pool  table,  20  billiard 
cues,  2  counting  racks,  3  ivory  billiard  balls,  15  pool  balls,  2  drop  lights 
with  shades,  12  arm  chairs^  12  Vienna  chairs. 

Grand  Lodge  officers,  Inspectors  of  Bay  cities  and  B.  Pasquale,  large 
silk  American  flag. 

Mrs.  Leo  Bruck,  6-foot  Westminster  chime  clock. 

Jewel  Chapter  No.  283,  O.  E.  S.,  1  large  framed  picture. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Waldren,  Eegina  music  box,  20  records,  and  clothing. 

Thomas  J.  Baker,  1  croquet  set. 

David  Johnson,  7  asparagus  fern  plants,  5  Japanese  tubs,  2  flower 

pots. 

Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  61,  1  stereopticon  curtain,  complete. 
Oroville  Lodge  No.  103,  3  gallons  olives. 
Porterville  Lodge  No,  303,  6  boxes  oranges. 
Al  Shipaugh,  clothing. 

E,  W.  Lincoln,  magazines  and  periodicals. 

C.  H.  Holdworthe,  box  of  smoking  tobacco. 

The  Oxy-Nol  Company,  packakge  of  toilet  articles. 

Paul  Ruger,  package  of  perfumery. 

A.  B.  Rowley,  6  volumes  of  fiction. 

Louis  Aber,  85  canes. 

E.  A.  Gilbert,  clothing. 

Needlework  Guild  of  California,  clothing  and  dry  goods. 

A.  M.  Ward,  clothing. 

Wm.  Cluff  Company,  Candy  and  cigars. 

California  Anglers'  Association,  100  packages  playing  cards. 
P.  C.  Wilmer,  wire  fence  stretcher. 
Sequoia  Lodge  No.  349,  candy  and  cigars. 
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CHRISTMAS  CASH 

Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

Abell   

146  

^  5.00 

. ,250.... 

10.00 

122  

5.00 

167.  .  .  . 

5.00 

244  

10.00 

321  

5.00 

,  431.... 

10.00 

Alta   

333. . .  . 

5.00 

248  

5.00 

. . ,370.  .  .  . 

15.00 

, , ,  65.  ..  . 

10.00 

175  

10.00 

396  

5.00 

,  106.... 

20.00 

414. . . . 

40.00 

377  

10.00 

. ,  ,306.  ..  . 

5.00 

224 

25.00 

Balder   

393. ..  . 

20.00 

401  

10.00 

Bear  Mountain  . 

...  76  

5.00 

,363. .. . 

10.00 

442  

5.00 

225. .. . 

10.00 

195  

5.00 

,  400.... 

10.00 

412  

10.00 

78.  .  .  . 

10.00 

1  

30.00 

,  337.... 

5.00 

362  

7.50 

Charter  Oak  . . 

. . .410  

10.00 

Chico   

111  

10.00 

183. .. . 

5.00 

Clay   

,  101.... 

5.00 

119  

5.00 

. . .417. . , . 

5.00 

.  387.... 

5.00 

, ,  ,117.  .  .  . 

10.00 

. . .203. . . . 

5.00 

. ,240. . .  . 

5.00 

9.... 

10.00 
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Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

441.  . 

.  10.00 

,  ,  45.  . 

.  5.00 

,139.  . 

.  25.00 

385.  . 

.  5.00 

216.  . 

.  25.00 

220.  . 

.  5.00 

297.  . 

.  10.00 

268.  . 

.  10.00 

East  Belt   

391.  . 

.  5.00 

290.  . 

.  10.00 

El  Centre  

384.  . 

.  15.00 

Eden   

113.  . 

.  5.00 

Enterprise   

..  70.. 

.  5.00 

243.  . 

.  25.00 

16.  . 

.  2.50 

166.  . 

.  25.00 

Evening  Star  .  .  . 

. .186. . 

.  5.00 

Exeter   

,424. . 

.  10.00 

435.  . 

.  10.00 

Fidelity   

120.  . 

.  25.00 

379.  . 

.  10.00 

Forest   

66.  . 

.  5.00 

Francis  Drake  .  .  . 

. .376.  . 

.  10.00 

143 .  . 

.  10.00 

210.  . 

.  10.00 

336.  . 

.  10.00 

Gait   

267.  . 

.  5.00 

.  .404. . 

.  10.00 

Gold  Hill   

32. . 

.  10.00 

,  30.. 

.  20.00 

222.  . 

.  10.00 

H^mmonton  

. .433. . 

.  10.00 

279.  . 

.  10.00 

,  ,  21.  . 

.  50.00 

95.  . 

.  5.00 

Henry  S.  Orme.  . 

.  .458. . 

.  5.00 

127.  . 

.  15.00 

264.  . 

.  5.00 

Highland  Park  .  . 

.  .382.  . 

.  10.00 

. .236. . . 

.  14.50 

, ,  43. . 

.  5.00 

.  319... 

.  10.00 

. ,355. . . 

.  10.00 
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Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

,  409. . . 

.  20.00 

96.  .  . 

.  5.00 

Humboldt   

, ,  79. . . 

.  10.00 

. .  51. . . 

.  10.00 

Inyo   

221 

.  10.00 

. .  80. . . 

.  5.00 

, 374. . . 

.  5.00 

. .456. . . 

.  10.00 

King  David's 

209. . . 

.  5.00 

King  Solomon 's  . 

. .260. . . 

.  25.00 

.  5.00 

. .366. . . 

.  5.00 

, , 299. . . 

.  10.00 

. .  61. . . 

.  20.00 

262. . . 

.  10.00 

Long  Beach   

.  10.00 

42.  .  . 

.  10,00 

Los  Banos   

312. . . 

.  15.00 

.292. . . 

.  10.00 

. .280. . . 

.  10.00 

5.00 

24^ 

.  10.00 

191.  .  . 

.  15.00 

. .  41 . . . 

.  5.00 

McKinley  

, , 347. . . 

.  10.00 

179. . . 

.  5.00 

Midway   

426.  . . 

.  25.00 

Mill  Valley   

. .356. . . 

.  25.00 

,  169. . . 

.  25.00 

. .378. . . 

.  10.00 

Mokelumne  Hill  . 

. .298. . . 

.  10.00 

, .308. . . 

.  10.00 

68.  . . 

.  10.00 

218... 

.  10.00 

Mount  Diablo  .  .  . 

. .448 . . . 

.  5.00 

Mount  Jackson  .  . 

. .295. . . 

.  5.00 

,  44 . . . 

.  25.00 

Mountain  View  . 

. .194.  . . 

.  2.50 

64.  .  . 

.  5.00 

Naval   

87.  . . 

.  15.00 

13.  . . 

.  5.00 

. .129. . . 

.  5.00 

Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

,  ,315... 

.  5.00 

188.  .  . 

.  10.00 

Oak  Grove  .  .  .  . 

215. . . 

.  5.00 

Occidental  , 

22.  .  . 

.  10.00 

Oceanside  

 381. . . 

.  5.00 

Olive  Branch 

. . . .269. . . 

.  10.00 

Oriental   

,  , . , 144.  .  . 

.  25.00 

. . ,  ,265.  . . 

.  5.00 

.  25.00 

Pacific   

. . . .136. .  . 

.  11.00 

. ,  , , 331.  .  . 

.  5.00 

, . , , 110. . . 

.  10.00 

Palo  Alto  , 

346. . . 

.  5.00 

. , . .351. . . 

.  5.00 

Palos  Verdes  .  . 

,  . ,  ,389. . . 

.  25.00 

Parnassus   

388... 

.  10.00 

272. . . 

.  10.00 

, , . .286. . . 

.  5.00 

Petaluma   

,     ,180. . . 

.  5.00 

Phoenix   

178. . . 

.  15.00 

. . ,  ,353.  . . 

.  10.00 

429. . . 

.  10.00 

  60. . . 

.  5.00 

, ,     354. . . 

.  20.00 

P.M.  Association 

,S.F. 

.  14.12 

. . . .254. . . 

.  10.00 

Redwood  City  . 

 168. . . 

.  20.00 

 304. . . 

.  5.00 

.     375. . . 

.  10.00 

.  5.00 

397. . . 

.  5.00 

5.00 

Russian  River  , 

.  5.00 

, , , ,  40. . , 

.  10.00 

, , . .  37. . . 

.  5.00 

204. . . 

.  5.00 

211... 

.  5.00 

35.  .  . 

.  10.00 

316. . . 

.  10.00 

San  Bernardino 

 348. . . 

.  15.00 

San  Fernando  . 

 343. . . 

.  10.00 

San  Francisco  . 

. ,360. . . 

.  10.00 

.  ,338... 

.  5.00 

10.  .  . 

.  10.00 
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Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

226.  . 

.  5.00 

San  Miguel   

.285. . 

.  10.00 

332.  . 

.  10.00 

241.  . 

.  20.00 

38.  . 

.  10.00 

307.  . 

.  5.00 

291.  . 

.  5.00 

,  57.  . 

.  35.55 

Selma   

277.  . 

.  10.00 

196.  . 

.  5.00 

349.  . 

.  10.00 

184.  . 

.  5.00 

201.  . 

.  10.00 

296.  . 

.  10.00 

310.  . 

■.  5.00 

Snow  Mountain  .  . 

.271. . 

.  5.00 

Southern  California 

278.  . 

.  25.00 

So.  San  Francisco. 

.  212 . 

.  10.00 

Speranza  Italiana  . 

.219. . 

.  10.00 

Starr  King  

.344. . 

.  10.00 

Stanislaus   

.206. . 

.  15.00 

Suisun   

.  55 .  . 

.  2,50 

Sunset   

. 352 . . 

.  10.00 

Tehachapi   

.313. . . 

.  10.00 

Lodge. 

No. 

Amt. 

...    3.  . 

.  20.00 

Temescal   

314.  . 

.  8.60 

...  46 . . 

5.00 

. , ,200. . 

.  5.00 

261.  . 

.  5.00 

Union   

58.  . 

.  25.00 

Unity  

,  , ,368.  . 

.  8.00 

134.  . 

.  5.00 

84.  . 

.  5.00 

128.  . 

.  10.00 

.  56.  . 

.  10.00 

...  20. . 

.  30.00 

West  Gate   

.  .  .335. . 

.  10.00 

392.  . 

.  10.00 

Western  Star  .  . 

2 

.  5.00 

198.  . 

.  5.00 

,  131.. 

.  5.00 

156 .  . 

.  5.00 

Yolo  

81.  . 

.  1.00 

99.  . 

.  10.00 

Yuba   

39.  . 

.  5.00 

TEMPLE,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S. 


Temple  Amt.  Temple  Amt. 
Aahmes   $10.00     Islam   $100.00 


CHAPTER^ 

Chapter. 

No. 

Amt. 

64. 

.  .$  5.00 

70. 

.  .  5.00 

65. 

.  .  10.00 

.  .  10.00 

,  ,  ,92. 

..  10.00 

California    .  .  . 

5. 

.  .  25.00 

114. 

.  .  2.50 

51. 

.  .  5.00 

15. 

.  .  5.00 

48. 

..  10.00 

,  ,   ,  39. 

.  .  5.00 

R.  A.  M. 


Chapter. 

No. 

Amt. 

,66.. 

.  5.00 

East  Gate  

103.  . 

.  5.00 

Ferndale   

,  ,  78.  . 

.  10.00 

Fresno  

69.  . 

.  5.00 

18.. 

.  5.00 

Hanford   

74.  . 

.  5.00 

Hollister   

68.  . 

.  5.00 

14.  . 

.  10.00 

52.  . 

.  5.00 

Kern  Valley  .  .  . 

...  75.. 

.  20.00 

La  Purissima  .  . 

.. .104. . 

.  10.00 

76 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


Chapter. 

No. 

Amt. 

.  5.00 

.  25.00 

,  ,  ,     31.  . 

.  10.00 

. . , ,  88. . 

.  5.00 

Mill  Valley  .  .  . 

. . .  108.  . 

.  10.00 

.  10.00 

. .  35 .  . 

.  10.00 

. . . .     6. . 

.  5.00 

,  ,  36.  . 

.  10.00 

Palo  Alto  ,  , 

93.. 

.  5.00 

22.  . 

.  5.00 

,  ,113.. 

.  5.00 

,,  101.. 

.  10.00 

3.  . 

.  50.00 

...  59. . 

.  2.50 

Chapter, 

No. 

Amt. 

, .  62. . 

.  5.00 

,    . .  38.  . 

.  5.00 

.  5.00 

.  10.00 

.  10.00 

,  ,     2.  . 

.  2.50 

  28.. 

.  10.00 

Sutter   

. . . .  11. . 

.  5.00 

,  ,  41 . . 

.  10.00 

Tulare   

 71.  . 

.  10.00 

Unity  

116. . 

.  5.00 

....  81.. 

.  5.00 

. . . .  50. . 

.  5.00 

Washington 

, , . .  13.  . 

.  10.00 

.  ,46.. 

.  5.00 

COMMANDERY,  K.  T. 


Commandery.  No. 

Bakersfield    39 .  . 

Berkeley    42 .  . 

California    1.  . 

Eureka    35 .  . 

Glendale    53 .  . 

Golden  Gate   16.  . 

Hanf ord    46 .  . 

Lassen   13.  . 

Marysville    7 .  . 

Mount  Shade   32.  . 

Mount  Olivet   20. . 

Napa    34.. 

Naval    19.. 

Nevada    6.. 


Amt.  Commandery.        No.  Amt. 

$10.00     Oakland    11   5.00 

10.00     Pacific   3.-...  2.50 

25.00     Palo  Alto    47   5.00 

10.00     Pasadena    31   23.75 

10.00     Eed  Bluff   17   5.00 

25.00     Redding    50   10.00 

10.00     Riverside    28   10.00 

5.00     San  Jose   10   5.00 

10.00     Santa  Cruz  44   5.00 

5.00     Stockton   8   10.00 

5.00     Vacaville    38   5.00 

5.00     Woodland   21   5.00 

10.00     Watsonville    22   10.00 

5.00 


COUNCIL,  R.  &  S.  M. 

Council.  No.  Amt. 
Gateway    13   2.50 


LODGE  OF  PERFECTION,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

California   10  $50.00 

Fresno   6   5.00 

King  Solomon 's   3 . . . ,  100.00 

Oakland    2   25.00 


Lodge.  No.  Amt. 

Pacific   5  $  5.00 

San  Francisco   1.  . .  .  25.00 

San  Jose   13   5.00 

Stockton   12   10.00 
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CHAPTER,  O.  E.  S. 


Chapter. 
Golden  Eod 
jSTaomi  .... 


No.         Amt.  Chapter. 

221  $10.00     Santa  Clara 

36          25.00  Wheatland 


No.  Amt. 
299.  . .  .$25.00 
48   10.00 


INDIVIDUALS. 


Thos.  J.  Baker. 
William  Cooper 
Herbert  Cornish 
L.  E.  Elliott.  . . 


$12.50 
2.40 
5.00 
2.00 
5.00 


Grant  Jackson 
W.  M.  Laidlow 
Wm,  J.  LeRoy. 


$  5.00 


J.  G,  Hunchberger 


Chester  P.  Ninekirk 
George  Stephenson  . 


1.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.40 


RESIDENTS  AT  DECOTO  HOME. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  residents  of  the  Decoto  Home, 
the  dates  of  their  admission,  their  respective  ages,  the  names  and  numbers 
of  the  Lodges  nominating  them,  and  the  location  of  such  Lodges: 

MEN  100. 


NAME. 

ADMITTED. 

LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION. 

AGE. 

Feb.  9, 

'09 

Mt.  Moriah  . . 

.  .  44 

San  Francisco. 68 

Bell,  Bradford  .... 

Dec.  5, 

'15 

Mt.  Jackson  . 

.  .295 

Guerneville 

.  .74 

Mar.  19, 

'16 

Hollenbeek    .  . 

.  .319 

Los  Angeles. 

..65 

Nov.  X 

'15 

117 

Sacramento 

.77 

Jan.  18, 

04 

268 

Berkeley  .  . 

.  .86 

Bradbury,  Wm.  W. 

..Oct.  29, 

'14 

St.  Helena  .  . . 

..  93 

St.  Helena. 

.  .72 

,Oct.  12, 

'07 

Keith  

187 

Gilroy  .... 

86 

Bartholemew,  J.  S. 

.  .  .June  15, 

'13 

Mt.  Jackson  . 

.  .  295 

Guerneville 

.68 

Broadwell,  Melvin 

L..Dec.  7, 

'15 

188 

Oakland    .  . 

.64 

,  July  2, 

'12 

.  46 

San  Juan. . 

.87 

'16 

22 

San  Francisco. 69 

Castellaw,  T.  A  ,  , 

..May  2, 

'10 

.183 

Lower  Lake 

..78 

Chamberlain,  M.  E. 

.  .Sept.  28, 

'10 

199 

Lakeport  .  . 

.  .88 

Oct.  6, 

'11 

.  .117 

Sacramento 

.66 

Cogswell,  James  L 

..May  19, 

'15 

California    .  . . 

.  .  1 

San  Francisco. 87 

Crabtree,  Converse  W.  Aug.  19, 

'16 

Yerba  Buena  . 

.  .403 

Oakland    .  . 

.  .41 

Cramer,  George  F. . 

May  11, 

'13 

299 

Santa  Clara 

.61 

.  ,  Dec.  12, 

'15 

Naval   

..  87 

.67 

,  Aug.  19, 

'16 

10 

SO 

,    Feb.  28, 

'11 

Sierra  Valley 

.  .184 

Sierraville 

.  .  84 

May  18, 

'99 

83 

Forest  HiU 

.71 

Dunham,  Murray  . 

. .  .Dec.  11, 

'15 

.  .  60 

,86 

Edwards,  W.  R.  J.. 

.  .Nov.  2, 

'15 

Willits   

,  .365 

Willits 

61 

Fielder,  John  L. ,  .  . 

.  .Jan.  20, 

'15 

96 

.60 

78 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE 


NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Franck,  Isadore   Jan.   10,  '16 

Frasier,  John   June  12,  '00 

French,  John  A  June    8,  '07 

Fink,  Conrad   Aug.  23,  '12 

Gates,  Dawson  D  Feb.     8,  '14 

Gregory,  Anwyl   Jan.  31,  '16 

Hamilton,  John   Feb.    6,  '15 

Heath,  George  B  Aug.  19,  '16 

Hill,  Maxwell  G  June  30,  '16 

Hodge,  Edward  T  Feb.  20,  '15 

Jeffers,  S  Jan.    5,  '10 

Jensen,  Niels  P  July  22,  '07 

Johns,  Josiah   April  15,  '12 

Johnson,  David   Aug.  29,  '13 

Jones,  Samuel  A  April   2,  '16 

Keene,  James   Sept.  4,  '10 

Keller,  Willis  A  Nov.  11,  '15 

Kerr,  Earl   Sept.  11,  '09 

Knickerbocker,  Niles.June  8,  '15 
Knight,  Lewis  W  April   2,  '14 

LaBonte,  Francis  X...Nov.    2,  '14 

Lewty,  David   June  27,  '16 

Lindsey,  Orville  A  Aug.  30,  '13 

Lippoldt,  H.  A  Jan.   20,  '07 

Lippman,  George  ....Nov,    2,  '13 

Mayer,  Joseph   Jan.  10,  '10 

Magee,  David  B  April  19,  '11 

Mehrtens,  Richard  ...Nov.  12,  '13 
Mallory,  Charles  P.... Aug.  31,  '14 

Maniece,  John   June  17,  '15 

Mitchell,  Charles  E...Nov.  20,  '15 

Myers,  Oliver  H  Aug.  29,  '12 

Meyer,  Wm.  D  Aug.  31,  '12 

Morgan,  Josiah  W....Aug.  11,  '14 
McEwen,  John  H  Aug.  21,  '13 

Ogden,  B.  F  April  19,  '05 

Olson,  Ole   Mar.  22,  '16 

Ong,  Jackson  W  May  12,  '15 

Payne,  Edwin  H  Mar.  23,  '14 

Parini,  Daniel   ...Feb.  10,  '14 

Potting,  Henry  F  May    2,  '11 

Preston,  J.  N  May  22.  '12 


LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

La  Parfait  Union  17 

San  Francisco.69 

,  5 

Benicia  89 

Western  Star  .  . 

.  .  2 

Shasta  82 

Hermann   

127 

San  Francisco. 78 

Eden 

1  m 

IVTi  7r>n  Vi 

378 

Eureka  68 

Oakland   58 

50 

Forbestown  .79 

320 

-LiUo  -Tx  11  y  c  1  c  &  .  .  1  ^ 

San  Leandro . 78 

vioiUcii    ijrdLc    .  .  . 

.  .  oU 

San  Francisco.64 

East  Belt 

391 

Tuolumne   ...  63 

Santa  Monica  .  . 

.307 

iJdLllhd,  IVJ.OIllCa.o'i 

M^ission 

169 

San  Francisco. 70 

Mendocino   

Mendocino   .  .  79 

1  7Q 

Mendocino    .  .66 

Pacific 

136 

San  Francisco. 79 

Pentalpha 

202 

Los  Angeles .  .  7o 

Evergreen 

259 

Riverside    .  .  .  67 

Redding    ...  .69 

Guadalupe   

.  237 

Guadalupe    .  .74 

Kio  Vista .  .  .  .  iH 

Northern  Light  . 

.190 

ivnjiviiie   .  .  .  .  oo 

,  136 

San  Francisco. 72 

Mokelumne  Hill 

.298 

Moklmne  Hill.87 

216 

San  Francisco. 75 

.  139 

San  Francisco. 71 

Orange  Grove  . . 

.293 

San  Diego... 80 

42 

Los  Angeles.  .74 

344 

San  Francisco. 71 

Mountain  View  . 

.194 

IVTnn Trfn  1  n  "V^w^^ 

178 

S     Tiprnji rrli nn  S-t 

KJ.               L  Ilex  I  yiiLLyj  ,(J^ 

Pajaro   

.110 

VV  d L&Ull V lilt?    .  ,  /  X 

Mission   

.169 

San  Francisco. 77 

229 

Vallejo  61 

Hornitos   

98 

Hornitos    ....  86 

Whittier   

323 

Whittier   78 

13 

Nevada  City.  .78 

So.  San  Francisco. 212 

San  Francisco. 68 

320 

Los  Angeles .  .  84 
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NAME. 

ADMITTED. 

LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

X  Oribj   ii.lClllL)cllU.    IX..  . 

.Feb.  21, 

'14 

Los  Angeles. 

.76 

.Nov.  5, 

'1  K 

.  13 

Nevada  City. 

.87 

Eobertson,  Wm.  B.. 

.July  25, 

'14 

12 

Napa   

67 

Mar.  1, 

'05 

42 

Los  Angeles. 

.92 

Eumbol,  K.  F  

T««  OA 

.Jan.  60, 

7  AO 

Oo 

Eedwood  City  . 

.168 

Eedwood  City.86 

Kedmond,  Samuel  .  . . 

.Aug.  21, 

?1  A 
10 

Truckee   

.200 

Truckee  . . , . 

,72 

Nov.  12, 

'1  4 

Ophir   

.  33 

Murphy 's    .  . 

.69 

Eowley,  Albanus  B. . 

.Oct.  19, 

14 

.  10 

San  Jose  .  . . 

.84 

Eedington,  James   . . 

.Aug.  19, 

It) 

13 

Nevada  City. 

.73 

Mar.  19, 

Id 

.  87 

Vallejo 

62 

Spencer,  T.  C  

Aug.  25, 

'12 

111 

Chico   

68 

Smith,  Eli  M  

Nov.  25, 

'00 

117 

Sacramento  . 

.86 

Schneider,  Edward  W.  Sept.  13, 

'08 

144 

San  Francisco. 72 

Sept.  11, 

'09 

166 

San  Francisco. 79 

Stanton,  Andrew  P.. 

.Aug.  16, 

'11 

136 

San  Francisco. 79 

Stafford,  Ealph  L 

Feb.  17, 

J1  4 

14 

222 

Eocklin    .  .  .  . 

68 

Schwartz,  Jacob  P. .  . 

.May  4, 

lb 

Lemoore    .  .  . 

.63 

Silver,  Mark  B  

June  20, 

It) 

King  Solomon's. 

.260 

San  Francisco. 71 

Speidel,  Adolph  F. .  . . 

.May  19, 

J-O 

127 

San  Francisco. 69 

,  June  15, 

'16 

103 

Oroville 

63 

Strieker,  Henry  .... 

Mar.  28, 

'16 

So.  San  Francisco. 212 

San  Francisco. 71 

Aug.  19, 

'16 

,  80 

79 

Feb.  14, 

'09 

180 

Petaluma  .  .  . 

.76 

Tack,  Nicolas   

,Oct.  29, 

'10 

45 

Crescent  City. 82 

Aug.  19, 

'16 

Tuolumne   

8 

Sonora  .... 

,73 

Nov.  2, 

'15 

264 

Santa  Maria. 

.63 

Van  Howe,  Charles  G.  Aug.  19, 

'16 

Monterey   

217 

Monterey    .  . 

.55 

Wooley,  E.  B  

Dec.  29, 

'03 
'09 

244 

87 

"Whipple,  Wm.  M, ,  ,  , 

Mar.  6, 

245 

Brentwood  .  . 

.83 

Nov.  2, 

'15 

.  70 

Yuba  City.  .  . 

.81 

Winkler,  Theophilus 

.Jan.  24, 

'16 

Charter  Oak  .  .  . 

.410 

Berkeley    .  .  . 

.68 

White,  Andrew  M... 

.April  27, 

'16 

405 

Los  Angeles. 

.71 

Woodruff,  Andrew  F. 

.Aug.  19, 

'16 

318 

Biggs   

83 

Zimmermann,  W.  T. . 

.Feb.  2, 

'10 

Abell   

146 

Ukiah'  

76 

80 
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NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Ames,  Minnie  P  Oct.  21,  '13 

Baxter,  M.  F  April  16,  '02 

Briggs,  Mary  J  April  24,  '07 

Barclay,  Cornelia  B...May    6,  '16 

Bell,  Lucy   Dec.    5,  '15 

Donaldson,  A.  R  Mar.  10,  '14 

Dyer,  Sarah   July  17,  '00 

Dunlap,  R.  F  Sept.  23,  '09 

Davis,  Grace  G  July  25,  '16 

Dennis,  Lydia   Aug.  19,  '16 

Elder,  M.  J  Jan.     8,  '08 

Elliott,  A.  M  May    1,  '04 

Field,  Bessie  M  May  25,  '13 

Fountain,  H.  E  Sept.   7,  '06 

Fuller,  C.  T  Feb.    9,  '08 

Grant,  Permelia   Feb    2,  '11 

House,  Amanda   Sept.  13,  '08 

Heith,  Catherine  Oct.   16,  '10 

Julian,  B.  M  Jan.     7,  '00 

Johnson,  M  Mar.    6,  '03 

Knight,  Anna  R  April   2,  '14 

Kane,  Eliza  J  June  30,  '16 

Keller,  Maude  E  Oct.   18,  '15 

McKinnon,  M.  A  Dec.  31,  '14 

Mallory,  Anna  F  Aug.  31,  '14 

Mueller,  Elizabeth  ...Aug.  12,  '14 

Moore,  Emily  N  May    7,  '12 

Mast,  Frances  C  Aug.  31,  '12 

Nash,  M.  A  June  11,  '01 

Pierce,  N  Feb.,  '14 

Potting,  Nellie  E  May    2,  '11 

Proll,  Anna  R.  G  Feb.    5,  '15 

Robinson,  I  Dec.  19,  '03 

Redican,  M.  A  Mar.    1,  '05 

Reaves,  Mary  M  June   8,  '13 

Rossi,  Josephine   Oct.  20,  '14 

Richards,  Lillian  ....Aug.  19,  '16 
Richardson,  Julia  A... Mar.  26,  '16 

Seeley,  Nancy  C  Sept.  3,  '10 

Smith,  Annie  T  May  12,  '15 
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NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

Oak  Grove 

215 

AlflTYlPrlQ 

xxlctlllcLlcl      •  •  •  •  OV 

Santa  Rosa  .... 

,  ,  57 

Santa  Rosa ...  79 

,327 

Long  Beach. .80 

Sacramento  .  .76 

Mt.  Jackson  .  . . 

.  .295 

Guerneville   .  .  68 

.  134 

Vacaville  ....  84 

,  144 

San  Francisco. 78 

Keith   

.  .187 

Gilroy   79 

Naval   

.  .  87 

Vallejo  62 

. .  10 

San  Jose  ... .72 

136 

San  Francisco. 84 

,  22 

Sa,n  Francisco. 75 

Hesperian    .  ,  .  ,  , 

.  .264 

Santa  Clara  .  .  83 

Riverside  ....  84 

Michigan  City  .  , 

,  .  47 

Michigan  City  71 

175 

Antioch   76 

Georgetown 

25 

Georgetown  .  .78 

247 

23 

Grass  Valley.  .43 

112 

Knight's  F'ry66 

259 

Riverside  ...  .68 

Mission   

.169 

San  Francisco. 76 

3 

Sacramento  .  .  46 

Morning  Star  .  . . 

.  68 

Stockton   68 

Orange  Grove  . . 

.293 

.  5 

Benicia   74 

23 

Grass  Valley. 84 

133 

Coulterville  ..71 

26 

Placerville  .  .  .78 

136 

SanFrancisco.73 

So.  San  Francisco. 212 

San  Francisco. 72 

King  Solomon's 

..260 

San  Francisco. 59 

16 

42 

Los  Angeles .  .  85 

Bear  Mountain  . 

.  76 

Angels  Camp, 80 

322 

Alhambra   ...  56 

McKinley  

347 

Richmond   ...  56 

61 

Oakland  66 

102 

N.  San  Juan. 80 

.  1 

San  Francisco. 75 
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NAME.  ADMITTED. 

Smith,  Elizabeth   Aug.  28,  '13 

Sawyer,  Ella  B  Aug.  30,  '13 

Sly,  Ellen  S  Nov.    5,  '13 

Smalley,  Emily  A  June  22,  '14 

Surface,  Emma   Aug.  19,  '16 

Thomas,  F.  W  Jan.     4,  '04 

Taylor,  Mary  J  Mar.  15,  '16 

Trumbull,  Mary   Nov.  12,  '15 

Wentworth,  L  Feb.    6,  '00 

Wooley,  Jane   Dec.  29,  '03 

Wells,  Mary   Oct.  27,  '12 

Wright,  Sarah  G  Sept.  13,  '14 


NO.  LOCATION. 


Friendship   210 

Natoma   64 

Silver  Gate  296 

Santa  Ana  241 

lone    80 

Abell   146 

Masonic  B.  of  Eelf 
Agremnt  B.  of  Tsts. 

Hawaiian    21 

Alcatraz   244 

Golden  Gate  30 

Eden  113 


San  Jose  73 

Folsom  66 

San  Diego  71 

Santa  Ana ...  73 

lone   64 

Ukiah  88 

Oakland  75 

 74 

Honolulu   71 

Oakland  82 

San  Francisco. 78 
San  Leandro.78 


DIED  DURING  THE  YEAR — 19. 


NAME. 

DATE. 

BURIED  AT 

Oct. 

'15 

Modesto 

13, 

'16 

Decoto  ' 

30, 

'16 

Decoto 

'16 

Decoto 

Oct. 

8, 

'15 

Decoto 

7, 

'16 

Dutch  Flat 

31, 

'16 

Los  Angeles 

Muir,  Hugh  

.  .  .  Mar. 

8, 

'16 

Decoto 

28, 

'16 

Decoto 

.  ,  ,  Oct. 

27, 

'15 

San  Francisco 

,  Oct. 

5, 

'15 

Centerville 

.  .  .Mar. 

4, 

'16 

Decoto 

.  .  .Nov. 

7, 

'15 

Decoto 

,  .  .  May 

15, 

'16 

Decoto 

,  ,  ,  Dec. 

14, 

'15 

Decoto 

.  .  .Oct. 

30, 

'15 

San  Francisco 

8, 

'16 

San  Francisco 

17, 

'15 

Sacramento 

'16 

Decoto 

VOLUNTARY 

DEPARTURES 

 2. 

April  29, 

'16 

'16 
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THE  COVINA  HOME. 

We  can  most  effectively  introduce  the  new  Home  at  Covina  to  the 
Grand  Lodge^  by  quoting  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by  one  of  our 
older  girls  to  a  girl  who  left  the  home  two  years  ago.  The  quotation  is 
modified  only  to  avoid  personalities  mentioned  in  the  letter: 

' '  The  dry  stubble  of  a  recent  grain  field  in  the  midst  of  the  orange 
groves  of  Covina  was  disturbed  one  October  morning  by  a  string  of 
teams  hauling  in  lumber,  and  the  stillness  of  the  spot  was  soon  broken 
by  the  noise  of  hammers  and  the  hum  of  saws.  In  a  few  weeks  the 
scene  was  transformed  as  dozens  of  children  raced  on  the  hillside  and 
shouted  in  childish  joy  of  the  outdoor  life. 

' '  A  new  building,  crowded,  odd,  no  ceilings,  no  plaster,  but  con- 
venient, novel  and  jolly,  and  the  children  were  happy.  A  little  cold  in 
the  winter,  a  little  hot  in  the  summer,  but  oh,  so  homelike  and  pleasant. 
The  school  was  new,  but  so  much  better.  Better  playmates,  better  build- 
ing and  an  auto  truck  to  call  for  the  children  and  bring  them  home  again. 
No  church  was  near,  and  no  Sunday  school  room  was  provided  in  the 
building,  but  it  was  just  so  nice  to  bunch  up  all  together  in  the  living 
rooms  and  have  a  Sunday  school  all  their  own.  One  of  the  Trustees 
acted  as  Superintendent,  one  of  the  girls  as  pianist,  and  each  Sunday 
new  quartettes  and  solos  Avere  arranged.  Then  one  Sunday  the  Trustee 
couldn't  come  out  and  he  asked  one  of  the  older  girls  to  lead  the  school. 
It  was  fine.  Then  one  of  the  boys  wanted  to  try  it,  and  now  the  dif- 
ferent children  eagerly  wait  their  turn  to  conduct  the  Sunday  school.  No 
Sunday  school  in  all  California  is  more  interesting. 

* '  Soon  flowers  were  planted,  geraniums  in  green  banks,  the  tall 
cosmos  and  dahlias  did  so  well  and  the  violets,  pansies,  daisies,  and 
asters  all  rewarded  us  for  the  care  we  gave  them.  And  the  wild  flowers 
were  so  plentiful  and  several  million  poppies  right  in  front  of  the  house. 
It  may  take  a  long  time  to  grow  big  trees,  but  the  sweet  flowers  come  to 
us  quickly  and  plentifully. 

''And  now  the  big  buildings  are  going  up.  How  wonderful  they 
are.  How  instructive  as  it  is  all  explained,  and  how  generous  Masons 
are  to  do  all  this  for  children". 

The  above  quotation  presents  a  true  expression  of  the  splendid 
manner  the  children  displayed  in  adjusting  themselves  to  the  new  con- 
ditions, and  their  evident  appreciation  of  the  necessary  steps  contingent 
to  such  a  move. 

The  Home  life  was  only  intensified  by  the  move.  Inspired  to  greater 
effort  by  new  surroundings,  the  same  spirit  prevailed  in  their  lessons, 
training  and  discipline. 

Their  music  has  continued  the  same.  Their  dancing,  art  work, 
sewing,  etc.,  occupy  the  girls,  and  the  boys  have  built  pens  for  rabbits, 
houses  for  pigeons,  and  laid  out  small  tracts  of  grounds  for  vegetables. 
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Under  the  skilled  direction  of  Eddie  Maier  and  Doc  White  of  the 
Tigers",  the  boys  have  advanced  in  base  ball  and  have  taken  many- 
honors.  Never  in  the  past  has  Charter  Oak  school,  where  the  boys 
attend,  ever  had  representatives  to  qualify  for  the  track  meet.  This 
year,  with  our  boys  alone,  they  won  the  greater  number  of  points  in  the 
valley  schools,  competing  against  well  trained  teams. 

The  indoor  diversions  of  the  children  are  many,  and  while  our 
Matron  is  most  resourceful  in  providing  something  new  from  time  to 
time,  the  children  display  much  originality  in  occupying  their  play  hours 
with  healthful  and  suitable  amusement.  A  social  evening  is  given  once 
a  week  for  dancing,  card  games,  etc.,  for  the  older  ones,  and  lighter 
games  for  the  little  ones.  A  reading  or  ' '  story  hour ' '  occurs  practically 
every  day  and  their  music,  both  instrumental  and  chorus  work,  is  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  to  inspire  interest  and  cause  them  to  antici- 
pate the  new  features  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  Each  child  'e  birthday 
is  celebrated  with  a  large  cake  and  candles,  and  suitable  floral  decora- 
tions are  placed  on  the  table  at  which  the  child  is  seated.  The  child 
cuts  the  cake  and  personally  passes  it  to  the  children.  A  ringing 
' '  call ' '  is  always  given  and  the  event  is  thus  pleasantly  recognized. 

All  holidays,  patriotic  events,  and  anniversaries  are  celebrated  in 
suitable  ways.  St.  Valentine's  Day  with  appropriate  cards,  Easter  with 
lilies  and  ''rabbit  eggs".  May  Day  with  baskets,  Memorial  Day  with 
flags,  Fourth  of  July  with  pyrotechnics,  Halloween  with  pumpkin  faces 
and  masked  party,  and  even  St.  Patrick's  Day  and  All  Fools'  Day  are 
becomingly  recognized.  The  birthdays  of  Lincoln,  and  Washington, 
and  Admission  Day  are  remembered,  and  Thanksgiving  Day  is  always  a 
treat. 

The  children  are  given  impromptu  holidays  by  the  Lodges,  Shrine 
and  Eastern  Star  Chapters,  and  many  visits  of  Grand  Officers,  Lodges, 
or  other  Masonic  Bodies,  are  turned  into  active  occasions  by  something 
novel,  arranged  either  by  the  visitors  or  by  the  children.  It  is  not  prac- 
tical to  mention  all  visitations,  but  those  particularly  pleasant  and  en- 
joyable since  our  last  report  were  as  follows: 

October  3d.  Grand  Master  and  Mr§.  Bledsoe  visited  the  children 
and  sat  at  the  table  with  them  at  supper.  The  children  gave  an  im- 
promptu program  and  Brother  Bledsoe  gave  them  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  and  beneficial  talks  they  ever  heard.  Our  good  Brother  seemed 
inspired  for  the  occasion. 

October  6th.  Harbor  Chapter  No.  174,  O.  E.  S.,  of  San  Pedro, 
visited  the  Home  and  left  a  dozen  very  attractive  single  comforts  for 
the  little  girls'  beds.    The  children  responded  with  a  program. 

October  30th.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Wells  took  part  in  the  Halloween 
party  of  ghosts,  fairies,  imps,  gargoyles,  gnomes,  pumpkin  faces, 
witches,  etc. 
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November  1st.  No  one  is  ever  more  welcomed  among  the  children 
than  Brother  John  Whicher.  Every  child  feels  intimately  acquainted 
with  him.    They  made  this  occasion  pleasant  for  him,  too. 

November  14th.  Golden  West  Commandery  Band  made  their  annual 
visit  to  the  Home  and  played  a  number  of  selections.  This  Band  of 
good  hearted  Masons  has  a  strong  claim  on  the  children,  who  have  not 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  even  the  street  parade  of  a  circus  or  political 
meeting,  where  bands  are  playing.  This  is  a  valued  treat  for  the 
youngsters. 

November  14th.  Brother  William  Henry  Gaynor,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  California,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  and  Brother  Harry  Ascroft, 
Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  visited  the  Home  and  had  dinner 
with  the  children.  Brother  Gaynor  is  no  stranger  to  the  Home,  and  is 
much  interested,  while  Brother  Ascroft  has  been  adopted  by  the  children 
as  their  own.  He  is  always  prepared  with  new  jokes  and  stories  and 
they  would  not  trade  him  for  the  whole  Orpheum  circuit. 

December  12th.  Long  Beach  Chapter  No.  173,  O.  E.  S.,  visited 
the  Home.  This  most  generous  Chapter  and  its  strong  ally,  the  Shrine 
Club  of  Long  Beach,  are  strong  in  heart  and  pocket  for  our  children. 
These  good  ladies  and  brethren  are  thoughtful  the  year  around,  and 
are  always  providing  for  both  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  the  children. 
They  not  only  give  the  sunshine  of  their  presence  and  spirit  to  the 
children,  but  also  fruits,  melons,  etc.,  and  the  big  thirty  pound  bucket 
of  candy  from  the  Shrine  Club  always  comes  along  with  ' '  Pop ' '  Bennett, 
Brother  Cleveland  or  some  other  good  brother.  Each  year  this  Chapter 
has  presented  one  dollar  to  the  personal  account  of  every  child,  which 
starts  a  saving  fund  as  an  inspiration  for  the  child  to  add  to  it.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  are  much  indebted  to  these  representatives  of  Long 
Beach. 

December  19th.  Jasmine  Chapter  No.  145  of  Azusa  always  visits  us 
the  Sunday  before  Christmas.  This  is  positively  ' '  Jasmine  Day ' '.  This 
year  caught  us  just  the  day  after  we  moved  and  in  much  disorder,  and 
our  ' '  Sunday  clothes ' '  not  yet  unpacked.  We  believe  our  visitors  en- 
joyed the  situation  all  the  more,  and  especially  the  fact  that  we  had 
moved  so  close  to  them,  being  now  but  half  a  dozen  miles  from  their  hall. 
They  left  the  usual  big  box  of  home  made  candy  for  each  child  and  gave 
us  liberal  Christmas  greetings.    The  children  responded  with  a  program. 

December  23  rd.  The  Masons  of  Covina  and  their  families  gave  the 
children  a  good  House  warming  in  their  new  temporary  buildings.  It 
was  an  overflow  of  heart  and  soul.  Nothing  could  convince  the  Board 
of  Trustees  more  than  this  meeting  that  they  had  selected  a  truly  Masonic 
neighborhood  where  the  children  were  among  friends.  The  welcome 
was  most  gratifying.  We  believe  all  reading  this  report  would  be 
interested  in  their  program. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


85 


Hymn,  '  ^  Adeste  Fideles  "  Chorus  and  Audience 

Invocation  Eev.  Alfred  Fletcher 

Music  ■  Ukulele  Club 

Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Covina.Eev.  S.  J.  McConnell 

Vocal  Solo   Mrs.  J.  L.  Matthews 

Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  bodies. .  .  .H.  N.  Wells, 

Eminent  Commander  Covina  Commandery  No.  49,  Knights  Templar 

Music   Ukulele  Club 

Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 

 Mrs.  W.  W.  Nash,  Worthy  Matron,  La  Paloma  Chapter 

Vocal  Solo  Miss  Leta  Nash 

Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  schools  

 Prof.  J.  J.  Morgan,  Supervising  Principal 

Eesponse  on  behalf  of  Masonic  Orphans'  Home.  . .  .E.  B.  Spencer,  Trustee 

Hymn,  ''Hark  the  Herald  Angels  Sing"  Chorus  and  Audience 

Exercises  by  children  of  Masonic  Home. 

January  and  February.  Many  interested  in  seeing  the  children  in 
their  temporary  buildings  called.  It  was  a  month  of  continuous  visits. 
Most  of  them  were  highly  pleased  with  the  buildings  and  all  agreed  on 
the  location. 

March  5th.  A  big  day  for  the  children.  Brother  Whicher  called 
with  his  bride.  They  sang  parodies  composed  for  the  occasion,  gave  him 
and  Mrs.  Whicher  a  real  live  welcome,  and  had  the  living  room  and  dining 
room  decorated  in  poppies  and  colors  in  their  honor.  No  one  ever  re- 
ceived ' '  well  wishing ' '  and  ' '  God  speed ' '  with  more  real  sincerity  and 
true  honest  expressions  for  a  life  of  real  joy,  than  these  children  gave 
their  good  friend  and  benefactor,  Brother  John  Whicher.  Mrs.  Whicher 
won  every  heart  when  the  children  visited  the  Fair,  and  this  trip  brought 
her  nearer  and  dearer  to  them. 

March  26th.  University  Lodge  No.  394  always  has  a  ''Home  Day" 
They  attend  in  large  numbers  and  bring  a  "program"  with  them,  con- 
sisting of  talented  members  of  their  families.  This  was  a  very  pleasant 
occasion. 

March  26th.  Brother  Perry  Winslow  Weidner,  while  deeply  inter- 
ested in  our  children,  and  particularly  the  boys,  and  often  visits  them  at 
ball  and  other  diversions  as  an  individual,  made  this  visit  as  Grand 
Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  California.  He  addressed  the  chil- 
dren in  his  big  hearted,  sincere  and  most  interesting  manner,  which 
impressed  the  children  both  of  the  bigness  and  the  goodness  of  the  man. 
The  best  asset  the  children  possess  is  the  friends  they  make  among  the 
big  men  of  the  State  in  the  Fraternity.  Such  visits  are  not  only  pleasant, 
but  of  great  value  to  these  young  active  minds. 

April  15th.  Our  boys  Cadet  Drill  Team  attended  Field  Day  of  the 
Commanderies  of  Southern  California  at  Pasadena  as  the  guests  of 
Pasadena  Commandery  No.  31.    They  were  accorded  many  courtesies. 
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April  24th.  East  Gate  Lodge  No.  290  gave  a  ''Home  Evening"  at 
their  hall  which  was  largely  attended  by  ladies.  Four  of  our  girls  were 
on  this  program  and  an  address  was  given  by  a  member  of  the  Board. 

May  13th.  Al  Malaikah  Shrine,  under  the  direction  of  "Daddy 
Silverwood",  Potentate,  secured  special  cars  and  took  the  children  to 
the  Shrine  picnic  at  Eagle  Rock  Park.  Every  concession,  games,  merry- 
go-round,  pictures,  etc.,  was  given  them.  The  only  thing  short  was  time 
to  take  them  all  in.  They  were  generous  in  their  prizes  for  races,  etc., 
and  our  children  received  special  prizes  of  unusual  merit. 

May  14th.  Visit  of  Brother  Leo  Bruck,  wife  and  friends.  Brother 
Bruck  has  won  the  children  not  only  by  his  deep  interest  which  he  mani- 
fests so  generously  at  times,  but  his  music  stands  to  them  as  a  milestone 
for  them  to  reach,  which  he  modestly  tells  them  is  easy  to  do.  The  chil- 
dren swarm  around  him  at  the  Home  and  keep  him  playing  at  the  piano 
for  hours.  Brother  Bruck  is  only  a  little  older  child  himself,  and  puts  a 
spirit  in  the  game  when  he  is  with  them. 

May  20th.  Corner-stone  laying.  (See  Brother  Whicher's  account 
in  body  of  Trustees'  report.) 

May  21st.  Ellen  Beach  Yaw,  known  to  the  world  as  "Lark  Ellen", 
is  a  neighbor  of  the  children.  This  was  her  first  visit  to  the  Home,  and 
she  gave  them  a  rare  treat  in  many  selections  of  her  own  composition,  and 
'many  by  eminent  composers  suited  to  her  voice. 

June  16th.  Some  of  the  children  assisted  in  a  program  given  by 
Monrovia  Lodge  at  an  open  air  theatre.  The  Lodge  called  for  them  in 
autos  and  brought  them  home.    Monrovia  treated  them  royally. 

June  21st-22d.  One  of  the  big  events  of  the!  year  in  Masonry  was  the 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States,  held 
in  Los  Angeles,  and  of  much  interest  to  the  children.  Masons  of  Los 
Angeles  and  Covina  assembled  in  their  autos  and  took  the  children  in  a 
body  to  witness  the  striking  features  of  this  great  event.  They  provided 
them  with  lunches,  shows,  rides  and  other  treats,  and  made  the  occasion 
one  long  to  be  remembered. 

July  13th,  Grand  Master  Robert  Hewitt  DeWitt,  of  the  Grand 
Council,  and  Grand  Lecturer  Henry  Ascroft,  visited  the  children.  Brother 
DeWitt  gave  them  a  splendid  talk  and  Brother  Ascroft  gave  new  read- 
ings and  stories.  After  a  dinner  with  the  children  Brother  DeWitt  had 
the  boys  around  him  for  an  hour  deeply  interested  in  his  description  of 
the  high  Sierras  of  California  near  his  home, 

July  28th,  Went  to  camp  at  Balboa,  The  camp  life  this  year  was 
most  enjoyable,  and  possessed  many  interesting  features.  The  first  week 
witnessed  a  water  carnival,  with  many  decorations  and  aquatic  features, 
in  which  the  children  participated.  The  canal  on  which  our  camp  is 
located  was  selected  by  a  prominent  Feature  Play  Company  to  represent 
the  river  Ganges  in  India,  and  the  children  had  the  unusual  and  in- 
structive experience  of  seeing  the  full  detail  of  making  an  expensive  film 
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with  some  of  the  leading  performers  of  the  country,  and  over  three 
hundred  others  participating.  The  expense  of  the  camp,  exclusive  of 
maintenance  and  supplies,  is  provided  from  the  Christmas  fund  which  is 
sent  in  by  many  lodges  every  Christmas.  If  these  thoughtful  and  gen- 
erous lodges  could  visit  this  camp  in  a  body  and  witness  the  round  of  real, 
healthy  childish  joy,  they  would  feel  many  times  compensated  for  their 
Christmas  remembrance  aside  from  the  delight  of  Christmas  time.  The 
camp  is  operated  under  self  government.  The  children  nominate  and  elect 
their  officers  at  a  primary  and  general  election^  and  the  work  is  all  done 
by  committees.  Advancement  on  committees  is  made  on  a  thorough  merit 
system,  and  the  entertainment  and  disciplinary  features  excel  manj? 
organizations  composed  of  older  people. 

Many  favors  from  active  and  interested  Masons  have  been  received 
and  enjoyed  the  past  year.  Some  have  inconvenienced  themselves  much 
to  be  of  service. 

Brother  Percy  L.  Nash,  who  first  called  our  attention  to  our  new 
site,  has  been  of  much  assistance  in  arranging  with  all  the  utility  com- 
panies, and  gave  us  valuable  counsel  in  our  farm  work.  His  pleasing 
personality  has  won  the  children  and  we  count  him  one  of  our  fast  friends. 

Our  exceptional  health  record  is  largely  due  to  the  always  timely  and 
willing  attention  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Dunsmoor,  assisted  by  his  wife,  Dr.  Nannie 
Dunsmoor,  and  son,  Dr.  Eobert  Dunsmoor.  Our  reports  have  been  strong 
in  commendation  of  Dr.  Dunsmoor 's  work,  which  grows  with  our  big 
family  each  year. 

A  new  and  valuable  friend  of  the  children  is  Dr.  C.  Deichmiller  of 
Oriental  Lodge,  who  has  given  much  special  attention  to  the  children 's 
teeth.  He  has  examined  every  child's  teeth  and  done  much  work  for 
them.  The  Doctor's  only  compensation  is  the  gratitude  of  the  children, 
and  appreciation  of  the  Fraternity. 

Miss  Dorothy  Lyndall  continues  faithfully  to  give  our  girls  their 
classic  dancing,  although  our  present  quarters  makes  her  work  a  little 
difficult.  Miss  Lyndall 's  work  with  the  girls  is  much  appreciated  by  all 
friends  of  the  Home,  and  particularly  the  girls  benefited  by  her  in- 
struction. 

Miss  Theresa  Costa  with  the  string  instruments,  and  Mrs.  Lela 
Buckham  with  the  piano,  have  brought  out  splendid  results,  particularly 
with  the  beginners. 

Miss  Leta  Nash,  a  popular  and  gifted  songstress  of  Covina,  daughter 
of  Brother  P.  L.  Nash,  has  given  the  children  training  in  chorus  work 
and  has  added  much  to  musical  instructions  of  the  Home. 

Brother  William  Schneider,  of  Silver  Trowel  Lodge,  extends  favors 
every  month  in  the  year  with  generous  treats  and  gifts  of  clothing,  etc. 
At  camp  this  year  he  brought  out  thirty-five  sides  of  lambs  and  bar- 
becued them  for  the  children.  He  also  brought  his  own  dressings  and  a 
big  sack  of  rolls.    The  children  photographed  him  for  their  records,  but 
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the  strongest  impression  of  him  is  photographed  on  their  minds  for  all 
time. 

Brother  William  Kettner  is  a  staunch  friend  of  the  Home.  He  has 
sent  the  children  many  souvenirs  of  our  National  capital  and  has  them 
on  the  mailing  list  of  the  different  departments,  from  which  they  receive 
many  valuable  additions  to  their  library. 


DONATIONS  TO  COVINA  HOME. 
DONOR.  ARTICLES. 

Dr.  ^nd  Mrs.  B.  C.  Davies  Candies,  fruits,  etc.,  many  times. 

F.  E.  Edwards^  S.  F  15  games  ''Yoo-Pla". 

W.  J.  Brenner  Toys,  beads^  etc. 

Clinton  C.  Hyner  53  drawing  books. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  B.  Andreae  Quantities  of  jams  and  jellies. 

Mrs.  Mary  Purcell,  Oakland  Candy  for  all. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jas.  J.  Thomas,  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio  Treats  several  times  a  year. 

Pasadena  Chapter  No.  108  O.  E.  S. .  .  Ice  cream. 
Mrs.  C.  Prochazka  Clothing. 

Henry  S.  Jones  15  doz.  pencils,  29  penholders,  42  auto 

matic  pencils,  18  erasers,  5  compasses 
7  pen  knives,  3  pencil  books,  3  sharp 
eners,  6  large  pencils,  4  doz.  pen  points 
9  Christmas  books,  5  combination  pen 
cils. 

Miss  Lily  M.  Thomas,  Columbus,  O. . .  Treats. 

D.  A.  Munger  Treats  and  pennants. 

E.  Shaw,  Hollister  Candy. 

C.  E.  Boag,  Hollywood  Books. 

Harry  Ascrof t   Candy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Biggs  Homemade  candy. 

Wilshire  Chapter  No.  329  O.  E.  S  Jams  and  jellies. 

E.  E.  Shore,  Lemoore^  Calif  12  boxes  magazines. 

Long  Beach  Chapter  No.  173  O.  E.  S.. $75.00  for  banks,  apples  and  candy. 

Jasmine  Chapter  No.  145  O.  E.  S  Homemade  candy. 

Ladies  of  Shrine  Band  24  ties,  20  hair  ribbons,  10  knit  caps. 

Lucerne  Chapter  No.  127,  Hanford ...  Christmas  present  for  every  child. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Thomas,  Columbus,  ^ 
Ohio   4  volumes  American  Natural  History. 

F.  B.  (Daddy)  Silverwood  Bank  accounts  and  75  boxes  candy. 

Covina  Lodge  No.  334  Sacks  of  nuts  and  candy. 

La  Paloma  Chapter  No.  202  O.  E.  S. .  Sacks  of  candy  and  nuts. 

"William  Schneider   Clothing,  toys,  and  sack  walnuts. 

P.  L.  Nash  Christmas  tree. 
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DONOR.  ARTICLES. 

Los  Angeles  Council  No.  11  Victrola. 

Oroville  Lodge  No.  103  Three  gallons  ripe  olives. 

San  Raphael  Chapter  No.  215  O.  E.  S. .  Toys,  dolls,  games,  etc. 

Watts  and  Wilson  35  sacks  potatoes. 

William  Hoogendyk   Box  of  oranges. 

Charter  Oak  Citrus  Association  Many  boxes  of  oranges. 

Pasadena  Commandery  No.  31  Supplies  from  big  banquet,  bats,  balls, 

mask  and  mitt. 

F.  B.  Comfort,  University  Lodge.  . .  .     Many,  many  favors  and  treats. 
C.  L.  Hulce  Fruits  many  times. 

J.  V.  Eliot  3  sacks  potatoes,  2  sacks  v^^alnuts,  2  sacks 

vegetables,  6  doz.  eggs. 

Hollywood  O.  E.  S.  Constellation.  ...  Comforts  and  16  girls'  gowns. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Dunsmoor  Sterescope  and  100  views. 

Al  Malaikah  Shrine  300  lbs.  chicken,  400  rolls,  3  boxes  celery, 

good  prizes  at  picnic. 

University  Lodge  No.  394  Chocolates. 

Carmi  Wyckoff — 12  years  old  Five  pounds  of  candy. 

Velorus  Wyckoff — 10  years  old  Five  pounds  of  walnuts. 

F.  J.  Hamilton   Treat. 

Mrs.  Brooks,  Pasadena  Treats. 

G.  O.  Dudderar  68  sacks  candy  and  other  favors. 

J.  Todd  Cook  and  wife  10  doz.  large  candy  eggs. 

East  Gate  Lodge  No,  290  Favors  to  many  and  50  boxes  candy. 

Eddie  Maier   5  bats^  2  masks.  Home  plate,  3  bases,  3 

bags  for  bases,  catcher's  glove,  first 
base  glove,  shin  guards,  stomach  pro- 
tectors, finger  mitts,  12  balls. 

Gardena  Chapter  No.  260  O.  E.  S  54  quarts  canned  fruit. 

South  Gate  Lodge  No.  320  Big  banquet  called  off  by  death  of  guest. 

Supplies  given  to  children. 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Brownstein  Clothing,  books,  toys  and  games. 

William  Klusmann   10  lb.  boxes  chocolate  several  times,  also 

melons  at  camp. 

Huntington  Park  O.  E.  S.  Auxiliary.  Made  8  aprons,  9  night  gowns. 

J.  C.  Hutchinson  Files  of  Youth  Companions. 

University  Lodge    Lunch  at  K.  T.  parade. 

J.  S.  Fogel  Passes  to  Republic  Theater. 

Seilig  Zoo   Free  admissions. 

K.  T.  General  Committee  Banquet  supplies. 

Fresno  Commandery   45  boxes  seeded  raisins. 

H.  R.  McLafferty  2  crates  grapes. 

Oron  O.  Davis  Bunch  bananas,  2  boxes  of  gum. 

J.  P.  Greeley  Candy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Reinhart  Admission  to  Theater  Balboa. 
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RESIDENTS  AT  COVINA  HOME. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  children  of  the  Covina  Home, 
the  date  of  their  admission,  their  respective  ages,  the  names  and  numbers 
of  the  Lodges  nominating  them,  and  the  location  of  such  Lodges: 


BOYS  32^  ADULTS  1. 


NAME. 

ADMITTED. 

LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION.  AGE. 

Basenach,  Harry  L.. 

.May  23, 

1916 

La  Parfiate  Union 

17 

San  Francisco.il 

.Mav  21, 

1913 

375 

San  Francisco.il 

Borland,  Eobert  M.. 

.May  21, 

1913 

375 

San  Francisco. 12 

JjlUWll^     ±Xtrl  UCl  t  -Li.. 

.June  15, 

1915 

909 

T  ,r\G     A  Ti  nroloo       T  0 
±JU»    zillgclco  .  .  JLU 

Brown,  Edmund  E.. 

.June  15, 

1915 

202 

Los  Angeles.  .  12 

Caldwell,  George  H. 

.Oct.  20, 

1913 

Board  of  Relief. 

San  Francisco. 10 

Evers,  Emory  V. ... 

May  27, 

1914 

Live  Oak   

61 

Oakland  14 

Fisher,  Harrison  .  . . 

Mar.  8, 

1914 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco.  7 

Fisher,  John  E  

Mar.  8, 

1914 

Presidio   

354 

San  Francisco.  9 

Fisher,  William  D.. 

April  10, 

1915 

354 

San  Francisco. 10 

French,  Ferdinand  . 

April  7, 

1906 

306 

Colton   14 

Gill,  George  Harvey 

.Dec.  14, 

1912 

Highland  Park 

382 

Los  Angeles.  .11 

Howard,  Homer  E. . 

.Feb.  17, 

1913 

.  144 

San  Francisco.  8 

Howard,  Lester  W. . 

.Oct.  1, 

1912 

Oriental   

144 

San  Francisco. 15 

Hyner,  Lewis  

.June  14, 

1912 

Volcano   

56 

Volcano   12 

Lakey,  Myron  .... 

Mar.  1, 

1910 

Gardena   

372 

Gardena   17 

XVXLUJllC^  lltXIll,      VV  111.  V-/. 

-Jan.  29, 

1916 

T  T  T~»l  n  x\  t\ 

419 

TTnl  n  n  rl  Q 
yj  uictiivi     .....  \} 

Neustadt,  Lawrence 

June  20, 

Los  Angeles.  .  11 

Parke,  Stanley  E..  . 

.Feb.  28, 

1916 

Sequoia   

349 

Oakland        ,  ,  9 

Quinton,  Albert   .  .  . 

.Dec.  18, 

1909 

Mission   

169 

San  Francisco.il 

Ramsay,  Frederick  . 

April  19, 

1910 

 14 

Riley,  Jahiel  T 

April  11, 

1911 

41 

Martinez   ....  15 

Robert,  Albert  L 

Aug.  11, 

1913 

56 

Volcano   14 

Raftery,  Earl  A 

April  11, 

1913 

Mizpah   

378 

Los  Angeles.  .  10 

Rice,  James  Peter.. 

.July  2, 

1915 

Golden  Gate  .  . . 

30 

San  F'rancisco.  8 

Nov.  7, 

1915 

394 

Los  Angeles.  .  3 

Tate,  Lawrence  M.. 

Aug.  16, 

1912 

Table  Mountain 

124 

Cherokee   ....  16 

Tilston,  Cecyl  C 

Sept.  23, 

1913 

312 

Los  Banos.  .  .  .15 

Westfall,  John  B..  . 

.Aug.  18, 

1913 

924 

Bakersfield    .  .  11 

Wingate,  James  B..  . 

.Feb.  20, 

1911 

169 

San  Francisco. 16 

Wingate,;T)onaldMcL.Feb.  20, 

1911 

169 

San  Francisco.il 

Aug.  28, 

1913 

370 

San  Francisco. 10 

Bettes,  Adoniram  L. 

.Aug.  17, 

1900 

272 

Pasadena  ....  73 
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GIRLS  24. 


NAME, 

ADMITTED. 

LODGE. 

NO. 

LOCATION. 

AGE. 

Basenach,  Clarice  M.May  23, 

1916 

La  Parfiate 

Union  17 

San  Francisco.  7 

Brown,  Margaret  .  . 

.Jan.  30, 

1910 

Wilmington 

198 

Wilmington 

.  .13 

Buletti,  Margherita 

.Nov.  10, 

1907 

Speranza-Italiana  219 

SanFrancisco.l7 

Borland,  Jessie  G. .. 

.May  21, 

1915 

Richmond 

 375 

San  Francisco.  8 

Fisher,  Ruth  H  

Mar.  8, 

1914 

Presidio    .  . 

 354 

San  Francisco. 12 

Mar.  8, 

1914 

Presidio 

 354 

San  Francisco. 14 

Mar.  8, 

1914 

Presidio 

 354 

San  Francisco.  6 

Ferguson,  Blanche  B 

.June  16, 

1916 

Humboldt  . 

  79 

Eureka    .  .  . 

13 

Ferguson  Esther  M..June  16, 

1916 

Humboldt  , 

  79 

11 

French,  Ismena  .... 

.Dec.  30, 

1903 

 306 

Colton  .... 

16 

Hyner,  Edith  G  

.June  14, 

1908 

Volcano    .  . 

  56 

Volcano  .  .  . 

.16 

Mooneyham,MyrtleM.Jan.  29, 

1916 

Upland    ,  ,  . 

 419 

,15 

Neustadt,  Henrietta 

June  20, 

1914 

 352 

Los  Angeles 

.13 

Pritchard,  Ruth  E.. 

.June  14, 

1915 

 178 

S.  Bernardino. 14 

Riley,  Effie  A.  M.. . 

April  11, 

1911 

Martinez 

  41 

Martinez   .  . 

.12 

April  11, 

1911 

Martinez  . 

 41 

Martinez   .  . 

.  9 

April  19, 

1910 

12 

Robert,  Emily  E 

Aug.  27, 

1910 

56 

.17 

Raf  tery,  Bernice  .  .  . 

.May  11, 

1913 

378 

Los  Angeles 

.  8 

Feb.  25, 

1910 

Agreement  Bd.  Trst. 

.14 

Dec.  5, 

1913 

 378 

Los  Angeles 

.10 

Virgo,  Sadie  V  

Dec.  5, 

1913 

Mizpah 

 378 

Los  Angeles 

.  8 

Virgo,  Winifred  .  .  . 

.Dec.  5, 

1913 

 378 

Los  Angeles 

.  6 

Yeager,  Isabelle  .  . . 

Aug.  30, 

1916 

Inglewood 

 421 

Inglewood  . 

.14 

DEPARTURES  DURING  THE  YEAR  16. 


Andreae,  Frederick   ....Nov.  24,1915  Guardian  appointee  by  court. 

Brown,  Newell   July    6,  1916  Position  in  Los  Angeles. 

Buletti,  Antonio   July  28,1916  Returned  to  Lodge. 

Crego,  William  Hunter.  .June  24,1916  To  live  with  father. 

Crego,  Dorothy  E  June  24,1916  To  live  with  father. 

Lakey,  Dale   Nov.  12,1915  Transferred  to  George  Junior  Republic. 

Pattison,  K.  S.  T  Oct.   17,1915  Withdrawn  by  lodge. 

Pattison,  Francis  H  Oct.   17,1915  Withdrawn  by  lodge. 

Schultz,  Charles  L  Oct.  20,1915  Dismissed. 

Shain,  David  H  Oct.   23,1915  Mother  remarried. 

Siegel,  Nellie   Sept.  11,  1915  Transferred  to  Montana. 

Siegel,  Halcyon   Sept.  11,  1915  Transferred  to  Montana. 

Siegel,  Charles  Robert.  .. Sept.  11,  1915  Transferred  to  Montana. 

Trumbull,  Mary   Nov.  19,1915  Transferred  to  Decoto. 

Westfall,  Grayce  E..,..Sept.   5,1915  Adopted  in  Los  Angeles. 

Westfall,  Louise  E  Sept.  5,1915  Adopted  in  Los  Angeles. 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Endowment  was  pre- 
sented, and  consideration  thereof  was  fixed  for  11  o'clock 
Thursday  morning.    Following  is  the  Report : 

REPORT  OF  ENDOWMENT  COMIVIITTEE,  MASONIC 
HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

We,  members  of  your  Endowment  Committee,  Masonic  Homes  of 
California,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master  at  the  close  of  the  last  Grand 
Lodge,  beg  to  report  that  this  very  important  matter  has  received  our 
most  thoughtful  and  careful  consideration. 

The  results  secured  during  the  year,  while  eminently  satisfactory, 
have  not  been  as  great  as  we  had  hoped,  having  in  view  the  splendid 
object  for  which  we  are  striving. 

The  status  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  as  of  date  July  31,  1916,  is 
as  follows : 

Cash  on  hand  $11,300.38 

Securities   55,387.50 

Total  $66,687.88 

Which  is  a  net  increase  over  last  year  of  more  than  $25,000. 

All  moneys  and  securities  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Throughout  the  year,  a  most  active  and  energetic  campaign  has  been 
carried  on.  This  has  entailed  a  voluminous  correspondence,  but  has 
brought  good  results.  Following  the  custom  previously  established,  a  gen- 
eral letter  was  sent  to  all  individual  Masons  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
under  date  of  March  30^  1916,  and  read  as  follows: 

Endowment  Committee 
Masonic  Homes  of  California 

Letter  No.  3 

My  Dear  Brother:-  "arch  30,  1916. 

Once  more  we  are  calling  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  the 
Endowment  Fund  for  the  support  of  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California, 
consisting  of  our  great  property  at  Decoto,  Alameda  County,  where  our 
old  people  are  domiciled,  and  our  property  at  Covina,  Los  Angeles 
County,  where  our  Orphans'  Home  is  located. 

The  new  dormitory  building  at  Decoto  has  been  finished  and  is  now 
occupied,  and  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  erection  of  the  con- 
crete buildings  for  the  Orphans  Home  at  Covina. 
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Because  of  these  needed  improvements,  and  others  which  will  arise, 
it  is  absolutely  essential  that  a  large  endowment  fund  be  raised  as  early 
as  possible,  in  order  that  the  tax  upon  the  individual  Mason  and  upon 
our  subordinate  lodges  be  reduced  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  From 
the  figures  following,  you  will  note  that  progess  has  been  made. 

Endowment  Fund— July  31^  1914: 


Municipal  and  public  utility  bonds  $37,237.50 

Cash   981.00 

Total  $38,218.50 

Endowment  Fund— July  31,  1915: 

Municipal  and  public  utility  bonds  $39,237.50 

Cash   2,143.70 

Total  $41,381.20 

Endowment  Fund — February  1,  1916: 

Municipal  and  public  utility  bonds  $53,362.50 

Cash   1,162.18 

Total  $54,524.68 


In  a  speech  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Henry  D.  Estabrook,  a  short  time 
ago,  on  ' '  Truth — Business  and  Political, ' '  he  said  among  other  things : 

''Our  Vice-President,  Mr.  Marshall,  occasioned  much  ribald  laughter 
in  some  quarters  because  he  said  in  one  of  his  speeches  that  the  right 
to  inherit  was  not  an  inherent  or  natural  right,  but  was  founded  alto- 
gether on  custom  or  statute,  and  therefore  subject  at  all  times  to  legis- 
lative regulations.  There  is  nothing  in  this  statement  to  laugh  at.  Mr. 
Marshall  uttered  a  truism,  and  I  predict  that  as  this  truth  becomes  more 
generally  recognized,  we  will  witness  a  development  of  the  principle  of 
the  inheritance  tax  that  will  cause  laughter  out  of  the  other  corner  of 
the  mouth.  For  the  state  has  the  power  to  say,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it 
is  not  its  duty  to  say  to  every  man :  Have  your  fling — get  all  the  fun  you 
can  out  of  life— work  not  only  for  your  necessities,  but  for  the  joy  of 
working — gain  what  knowledge  you  can — gain  what  wealth  you  can — 
spend  your  wealth  as  you  please,  or  not  at  all — give  it  away  to  those  you 
love  or  to  those  you  hate — but  know  this:  that  your  dominion  ends  with 
your  life!  All  you  can  hold  in  your  dead^  cold  hand  is  what  you  have 
given  away!  In  other  words,  by  givin  *in  presenti, '  you  may  evade  the 
law  without  cheating  it,  for  the  law  leaves  you  the  alternative.  Give  or 
surrender!  I  am  not  sure,  I  say,  but  what  this  would  be  best  for  the 
state,  for  the  man  himself  while  living,  and  for  all  parties  concerned 
after  he  has  ceased  to  live." 
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Xo  greater  truth  ever  was  spoken  than  is  contained  in  the  excerpt 
above,  and  the  quotation  is  sent  to  our  brethren  with  the  hope  that  when 
they  are  preparing  their  wills,  such  amounts  as  they  feel  they  can  give 
will  be  bequeathed  to  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California.  Ask  your 
lawyer  in  preparing  your  will  to  provide  for  this  bequest. 

Some  of  our  brethren,  among  them  two  residing  at  San  Fernando, 
Los  Angeles  County,  have  taken  out  life  insurance  policies  in  favor  of 
the  Masonic  Homes  of  California,  and  have  forwarded  these  policies  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes,  with  instructions 
that  they  be  notified  when  premiums  are  due. 

Many  of  our  members  could  take  out  such  policies  for  reasonable 
amounts,  making  the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  the  beneficiary,  and 
this  without  any  very  serious  burden,  financially.  Such  a  plan  would 
ultimately  result  in  materially  increasing  our  Endowment  Fund. 

Qne  of  our  very  distinguished  Masons,  an  Inspector  of  a  Masonic 
district,  is  arranging  for  what  is  to  be  known  as  ''Endowment  Day,'' 
one  day  specifically  designated  as  that  upon  which  every  Mason  shall 
contribute  what  he  feels  able  toward  the  Endowment  Fund.  Such  gen- 
eral publicity  not  only  acquaints  the  individual  Mason  with  what  we 
are  trying  to  do,  but  gives  enthusiastic  interest  in  this  splendid  work. 

Another  excellent  suggestion,  made  by  one  of  the  Masonic  brothers 
in  Los  Angeles,  is  that  each  Mason  in  our  jurisdiction  set  aside  ten 
cents  each  week  for  one  year,  to  be  added  to  the  Endowment  Fund.  Such 
a  plan  would  involve  no  real  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  any  one,  and  would 
amount,  in  round  figures,  to  a  very  greatly  increased  Fund,  for  we  have 
over  50,000  Masons  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  the  $260,000  which  the 
working  out  of  such  a  plan  would  add  would  be  of  material  assistance. 

Some  of  our  brethren  also  are  sending  us  small  cash  donations,  all 
of  which  are  very  thankfully  received. 

While  the  work  of  the  Endowment  Committee  has  progressed  very 
satisfactorily,  if  all  of  our  brethren  could  appreciate  the  great  good 
that  would  be  accomplished  by  bringing  this  Fund  to  such  a  figure  that 
the  income  therefrom  would  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  these  splendid 
Masonic  charities,  our  Fraternity  would  be  a  much  greater  factor  in 
the  world 's  welfare  than  is  possible  now. 

Eeflect  upon  the  suggestions  that  have  been  offered,  write  us  what 
you  think  of  them,  and  give  us  any  other  ideas  which  you  believe  would 
help  in  the  creation  of  an  adequate  Endowment  Fund. 

Fraternally  yours 

(Signed  by  the  Committee) 


At  the  suggestion  of  Brother  George  F.  Eodden,  Inspector  of  the 
35th  Masonic  district,  who  had  given  the  matter  very  careful  thought, 
it  was  decided  to  hold  an  annual  endowment  Day,  until  our  Fund  shall 
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reach  an  amount  of  sufficient  size,  the  income  from  which  will  support 
our  Home. 

Thanksgiving  Day,  November  30,  1916,  was  decided  upon  as  En- 
dowment Day  for  this  year,  and  through  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary form  letters  are  being  supplied  to  the  master  of  each  lodge,  to  be 
mailed  by  him  to  every  one  of  his  members,  advising  them  fully  of 
our  purpose  and  urging  their  support.    The  letter  is  as  follows: 

ENDOV^^MENT  DAY 

For  the 

MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA 
THANKSGIVING  DAY,  NOVEMBER  30,  1916 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

Disregarding  all  other  considerations,  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  of 
California  fulfills  the  purpose  of  its  being,  by  the  tender  care  and  pro- 
tection extended  to  its  needy  old  at  the  Masonic  Home  at  Decoto  and 
the  dependent  young  at  Covina. 

But,  glorious  as  the  work  is,  and  approved  by  the  Most  High  as  it 
must  be,  it  is  accomplished  only  after  the  imposition  of  a  per  capita 
tax  upon  the  subordinate  lodges  which  many  of  them  find  difficulty  in 
meeting,  and  which  must  result,  in  many  cases,  in  financial  compli- 
cations. 

Our  ow^n  lodge,  for  instance,  at  the  tax  rate  of  $1.50  per  member, 
is  called  upon  to  remit  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  these  Homes 

approximately  $  ,  which  amount,  added  to  the  90  cents  per  capita 

for  Grand  Lodge  dues,  makes  no  inconsiderable  sum. 

Eecognizing  these  facts,  the  Grand  Lodge  some  years  ago  appointed 
an  Endowment  Committee,  with  the  purpose  of  raising  an  Endowment 
Fund  of  $1,000,000,  from  the  earnings  of  which  the  Homes  could  be 
maintained,  and  as  a  result  of  which  the  subordinate  lodges  would  be 
relieved  from  all  further  taxation. 

With  the  idea  of  assisting  the  Endowment  Committee  so  far„  as 
possible,  a  plan  was  evolved  by  Brother  George  F.  Rodden,  Inspector  of 
the  35th  Masonic  district,  which,  submitted  to  the  Grand  Master,  Chair- 
man of  the  Endowment  Committee,  and  many  other  wise  and  experienced 
leaders,  has  met  with  hearty  approval  and  support. 

The  plan  simply  contemplates  the  cooperative  assistance  of  our 
sixty  thousand  brethren.  It  provides  that  once  each  year  the  Grand 
Master  shall  specify  a  day,  to  be  known  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
as  Endowment  Day",  when  it  is  expected  that  each  Mason  will  con- 
tribute toward  the  Fund  whatsoever  his  means  will  permit. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  even  so  small  a  sum  as  one  dollar  from 
each  one  of  us  added  to  the  many  contributions  from  other  sources 
will  soon  bring  about  the  happy  result. 
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Every  lodge  must  do  its  part,  and  every  Mason  his  share.  Thanks- 
giving Day,  November  30,  has  been  designated  Endowment  Day", 
and  I  am  convinced  that  your  appreciation  of  the  tremendous  im- 
portance of  this  movement,  together  with  your  love  of  and  pride  in 
the  craft,  will  prompt  a  ready  and  generous  response  at  that  time. 

Subscriptions  may  be  made  through  the  Secretary,  Brother 
 ,  whose  address  is  

Don't  fail  to  have  your  subscription  in  the  hands  of  your  secre- 
tary on  or  before  Thanksgiving  Day.   It's  a  good  plan  to  ^'do  it  now'' 

Yours  fraternally. 

Worshipful  Master. 

Enclosed  with  this  form  letter  is  a  subscription  blank  which  reads: 

ENDOW^MENT  DAY 

for  the 

MASONIC  HOMES  OF  CALIFORNIA 
THANKSGIVING  DAY  NOVEMBER  30,  1916. 

Bro  ,  Secretary, 

 Lodge  No  F.  &  A.  M., 


Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

Enclosed  herewith  I  hand  you   for  $  , 

my  contribution  toward  Endowment  Day,  Thanksgiving,  Thursday,  No- 
vember 30^  1916. 

Name   

Address   

In  addition,  that  no  Brother  of  our  Fraternity  shall  overlook  En- 
dowment Day,  a  post  card  reminder  is  to  be  mailed  on  November  16, 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  the  project,  in  the  following  words: 

JUST  A  REMINDER 

November  16,  1916. 
THANKSGIVING  DAY,  Thursday,  November  30,  will  be  EN- 
DOWMENT  DAY^   for   the  purpose   of  raising  one   million  dollars 
($1,000,000.00),  the  income  of  which  will  be  used  to  support  the  Masonic 
Homes  of  California. 

HAVE  YOU  MADE  YOUR  CONTRIBUTION?    If  not,  please  do 

so  at  once,  forwarding  same  to  our  Secretary,  Bro  , 

whose  address  is  

Fraternally, 

Worshipful  Master. 
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The  enthusiastic  support  of  every  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is 
needed  for  the  success  of  Endowment  Day,  so  that  on  next  Thanksgiving 
Day  the  Fund  will  be  very  materially  increased.  The  plan  is  one  which 
should  have  the  hearty  approval  and  earnest  cooperation  of  every  brother 
of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  for  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  Endowment 
Day  can  be  made  a  complete  success. 

It  is  again  suggested  and  recommended  that  all  attorneys,  members 
of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  be  urged  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the 
Masonic  Homes  of  California  in  the  preparation  of  wills  of  members  of 
the  Fraternity  who  are  well  endowed  with  this  world 's  goods.  Quite  a 
number  of  our  attorney  brethren  have  cooperated  in  this  way,  but  there 
are  many  who  have  not  thought  of  this  important  phase  of  the  work. 
The  question  of  brethren  taking  out  life  insurance  policies  in  favor  of 
the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  is  receiving  more  and  more  attention. 
In  all  of  these  ways  we  are  making  progress,  and  as  the  years  roll 
on,  the  Endowment  Fund  will  be  something  of  which  every  Mason  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  will  be  extremely  proud. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 
Motley  H.  Flint,  Chairman,  Los  Angeles, 
Samuel  E.  Burke,  Los  Angeles, 
Clayton  F.  Draper,  Kingsburg, 
George  M.  Ferine,  San  Jose, 
Benjamin  B.  Tuttle,  Davis, 
Frank  K.  Towne,  Kedwood  City, 
Frederick  W.  Clough,  Angels  Camp, 
Frederick  B.  Nichols,  McCloud, 
Joseph  D.  Pillsbury,  Dinuba, 
Endowment  Committee,  Masonic  Homes  of  California. 


The  Grand  Lecturer  then  read  his  Annual  Report,  as 
follows: 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  LECTURER. 

To  the  M.\  W .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Once  more  have  we  assembled  in  Annual  Communication  to  give 
an  account  of  our  duties  performed  during  the  year.  We  thank  the 
Great  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  bountiful  prosperity  our  beloved  Fra- 
ternity has  enjoyed,  as  the  'increase  of  membership  and  the  number  of 
new  Lodges  indicate. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Districts  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  State,  and  have  held  schools  of  instruction,  both  day  and  night 
sessions,  which  were  well  attended  by  the  officers  and  members,  all 
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anxious  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  ritual.  I  have  also  given  much  in- 
struction in  my  office  to  Inspectors,  officers  and  members,  and  I  am  at 
all  times  ready  and  willing  to  instruct  the  brethren  when  requested,  I 
did  not,  however,  visit  the  two  Lodges  composing  the  11th  Masonic  Dis-. 
trict,  located  in  Mono  county,  the  officers  of  these  Lodges  being  so  scat- 
tered, except  during  the  winter  months,  that  it  is  impossible  to  get 
them  together  for  instruction. 

The  Lodges  generally  have  had  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
petitions,  which  would  indicate  the  general  prosperity  existing  through- 
out the  jurisdiction  from  a  financial  standpoint.  Many  Lodges  are  build- 
ing new  Temples,  which  add  in  a  great  measure  to  the  interest  of  the 
officers  and  members, 

I  have  received  reports  from  all  the  Inspectors,  and  they  report 
the  Lodges  under  their  supervision  to  be  generally  prosperous,  and  con- 
forming to  the  ritual  and  floor  work  as  taught  by  the  Grand  Lodge; 
many  of  these  reports  showing  in  detail  the  average  attendance  at  stated 
and  special  meetings  as  well  as  giving  a  complete  financial  statement  of 
the  Lodges  in  their  Districts,  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  in  these  reports 
the  great  increase  of  candidates  who  are  learning  and  in  open  Lodge 
are  passing  examinations  in  the  Candidate 's  lecture  of  the  Third  degree, 
and  receiving  therefor  a  Grand  Lodge  diploma  certifying  to  their  profi- 
ciency. Several  of  the  Inspectors  suggest  that  this  lecture  by  made 
compulsory,  many  jurisdictions  making  this  obligatory.  Personally,  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  in  this  State,  as  the  Lodges  are  so  generally 
taking  this  up  now  by  merely  suggesting  to  the  candidates  that  they 
learn  the  lecture,  that  the  purpose  thereof  is  accomplished  without  the 
necessity  of  a  Constitutional  requirement. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  accompany  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  on  many  of  his  visits.  These  visits  are  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  Lodges,  and  do  much  good,  by  stimulating  new  interest  in  the  Lodges 
and  among  the  brethren,  making  us  all  better  and  better  Masons  for 
having  heard  the  beautiful  sentiments  expressed,  and  by  coming  in  con- 
tact with  such  an  exemplary  character.  The  fraternity  regrets  as  well 
as  he  that  his  health  would  not  permit  of  the  visits  to  the  Lodges  which 
he  had  anticipated. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Inspectors 
and  brethren  for  their  courtesies  and  assistance,  which  has  not  only 
made  my  duties  pleasant,  but  the  performance  much  more  satisfactory 
and  beneficial.  The  efficient  work  of  the  Inspectors  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended,  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  maintaining  and  effectually 
raising  the  standard  of  the  work  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  which  can- 
not be  gainsaid,  has  greatly  improved. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Very  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary 
for  his  ever  ready  and  willing  counsel  at  all  times,  and  also  for  many 
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courtesies  extended  to  me  in  his  office,  which  has  been  of  material  help 
in  my  work. 

The  Schools  of  Instruction  for  the  benefit  of  the  Inspectors  and 
Brethren  in  attendance  at  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  October  8th  and 
9th.  These  schools  were  well  attended  by  the  Inspectors  and  brethren, 
all  manifesting  a  keen  desire  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  ritual  and 
floorwork. 

■  On  Wednesday  evening,  October  11th,  the  third  degree  will  be 
exemplified  by  brethren  of  Redwood  City  Lodge  No.  168,  for  Starr  King 
Lodge  No.  344,  on  a  candidate  to  be  furnished  by  Presidio  Lodge  No. 
354,  of  this  City. 

On  Thursday  evening,  October  12th,  the  officers  of  Occidental  Lodge 
No.  22  will  exemplify  the  first  degree.  These  Lodges  will  endeavor  to 
exemplify  the  work  as  near  letter  perfect  as  it  is  possible,  and  I  am 
sure  the  brethren  will  not  only  be  pleased,  but  materially  benefited,  by 
witnessing  the  conferring  of  these  degrees. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  favor  of  the  plan  suggested  by  the 
Endowment  Committee,  and  recommended  by  the  Grand  Master,  for 
the  raising  of  a  fund  sufficient  to  maintain  the  Homes,  and  which  ulti- 
mately will  mean  the  elimination  of  the  per  capita  tax  now  necessary  to 
levy.  I  believe  this  will  meet  with  much  favor  among  the  brethren  and 
Lodges. 

Lodges  of  instruction  have  been  held  at  the  following  places  and 
times : 
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San  Francisco 
Richmond  .  . . 
Oakland  .... 

Adin   

Alturas   

Orland   

McCloud   

Gridley   

Chico   

Arbuckle    .  .  . 

Colusa   

Woodland 


November  13-14 
.  .  .November  18 
.  .  .  November  19 
.  .  .  November  20 
. .  .  November  21 
.  .  .  November  22 


October  16-17 


.  .  .October  31 
.  November  5 
November  6-7 
.November  10 


October  28 


Winters  .  . 
Guerneville 
Healdsburg 
Santa  Rosa 
Benicia  .  .  . 
Dixon  .... 
Sonoma  .  .  . 
Petaluma  . 
Cherokee  .  . 
Sacramento 

Dixon  

San  Jose  .  . 


December  19-27 
.  .  .December  28 
.  .  .December  30 


November  23 
November  26 
November  27 
November  28 
November  29 
November  30 
.December  11 
.December  12 
.December  18 
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Benicia 


January  2  Stockton  .  . 
January    4     Santa  Rosa 


January  10 
January  11 
January  12 
January  13 
January  14 


Rio  Vista 
Suisun   .  . 


January    6  Auburn 
January    7     Penryn  . 
January    8  Roseville 


Woodland 
Crockett  . 
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27 
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3 

 May 
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Monterey   

 May 

8 

 May 
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King  City   

 May 

10 

Paso  Robles  

 May 

11 

12 

Santa  Maria   

 May 

13 

Lompoc   

 May 

14 

Santa  Barbara 

 May 

15 

Oxnard   

 May 

16 

Santa  Paula   

 Mav 

17 

Los  Angeles  

 May 

18 

 May 

21 
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Kio  Vista  May 

Lincoln   May 

Folsom   May 

Placerville   May 

Angels  Camp  May 

Sonora   May 

Tuolumne   May 

Willows   June 

Corning   June 

Orland   June 

Bedding   June 

Kennett   June 

Anderson   June 

Dunsmuir   J  une 

Yreka   June 

Sisson  June 

Centerville  June 

Brentwood  June 

Martinez   June 

Los  Banos  June 

Kerman   June 

Selma   June 

Tehachapi   June 

Independence   June 

Bishop   June 

Big  Pine   June 

Dutch  Flat   June 

Sierra  ville   July 

Beckwith   July 

Truckee   July 

Oakland   July 

Areata   July 

Fortuna   July 

Ferndale  July 

Eureka   July 

Livermore   July 


Mill  Valley   July  31 

Alameda   August  1 

Vallejo   August  6-9 

Richmond   August  8 

Cloverdale   August  14 

Fort  Bragg  August  15 

Mendocino  August  16 

Point  Arena   August  17 

Smartsville   August  19 

Hammonton   August  20 

Quincy   August  21 

Greenville   August  22 

Merced  August  25 

Mariposa   August  26 

Grass  Valley  August  29 

Nevada  City  August  30 

Camptonville  August  31 

Alleghan}^   September  1 

Sierra  City   September  2 

Downieville   September  3 

Redwood  City   September  8 

Sonoma   September  11 

Pinole   September  12 

Lower  Lake  September  15 

Lakeport  September  16-17 

Healdsburg   September  18 

Ukiah   September  19 

Sebastopol   September  20 

Windsor   September  21 

San  Francisco   September  22 

Mountain  View  September  24 

Antioch   September  29 

xVuburn   October  2 

Sacramento   October  3 

San  Francisco   October  8-9 


Thanking  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  brethren  for  the  honor  and  confi- 
dence they  have  reposed  in  me  as  their  Grand  Lecturer,  I  herewith  submit 
my  Annual  Report. 

Thomas  J.  Baker, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

Referred  to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Brothers 
Arbogast,  Adriance  and  Schmidlin. 
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BOARDS  OF  RELIEF. 


The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  reports  of  the  several 
Boards  of  Relief,  all  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 


To  the  M.'.  JV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

We,  hereby  present  the  following  report  for  the  year  beginning 
August  24,  1915,  and  ending  August  28,  1916,  both  dates  inclusive: 

The  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  nothing  unusual,  and  the 
amount  expended  for  relief  about  the  same  as  the  average  year,  and 
there  is  very  little  upon  which  we  can  comment.  We  have  been  given 
assistance  at  all  times  by  a  great  many  Brethren  of  the  Fraternity  on 
whom  we  called  upon  various  matters,  and  have  always  found  a  ready 
response  and  willingness  to  co-operate  on  all  occasions. 

We  find  the  Fraternity  at  large  very  willing  and  anxious  to  do 
something  for  the  great  Brotherhood,  and  believe  that  it  is  only  from 
lack  of  opportunity  that  a  more  active  part  is  not  taken  by  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Lodges. 

We  particularly  desire  to  thank  the  following  Brethren  who  have! 
assisted  us  at  all  times  with  their  professional  skill  and  ability,  and 
their  only  compensation  has  been  the  thanks  of  those  benefitted  thereby. 
It  must  be  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  them  to  know  the  immense 
amount  of  good  that  they  have  done  during  the  year,  from  which  came 
no  glory  and  no  publicity.  It  is  such  work  as  these  men  are  doing  that 
we  may  call  true  Masonic  Charity.    We  refer  to: 

Doctors  Winslow  Anderson,  H.  I.  Bloch,  J.  C.  Egeberg,  D.  E.  F. 
Easton,  George  C.  H.  Franklin,  Otto  Freyermuth,  A.  S.  Green,  William 
P.  Read,  Jacob  Schwartz,  George  A.  Wood,  Wilhelm  Waldeyer,  and 
A.  W.  L.  Zillmer. 

We  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Masters  of  the  various 
Lodges  to  the  fact  that  the  membership  should  be  instructed  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  actual  management  and  work  of  the  Lodge.  The 
amount  of  ignorance  on  this  subject  leads  to  a  great  many  misunder- 
standings by  the  public  in  general,  and  by  families  of  deceased  Breth- 
ren.   A  little  instruction  will  make  better  Masons  and  better  men. 


BOARD  OF  RELIEF  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand  August  24,  1915 


$  8,555.59 


Refunds — California  Jurisdictions   $  2,916.76 

Refunds — Other  Jurisdictions  in  United  States.  .  6^325.91 

Refunds — Foreign  Jurisdictions    321.00 

Refunds — Grand  Lodge    2,635.48 


TOTAL  REFUNDS 


$12,199.15 
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Assessments — City  Lodges   $  3,527.00 

Interest  on  bonds    510.00 

Interest  on  deposits    279.89 

Old  bank  balance    16.60  4,333.49 


TOTAL  CASH  AVAILABLE    $25,088.23 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Relief — California  Jurisdiction   $3,790.61 

Belief— Other  Jurisdictions  in  U.  S...  9,556.29 

Relief — Foreign  Jurisdictions    1,659.56 

Relief— Unknown  Lodge    360.00 

Relief— Demitted  Members    957.30 

TOTAL  RELIEF    $16,323.76 

Expense — Salaries  and  labor   $2,080.00 

Expense — Office  supplies,  etc   307.22 

Expense— Rent    360.00 

Expense — Telephone    97.92 

Expense — Telegrams    18.22 

TOTAL  EXPENSE    2,863.36 

Donations  to  Employment  Bureau   820.00  20,007.12 


Balance  on  hand  August  28,  1916   $  5,081.11 

ASSESSMENTS  ON   CITY  LODGES. 

California  No.  1  $  203.50 

La  Parfait  Union  No.  17    62.50 

Occidental  No.  22    197.15 

Golden  Gate  No.  30    191.10 

Mt.  Moriah  No.  44   127.40 

Fidelity  No.  120   194.80 

Hermann  No.  127   '   72.00 

Pacific  No.  136    234.35 

Crockett  No.  139    153.55 

Oriental  No.  144    127.30 

Excelsior  No.  166   138.55 

Mission  No.  169    315.40 

South  San  Francisco  No.  212    69.20 

Doric  No.  216   172.70 

Speranza  Italiana  No.  219    71.55 

San  Mateo  No.  226    52.55 

King  Solomon's  No.  260    176.40 
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Starr  King  No.  344    103.00 

Presidio  No.  354    106.40 

San  Francisco  No.  360    84.90 

Amity  No.  370    111.15 

Jewel  No.  374    31.75 

Eichmond  No.  375    107.45 

Parnassus  No.  388    98.80 

Balder  No.  393    69.20 

Burlingame  No,  400    51.10 

Fairmount  No.  435   110.45 

Park  No.  449    49.05 

Bethlehem  No.  453    18.90 

Golden  West  No.  455    24.75 


Total   $3,527.00 

EECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  CLASSIFIED  BY 
JLTRISDICTIONS. 


UNITED 

STATES. 

Eeceived  from 

J)isl)urs6- 

Jurisdiction — 

Individuals. 

Lodges. 

Total. 

ments. 

.$   

$  50.00 

$  50.00 

$  50.00 

25.00 

Arkansas   

35.00 

35.00 

165.00 

17.00 

95.00 

112.00 

95.00 

353.15 

District  of  Columbia 

.  100.00 

247.61 

347.61 

385.36 

330.00 

350.75 

350.75 

497.50 

90.75 

295.00 

385.75 

349.50 

12.00 

161.60 

173.60 

178.60 

110.00 

110.00 

132.75 

.  105.00 

105.00 

102.50 

251.70 

131.00 

131.00 

156.65 

15.00 

15.00 

215.67 

129.68 

31.82 

161.50 

646.90 

25.00 

25.00 

255.00 

26.29 

93.29 

119.58 

113.58 

20.00 

418.70 

438.70 

502.65 

65.25 

156.50 

221.75 

337.51 

Mississippi   

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

45.00 

45.00 

55.00 

New  Hampshire  .... 

254.00 
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30.00 
5.00 
215.85 

472.80 

502.80 
5.00 
1,25d.d0 

1,040.75 

Ohio   

83.15 

193.95 

277.10 

40.00 

110.70 

150.70 

40.00 

35.00 

75.00 

Philippine  Islands  .  . . 

oo  An 
^O.OO 

o  /  .dU 

DA  fJA 

10.00' 

50.00 

60.00 

South  Dakota  ....... 

5.00  . 

5.00 

15.00 

55.00 

70.00 

Vermont   

253.84 

567.93 

821.77 

627.80 
5.00 
1,349.75 
30.00 
487.10 
1.00 
92.00 
60.00 
97.60 
10.00 


55.00 
10.00 
2.00 
1,085.92 

Wisconsin        16.00 

Wyoming   189.10  189.10  189.10 


Total   $1,306.81       $5,039.10       $6,325.91       $  9,556.29 

California    155.00         2,741.76         2,916.76  3,790.61 


Total  U.  S  $1,461.81  $7,780.86  $9,242.67  $13,346.90 

FOREIGN. 

Eeceived  from  Eeceived  Dishurse- 

Jurisdiction —        Individuals.  Lodges.  Total.  ments. 

Alberta        10.00 

Australia         5.00 

British  Columbia   30.00  30.00  30.00 

Canada   75.00  75.00  179.90 

England        25.4i0 

Mexico        110.00 

New  Brunswick       362.41 

Ontario     .  .    10.00 

Scotland                          216.00  216.00  589.25 

Saskatchewan       337.60 


Total    $216.00         $105.00         $321.00  $1,659.56 

DIMITTED. 

California    $648.30 

Michigan    189.00 

Nova  Scotia    120.00 


Total    $957.30 

Lodge  unknown     360.00 
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During  the  year  the  following  have  been  buried  with  Masonic  honors 
or  their  remains  shipped  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  families: 
1915 

Aug. 28  Mrs.  Marietta  M.  Marshall. Tyrian  No.  86  Mazeppa,  Minn. 

30  Elmer  E.  Troxell  St.  Cecile  No.  568  New  York,  N.  Y. 

30  John  W.  Cameron  Montezuma  No.  30  Goldfield,  Nev. 

Sept.  4  Augustus  C.  Parlin  ..Hoffman  No.  412  Middletown,  N.  Y. 

8  Arthur  Harrison   Hawaiian  No.  21  Honolulu,  T.  H. 

28  James  Henderson  Ashley.  .Texas  No.  46  San  Juan,  Cal. 

30  Douglas  Young   St.  John's  No.  9  Seattle,  Wash. 

Oct.  10  Edward  G.  Carson  Oriental  No.  87  Denver,  Colo. 

28  Joseph  Samuels  Amador  No.  65  Jackson,  Cal. 

Nov.  8  Theodore  Bacigalupi   Olive  Branch  No.  269 .. .  Tulare,  Cal. 

8  Louis  Schloss  St.  John's  No.  20  Columbus,  Ind. 

18  Mrs.  E.  Brugiere  Live  Oak  No.  61  Oakland,  Cal. 

22  Theophilus  KefferWittich. Pickaway  No.  23  Circleville,  O. 

Dec.    8  Frank  Alexander  Gamble. Vacaville  No.  134  Vaeaville,  Cal, 

9  Bernard  L.  Schwarz  Kansas  City  No.  220.  .  .  .Kansas  City,  Mo. 

30  John  L.  M.  Shetterley  Token  No.  304  Stuart,  Iowa. 

31  Charles  Erskine  Parcell.  .. Mountain  View  No.  194. Mt.  View,  Cal. 
1916 

Jan.  4  Elko  Bernadus  Dykhuizen.  Tippecanoe  No.  492  La  Fayette,  Ind. 

Feb.   1  Noah  T,  Morgan  Evanston  No.  4  Evanston,  Wyo. 

29  Thomas  Clay  Benjamin.  .  .San  Pedro  No.  332  San  Pedro,  Cal. 

Mar.  12  Morris  Schwartz   Franklin  No.  447  New  York,  N.  Y. 

30  Felix  Leavick  Platte  Valley  No.  32  No.  Platte,  Nebr. 

Apr.   4  Peter  Daniel  Martin  Eureka  No.  16  Auburn,  Cal. 

8  John  E.  Griffiths  Mahoney  City  No.  387.  .Mahoney  City,  Pa. 

15  Edward  Stone   Tonopah  No.  28  Tonopah,  Nev. 

26  James  Maugham  Clinton  No.  47  Massilon,  Ohio. 

May  5  Caroline  A.  McLean  Warren  No.  51  Portland,  Conn. 

25  William  Baronclift  MartlinErie  No.  161  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

25  Lucius  William  Beardslee. St.  John's  No.  9  Seattle,  Wash. 

June  7  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Haley  Benj.  B.  French  No.  15. Washington,  D.  C. 

13  Henry  Disque  Eureka  No.  16  Auburn,  Cal. 

20  John  Tuohy   Visalia  No.  128  Visalia,  Cal. 

24  John  Valentine   Pen  tucket   Lowell,  Mass. 

26  Kichard  Constant  Rankin .  Eockland  No.  89  Rockland,  Me. 

July  11  James  H.  Oswald  San  Jacinto  No.  338.... San  Jacinto,  Cal. 

29  Thomas  Henry  Turnbull ..  Arcana  No.  87  Seattle,  Wash. 

30  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Sproat.  . .  .Kinistino  No.  1  Prince  Albert,  Sask. 

Aug.  18  Marcus  Weinberger   Suisun  No.  55  Suisun,  Cal. 

26  August  Lawrence  Simondi .  Wasatch  No.  1  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Fraternally  submitted, 
John  B.  Wuersching,  Leo  Bruck, 

Chairman.  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MASONIC  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  Officers  of  the  Masonic  Employment  Bureau  hereby  present  the 
annual  report  of  their  labors  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1916,  for 
your  kind  consideration  and  perusal. 

We  desire  to  express  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Members  of 
the  Fraternity  who  have  so  ably  assisted  us  during  the  year  to  obtain 
employment  for  a  great  many  worthy  Masons  and  their  families,  thereby 
relieving  Lodges  of  the  expenditure  of  unnecessary  relief,  and  allowing 
them  to  retain  their  self  respect  rather  than  become  objects  of  Charity. 

Although  the  Bureau  has  been  hampered  somewhat  in  its  work  by 
the  lamentable  illness  of  our  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Mitchell,  who  has  so 
ably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  Secretary  until  this  summer  when  he  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  and  it  became  necessary  to  fill  the  office  tem- 
porarily until  such  a  time  that  he  has  recovered,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
be  able  to  report  that  according  to  all  indications  this  desirable  end 
will  not  be  far  distant. 

Under  these  conditions,  we  thing  the  work  accomplished  is  phenom- 
enal, and  we  again  wish  to  commend  the  good  Brethren  who  keep  us  in 
mind,  and  who  make  this  success  possible,  and  say  to  the  ''KEEP  UP 
THE  GOOD  WORK". 

Fraternally  yours, 

Arthur  Joel, 

J.  W.  Felt,  President. 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

Placed  in  positions,  male   1,169 

Placed  in  positions,  female   162 


1,331 


RECEIPTS. 

Golden  Gate  Commandery  K.  T.  No.  16 . . ;  

.  .  120.00 

San  Francisco  Commandery  K.  T.  No.  41  

San  Francisco  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1  

California  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  10  

. .  120.00 

San  Francisco  Chapter  No.  1^  R.  A.  M  

50.00 

California  Chapter  No.  3^  R.  A.  M  

.  .  110.00 

Mission  Chapter  No.  79,      A.  M  

. .  120.00 

Islam  Temple  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  Shrine  

San  Francisco  Pyramid  No.  1^  A.  E.  0.  Sciots.  . .  . 

60.00 

$2,015.32 


108 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Salaries   $1,320.00 

Eent    180.00 

Printing    10.00 

Telephone    120,00 

Carfare,  stationery,  postage,  etc   86.15 

  1,716.15 


Balance  on  hand  September  1   $  299.17 


MASONIC  BOARD  OF  RELIEF  OF  LOS  ANGELES. 
To  the  M.'.  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  herewith 
presents  the  following  report  of  its  labors  from  September  1,  1915,  to 
August  31,  1916. 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Relief  is  composed  of  the  Masters  (ex-offieio) 
of  the  26  Blue  Lodges  of  this  city  and  two  members  appointed  by  him, 
together  with  the  Past  Grand  Masters  residing  within  the  City  of  Los 
Angeles,  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  Masonic  Districts  of  Los  Angeles 
City,  one  representative  from  each  of  the  several  Royal  Arch  Chapters, 
the  Council,  the  Commanderies,  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  and  the  Shrine, 
the  manager  of  the  Masonic  Employment  Bureau,  and  one  Past  Worthy 
Matron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

The  conditions  for  the  year  1915-16  are  very  much  as  they  have 
been  during  the  last  two  years,  only  more  intensified  by  the  prevailing 
conditions  existing  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

The  cost  of  living  has  increased  in  proportion  to  the  depreciation 
of  business.  The  number  of  unemployed  Masons  has  also  increased,  and 
in  desperation  these  Brothers  have  really  become  ''rovers" — going  from 
place  to  place  seeking  employment.  These  men  ask  for  only  $2.50  to 
$5.00,  which  seems  too  small  an  amount  to  ask  a  sister  jurisdiction  for 
reimbursement,  and  also  it  is  too  small  an  amount  to  refuse  to  contribute 
when  the  appeal  seems  meritorious. 

We  are  sorry  to  note  an  increased  number  of  wife-deserters  and 
abandonment  of  children.  These  wives  and  children  must  be  aided, — at 
least  temporarily.  This  may  not  be  in  conformity  with  the  Strict  Letter 
of  the  Masonic  Law,  but  we  believe  it  is  carrying  out  the  broad  principle 
of  Masonic  Charity. 

INVALIDS. 

Brethren : 

Please  observe  the  following  paragraph: 

This  is  no  place  for  a  really  sick  man  unless  he  has  plenty  of  means 
and  is  willing  to  part  with  his  money.    He  can't  live  on  climate  alone, 
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and  before  any  of  the  corporations  will  employ  him,  he  must  pass  a 
severe  physical  examination.  The  examining  physician  does  his  work 
thoroughly  and  gives  the  corporation  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  A  man 
over  forty  of  age  has  very  little  show  for  any  position. 

MASONIC  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 
Our  Masonic  Employment  Bureau  is  doing  a  great  work.    The  mana- 
ger reports  the  number  of  applications  during  the  year: 

APPLICATIONS. 

1915  1916 


Men    1112  1085 

Women    286  620 

Total  applications    1398  1705 

Positions  filled. 

1915  1916 

Men   687  771 

Women    116  137 

Total  positions  filled   803  908 


applications  cancelled. 
Nineteen  applications  cancelled  during  the  year  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons. 

Six  applications  cancelled  for  placing  their  various  labor  unions  be- 
fore Masonry  and  refusing  good  paying  positions. 

Six  applications  cancelled  for  refusing  good  paying  positions  be- 
cause they  were  out  of  the  city. 

Three  applications  cancelled  for  drunkenness. 

Four  applications  cancelled  for  failing  to  report  for  duty  after  posi- 
tions were  secured. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  ending  August  31,  1916,  the  following  92  Masons 
or  members  of  their  families  have  passed  to  their  final  reward,  and  their 
remains  have  been  given  burial  with  Masonic  honors,  or  shipped  according 
to  the  wishes  of  the  families,  viz. : 


NAME. 

LODGE  AND 

NO. 

LOCATION. 

DATE  OF  DEATH. 

Alonzo  Shaw 

Cedar,  11 

Tipton,  Iowa 

Sept. 

18,  ]915 

Dorr  Husk 

Auburn,  431 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

i  ( 

18,  - 

Edward  Emerson 

Trinity,  208 

Davenport,  Iowa 

I  ( 

27, 

Claude  R.  Thorpe 

St.  Andrews, 

863 

Chicago,  111. 

Oct. 

6,  - 

Edward  Oakford 

Olive  Branch 

269 

Tulare,  Cal. 

( ( 

12,  " 

Henry  T.  Terrill 

Ashlar,  29 

Billings,  Mont. 

( ( 

18, 
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NAME. 

LODGE  AND  NO. 

LOCATION. 

DATE  OF  DEATH. 

Manie  J.  Karger 

Pacific,  233 

New  York  City 

Oct. 

24, 

1915 

John  F.  Oviatt 

Sheridan,  64 

Sheridan,  Ore. 

31, 

Thos.  J.  Michell 

Madison,  23 

Grass  Valley,  Cal. 

Nov. 

6, 

Geo.  A.  Yates 

Khurum,  112 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

9» 

James  S.  Newkirk 

Monongahela  Val.,  461  Coal  Center,  Pa. 

12, 

John  C.  W.  Pearce 

St.  John,  20 

Columbus,  Ind. 

13, 

Wm.  E.  Pritchard 

T.  J.  Pickett,  307 

Bushnell,  111. 

14, 

John  Walker 

Platte  City,  504 

Platte  City,  Mo. 

15, 

Vincent  R.  Havlina 

Cincinnati,  133 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

16, 

James  Crawford  Evans  Magnolia,  60 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

(  c 

1  c 
18, 

Victor  Geo.  E.  Kalau 

Shepherd,  78 

Naugatuck,  Conn. 

24, 

Wm.  K.  Osmer 

Portage,  351 

Elmore,  Ohio 

27, 

James  F.  De  Le  Ree 

Harlem,  457 

JN  ew  X  ork  City 

Dec. 

o 

Geo.  F.  Mansfield 

Aberdour 

Boston,  Mass. 

5, 

Thos.  J,  Morrison 

Union,  7 

Denver,  Colo. 

12, 

John  Huxtable 

Doric,  382 

Hamilton,  Canada 

1  o 

Stanley  Terrence  Cooney Phoenix,  131 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

i  ( 

17, 

David  Joanis 

Tonopah,  28 

Tonopah,  Nev. 

1 1 

1  Q 

19, 

Wm,  H.  Haskell 

Aurora,  267 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

20, 

David  G.  Brumbach 

Newport,  358 

Newport,  Ky. 

i  ( 

9Q 

Wm.  H.  Rose 

Leavenworth,  2 

Leavenworth,  Kan. 

Jan. 

1. 

19l0 

Alfred  L.  Rossetter 

El  Paso,  130 

El  Paso,  Tex. 

(  c 

O, 

James  Turner 

Vermejo,  36 

Dawson,  New  Mex. 

7, 

Levi  H.  Bowers 

Cripple  Creek,  110 

Cripple  Creek,  Colo. 

(  c 

Wellington  Clark 

Walla  Walla,  7 

Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

(  ( 

li. 

Wm.  D.  Pearce 

Pacific,  136 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

11, 

Nancy  E.  Phillips 

E.  F.  W.  Ellis,  633 

Rockford,  111. 

(  ( 

1  Q 

13, 

Ernest  L.  Klauholt 

St.  Charles,  86 

St.  Charles,  Ark. 

(  ( 

O  1 

Zl, 

Joseph  W.  Boyd 

Evergreen,  259 

Riverside,  Cal. 

i  I 

Z5 

Chas.  E.  Park 

Ancient  York 

Lowell,  Mass. 

I'eb. 

1, 

James  R.  Coughtrie 

New  Straitsville,  484  New  Straitsville,  Ohio 

1 1 

7, 

James  Albert  McBride 

Milbank,  20 

Milbank,  So.  Dak. 

I  ( 

o 
8, 

Lewis  W.  Worth 

Delta,  62 

Delta,  Colo. 

( I 

11, 

Frederick  Gross 

Berkeley,  363 

Berkeley,  Cal. 

( ( 

lb. 

Arthur  C.  Davis 

United  States,  207 

New  York  City 

t  ( 

17, 

Frederick  M.  Brandt 

Constellation,  892 

Chicago,  111. 

1 1 

20 

James  A.  Fitzsimmons 

Mt.  Hennon,  7 

Vancouver,  B.  C. 

i  ( 

20, 

Albert  L.  Davis 

Platte  Valley,  32 

North  Platte,  Neb. 

( e 

21, 

Alfred  D,  Waterman 

Englewood,  690 

Chicago,  111. 

( ( 

22, 

Lyman  C.  Wood 

Solano,  229 

Vallejo,  Cal. 

Mch. 

2, 

Ewen  A.  McNaughton 

Tonopah,  28 

Tonopah,  Nev. 

<  ( 

4, 

Daniel  S.  Chessher 

Belleville,  223 

Belleville,  Texas 

( i 

5, 

Ivan  E.  W.  McKinley 

Gauley  Bridge,  64 

Gauley  Bridge,  W.  Va. 

1 1 

13, 
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NAME. 

Thomas  H.  Hurley 
Charles  C.  Vining 
Reuben  Goldberg 
Frank  S,  Milligan 
John  Navratil 
Leonard  A.  Smith 
John  Campbell  Clarke 
Chas.  F.  Gilbert 
John  D.  Stewart 
Medard  Duquette 
Edwin  C.  Brereton 
David  Morris 
Myron  E.  Ware 
Frank  J,  Janney 
Charles  Hyde 
Wm.  Welch 
Wm.  E.  Porter 
MacKenzie  N.  Graves 
Gerhard  T.  Hoist 
Rev.  Robt.  C.  Hendricks 
Wm.  D.  Gibbs 
Edward  Nicholson 
Wm.  J.  Dunnahoo 
Edward  H.  Morse 
Gideon  Rathbun 
Thomas  L,  Johnston 
John  McKay 
Chas.  W.  Miller 
Chester  R.  Reed 
Bernard  Citzler 
Harry  M.  Thomas 
George  I.  Banta 
Chas.  W.  Everett 
Edwin  Bruce  Flack 
Grant  Clark 
Arthur  J.  Boundy 
Chas.  H.  Stewart 
Arthur  J.  Ewen 
Elliott  James  Foster 
Wm.  A.  Hutchins 
Wayne  Gilland 
Herman  Lieberson 
Catherine  M.  Yale 
widow  of  George  Yale 


LODCIE  AND  NO. 

Newton,  142 
Nemaha,  13 
Tannehill,  52 
Granite,  272 
Ancient  Landmark, 
Hanover,  905 
Joppa,  95 
Waco,  92 
Temple,  59 
Bluff  City,  71 
Lacon,  61 
Constellation^  892 
Las  Palmas,  366 
Mt.  Moriah,  2 
Hesperia,  411 
Alleghany,  157 
El  Paso,  187 
Weber,  6 
Lompoc,  262 
Enterprise,  70 
Humanity,  406 
Steubenville,  45 
St.  Joseph,  45 
Pentucket 
Freemont,  97 
Magnolia,  20 
Montezuma,  30 
Composite,  369 
Dove,  51 

Santa  Barbara,  192 
Torrance,  447 
Goldfield,  686 
Antiquity,  91 
Stansbury,  24 
Blair,  393 
Columbia,  14 
St.  John,  18 
King  Hiram,  12 
Davenport,  37 
Corinthian,  111 
Alleghany,  223 
Yonnondio,  163 
Taylor,  98 


LOCATION. 

Newton,  Kans. 
Corning,  Kans. 
Dallas,  Texas 
Sedalia,  Mo, 
5  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Hanover,  111. 
Stanley,  N.  Dak. 
Waco,  Texas 
Hutchinson,  Minn. 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 
Lacon,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Fresno,  Cal. 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Chicago,  111. 
Barton,  Md. 
El  Paso,  Texas 
Ogden,  Utah 
Lompoc,  Cal. 
Yuba  City,  Cal. 
Lyons,  N.  Y. 
Steubenville,  Ohio 
South  Bend,  Ind. 
Lowell,  Mass. 
Florence,  Colo, 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Goldfield,  Nev, 
Doniphan,  Mo. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Santa  Barbara,  Cal. 
Torrance,  Cal. 
Chicago,  111. 
Redwood  Falls,  Minn. 
Brightwood,  Wn.,  D.C. 
Chicago,  111. 
Boulder,  Colo, 
Pioche,  Nev. 
Derby,  Conn. 
Davenport,  Iowa 
MeConnelsville,  Ohio 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Washington,  111. 


DATE  OF  DEATH. 

Mch.   18,  1916 
April  2, 
"  7, 
12, 
"  13, 
"  18, 
-  19, 
23, 
27, 
"  30, 

3, 
10, 
13, 
12, 
15, 
15, 
22, 
24, 
27, 
31. 


May 


June 


July 


7, 

11, 
13, 

21, 
22, 

21, 
28, 
29, 
30, 
4, 


15, 
13, 
"  21, 
"  26, 
Aug.  1, 
"  2, 
-  5, 
"  6, 
6, 

<(  12, 
' '  20, 
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DETAILED    STATEMENT    OP    RECEIPTS    AND    DISBURSEMENTS    CLASSIFIED  BY 

JURISDICTIONS.  -D  .  1  T>       •  1 

Paid  Received 

Alabama   $      64.50  $  

Arizona    160.50  134.75 

Arkansas    121.00  52.00 

British  Columbia   136.50  136.50 

California    1,538.68  1,284.73 

Canada    192.50  157.50 

China    15.00  15.00 

Colorado    642.70  618.20 

Connecticut    101.00  88.00 

Delaware    15.00   

England    96.00  55.00 

Florida    72.00  70.00 

Georgia   29.50  5.00 

Germany    17.00   

Idaho    130.00  115.00 

Illinois    728.50  469.00 

India   55.00   

Indiana    398.50  437.00 

Iowa    302.05  321.00 

Jamaica    25.00   

Kansas    167.00  153.50 

Kentucky    238.00  165.10 

Louisiana    278.00  115.00 

Maine    65.00  10.00 

Maryland    15.00   

Massachusetts    165.70  100.00 

Mexico    586.00  80.00 

Michigan    297.00  254.50 

Minnesota    455.85  410.85 

Mississippi   20.00   

Missouri   587.70  531.45 

Montana   40.00  45.00 

Nebraska    255.21  125.00 

Nevada   280.71  247.71 

Newfoundland   10.00  10.00 

New  Hampshire    15.00   

New  Jersey    10.00   

New  Mexico    40.00  •  40.00 

New  York    1,187.20  813.65 

New  Zealand   15.00   

North  Carolina    92.50  25.00 

North  Dakota    371.83  481.25 

Nova  Scotia   5.00  5.00 
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Paid  Received 

Ohio   418.60  416.00 

Oklahoma    398.50  90.00 

Oregon   128.00  37.50 

Pennsylvania   195.50  85.00 

Philippine  Islands    7.50  ........ 

Prince  Edward  Island   5.00   

Rhole  Island    20.00  10.00 

Saskatchewan    10.00 

Scotland    38.00   

South  Africa    5.00 

South  Carolina   15.00   

South  Dakota    115.54  70.54 

Tennessee   20.00   

Texas    477.50  324.50 

Utah    57.00  45.00 

Vermont    27.00   

Virginia    32.50   

Washington,  D.  C   88.00  72.01 

Washington  State    236.20  157.85 

West  Virginia   75.00  15.00 

Wisconsin    106.00  50.00 

Wyoming    15.00  5.00 


$12,407.97       $  8,965.09 

RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS, 

Balance  on  hand,  September  1st,  1915  $  914.56 

Interest    78.66 

Received  from  Grand  Lodge   7,500.00 

Prom  Sister  Jurisdictions   8,965.09 

Total   $17,458.31 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Telegrams  $  321.31 

Drugs  and  Medicines   135.15 

Christmas  Dinners    101.80 

Classified  by  Jurisdictions   12,407.97 

Total    $12,966.23 

Balance  on  hand  September  1st,  1916   $  4,492.08 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  Bean, 

J.  M.  DUNSMOOR,  President. 
Secretary. 
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OAKLAND  BOAED  OF  EELIEF. 
To  the  M.'.W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

The  Board  is  composed  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  con- 
tributing lodges  hereinafter  named. 

The  last  half  of  the  fiscal  year  has  been  noticeable  in  this;  com- 
parison with  the  first  half  reveals  a  falling  off  in  applications  for,  and 
amount  distributed  in,  relief  of  fifty  per  cent.  In  funerals  of  sixty-six 
and  two  thirds  per  cent,  with  an  entire  absence  of  dependent  sick  for 
more  than  three  months.  A  most  gratifying  condition^  the  continuance 
of  which,  while  earnestly  hoped  for,  can  scarcely  be  expected. 

RECEIPTS. 


Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  61  $  72.20 

Oakland  Lodge  No.  188   56.25 

Brooklyn  Lodge  No.  225   37.35 

Alcatraz  Lodge  No.  244   37.05 

Fruitvale  Lodge  No.  336   26.45 

Sequoia  Lodge  No.  349   50.40 

Bay  View  Lodge  No.  401   31.15 

Yerba  Buena  Lodge  No.  403   18.75 

Standard  Lodge  No.  440   8.55 


Total  from  contributing  Lodges   $  338,15 

Eefunded  by  Lodges  in  California  $1,254.30 

Eefunded  by  other  U.  S.  jurisdictions   2,829.59 

Eefunded  by  individuals   408.20 

Grand  Lodge  account  St.  Helena  Lodge  No.  93 ... .  210.00 

Grand  Lodge  account  Mrs.  Taylor   160.00 

Interest  from  banks   83.49  4,945.58 

Total  receipts    $  5,283.73 

Balance  on  hand  September  1,  1915   5,114.22 


Total  receipts  and  balance   $10,397.95 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  California  Lodges   $1,807.57 

For  other  U.  S.  jurisdictions   3,246.42 

For  Foreign  jurisdictions   166.90 

For  Demitted  cases   12.50 


Total  relief 


$5,233.39 
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Rent,  salaries  and  incidentals  $1,452.08 

Telegraph  and  telephone   63.76 

Stationery  and  postage   68.90 

Total  expense    1,584.74 


Total  disbursements  $6,818.13 

Balance  on  hand   3,579.82 


$10,397.95 


RECEIPTS   AND  DISBURSEMENTS   CLASSIFIED   BY  JURISDICTIONS. 

United  States. 


xveceiveu. 

from 

Received 

Disburse- 

... 

J  urisdiction. 

Individuals. 

Lodges. 

A.  OLtxl. 

ments. 

$  45.00 

$  45.00 

$  45.00 

5.00 

District  of  Col . , 

25.00 

2.50 

. .  .  25.00 

276.00 

276.00 

317.00 

1.80 

498.80 

500.60 

457.30 

69.00 

69.00 

99.00 

.  ,  ,  58.10 

45.00 

103.10 

123.10 

30.35 

30.35 

12.85 

10.00 
60.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Maryland   

2.55 

Massachusetts  . 

. .  .  5.00 

259.60 

264.60 

270.^0 

.  . .  10.00 

130.00 

140.00 

195.70 

106.00 

106.00 

100.00 

1.00 

135.00 

136.00 

130.00 

7.50 
12.50 

13.20 

13.20 

75.75 

75.75 

274.30 

.  .  .  20.00 

75.00 

95.00 

90.00 

. .  .  30.00 

605.22 

635.22 

437.97 

Ohio  

.  .  .  10.00 

20.00 

30.00 

95.00 

.  . .  10.00 

10.00 
300.00 

20.00 
237.35 

Pennsylvania  . 

300.00 

41.80 

41.80 

113.86 

3.00 
12.00 

3.87 

3.87 
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Eeceived  from  Received  Disburse- 

Jurisdiction.      Individuals.        Lodges.  Total.  ments. 

Washington                10.00                75.00  85.00  82.44 

Wyoming        5,00 


Total   $180.90  $2,829.59  $3,010.49  $3,246.42 

California    177.30  1,254.30  1,431.60  1,807.57 


Total  U.  S..  .$358.20  $4,083.89  $4,442.09  $5,053.99 


Foreign. 

England   $  45.00    $     45.00  $  5.00 

Mexico       14.00 

Portugal        10.00 

Nova  Scotia       120.40 

Scotland                       5.00    5.00  5.00 

Wales        12.50 

Jersey        10.00 


Total    $50.00  $50.00  $176.90 

DIMITTED. 

Jersey        $10.00 


BURIALS. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  following  named 
brethren,  16  in  all,  have  been  buried  with  Masonic  honors,  under  the 
auspices  of  this  Board : 

1915— 

Sept.  13 — Jno.  S.  Jones,  Las  Palmas  No.  366,  Fresno,  Cal. 
Oct.    19 — Colin  Evans,  Covenant  No.  758,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Dec.     1 — Joseph  T.  Dennis,  Fairmont  No.  48,  Fairmont,  Neb. 
Dec.    30 — Peter  S.  Boltz,  Union  No.  58,  Sacramento,  Cal. 
1916— 

Jan.     5 — Alfred  L.  Rosseter,  El  Paso  No.  130,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Jan.     5 — Frederick  Largeson,  Acacia  No.  92,  Coloma,  Cal. 

Jan.   10— Herman  Perlet,  St.  Cecile  No.  568,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Jan.  20 — L.  L.  Viers,  Syracuse  No.  454,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Jan.  21 — Henry  L.  Plander,  Baalbee  Lodge,  East  Boston,  Mass. 

Mar.  3— Wm.  T.  Houts,  Metropilis  No.  91,  Metropilis,,  HI. 

Mar.  13 — Josiah  Champion,  Truckee  No.  200,  Truckee,  Cal. 

Apr.  24 — John  Wade,  Georgetown  No.  25,  Georgetown,  Cal, 

May    11 — F.  B.  Livingston,  Mount  Vernon  No.  8,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 
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May  28 — William  K,  Capell,  Winnemucca  No.  19,  Winnemucca,  Nev. 
July  26 — William  K.  McFeeley,  Pentalpha  No.  202,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Aug.  30 — William  S.  Carpenter,  Grove  No.  824^  Downers  Grove,  111. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

EoBT.  G.  Evans, 

H.  N.  MosHER,  Secretary. 
Chairman. 

SAN  JOSE  BOARD  OF  RELIEF. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  $  60.14 

Donated  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  B   178.75 

Returned  by  Brother  O   5.00 

Returned  by  Brother  C   10.00 

Returned  by  Brother  B   5.00 

Returned  by  Brother  G   10.00 

Returned  by  Brother  O   5.00 

Norwood  576  Norwood,  Ohio   5.00 

Returned  by  Brother  M   2.00 

Kansas  City  220,  Kansas  City,  for  Mrs.  F   15.00 

Returned  by  Brother  L   3.76 

  $299.65 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Red  Oak  162,  Iowa  •.  $  10.00 

Mizpah  378,  Los  Angeles   10.00 

Emmanuel  No.  318,  Biggs,  Cal   5.00 

Eel  River  147    17.00 

Miss  B  (loan)   12.00 

Binghamton  177,  N.  Y   3.00 

Miss  G   10.00 

Shawnee  526,  Ohio   2.00 

McClay  632,  Penna   5.00 

Expense  subscription  '   1.00 

Norwood  576,  Ohio   5.00 

Cedar  103,  Kan   5.00 

Worth  210,  N.  Y   5.00 

373  Sawtelle,  Cal   5.00 

298  Ann  Arbor,  Mich   5.00 

Care  of  cemetery  plot,  1916   20.00 

Kansas  City  220   5.00 

Funeral  notice    1.50 

Tyrian  618,  Brooklyn   2.26 

Mrs.  F   5.00 
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Brother  L   1.50 

Cards,  postage,  etc   3.60 

  138.86 


Balance  on  hand   $160.79 


L.  M.  SiMONSEN, 

Secretary. 

HONOLULU  BOARD  OF  BELIEF. 


To  the  M.'.  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

RECEIPTS. 

Hawaiian  Lodge  No.  21  $150.72 

Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371   68.34 

Honolulu  Lodge  No.  409   84.96 

  $304.02 

From  individuals — repayments    225.00 

Hon.  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1,  Honolulu   25.00 

Canso  Lodge  No.  79,  N.  S.,  Canada   33.00 

Corregedor  Lodge  No.  1,  Manila   12.45 


$856.77 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

To  individuals   $325.00 

Corregedor  Lodge  No.  1,  Manila   12.45 

Prince  of  Wales  Chapter  No.  10,  N.  S.,  Canada   25.00 

Canso  Lodge  No.  79,  N.  S.,  Canada   33.00 

Cape  Breton  Preceptory  No.  43,  N.  S.,  Canada   25.00 

Honolulu  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1   25.00 

Telegrams,  printing,  funeral  expenses   27.53  472.98 


Balance  cash  on  hand   $383.79 


Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  F.  Jenkins. 

Secretary. 

BOARD  OF  RELIEF  OF  SACRAMENTO. 
To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

This  Board  is  composed  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  Tehama 
Lodge  No.  3,  Washington  Lodge  No.  20,  Sacramento  Lodge  No.  40, 
Union  Lodge  No.  58,  and  Concord  Lodge  No.  117. 

Many  cases  of  relief  have  been  taken  care  of  during  the  year,  and 
many  sojourners  who  have  died  in  this  city  have  been  laid  away  with 
the  solemn  formalities  of  the  craft.    That  we  have  been  imposed  upon 
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goes  without  saying,  but  the  policy  of  the  Board  is  that  it  is  far  more 
charitable  to  assist  the  guilty  than  to  permit  any  worthy  brother  to 
suffer.  The  Board,  in  its  communications  with  Lodges  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions, finds  that  they  have  eliminated  the  words  ^  ^  to  aid  and  assist ' ' 
from  their  rituals,  and  reply  that  ''our  dues  are  only  one  or  two  dollars 
a  year  and  we  have  no  funds. ' ' 

We  have  established  an  Employment  Bureau,  to  which  the  Board 
contributes  $25  a  month,  and  many  positions  have  been  secured  through 
the  agency  of  the  Bureau  for  members  of  the  fraternity,  their  widows, 
daughters  and  sons.  Others  contributing  to  the  Bureau  are  the  Chapter 
of  Eoyal  Arch  Masons,  the  Commandery^  Consistory,  and  Chapters  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  Brother  Charles  H.  Wixson  is  in  charge,  and  he  may 
be  found  at  Masonic  club  rooms  every  day  from  9  to  12. 

RECEIPTS. 


Contributed  by  Sacramento  Lodges  $  306.20 

Refunded  by  California  Lodges   488.00 

Refunded  by  other  jurisdictions   650.90 

Refunded  by  individuals   390.75 

Interest    49.26 

August  1,  1915,  in  bank   1,824.09 


Total    $3,709.20 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Relief  of  sick  brothers  and  funerals  $1,473.74 

Relief  of  sick  wives,  widows  and  children,  &  funerals  1,507.27 

Employment  Bureau,  14  months   260.00 

Expenses,  20  months   245,00 

Printing  and  envelopes   25.50 

Telegrams    1.50 


Total  disbursements    $3,513.01 

Cash  in  bank   196.19 

$3,709.20 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  tendered  to  the  physicians  of  the 
fraternity  who  have  so  generously  and  freely  donated  their  services,  and 
to  the  undertakers  who  have  always  been  liberal  in  reductions  of  bills. 

R.  C.  Irvine, 
  Secretary. 

Most  Worshipful  W.  A.  M.  Van  Bokkelen,  Grand  Master 
of  Nevada  in  1872,  was  introduced  and  received  with  suitable 
honors. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 
Brother  Hugh  J.  Owen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  reported  as  follows : 
To  the  M.'.  W .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Accounts  beg  to  report  that  since  the  last  An- 
nual Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  it  has  regularly  met  on  the 
last  Saturday  in  each  and  every  month  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office, 
examined  and  audited  all  bills  presented  throughout  the  year,  none 
having  been  paid  without  the  approval  of  the  committee;  your  commit- 
tee being  at  all  times  most  agreeably  assisted  by  our  genial,  most  efficient 
and  worthy  Grand  Secretary  and  his  a  Die  Assistant. 

H.  J.  Owen, 
Fred  B,  Wood, 
D.  E.  F.  Easton, 

Committee. 

Report  Adopted. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  Section  210  of  the  Constitution 
was  presented  by  Brother  Leo  Bruck,  as  follows : 

Eesolved,  That  Section  210  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding 
after  the  words  "a  stated  meeting  next  preceding,"  the  following:  — 
"and  provided  further,  that  whenever  a  trial  has  been  transferred  to  a 
Lodge  other  than  the  one  of  which  the  brother  is  a  member,  and  he  is 
found  guilty  and  sentenced,  he  must  apply  for  restoration  to  the  Lodge 
of  which  he  was  a  member  at  the  time  of  his  suspension";  thus  making 
the  whole  section  and  amendment  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  210.  All  sentences  of  suspension  shall  be  for  an  indefinite 
period;  and  a  Lodge  may,  at  any  stated  meeting,  by  the  votes  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  annul  any  sentence  of  suspension  pro- 
nounced by  itself,  and  restore  the  Mason  thus  suspended  to  all  his 
Masonic  rights  and  privileges;  provided,  that  notice  of  a  resolution  for 
such  restoration  shall  have  been  given  at  the  stated  meeting  next  pre- 
ceding; and  provided  further,  that  whenever  a  trial  has  been  transferred 
to  a  Lodge  other  than  the  one  of  which  the  brother  is  a  member,  and 
he  is  found  guilty  and  sentenced,  he  must  apply  for  restoration  to  the 
Lodge  of  which  he  was  a  member  at  the  time  of  his  suspension.  And, 
in  case  of  such  restoration,  the  Secretary  shall  at  once  notify  the  restored 
party  and  the  Grand  Secretary  thereof. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 
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Brother  Ben  Levi  presented  a  proposed  amendment  to 
Section  192  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence.    The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Eesolved,  That  Section  192  be  and  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

Sec.  192.  When  the  charge  is  for  an  offense  which  is  the  subject 
of  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  the  land,  the  Masonic  trial  may,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Master,  be  deferred  until  such  proceedings  are  concluded, 
but  in  the  event  of  a  final  judgment  of  conviction  against  a  Mason  in 
any  State  or  Federal  Court  of  a  crime  involving  moral  turpitude,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  of  which  such  Mason  may  be  a 
member,  to  forthwith  obtain  a  certified  copy  of  such  final  judgment  of 
conviction,  and  said  judgment  shall  be  presented  to  said  Lodge  and  read 
into  the  record  thereof  at  its  next  stated  meeting,  and  it  shall  thereupon 
be  the  duty  of  the  Master  of  said  Lodge  to  declare  such  Mason  forthwith 
expelled.  Acquittal  in  said  Courts  or  the  refusal  of  a  Grand  Jury  to 
indict  for  an  offense  is  no  bar  to  a  Masonic  trial.  In  cases  other  than 
those  hereinafter  mentioned,  whenever  it  shall  appear  by  the  record  of 
conviction  from  another  Masonic  jurisdiction  recognized  by  us,  that  a 
member  of  one  of  our  Lodges,  resident  in  such  jurisdiction,  has  been 
suspended  or  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct,  in  such  jurisdiction  while 
a  resident  thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Junior  Warden  of  the 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  of  which  he  is  a  member  to  prefer  charges 
against  him  for  the  acts  and  conduct  alleged  in  the  charges  preferred 
in  the  foreign  jurisdiction  and  of  which  he  was  there  convicted,  and 
the  same  proceedings  shall  thereupon  be  had  as  in  ordinary  cases;  pro- 
vided, that  the  record  of  conviction  of  the  foreign  jurisdiction  shall  be 
received  on  the  trial  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the  brother 
of  such  acts  and  conduct. 

A  Committee  of  the  Southern  California  Past  Master's 
Association  presented  the  following  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Constitution : 

Amend  Sec.  165  by  striking  out  all  the  words  after  ^  ^  Order, ' '  in 
the  second  line,  down  to  and  including  the  words  ' '  shall  be  returned  if 
the  applicant  be  rejected,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  ''Such  of 
them  as  desire  to  restore  themselves  by  affiliation,  may  do  so  upon  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  equivalent  to  six  (6)  months  dues  of  the  Lodge  to  which 
they  shall  apply  in  addition  to  the  affiliation  fee,  if  any,  required  by 
the  by-laws;  all  of  which  shall  be  returned  if  the  applicant  be  rejected. 
In  which  case  such  application  and  rejection  shall  in  no  wise  change  the 
Masonic  standing  of  the  applicant  which  existed  prior  to  his  application 
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for  affiliation.  The  period  of  good  standing  shall  commence  to  run  from 
the  date  of  the  dimit,  without  regard  to  the  time  the  holder  thereof 
has  resided  in  the  State  of  California. ' ' 

Amend  Section  41,  paragraphs  2  and  3,  by  adding  at  the  end  of 
each  paragraph,  ''Provided,  that  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  a  Lodge 
to  remit  the  dues  of  a  member,  said  Lodge  shall  be  relieved  from  con- 
tributing to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  per  capita  tax  for  the  brethren  whose 
dues  have  been  remitted. ' ' 

Amend  by  adding  a  new  section  No.  112i/^  :  ''Should  an  Entered 
Apprentice  or  a  Fellow  Craft  refuse,  fail,  or  neglect,  without  good  cause, 
to  qualify  or  present  himself  for  the  remaining  degree  or  degrees,  for 
a  period  of  one  (1)  year,  the  Secretary  shall  notify  such  Entered  Ap- 
prentice or  Fellow  Craft  by  registered  letter  or  by  personal  service,  that 
unless  he  show  cause  within  sixty  (60)  days,  a  dimit  will  be  issued  to 
him  and  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  members." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 


OCEANIC  LODGE— CHANGE  OF  NAME. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  in  behalf  of 
Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence : 

Honolulu,  T.  H.,  May  29th,  A.  L.  5916. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371,  F.  &  A.  M.,  held 
this  evening,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  this  Lodge  was  instituted  April  8th,  1842,  by  a  Deputy 
of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  33°  A.  A.  S.  R.  of  France,  under  the 
name  of  Lodge  le  Progres  de  1 'Oceanic  No.  124,  and  continued  and 
worked  under  that  style  until  it  entered  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California  as  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371;  and 

Whereas,  it  was  and  is  desired  by  all  the  members  to  retain  the 
former  name  of  this  body;  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  is  hereby  respectfully 
petitioned  to  permit  and  instruct  this  Lodge  to  resume  its  former  name 
with  its  present  number. 

(Signed)  Ed.  Towse,  P.  M. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Worshipful  Master  to  request  you  to  lay  the 
same  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  California  at 
its  next  regular  communication. 

Fraternally  yours, 

John  A.  Palmer,  P.  M., 

Secretary. 
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CLAIMS  FILED. 

Claims  for  reimbursement  for  account  of  dues  overpaid 
were  presented  from  San  Benito  Lodge  No.  211,  Burlingame 
Lodge  No.  400,  Palos  Verdes  Lodge  No.  389,  and  all  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Claims  for  reimbursement  for  account  of  relief  to  Masons 
outside  this  jurisdiction  were  presented  from  South  Pasadena 
Lodge  No.  367  and  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

A  claim  for  burying  the  widow  of  a  deceased  Mason  was 
presented  from  Humboldt  Lodge  No.  79.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Los  Angeles  Masonic  Library  Association  presented 
a  communication  praying  for  an  annual  appropriation  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  the  endowment  and  support  of  the 
library  at  that  city.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  claim  of  the  Portland,  Oregon,  Board  of  Relief,  for 
moneys  expended  for  account  of  Agnes  Brown,  daughter  of  a 
member  of  Pescadero  Lodge,  now  extinct,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  matter  of  this  Grand  Lodge  continuing  to  subscribe 
to  the  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the  United  Statas  and 
Canada  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Lassen  Lodge  No.  149  presented  a  matter  involving 
moneys  expended  for  account  of  a  brother  belonging  to  a 
Lodge  in  Missouri,  from  which  Lodge  no  reimbursement  has 
been  made.    It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Col- 
burn,  Regent  San  Francisco  Chapter,  Woman's  Section  of 
the  Navy  League,  asking  that  Grand  Lodge  appropriate  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  repair  and  upkeep  of  the  monument 
to  Peter  Lassen  near  Susanville.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 
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REPORT  OF  TEMPLE  ASSOCIATION. 

Brother  William  P.  Filmer  presented  the  report  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association,  as  follows: 
To  the  M.'.  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

In  accordance  with  its  usual  custom,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  Association  of  California  presents  herewith  its  annual 
financial  statement  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  August  31st,  1916.  In 
doing  so  we  are  pleased  to  report  an  encouraging  condition,  inasmuch 
as  our  income  has  been  increased  some  $2000.00  over  that  of  last  year, 
by  additional  rentals  of  halls  to  Masonic  bodies,  and  from  the  tenancy 
of  one  of  the  stores  on  the  ground  floor. 

The  statement  also  shows  a  marked  decrease  in  the  interest  charge, 
due  to  the  payment  of  nearly  $39,000.00  on  the  indebtedness. 

A  further  encouraging  feature  is  that  while  the  annual  loss  for 
the  fiscal  year  of  1915  was  $7,256.69  that  of  1916  was  $5,344.04,  a  dif- 
ference of  $1,912.65. 

Considering  the  location  of  the  Temple,  which  now,  and  perhaps 
for  several  years  to  come,  is  distant  from  the  business  center  of  San 
Francisco,  the  Board  of  Directors  regard  the  financial  showing  as  very 
satisfactory;  in  fact,  were  it  not  for  the  large  annual  interest  charge, 
it  would  be  possible  for  the  Association  to  pay  a  small  dividend. 

This  interest  charge,  which  causes  our  annual  deficit,  is  the  chief 
reason  why  there  is  still  need  of  further  assistance  from  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Our  reports  for  the  years  3  914  and  1915  set  forth  clearly  our  de- 
pendence upon  the  Grand  Lodge  to  further  assist  in  financing  the 
Temple,  and  both  reports  refer  at  length  to  the  several  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  from  time  to  time,  pledging  its  assistance 
to  the  extent  of  its  financial  ability. 

We  are  therefore  again  obliged  to  repeat  our  request  for  action  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  tending  to  permanently  finance  the  Temple,  to  the 
end  that  the  Grand  Lodge  subscribe  and  pay  for  stock  to  the  amount 
of  $25,000.00  at  this  communication,  and  $25,000.00  at  each  annual 
communication  thereafter  until  the  Temple  shall  be  self-sustaining. 

RECEIPTS,  SEPT.  1,  1915,  TO  SEPT.  1,  1916. 

Rentals  from  Masonic  Bodies  $26,249.01 

From  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.,  purchase  of  stock  40,000.00 
From  Grand  Commandery  K.  T.,  purchase  of  stock  5,000.00 
From  Golden  Gate  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  purchase 

of  stock    1,000.00 

Payments  on  subscriptions  from  individual  Masons       135.00  $72,384.01 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Towels   $  94.85 

Care  of  Organs,  one  year   100.00 

Insurance   282.72 

Interest    15,388.45 

Fuel  Oil    290.08 

Gas    178.40 

Electricity    1,790.10 

Eepairs  to  doors  and  new  cables  for  elevators.  . .  .  200.65 

Water    180.48 

Cleaning  utensils  and  disinfectants   98.13 

Telephones    197.19 

Rent— Piano    52.00 

Janitors    4,647.50 

Care  of  elevators — 11  months   82.50 

Scavenger    62.50 

Miscellaneous  small  bills   8.65 

Taxes    6,466.40 

Secretary    600.00 

Lamps    138.33 

Printing  and  2c  envelopes   31.50 

Paid  notes— Bank    27,500.00 

Paid  notes — Architects  in  full   11,489.00 

Refund    5.00 

Hose    9.80 

Labor    65.50 

Toilet  paper    18.00 

Repairs    257.19 

Improvements    347.13  70,582.05 

Balance  cash  on  hand  September  1st,  1916...  $  1,801.96 

STATEMENT   SHOWING  PRESENT  ANNUAL  LOSS. 

Cost  of  maintenance  $  9,455.48 

Insurance   .'   282.72 

Interest   15,388.45 

Taxes  and  franchise   6,466.40  $31,593.05 

Income  from  rentals   26,249.01 

Annual  loss    $  5,344.04 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  ANNUAL  GAIN  BY  ELIMINATION  OF  INTEREST  CHARGE. 

Income  from  rentals  $26,249.01 

Maintenance  less  interest   16,204.60 

Annual  gain   $10,044.41 
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PRESENT  INDEBTEDNESS. 


Savings  Union  Bank,  San  Francisco  Mortgage  $250,000.00 

Crocker  National  Bank — Note   15,000.00 

$265,000.00 

Sept.  1st,  1916,  cash  on  hand   1,801.96 

Actual  indebtedness  $263,198.04 

Sept,  1st,  1915 — Actual  indebtedness  reported  $303,989.00 

Paid  Notes    38,989.00 

Sept.  1st,  1916— Due  $265,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Crocker, 
E.  Peabody,  President. 
Secretary. 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S 
ADDRESS. 

Brother  Janes,  for  the  Committee  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Report  of 
the  Grand  Secretary,  reported  as  follows : 
To  the  M.'.  W.' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  the  Eeport  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  beg  to  report  as  follows: 

After  reading  the  Address  of  the  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Master  with 
intense  interest,  your  Committee  desires  to  commend  its  strength  and 
instructiveness,  for  it  is  a  most  exemplary  and  carefully  written  docu- 
ment, teeming  with  Masonic  virtue,  covering  in  detail  the  existing  condi- 
tions in  this  Grand  jurisdiction.  Your  Committee  is  particularly  im- 
pressed with  that  portion  of  the  Address,  referring  to  a  brother's  trouble 
in  Westlake  Lodge,  Los  Angeles,  and  to  the  Grand  Master's  true 
Masonic  advice  in  the  Pacscoe  case.  It  is  with  our  deepest  gratitude 
toward  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  that  our  Grand  Master  is 
once  again  restored  to  health  and  activity.  Your  Committee  notes  with 
pride  the  gifts  to  the  Masonic  Home  and  recommend  the  thanks  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  also  the  exchange  of  communications  with  the  Grand 
Master  of  New  Jersey. 

Your  Committee  recommends  distribution  of  various  matters  touched 
upon  in  the  address  as  follows: 
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To  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence:  Decisions  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  9,  11, 
12,  14,  15,  18  and  20;  the  suggestion  at  page  23  referring  to  calling 
Lodge  from  labor ;  the  matter  of  Oceanic  Lodge  with  reference  to  variance 
from  our  established  ritual. 

To  the  Committee  on  Eitual :  The  suggestion  regarding  degree  teams. 

To  the  Committee  on  Correspondence:  The  letter  of  Dr.  Francisco 
Sanchez  Curbelo. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance:  The  matter  of  Endowment  Day,  and 
the  subject  of  relief. 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  SECRETARY. 

Being  mindful  of  the  pleasure  which  the  Grand  Secretary  has  been 
the  recipient  of  during  the  past  year  and  a  short  vacation  incident 
thereto,  his  excellent  report  shows  notwithstanding,  faithfulness  and 
careful  detail  in  the  many  duties  of  his  office.  Special  attention  is  called 
to  his  remarks  on  suspensions  and  restorations  and  a  possible  remedy. 

We  recommend  the  following  distribution  of  matters  contained  in 
the  Eeport: 

To  the  Committee  on  Charters:  The  petitions  for  charters  of  the 
Lodges  under  dispensation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance:  Disbursements  and  receipts. 

To  the  Committee  on  Grievances:  Transcripts  of  trial  records. 

To  the  Committee  on  By-Laws:  Proposed  amendments  to  by-laws 
heretofore  approved  by  the  Grand  Master;  and  all  other  amendments 
to  by-laws  by  Lodges. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  L  Janes, 

Philipp  Jacobovics, 

W.  W.  Douglas, 

rm  ,  1     .    T  1  Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  read. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  of?  until  10  o'clock 
"Wednesday  morning. 

Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  October  11,  1916. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  Tuesday's  session  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
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Past  Grand  iMaster  Alonzo  J.  Monroe  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

THINGS  A  MASTER  OUGHT  TO  KNOW. 

Brother  AVilliam  A.  Sherman  introduced  the  following: 
"Whereas,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address,  recom- 
mends that  the  letter  of  advice  to  Masters  of  Lodges  by  Brother  Leo 
Bruck  is  worthy  of  attention  and  adoption ;  be  it 

Eesolved,  that  Things  a  Master  Ought  to  Know,"  as  prepared  by 
Brother  Leo  Bruck,  be  referred  to  the  Grand  Secretary  and  by  him 
edited  and  included  in  the  next  issue  of  the  ' '  Constitution  and  Cere- 
monies. ' ' 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 


WHEN  IS  A  PETITION  RECEIVED? 

Brother  H.  E.  Verble,  Master  of  Traver  Lodge  No.  294, 
presented  the  following: 
To  the  M.'.  W.' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  following  occurrence  which  is 
not  covered  in  our  Constitution  or  By-Laws: 

A  petition  for  degrees  was  filed  with  the  Secretary,  and  read  at  a 
stated  meeting.  As  soon  as  the  Secretary  had  finished  reading  said  peti- 
tion, a  brother  arose  and  objected  to  the  petition  being  received. 

What  decision  should  the  Master  have  made?  Does  this  applicant 
stand  the  same  as  one  objected  by  a  committee  or  rejected  at  the  ballot 
box?  How  long  a  time  should  elapse  before  his  filing  another  petition, 
and  should  said  objections  have  been  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge? 

There  is  some  question  as  to  Avhether  or  not  the  brother  had  a 
right  to  file  objections  at  this  time.  On  this  occasion  the  Master  merely 
stated  that  the  petition  would  not  be  received,  and  instructed  the  Secre- 
ary  to  return  the  fee  to  the  applicant.  I  have  also  been  informed  that 
there  is  a  parallel  case  to  this,  only  it  being  an  application  for  member- 
ship. 

Further:  When  is  the  petition  received?  When  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary,  or  after  being  read  in  Lodge? 

I  think  some  decision  should  be  made  covering  these  various  ques- 
tions, so  that  in  future  like  occurrences  may  be  taken  care  of. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 
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MASONIC  EDUCATION. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Education,  as  follows: 
To  the  M.'.  W.' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Education,  continued  from  last  year 
to  formulate  plans  for  research  and  study,  beg  to  report  as  follows: 

We  feel  it  to  be  not  only  a  duty  but  a  pleasure  to  do  our  full  part 
in  furthering  the  cause  which  should  and  will  be  of  more  and  more  im- 
portance as  the  years  roll  by,  notwithstanding  the  action  of  Grand  Lodge 
last  year  in  refusing  to  adopt  our  then  proposed  plan  of  lectures. 

We  are  especially  anxious  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  give  its 
active  and  unqualified  support  to  the  cause  of  Masonic  Education.  Last 
year,  as  indicated  above,  the  essential  portions  of  our  report  and  recom- 
mendations were  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  not  reported 
back,  thus  leaving  the  balance  of  little  effect. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  our  fraternity  when  men 
need  enlightenment  and  understanding  that  time  is  now.  They  need 
the  understanding  which  shall  help  them  to  understand  themselves.  They 
need  the  understanding  which  shall  deepen  their  sympathies  for  their 
fellows.  They  need  the  understanding  which  shall  broaden  their  outlook 
in  life.  They  need  the  understanding  which  shall  make  them  more  kind 
and  tolerant  of  all  men,  particularly  of  those  they  call  their  brethren. 
The  trend  of  events  the  past  j^ear  or  so  will  verify  all  this. 

In  our  Masonic  Lodge  rooms  the  great  principles  of  human  brother- 
hood should  be  so  sanely  voiced  that  our  members  will  see  in  them  real 
beauty  and  understand  that  they  can  endure  only  when  harmony  prevails. 

The  basic  principles  for  which  we  stand  should  be  so  earnestly  and 
eloquently  impressed  both  on  our  candidates  and  our  members  that  all 
will  be  aroused  by  a  mighty  inspiration. 

In  our  work,  we  should  depend  less  on  formalism  and  more  on 
enlightenment.  We  owe  more  to  the  candidates  who  knock  at  our  doors 
than  we  sometimes  give  them  after  they  have  crossed  the  portals.  Mere 
ritualism  alone  will  not  suffice — it  is  appealing  so  far  as  it  goes — but 
it  does  not  go  far  enough ;  not  every  man  is  prepared  to  grasp  its 
hidden  meaning. 

At  the  very  outset  of  his  Masonic  career,  the  candidate  should  be 
thrilled  with  the  vital  principles  and  purposes  of  the  Fraternity — and 
these  should  be  made  known  to  him  as  clearly  as  pure  English  can  define 
them.  Nor  should  that  interest  be  allowed  to,  wane  and  become  inactive 
through  any  fault  of  ours. 

We  have  among  our  members  many  men  of  ability  who  can  aid 
materially  in  accomplishing  this  work.    How  shall  we  go  about  it?  Let 
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us  only  reiterate  what  we  asked  for  last  year,  and  hope  this  time  we  will 
receive  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We,  therefore,  sum  up  this  report  by  submitting  the  following  points 
for  consideration,  being  the  same  four  paragraphs  that  appeared  in  our 
report  last  year,  and  as  found  on  page  508  of  the  printed  proceedings 
of  1915,  as  follows: 

First,  that  a  committee  on  Masonic  Education  consisting  of  three 
members  be  appointed  by  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  exercise 
a  helpful  influence  toward  all  Lodges  who  desire  their  counsel  and  advice. 
That  this  committee  shall  foster  and  encourage  throughout  this  jurisdic- 
tion the  study  and  research  of  Masonic  tradition,  history,  literature,  law, 
philosophy  and  dominant  purposes  of  this  institution. 

Second,  that  a  series  of  lectures  to  be  read  in  our  Lodges  at  stated 
intervals,  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  such  Committee.  Such 
lectures  to  be  submitted  to  the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  for  his  approval, 
and  afterward  printed.  One  lecture  to  be  mailed  each  month  to  every 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  only  on  request. 

Third,  that  a  series  of  three  lectures  be  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Education,  along  exoteric  lines,  appropriate 
respectively  to  the  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  degrees.  Such  lectures  to  be 
first  approved  by  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  and  afterward  printed. 
These  lectures  to  be  placed  in  the  candidate 's  hands  after  he  has  received 
each  degree.    The  lectures  to  be  sold  to  the  Lodges  desiring  them  at  cost. 

Fourth,  that  the  formation  of  Study  Clubs  be  encouraged,  and  that 
this  feature  of  the  work  follow  a  systematic  and  carefully  conceived 

P^^^"  Irving  J.  Mitchell, 

Alfred  W.  Bush, 
John  Whicher. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS. 
Brother  Pardee,  of  Lassen  Lodge  No.  149,  introduced  the 
following : 

Resolved,  that  Section  95  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  following: 

Provided,  that  the  petition  of  an  applicant  for  degrees  may  be  pre- 
sented to  the  nearest  Lodge,  and  when  the  nearest  Lodge  is  not  in  the 
county  in  which  the  applicant  resides,  then  to  the  nearest  Lodge  in  that 
county. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 
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Brother  Pardee  also  introduced  the  following: 
Eesolved,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  Lassen  Lodge  No.  149,  at  Susan- 
ville,  Lassen  county,  shall  be  bounded  on  the  west  and  south  by  the 
county  line  between  the  counties  of  Lassen  and  Plumas  and  the  present 
jurisdictional  line  between  said  Lodge  and  Janesville  Lodge  No.  232. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Brothers  Olin  L.  Berry  and  William  A.  Sherman  intro- 
duced the  following: 

Resolved,  that  the  subordinate  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Cali- 
fornia be  authorized  to  adopt  by-laws  providing  that  members  who  have 
belonged  to  the  Lodge  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  years  and 
have  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  or  more,  shall  thereafter  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  any  lodge  dues. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Library,  by  its  Chairman, 
Henry  M.  Owens,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  as  read: 

To  the  M.'.  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Library  begs  to  report  as  follows: 
After  considering  the  reports  heretofore  made  and  the  recommenda- 
tions therein  contained,  your  Committee  has  followed  the  suggestions  of 
spreading  among  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  the  necessity  of  con- 
tributing books  toward  our  library,  and  in  following  out  this  general 
plan,  on  January  15,  1916,  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee, 
our  Grand  Secretary,  in  circular  No.  55^  had  the  following: 

'  '  GRAND  LODGE  LIBRARY. 

' '  The  Library  Committee  requests  that  the  members  of  your  Lodge 
search  their  book  shelves  and  ship  to  Henry  M.  Owens,  Chairman  Library 
Committee,  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco,  any  and  all  books,  new  or 
old,  that  might  be  suitable  for  brethren,  for  reference  or  general  read- 
ing. All  duplicates  and  books  not  directly  useful  in  the  general  library, 
will  be  sent  to  the  Homes  at  Decoto  and  Covina.  The  donor's  name  will 
be  placed  in  books  and  will  stand  as  a  monument  to  the  brother.  In 
the  Committee 's  Annual  Report  due  credit  will  be  given  to  all  donors. ' ' 

Your  Committee  has  worked  exclusively  along  these  lines,  and  by 
reason  of  the  solicitations  of  the  Committee,  the  following  have  contrib- 
uted useful  and  valuable  books: 
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Our  Grand  Marshal,  Brother  William  Kettner,  has  supplied  our 
Library  with  a  full  set  of  our  National  Congressional  Records  and  the 
reports  of  the  several  Governmental  Departments  at  Washington,  which 
to  our  mind_,  are  a  very  valuable  contribution. 

Mrs.  Henry  M.  Owens,  Brother  Louis  Muller,  Brother  Henry  G. 
Lawson,  Brother  William  A.  Burdick,  Brother  William  P.  Filmer,  Brother 
Jesse  M.  Whited,  Brother  John  Fischer^  Brother  J.  C.  Warren,  Brother 
Joseph  Rosenberg,  Brother  Albert  Ihm,  Mrs.  William  H.  Crocker,  Brother 
G.  F.  Sand,  Brother  Otto  L.  Sues,  Brother  James  H.  Duncan,  Brother 
Frank  G.  Watson.  Among  those  who  have  promised  books  to  the  Library 
are  the  following:  Brother  Fred  B.  Wood,  Brother  John  M.  Curtis,  Mrs, 
Isabelle  M.  Curtis,  Brother  Charles  Burroughs,  Brother  J.  D.  Smith, 
Brother  W.  H.  Young  and  Brother  George  Madeley. 

In  order  that  the  brethren  might  understand  what  books  will  be 
welcome,  we  quote  a  few  of  those  contributed  as  follows: 

Modern  Eloquence:  Guy  de  Maupassant:  Life  of  Lincoln:  The 
World's  History  and  Its  Makers:  Irish  Literature:  Library  of  Oration: 
Jewels  of  Masonic  Oratory:  Story  of  the  World's  Worship:  Memoirs  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte:  History  of  the  Augsburg  Confession:  Lives  and 
Graves  of  Our  Presidents:  Half  Hours  with  the  Best  Authors:  The 
Poems  of  Schiller :  Manual  of  Forensic  Quotations :  The  Poems  of 
Tennyson:  The  Gospel  of  Buddha:  The  Works  of  Edgar  Allen  Poe; 
Studies  in  the  Scriptures:  History  of  America:  Hero  Tales  of  the  Ameri- 
can Soldier:  History  of  Free  Masonry  in  Maryland:  History  of  Free 
Masonry:  The  Great  Wet  Way:  The  Treasure  of  Shag  Rock:  Fourteen 
Weeks  in  Chemistry:  A  Puritan  Pagan:  Money  Magic:  Middle-March: 
The  Right  of  Way:  Conduct  of  Life:  When  Knighthood  Was  in  Flower: 
With  the  Mounted  Infantry  and  the  Masholand  Field  Force:  Life  of 
Don  Bartholomew:  Life  of  the  Martyrs:  Rubyat  of  Omar  Khayyam: 
Booth  Tarkington  Stories:  Political  Thought  of  Plato  and  Aristotle: 
Makers  of  History,  and  all  kinds  of  paper  back  magazines  and  novels. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  buy  new  books  unless  the  brother  feels  like 
doing  so,  as  on  the  book  shelves  of  every  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity are  many  books  that  will  never  be  read  again  by  the  members, 
and  if  he  or  his  widow  should  send  them  to  the  library,  their  names 
will  be  placed  in  the  books  and  there  remain  as  long  as  the  Masonic 
Temple  shall  stand. 

NEW  BOOKS  PURCHASED, 

Your  Committee  has  advised,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  has  purchased, 
Gould 's  History  of  Free  Masonry,  in  five  volumes.  In  all,  your  Com- 
mittee has  been  able  to  add  about  1000  volumes  to  our  library,  and 
many  hundreds  of  magazines  have  been  contributed  for  use  at  the  Homes. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  this  work  be  kept  up,  and  that  the  In- 
spectors of  the  several  Masonic  Districts  keep  this  work  in  mind  and 
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advocate  the  forwarding  of  books  to  our  library  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
San  Francisco;  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  follow  the  plan  laid  out 
in  circular  No.  55  in  all  circulars  issued  by  him  during  the  coming 
Masonic  year.  jj^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^ 

John  W.  Gwilt, 
Sidney  B.  Force, 
W.  B.  Cameron, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  HOMES. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Homes,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Wells  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted  as  presented,  and 
the  motion  prevailed.  He  also  moved  that  the  usual  per  capita 
tax  of  $1.00  be  levied  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Homes, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  LECTURER. 

Brother  Fred  L.  Arbogast,  for  the  Committee  to  w^hom 
had  been  referred  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  presented 
the  following,  which  was  adopted  as  read. 
To  the  M.'.  W .  Grand  Lodge  of  California : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  V.".  W.'. 
Thomas  J.  Baker,  Grand  Lecturer,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

We  most  cheerfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Report  as  read, 
and,  in  passing,  wish  to  compliment  Brother  Baker  for  having,  by  his 
untiring  efforts,  made  the  esoteric  work  of  the  fraternity  uniform 
throughout  this  grand  jurisdiction. 

The  results  and  accomplishments  of  all  officers,  in  whatever  station, 
may  be  measured  by  the  zeal,  the  energy  and  the  assiduity  with  which 
they  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties.  Imbued  with  the 
very  spirit  of  Freemasonry,  of  even  temperament,  ever  ready,  willing 
and  anxious  to  impart  Masonic  knowledge,  Brother  Baker  has  endeared 
himself  to  the  entire  fraternity  by  his  enviable  achievement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  L.  Arbogast. 
Martin  A.  Schmidlin, 
W.  D.  Adriance, 

Committee. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  2  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Wednesday,  October  11,  1916. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  2  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  of  Lodges  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  M.'.  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  of  Lodges  recommend  the  approval  by 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  to  amendments  to  by-laws  submitted 
by  the  following  Lodges,  be  concurred  in: 

Changing  time  of  stated  meetings:  Corinthian  No.  9,  Santa  Cruz 
Lodge  No.  38,  Lassen  No.  149,  San  Simeon  No.  196,  Magnolia  No.  242, 
Lodi  No.  256^  Gait  No.  267,  Selma  No.  277,  Mount  Shasta  No.  281,  San 
Miguel  No.  285,  San  Fernando  No.  343,  Germania  No.  438,  Blackmer  No. 
442,  Van  Nuys  No.  450,  San  Pasqual  No.  452,  Eamona  No.  457,  Henry  S. 
Orme  No.  458. 

Increasing  fees:  Occidental  No.  22,  Naval  No.  87,  Drytown  No.  174, 
Mendocino  No.  179,  Solano  No.  229,  Willits  No.  365,  Gardena  No.  372, 
Fillmore  No.  379,  Dinuba  No.  385. 

Changing  time  of  meeting  and  increasing  fees :  lone  No.  80, 

Increasing  dues:  Eureka  No.  16,  Meridian  No.  182,  Hartley  No.  199, 
Monterey  No.  217,  Santa  Monica  No.  307,  Delano  No.  309,  Oxnard  No. 
341,  Brentwood  No.  345,  Sequoia  No.  349,  South  Pasadena  No.  367,  West 
Lake  No.  392,  University  No.  394,  La  Mesa  No.  407,  Elysian  No.  418. 

Eeducing  fees:  Pentalpha  No.  202,  King  Solomon's  No.  260,  Rich- 
mond No.  375,  West  Lake  No.  392,  Burlingame  No.  400,  San  Pasqual 
No.  452,  Standard  No.  440,  Porterville  No.  303,  Moneta  No.  405,  Dinuba 
No.  385,  Silver  Trowel  No.  415,  Coronado  No.  421. 

The  following  Lodges  under  dispensation  have  adopted  the  Uniform 
Code  of  By-Laws:  Alta  Vista,  Argonaut,  Center,  Morgan  Hill,  Mount 
Oso  and  Paul  Eevere.  The  books  of  by-laws  of  these  Lodges  have  been 
examined  and  approved  by  your  committee. 

In  examining  the  books  of  by-laws  we  find  they  are  of  various  kinds 
and  sizes,  and  we  heartily  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
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on  By-Laws  in  1915,  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  through  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  Grand  Master,  provide  some  uniform  standard  form  of  book,  re- 
quiring all  newly-formed  Lodges  to  use  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  B.  TUTTLE, 

Richard  L.  Hammer, 
Harry  E,  Burke, 

Committee. 

Report  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RETURNS. 

Brother  Arthur  S.  Crites,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Returns,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 
To  the  M.'.  W.' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Returns  has,  with  the  assistance  of  the  V.*.  W.'. 
Grand  Secretary,  examined  the  returns  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  Lodges  (including  the  six  under  dispensation)  of  this  jurisdiction 
for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1916. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  returns  for  this  period  show  a 
decided  improvement  over  former  years,  as,  with  a  few  exceptions,  they 
were  transmitted  within  the  prescribed  time;  were  accompanied  by  the 
right  amount  of  dues;  and  were  properly  prepared.  The  errors,  in  the 
few  exceptions,  were  promptly  rectified  and  the  returns  of  all  Lodges  are 
now  on  file  in  the  V.'.  W.'.  Grand  Secretary's  office  and  are,  in  every 
particular,  correct. 

These  returns  are  properly  preserved  and  filed  and  their  contents 
are  conveniently  tabulated  and  recorded  in  the  books  of  this  office. 

The  amounts  for  dues  for  which  the  several  Lodges  of  this 
jurisdiction  were  indebted,  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1916,  and 
which  have  all  been  paid,  are  as  follows: 


Home  Home  Allowed 

General       Maintenance  Building  Represent- 

Fund.             Fund.  Fund.  Total.  atives. 

California    1$     602.70  $     583.00  $  291.50  $    1,477.20  $  

Western  Star                   2         94.30         87.00         43.50  224.80  24.00 

Tehama                            3       262.10       239.00  119.50  620.60  5.50 

Benicia                            5       115.90       111.00         55.50  282.40  1.90 

Tuolumne                         8       113.10       119.00         59.50  291.60  12.20 

Corinthian                        9       197.00       210.00  105.00  512.00  8.05 

San  Jose                        10       420.30       427.00  213.50  1,060.80  2.50 

Yount                             12       172.00       170.00         85.00  427.00  2.80 

Nevada                          13       151.90       151.00         75.50  378.40  13.10 
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12.20 

207.00 

103.50 

515.80 

10.40 

62.00 

31.00 

149.80 

34.50 

548.00 

274.00 

1,388.20 

50.00 

25.00 

125.00 

7.50 

46.00 

23.00 

110.40 

16.00 

414.00 

207.00 

1,042.60 

44.15 

119.00 

59.50 

301.60 

28.50 

216.00 

108.00 

530.40 

5.90 

217.00 

108.50 

601.80 

92.00 

46.00 

240.80 

2.10 

517.00 

258.50 

1,371.80 

35.70 

27.00 

13.50 

66.80 

366.00 

183.00 

941.40 

78.00 

39.00 

199.20 

52.20 

27.00 

13.50 

69.80 

6.20 

29.00 

14.50 

69.60 

70.00 

35.00 

174.00 

9.60 

102.00 

51.00 

247.80 

3.30 

26.00 

13.00 

66.40 

14.20 

251.00 

125.50 

627.40 

2.80 

259.00 

129.50 

683.60 

5.50 

32.00 

16.00 

76.80 

19.10 

67.00 

33.50 

161.80 

22.35 

738.00 

369.00 

1,870.20 

.20 

37.00 

18.50 

88.80 

11.55 

79.00 

39.50 

204.60 

7.10 

75.00 

37.50 

186.00 

11.20 

47.00 

23.50 

117.80 

23.10 

255.00 

127.50 

666.00 

5.20 

145.00 

72.50 

363.00 

8.20 

85.00 

42.50 

207.00 

14.00 

73.00 

36.50 

182.20 

11.00 
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XT-.-.      1^    1 ,1  J. 

312.80 

lone  

  oU 

OD.OU 

Q1 

48.30 

Rising  Star   

83 

34.20 

Vesper   

O  A 

T  A  c\  o  n 
I4y.80 

AT.-,  1 

JNaval   

  5/ 

453.10 

Rose 's  Bar   

CQ 

  OV 

North  Star   

91 

56.80 

St.  Helena   

  93 

94.30 

Henry  Clay   

95 

53.30 

Howard   

96 

87.50 

Jefferson   

97 

36.00 

Hornitos   

  98 

27,30 

Yosemite   

99 

138.20 

Clay   

101 

60.90 

Oroville   

 103 

223.30 

Lexington   

104 

79.10 

Areata   

106 

131.70 

Pajaro   

110 

129.70 

Chico   

111 

223.00 

Summit   

112 

34.90 

Eden   

113 

130.80 

Concord   

117 

140.30 

Clinton   

119 

54.20 

xiclelity   

120 

576.90 

79.30 

Sotoyome  

 123 

203.80 

Table  Mountain  . 

 1Z4: 

53.10 

La  Fayette   

126 

109.80 

Hermann   

127 

221.30 

Visalia   

128 

163.10 

Nicolaus   

129 

69.90 

Woodbridge  

131 

90.80 

Sincerity   

132 

52.40 

Vacaville  '  

134 

125.20 

Valley   

135 

40.70 

Pacific   

136 

693.50 

Crockett  

139 

491.80 

Curtis  

140 

50.40 

Grafton   

141 

27.00 

Franklin   

143 

71.40 

Oriental   

144 

350.90 

Vitruvius   

145 

55.30 

Home 
Maintenance 
Fund. 

Home 
Building 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Represent- 
atives. 

312.00 

156.00 

780.80 

24.00 

55.00 

27.50 

139.00 

8.00 

47.00 

23.50 

118.80 

6.10 

38.00 

19.00 

91.20 

162.00 

81.00 

392.80 

16.00 

419.00 

209.50 

1,081.60 

2.10 

51.00 

25.50 

129.40 

52.00 

26.00 

134.80 

31.90 

97.00 

48.50 

239.80 

4.00 

57.00 

28.50 

138.80 

85.00 

42.50 

215.00 

28.90 

40.00 

20.00 

96.00 

25.50 

27.00 

13.50 

67.80 

128.00 

64.00 

330.20 

9.00 

61.00 

30.50 

152.40 

10.70 

207.00 

103.50 

533.80 

9.90 

79.00 

39.50 

197.60 

35.70 

123.00 

61.50 

316.20 

24.70 

133.00 

66.50 

329.20 

6.20 

220.00 

110.00 

553.00 

11.20 

31.00 

15.50 

81.40 

132.00 

66.00 

328.80 

.80 

127.00 

63.50 

330.80 

5.50 

48.00 

24.00 

126.20 

16.40 

561.00 

280.50 

1,418.40 

77.00 

38.50 

194.80 

3.30 

192.00 

96.00 

491.80 

3.30 

59.00 

29.50 

141.60 

11.00 

122.00 

61.00 

292.80 

3.00 

207.00 

103.50 

531.80 

159.00 

79.50 

401.60 

18.30 

71.00 

35.50 

176.40 

8.20 

92.00 

46.00 

228.80 

5.80 

46.00 

23.00 

121.40 

23.70 

128.00 

64.00 

317.20 

4.40 

43.00 

21.50 

105.20 

5.90 

675.00 

337.50 

1,706.00 

442.00 

221.00 

1,154.80 

56.00 

28.00 

134.40 

30.00 

15.00 

72.00 

6.40 

66.00 

33.00 

170.40 

6.00 

361.00 

180.50 

892.40 

57.00 

28.50 

140.80 
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Abell   

146 

125,80 

Eel  Kiver   

...147 

117.90 

Lassen   

149 

123.60 

Molino   

150 

76.80 

156 

1  ""O  OA 

1  /  8.z0 

Keystone   

161 

27.30 

Harmony   

164 

13.80 

Excelsior   

.  166 

430.70 

Alameda   

...167 

114.10 

Keclwood  Citv 

168 

190.00 

Mission   

169 

859.80 

Elk  Grove   

173 

69.90 

Drytown   

17/1 

Antioch   

,175 

118.20 

Phoenix   

178 

314.50 

Mendocino   

179 

156.60 

Petaliima   

180 

246.30 

Eussian  Eiver 

.181 

no  AA 

93.90 

Meridian   

182 

47.90 

Clear  Lake   

183 

27.10 

Sierra  Valley   

184 

29.70 

Claiborne   

185 

48.00 

Evening  Star   

 loo 

4  { .00 

Keith   

187 

109.20 

Oakland   

188 

601.80 

Northern  Light  .... 

7C  CO 

Marin   

191 

232.00 

Santa  Barbara 

192 

206.10 

Ferndale   

193 

ol.OU 

Mountain  View  .... 

194 

126.30 

Buckeye   

195 

78.30 

San  Simeon   

196 

53.10 

Wilmington   

198 

76.60 

Hartley   

199 

110.30 

Truckee   

200 

111.70 

Silveyville   

201 

78.30 

Pentalpha   

202 

487.10 

Confidence   

203 

22.50 

Salinas   

204 

155.80 

Newville   

205 

35.10 

Stanislaus   

206 

123.70 

Anaheim   

207 

129.10 

Rio  Vista   

208 

67.30 

Home 

Allowed 

lintenance 

Building 

Represent- 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

atives. 

122.00 

61.00 

308.80 

7.00 

121.00 

60.50 

299.40 

22.70 

104.00 

52.00 

279.60 

31.80 

72.00 

36.00 

184.80 

12.50 

178.00 

89.00 

445.20 

5.80 

27.00 

13.50 

67.80 

7.20 

12.00 

6.00 

31.80 

33.10 

403.00 

201.50 

1,035.20 

109.00 

54.50 

277.60 

1.60 

150.00 

75.00 

415.00 

1.80 

902.00 

451.00 

2,212.80 

71.00 

35.50 

176.40 

5.50 

29.00 

14.50 

72.60 

10.70 

108.00 

54.00 

280.20 

3.20 

275.00 

137.50 

727.00 

35.70 

144.00 

72.00 

372.60 

15.50 

227.00 

113.50 

586.80 

81.00 

40.50 

215.40 

3.30 

51.00 

25.50 

124.40 

7.60 

29.00 

14.50 

70.60 

33.00 

16.50 

79.20 

21.30 

50.00 

25.00 

123.00 

12.00 

35.00 

17.50 

100.00 

118.00 

59.00 

286.20 

4.90 

572.00 

286.00 

1,459.80 

.20 

82.00 

41.00 

201.80 

21.10 

230.00 

115.00 

577.00 

.70 

169.00 

84.50 

459.60 

29.70 

85.00 

42.5,0 

209.00 

22.90 

107.00 

53.50 

286.80 

2.50 

87.00 

43.50 

208.80 

5.50 

39.00 

19.50 

111.60 

22.10 

64.00 

32.00 

172.60 

36.50 

107.00 

53.50 

270.80 

11.50 

113.00 

56.50 

281.20 

18.30 

77.00 

38.50 

193.80 

499.00 

249.50 

1,235.60 

35.70 

25.00 

12.50 

60.00 

6.20 

152.00 

76.00 

383.80 

7.20 

39.00 

19.50 

93.60 

14.90 

113.00 

56.50 

293.20 

6.50 

119.00 

59.50. 

307.60 

35.70 

67.00 

33.50 

167.80 

6.00 
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King  David's   

209 

214.00 

Friendship   

210 

268.00 

San  Benito   

211 

92.60 

South  San  Francisco.. 

212 

207.20 

San  Buenaventura  .. 

214 

128.80 

Oak  Grove   

215 

459.20 

Doric   

216 

530.70 

Monterey   

217 

132.80 

Mosaic   

218 

98.20 

Speranza  Italiana 

219 

240.00 

Downey   

220 

97.40 

Inyo   

221 

55.50 

Granite   

222 

53.10 

Bakersfield   

224 

320.80 

Brooklyn   

225 

416.50 

San  Mateo   

226 

170.80 

Athens   

228 

84.30 

Solano   

229 

318.60 

North  Butte   

230 

88.90 

Covelo   

231 

47.70 

Janesville   

232 

49.80 

Calistoga   

233 

81.70 

Hope   

234 

57.80 

Surprise  Valley  

235 

55.20 

Hills  Ferry   

236 

73.00 

Guadalupe   

237 

69.00 

Colusa   

240 

86.50 

Santa  Ana   

241 

329.00 

Magnolia   

242 

110.00 

Eucalyptus   

243 

97.10 

Alcatraz   

244 

419.60 

Laurel   

245 

107.90 

Pomona   

246 

258.60 

Fresno   

247 

376.50 

Alturas   

248 

66.30 

Adin   

250 

46.50 

Bodie   

252 

30.00 

Landmark   

253 

50.10 

Eeading   

254 

136.00 

Welcome   

255 

81.70 

Lodi   

256 

200.30 

Penrhyn   

258 

81.70 

Evergreen   

259 

288.40 

Home 
lint  en  a  nee 
Fund. 

Home 
Building 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Represent- 
atives. 

210.00 

105.00 

529.00 

19.10 

260.00 

130.00 

658.00 

2.50 

94.00 

47.00 

233.60 

5.90 

198.00 

99.00 

504.20 

132.00 

66.00 

326.80 

29.70 

448.00 

224.00 

1,131.20 

.20 

503.00 

251.50 

112.00 

56.00 

300.80 

6.60 

98.00 

49.00 

245.20 

2.80 

210.00 

105.00 

555,00 

96.00 

48.00 

241.40 

35,70 

55.00 

27.50 

138.00 

48.20 

59.00 

29.50 

141.60 

7.10 

312.00 

156.00 

788.80 

23.40 

385.00 

192.50 

994.00 

.20 

152.00 

76.00 

398.80 

1.20 

77.00 

38.50 

199.80 

5.10 

274.00 

137.00 

729.60 

2.10 

91.00 

45.50 

225,40 

9.50 

43.00 

21.50 

112.20 

52.00 

26.00 

127.80 

34.80 

83.00 

41.50 

206.20 

2.50 

52.00 

26.00 

135.80 

23.70 

48.00 

24.00 

127.20 

45.90 

70.00 

35.00 

178.00 

7.00 

70.00 

35.00 

174.00 

21.60 

85.00 

42.50 

214.00 

9.40 

330.00 

165.00 

824.00 

35.75 

100.00 

50.00 

260.00 

29.60 

99.00 

49.50 

245.60 

1.10 

384.00 

192.00 

995.60 

.20 

111.00 

55.50 

274.40 

10.00 

264.00 

132.00 

654.60 

35.70 

355.00 

177.50 

909.00 

15.60 

67.00 

33.50 

166.80 

40.90 

45.00 

22.50 

114.00 

30.00 

15.00 

75.00 

50^00 

49.00 

24.50 

123.60 

140.00 

70.00 

346.00 

18.50 

83.00 

41.50 

206.20 

17.70 

197.00 

98.50 

495.80 

5.50 

83.00 

41.50 

206.20 

7.40 

306.00 

153.00 

747.40 

35.70 

140 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


General 
Fund. 


King   Solomon 's  

260 

557.70 

Tuscan   

261 

59.30 

Lompoc   

262 

113.40 

Hesperian   

264 

198.50 

o4. /U 

North  East  

266 

51.60 

Gait   

267 

61.30 

Durant   

.  268 

420.50 

Olive  Branch   

269 

136.70 

Snow  Mountain   

271 

38.20 

Pasadena   

272 

432.20 

Anchor   

273 

78.20 

Arroyo   

274 

45.00 

Oakdale   

275 

75.90 

Selma   

277 

182.90 

Southern  California.. 

..278 

663.00 

Hanford   

279 

175.70 

Madera   

280 

114.40 

Mt,  Shasta   

281 

52.50 

Callayomi   

282 

33.70 

South  "West   

283 

116.30 

San  Miguel   

74.11; 

Paso  Eobles   

286 

77.90 

Winnedumah   

287 

116.60 

Maxwell   

288 

34.50 

Elsinore   

289 

56.10 

East  Gate   

290 

772.40 

Santa  Paula   

291 

151.20 

Los  Gatos   

292 

135.00 

Orange  Grove   

293 

125.90 

Traver   

294 

76.00 

Mt.  Jackson   

295 

95.30 

Silver  Gate  

296 

458.60 

Dunsmuir   

297 

121.30 

Mokelumne  Hill   

298 

47.80 

Liberty   

299 

184.30 

Redlands   

300 

255.80 

Ontario   

301 

134.10 

Santa  Lucia   

302 

66.10 

Porterville   

303 

169.80 

304 

65.70 

Azusa   

305 

85.50 

Ashlar   

306 

131.30 

Home 

intenance 

Fund. 

Home 
Building 
Fund. 

Allowed 

Represent- 
Total.  atives. 

513.00 

256.50 

1,327.20 

57.00 

28.50 

144.80 

8.40 

106.00 

53.00 

272.40 

24.30 

195.00 

97.50 

491.00 

21.70 

83.00 

41.50 

209.20 

44.00 

22.00 

117.60 

47.00 

23.50 

131.80 

5.50 

435.00 

217.50 

1,073.00 

.20 

143.00 

71.50 

351.20 

18.30 

38.00 

19.00 

95.20 

15.60 

428.00 

214.00 

1,074.20 

35.70 

78.00 

39.00 

195.20 

36.10 

50.00 

25.00 

120.00 

19.00 

71.00 

35.50 

182.40 

7.40 

151.00 

75.50 

409.40 

16.70 

680.00 

340.00 

1,683.00 

35.70 

173.00 

86.50 

435.20 

17.70 

106.00 

53.00 

273.40 

55.00 

27.50 

135.00 

17.80 

33.00 

16.50 

83.20 

9.50 

117.00 

58.50 

291.80 

44.15 

79.00 

39.50 

192.60 

16.10 

61.00 

30.50 

169.40 

16.70 

104.00 

52.00 

272.60 

55.10 

35.00 

17.50 

87.00 

8.90 

59.00 

29.50 

144.60 

38.10 

706.00 

353.00 

1,831.40 

35.70 

138.00 

69.00 

358.20 

31.70 

130.00 

65.00 

330.00 

121.00 

60.50 

307.40 

35.70 

70.00 

35.00 

181.00 

17.00 

87.00 

43.50 

225.80 

3.50 

424.00 

212.00 

1,094.60 

44.15 

107.00 

53.50 

281.80 

22.80 

52.00 

26.00 

125.80 

14.00 

187.00 

93.50 

464.80 

2.50 

252.00 

126.00 

633.80 

36.40 

139.00 

69.50 

342.60 

35.70 

69.00 

34.50 

169.60 

10.30 

172.00 

86.00 

427.80 

20.00 

63.00 

31.50 

160.20 

17.10 

85.00 

42.50 

213.00 

31.40 

127.00 

63.50 

321.80 

35.70 
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Santa  Maria   

 oU  / 

Monrovia   

O  AO 

,  ..oU8 

118.60 

Delano   

...  dU9 

123.50 

O  A  AA 

Los  Banos   

312 

56.40 

Tehachapi   

  616 

1  Q  ;c  O  A 

Temescal   

Ol  A 

014 

Q7  1  O 
Of  .Iv 

Norwalk   

O  1  FT 

Ofi  QA 

Sanger   

316 

94.20 

Fallbrook   

..  317 

44.60 

Emmanuel   

318 

49.70 

HollenbecK   

O  1  A 

319 

947.00 

South  Gate   

320 

733.80 

Alisal  

321 

72.80 

Alhambra  

322 

257.00 

Whittier   

323 

175.60 

Corona   

324 

364.10 

Consuelo   

325 

77.90 

Needles   

326 

155.60 

Long  Beach   

327 

350.60 

135.40 

Q9Q 

1 1  ft  zin 

Kilauea   

330 

153.75 

Pacific  Grove   

331 

at  A  r\ 
D1.4U 

San  Pedro   

ooo 

Alta   

QQQ 

07  on 

West  Gate   

OOP: 

4  Of^  OA 

Fruitvale   

336 

356.90 

OQT 

1 1  o  art 

San  Jacinto   

...  338 

105.30 

QQQ 

01  7  OA 

Oxnard   

341 

174.40 

San  Fernando   

343 

91.90 

Starr  King  

344 

326.90 

Brentwood   

345 

95.50 

Palo  Alto   

346 

229.30 

McKinley   

347 

203.90 

San  Bernardino 

348 

324.70 

Sequoia   

349 

625.70 

Palestine   

351 

346.00 

Sunset   

352 

470.10 

Pinole   

353 

111.70 

Home 
Maintenance 
Fund. 

Home 
Building 
Fund. 

Total. 

Allowed 
Represent- 
atives. 

144.00 

72.00 

365.60 

36.40 

124.00 

62.00 

304.60 

35.70 

95.00 

47.50 

266.00 

20.30 

80.00 

40.00 

204.00 

23.80 

56.00 

28.00 

140.40 

8.30 

128.00 

64.00 

327.20 

25.60 

89.00 

44.50 

220.60 

35.70 

67.00 

33.50 

186.80 

35.70 

88.00 

44.00 

226.20 

16.50 

44.00 

22.00 

110.60 

41.70 

53.00 

26.50 

129.20 

9.70 

810.00 

405.00 

2,162.00 

35.70 

742.00 

371.00 

1,846.80 

35.70 

62.00 

31.00 

165.80 

2.50 

260.00 

130.00 

647.00 

35.70 

164.00 

82.00 

421.60 

35.90 

369.00 

184.50 

917.60 

35.70 

71.00 

35.50 

184.40 

41.90 

144.00 

72.00 

371.60 

48.50 

344.00 

172.00 

866.60 

36.50 

136.00 

68.00 

339.40 

36.50 

106.00 

53.00 

277.40 

35.70 

173.00 

86.50 

413.25 

AA 

OD.OU 

Q  Q  AA 
33.00 

160.40 

7.00 

199.00 

AA  CTA 

99.50 

525.60 

36.50 

31.00 

15.50 

74.40 

154.00 

77.00 

383.60 

35.70 

A  OO  AA 

422.00 

211.00 

1,068.80 

35.70 

291.00 

145.50 

793.40 

.20 

104.00 

52.00 

268.60 

2.10 

107.00 

53.50 

265.80 

38.70 

201.00 

100.50 

519.40 

35.70 

176.00 

88.00 

438.40 

30.30 

81.00 

40.50 

213.40 

34.70 

301.00 

150.50 

778.40 

85.00 

42.50 

223.00 

3.80 

207.00 

103.50 

539.80 

2.10 

181.00 

90.50 

475.40 

1.10 

283.00 

141.50 

749.20 

35.70 

543.00 

271.50 

1,440.20 

.20 

320.00 

160.00 

826.00 

35.70 

419.00 

209.50 

1,098.60 

35.70 

83.00 

41.50 

236.20 

1.60 
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General 
Fund. 


Presidio   

354 

349.80 

Hollywood   

355 

405.30 

Mill  Valley   

.  .  356 

205.10 

Buena  Park   

357 

76.30 

(jrolden  fc»tate   

358 

560.00 

 ooy 

32.40 

Sail  Francisco   

 oDU 

 ool 

69.90 

 oD^ 

1  n9  ftn 

IVci.OV 

Berkeley   

363 

356.30 

Olivet   

364 

57.00 

Willits   

365 

112.40 

Las  Palmas   

366 

370.80 

South  Pasadena 

367 

178.80 

Unity   

368 

196.60 

Ocean  Park   

369 

210.20 

Amity   

370 

340.80 

Oceanic  ... •.  

371 

171.00 

Gardena   

...  372 

84.00 

Veteran   

373 

204.20 

Jewel   

...    D  <  4 

11/1  pcn 
114. oU 

Richmond   

375 

355.20 

Francis  Drake  

376 

83.70 

Q77 

luo.ov 

■loU.UU 

r  illmore  

AT  1  A 

Huntington  Beach 

380 

63.70. 

Oceanside   

Q  Q  1 

ool 

fit  QA 

Highland  Park 

382 

357.30 

Orosi   

383 

60.90 

El  Centro   

,384 

135.20 

Dinuba   

385 

164.70 

Coalinga   

387 

157.30 

Parnassus   

388 

345.00 

Palos  Verdes  

....389 

191.00 

Imperial   

390 

79.60 

East  Belt   

391 

61.40 

West  Lake   

392 

636.10 

Balder   

393 

231.90 

University   

394 

265.20 

Turlock   

395 

70.30 

Apollo   

396 

166.50 

Eising  Light   

397 

149.70 

Home 

Home 

Allowed 

IVI  tiiiitena-iice 

Represent" 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

atives. 

312.00 

156.00 

817.80 

357.00 

178.50 

940.80 

35.70 

189.00 

94.50 

488.60 

1.00 

67.00 

33.50 

176.80 

35.70 

480.00 

240.00 

1,280.00 

35.70 

36.00 

18.00 

86.40 

250.00 

125.00 

659.00 

71.00 

35.50 

176.40 

13.90 

84,00 

42.00 

228.60 

347.00 

173.50 

876.80 

.20 

60.00 

30.00 

147.00 

14.90 

96.00 

48.00 

256.40 

8.00 

322.00 

161.00 

853.80 

15.60 

.172.00 

86.00 

436.80 

35.70 

194.00 

97.00 

487.60 

37.90 

198.00 

99.00 

507.20 

36.40 

322.00 

161.00 

823.80 

156.00 

78.00 

405.00 

80.00 

40.00 

204.00 

35.70 

168.00 

84.00 

456.20 

36.40 

95.00 

47.50 

257.00 

308.00 

154.00 

817.20 

73.00 

36.50 

193.20 

.70 

87.00 

43.50 

235.80 

36.40 

410.00 

205.00 

1,095.00 

35.70 

89.00 

44.50 

230.60 

32.40 

63.00 

31.50 

158.20 

37.20 

47.00 

23.50 

133.80 

39.90 

317.00 

158.50 

832.80 

35.70 

61.00 

30.50 

152.40 

19.10 

118.00 

59.00 

312.20 

53.20 

113.00 

56.50 

334.20 

18.30 

147.00 

73.50 

377.80 

19.80 

290.00 

145.00 

780.00 

160.00 

80.00 

431.00 

36.50 

64.00 

32.00 

175.60 

52.90 

46.00 

23.00 

130.40 

13.40 

579.00 

289.50 

1,504.60 

35.70 

201.00 

100.50 

533.40 

218.00 

109.00 

592.20 

35.70 

67.00 

33.50 

170.80 

7.40 

145.00 

72.50 

384.00 

.20 

113.00 

56.50 

319.20 

35.70 
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Home 

Home 

Allowed 

General 

Maintenance 

Building 

Represent- 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

atives. 

Fraternity   

 399 

173.30 

167.00 

83.50 

423.80 

Z.OU 

Burlingame   

 400 

195.40 

156.00 

78.00 

429.40 

1  in 
1.10 

Bay  View   

 401 

243.30 

217.00 

108.50 

568,80 

Brawley   

 402 

84.40 

76.00 

38.00 

198.40 

51.70 

Yerba  Biiena   

 403 

229.10 

199.00 

99.50 

527.60 

OA 

Glendora   

404 

46.90 

51.00 

25.50 

123.40 

35.70 

Moneta   

405 

378.70 

283.00 

141.50 

803.20 

35.70 

Burbank   

406 

89.50 

75.00 

37.50 

202.00 

35.00 

La  Mesa  

407 

60.50 

65.00 

32.50 

158.00 

44.50 

Sierra  Madre   

408 

71.40 

66.00 

33.00 

170.40 

36.40 

Honolulu   

 409 

190.50 

190.00 

95.00 

475.50 

Charter  Eock 

 410 

424.50 

355.00 

177.50 

957.00 

.20 

Ferris   

 411 

71.00 

50.00 

25.00 

146.00 

37.10 

Calexico   

412 

92.50 

85.00 

42.50 

220.00 

54.00 

Waucoba   

413 

28.10 

29.00 

14.50 

71.60 

52.90 

Arlington   

 414 

149.00 

130.00 

65.00 

344.00 

35.70 

Silver  Trowel 

 415 

171.40 

146.00 

73.00 

390.40 

35.70 

Lindsay   

 416 

62.40 

56.00 

28.00 

146.40 

19.30 

Clovis   

417 

48.70 

43.00 

21.50 

113.20 

16.40 

Elysian   

 418 

264.20 

208.00 

104.00 

576.20 

35.70 

Upland   

419 

72.50 

65.00 

32.50 

170.00 

35.70 

Kerman   

 420 

46.80 

42.00 

21.00 

109.80 

Inglewood   

 421 

90.00 

70.00 

35.00 

195.00 

36.20 

Eagle  Rock  ..—  

 422 

49.30 

47.00 

23.50 

119.80 

36.20 

York   

AOO 

fto  art 

ti  4  r\f\ 

32.00 

188.60 

36.70 

Exeter   

 424 

55.70 

53.00 

26.50 

135.20 

18.90 

Holtville   

 425 

59.90 

51.00 

25.50 

136.40 

54.00 

Midway   

 426 

131.80 

112.00 

56.00 

299.80 

27.60 

Chino  Valley  

 427 

42.80 

42.00 

21.00 

105.80 

35.70 

San  Dimas   

 428 

58.20 

58.00 

29.00 

145.20 

35.70 

Pittsburg   

429 

67.20 

48.00 

24.00 

139.20 

3.00 

McCloud   

430 

48.90 

41.00 

20.50 

110.40 

27.00 

Alpha   

431 

227.90 

181.00 

90.50 

499.40 

1.10 

Roseville   

432 

91.50 

85.00 

42.50 

219.00 

6.80 

Hammonton   

433 

65.60 

44.00 

22.00 

131.60 

10.05 

Maricopa   

434 

63.00 

50.00 

25.00 

138.00 

27.10 

Fairmount   

435 

511.40 

336.00 

168.00 

1,015.40 

Claremont   

436 

65.50 

55.00 

27.50 

148.00 

35.70 

Lancaster   

437 

69.90 

4L00 

20.50 

131.40 

30.60 

Germania   

438 

83.50 

65.00 

32.50 

181.00 

35.70 

Tyrian   

439 

30.20 

28.00 

14.00 

72.20 

5.50 

Standard   

440 

153.90 

101.00 

50.50 

305.40 

.20 

Coronado   

441 

69.30 

67.00 

33.50 

169.80 

44.15 
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Home 

Home 

Allowed 

General 

Maintenance 

Building 

Represent- 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Fund. 

Total. 

atives. 

Blackmer   

 442 

135.70 

113.00 

56.50 

305.20 

44.15 

Schofield   

443 

101.50 

74.00 

37.00 

212.50 

Carpinteria   

 444 

33.90 

31.00 

15.50 

80.40 

28.40 

Wilshire   

 445 

242.80 

212.00 

106.00 

560.80 

35.70 

La  Puenta   

 446 

47.90 

41.00 

20.50 

109.40 

35.70 

Torrance   

447 

39.00 

30.00 

15.00 

84.00 

35.70 

Mt.  Diablo   

448 

50.20 

38.00 

19.00 

107.20 

2.80 

Park   

449 

301.10 

159.00 

79.50 

539.60 

Van  Nuys   

450 

67.70 

43.00 

21.50 

132.20 

35.70 

Montebello   

....451 

50.10 

39.00 

19.50 

108.60 

35.70 

San  Pasqual   

 452 

78.30 

77.00 

38.50 

193.80 

35.70 

Bethlehem   

 453 

116.60 

74.00 

37.00 

227.60 

Crocker   

 454 

56.60 

34.00 

17.00 

107.60 

(jrolden  West   

 455 

no  AA 

98.00 

49.00 

A  (\  A  OA 

404.20 

Kennett   

 456 

63.10 

39.00 

19.50 

121.60 

19.70 

Kamona   

457 

64.10 

49.00 

24.50 

137.60 

35.70 

Henry  S.  Orme 

458 

161.20 

68.00 

34.00 

263.20 

35.70 

Riverbank   

459 

41.00 

30.00 

15.00 

86.00 

6.90 

Mount  Oso   

U.  D. 

58.60 

34.00 

17.00 

109.60 

4.40 

Argonaut   

U.  D. 

119.50 

45.00 

22.50 

187.00 

Paul  Revere   

U.  D. 

195.60 

64.00 

32.00 

291.60 

Morgan  Hill  .... 

U.  D. 

20.10 

19.00 

9.50 

48.60 

4.90 

Center   

U.  D. 

20.90 

21.00 

10.50 

52.40 

12.60 

Alta  Vista  

U.  D. 

26.20 

18.00 

9.00 

53.20 

Totals  

 $62,811.85  $57,856.00  $2J 

^,928.00  $149,595.85  i 

^6,381.10 

The  returns  disclose  the  following  interesting  information : 


3513  members  raised  as  compared  with   3257  last  year 

1063  members  affiliated  as  compared  with   1088 

126  members  restored  as  compared  with   146 

4702  members  gained  as  compared  with   4491 

753  members  withdrawn  as  compared  with   738  " 

638  members  suspended  for  N.P.D,  as  compared  with..  742 

23  members  expelled  or  suspended  as  compared  with .  .      20    * '     ' ' 

814  members  died  as  compared  with   811 

2228  members  lost  as  compared  with   2311  " 


There  has  been  a  net  gain  in  membership  for  the  year  2474,  making 
the  total  membership  at  the  close  of  the  year  57,856. 
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The  number  of  members  from  outside  jurisdictions  who  have  affil- 
iated with  us  considerably  exceeds  the  number  who  have  withdrawn.  It 
would  seem,  however,  that  with  proper  attention  given  to  the  non- 
affiliated members  in  our  midst,  this  proportion  should  be  considerably 
increased. 

The  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  should  receive  attention. 
It  is  to  be  noted,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  Lodges  which  are  remiss  in 
making  reports  have  the  largest  proportionate  number  of  suspensions. 
This  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  if  proper  attention  were  paid  to  the 
delinquents  the  number  could  be  materially  reduced.  We  believe  if  the 
Masters  and  Secretaries  of  the  various  Lodges  will  give  this  matter 
proper  attention  this  can  be  accomplished.  We  think  continual  effort 
should  be  made  by  all  Lodges  toward  this  end.  It  would  seem  that  as 
much  time  and  effort  should  be  given  to  maintaining  a  member  on  the 
rolls  in  good  standing  after  he  is  once  there  as  is  given  to  putting  him 
there  in  the  first  place. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  D.  Abrams, 
C.  D.  Barnett, 
Geo.  W.  LeMoin, 
John  B.  Wuersching, 
Arthur  S.  Crites, 

Committee. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 


The  Committee  on  Grievances  presented  the  ''Omnibus" 
report  of  that  Committee  as  follows : 
To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  referred 
the  following  trial  records,  to-wit : 


Eecord  179,  Moneta  No.  405 
' '     192,  Las  Pahnas  No.  366 
' '     193,  Hawaiian  No.  21 
' '     194,  Park  No.  449 
' '     195,  Hawaiian  No.  21 

196,  Nicolaus  No.  129 
' '     197,  Amador  No.  65 

198,  Silver  Gate  No.  296 


Eecord  199,  South  Gate  No.  320 

200,  La  Mesa  No.  407 

201,  Blackmer  No.  442 

202,  Golden  West  No.  455 

204,  South  Gate  No.  320 

205,  Salinas  No.  204 
207,  Friendship  No.  210 
209,  Fullerton  No.  339 


respectfully  reports  that  after  careful  examination  it  finds  that  in  each 
of  the  cases  referred  to  there  was  at  least  a  substantial  compliance  with 
the  Constitution  and  Eegulations;  that  in  those  cases  where  there  was  a 
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failure  to  comply  strictly  with  the  law  and  with  the  procedure  governing 
trials,  the  error  in  no  way  prejudiced  the  rights  of  the  accused;  that  in 
none  of  those  cases  was  any  appeal  taken,  and  in  every  instance  sub- 
stantial justice  has  been  done. 

Your  Committee  notes  with  great  satisfaction  that  generally  speaking 
there  has  been  a  material  improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  trials 
have  been  conducted,  and  in  the  form  in  which  the  transcripts  have  been 
prepared. 

In  this  connection  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  record 
of  the  trial  commission  in  Eecord  No.  198,  from  Silver  Gate  Lodge  No. 
296.  The  transcript  is  not  only  a  model  for  a  record  of  proceedings  be- 
cause of  the  eare  and  exactness  with  which  it  has  been  prepared  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  constitution  (with  one  exception 
to  be  hereafter  noted),  but  it  is  in  itself,  of  its  kind,  a  work  of  art. 
The  typing  is  extraordinarily  clear  and  distinct,  with  no  erasures  or  inter- 
lineations, and  it  appears  as  a  bound  book  in  a  handsome  leather  cover, 
lettered  in  gold.  The  testimony  was  reported  and  the  transcript  prepared 
by  Brother  Norton  Langford;  and  it  is  to  be  especially  noted  that 
Brother  Langford  made  no  charge  whatever  for  his  services. 

The  one  departure  from  a  strict  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Constitution,  to  which  we  have  referred  (and  to  which  no  refer- 
ence would  be  made  except  for  the  fact  that  we  have  declared  the  record 
to  be  a  model),  consists  in  having  the  transcript  of  testimony  constituting 
the  record  signed  by  the  witnesses.  The  transcript  transmitted  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  is  presumed  to  be  merely  a  copy  of  the  original  which 
is  filed  in  the  archives  of  the  Lodge.  It  is  the  original  which  should  be 
signed  by  the  witnesses,  and  not  the  copy  transmitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  The  only  originals  in  that  transcript  should  be  the  certificates 
required  by  the  Constitution.  The  other  practice,  however,  has  become 
so  common  that  in  recent  years  it  has  not  been  questioned. 

We  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  verdict  and  decision  in  each  of  the  cases  herein 
referred  to,  and  the  action  of  the  Lodge  thereon,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
are,  approved  and  confirmed. 

Charles  Albert  Adams, 
George  L.  Jones, 
J.  P.  Bernhard, 
Walter  F.  Haas, 

Committee. 

Report  adopted. 

Brother  Charles  Albert  Adams,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Grievances,  presented  the  following  report : 
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To  the  M.'.  W.\  Grand  Lodge: 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  for  restoration  in  Trial  Record  No.  151,  respectfully  reports: 

This  is  a  petition  for  restoration.  Petitioner  was  expelled  on  the 
2d  day  of  March,  1914,  after  conviction  upon  a  charge  of  having  obtained 
money  under  false  pretenses.  The  testimony  upon  which  he  was  con- 
victed was  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  his  conviction  in  the  Superior 
Court;  and  the  action  of  the  Lodge  was  affirmed  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  the  Annual  Communication  of  1914. 

Notice  of  the  petition  for  restoration  was  duly  given  to  the  Lodge 
as  required  by  the  Constitution,  and  at  a  stated  meeting  held  on  the  4th 
day  of  September,  1916,  the  Lodge  voted  against  restoring  petitioner 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

The  petitioner  is  now  on  parole,  and  accompanying  the  petition  is 
a  copy  of  a  petition  for  a  pardon,  signed  by  eight  members  of  the  jury, 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  in  which  it  is  recited  that 
there  were  ''many  extenuating  circumstances  and  the  jury  had  a  grave 
doubt  as  to  his  being  actuated  by  any  criminal  intent  in  obtaining  the 
money  that  he  did,  .  .  .  and  that  since  that  time  his  conduct  has 
been  exemplary,  and  he  is  very  anxious  to  embark  in  business,  and  it 
is  believed  that  he  will  prove  to  be  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  useful  member 
of  the  community  wherever  he  may  reside ' 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  only  grounds  upon  which  the  petitioner 
seeks  restoration  are  the  following: 

First.  That  he  was  unjustly  convicted  of  a  crime  of  which  he  was 
not  guilty. 

Second.    That  the  trial  was  unfair. 

Third,  That  the  jury  first  returned  a  verdict  that  was  equivalent 
to  acquittal;  and  that  the  trial  judge  refused  to  accept  that  verdict. 

Fourth.  That  the  Lodge  based  its  action  on  the  Court  proceedings 
which  were  irregular  and  unfair. 

These  were  practically  the  same  grounds  upon  which  was  based  peti- 
tioner's  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  his  conviction  in  the  Superior 
Court;  and  on  the  hearing  of  that  appeal  the  District  Court  of  Appeals, 
as  appears  from  the  reported  decision,  affirmed  the  judgment  of  convic- 
tion,   (142  Pac.  Rep,,  page  495,) 

In  view  of  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  only  grounds  upon  which  is  based  the  petition  for  restoration  are 
those  determined  by  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction  to  be  without 
merit,  your  Committee  feels  constrained  to  recommend  that  the  petition 
be  denied. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 
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Eesolved,  that  the  petition  for  restoration  in  Trial  Kecord  No.  151 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  denied. 

Chas.  Albert  Adams, 
J.  P.  Bernhard, 
George  L.  Jones, 

Committee. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was  concurred 
in  and  the  petition  for  restoration  was  denied. 

Brother  Haas,  from  the  same  Committee,  reported  as  to 
Trial  Record  No.  203,  on  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the 
Trial  Commission  in "  Starr  King  Lodge  No.  344,  confirming 
and  approving  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  expelling  the  ac- 
cused ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Brother  Haas,  for  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  reported 
as  to  Trial  Record  No.  211,  which  resulted  in  a  verdict  of 
reprimand  and  which  had  been  appealed  by  the  accuser,  rec- 
ommending that  the  judgment  of  the  Trial  Commission  in 
Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  61,  be  sustained.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  was  adopted. 


OWNERSHIP  OF  PROPERTY  BY  LODGES. 

Brother  Hervey  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

Whereas,  the  statute  passed  by  the  legislature  of  California  in  1911 
(Statutes,  p.  572),  in  relation  to  the  ownership,  etc.,  of  property  by 
Lodges,  is  not  adequate  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  will  require  fur- 
ther legislation  to  make  the  same  effective  and  expedient  for  use  by 
Lodge.   Now,  therefore,  let  it  be 

Eesolved,  that  the  Grand  Secretary,  until  the  laws  of  California  are 
further  amended  with  reference  to  the  ownership  of  property  by  Lodges, 
omit  from  further  editions  of  the  Constitution  section  87c  now  contained 
therein. 

The  Grand  Lodge  Avas  then  called  off  until  Thursday 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Morning  Session. 

Thursday,  October  12,  1916. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

After  music  by  our  veteran  Grand  Organist  and  prayer 
by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  the  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions 
were  read  and  approved. 

Past  Grand  Master  Motley  H.  Flint  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

Brother  William  A.  Sherman  offered  a  resolution  to 
amend  section  73  of  the  Constitution,  providing  that  officers 
of  newly-formed  Lodges  shall  show  evidence  of  proficiency 
in  Masonic  law  as  well  as  ritual,  prior  to  issuance  of  dispensa- 
tion to  form  Lodge.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Goldaracena,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  re- 
ported back  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Educa- 
tion as  follows: 

To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Education,  have  read  and  studied  said  report  and 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  involves  nothing  more  than  a  matter 
of  policy;  that  no  appropriation  of  funds  is  asked,  for  which  reason, 
feeling  that  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  duties  of  your  Finance 
Committee,  we  hereby  refer  the  said  report  back  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
its  action. 

Geo.  F.  Eodden, 
O.  M.  Goldaracena, 
J.  H.  Stephens, 
J.  H.  Bean, 
Wm.  a.  Sherman. 

Thereupon,  on  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Education  was  again  read  and  adopted  as  presented. 
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Brother  Goldaracena  also  reported  appropriations  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  M.' .  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

We  have  received  and  considered  the  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Relief 

of  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Oakland,  Sacramento,  San 

Jose  and  Honolulu,  and  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 

adoption : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $7,839.32  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated from  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  divided  as  follows: 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Francisco  $2,629.90 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Los  Angeles   2,500.00 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Oakland   1,209.42 

To  the  Board  of  Relief  of  Sacramento   1,500.00 

We  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  matter  of  salaries  for  the 
Grand  Officers,  and  beg  leave  to  report  thereon  as  follows^  and  make  the 
following  recommendations : 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Treasurer   $  200.00 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary   3,600.00 

The  salary  of  the  Asistant  Grand  Secretary    2,100.00 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Organist    60,00 

The  salary  of  the  Grand  Tiler   125.00 

For  the  services  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence   200.00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Grand  Master,  to  be  used  in  de- 
fraying actual  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  performance 


As  it  is  impossible  to  know  the  exact  amount  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  the  Committee  recommends  that  the  Grand 
Lecturer  file  with  the  Grand  Secretary  an  itemized  account  of  his  actual 
expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  that  when  said 
account  has  been  audited  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  that  it  be  paid 
as  other  accounts  are  paid. 

Resolved,  That  our  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master,  Albert  G.  Burnett,  be 
requested  to  sit  for  his  portrait  done  in  oil,  and  that,  when  finished,  the 
V.'.  W.*.  Grand  Secretary  have  the  same  suitably  framed  and  placed  with 
the  portraits  of  other  Past  Grand  Masters  in  the  Masonic  Temple  of 


The 


of  his  duties  

salary  of  the  Grand  Lecturer 


1,200.00 
3,000.00 


this  city. 


Geo.  F.  Rodden, 
J.  H.  Bean, 
Wm.  a.  Sherman, 
O.  M.  Goldaracena. 


Report  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTERS. 

Brother  Frank  W.  Hosmer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Charters,  presented  the  following  report : 
To  the  M.' .  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  applications  of  the  various 
Lodges  under  dispensation  during  the  past  Masonic  year,  begs  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

Having  carefully  examined  the  records,  minute  books  and  such  other 
documents  as  were  submitted,  and  personally  interviewed  such  representa- 
tives of  the  Lodges  in  question  as  were  present,  the  Committee  found  the 
records,  except  in  a  few  unimportant  instances,  generally  kept  in  a  proper, 
neat  and  legible  manner.  This  examination  also  disclosed  that  these 
Lodges  are  on  a  sound  financial  basis. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommends  that  Charters  be  granted  to 
the  following  Lodges  and  numbered  as  noted : 

Mount  Oso  Lodge  No.  460,  Tracy,  San  Joaquin  County; 

Argonaut  Lodge  No.  461,  San  Francisco; 

Paul  Revere  Lodge  No.  462,  San  Francisco; 

Morgan  Hill  Lodge  No.  463,  Morgan  Hill,  Santa  Clara  county; 

Alta  Vista  Lodge  No.  464,  San  Francisco; 

Center  Lodge  No.  465,  Fresno,  Fresno  county. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  W.  Hosmer, 
M.  J.  Newberg, 
William  Kay, 
J.  P.  Bascom, 
A.  W.  Bush, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  Charters  ordered  to  be  is- 
sued accordingly. 

Brother  Elmer  E.  Stone  offered  a  resolution  to  amend 
section  30  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

The  Grand  Secretary  proposed  to  amend  section  17  of 
the  Constitution,  providing  that  the  annual  election  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  day  of  Grand  Lodge  instead  of  the  fourth 
day.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 
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REPORT  OF  ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Motley  H.  Flint  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Endowment  Committee  of  the  Masonic  Homes, 
and  its  was  adopted  as  printed. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Angellotti,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jurisprudence,  presented  the  following  reports: 
To  the  M.'.  TV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  has  had  under  consideration  that 
portion  of  the  Address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  which 
states  the  decisions  on  questions  of  Masoanic  law  rendered  by  him 
during  the  year. 

Decisions  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  13,  15,  16,  18  and 
20  are  so  clearly  in  accord  both  with  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  our 
written  law  and  the  decisions  made  by  this  Grand  Lodge  thereunder, 
that  no  comment  on  our  part  is  necessary.  We  recommend  that  all  of 
the  decisions  specified  be  affirmed  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

As  to  decision  No.  5,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in 
our  law  that  prohibits  the  conferring  by  the  same  Lodge  of  more  than 
five  degrees  in  any  period  of  twenty-four  hours.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  law  as  written  to  prohibit  the  holding  of  more  than  one  called 
meeting  within  the  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  that  matter  being  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Master,  and  the  only  limitation  being  as  to 
the  character  of  the  business  that  may  be  transacted  at  such  a  meeting. 
Section  115  simply  prohibits  the  conferring  of  degrees  on  more  than 
five  candidates  at  any  one  meeting,  the  conferring  of  more  than  one 
degree  on  any  one  candidate  at  any  one  meeting,  and  the  conferring  of 
degrees  on  more  than  one  candidate  at  a  time.  We  are  not  at  liberty 
to  add  by  decision  to  the  prohibition  thus  clearly  expressed,  and  if  any 
change  in  this  respect  is  desired  it  must  be  accomplished  by  legislation. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  be  not  approved. 
Adopted. 

Decision  No.  12  is  in  accord  with  the  ruling  Grand  Master  Murphey 
in  1914,  which  ruling  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,    (Sec.  135p.) 
We  reconmiend  that  the  decision  be  approved. 

Adopted, 
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Decision  No.  14  is  in  strict  accord  with  our  law.  The  Grand  Master 
suggests  that  perhaps  the  law  should  be  amended  to  meet  such  a  situ- 
ation as  was  presented  in  the  case  brought  before  him  and  discussed 
in  his  decision.  We  are  noting  this  decision  simply  to  suggest  that  in 
the  year  1912  our  Constitution  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
modification  in  special  cases  of  the  general  rule  as  to  territorial  juris- 
diction of  Lodges,  such  modification  to  be  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  amendment  is  section  92A  of  the  Constitution. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  be  approved. 

Adopted. 

As  to  Decision  No.  17,  we  must  assume  in  favor  of  the  ruling  of  the 
Grand  Master  that  the  proposed  candidate,  by  reason  of  his  physical 
defect,  was  not  able  to  conform  substantially  to  the  requirements  of 
the  various  degrees,  and,  so  assuming,  the  decision  must  be  held  to  have 
been  correct.  The  test  in  all  cases  is  whether  the  candidate  is  thus 
able  to  substantially  conform.  It  would  seem  that  Lodges  should  be 
able  to  apply  this  simple  test  without  the  necessity  of  advice  or  ruling 
on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Master. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  be  approved. 

Adopted. 

At  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  it  was  proposed  to 
amend  our  Constitution  by  making  it  provide  '  *  that  the  daughter  of  a 
Master  Mason,  in  good  standing,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  is 
entitled  to  relief  as  a  matter  of  right;  that  the  daughter  of  a  Master 
Mason  who  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  shall  not  as  a 
matter  of  right  be  entitled  to  aid,  but  may  receive  aid  at  the  discretion 
of  the  dispensing  body." 

If  any  such  amendment  is  desired  it  should  be  added  to  section 
163  of  the  Constitution,  which  now  provides  ''every  Master  Mason  in 
good  standing,  his  widow  and  orphans,  when  in  distress,  has  and  have 
the  right  to  ask  for  and  receive  relief,"  etc. 

The  word  ''orphan"  as  used  in  this  section  has  always  been  con- 
strued to  include  a  daughter,  whatever  her  age,  and  regardless  of 
whether  she  has  been  married.  If  in  distress,  such  a  person  has  always 
been  considered  as  entitled  to  Masonic  aid. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  our  law  in  this  regard  should  not  be 
changed,  and  especially  should  not  be  changed  so  as  to  exclude  the 
daughter  of  a  Master  Mason  simply  and  solely  by  reason  o't  the  fact  that 
she  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

We  recommend  that  the  proposed  amendment  be  not  adopted. 

Report  concurred  in. 
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Your  Committee  on  Jurispriulence  make  the  following  report  as  to 
certain  matters  submitted  to  them  for  consideration: 

1.  A  proposed  resolution  has  been  introduced,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  exempt  Lassen  Lodge  No.  149,  at  Susanville,  from  the  general  rules 
as  to  territory  over  which  it  shall  have  jurisdiction,  by  giving  it  juris- 
diction over  certain  specified  territory  not  within  its  jurisdiction  under 
such  general  rules.  The  change  proposed  would  affect  the  jurisdiction 
of  Janesville  Lodge  No.  232. 

No  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  has  been  made  in  such 
matter.  No  notice  of  this  application  or  resolution  has  been  given  to 
Janesville  Lodge.  Our  law  on  this  matter  (section  92A,  Constitution), 
expressly  provides  that  no  such  resolution  shall  be  adopted  except  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  further,  that  notice  of 
application  for  any  such  resolution  with  a  precise  statement  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  proposed  territory  shall  be  given  by  the  applicant 
Lodge  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  which  the  same  is  to  be  made, 
to  each  Lodge  whose  jurisdiction  will  be  affected  by  the  proposed  reso- 
lution. 

We  recommend  that  the  proposed  resolution  be  not  adopted. 
Recommendation  adopted. 

2.  It  is  proposed  to  amend  section  95  of  the  Constitution  which, 
among  other  things,  provides  that  no  lodge  shall  receive  an  application 
for  the  degrees  from  a  person  unless  he  shall  have  been  a  resident 
"within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  (i.  e.,  nearer  thereto  than  to  any 
other  lodge  existing  under  this  Grand  Lodge)  during  six  months  next 
preceding  the  date  of  his  application ' by  adding  thereto  a  proviso 
as  follows :  ' '  Provided,  that  the  petition  of  an  applicant  for  degrees 
may  be  presented  to  the  nearest  Lodge,  or,  when  the  nearest  Lodge  is 
not  in  the  county  in  which  the  applicant  resides,  then  to  the  nearest 
Lodge  in  that  county. ' ' 

We  can  see  no  good  object  in  thus  changing  the  general  rule  in 
regard  to  jurisdiction  of  Lodges.  One  of  the  effects  of  this  particular 
change  would  be  to  make  the  question  of  jurisdiction  dependent  to  some 
extent  on  the  option  of  the  applicant  for  the  degrees.  We  believe  that 
if  in  any  particular  case  the  circumstances  are  so  exceptional  as  to  make 
it  desirable  that  special  rules  of  jurisdiction  should  be  made  for  a 
particular  Lodge,  resort  should  be  had  to  the  provisions  of  section  92A 
of  the  Constitution  under  which  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Grand  Master,  may  prescribe  such  rules. 

We  recommend  that  the  proposed  amendment  be  not  adopted. 
Recommendation  adopted. 
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3.  It  is  proposed  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  authorizing  subor- 
dinate Lodges  to  adopt  by-laws  providing  that  members  who  have  be- 
longed to  the  Lodge  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  years  and 
liave  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  or  more,  shall  thereafter  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  any  Lodge  dues. 

Similar  propositions  have  been  made  before,  and  it  has  uniformly 
been  thought  that  any  such  change  in  our  law  was  undesirable.  The 
well-settled  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  that  all  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity who  are  able  to  discharge  the  obligation  resting  upon  them  as 
Masons  of  contributing  their  share  in  the  great  work  of  the  fraternity 
should  continue  to  do  so,  regardless  of  any  question  of  age.  It  is 
doubtless  true  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  who  are  thus  able  to  contribute 
who  desire  to  shirk  such  an  obligation.  We  see  no  good  reason  for  any 
change  in  our  policy  in  this  regard  and  recommend  that  the  proposed 
amendment  be  not  adopted. 

Recommendation  adopted. 

4.  Certain  questions  have  been  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
referred  to  this  Committee  as  to  the  effect  of  an  objection  made  by  a 
member  to  a  petition  for  degrees  when  such  petition  was  read  at  a  stated 
meeting,  the  objection  to  the  petition  being  received.  It  appears  from 
the  statement  made  in  connection  with  these  questions,  that  the  Master 
ruled  that  in  view  of  such  objection  the  petition  would  not  be  received, 
and  instructed  the  Secretary  to  return  the  fee  to  the  applicant. 

The  various  questions  asked  in  connection  with  this  matter  may  be 
sufficiently  answered  by  stating  that  the  objection  to  the  petition  being 
received  thus  made  by  a  member  was  under  our  law"  ineffectual  for  any 
purpose.  This  matter  is  practically  covered  by  a  decision  made  in  1915, 
which  is  reported  as  follows:  **When  objection  is  made  before  a  ballot, 
if  the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  is  favorable,  a  ballot  must 
be  had.  If  the  candidate  is  elected,  objection  may  then  be  made.  An 
objection  before  ballot  is  not  provided  for  in  our  Constitution:  the 
remedy  by  a  black  ball  being  considered  ample  to  prevent  the  election 
of  unworthy  petitioners."  (IHc) 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  Master  should  have  disregarded  the  objection, 
and,  at  least  unless  by  a  majority  vote  the  lodge  declined  to  receive 
the  application,  should  have  appointed  the  usual  committee  on  investi- 
gation. 

The  question  is  further  asked  ''when  is  such  a  petition  received?" 

We  are  satisfied  that  it  cannot  be  held  to  have  been  received  by  a 
Lodge  until  it  is  read  to  the  Lodge  at  a  stated  meeting.  In  this  con- 
nection, how^ever,  it  is  proper  to  note  that  the  prohibition  as  to  subse- 
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quent  withdrawal  of  such  an  application  is  applicable  only  after  the 
same  has  been  referred  to  a  committee. 

We  recommend  that  these  answers  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Adopted. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  Address  has  submitted  certain  correspond- 
ence between  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  Inspector  of  the  64th  Masonic 
District  at  Honolulu  relative  to  a  portion  of  the  third  degree  work  as 
given  by  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371,  at  Honolulu.  It  appears  that  a  certain 
portion  of  that  work,  namely,  the  so-called  * '  French ' '  work  in  the 
second  section,  differs  in  certain  respects  from  our  regular  ritual.  This 
particvilar  work,  as  we  understand  it,  has  been  followed  in  that  Lodge 
ever  since  its  institution,  its  original  charter  having  been  granted  over 
sixty-five  years  ago.  The  departures  from  our  prescribed  ritualistic 
work,  as  we  understand  the  matter^  in  no  wise  affect  the  substantial 
principles  and  teachings  sought  to  be  inculcated  by  our  ritual.  They  are 
of  the  same  character  as  the  departures  that  have  at  all  times  been  tacitly 
allowed  to  our  French-speaking  lodges  in  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 
At  the  same  time  we  cannot  question  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master 
that  these  departures  are  violations  of  section  121  of  our  Constitution. 
However,  we  cannot  feel  that  it  is  the  disposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  actually  prohibit  the  uniform  practice  in  these  Lodges,  a  practice 
which  has  been  acquiesced  in  and  practically  approved  during  the  whole 
history  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  We  do  think,  however,  that  if  the  practice 
is  to  continue  it  should  not  be  in  violation  of  our  written  law.  This 
fraternity  cannot  with  decency  or  dignity  occupy  such  a  position. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  that  section  121  of  the  Constitution 
be  amended  by  adding  thereto  a  proviso  reading  as  follows. 

''Provided,  however,  anything  in  this  section  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, that  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  whose  long  established 
ritualistic  work  is  in  part  a  departure  from  the  uniform  ritual  of  this 
jurisdiction,  may  continue  to  perform  such  work  as  the  same  is  now  being 
perform.ed  in  so  far  as  the  same  may  not  be  disapproved  by  the  Grand 
Master  and  the  Grand  Lecturer. ' ' 

Section  121  of  the  Constitution  was  thereupon  amended 
as  above  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  prayer  of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371  to  have  its  name 
changed  was  granted  on  the  adoption  of  the  following  report : 
Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371,  asking  that  its  name  be  changed  to 
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Lodge  le  Progres  de  I'Oceanie,  has  had  the  matter  under  consideration 
and  report  as  follows: 

From  the  papers  submitted  it  appears  over  the  seal  of  the  Lodge 
that  all  the  members  desire  that  the  change  should  be  made. 

Your  Committee  therefore  offers  the  following  resolution  and  recom- 
mends its  adoption: 

Eesolved:  That  the  name  of  Oceanic  Lodge  No.  371,  be  and  it  is 
hereby  changed  to  Lodge  de  Progres  de  1 'Oceanic,  No.  371. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  to  section 
192  of  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Brother  Ben  Levi,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  and  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

Brother  Levi  proposed  to  amend  section  192  by  inserting  in  said 
section  after  the  word  "duty"  in  line  6,  page  152,  the  following: 

''The  Master  of  the  Lodge  of  which  such  Mason  may  be  a  member, 
to  forthwith  obtain  a  certified  copy  of  such  final  judgment  of  conviction, 
and  said  judgment  shall  be  presented  to  said  Lodge  and  read  into  the 
record  thereof  at  its  next  stated  meeting,  and  it  shall  thereupon  be 
the  duty  of  the  Master  of  said  Lodge  to  declare  such  Mason  forthwith 
expelled. ' ' 

We  deem  this  proposed  legislation  entirely  too  radical.  It  would 
be  inequitable  and  in  a  great  many  cases  absolutely  unjust  to  assess  the 
penalty  of  expulsion  in  every  case  of  conviction  involving  moral  turpi- 
tude. The  fact  of  conviction  in  a  State  or  Federal  Court  should  not  be 
sufficiently  conclusive  evidence  of  guilt  as  to  absolutely  preclude  the 
possibility  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  offenses 
being  presented  to  a  Masonic  tribunal  in  order  that  a  just  punishment 
may  be  inflicted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  placed  itself  on  record  last  year  (proceedings  of 
1915,  page  482)  as  to  its  conception  of  the  proper  procedure  in  cases  of 
this  character,  and  we  do  not  feel  disposed  to  recommend  any  deviation 
therefrom. 

It  said,  ''Upon  the  trial  of  that  charge  the  record  of  the  conviction 
in  the  State  Court,  if  duly  authenticated,  may  be  properly  introduced 
as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  proof  of  the  charge.  Then  if  the  accused 
desires  to  introduce  evidence  in  his  own  behalf  he  may  do  so,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  has  been  convicted  in  the  State  Court.  The 
Commission  is  then  called  upon  to  decide  whether  or  not,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  offense  charged.  If 
no  testimony  at  all  is  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  accused  the  Commis- 
sion of  course  has  no  discretion  in  the  matter  and  must  find  a  verdict  of 
'guilty/  " 
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This  we  think  is  a  rational,  logical  and  satisfactory  manner  of 
procedure  in  this  character  of  cases.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the 
amendment  be  not  adopted. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  proposed  amendment 
was  lost. 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  has  had  under  consideration  De- 
cision No.  19  contained  in  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  and  beg  to  report 
thereon  as  follows: 

The  Grand  Master  decided  that  it  was  not  proper  to  hold  Masonic 
services  over  the  ashes  of  a  brother  whose  body  had  beeii  cremated.  We 
cannot  agree  with  the  broad  general  statement  contained  in  the  decision; 
but  on  the  contrary,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  when  a  Masonic  funeral 
is  requested,  it  is  eminently  fit  and  proper  to  pay  respect  to  the  memory 
of  a  departed  brother,  in  whatever  form  his  mortal  remains  may  be 
presented  for  the  performance  of  the  ceremony. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  this  decision  be  not  approved. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  Decision  No.  19  was  disap- 
proved. 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  has  had  under  consideration  the 
special  dispensations  issued  by  the  Grand  Master  during  the  year,  and 
also  his  approval  of  resolutions  relative  to  life  memberships. 

We  find  that  all  of  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Master  in  regard  to  these 
matters  have  been  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  our  Constitu- 
tion. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master 
therein  be  approved. 

Adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion presented  by  Brother  Bruck  of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Relief, 
providing  for  the  amendment  of  Section  210  of  the  Constitution,  Avould 
fraternally  report  that  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  to 
provide  that  a  suspended  Mason  tried  by  a  Lodge  other  than  his  own, 
might  be  restored  to  membership  through  the  vote  of  his  own  Lodge. 

Section  210  now  provides  that  a  suspended  Mason  may  be  restored 
only  by  the  Lodge  pronouncing  sentence  of  suspension.  If  that  Lodge 
refuses,  application  may  then  be  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  latter  body  restores  to  mem- 
bership at  large,  but  that  restoration  by  the  trial  Lodge,  restores  to  the 
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Lodge  of  former  membership.  It  can  easily  be  seen  that  serious  objec- 
tion to  such  restoration  might  exist  in  the  last  mentioned  Lodge;  and 
that,  under  our  law  as  at  present,  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  fra- 
ternity might  easily  be  strained  if  a  Lodge  were  thus  forced  against  its 
will  perhaps,  by  the  action  of  another  Lodge,  to  receive  an  unwelcome 
member  into  its  own  ranks. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  think  that  ordinarily  the  trial  Lodge,  pre- 
sumably impartial  and  possessed  of  all  the  facts,  is  best  fitted  to  pass 
upon  the  question  of  restoration.  An  error  upon  its  part  in  refusing 
restoration  can  be  corrected  by  an  application  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  An 
error  in  restoring  a  suspended  Mason,  due  to  partiality  or  ignorance  of 
the  facts,  could  not  be  corrected,  and  might  subject  the  fraternity  to 
considerable  criticism. 

We,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption : 

Kesolved,  That  Section  210  of  the  Constitution  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto,  at  the  end  of  the  first  sentence  the 
following:  And  provided,  further,  that  if  the  Mason  suspended  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Lodge  adjudging  suspension,  the  application  for  restora- 
tion shall  be  refused  unless  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  which  member- 
ship was  held,  if  it  be  in  this  jurisdiction,  is  given.  The  request  for 
such  consent  shall  lie  over  at  least  one  stated  meeting. ' ' 

Report  adopted,  and  Section  210  was  amended  by  unani- 
mous vote. 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  three 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  presented  by  Brothers  Duns- 
moor,  Test  and  Burke  in  behalf  of  the  Southern  California  Past  Masters 
Association,  would  fraternally  report  that  the  first  deals  with  section 
165  of  the  Constitution  and  aims  to  relieve  the  fraternity  in  California 
of  the  burden  of  taking  care  of  Masons  demitted  from  other  jurisdic- 
tions Avho,  out  of  standing  in  their  own  jurisdictions,  place  and  keep 
themselves  in  standing  here  by  the  simple  device  of  applying  for  mem- 
bership every  six  months. 

Under  our  decisions,  promulgated  many  years  ago,  a  non-affiliate 
living  in  this  jurisdiction,  though  unable  to  join  any  Lodge  herein,  can 
keep  himself  in  standing  by  making  application  for  membership  at  least 
every  six  months  and  accompanying  such  application  with  six  months 
dues. 

Your  Committee  is  fairly  of  the  opinion  that  good  standing  in  this 
State  should  not  be  based  upon  such  an  unsubstantial  foundation.  They 
are  equally  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  any  legislation  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  aimed  to  curtail  or  abrogate  the  privilege  herein  above  referred 
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to,  should  be  limited  to  those  not  in  good  standing  upon  their  entry  into, 
or  assumption  of  residence  in,  California.  True  Masonic  courtesy  to 
brethren  from  foreign  jurisdictions  compels  us,  in  our  judgment,  to  give 
full  Masonic  recognition  to  those  in  good  standing  in  such  foreign 
jurisdictions  if  they  conform  to  our  laws  while  residing  here.  We  believe 
the  law  should  be  amended,  therefore,  so  that  those  coming  to  California 
in  good  standing  in  their  own  jurisdictions,  or  regaining  such  good 
standing  after  their  arrival  here,  should  be  entitled  to  full  Masonic 
consideration. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Eesolved,  that  section  165  of  the  Constitution  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

''Provided,  further,  that  a  Mason  demitted  from  another  jurisdic- 
tion who  is  not  in  good  standing  therein  at  the  time  he  enters,  or  becomes 
a  resident  of  this  jurisdiction,  shall  in  no  case  be  entitled  to  any  Masonic 
rights  or  privileges  unless  and  until  he  shall  be  elected  a  member  of  some 
Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  or  shall  be  restored  to  membership  by  the 
jurisdiction  from  which  he  holds  his  demit. ' ' 

The  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  Section  165  of  the 
Constitution  was  amended  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  second  proposal  coming,  from  the  Southern  California  Past 
Masters  Association  is  intended  to  relieve  subordinate  Lodges  from  the 
payment  of  any  per  capita  tax  to  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  members 
whose  dues  may  have  been  remitted. 

With  the  principle  of  this  purpose  we  are  in  full  sympathy.  Lodges 
ought  always  to  remit  the  dues  of  their  members  who  are  unable  to  pay 
them,  and  no  restraint  upon  this  commendable  act  of  Masonic  charity 
should  be  imposed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  by  requiring  per  capita  contribu- 
tions as  for  the  member  whose  dues  have  been  thus  remitted.  Our  chief 
difficulty^  however,  has  been  to  devise  a  plan  of  procedure  calculated  to 
effect  the  purpose  in  mind  and  yet  affording  sufficient  protection  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  this  spirit  we  submit  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption : 

Eesolved,  That  section  41  of  the  Constitution  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

''Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  contribution  of  any  sort,  in  the 
nature  of  a  per  capita  tax,  shall  be  payable  by  a  Lodge  upon  any 
Mason  whose  dues  at  the  stated  meeting  in  July  of  the  calendar 
year  in  which  such  tax  would  otherwise  be  payable,  shall  have  been 
remitted  for  the  next  preceding  twelve  months  period,  because  of  the 
inability  of  such  Mason  to  pay  such  dues.  Each  subordinate  Lodge's 
annual  report,  in  addition  to  any  other  matters  required,  shall  contain  a 
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list  of  the  names  of  Masons  whose  dues  have  been  remitted,  together 
with  the  cause  of  such  remission,  as  to  whom  non-payment  of  per  capita 
tax  contribution  is  to  be  had. ' ' 

The  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  section  41  of  the 
Constitution  was  amended  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  third  deals  with  a  proposal  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  adding 
a  new  section  thereto,  to  the  effect  that  any  Entered  Apprentice  or 
Fellow  Craft  who  fails,  without  good  cause,  for  one  year,  to  present 
himself  for  the  remaining  degrees  shall,  after  notice,  be  stricken  from 
the  roll  of  members  and  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  be  given  to  him.  Under 
the  law  an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft  who  fails  to  present 
himself  for  the  remaining  degrees  possesses  but  one  right,  and  that  of 
a  very  unsubstantial  nature :  He  may  visit  his  own  Lodge  when  it  is 
open  in  the  degree  in  which  he  may  have  been  advanced. 

The  only  purpose  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  to  relieve  the  Secre- 
taries of  Lodges  from  carrying  these  Entered  Apprentices  or  Fellow 
Crafts  upon  their  rolls  and,  since  the  discontinuance  of  the  publication 
of  the  Eoster  in  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings,  we  are  constrained  to  believe 
that  this  purpose  is  of  but  negligible  import.  Some  record,  obviously, 
should  be  kept  of  the  fact  of  the  qualified  membership  attaching  to 
Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts,  and  we  believe  that  no  permanent 
and  substantial  good  can  be  accomplished  by  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  proposal  be  not  adopted.  ' 

F.  M.  Angellotti, 
Wm.  S.  Wells, 
Charles  L.  Patton, 
Dana  E.  Weller, 
John  D.  Murphey, 
Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe, 
Alonzo  J.  Monroe, 

Committee. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  and  the  proposal 
was  not  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Brother  Geo.  F.  Rodden,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  presented  the  following,  all  which  were  adopted. 
To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  carefully  examined  the  documents 
offered  in  support  of  a  request  for  reimbursement  submitted  by  South 
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Pasadena  Lodge  No.  367.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  South  Pasa- 
dena Lodge  incurred  an  indebtedness  of  $105.00  by  the  burial  of  Brother 
A.  G.  H.  Wood,  an  honorable  life  member  of  Northern  Light  Lodge  No. 
505,  of  West  Chazy,  New  York,  Northern  Light  Lodge,  responding  to 
telegrams  from  South  Pasadena,  arbitrarily  and  finally  refused  to  pay 
more  than  $50.00  towards  the  debt.  That  amount,  together  with  $3.53 
(cost  of  telegrams)  was  remitted.  South  Pasadena  Lodge  has  been  unre- 
mitting in  its  efforts  to  collect  the  balance  of  $55.00,  but  has  been 
unsuccessful.  We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend 
its  adoption: 

Resolved,  that  the  sum  of  $55.00  be  paid  to  South  Pasadena  Lodge 
No,  367,  wherewith  to  complete  the  payment  on  the  bill  incurred  on 
behalf  of  Brother  A.  G.  H.  Wood. 

Your  Finance  Committee  has  given  consideration  to  the  request  of 
Palos  Verdes  Lodge  No.  389  for  a  refund  of  $2.40  remitted  for  William 
David  Cook  as  a  member  of  that  Lodge.  They  base  their  claim  upon 
the  following  facts:  A  certificate  of  good  standing  was  issued  to  him, 
and  it  was  stated  that  a  dimit  would  be  issued.  The  Secretary  of  Olive 
Branch  Lodge  No.  269  failed  to  report  Bro,  Cook's  election  as  a  member 
of  that  Lodge  until  August  31,  1916,  at  which  time  he  was  reported  as 
having  been  elected  in  June,  1916,  Section  161  of  our  Constitution 
provides  that  if  an  applicant  be  elected  to  affiliate  with  a  Lodge,  he  can 
become  a  member  thereof  only,  by  filing  with  its  Secretary,  at  a  stated 
meeting,  a  certificate  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  Lodge  of  which  he  was 
last  a  member.  Section  128,  Note  C,  says:  ''But  affiliation  is  not  fully 
consummated  and  dues  do  not  begin  until  dimit  is  filed  with  the  Secre- 
tary at  a  stated  meeting. ' '  As  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  a 
dimit  has  ever  been  issued,  we  can  but  assume  that  Bro.  Cook  is  still 
a  member  of  Palos  Verdes  Lodge,  and  that  his  Grand  Lodge  dues  M^ere 
properly  paid  by  them.  We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and 
recommend  its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Palos  Verdes  Lodge  No.  389  for  a 
refund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  dues  of  Bro.  William  David  Cook  be  denied. 

San  Benito  Lodge  No.  211,  asks  the  return  of  $4.85,  an  amount  paid 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  during  the  years  1914-1915  on  account  of  Bro.  R.  E, 
Shore,  who  died  January  27,  1914,  but  whose  death  has  just  been  re- 
ported. Your  Committee  offers  the  following  resolution' and  recommends 
its  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $4.80  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered 
paid  to  San  Benito  Lodge  No.  211,  as  a  refund  of  Grand  Lodge  dues, 
inadvertently  paid. 
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Burlingame  Lodge  No.  400,  asks  that  $4.80  be  refunded,  an  amount 
paid  as  Grand  Lodge  dues  on  account  of  two  brothers  who  had  with- 
drawn from  membership,  one  on  November  3,  1914,  and  the  other  on 
April  6th,  1915,  but  whose  withdrawal  was  omitted  in  the  1915  report. 
Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Eesolved,  that  the  sum  of  $4.80  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered 
paid  to  Burlingame  Lodge  No.  400,  as  a  refund  of  Grand  Lodge  dues 
inadvertently  paid. 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  given  grave  and  earnest  considera- 
tion to  the  appeal  of  the  Los  Angeles  Masonic  Library  for  financial 
assistance  from  this  Grand  Body  to  the  extent  of  $2000.00  per  annum. 

While  we  can  but  feel  an  almost  reverential  regard  for  the  spirit 
which  brought  this  magnificent  institution  into  existence,  and  fostered 
it  until  it  has  become  such  a  success ;  while  we  applaud  the  sentiment 
contained  in  Bro.  Field's  letter  that  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  knowl- 
edge is  next  in  importance  to  the  dispensing  of  Masonic  relief,  still  we 
must  reluctantly  admit  the  belief  that  it  would  be  an  unwise  policy  and 
precedent,  particularly  when  we  consider  the  many  financial  burdens 
under  which  we  are  laboring,  to  extend  assistance  from  our  general  fund 
to  an  institution  so  purely  local  in  its  character  and  benefits. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adop- 
tion : 

Eesolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Los  Angeles  Masonic  Library 
for  an  appropriation  of  $2000.00  per  annuju  be  denied. 

Geo.  F.  Rodden, 
Wm.  a.  Sherman, 
J.  H.  Bean, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  1 :30  o  'clock 
this  afternoon. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Thursday,  October  12,  1916. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  1 :30  o  'clock,  the 
Grand  Master  presiding. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  presented  the  following 
reports : 
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To  the  M.' .  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following 
trial  records,  to-wit : 

No.  188,  Hesperian  No.  264;  No.  208,  Westlake  No.  392;  No.  210, 
Palos  Verdes  No.  389;  respectfully  reports  as  follows: 

These  records  were  not  included  in  the  ' '  Omnibus ' '  report  hereto- 
fore presented,  as  the  Committee  desired  to  more  fully  consider  some 
matters  involved  therein.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  records, 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  Constitution  and  Kegulations  have  been  sub- 
stantially complied  with.  No  appeal  has  been  taken  in  either  of  these 
cases,  and  we  find  that  substantial  justice  has  been  done. 

We  feel,  however,  that  we  should  at  this  time  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  many  cases  sufficient  care  is  not  exercised  in  the  admission 
of  evidence.  Thus,  in  Record  No.  210,  in  which  the  accused  was  charged 
with  the  commission  of  and  conviction  for  the  crime  of  felony  embezzle- 
ment, there  was  received  by  the  Commission  a  certified  copy,  not  of  the 
judgment  of  conviction,  but  of  the  entries  in  the  Register  of  Actions 
of  the  Superior  Court  affecting  the  case  of  the  accused;  and  the  Com- 
mission also  permitted  to  be  introduced  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by 
the  Probation  Officer  to  the  Court.  Such  evidence  was  highly  improper, 
particularly  the  copy  of  the  Probation  Officer's  report,  as  such  a  docu- 
ment constituted  hearsay  upon  hearsay.  In  this  case,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  fact  that  the  record  shows  a  letter  from  the  accused  in  which  he 
admits  his  guilt,  the  Committee  would  feel  compelled  to  recommend  a 
new  trial ;  but  in  view  of  this  admission,  the  Committee  concludes  that 
the  judgment  should  be  upheld.  The  Committee,  however,  would  suggest 
that  Trial  Commissions  exercise  great  care  in  the  reception  of  evidence, 
and  that  the  provisions  of  Section  202  of  the  Constitution  be  followed, 
even  though  there  be  no  appearance  by  the  accused. 

We  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  that  the  verdict  and  sentence  in  each  of  the  cases  herein 
referred  to,  and  the  action  of  the  Lodge  thereon,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  approved  and  confirmed. 

Adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred 
trial  record  No.  189,  Delano  Lodge  No.  309,  reports  as  follows: 

In  this  case  the  accused  was  charged  with  unmasonic  conduct  in 
that  on  a  certain  day  he  entered  into  an  agreement  to  steal  and  deliver 
to  a  party  named,  a  certain  number  of  cattle,  and  that  said  accused  did 
steal  and  deliver  a  certain  number  of  cattle  in  accordance  with  said  agree- 
ment. 
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At  the  trial  the  accused  stated  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  charges 
and  specifications  contained  in  said  charges.  The  Commission  by  unani- 
mous vote  found  the  accused  guilty  of  all  the  charges  set  forth  in  the 
specifications,  and  imposed  upon  him  the  punishment  of  suspension. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  in  mitigation  of  the  offense.  The 
crime  was  a  felony  and  was  premeditated,  and  your  Committee  feels  that 
the  punishment  of  suspension  is  inadequate  to  meet  an  offense  of  this 
character,  and  that  the  accused  should  be  expelled.  We,  therefore,  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  that  the  verdict  and  decision  and  the  action  of  the  Lodge 
thereon  in  trial  record  No.  189  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reversed, 
and  that  the  accused  be  and  he  is  hereby  expelled  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry, 

The  report  was  adopted  and  Orie  Oliver  Robertson,  the 
accused  in  the  above  numbered  case,  was  declared  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  IMasonry. 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  to  whom  v.-as  referred 
Trial  Record  No.  206,  have  fully  considered  the  same,  and  now  respect- 
fully reports  as  follows: 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee  never  has  there  been  presented 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  a  more  serious  question  than  is  here  involved.  The 
law  of  the  case  is  plain;  but  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  facts 
as  disclosed  by  the  record  justifies,  if  it  does  not  necessitate,  the  con- 
sideration of  certain  matters  outside  of,  but  germane  to,  the  issue  raised 
in  this  particular  proceeding. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  accuser  from  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  The 
accused  was  brought  to  trial  on  a  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct  preferred, 
if  not  at  the  direction,  at  least  upon  the  suggestion,  of  the  Grand 
Master.  The  conduct  complained  of  consisted  in  the  accused  having 
prepared  and  caused  to  be  sent  by  mail  to  every  member  of  his  Lodge 
a  circular  letter  seriously  reflecting  upon  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  and 
imputing  to  him  and  to  the  Secretary  conduct  for  which,  if  guilty,  they 
should  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  Masonic  tribunal.  In  that  letter  the 
writer  gave  the  details  of  a  Masonic  trial  in  which  he  had  been  the 
accuser  and  with  the  result  of  which  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  clearly 
intimated,  if  he  did  not  indeed  directly  charge,  that  a  notice  of  appeal 
which  had  been  filed  by  him  in  the  case  referred  to  had  been  suppressed 
by  the  Master;  and  that  a  review  by  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and 
Grievances  of  the  proceedings  of  that  trial  had  thereby  been  prevented. 

The  fact  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written  was  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  Grand  Master,  who  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made; 
and  who  thereafter  rendered  his  opinion  to  the  effect  that  even  though 
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the  writer  believed  that  he  had  cause  for  complaint,  the  method  adopted 
by  him  was  illegal  and  unmasonic,  and  could  result  only  in  evil. 

The  accused  having  claimed  that  he  could  not  obtain  a  fair  trial  in 
his  own  Lodge,  and  the  Master  of  that  Lodge  (the  successor  of  the 
Master  referred  to  in  the  circular),  while  disputing  that  claim,  having 
requested  that  the  case  should  be  transferred  to  some  other  Lodge,  the 
accused  was  brought  to  trial  in  a  Lodge  designated  by  the  Grand 
Master, 

The  case  was  apparently  tried  by  the  Commissioners  upon  the  theory, 
advanced  by  the  accused  and  disputed  by  the  accuser,  that  if  the  Com- 
missioners should  find  that  the  accused  had  given  a  notice  of  appeal 
which  had  been  suppressed  by  the  Master  (and  which  the  Master  denied), 
that  then  they  could  not  find  him  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  because 
he  would  then  have  been  justified  in  sending  out  the  letter  com- 
plained of. 

That  theory,  of  course,  as  was  indicated  by  the  Grand  Master,  is 
absolutely  untenable  and  would  be  subversive  of  the  basic  principles  upon 
which  is  established  the  government  of  a  Masonic  Lodge. 

If  it  were  within  the  province  of  the  members  of  a  Lodge  to  review 
the  acts  of  their  Master,  the  accused  might  perhaps  be  heard  to  say  that 
his  sole  purpose  was  to  seek  from  the  members  a  remedy  for  a  wrong 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  Master;  but  the  accused,  a  lawyer  and  a 
Mason  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  as  is  apparent  from  the  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  case,  must  certainly  have  known  that  no  action 
the  members  might  take  as  a  result  of  that  letter  could  result  in  the 
reversal  by  the  Lodge  of  the  action  of  the  Master;  and  that  the  only 
possible  effect  would  be  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Lodge. 

As  stated  by  Mackey  (Mackey's  jurisprudence,  page  240),  ''there 
is  no  principle  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  more  familiar  to  the  craft  than 
that  which  prohibits  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Master  to  the 
Lodge.  It  is  of  course  true  that  the  pov,^er  of  the  Master  is  thereby  to 
a  great  extent  rendered  despotic  in  his  Lodge;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
by  the  wise  provisions  of  the  same  law,  this  despotism  is  restrained  by 
the  most  salutary  checks.  The  Master  himself  is  bound  by  the  most 
solemn  obligations  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  the  impar- 
tial administration  of  justice  and  equity ;  and  as  a  still  further  safeguard 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  the  Appellate  Court  of  the  jurisdiction  is  ever  ready 
to  listen  to  appeals,  to  redress  grievances^  to  correct  the  errors  of  an 
ignorant  Master,  and  to  punish  the  unjust  decisions  of  iniquitous  ones." 

There  would  therefore  appear  to  be  absolutely  no  justification  for 
the  writing  of  such  a  letter;  and  the  question  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of 
the  statements  therein  contained,  and  the  motive  which  prompted  the 
action  of  the  accused,  were  material  only  insofar  as  they  might  perhaps 
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have  properly  influenced  the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners  in  fixing  the 
punishment. 

While  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  accused  in  this  case  was  guilty 
of  unmasonic  conduct  in  adopting  the  course  he  pursued,  and  should  be 
by  this  Grand  Lodge  held  amenable  therefor,  we  can  not  escape  the  con- 
viction that  we  will  not  have  fully  performed  our  duty  with  merely  thus 
disposing  of  this  particular  proceeding  without  a  further  consideration 
of  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  record. 

From  the  fact  that  a  verdict  of  acquittal  was  rendered,  we  must 
assume  that  the  Commissioners  must  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  a 
notice  of  appeal  had  been  filed  in  the  case  referred  to;  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  this  Grand  Lodge  may,  in  its  discretion,  without  remanding 
the  case  for  retrial,  adjudge  the  accused  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct 
and  fix  the  punishment,  it  is  only  fair  to  him  to  say  that  there  was 
testimony  introduced  upon  which  might  have  been  predicated  a  finding 
that  a  notice  of  appeal  had  been  given.  Not  only,  however,  was  that 
not  an  issue,  but  there  was  no  such  finding  made.  It  would  therefore 
not  be  proper  for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  determine  that  question  upon 
this  proceeding.  If,  however,  there  was  in  fact  an  appeal  filed  in  the 
case  referred  to,  justice  will  not  have  been  done  until  the  proceedings 
in  that  trial  shall  have  been  reviewed  by  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and 
Grievances  and  its  report  thereon  rendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Indeed,  the  principle  by  which  we  are  guided  in  our  decision  in  this 
proceeding  is  dependent  upon  the  doctrine  that  where  there  is  a  wrong 
there  must  be  a  remedy;  and  that  it  is  only  because  there  is  a  proper 
and  orderly  method  provided  whereby  a  brother  believing  himself  injured 
may  seek  redress,  that  he  is  precluded  from  adopting  other  methods  which 
could  lead  only  to  discord  and  confusion. 

The  humblest  member  of  the  fraternity,  when  he  supposes  himself 
to  be  injured  on  unjustly  treated  by  his  superiors,  is  entitled  to  his  re- 
dress in  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  no  matter  what  may  be  his 
relation  with  the  other  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  the  opinion  which 
they  may  entertain  of  him,  or  the  motive  by  which  they  believe  him 
to  be  actuated,  his  right  to  be  heard  must  not  be  denied.  Through  mis- 
take or  otherwise  he  may  have  been  guilty  of  the  commission  of  a  Masonic 
offense  for  which  he  should  be  punished ;  but  he  must  not  on  that  account 
be  denied  a  remedy  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

The  accused  in  this  proceeding  was  the  accuser  in  the  case  referred 
to.  Concerning  that  case  it  is  not  necessary,  and  in  the  judgment  of 
your  Committee,  it  is  not  proper  at  this  time  to  say  anything  more  than 
this:  That  the  offense  charged  was  one  of  the  most  serious  of  which  a 
Mason  could  be  accused;  that  there  was  a  verdict  of  guilty;  and  that 
the  sentence  was,  it  was  contended  by  the  accuser,  grossly  incommen- 
surate with  the  nature  of  the  offense. 
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In  fairness  to  all  concerned  (and  particularly  to  the  Commissioners), 
until  the  contrary  is  shown  upon  a  review  of  the  proceedings  in  that  case, 
we  may  assume  that  there  were  extenuating  circumstances  which  war- 
ranted the  infliction  of  a  lighter  punishment  than  otherwise  would  have 
been  decreed;  but  likewise,  in  fairness  to  all  concerned,  this  Grand 
Lodge  should  determine  for  itself  whether  the  sentence  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  commendable  exemplification  of  that 
brotherly  love  and  affection  which  should  induce  us,  when  dealing  with 
an  erring  brother,  to  temper  justice  with  mercy,  or  on  the  other  hand, 
as  a  reprehensible  dereliction  of  duty  resulting  in  a  gross  miscarriage  of 
justice. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  by  which  the  Commissioners 
were  actuated,  if  the  accuser,  dissatisfied  with  the  verdict,  filed  a  notice 
of  appeal,  in  due  time,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  the  proceedings  should  be  reviewed  even  though,  whether 
through  accident  or  design,  the  record  itself  discloses  no  notice  of 
appeal;  and  it  ought  to  be  unnecessary  to  say  that  if  an  appeal  having 
been  filed  it  was  intentionally  suppressed,  the  person  or  persons  liable 
therefor  should  be  dealt  with  as  the  occasion  demands. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  verdict  of  acquittal  in  Trial  Eecord  No.  206  be, 
and  it  is  hereby  reversed;  that  the  accused  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  adjudged  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  and  that  his  pun- 
ishment be,  and  it  is  hereby  fixed  at  reprimand  to  be  administered  by  the 
Master  of  the  Lodge  in  which  the  case  was  tried,  in  the  presence  of  only 
the  members  of  that  Lodge,  at  the  first  stated  meeting  after  the  trans- 
mission to  that  Lodge  of  this  decision;  that  the  Grand  Master  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  requested  to  either  personally  make,  or  cause  to  be  made 
by  a  personal  representative  by  him  appointed  for  that  specific  purpose, 
an  investigation  of  the  matters  herein  referred  to ;  that  if  as  a  result 
of  that  investigation  the  Grand  Master  be  of  the  opinion  that  in  the 
case  referred  to  a  notice  of  appeal  was  actually  given,  that  then  in 
that  event  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  at  his  direction 
review  the  record  in  that  case  and  report  at  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  notice  of  appeal  was  actually  on  file; 
and  that  finally,  if  the  Grand  Master  be  of  the  opinion  that  through  the 
intentional  act  or  omission  of  any  person  or  persons  the  notice  of  appeal 
was  suppressed  and  a  review  of  the  proceedings  in  due  course  thereby 
prevented,  that  he  direct  that  charges  be  preferred  against  the  person 
or  persons  responsible  therefor: 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  copies  of  this  decision  be  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  immediately  transmitted  to  both  the  Lodge  of  which 
the  accused  was  a  member  and  the  Lodge  at  which  the  case  was  tried, 
with  directions  that  the  same  be  read  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after 
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the  receipt  thereof,  no  person  except  the  members  thereof  being  present 
in  either  Lodge. 

Chas  Albert  Adams, 
George  L.  Jones, 
J.  P.  Bernhard, 
Randolph  V,  Whiting, 

Committee, 

After  full  discussion  the  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 
ORATION. 

Brother  Samuel  E.  Burke,  Grand  Orator,  then  delighted 
the  Grand  Lodge  with  a  most  scholarly  and  entertaining  ora- 
tion, at  the  close  of  which  and  after  prolonged  applause. 
Brother  Filmer  moved  that  the  thanks  of  Grand  Lodge  be  and 
are  tended  to  Brother  Burke,  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish 
a  copy  of  the  oration  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  and  that 
it  be  printed,  together  with  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master, 
in  sufficient  number  to  supply  all  Lodges  with  copies  thereof, 
which  motion  prevailed.  The  full  text  of  the  oration  is  as 
follows : 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

1  am  honored  beyond  my  deserts  by  being  accorded  this  opportunity 
to  address  you,  and,  as  I  look  into  your  faces,  I  can  say  with  the  ancient 
Greek  orator,  "I  have  with  me  the  best  of  Athens.'' 

Centuries  ago  our  Lodges  were  composed  of  operative  masons. 
With  trowel  and  square  and  plumbline  they  constructed  the  temples  and 
palaces  of  mediaeval  Europe.  They  were  the  friends  of  order  and  the 
allies  of  religion,  and  actually  labored  with  the  tool  as  well  as  the  pre- 
cept. Ever  before  the  eyes  of  the  humblest  Mason  who  wielded  the 
trowel  was  the  vision  of  Grand  Master  Solomon  directing  the  construction 
of  that  great  temple  in  whose  building  the  founders  of  our  Institution 
worked  for  more  than  seven  years  under  cloudless  skies. 

The  temple  of  Solomon  has  crumbled  in  the  grasp  of  four  thousand 
years ;  the  fraternity  which  he  aided  to  organize  has  ceased  to  be  oper- 
ative, and  the  implements  of  the  craft  have  become  symbols  instead  of 
tools.  Today  we  construct  temples  of  character  instead  of  temples  of 
stone,  and  those  edifices  which  we  build  will  be  unaffected  by  the  ravages 
of  Time,  for  they  will  accompany  us  and  shelter  us  into  the  Great 
Beyond  toward  which  we  are  fast  journeying.  . 

It  was  well  said  by  a  great  Mason  who  long  since  climbed  the  path 
to  immortality,  ''The  Masonic  Institution  itself  is  more  wonderful  than 
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any  edifice  whicli  it  ever  constructed  from  the  perishable  materials  of 
earth.  It  has  an  unspoken  language  older  than  any  living  language  of 
Christendom.  It  has  survived  wars  and  revolutions,  and  is  ever  ascending 
to  loftier  planes  of  usefulness.  It  looks  to  the  heavens  for  its  model, 
and  in  its  work  imitates  the  Divine  plan  of  nature. ' ' 

The  sun  draws  in  vapory  tributes  the  moisture  from  the  ocean;  the 
invisible  winds  carry  it  in  clouds  over  the  globe  and  distribute  in  refresh- 
ing showers  the  liquid  treasures  of  the  skies.  In  like  manner,  Masonry 
draws  its  strength  and  resources  from  the  deep  sea  of  human  sympathies, 
and  employs  them  to  redress  the  wrongs  and  relieve  the  sorrows  of 
humanity. 

The  dominating  spirit  of  Masonry  is  Charity.  Down  the  aisles  of 
nineteen  centuries  comes  the  voice  of  Paul,  saying,  ' '  Though  I  speak  with 
the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and  have  not  Charity,  I  am  become  as 
sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.  And  though  I  have  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge;  and  though  I 
have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  Charity, 
I  am  nothing.  Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind;  Charity  envieth  not; 
Charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up.    Charity  never  f aileth. ' ' 

Said  Brother  Starr  King  fifty  years  ago,  in  an  address:  ''Do  we 
ever  get  tired  of  the  tolls  and  tax  of  charity?  Suppose  the  sun  did? 
What  does  he  receive  in  homage  or  obedience  from  the  orbs  that  swing 
round  him  in  comparison  with  what  he  gives — all  his  light,  all  his  heat, 
all  his  vitality,  for  the  blessing  of  four-score  worlds?  Shall  we  complain 
of  the  demand  upon  our  treasuries,  or  our  private  purses,  for  the  sacred 
funds  of  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief?  What  if  the  sea  grumbled  at  the 
assessment  which  the  mighty  sun,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of 
the  solar  system,  levies  upon  its  substance.  Every  day  the  sun  touches  its 
stores  with  its  wand  of  light,  and  says,  GIVE,  GIVE,  and  the  sea  obeys. 
Evaporation  is  its  tax,  constantly  demanded,  constantly  given.  Every 
cloud  we  see,  whether  stretched  in  a  beautiful  bar  across  the  east  at 
sunrise,  or  hanging  in  pomp  over  the  gorgeous  pavilion  of  the  retiring 
day,  is  part  of  the  contribution  for  the  general  relief  of  Nature,  assessed 
by  the  lordly  sun.  The  water  which  the  ocean  keeps  is  salt.  Pour  a 
bucket  of  it  on  a  hill  of  corn  or  a  garden  bed,  and  it  kills  it.  The  water 
which  the  ocean  gives  is  fresh,  and  descends  in  blessing  after  it  rides  in 
beauty  or  majesty  on  the  viewless  couriers  of  the  air.  Nature  tells  us 
that  to  give  is  to  live." 

Truth  is  the  dominant  virtue  of  Masonry,  and  Truth  is  immutable, 
immaculate,  and  immortal.  Experience  dissolves  in  its  clear  light  the 
cloud-capped  fancies  of  youth,  and  the  passions  and  plans  of  manhood 
vanish  amid  the  infirmities  of  age;  but  neither  time  nor  decay  can  impair 
Truth.  In  Masonry,  allied  to  this  noblest  of  virtues,  are  the  discipline  of 
the  mind,  the  subjection  of  the  emotions  to  the  dominion  of  reason,  and 
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the  attainment  of  knowledge.  Good  is  the  vital  principle  of  Masonry, 
and  it  is  universal  good,  for  the  Mason  who  is  good  to  his  brother  Mason 
is  incapable  of  being  bad  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Time  destroys  material  monuments  erected  by  man.  Beneath  the 
waves  of  the  mid-Atlantic  are  buried  the  relics  of  the  cities  of  the  lost 
Atlantus.  The  cities  of  Palestine  are  ruins ;  the  pyramids  and  the  sphinx 
are  slowly  decaying;  in  our  own  domain  the  ruins  of  Casas  Grandes  and 
of  prehistoric  acqueducts  may  be  seen.  But  the  principles  of  Truth,  of 
Justice,  of  Equity,  of  Fraternal  Love,  of  Charity,  of  Faith,  of  Hope, 
are  indestructible,  and  because  they  are  attributes  of  God,  they  cannot  die. 

Masonry,  in  the  vast  number  of  its  members  and  in  the  extent  of  its 
sway  in  all  countries,  is  the  most  powerful,  the  most  wonderful  and  the 
most  beneficient  social  organization  in  all  the  world.  Operative  masonry 
is  the  oldest  mechanical  trade.  Deep  excavations  made  in  modern 
Jerusalem  have  uncovered  massive  masonry  of  the  time  of  King  Solomon, 
which  underlies  work  done  in  the  age  of  Zerubbabel.  Above  these  are 
specimens  of  mason  work  laid  in  the  age  of  Herod  the  Great;  and  finally 
there  appears,  but  still  below  the  level  of  the  present  city,  stones  laid 
in  the  reign  of  Justinian. 

The  past  of  speculative  Masonry,  like  that  of  operative  masonry, 
is  beneath  us,  but  not  like  the  grandeur  of  a  ruin.  It  is  beneath  us  like 
the  roots  beneath  one  of  the  giant  sequoias  of  the  Sierras — they  still 
give  life  and  strength  to  the  great  tree  which  has  for  four  thousand  years 
given  shelter  to  all  who  gathered  beneath  its  far-spreading  arms. 

Solomon 's  temple,  which  our  ancient  brethern  constructed,  was  not 
comparable  with  the  living  temple  of  our  Institution.  Under  the  direction 
of  Hiram  of  old,  the  stones  of  the  first  temple  were  prepared  at  the 
quarries.  They  were  brought  to  the  temple-site  and  laid  in  massive  walls 
and  arches  in  reverent  silence,  without  sound  of  hammer  or  chisel  or  any 
metal  tool.  Thus  have  our  living  temples  been  constructed  in  every  land 
and  every  age,  without  boasting  and  without  noise.  The  best  of  the 
manhood  of  the  land  are  the  stones  of  this  living  temple.  The  strife 
and  the  selfishness  of  the  world  may  roar  outside  the  Lodge  room  but 
they  do  not  penetrate  within  its  walls,  and  the  sound  timber  and  approved 
stones  are  somewhere  fitted  to  their  places  daily,  without  noise  or  con- 
fusion, in  tens  of  thousands  of  Lodges  in  our  land. 

The  walls  of  our  Lodges  never  echo  a  sentiment  that  is  not  kindly 
and  their  doors  never  open  for  an  evil  deed.  When  those  of  us  who  are 
here  today  have  been  gathered  to  our  fathers,  our  Masonic  Lodges  will 
look  upon  a  field  of  labor  and  supply  larger  than  we  can  dream  of. 
Twenty  millions  of  people  will  dwell  in  our  California.  Temples  of  art, 
and  industry,  and  science,  and  religion,  and  benevolence,  will  send  ten 
thousand  spires  to  the  skies.  The  outreaching  arms  of  our  iron  Briareus 
will  bring  to  our  doors  the  trophies  of  a  conquest  which  commerce  shall 
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achieve  from  Alaska  to  Patagonia,  and  which  will  extend  over  the  western 
sea  to  where  sinks  the  sun. 

And  still  as  Yosemite  in  the  presence  of  awe-struck  tourists,  tosses 
her  soft  white  lace  of  falling  waters  into  the  air,  as  simply  and  as  purely 
as  in  the  days  when  she  was  alone  with  the  forests,  and  the  meadows, 
and  the  mountains,  so  will  the  maxims  and  the  deeds  and  life  of  our 
Institution  bear  themselves  serene  and  unchanged  amid  the  din  of  human 
industry  and  the  selfishness  of  human  struggle. 

Solomon 's  temple,  where  operative  and  speculative  Masonry  conjoined 
in  organization  and  operations,  stood  as  it  was  built,  until  its  pillars  and 
domes  were  levelled  by  the  weight  of  centuries.  It  could  not  enlarge 
itself  or  recuperate  itself.  But  our  temple  of  speculative  Masonry  can 
know  no  decay,  for  it  is  a  house  not  built  with  hands.  It  is  an  edifice  of 
immortal  and  ever-rejuvenating  vitality.  It  is  like  the  cedars  of  Lebanon, 
which  repair  their  waste  and  renew  their  leaves.  Masonry  fills  in  its 
losses,  enlarges  its  sweep  and  sway,  and  stands  in  its  old  proportions, 
though  in  greater  amplitude,  symmetrical,  mysterious,  sublime. 

Masonry  inculcates  patriotism — love  of  country,  love  of  the  flag, 
and  love  of  freedom.  It  especially  thrives  on  American  soil.  Not  Amer- 
ican in  that  narrow  sense  which  questions  a  man's  birthplace,  or  in- 
quires into  his  theological  or  anti-theological  opinions,  but  American 
in  a  broader  and  more  comprehensive  definition;  American  as  Niagara 
is  an  American  cataract;  and  the  Columbia  an  American  river. 

There  are  Masonic  Lodges  near  the  icy  glint  of  lakes  which  lie 
far  beyond  the  northern  confines  of  our  Republic;  there  are  Lodges 
shadowed  by  the  forests  where  Orizaba's  purple  summit  shines.  The 
Order  invites  to  its  membership  all  worthy  men,  whether  aliens  or  citi- 
zens, wherever  born  and  of  whatever  creed.  It  is  American  in  the  sense 
that  its  spirit  is  the  spirit  of  the  mountains,  the  forests,  the  prairies, 
the  cataracts,  the  white-tipped  lightning,  and  the  thunder's  voice.  It 
gathers  its  tradition  from  ages  and  ages  gone.  Traces  even  of  its  pre- 
historic existence  may  be  found  in  this  western  hemisphere.  There  are 
Masonic  symbols  in  the  Casas  Grandes  of  New  Mexico,  in  the  ancient 
fortifications  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  in  the  sculptured  monoliths  of 
Copan,  and  the  ancient  aqueducts  of  Arizona.  Masonry  evidently  ex- 
isted among  races  whose  carvings  in  stone  and  whose  ornaments  in  pot- 
tery and  metal,  in  shell,  obsidian  and  porphyry,  are  often  unearthed  all 
the  way  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Belize;  races  whose  temples  are 
crumbled,  whose  gods  are  vanished,  and  whose  records  exist  only  in  the 
undecipherable  hieroglyphics  of  a  language  lost  and  gone.- 

Our  Lodges  are  dedicated  to  the  use  of  an  order  whose  chief  object 
is  brotherhood  and  charity;  an  order  which  accomplishes  its  benign 
purposes  through  the  love  that  comes  from  knowledge  of  each  other, 
and  the  strength  that  is  born  of  association  and  cohesion. 
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Perhaps  there  are  not  in  the  whole  vast  vocabulary  of  human  speech, 
syllables  more  articulate  with  honorable  emotion  than  the  one  word 
' '  dedicate. ' '  In  the  beginning,  when  the  morning  stars  sang  together, 
the  first  grand  dedication  was  made,  and  I  wonder  that  painters  of  the 
pre-Raphaelite  school  did  not  choose  this  subject  above  all  others  for 
their  master  effort.  A  new  and  swinging  world,  plucked  out  of  the 
stilly  and  starless  unknown;  her  brooks  filtrated  from  the  mists  of 
chaotic  wastes,  her  fields  unblown,  her  first-born  forests  yet  succulent 
with  Nature 's  milk,  her  airs  warm  with  wooing  motion,  and  her  freshly- 
tinted  skies  painting  the  crest  of  creation  upon  new-made  lake  and 
river.  Suns  unshorn  of  a  virgin  beam  and  moons  unpropelled  along 
unplowed  paths,  and  stars  yet  untaught  in  sentinel  duty  over  all  the 
songless  world.  What  though  but  a  dewdrop  hanging  from  the  finger 
of  the  Great  Author?  It  was  a  world  set  apart  for  the  uses  of  mortal  man, 
and  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  to  universal  brotherhood. 

There  is  no  taint  of  evil  in  Masonry.  Its  temples  are  dedicated  to 
Love  and  Charity,  and  still  retain  the  master  idea  of  ages  old;  still 
rear  their  proportions  a  perpetual  rebuke  to  tyranny,  and  always  a 
stronghold  of  rectitude  and  justice,  catching  glints  even  through  the 
quagmires  of  the  superstition  of  heathen  nations,  or  the  jungles  of 
obscure  faiths,  of  that  celestial  light  that  shall  endure  forever. 

Wherever  there  is  Masonry,  there  is  progress,  and  charity,  and 
good  deeds,  and  kindly  words.  Where  the  eloquence  of  art  speaks  in 
thrilling  tones  through  lips  of  marble  and  bronze,  or  shines  through 
canvassed  walls ;  where  music  breathes  the  symphonies  of  Heaven 's  own 
tongue;  where  the  dramatic  art  throbs  in  lifeful  verity  its  lessons  to 
men — there  the  Lodges  of  Masonry  are  erected. 

Where  the  doors  of  hospitals  swing  open  at  the  sight  of  human 
suffering;  where  libraries  yield  their  treasures  and  professors  their 
erudition  without  cost  to  the  seeker  for  learning;  where  the  branding- 
iron  and  thong  have  been  banished  from  penal  institutions — there  the 
spirit  of  Masonry  walks  abroad.  Where  the  pageant  of  power  rushes 
daily  over  millions  of  miles  of  iron  rail,  where  the  lightning  sounds  the 
paean  of  progress  upon  Thought's  million-chorded  lyre,  where  the  iron 
barges  of  commerce  smite  the  abject  seas  with  their  conquering  force — 
there  the  triumphs  of  Masonry  are  sung. 

Where  the  sun  draws  pictures,  and  the  microscope  reveals  the 
secrets  of  life,  and  discovery  and  invention  have  made  the  existence  of 
the  day  laborer  more  comfortable  than  that  of  a  barbarian  king — 
there  Masonry  is  a  force  for  right  doing  and  right  thinking.  Where 
science  has  pursued  unchecked  and  encouraged,  her  mighty  march  until 
the  voices  of  the  living  may  be  heard  through  the  air  thousands  of 
miles,  and  the  voices  of  the  dead  speak  from  the  mouth  of  the  phono- 
graph, and  men  sail  in  great  ships  above  the  clouds  and  under  the 
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seas — there  sits  Masonry,  smiling,  saying  to  her  votaries  "Do  not  be- 
lieve that  of  this  mighty  panorama  of  human  progress,  you  will  catch 
but  the  fleeting  glimpse  afforded  by  the  brief  life  of  earth  for  the  ages 
live  with  you  and  with  them  you  shall  live." 

Masonry  in  its  march  keeps  step  with  civilization,  and  is  the 
apostle  of  liberty,  and  the  conservator  of  order.  Masons  have  been 
inventors,  artists,  organizers  and  promoters  of  industries,  authors, 
orators,  statesmen, — ever  foremost  in  every  field  of  benificent  effort. 

Masonry  requires  only  that  its  members  shall  be  ' '  free  born  and  of 
good  repute. ' '  It  demands  of  an  applicant  for  admission  that  he  shall 
be  an  honest  man  who  believes  in  the  existence  of  an  Almighty  God. 
It  does  not  ask  upon  w^hat  soil  he  was  born,  or  to  what  religious  creed 
he  professes  allegiance.  In  Masonic  Lodges  kings  have  obeyed  the  or- 
ders of  subjects  seated  in  the  Worshipful  Master's  chair,  and  major 
generals  and  corporals  have  clasped  hands  in  fraternal  grasp.  Multi- 
millionaires and  mechanics,  college  professors  and  hand-laborers,  mer- 
chants and  clerks,  meet  on  terms  of  equality  which  elsewhere  is  theo- 
retical, but  in  the  Masonic  Lodge  is  actual.  By  the  couch  of  the  sick 
and  the  bier  of  the  dead.  Masonry  alleviates  human  suffering  and  sym- 
pathizes with  human  sorrow,  and  its  succoring  ministrations  are  given 
to  the  widow  and  the  fatherless.  Neither  the  restlessness  of  change 
nor  the  march  of  time  have  impaired  its  strength  or  altered  its 
principles. 

Mutual  assistance  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  Masonry.  The 
man  of  wealth  does  not  become  a  member  in  order  to  increase  his  hold- 
ings, the  politician  does  not  expect  to  influence  the  vote  of  a  brother 
Mason,  nor  does  the  college  professor  enter  our  Lodge  room  in  order  to 
add  to  his  knowledge  of  Greek  or  Latin.  The  help  that  Masons  give 
to  each  other  is  not  sordid  and  not  the  result  of  bargaining.  The  Mason 
seeks  and  obtains  counsel  of  his  brother  in  health,  care  in  sickness, 
assistance  in  difliculty,  and  defence  when  needed.  Masonry  seeks  to 
improve  the  characters  rather  than  the  worldly  condition  of  its  mem- 
bership. Unless  calamities  of  Nature,  such  as  fire  or  disease  overtake 
our  brothers,  they  do  not  apply  to  their  fraternity  for  aid.  Want  is 
not  often  a  visitor  in  a  Lodge  room,  for  Masons  are  intelligent,  indus- 
trious and  frugal.  Artificial  social  distinctions  which  wealth  and  station 
create,  have  no  place  in  our  fraternity.  Masonry  does  not  deny  minis- 
tration to  the  physical  wants  of  its  members,  but  it  seeks  to  promote  an 
expansion  of  their  sympathies.  It  promotes  the  fellowship  of  manliness, 
not  that  of  political  or  ecclesiastical  or  social  distinctions.  Its  basis  is 
the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  fatherhood  of  God.  In  the  Lodge 
room,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned,  public  official  and  private 
citizen,  meet  upon  a  basis  of  absolute  equality,  and  all  contribute  equally 
to  a  common  treasury. 
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No  man  can  be  a  Mason  at  heart,  unless  he  worships  God  and  loves 
his  neighbor.  No  charlatan,  no  glutton,  no  adulterer,  no  hypocrite,  no 
miser,  no  man  who  does  not  aspire  and  labor  to  obey  the  moral  law, 
can  ever  become  a  true  Mason  throvigh  any  process  of  admission.  Per- 
fection in  this  life  we  cannot  attain,  but  we  can  reach  toward  it  with 
faithful  hearts  and  steady  eyes.  It  should  be  our  task  amidst  the  team- 
ing vitality  of  California,  under  the  institutions  by  which  we  are  pro- 
tected, in  the  spheres  of  labor  to  which  we  are  respectively  called,  not 
merely  on  holy  days,  but  every  day,  by  the  cheerfulness  and  persistence  of 
our  industry,  by  the  promptness  and  punctuality  with  which  we  keep 
our  engagements,  by  the  modesty  of  our  pretensions,  by  the  general 
probity  of  our  conduct,  by  our  firmness  and  patience  under  affliction,  by 
our  unaffected  sympathy  and  charity,  by  our  strong  control  over  appe- 
tite and  passion,  and  by  our  temperate  enjoyment  of  pleasure,  to  spread 
the  light  and  warmth  of  Masonry. 

Whether  a  man  is  a  Christian,  a  Jew,  a  Buddhist,  a  Parsee  or  a 
Mahomedan,  if  he  believes  in  a  God,  in  an  existence  after  death; 
and  in  the  supremacy  of  good,  he  may  become  a  Mason.  If  he  is  an 
Atheist,  who  denies  the  existence  of  an  Almighty  Power,  he  cannot 
become  a  Mason. 

Masonry  teaches  that  ''it  is  not  all  of  life  to  live,  nor  all  of  death 
to  die. ' '  Masonry  teaches  its  members  to  lead  clean  lives  and  to  respect 
the  rights  of  others.  Masonry  is  a  bulwark  of  order  and  a  dove  of 
peace.    Masonry  is  the  foe  of  ever  materialistic  philosophy. 

We  are  steadily  toiling  up  the  mountain-heights  seeking  knowledge. 
Below  us  are  the  tangled  undergrowth  out  of  which  our  fathers  crawled. 
Above  us  tower  the  star-lit  peaks  which  our  children  may  ascend.  And 
now  there  steps  from  out  the  wayside  shadows  the  gloomy  presence  of  a 
cold  and  pitiless  philosophy.  It  says,  ' '  Fatigue  not  yourself  with  trying 
to  climb  higher.  There  is  no  future.  There  is  no  Divine  Law,  Faith  is 
a  folly.  Hope  is  a  delusion.  Good  and  Evil  are  only  words.  The  uni- 
verse is  only  a  charnel  house  of  dead  languages,  dead  faiths  and  dead 
gods.  Go  back  to  the  bliss  of  ignorance.  Eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  for 
tomorrow  you  die." 

A  Mason  will  not  accept  this  creed  of  these  apostles  of  Annihilation. 
He  says,  ' '  I  decline  to  consider  myself  as  an  intelligence  unfit  to  survive 
the  death  of  my  body.  I  prefer  to  believe  that  there  is  ceaseless  and 
progressive  life.  I  prefer  to  believe  that  the  Almighty  has  placed  by 
every  bed  of  death  a  waiting  cradle  for  the  soul,  and  that  death  itself  is 
but  ' '  that  first  breath  which  our  souls  draw  when  we  enter  Life,  that  is 
of  all  life,  center. ' '  Masonry  believes  that  materialistic  philosophers 
are  mischief-makers.  They  are  like  the  ruffian  who  kicks  the  crutches 
from  under  the  arms  of  a  cripple  and  leaves  him  no  other  support  by 
which  he  can  limp  away  from  the  storm.    Their  dogmas  tend  to  paralyze 
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the  consciences  and  strangle  the  nobler  impulses  of  men  and  banish  them 
from  the  white  light  of  later  centuries,  to  grovel  among  the  cave  dwellers 
of  a  prehistoric  age. 

Masonry  believes  that  faith  in  a  future  existence  where  a  man  shall 
reap  what  he  has  sown  in  earthly  life,  is  an  armed  guard,  whose  arrest- 
ing hands  are  laid  upon  the  selfish,  the  savage  and  the  criminal  impulses 
of  man,  and  that  even  from  a  more  worldly  and  economic  point  of  view, 
society  cannot  afford  to  snatch  the  star  from  the  breast  of  the  Invisible 
Guardsman,  and  trust  for  protection  to  a  creed  of  personal  irresponsi- 
bility based  upon  the  hypothesis  of  personal  annihiiation  after  the 
death  of  the  body. 

Masonry  says  to  the  Materialist :  ' '  Have  all  the  formative  forces 
of  the  universe  been  exhausted  in  producing  Man?  Is  he  the  crowning 
and  ultimate  feat  of  all  creation?  Of  course,  we  of  the  human  race  are 
very  wise  and  very  great,  but  after  all,  we  are  far  from  perfect,  even 
physically.  Even  with  our  aeroplanes  any  wild  goose  can  outfly  us,  any 
'dog  or  rabbit  outrun  us,  and  relative  weight  considered,  any  grasshopper 
•can  outhop  us. 

Masonry  places  God's  message  to  man  upon  its  altars  and  em- 
•blazons  God's  initials  on  its  walls,  because  Masons  believe  that  Man  is 
'but  one  link  in  the  endless  chain  of  existence  which  stretches  out  over 
;the  purple  path  of  space  from  the  depths  of  night  to  the  home  of  the 
{.singing  stars.  Masonry  says  that  if  evolution  demonstrates  that  man 
Ihas  been  developed  from  a  lower  order  of  being,  does  it  not  follow  that 
in  turn  a  higher  order  of  being  will  be  evolved  from  man?  If  we  start 
'with  the  mollusc,  must  we  stop  with  the  human?  Surely  the  difference 
Ibetween  a  clam  and  a  materialist  is  greater  than  the  difference  between 
a  materialist  and  almost  any  kind  of  an  angel.  If  an  advocate  of  ma- 
;terialism  can  trace  himself  backward  to  the  time  when  he  was  an  in- 
'vertebrate,  wriggling  a  slimy  argument  against  a  future  life,  or  a  sau- 
rian insisting  that  beyond  croeodilism  there  could  be  no  further  develop- 
ment, or  any  icthyosaurus  babbling  to  his  fellow-fishes  about  the  impos- 
sibility of  there  being  any  other  world  than  the  watery  one  in  which 
they  were  swimming,  why  cannot  he  project  himself  forward  into  another 
existence  where  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  to  the  other 
^devils  how  it  was  that  he  came  to  make  such  a  mistake  in  this  one? 

I  cannot  better  conclude  this  address  than  by  a  quotation  from  a 
brother  who  long  since  journeyed  on:  ''There  is,"  said  Frank  Tilford, 
"no  eternity  to  matter.  No  work  of  man  can  resist  the  ruthless  hand 
of  violence  or  the  unsparing  scythe  of  time.  Even  the  temple  which 
our  ancient  craftsmen  erected  on  the  sacred  mountain,  that  marvellous 
structure  of  consummate  beauty,  has  not  escaped  the  universal  doom. 
Note  the  changes  wrought  on  our  planet  since  the  era  of  authentic 
history.    Science  reveals  to  us  the  unchangeable  decree  of  the  Infinite 
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that  the  time  must  arrive  in  the  grand  procession  of  the  ages,  when 
all  life  shall  cease  upon  our  globe.  The  atmosphere  with  its  gorgeous  hues 
and  banner  of  clouds  will  pass  away;  the  rivers  and  oceans  will  dis- 
appear; the  myriad  voices  of  nature  will  no  longe  rise  to  the  heavens 
in  songs  of  rejoicing,  and  the  mighty  monuments  of  the  past  will  re- 
main, tombs  of  generations  that  have  died  amid  the  awful  solitudes  of 
a  dead  world;  but  the  principles  of  Masonry  cannot  die.  They  must 
survive.  They  are  rays  from  the  eternal  light,  drops  from  the  river  of 
everlasting  life,  and,  like  their  deathless  original,  they,  too,  possess  the 
attribute  of  immortality. ' ' 

O  Masonry!  with  origin  vested  in  mystery,  yet  whose  pathway  is 
luminous  with  the  love  of  humanity;  whose  life  is  the  spirit  of  ever- 
working  benevolence;  whose  mission  is  the  divinest  charity;  may  thy 
standards  advance,  thy  temples  rise,  until  Truth,  Justice,  Faith,  Charity 
and  Fraternal  Love  encompass  with  their  holy  influences  every  tribe 
and  every  nation. 


Brother  Lemuel  L.  Test  offered  a  resolution  providing 
that  Lodges  be  prohibited  from  conferring  more  than  five 
degrees  in  any  one"  day,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence. 

Past  Grand  Master  William  P.  Filmer,  in  behalf  of  Gen- 
eral Shryoek,  Grand  Master  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Maryland, 
and  with  the  compliments  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland, 
presented  to  Grand  Lodge  an  oil  portrait  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Charles  Gilman  of  Maryland,  who  had  the  distin- 
guished honor  of  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Con- 
Tention  of  Masons  held  at  Sacramento  on  the  17th,  18th  and 
19th  days  of  April,  1850,  (he  represented  California  Lodge 
No.  13)  which  eventuated  in  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California.  This  thoughtful  and  kindly  evidence  of 
fraternal  regard  for  our  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Grand  Master 
of  Maryland  was  received  by  manifestations  of  joy,  and  on 
motion  the  Grand  Secretary  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one 
to  prepare  and  transmit  suitable  resolutions  of  thanks  for 
the  gift. 

The  letter  of  acknowledgment  from  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  Maryland  is  as  follows : 
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General  Thomas  J.  Shryock, 

Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Maryland. 
Most  Worshipful  and  Dear  Brother: 

I  am  directed  by  our  Grand  Lodge  to  acknowledge  your  gift  of  an 
oil  portrait  of  Brother  Charles  Gilman,  Past  Grand  Master  of  your  juris- 
diction, who  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  presiding  over  the  Convention 
of  Masons  at  Sacramento  in  April,  1850,  which  eventuated  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  California. 

Your  splendid  gift  was  presented  by  Past  Grand  Master  William  P. 
Filmer  in  his  usual  felicitous  manner,  and  it  was  received  with  mani- 
festations of  joy  not  only  for  the  portrait  itself,  but  because  of  the 
kindly  and  thoughtful  evidence  of  your  own  regard  for  the  brethren  of 
California. 

Masons  and  Masonry  in  the  far  West  owe  much  to  just  such  men  as 
Brother  Gilman,  who  in  the  turmoil  and  hurry  of  gold-getting,  in  the 
disorganized  condition  of  society,  stood  like  adamant  against  the  hordes 
of  evil  and  preached  and  practiced  the  stern  morality  of  Masonry,  and 
in  the  organization  of  our  Grand  Lodge  set  an  example  in  their  daily 
lives  and  actions  that  did  much  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  and  make 
California  a  State  composed  of  men  whose  fame  is  second  to  none  for 
all  that  goes  to  make  our  common  country  truly  great. 

In  behalf  of  our  Grand  Lodge  I  thank  you  and  your  brethren  of  the 
great  jurisdiction  of  Maryland  for  this  gift. 

With  personal  assurances  of  my  high  esteem  for  you  as  a  man  and 
a  Mason,  I  am. 

For  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California, 

Fraternally  and  sincerely  yours, 

John  Whicher, 

Grand  Secretary. 

MEMORIAL  SERVICES. 
Memorial  services  were  now  held  in  honor  of  the  late  Past 
Grand  Master  William  Abraham  Davies,  who  died  June  20, 
1916,  and  John  Morton  Eshleman,  who  died  February  28, 
1916,  and  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Orator.   The  full  program  being  as  follows : 

Organ  prelude,  introducing  Pleyel's  hymn — Samuel  D.  Mayer,  Grand 
Organist. 

Prayer — John  A.  B.  Fry,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Eecitation,  ' '  The  Passage ' ' — Gustave  Gunzendorf  er.  Past  Master 
King  Solomon 's  Lodge  No.  260. 
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Do  you  thiuk  that  I  fear  you,  good  man  Death? 

Then,  sir,  you  do  not  know. 
For  you  grim  white  face  and  your  frosty  breath, 

And  your  mantle  of  driven  snow, 
Bring  naught  to  me  but  a  signal  of  love:  — 
My  father  sent  you.  He  dwelleth  above, 

And  I  am  ready  to  go. 

The  battle  is  over  and  we  have  won. 

Perhaps  you  did  not  know 
That  just  tonight  the  setting  sun 

Saw  the  turning  of  the  foe. 
If  you  had  come  in  the  thick  of  the  fray 
I  might  not  have  wanted  to  turn  away: 

Now  I  am  ready  to  go. 

Please  steady  me  into  your  little  boat. 

Your  arm, — yes,  thank  you, — there, 
I  think,  when  we  are  well  afloat, 

I'll  sleep,  if  you  do  not  care. 
If  I'm  not  awake  when  we  reach  the  shore. 
Tell  Father  I  stayed  till  the  battle  was  o  'er, 

And  tried  to  do  my  share. 

Quartette — ' '  Gathering  Home  One  by  One. ' ' 

Eulogy,  "William  Abraham  Davies — Samuel  C.  Denson,  Past  Grand 
Master. 

Quartette—' '  It  Is  Well  with  My  Soul. " 
Eecitation — Brother  Gunzendorfer. 

Night  came,    .    .  . 
Releasing  him  from  labor. 

When  a  hand,  as  from  darkness, 
Touched  him, — and  he  slept. 

His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world, 
' '  This  was  a  man. ' ' 

Eulogy,  John  Morton  Eshleman — Harvey  D.  Loveland,  Past  Master 
San  Francisco  Lodge  No.  360. 

Organ  postlude — ' '  Aloha  oe. ' ' 
Benediction — Grand  Chaplain. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 
WILLIAM   ABRAHAM  DAVIES 

By  Samuel  C.  Denson,  Past  Grand  Master. 
William  Abraham  Davies  was  born  in  Utica,  Oneida  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1827,  of  parents  who 
were  natives  of  South  Wales.  He  was  the  first-born  of  his  parents,  who 
came  from  Cardigan,  Wales,  to  America  in  the  year  1818,  and  settled  in 
Utica  in  1820. 

He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  day  nad  learned  the  watch- 
maker's  trade  with  his  father,  Thomas  Davies,  honest  Welshman. 

After  learning  his  trade,  and  after  several  ventures  in  business  at 
or  near  his  birthplace,  he,  like  thousands  of  others,  broke  the  political 
fetters  binding  him  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  ventured  upon  the  long 
and  perilous  journey  around  Cape  Horn  in  the  good  ship  Harriet  Hoxie, 
bound  for  the  famed  land  of  gold,  and  arrived  in  San  Francisco  on  the 
4th  day  of  August,  1852,  and  found  a  new  world  then  just  budding  but 
soon  to  bloom. 

Broad  and  benevolent  man  that  he  was  at  heart,  he  was  raised  to 
the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  in  the  year  1849  when  he  was  put 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  came  to  the  bustling,  boisterous  land  of 
mining,  inspired  by  the  humane  and  ennobling  principles  of  this  mystic 
fraternity. 

He  was  invested  with  every  degree  known  in  Masonry,  and  leanied 
every  lesson  and  appreciated  every  allegory  and  every  moral  precept  and 
the  full  significance  of  it  all.  Of  course  he  did  not  accumulate  great 
wealth,  for  such  a  thing  was  not  possible  with  a  man  of  his  broad  and 
generous  nature. 

His  sterling  qualities  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  his 
brethren,  and  he  was  frequently  called  to  official  position,  and  it  may 
be  said,  he,  during  his  long  life  occupied  every  chair  in  the  Masonic 
orders,  always  with  fidelity  and  rare  competency. 

Brother  Davies  received  his  first  three  degrees  in  Little  Falls  Lodge 
No.  181,  New  York,  the  third  degree  being  conferred  on  St.  John's 
day,  1849.  He  affiliated  with  Columbia  Lodge  No.  28,  at  Columbia, 
California,  in  1859,  and  was  elected  Master  in  1860,  serving  continuously 
as  such  until  1866.  He  affiliated  with  San  Joaquin  Lodge  No.  19,  at 
Stockton,  in  1870,  where  he  was  elected  Master  in  1871.  He  remained 
a  member  of  that  Lodge  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  Grand  Lodge  he  was  appointed  Senior  Grand  Deacon  in  1862; 
elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1863;  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1864; 
Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1865,  and  Grand  Master  in  1867. 

His  Chapter  degrees  were  conferred  in  Oneida  Chapter  No.  40,  Utica, 
New  York,  in  1850,  and  afterwards  affiliated  with  Columbia  Chapter 
No.  8,  serving  as  Secretary  in  1859. 
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He  held  office  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Calif orina  as  follows:  Grand 
Captain  of  the  Host,  1862;  Grand  Scribe,  1863  and  1864;  Grand  King, 
1865;  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  1866,  and  Grand  High  Priest,  1873. 
He  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  from  1899  until  1915. 

He  was  anointed  in  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  in  1861;  elected 
Conductor  of  the  California  Convention  of  High  Priests  in  1864,  serving 
as  such  until  1871;  elected  Vice  President,  1883,  and  President  in  1884, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  his  death. 

Received  the  Council  degrees  in  Sonora  Council  No.  5  in  1860,  and 
and  was  Recorder  in  1865.  Affiliated  with  Stockton  Council  No.  10 
in  1870;  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  in  1870-1876.  Grand  Hlustrious 
Master,  1862;  Deputy  Grand  Master,  1863;  Grand  Master,  1864;  Grand 
Recorder,  1878-9,  1899-1905. 

He  received  the  Orders  of  Red  Cross,  Temple  and  Malta  in  Cali- 
fornia Commandery  No.  1,  in  1866.  Affiliated  with  Pacific  Commandery 
in  1867 ;  served  as  Prelate  in  1868.  Affiliated  with  Stockton  Commandery 
No.  8,  in  1873,  and  Sacramento  Commandery  in  1881.  Was  elected 
Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  California  in  1871 ; 
Grand  Generalssimo  1872;  Deputy  Grand  Commander  in  1873,  and  Grand 
Commander  in  1874.    Was  Grand  Recorder  1899  to  1914. 

The  Scottish  Rite  degrees  were  conferred  upon  him  by  Ebenezer  H. 
Shaw  in  1869 ;  elected  to  serve  in  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Con- 
sistory in  1870,  as  Lieutenant  Commander.  At  the  expiration  of  three 
years  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Grand  Consistory,  the  Supreme 
Council  ordered  the  thirty-third  degree  conferred  as  an  honorarium,  which 
was  done  in  1885. 

His  fellow  citizens,  in  high  appreciation  of  his  sterling  qualities, 
called  him  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  political  office,  and  he 
always  performed  his  duties  faithfully  and  well,  and  he  was  always 
greeted  with  the  approval,  ' '  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant. ' ' 

In  the  year  1867,  in  the  glory  of  his  superb  manhood,  he  became 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  California  and  occupied  the  chief  seat 
in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

He  was  always  one  to  be  relied  upon  and  revered  by  his  brethren  in 
every  place.  He  devotedly  accepted  and  believed  in  all  the  tenets  of 
Masonry,  and,  by  his  sincerity  of  mind  and  his  daily  conduct,  was  a 
shining  exemplar  of  Masonic  teachings. 

He  lived  a  good,  clean  and  wholesome  life,  without  friction,  dissen- 
sion or  antagonism,  and  while  always  admired  and  reverentially  respected, 
was  never  the  object  of  jealousy  or  envy.  Of  few  men  can  this  be  truth- 
fully said. 

His  conduct  toward  his  associates  and  brethren  was  always  marked 
by  warm  and  generous  impulses,  and  everybody  loved  him. 
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He  never  aspired  to  special  distinction  among  his  fellows,  and  never 
posed  for  popular  applause,  but  always  desired  to  do  right  simply  because 
it  was  right. 

His  good  right  hand  was  ever  ready  to  be  extended  to  the  dis- 
couraged, the  distressed,  the  needy,  the  deserving,  and  he  never  passed 
a  sufferer  on  the  highway  without  rendering  aid.  His  memory  needs  no 
panegyric.  His  whole  life  constitutes  one  continuous  picture  of  manly 
honesty,  patriotism,  good  citizenship  and  clinging  and  constant  fidelity 
to,  and  exemplification  of,  those  noble  characteristics  that  make  a  true 
and  genuine  Mason.   He  was  one. 

The  good  Lord  preserved  him  in  his  physical  manhood  for  a  life 
of  more  than  eighty-nine  years,  and  his  mind  and  moral  qualities  were 
preserved  to  the  last. 

But  the  corporal  body  became  worn  and  weak,  and  many  of  us  re- 
member the  scene  when,  one  year  ago,  he  came  into  this  Grand  Lodge 
room  in  darkness,  guided  and  sustained  by  the  eyes  and  hands  of  younger 
brethren. 

At  last  on  June  20th,  1916,  his  light  went  out,  his  body  failed  and 
his  noble  spirit,  relieved  from  the  earthy  burden,  took  flight  to  that 
heavenly  mansion,  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens, 
where  the  Supreme  Grand  Architect  of  the  universe  presides,  and  we  laid 
his  body  to  rest. 

We  must  not  mourn  him  as  one  lost,  for  he  has  only  passed  on  and 
if  we  emulate  his  noble  example  he  will  greet  us  when  we  follow  him. 


IN  MEMORIAM 
JOHN   MORTON  ESHLEMAN 

By  Harvey  D.  Loveland,  Past  Master  San  Francisco  Lodge  No.  360. 

' '  Friend  after  friend  departs. 
Who  hath  not  lost  a  friend 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

As  we  turn  back  o'er  the  pages  of  Memory's  book,  upon  which  the 
passing  years  have  stamped  their  indelible  record,  as  we  read  there  the 
names  of  those  who  no  longer  answer  to  our  roll-call,  as  we  realize  that 
in  the  language  of  the  Persian  astronomer  and  poet, 

*'The  moving  finger  writes,  and  having  writ, 
Moves  on;  nor  all  your  piety  nor  wit 
Can  lure  it  back  to  cancel  half  a  line^ 
Nor  all  your  tears  wash  out  a  word  of  it, ' ' 

the  truth  comes  home  to  us  with  startling  distinctness  that  '^man  was 
made  to  mourn." 
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Gathered  as  this  Grand  body  is  at  this  time  to  direct  the  destinies 
of  this  great  Order  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  beloved  commonwealth, 
it  is  peculiarly  meet  and  fitting  that  these  brothers  for  whom  we  mourn 
today,  who  have  left  their  ''footprints  upon  the  sands  of  Time"  should 
be  remembered.  I  am  asked  to  speak  to  the  memory  of  one  whom  I 
knew  and  loved.  Of  one  whom  to  know  was  to  love.  Of  one  whose  life 
offered  convincing  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  oft-repeated  saying  that 
' '  war  is  not  necessary  to  the  development  of  heroes  and  heroism. ' '  Aye, 
and  of  one  whose  passing  into  the  Great  Beyond  proves  the  truth  of 
that  other  adage  that  ' '  Death  loves  a  shining  mark. ' '  It  seems  but 
yesterday,  my  brethren,  that  we  felt  the  honest,  sincere  clasp  of  his  hand 
in  friendship  and  in  fellowship,  and  listened  to  his  kindly  voice,  which 
ever  uttered  words  of  thoughtful  and  disinterested  helpfulness.  It  seems 
but  yesterday  that  many  of  us  gathered  around  his  bier  with  a  great 
concourse  of  those  who  loved  and  respected  him  in  life,  to  pay  our  last 
sad  tribute  to  his  earthly  remains  and  to  listen  to  the  beautiful  eulogy 
pronounced  by  his  friend,  the  honored  Chief  Executive  of  our  State,  who, 
next  to  our  brother's  immediate  family,  probably  felt  his  loss  most 
keenly.  It  seems  but  yesterday  that,  with  bared  heads  and  heavy  hearts, 
we  stood  around  his  last  resting  place  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  down 
there  in  that  fair  city  of  sunshine  and  flowers  where  he  had  chosen  to 
make  his  future  home,  and  listened  to  our  beloved  Grand  Master  im- 
pressively repeat  in  a  manner  which  stamped  them  as  coming  from  his 
heart,  the  last  touching  words  of  our  burial  service,  ' '  Soft  and  sweet 
to  thee^  our  brother,  be  thy  earthly  bed ' and  as  we  turned  from  that 
lonely  grave  the  thought  must  have  come  to  others,  as  it  came  to  me, 
that  the  green  graves  of  our  own  loved  ones  on  different  hillsides  bore 
mute  but  eloquent  testimony  to  the  depth  and  sincerity  of  the  sympathy 
which  we  felt  and  still  feel  for  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  our  brother, 
and  there  echoed  in  our  hearts  the  beautiful  plea  that  o'er  that  silent 
tomb  ' '  may  the  sweetness  of  the  summer 's  last  rose  linger  longest. ' ' 

Tenderly  we  laid  him  away  under  a  wealth  of  beautiful  flowers,  last 
silent  offerings  of  love  and  friendship. 

The  gentle  breeze  wafted  from  o  'er  the  bosom  of  the  broad  Pacific, 
whose  mighty,  resistless  energy  his  character  seemed  to  typify,  wedded 
to  the  rustling  leaves  of  the  trees  which  spread  their  shadows  o'er  his 
grave,  seemed  fitting  requiem  to  a  soul  at  rest  and  as,  with  a  last  linger- 
ing look,  I  turned  from  the  grave  of  my  friend,  unbidden  there  came 
to  my  mind  the  words  of  the  old  sweet  hymn  sung  to  you  and  to  me 
in  years  gone  by,  by  voices  now  members  of  the  celestial  choir, 

"Sleep  sweetly,  brother;  far  from  thee 
Thy  kindred  and  their  graves  may  bej 
And  yet  it  is  a  blessed  sleep 
Prom  which  none  ever  wake  to  weep. '  * 
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Although  all  this  seems  but  the  events  of  yesterday,  two-thirds  of 
that  larger  period  by  which  we  measure  the  seasons  have  passed  since 
we  left  him  to  his  last  long  sleep.  Yet  such  is  the  nature  of  genuine 
grief,  his  memory  lives  in  our  hearts  in  unfading  tenderness. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  spoken  of  his  death.  What  shall  I  say  of 
his  life  and  character  and  of  the  great  work  which  he  crowded  into  the 
few  short  years  allotted  to  him?  Born  in  Illinois,  of  parents  rich  in 
honesty  and  purity  of  life,  but  poor  in  material  wealth,  his  life  from 
childhood  to  man 's  estate  was  ever  and  always  a  struggle  to  respond  to 
that  honest  and  exalted  ambition  which  spurred  him  on.  With  a  mind 
that  knew  no  limits  in  its  aspiration,  with  a  soul  attuned  to  the  music 
of  the  spheres  but  with  a  body  weakened  by  tuberculosis  and  by  his 
prodigious  mental  effort  in  securing  an  education,  in  early  manhood  he 
sought  health  and  opportunity  in  California.  While  he  did  not  find  the 
one  permanently,  he  created  the  other.  Improved  in  health  by  a  season 
of  outdoor  life  in  a  railroad  construction  camp,  he  again  answered  Ambi- 
tion's call  to  fit  himself  for  the  larger  and  richer  life  to  which  he 
aspired,  and  entered  the  University  of  California. 

That  great  institution,  Alma  Mater  to  many  who  are  writing  their 
names  high  in  the  halls  of  Fame  and  Success,  points  with  pride  to  his 
scholastic  record,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  faculty  and  the  student  body 
shortly  after  his  death,  a  beautiful  eulogy  of  the  life  and  work  of 
Brother  Eshleman  was  pronounced  by  Senator  Guy  C.  Earl,  one  of  the 
regents  of  the  University. 

Graduating  with  distinguished  honors,  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law,  but  even  that  jealous  mistress,  devoted  as  he  was  to  his  profes- 
sion, could  not  blind  him  to  the  fact  that  life  has  large  responsibilities 
incident  to  our  complex  civilization,  which  can  only  be  accepted  by  sacri- 
fice, and  he  became  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  There  he  at  once  took 
his  place  as  a  leader  of  men  of  moral  aspiration,  who  were  willing  to 
engage  in  the  battle  of  life  for  high  ideals  and  pure  politics.  Again  his 
health  failed  and,  accompanied  by  she  who  had  been  his  classmate  in 
college,  with  whom  he  had  selected  to  go  hand  in  hand  along  life's 
pathway,  he  was  taken  from  the  halls  of  legislature  to  the  Imperial 
Valley,  as  his  friends  feared,  to  die. 

Indomitable  will  power  and  life-giving,  life-sustaining  sunshine  pre- 
vailed, and  his  health  again  improving,  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession  and  became  District  Attorney  of  Imperial  county,  a 
county  which  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  creating. 

Later  he  was  elected  to  the  ofiice  of  Railroad  Commissioner.  Of  his 
work  in  that  field,  where  for  four  years  I  was  in  daily  association  with 
him,  I  need  not  speak.  You  all  know  that  he  became  a  State  and 
National  figure  and  authority  in  public  utility  regulation. 
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Answering  again  that  which  he  regarded  as  duty's  call,  he  accepted 
the  nomination  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  the  majority  by  which  he 
was  elected  attested  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  Here  I  may 
properly  refer  to  Brother  Eslileman's  Masonic  record.  He  was  initiated, 
passed  and  raised  in  Durant  Lodge  No.  268,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Berkeley, 
California ;  received  the  Master 's  degree  on  May  26,  1905.  The  following 
year  he  became  a  member  of  Berkeley  Chapter  No.  92,  E.  A.  M. ;  received 
the  Eoyal  Arch  degree  on  December  12,  1906.  In  1908  he  became  a 
member  of  El  Centro  Lodge  No.  384,  and  was  Master  of  that  Lodge  in 
1909.  He  withdrew  from  Berkeley  Cha-pter  in  1910  and  became  a 
charter  member  of  El  Centro  Chapter  No.  109.  Brother  Eshleman, 
shortly  before  his  death,  was  elected  to  membership  in  Imperial  Valley 
Commandery,  U.  D.,  at  El  Centro,  and  was  on  his  way  to  receive  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  when  he  died. 

Brethren,  the  tale  is  almost  told.  As  was  said  in  the  beautiful 
eulogy  delivered  at  his  funeral,  ' '  ever  and  always  the  grim  spectre  of 
death  stalked  at  his  side."  Bravely  he  fought,  like  a  hero  he  died. 
Alone  in  the  early  morning  hours,  just  as  the  dawn  of  another  day  was 
breaking,  separated  from  those  nearest  and  dearest,  he  made  his  last 
fight  and  lost.  Shall  we  say  'Host,"  or  rather  shall  we  say,  in  keeping 
with  the  sentiment  of  the  beautiful  poem  recited  by  Brother  Gunzen- 
dorfer,  "He  made  his  last  fight  and  won,  won  the  crown  of  immortal- 
ity," for  there  was  in  him  that  nobility  of  character  and  faith  in  the 
ultimate  which  robs  the  grave  of  its  victory  and  death  of  its  sting. 
That  dawn  was  to  him  the  morning  of  eternity. 

Our  earthly  associations  with  him  have  ended,  but  his  memory  re- 
mains and  is  a  monument  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends  prouder  than 
storied  urn  or  chiseled  marble  pointing  to  the  skies.  I  would,  indeed, 
my  brethren,  that  in  the  brief  moments  remaining  to  me,  I  could  impart 
to  you  that  knowledge  of  his  character  which  intimate  association  gave 
me.  I  cannot,  and  hoping  still  to  fail  not  in  the  performance  of  the  sad 
yet  pleasureable  duty  assigned  to  me  upon  this  occasion,  I  appeal  to  one 
of  the  master  minds  of  other  times,  and  say  in  the  language  of  Tenny- 
son, 

'  He  had  in  him  that  gentleness  which,  when 
wed  to  manhood  makes  the  man. ' ' 

I  close  my  simple  tribute  to  my  friend  and  our  brother  with  a  little 
story  appropriate  because  of  its  allegorical  application  in  keeping  vsdth 
the  manner  in  which  the  science  of  our  Order  is  taught.  It  is  called 
the  Story  of  the  Immortal  Bell: 

Upon  the  side  of  one  of  the  steepest  and  highest  of  the  mountains 
of  Switzerland  a  monastery  is  located.  So  inaccessible  is  it  that  few 
tourists  ever  visit  it,  but  from  the  reports  of  the  few  who  have  braved 
the  dangers  incidental  to  reaching  it,  it  is  famed  for  three  things :  First 
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and  second,  for  a  cordial  and  a  liqueur  made  by  the  monks,  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  the  epicures;  and  third,  for  the  possession  of  a  bell  cast  three 
hundred  years  ago.  So  fine  was  it  cast  and  so  perfect  of  tone,  that 
although  rung  for  the  first  and  only  time  three  centuries  ago  on  Christmas 
morning,  it  is  still  giving  out  its  sweet  and  perfect  tones  to  the  wonder 
and  awe  of  all  w^ho  behold  it. 

Comparable  to  the  perpetuity  and  sweetness  of  the  notes  of  that 
perfect  bell,  is  the  influence  which  proceeds  from  the  life  and  efforts 
of  our  brother,  whom  we  mourn  today.  Like  the  notes  of  the  bell,  that 
influence  will  go  sounding  down  through  the  corridors  of  time  with  the 
influence  of  other  men  of  pure  and  high  ideals,  and  our  children 's  children 
will  reap  what  he  and  others  like  him  have  sown. 

In  life  we  honored  and  respected  Brother  John  M.  Eshleman;  in 
death  his  memory  is  a  heritage  worthy  of  the  respect  we  are  today  ac- 
cording it. 

Just  a  word  in  closing  of  our  brother  in  that  sacred  relation  of 
husband  and  father,  which  relation  the  teachings  and  tenets  of  Masonry 
cherish  and  respect;  and  brethren,  quoting  from  the  immortal  bard,  I 
would  say,  ' '  If  you  have  tears,  prepare  to  shed  them  now, ' '  nor  think 
it  unmanly  should  Nature  bid  you  weep  through  feelings  of  genuine 
sorrow,  for  never  yet  was  manhood  shamed  by  permitting  the  eye  to 
pay  tribute  to  grief  that  wrings  the  heart. 

Down  there  in  that  once  happy  but  now  lonely  and  desolate  home, 
are  those  upon  whom  this  dispensation  of  an  all^wise  Providence  has 
fallen  most  heavily.  To  that  sorrowing  girl-wife,  for  she  is  scarcely 
more  than  a  girl,  and  to  the  little  ones  who  in  childish  innocence  still 
speak  of  daddy  and  wonder  why  he  does  not  come,  we  extend  our  con- 
tinued heartfelt  sympathy,  the  depth  and  sincerity  of  which  is  measured 
by  sorrow  second  only  to  their  own.  May  God  in  his  infinite  love  and 
mercy  watch  o  'er  and  care  for  them*  even  as  he  "  tempers  the  wind  to 
the  shorn  lamb. ' ' 

Lost  to  sight,  but  to  memory  dear,  there  is  left  to  us,  his  brothers 
of  the  Mystic  Tie,  the  fond  hope,  aye,  the  abiding  faith,  that  up  there 
in  that  Lodge  not  made  with  hands^  in  the  glorious  presence  of  our 
Supreme  Grand  Master,  our  brother  has  found  that  light  eternal  which 
was  ever  the  object  of  his  Masonic  pilgrimage  here  on  earth.  Brethren 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  respectfully  ask  that,  with  bowed  heads  and 
reverent  hearts,  you  join  Avith  me  in  the  beautiful  words  with  which 
Masons  ever  conclude  their  supplications  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  ''So 
mote  it  be. " 

On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Bledsoe,  the  thanks  of 
Grand  Lodge  were  extended  to  all  who  participated  in  the 
memorial  service,  and  the  addresses  of  Past  Grand  Master 
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Denson  and  Past  Master  Loveland,  together  with  the  entire 
program,  were  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceedings. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 
The  Committee  on  Grievances  reported  as  follows: 
To  the  M.\  TV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances,  to  whom  was  referred  Trial  Record 
No.  163,  being  the  retrial  of  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  370  by 
Alturas  Lodge  No.  248,  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

At  the  Annual  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge  of  two  years  ago  the 
judgment  of  the  Trial  Commission  was  reversed,  with  a  direction  for  a 
new  trial.  On  the  second  trial  evidence  was  introduced  which  your 
Committee  considers  warranted  the  conviction  and  a  sentence  of  suspen- 
sion.   We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  that  the  verdict  and  sentence  in  said  case  and  the  action 
of  the  Lodge  thereon  be  and  they  are  hereby  approved  and  confirmed. 

Randolph  V.  Whiting, 
J.  P.  Bernhard, 
George  L.  Jones, 
Charles  Albert  Adams, 
Walter  F.  Haas, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  presented. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  called  off  until  10  o'clock 
Friday  morning. 

Jn  (^rmh  ^£ahQ2 

Morning  Session. 

Friday,  October  13,  1916. 
Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  at  10  o'clock,  the  Grand 
Master  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  session  were  read  and 
adopted. 

The  matter  of  the  petition  of  Joseph  Pascoe,  suspended 
by  Rising  Star  Lodge  No.  83,  March  30,  1901,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  referred  to  in  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master, 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  Rising  Star  Lodge  was  within  its  rights  in  suspending 
the  brother,  the  action  of  that  Lodge  was  approved. 
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EEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 


Brother  Jimmie  N.  Hall,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  reported  the  following  officers  and  represent- 
atives of  356  chartered  Lodges,  delegates  from  six  Lodges 
under  dispensation,  and  Past  Masters  by  service  within  this 
jurisdiction,  as  being  present,  viz : 


California   No. 


Western  Star   No. 

Tehama   No. 

Benicia   No. 

Tuolumne   No. 

Corinthian   No. 

J  :  (, 

San  Jose   No. 


Yount   No. 


1.... Jessie  M.  Whited,  Master; 

Raimon  F.  Conlisk,  Junior  Warden; 
H.  Ascroft,  Past  Master; 
H.  A.  Cline,  Past  Master; 
W.  Crocker,  Past  Master; 
H.  L.  Dewey,  Past  Master; 

D.  E.  F.  Easton,  Past  Master; 

F.  V.  Keesling,  Past  Master; 
H.  A,  Marvin,  Past  Master; 
H.  M.  Owens,  Past  Master; 

C.  L.  Patton,  Past  Grand  Master; 

E.  Peabody,  Past  Master; 
E.  H.  Wilcox,  Past  Master. 

2. ...August  Tillman,  Master. 

3. ..Albert  Greilich,  Master; 

W.  E.  Baughman,  Jr.,  Past  Master; 
J,  Mclndeor,  Past  Master; 
T.  J.  Milliken,  Past  Master. 

5. ...Harry  B.  Carr,  Master; 
J.  DeForest,  Past  Master. 

8. ...William  E.  Burden,  Master; 

G.  T.  Black,  Past  Master. 

9. ...John  R.  Young,  Master; 

E.  E.  Stone,  Past  Master. 
10....Allan  O.  Matthew,  Master; 

Albert  E.  Sandbo,  Senior  Warden; 
George  B,  Stevens,  Junior  Warden; 

F.  Doerr,  Past  Master; 

J.  P.  Jarman,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 
R.  Lowe,  Past  Master; 
J.  H.  McGehee,  Past  Master; 
C.  H.  Wheeler,  Past  Master. 
12.. ..James  Craig,  Master; 

J.  B.  Stevens,  Past  Master; 
F.  W.  Williams,  Past  Master. 
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Nevada   No.   13. ...George  W.  Ogden,  Master; 

F.  L.  Arbogast,  Inspector  and  Past  Master ; 
J.  F.  CoUey,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Temple   No.  14. ...Benjamin  Bordson,  Master. 

Eureka   No.  16....J.  G.  Bisbee,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 


La  Parf aite  Union..No.  17.... Alfred  Gehret,  Master; 

Joseph  Henri  Plate,  Senior  Warden; 

Albert  Jules  Fabre,  Junior  Warden; 

B.  F.  Ames,  Past  Master; 

M,  E.  Diebold,  Past  Master; 

O.  M.  Goldaracena,  Inspector  and  P.  M.; 

A,  Huguenin,  Past  Master; 

H.  Mottet,  Past  Master. 

Mountain  Shade. ...No.   18. ...E.  L.  Case,  Inspector,  Master  and  P.  M. 


San  Joaquin  No.  19....Daniel  W.  Beatie,  Master. 

Washington   No.  20....C.  H.  Brown,  Eep.  and  Past  Master. 

Hawaiian   No.  21. ...James  F.  Fenwick,  Representative. 

Occidental  No.  22....Martin  A.  Schmidlin,  Master; 


George  E.  Kammerer,  Senior  Warden; 

Fred'k.  W,  Nish,  Junior  Warden; 

O.  C,  Baldwin,  Past  Master; 

W.  K.  Fletcher,  Past  Master; 

C.  P.  Fonda,  Past  Master; 

F.  W.  G.  Moebus,  Past  Master; 

H.  F.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 


Madison   No.  23. ...G.  L.  Jones,  Rep.  and  Past  Master; 

Mariposa   No.  24.. ..L.  A.  C.  H.  Kylbgrg,  Inspector  and  P.  M.; 

E.  P.  Wason,  Past  Master. 

Georgetown   No.  25....I.  G.  Swift,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Palmyra   No.   26....Harry  E.  Burke,  Master; 

W.  F.  Bray,  Past  Master. 

Trinity   No.   27....Geo.  F.  Gehm,  Representative. 

Golden  Gate   No.  30....William  P.  Caubu,  Master. 

Robert  W.  Dewar,  Senior  Warden; 

W.  A.  T.  Argard,  Past  Master; 

A.  F.  Heuer,  Past  Master; 

E.  L.  Meyer,  Past  Master; 

W.  G.  Wright,  Past  Master. 

Gold  Hill   No.   32... .Hans  P.  Jensen^  Master  and  Past  Master; 

J.  Gerber,  Past  Master. 
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Ophir   No.  33... .D.  B.  Driver,  Past  Master; 

J.  T.  Morley,  Eep,  and  Past  Master. 
San  Diego   No.  35....Eainsf ord  W.  Belding,  Master; 

E.  C.  Bangs,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

W,  Kettner,  Past  Master. 
St.  John's   No.  37.— Herbert  M.  Edmonds,  Master; 

G.  A.  DeWitt,  Past  Master. 

Santa  Cruz   No.  38. ...Henry  Ehein,  Master. 

Sacramento   No.  40. ...R.  P.  Burr,  Rep.  and  Past  Master; 

W.  D.  Knights,  Past  Master; 

J.  H.  Stephens,  Past  Master. 
Martinez   No.  41.... William  R.  Sharkey,  Master; 

W.  S.  Wells,  Past  Grand  Master. 
Los  Angeles   No.  42  Robert  L.  Van  Zandt,  Master; 

C.  E.  Mitchell,  Past  Master. 
Mount  Moriah   No.  44. ...Henry  N.  Clift,  Master; 

Roy  A.  Pratt,  Senior  Warden; 

Karl  F.  Holzmuller,  Junior  Warden; 

T.  Frolich,  Past  Master; 

J.  C.  Jens,  Past  Master. 
Crescent   No.  45....0,  Dudley,  Past  Master; 

G.  C.  Walton,  Representative. 

Texas   No.  46. ...William  R.  Flint,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

J    I    i?f,Thos.  Flint,  Past  Grand  Master. 
Forbestown  ...^.'.....No.  50....M.  G.  Hill,  Past  Master. 

Hlinoistown   No.   51. ...Henry  C.  Bush,  Senior  Warden. 

Suisun   No.  55.... J.  R.  Chadbourne,  Jr.,  Master; 

Thomas  O.  Dowdell,  Junior  Warden. 

Volcano   No.  56.. ..James  Giannini,  Representative. 

Santa  Rosa   No.  57. ....John  M.  Boyes,  Master; 


j       j         ;  I     Ross  C.  Moodey,  Senior  Warden; 

I  CD.  Barnett,  Past  Master; 

H.  W.  Beardin,  Past  Master; 
A.  G!  Burnett,  Past  Master; 
J.  T.  Mailer,  Past  Master; 
E.  R.  Sawyer,  Past  Master; 
A.  G.  Burnett,  Grand  Master. 

Union   No.  58. ...Jesse  P.  Bascom,  Master; 

T.  J.  Baker,  Past  Master; 

S.  C.  Denson,  Past  Grand  Master; 

W.  W.  Douglas,  Past  Master; 

J.  F.  Morgan,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

C.  A.  Root,  Past  Master. 
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Gravel  Kange   No.  59....Fred 'k.  J.  Joubert,  Master. 

Plumas   No.  60.— George  H.  Stephan,  Master. 

Live  Oak   No.  61....Lee  S.  Griswold,  Master; 

Charles  H.  Victor,  Senior  Warden; 

Charles  A.  Anderson,  Junior  Warden; 

E.  W.  Decoto,  Past  Master; 

W.  J.  Garibaldi,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

A.  B,  Webster,  Past  Master. 


Geo.  Washington.. ..No.  62. ...Henry  M.  Menke,  Senior  Warden. 


Natoma   No.  64....William  J.  Waites,  Senior  Warden. 

Amador   No.  65....William  K.  McFaiiland,  Senior  Warden. 

Forest   No.  66. ...John  F.  Lotspeich,  Master. 

Morning  Star   No.  68. ...John  R.  Humphreys,  Master; 

O.  S.  Henderson,  Past  Grand  Master; 
:       I  G.  A.  McKenzie,  Past  Master. 

Enterprise   No.  70....Edward  T.  Hughes,  Master. 

Bear  Mountain  No.  76. .. .Thomas  H.  Davey,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

F.  W.  Clough^  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Calaveras   No.  78. ...John  A.  Smith,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

C.  Preston,  Past  Master. 
Humboldt   No.  79....Eldred  H.  Connick,  Senior  Warden; 

T.  R.  Dinsmore,  Past  Master; 

A.  J.  Monroe,  Past  Grand  Master, 
lone   No.  80....Arthur  S.  Cunningham,  Master; 

J.  F.  Martin,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Yolo   No.  81. ...John  D.  Woodward,  Senior  Warden. 

Vesper   No.  84....Arthur  H,  Fickert,  Master. 

Naval   No.  87....Harry  A.  Holmes,  Master; 

Thomas  Brown,  Senior  Warden; 

Fred'k.  Graff,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  Brownlie,  Past  Master; 

J.  E.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 
North  Star   No.  91. ...H.  V.  Ley,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

Felix  Kunz,  Representative. 

St.  Helena   No.  93....J.  S.  Noble,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Henry  Clay   No.  95....M.  Brinn,  Past  Master. 

Howard   No.  96....A.  S.  Burrill,  Representative. 

Jefferson   No.  97. ...Arthur  M.  Beever,  Senior  Warden; 

G.  May,  Past  Master. 

Yosemite   No.  99.... Julius  H.  Ellis,  Master. 

Clay   No.  101.... Charles  Kempster,  Master. 
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Oroville   No.  103.... A.  E.  BoyEton,  Past  Master; 

C.  G.  Crowe,  Kep.  and  Past  Master. 

Lexington   No.  104.. ..John  Sotow,  Senior  Warden. 

Areata   No.  106. ...John  F.  Benton,  Master; 

F.  E".  Morrell,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Pajaro   No.  110. ...Martin  Lindsey,  Junior  Warden. 

Chico   No.  111. ...Charles  W.  Chase,  Master; 

Hale  H.  Lathrop,  Senior  Warden. 

Eden   No.  113.. ..S.  B.  Force^  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Concord   No.  117. ...Fred  Hunt,  Senior  Warden; 

Ryall  C.  Eyerly,  Junior  Warden; 

J.  M.  Chapman,  Past  Master. 

Clinton   No.  119....Thadius  A.  Jones,  Senior  Warden. 

Fidelity   No.  120....Sholom  Silverstone,  Master; 

Victor  Aaron,  Senior  Warden; 

Herman  M.  Wallenstein,  Junior  Warden; 

J.  D.  Abrams,  Past  Master; 

P.  Jacobovics,  Past  Master. 
Alamo   No.  122.... William  R.  Meese,  Senior  Warden; 

A.  E.  Clark,  Past  Master. 
Sotoyome   No.  123. ...Oscar  A.  Frellson,  Master; 

E.  Bush,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Table  Mountain. ...No.  124....Henry  F.  Bader,  Master  and  Past  Master. 
La  Fayette   No.  126. ...Fred  F.  Ames,  Master. 

Hermann   No.  127. ...Hermann  F.  H.  Schmidt,  Master, 

L.  Muller,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Visalia   No.  128....James  Griffin,  Master. 

Nicolaus   No.  129....0ttis  K.  Roddan,  Master. 

Woodbridge   No.  131. ...Robert  G.  Williams,  Master. 

Sincerity   No.  132. ...Hugh  C.  Chamberlain,  Master. 

Vacaville   No.  134. ...Frank  E.  Dickie,  Master; 

F.  H.  Clark,  Past  Master. 

Valley   No.  135. ...Frank  A.  Creary,  Senior  Warden. 

Pacific   No.  136. ...Thomas  Anderson,  Master; 


Frank  Mueller,  Senior  Warden; 
Charles  B.  Bond,  Junior  Warden; 
J.  W.  Anderson,  Past  Master; 
G.  L.  Darling,  Past  Master; 
W.  H.  Edwards,  Past  Master; 
T.  Penlington,  Past  Master; 
G.  M.  Ferine,  Past  Grand  Master; 
A.  W.  Turpin,  Past  Master; 
E.  L.  West,  Past  Master. 
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Crockett   No.  139. 


Grafton   No.  141. 

Franklin   No.  143. 

Oriental   No.  144. 


Abell   No.  146. 

Eel  Eiver   No.  147. 

Lassen   No.  149. 

Molino   No.  150. 

Woodland   No.  156. 

Keystone   No.  161. 

Harmony   No.  164. 

Excelsior   No. 166. 


Alameda   No.  167. 

Redwood  City   No.  168. 


..Walter  E.  Sammis,  Master; 

James  W.  Davies,  Senior  Warden; 

Arthur  H.  Canaris,  Junior  Warden; 

J.  O.  L.  Brunswig,  Past  Master; 

C.  Cellarius,  Past  Master; 

H.  J.  Lloyd,  Past  Master; 

H.  W.  Maass,  Past  Master; 

H.  McBirney,  Past  Master; 

T.  Rowlands,  Past  Master. 
.Alex.  L.  Kennedy,  Senior  Warden, 

..Charles  L.  P.  Gardiner,  Senior  Warden; 
H.  D.  Kercheval,  Past  Master; 
J.  H.  Hyde,  Past  Master. 
.John  F.  Clute,  Master; 
Thomas  Harris,  Senior  Warden; 
Alfred  J.  Snow,  Junior  Warden; 
O.  L.  Berry,  Past  Master; 

C.  W.  Dobie,  Past  Master; 
R.  C.  Jewell,  Past  Master; 
F.  B.  Ladd,  Past  Master; 
J.  Tonningsen,  Past  Master. 
.Percy  W.  Handy,  Master; 

J.  M.  Mannon  Sr.,  Past  Master. 
.George  W.  Long,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

.Samuel  L.  Damon,  Master; 
J.  E.  Pardee,  Past  Master. 
.John  T.  Youles,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

.Frank  W.  Weaver,  Senior  Warden; 

H.  H.  Gable,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
.Chandler  Huntington,  Master  and  P.  M.; 

Horace  B.  Allen,  Sen.  War.  and  Past  Master. 
..William  A.  Lavery,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

..C.  A.  Adams,  Past  Master; 
W.  N.  Brunt,  Past  Master; 
R.  G.  Guyett,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

D.  A.  Hare,  Past  Master; 
H.  J.  Owen,  Past  Master. 

..Frank  B.  Hartman,  Master; 

A.  Norris,  Past  Master. 
..William  H.  Kelso,  Master; 

C.  G.  Landscheit,  Inspector  and  P.  M.; 

F.  K.  Towne,  Past  Master. 
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Mission   No.  169. ...Thomas  I.  James,  Master; 

Lew  E.  Wallace,  Senior  Warden; 

William  H.  Worden,  Junior  Warden; 

E.  E.  Allan,  Past  Master; 

R.  S.  Allen,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

E.  F.  Crosett,  Past  Master; 

H.  Hall,  Past  Master; 

E.  B.  Hallett,  Past  Master; 
J.  R.  Hillman,  Past  Master; 
H.  E.  Leland,  Past  Master; 
G.  W.  Lunt,  Past  Master; 
W.  W.  Moore,  Past  Master; 
M.  H.  Renwick,  Past  Master; 
O.  L.  Sues,  Past  Master; 

F.  H.  Thrall,  Past  Master; 
E.  W.  Tucker,  Past  Master. 


Elk  Grove   No.  173....Claude  D.  Tribble,  Master. 

Drytown   No.  174.. ..Henry  Osborne,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Antioch   No.  175. ...George  O.  Kennerly,  Master. 

Phoenix   No.  178. ...John  Culbertson,  Senior  Warden; 

W.  B.  Howes,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

M.  J.  Newburg,  Past  Master. 
Mindocino   No.  179....Henry  A.  Atwood,  Master; 

C.  Banker,  Past  Master; 

J.  W.  Fraser,  Past  Master. 
Russian  River   No.  181. ...Chester  Van  Graf  en.  Master; 

G.  T.  Trowbridge,  Past  Master. 
Meridian   No.  182....George  G.  Meckf essel,  Master. 

Sierra  Valley  No.  184....James  M.  Turner,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Claiborne   No.  185....Frank  W.  Reynolds,  Master  and  P.  M. 

Evening  Star   No.  186....Charles  W.  Nutting,  Master  and  P.  G.  M. 

Keith   No.  187....Charles  Hornbeck,  Sen.  War.  and  P.  M.; 

F.  H.  Sebire,  Past  Master. 
Oakland   No.  188. ...Howard  N.  Mosher,  Master; 

John  R.  Sutton,  Senior  Warden; 

Don  Fred'k.  Harris,  Junior  Warden; 

R.  B.  Gaylord,  Past  Master; 

H.  T.  Moore,  Past  Master; 
C.  N.  Walter,  Past  Master. 


Northern  Light  ....No.  190....Henry  H.  Butzbach,  Master  and  P.  M. 
Marin   No.  191. ...John  Clute,  Senior  Warden; 

F.  M.  Angellotti,  Past  Grand  Master; 

G.  F.  Rodden^  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
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Santa  Barbara  ....No.  192.... Richard  L.  Hammer,  Master. 
Fernclale   No.  193.. ..Edwin  H.  French,  Master ; 

H.  N.  Briggs,  Past  Master. 
Mountain  View  ....No.  194. ...Howard  H.  Ainsworth,  Master. 
Buckeye   No.  195.. ..W.  A.  Brinck,  Rep.  and  Past  Master; 

J.  E.  Sackett,  Past  Master. 
San  Simeon   No.  196.... Edward  Righetti,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

A.  Frankl,  Past  Master. 

Wilmington   No.  198.... Charles  F.  Harrold,  Senior  Warden. 

Hartley   No.  199.... C.  J.  Monroe,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Truckee   No.  200.... George  Carson,  Past  Master  and  Jun.  War. 

Silveyville   No.  201....F.  F.  Marshall,  Insp.,  Rep,  and  P.  M. 

Pentalpha   No.  202. ...Melville  A.  Sheldon,  Master; 

W.  R.  Hervey,  Past  Master. 

Confidence   No.  203... .Walter  C.  Buttle,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Salinas   No.  204....Robert  D.  Logan,  Master. 

Newville   No.  205. ...Z.  P.  Dyer,  Representative. 

Stanislaus   No.  206. ...Sylvan  S.  Latz,  Master. 

Anaheim   No.  207.. ..David  T.  Gillmor,  Senior  Warden. 

Rio  Vista   No.  208... .M.  Stewart,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

King  David's  No.  209. ...John  C.  James,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

Walter  D.  Ardiance,  Sen.  War.,  Past  Mas- 
ter and  Insp. ; 

J,  Whicher,  Past  Master. 
Friendship   No.  210. ...John  L.  Schmidt,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

William  W.  Paull,  Senior  Warden. 
San  Benito   No.  211....Richard  W.  O'Bannon,  Master; 

J.  P.  Davis,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 


S.  San  Francisco. .No.  212.... William  G.  Green,  Master; 

Charles  C.  Thomas,  Senior  Warden; 

Carl  L.  Boehringer,  Junior  Warden; 

M.  J.  Iverson,  Past  Master. 
S.  Buena  Ventura  No.  214....D.  J.  Reese,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 


Louis  C.  Drapeau,  Representative. 
Oak  Grove   No.  215....Henry  C.  Lassen,  Master; 

Henry  G.  Ilderton,  Junior  Warden. 
Doric   No.  216....Manuel  Lafee,  Master; 


Leonard  T.  Pockman,  Senior  Warden; 

Martin  L.  Haines,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  B.  Cameron,  Past  Master; 

B.  Levi,  Past  Master; 

W.  P.  Read,  Past  Master; 

A.  A.  Rosenshine,  Past  Master. 
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Monterey   No.  217. ...W.  Kay,  Rep.  and  Past  Master; 

F.  O.  Massie,  Past  Master. 
Mosaic   No.  218....T,  F.  Brady,  Representative. 


Speranza  Italiana  No.  219....Sisto  Rasori,  Master; 


Giovanni  Fiscalini,  Senior  Warden; 

Paul  Capurro,  Junior  Warden; 

A.  Cogliandro,  Past  Master; 

E.  V.  Lonigo,  Past  Master; 

G.  Scalmanini,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Downey   No.  220.. ..Hugh  W.  McKelvey,  Senior  Warden. 

Inyo   No.  221. ...J.  E.  Eibeslmtz,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Granite   No.  222....L3^man  H.  Barber,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Bakersfield   No.  224.. ..Charles  R.  Dennen,  Master; 

Henry  Eissler,  Senior  Warden; 
Dallas  Hayes,  Junior  Warden; 

A.  S.  Crites,  Past  Master; 
E.  P.  Munsey,  Past  Master; 

B.  B.  Thomas,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Brooklyn   No.  225. ...Louis  Sutter,  Master; 


Allan  M.  Wickland,  Senior  Warden; 
William  F.  Woods,  Junior  Warden; 

F.  J.  Rennie,  Past  Master; 
C.  E.  Stowe,  Past  Master; 

G.  D.  Warren,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 


San  Mateo   No.  226.. ..Jacob  E.  Divelbiss,  Master; 

Francis  J.  Cochran,  Senior  Warden; 

Edward  C.  Aldwell,  Junior  Warden; 

F.  E.  Beer,  Past  Master; 

H.  M.  Taylor,  Past  Master; 

C.  A.  M.  Vandenbos,  Past  Master; 

C.  A.  Wainwright,  Past  Master. 
Athens   No.  228. ...Thomas  J.  Bowcock,  Senior  Warden; 

B.  B.  Tuttle,  Past  Master. 
Solano   No.  229... .Osgood  H.  Hilton,  Master; 


Samuel  Lyttle,  Senior  Warden; 

Henry  A.  Frahm,  Junior  Warden; 

A.  S.  Halliday,  Past  Master; 

J.  M.  Inglis,  Past  Master; 

R.  L.  Robertson,  Insp.  and  Past  Master; 

J.  E.  Sanderson,  Past  Master; 

J.  F.  Walter,  Past  Master. 

North  Butte   No.  230... .Thomas  J.  Long,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Covelo   No.  231. ...H.  S.  Lovell,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 
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Janesville   No.  232....N.  V.  Wemple,  Master; 

S.  H.  Crow,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Calistoga   No.  233....Peter  Hopkins,  Jr.,  Senior  Warden; 

F.  Ashton,  Past  Master. 

Hope   No.  234.. ..Lester  B.  Yarrington,  Master  and  P.  M. 

Surprise  Valley  ....No.  235.... E.  J.  Turner,  Representative. 

Hiirs  Ferry   No.  236....Guy  B.  Stoyell,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Guadalupe   No.  237.... George  W.  Moore,  Senior  Warden; 

J.  Giacomazzi,  Past  Master; 

W.  T.  Lucas,  Past  Grand  Master. 
Colusa   No.  240. ...Hermann  Jacobson,  Master; 

G.  P.  Ahlf,  Past  Master. 

Santa  Ana   No.  241. ...F.  W.  Mansur,  Rep.  and  Past  Master; 

E.  B.  Trago,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Magnolia   No.  242. ...Emmet  F,  Rodenbeck,  Master. 

Eucalyptus   No.  243.... George  W.  Madeley,  Sen.  War.  and  Rep. 

E.  F.  Musson,  Past  Master. 
Alcatraz   No.  244.. ..Elbert  W.  Garrity,  Senior  Warden; 


James  G.  Kane,  Junior  Warden; 
L.  T.  Corwin,  Past  Master; 
J.  Grossman,  Past  Master; 
W.  G.  Davidson,  Past  Master; 
W.  G.  Mobley,  Past  Master; 
N.  Searles  Jr.,  Past  Master; 
J.  L.  Vandenbos,  Past  Master. 


Laurel   No.  245....Bayard  Knock,  Master; 

L.  M.  Benoit,  Past  Master. 
Pomona   No.  246.... W.  A.  Lewis,  Past  Master; 

W.  A.  Vandergrift,  Insp.  and  Past  Master;- 

Earl  Fredendall,  Representative. 

Fresno   No.  247. ...Carl  A.  Lisenby,  Master. 

Alturas   No.  248. ...Ernest  C.  Bonner,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

C.  S.  Baldwin,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

C.  L,  Brown,  Past  Master. 
Bodie   No.  252.. ..John  E.  Qinville,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

Harvey   H.   Boone,    Senior   Warden,  Past 
Master  and  Inspector. 
Landmark   No.  253....T.  Hall,  Past  Master. 

Reading   No.  254.. ..Harry  E.  Thompson,  Master  and  P.  M.; 

McCoy  Fitzgerald,  Senior  Warden. 
Welcome   No.  255. ...R.  E.  Shore,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

M.  C.  Carter,  Representative. 
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Lodi   No.  256.... John  Perrott,  Master; 

G.  W.  LeMoin,  Past  Master; 

W.  J.  Thomayer,  Insp.  and  Past  Master. 
Penrhyn   No.  258. ...Frederick  I.  Adge,  Master. 

Evergreen   No.  259... .Adam  H.  Winder,  Master; 

H.  D.  French,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 


King  Solomon's  ..-.No.  260..-..John  F.  Campbell,  Master; 

Henry  L.  Green,  Senior  Warden; 
George  E.  Weaver,  Junior  Warden; 

E.  E.  Conn,  Past  Master; 

L.  N.  Davidson_,  Past  Master; 
G.  M.  Davis,  Past  Master; 
W.  P.  Filmer,  Past  Grand  Master; 
G.  Gunzendorfer,  Past  Master; 

F.  W.  Hosmer,  Past  Master; 

E.  V.  Whiting,  Past  Master; 

F.  B.  Wood,  Past  Master. 


Tuscan   No.  261.. ..J.  F.  Fouch,  Eep.  and  Past  Master.  ■ 

Lompoe   No.  262....Delbert  E.  Daniels,  Senior  Warden. 

Hesperian   No.  264. ...Francis  E.  Hebard,  Senior  Warden. 

Orland   No.  265. ...W.  Clark,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Gait   No.  267....J.  Ellis  Maxwell,  Master. 

Durant   No.  268.... Walter  A.  Sloan,  Master; 


Elmer  E.  Myers,  Senior  Warden; 
Edward  L.  Soule,  Junior  Warden; 
W.  W.  Anderson,  Past  Master; 
W.  S,  Coleman,  Past  Master; 
E.  Edgar,  Past  Master; 

D.  Finley,  Past  Master; 

E.  Greig,  Past  Master; 

W.  H.  Waste,  Past  Master. 


Olive  Branch   No.  269. ...Harry  H.  Beckwith,  Senior  Warden. 

Snow  Mountain  ....No.  271. ...Charles  Alexander,  Eepresentative. 

Pasadena   No.  272. ...Lucius  A.  Parmele,  Master. 

Anchor   No.  273. ...Frank  B.  Hyatt,  Senior  Warden. 

Arroyo   No.  274.... Geo.  P.  Ide,  Past  Master  and  Eep. 

Oakdale   No.  275....Elmer  E.  Clark,  Master. 

Selma   No.  277....Walter  B.  Glenn,  Master. 


South.  Calif ornia..No.  278....Eobert  H.  Bacon,  Master; 

E.  B.  Spencer,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 
D.  E.  Weller,  Past  Grand  Master. 
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Hanford   No.  279.... Arthur  F.  Hammond,  Master; 

J.  C.  Ensign,  Past  Master. 

Mount  Shasta   No.  281.-..Fred  S.  Fields,  Master. 

Callayomi   No.  282....R.  P.  Newcomb^  Past  Master; 

J.  B.  Preble,  Representative. 
South  West   No.  283....Frank  M.  Chase,  Master. 

San  Miguel   No.  285....George  Parker,  Senior  Warden; 

C.  Forbes,  Past  Master. 
Paso  Eobles   No.  286....Sanford  M.  Barber,  Master; 

Herbert  C.  Sutton,  Junior  Warden; 

C.  J.  Trussler,  Past  Master. 
Winnedumah   No.  287... .Clarence  H.  Rhudy,  Master; 

I.  O.  Clark,  Insp.  and  Past  Master. 

Maxwell   No.  288....Samuel  E.  Crutcher,  Master. 

Elsinore   No.  289....  Jesse  S.  Cobb,  Master. 

East  Gate   No.  290. ...Thomas  B.  Becanon,  Master; 

M.  H.  Flint,  Past  Grand  Master; 

F.  C.  Mulkey,  Past  Master. 

Santa  Paula   No.  291.. ..Eugene  H.  Decker,  Master. 

Orange  Grove   No.  293....Charles  O.  Field,  Master. 

Traver  No.  29i....Henry  E.  Verble,  Master. 

Mt.  Jackson   No.  295. ...Francis  D.  Trosper,  Master. 

Silver  Gate   No.  296. ...John  P.  Brogle,  Master. 

Dunsmuir   No.  297....Frank  L.  Weamer,  Master; 

G.  A.  Hutaff,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 
A.  Levy,  Past  Master. 

Mokelumne  Hill.. ..No.  298. ...Clarence  A.  Berry,  Master  and  Past  Master. 
Liberty   No.  299....Nels  A.  Linderoth,  Master; 

H.  A.  Myers,  Past  Master; 
W,  C.  Raymond,  Past  Master. 

Redlands   No.  300....J.  A.  Stone,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Ontario   No.  301....William  H.  Gorbett,  Master. 

Santa  Lucia   No.  302....William  J.  Hamilton,  Master. 

Porterville   No.  303. ...Herman  S.  Templeton,  Master; 

Charlie  T.  Holston,  Senior  Warden. 

Reedley   No.  304  J.  C.  McCubbin,  Representative. 

Azusa   No.  305....John  W.  Calvert,  Master. 

Ashlar   No.  306.... William  E.  Vaughn,  Master. 

Santa  Monica   No.  307.— Edwin  C.  Bouquet,  Master. 

Monrovia   No.  308....Frank  O.  Eager,  Master. 
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Delano   No.  309.. ..Otto  A.  Clasen,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

A.  S.  Kramer,  Past  Master; 

A,  Sheppard,  Past  Master. 
Sisson   No.  310.. ..Henry  McGiiinness,  Eepresentative. 

Los  Banos   No.  312.... John  P.  Idiart,  Master; 

William  E.  Whittington,  Junior  Warden; 

J.  E.  Place,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Tehachapi   No.  313. ...Harry  J.  Beauford,  Master; 

L.  T.  .Jenkins,  Past  Master; 

i^.  Marx,  Past  Master. 

Temescal   No.  314.. ..Luther  Patton,  Master. 

Norwalk   No.  315. ...John  B.  Reeve,  Master. 

Sanger   No.  316. ...Fred  M.  Garrison,  Master. 

Fallbrook   No.  317....0minus  A.  Anderson,  Master. 

Emmanuel   No.  318. ...Millard  F.  Neff ,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Hollenbeck   No.  319....Charles  F.  Clark,  Master; 

John  Swanfeldt,  Senior  Warden; 

J.  M.  Dunsmoor,  Past  Master; 

W.  J.  Sanborn,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

L,  V.  Youngworth,  Past  Master. 

South  Gate   No.  320....Willie  F.  Oliver,  Senior  Warden; 

E.  E.  Dill,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 
M.  L.  Griffith,  Past  Master. 

Alisal   No.  321. ...James  H.  Cope,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

William  H.  Graham,  Senior  Warden; 
W,  J.  Dakin,  Past  Master. 

Alhambra   No.  322....Clifford  H.  Everdon,  Master; 

J.  N.  Hall,  Past  Master, 

Whittier   No.  323. ...Arthur  J.  West,  Junior  Warden; 

L.  C.  Sawin,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Corona   No,  324.. ..Edward  L.  Eliot,  Master; 

J.  V,  Eliot,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 
L.  L,  Test,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Consuelo   No.  325.... William  W,  Carpenter,  Senior  Warden. 

Needles   No,  326. ...F.  B.  Krallman,  Rep,  and  Past  Master. 

Long  Beach   No,  327.. ..Reginald  B.  Skinner,  Master; 

C.  H.  Shaw,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Redondo   No.  328....  John  A.  Seargeant,  Master. 

Vallee  De  France  No.  329....Francis  Selkinghous,  Master. 

Kilauea   No.  330. ...James  F.  Fenwick,  Representative. 
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Pacific  Grove  No.  331....E'dwin  S.  Johnston,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

R.  Chivers,  Past  Master; 
C:  K.  Johnston,  Past  Master; 
D.  J.  Leary,  Past  Master; 

C.  K.  Tuttle,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
San  Pedro   No.  332.. ..Harry  G.  Weaver,  Master. 

Alta   No.  333....  J.  D.  Murphey,  Rep.  and  Past  Grand  Master. 

Covina   No.  334. ...Malcolm  J.  McCarthy,  Master. 

West  Gate   No.  335.. ..Henry  S.  Brown,  Master  and  Past  Master; 

D.  Cave,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Fruitvale   No.  336. ...Henry  C.  Schwinn,  Master; 


Roddy  C,  Black,  Senior  Warden; 
•  Samuel  L.  Bishop,  Junior  Warden; 
H.  Bercovich,  Past  Master; 
C.  H.  Greenman,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  Hammel,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  McEwen,  Past  Master; 
F.  O,  Schullerts,  Past  Master. 


Carquinez   No.  337... .Chandler  H.  Smith,  Master; 

Francis  P.  Doughty,  Junior  Warden; 

J.  E.  Hughes,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

G.  Jones,  Past  Master. 

San  Jacinto   No.  338. ...G.  Matthews,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Fullerton   No.  339.. ..Charles  S.  Chapman,  Master. 

Oxnard   No.  341.... Jonathan  F.  Fulkerson,  Master. 

San  Fernando  No.  343.. ..George  W.  Bates,  Master. 

Starr  King   No.  344.. ..Charles  Baer,  Master; 

J,  W.  Gale,  Past  Master; 

J.  Goodman,  Past  Master. 

C.  O.  Munson,  Past  Master; 

C.  M.  WoUenberg,  Past  Master. 

Brentwood   No.  345. ...H.  W.  Heidorn,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Palo  Alto   No.  346....Ralph  W.  Follmer,  Master; 

A.  Searle,  Past  Master. 

McKinley   No.  347. ...Hiram  E.  Jacobs,  Master. 

San  Bernardino.— No.  348. ...Albert  Glatz,  Master; 

B.  F.  Bledsoe,  Past  Grand  Master. 
Sequoia   No.  349.....James  B.  Wood,  Master; 

Charles  C.  Young,  Senior  Warden; 
G.  W.  Bacon,  Past  Master; 
J.  C.  Cole,  Past  Master; 
F.  D.  Dolbier,  Past  Master; 
J.  W.  Gwilt,  Past  Master. 
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Palestine   No.  351....W.  F.  Haas,  Eep.  and  Past  Master. 

Sunset   No.  352... .Charles  A.  Blair,  Senior  Warden; 

S.  E.  Burke,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 

Pinole   No.  353....Rasmus  H.  Kerr,  Master. 

Presidio   No.  354.. ..John  E.  Butterfield,  Master; 

Johnson  S.  B.  Smith,  Junior  Warden; 

H.  K.  McKevitt,  Past  Master; 

W.  A.  Sherman,  Past  Master  and  Inspector; 

F.  G,  Watson,  Past  Master; 

J.  B.  Wuersching,  Past  Master. 

Hollywood   No.  355... .William  W.  Anderson,  Master. 

Mill  Valley   No.  356....Ludwig  C.  Koster,  Master; 

Thomas  S.  Watters,  Senior  Warden; 

Edwin  S,  Merriman,  Junior  Warden; 

A.  Coffin,  Past  Master. 

Buena  Park   No.  357.... Albert  S.  Feagan,  Master. 

Golden  State   No.  358. ...Russell  B.  La  Fontaine,  Master; 

J.  H.  Bean,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
San  Francisco   No.  360.. ..Victor  E.  Perry,  Master; 

Charles  H.  Roddan,  Junior  Warden; 

H.  S.  Johnson,  Past  Master; 

H.  D.  Loveland,  Past  Master; 

J.  C.  Perry,  Past  Master. 

Fort  Bragg  No.  361. ...Alfred  A.  Lord,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

Berkeley   No.  363... .Robert  P.  Arnold,  Master; 

Edgar  R.  Nash,  Senior  Warden; 

Edward  C.  Forbes,  Junior  Warden; 

F.  J.  R.  Dawson,  Past  Master; 

C.  A.  McKelvey,  Past  Master. 

Olivet   No.  364....Bertram  L.  Reynolds,  Master. 

Willits   No.  365....George  C.  Lewis,  Master; 

J.  J.  Wilson,  Past  Master. 
Las  Palmas   No.  366.... William  Dick,  Master; 

J.  P.  Bernhard,  Past  Master. 
South  Pasadena  ....No.  367....Harry  M.  Agnew,  Master. 

Unity   No.  368....Donald  S.  Erskine,  Master. 

Ocean  Park   No.  369... .John  V.  Dunsmore,  Master. 

Amity   No.  370....Richard  H.  Thompson,  Master; 

William  B.  Curtis,  Senior  Warden; 

Walter  G.  Campbell,  Junior  Warden; 

H.  C.  Klevesahl,  Past  Master; 

P.  F.  Schafifner,  Past  Master. 

W.  E.  Wood,  Past  Master. 
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Oceanic   No.  371....Thos.  J.  Baker,  Representative. 

Gardena   No.  372....William  H.  Wood,  Master. 

Veteran   No.  373....Gerald  A.  Porter,  Master. 

Jewel   No.  374... .Thomas  F.  Hearn,  Master; 

Curtis  Benton,  Senior  Warden; 

Clarence  J.  Shipaugh,  Junior  Warden; 

L.  Bruck,  Past  Master; 

J.  E.  Levin,  Past  Master; 

J.  A.  Snell,  Past  Master. 
Richmond   No.  375.... Joshua  J.  Harcom,  Master; 

Charles  F.  Werner,  Senior  Warden; 

Grant  Fee,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  E.  Bidwell,  Past  Master; 

D.  B.  Crane,  Inspector  and  Past  Master; 

E.  L.  Fischer,  Past  Master; 
A.  MacKillop,  Past  Master. 

Francis  Drake   No.  376... .Joseph  G.  Walker,  Master; 

George  A.  D.  Kneese,  Senior  Warden; 
G.  F.  McDonald,  Past  Master. 

Artesia   No.  377.. ..Horace  H.  Rockwell,  Master. 

Mizpah   No.  378....Forney  E.  Burt,  Master. 

Fillmore   No.  379....Caswell,  C.  Elkins,  Master. 

Huntington  Beach  No.  380. ...Clarence  E.  Kutyner,  Junior  Warden. 

Oceanside   No.  381. ...Chester  A.  Craig,  Senior  Warden. 

Highland  Park  No.  382....Ernest  E.  Pierce,  Master. 

Orosi   No.  383.... Walter  A.  Oxford,  Master  and  Past  Master. 

El  Centro   No.  384....Nort  J.  Reid,  Master; 

J.  S.  Ross,  Inspector  and  Past  Master. 
Dinuba   No.  385... .Samuel  E.  Burum,  Master; 

J.  D.  Pillsbury,  Past  Master. 

Coalinga   No.  387... .Joseph  B.  Wright,  Master. 

Parnassus   No.  388. ...Henry  L.  Todd,  Master; 

W.  W.  Allen,  Jr.,  Past  Master. 

Palos  Verdes   No.  389. ...James  J.  Harvey,  Master. 

Imperial   No.  390.. ..John  T.  Rice,  Senior  Warden. 

East  Belt   No.  391. ...James  M.  Burgess,  Senior  Warden. 

West  Lake   No.  392.... James  F.  Dixon,  Master ; 

Samuel  Silverman,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  T.  Osterholt,  Past  Master. 

Balder   No.  393....Earl  F.  Strandberg,  Master. 

University   No.  394.. ..F.  B.  Comfort,  Rep,  and  Past  Master. 
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Turlock   No.  395. ...Donald  McKenzie,  Kepresentative. 

Apollo   No.  396....Wilbert  S.  Condon^  Master; 

E.  N.  Clintsman,  Past  Master; 
P.  C.  Windham,  Past  Master. 

Eising  Light  No.  397.. ..James  C.  Barr,  Master. 

Fraternity   No.  399....Loiiis  T.  Smith,  Master; 

Walter  F.  Lillick,  Senior  Warden. 
Burlingame   No.  400....  Arthur  J.  Belton,  Junior  Warden; 

W.  J.  Kidd,  Past  Master; 

C.  Jellinek,  Past  Master. 
Bay  View   No.  401. ...Harry  E.  Jarman,  Master; 

Harry  E.  Long,  Junior  Warden. 
Brawley   No.  402. ...W.  T.  Dunn,  Eep.  and  Past  Master. 

Yerba  Buena   No.  403. ...Robert  G.  Arlett,  Master; 

John  M.  Hencken,  Senior  Warden; 
Russell  L.  Countryman,  Junior  Warden; 
A.  A.  Gifford,  Past  Master; 

F.  W.  LeBallister,  Past  Master. 

Glendora   No.  404. ...Fred  'k.  H.  Nusbickel,  Junior  Warden. 

Moneta   No.  405. ...Wallace  A.  Ward,  Master. 

Burbank   No.  406. ...Ray  R.  Sence,  Master. 

La  Mesa   No.  407.... John  H.  Mallery,  Senior  Warden. 

Sierra  Madre   No.  408.. ..Franklin  Biederman,  Master. 

Honolulu   No.  409.... James  F.  Fenwick,  Past  Master  and  Rep. 

Charter  Rock   No.  410... .Ralph  W.  Myers,  Master; 


William  A.  Louis,  Senior  Warden; 
Henry  R.  Braden,  Junior  Warden; 
P.  Nicklas,  Past  Master; 
M.  A.  Plumb,  Past  Master; 
A.  M.  Poulsen^  Past  Master; 
S.  W.  Smith,  Past  Master; 
E.  S.  Valentine,  Past  Master. 


Perris   No.  411.. ..Otto  J.  Hanzlick,  Master; 

H.  M.  Hanford,  Past  Master  and  Sen.  War. 

Calexico   No.  412. ...Lewis  H.  Webber,  Master. 

Waucoba   No.  413.. ..John  M.  Connor^  Master. 

Arlington   No.  414....Charles  P.  Lyndall,  Master  and  P.  M. 

Silver  Trowel   No.  415....Frank  E.  Judy,  Master. 

Lindsay   No.  416....William  J.  Gardner,  Master. 

Clovis   No.  417. ...A.  S.  Kirkpatrick,  Representative. 
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Elysian   No.  418. ...Reginald  W.  Clapp,  Master; 

E.  A.  Troxel^  Past  Master, 

Upland   No.  419.. ..William  A.  Lucas,  Senior  Warden. 

Inglewood   No.  421.. ..Frank  S.  Friend,  Master. 

Eagle  Rock  No.  422. ...F.  M.  McNab,  Representative. 

York   No.  423. ....James  E.  Rose,  Master. 

Exeter   No.  424.. ..Richard  H.  Owen,  Master; 

F.  W.  Mixter,  Past  Master. 

Ho.ltville   No.  425....Clarence  H.  Eckert,  Senior  Warden. 

Midway   No.  426... .Edward  H.  Williams,  Senior  Warden. 

Chino  Valley   No.  427.. ..E.  C.  Daniels,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

San  Dimas   No.  428. ...Samuel  J.  McDonald,  Master. 

Pittsburg   No.  429. ...Harry  W.  Reinhart,  Master. 

McCloud   No.  430....F.  B.  Nichols,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Alpha   No.  431. ...Richard  E.  Slattery,  Master; 

Franklin  I.  Gardner,  Senior  Warden; 
T.  Thayer,  Past  Master. 

Roseville   No.  432.. ..Jeremiah  E.  Stine,  Senior  Warden. 

Hammonton   No,  433. ...Alfred  R.  Dole,  Master; 

J.  H.  McGill,  Past  Master, 
Maricopa   No.  434. ...John  A.  Dyson,  Master. 

Fairmount   No.  435. ...William  O.  Purdy,  Master; 

George  E.  Ralph,  Senior  Warden; 
Henry  F.  Harwood,  Junior  Warden; 
J.  D.  Ralph,  Past  Master; 
D.  S.  Wagstaff,  Past  Master. 

Claremount   No.  436.... William  L.  Smith,  Master. 

Lancaster   No.  437.. ..J.  A.  Searing,  Representative. 

Germania   No.  438.. ..Rudolph  G.  Kiesling,  Junior  Warden. 

Tyrian   No.  439... .Thomas  F,  Craig,  Master, 

Standard   No,  440....Edward  M,  Jones,  Master. 

Coronado   No.  441. ...Alfred  W.  Bush,  Master, 

Blackmer   No,  442. ...C,  G.  Briggs,  Rep.  and  Past  Master. 

Schofield  No.  443....Geo.  W.  Moffitt,  Representative. 

Carpinteria   No.  444....DeWitt  C.  Humphrey,  Master. 

Wilshire   No.  445....Elbert  E.  Crandall,  Master. 

La  Puente   No.  446.... George  E.  Cross,  Master. 

Torrance   No.  447.. ..Chester  A.  Paxman,  Senior  Warden. 
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Mt.  Diablo   No.  448....Micliaalis  Neusteadter,  Master; 

Charles  W.  Thissell,  Senior  Warden; 
L.  L.  Martin,  Past  Master. 

Park  No.  449... .James  E.  Addicott,  Master; 

Frank  E.  Jackson,  Senior  Warden; 
E.  B.  Power,  Past  Master. 

Van  Nuys   No.  450....Lincoln  L.  Whitson,  Master. 

Montebello   No.  451....William  L.  Mulford,  Master. 

San  Pasqual   No.  452. ...Edward  J.  Wheeler,  Master. 

Bethlehem   No,  453. ...Clarence  F.  Bovee,  Master; 

\  Charles  K.  Harper,  Senior  Warden; 

Adolphus  E.  Gaupner,  Junior  Warden. 
E.  Squier,  Past  Master; 
H.  G.  Squier,  Past  Master; 
C.  Haydock,  Past  Master. 

Crocker   No.  454.... Andrew  McN.  McKeown,  Master. 

Thomas  Madgwick,  Senior  Warden. 

Golden  West   No.  455....George  R.  Brockman,  Master; 

Adolph  L.  W.  Zillmer,  Senior  Warden; 
Elner  M.  Hundley,  Junior  Warden. 

Kennett   No.  456. ...Edward  C.  Thompson,  Senior  Warden. 

Ramona   No.  457....William  K  Cole,  Master. 

Henry  S.  Orme  No.  458. ...James  H.  Andrews,  Master  and  P.  M. 

Lyle  W.  Rucker,  Past  Master. 

Riverbank   No.  459.... James  E.  Williams,  Junior  Warden. 

Mt.  Oso   U.  D  Victor  Mayer,  Senior  Warden. 

Argonaut   U.  D  Purcell  Rowe,  Master; 

Rex  E.  Gilbert,  Senior  Warden; 
Harry  W.  Reis,  Junior  Warden. 

Paul  Revere   U.  D  Louis  T.  Cranz,  Master; 

George  W.  Kennedy,  Senior  Warden; 
W.  A.  Gerder^  Junior  Warden. 

Morgan  Hill   U.  D  Andrew  S.  G.  Rasmussen,  Master. 

Alta  Vista   U.  D  Wm.  C.  Elliott,  Master; 

Harold  Y.  Heckman,  Senior  Warden; 
Harry  G.  Hansell,  Junior  Warden. 

Center   U.  D  Casper  N.  Torp,  Junior  Warden. 


The  report  was  adopted. 


GRAND  LODGE  OP  CALIFORNIA 


207 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

Brother  Howard  D.  Kercheval,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pay  of  Members,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted ; 

To  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  cost  of 
transportation  for  one  person  from  the  location  of  each  Lodge  in  the 
State  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  return,  and  of 
reporting  such  cost  of  transportation  as  the  sum  due  to  the  officers 
or  representatives  in  attendance  from  each  Lodge,  as  well  as  the  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Grand  Masters,  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees,  and 
Inspectors,  for  their  necessary  expenditure  for  transportation  to  and 
from  the  Grand  Lodge,  report  that  they  have  carefully  discharged  that 


duty,  and  submit  the  following  statement: 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Albert  G.  Burnett,  Grand  Master,  Sacramento  $  5.50 

Wm.  Ehodes  Hervey,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

William  Kettner,  Grand  Marshal,  San  Diego   44!15 

David  J.  Reese,  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  Ventura   29.70 

Horace  V.  Ley,  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Yreka   29.15 

John  P.  Jarman,  Grand  Bible  Bearer,  San  Jose   2.50 

Francis  W.  Mixter,  Junior  Grand  Steward,  Exeter   18.90 

Theo.  J.  Milliken,  Grand  Pursuivant,  Sacramento   5.50 

Samuel  E.  Burke,  Grand  Orator,  Los  Angeles   35.70 


Total   $206.80 

PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 

William  T.  Lucas,  Santa  Maria   21.70 

Thomas  Flint,  Hollister  ,   5.90 

Orrin  S,  Henderson  Stockton   5.20 

Charles  W.  Nutting,  Etna  Mills   33.90 

George  W.  Hunter,  Eureka  

Motley  H.  Flint,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Dana  R.  Weller,  Los  Angeles.   35,70 

Alonzo  J.  Monroe,  Eureka.   26.40 

John  D,  Murphey,  Berkeley   20 

Benj.  F.  Bledsoe,  Los  Angeles   35.70 


Total   $200.40 


208 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


CHAIRMAN  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Jimmie  N.  Hall,  Brawley,  Credentials  $  51.70 

Arthur  S.  Crites,  Bakersfield,  Returns   23.40 

Howard  D.  Kercheval,  Courtland,  Pay  of  Members   6.00 


Total   $  81.10 

INSPECTORS. 

Frank  E.  Morrell,  First  District,  Areata  $  24.70 

Gustav  A.  Hutatf,  Fourth  District,  Dunsmuir   22.80 

Charles  S.  Baldwin,  Sixth  District,  Alturas  ■   40.90 

Willard  Clark,  Seventh  District,  Orland   14.00 

Samuel  H.  Crow,  Eighth  District,  Lassen   34,80 

Harvey  H.  Boone,  Eleventh  District,  Bodie   50.00 

James  F.  Colley,  Twelfth  District,  Nevada  City   13.10 

Eli  Bush,  Eighteenth  District,  Healdsburg   3.30 

Robert  L,  Robertson,  Nineteenth  District,  Vallejo   2.10 

J.  Frank  Morgan,  Twentieth  District,  Sacramento   5.50 

Hayes  H.  Gable,  Twenty-first  District,  Esparto   5.80 

John  F.  Martin,  Twenty-third  District,  lone   8.00 

Fred  'k  W.  Clough,  Twenty-fourth  District  Angels  Camp   14.00 

William  J.  Thomayer,.  Twenty-fifth  District,  Lodi   5.50 

Jacob  E.  Hughes,  Twenty-sixth  District,  Crockett   2.10 

Francis  F.  Marshall,  Twenty-seventh  District,  Dixon   4.70 

Fred'k  L.  Arbogast,  Twenty-eighth  District,  Oakland   .20 

Wm.  J.  Garibaldi,  Twenty-ninth  District,  Oakland   .20 

Granville  D.  Warren,  Thirtieth  District,  Oakland  20 

Geo.  R.  Rodden,  Thirty-fifth  District,  San  Rafael   .70 

Chas.  G.  Landscheit,  Thirty-sixth  District,  Redwood  City   1.80 

James  P.  Davis,  Thirty-eighth  District,  Hollister   5.90 

Charles  K.  Tuttle,  Thirty-ninth  District,  Pacific  Grove   7.00 

L.  A.  C.  H.  Kylberg,  Fortieth  District,  Merced   9.00 

Joseph  E.  Place,  Forty-first  District,  Los  Banos   8.30 

Ira  O.  Clark,  Forty-second  District,  Laws   55.10 

Richard  E.  Shore,  Forty-sixth  District,  Lemoore   17.70 

Benj.  B.  Thomas,  Forty-seventh  District,  Bakersfield   23.40 

Walter  D.  Adriance,  Forty-eighth  District,  San  Luis  Obispo.  .....  19.10 

John  H.  Bean,  Fiftieth  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Edward  E.  Spencer,  Fifty-second  District,  Los  Angeles.  .   35,70 

Robie  E,  Dill,  Fifty-third  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Wilfred  J.  Sanborn,  Fifty-fourth  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 

Lemuel  L.  Test,  Fifty-fifth  District,  Pasadena   35.70 

Wm.  A.  Vandegrift,  Fifty-sixth  District,  Pomona   35.70 

John  V.  Eliot,  Fifty-seventh  District,  Covina   35.70 
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Lee  L.  Sawin,  Fifty-eighth  District,  Whittier   35.90 

Clark  H.  Shaw,  Fifty-ninth  District,  Long  Beach   36.50 

Eli  B.  Trago,  Sixtieth  District,  Santa  Ana   35.70 

Walter  B.  Howes,  Sixty-first  District,  San  Bernardino   35.70 

Henry  D.  French,  Sixty-second  District,  Kiverside   35.70 

Egbert  C.  Bangs,  Sixty-third  District,  San  Diego   44.15 

J.  Stewart  Eoss,  Sixty-fourth  District,  El  Centro   50.20 

Daniel  Cave,  Special  District,  Los  Angeles   35.70 


Total   $972.75 

RECAPITULATION. 

*For  Representatives  of  Lodges  $6,381.10 

For  Grand  Officers   206.80 

For  Past  Grand  Masters    200.40 

For  Chairmen  of  Standing  Committees  '   81.10 

For  Inspectors   972.75 


Grand  Total  $7,842.15 


We  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adoption: 
Resolved,  That  there  be  levied  upon  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  the 
State  of  California  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  in  addition  to  the  dues  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution,  the  sum  of  15  cents  for  each  member  borne 
upon  the  respective  rolls  at  the  date  of  the  annual  reports.  Said  levy 
shall  be  for  the  payment  of  Representatives,  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  Inspectors,  and  shall  be  paid  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  dues. 

H.  D.  Kercheval, 
C.  A.  Berry, 
Jno.  H.  McGehee, 

Committee. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Angellotti,  for  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  reported  as  follows : 
To  the  M.'.  W.' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Brother  William  A.  Sherman  proposes  to  amend  section  73  of  the 
Constitution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

' '  Resolved,  that  Section  73  be  amended  to  read  in  the  following 
manner:  To  strike  out  the  word  'and'  in  the  last  line  but  one,  and  add 

*  For  items,  see  Report  of  Committee  on  Returns. 
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at  the  end  of  the  section  the  following:  'and  are  thoroughly  proficient 
in  those  portions  of  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  which  relate  to  the  government  of  a  Lodge. '  ' ' 

*'As  amended  the  section  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  73.  Upon  the  petition  of  twelve  and  not  more  than  twenty-five 
Master  Masons  in  good  standing,  accompanied  by  the  demits  or  certifi- 
cates of  the  signers  in  the  forms  prescribed  in  Sections  159  and  161, 
being  presented  to  the  Grand  Master,  in  the  form  prescribed  in  Section 
235,  he  may  in  cases  of  manifest  propriety  and  necessity  grant  them  a 
dispensation  to  open  and  hold  a  Lodge  at  the  place  therein  to  be  named, 
under  such  name  as  shall  be  approved  by  him,  which  shall  not  be  the 
name  of  any  living  person  or  chartered  Lodge,  with  power  to  make 
Masons  and  receive  members  by  affiliation;  and  he  shall  therein  appoint 
the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  new  Lodge.  But  in  no  case  shall  such 
dispensation  be  issued  unless  the  petition  be  accompanied  by  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  chartered  Lodge  (if  from 
a  city  or  town  where  more  than  one  Lodge  exists,  then  from  a  majority 
of  such  Lodges),  setting  forth,  in  the  form  prescribed  in  Section  237, 
that  the  petitioners  are  all  Master  Masons  in  good  standing,  that  the 
establishment  of  the  new  Lodge  is  of  manifest  propriety  and  will  conduce 
to  the  good  of  the  order,  and  that  a  safe  and  suitable  Lodge-room  has 
been  provided  therefor;  nor  unless  the  petition  shall  also  be  accompanied 
by  a  certificate  from  an  Inspector  whom  the  Grand  Master  shall  select, 
declaring  that  the  Master  and  Wardens,  proposed  in  such  petition  are 
fully  competent  properly  to  confer  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry,  to 
deliver  entire  the  lectures  thereunto  appertaining,  and  are  thoroughly 
proficient  in  those  portions  of  the  Constitution  and  General  Regulations 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  relate  to  the  government  of  a  Lodge. ' ' 

The  effect  of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be  to  make  the 
requisite  qualifications  of  the  Master  and  Warden  of  proposed  Lodges 
U.  D.  the  same  as  those  of  the  Master  and  Warden  of  chartered  Lodges. 
We,  therefore,  recommend  its  adoption. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  section  73  amended  by  unan- 
imous vote. 

Brother  Lemuel  L.  Test  proposes  to  amend  our  Constitution  so  as 
to  prohibit  the  conferring  of  more  than  five  degrees  by  any  Lodge  in  any 
one  day.  It  has  been  decided  that  the  law  as  now  written  contains  no 
such  prohibition.  Believing  that  no  Lodge  can  confer  more  than  five 
degrees  in  one  day  in  an  effective  and  creditable  manner,  we  are  in 
entire  sympathy  with  the  proposed  amendment.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  section  115  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding  thereto 
the  following: 

' '  Nor  shall  it  confer  more  than  five  degrees  in  any  one  day. ' ' 
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The  recommendation  was  adopted  and  section  115 
amended  by  unanimous  vote. 

Brother  Elmer  E.  Stone  proposes  an  amendment  to  section  30  of 
our  Constitution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

''The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  on  Grievances  and  on  Finance 
shall  convene  at  the  place  of  holding  the  annual  communication  of  Grand 
Lodge,  at  least  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  its  opening.  All  propo- 
sitions subject  to  reference  to  the  above  said  Committees  must  be 
presented  in  writing  and  delivered  to  the  Grand  Secretary  prior  to  the 
time  of  convening  of  said  Committees. ' ' 

As  will  be  seen,  this  proposes  quite  a  radical  change,  one  of  the 
effects  thereof  being  to  prevent  the  consideration  at  any  Annual  Com- 
munication of  any  resolution  or  proposition  subject  to  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  or  Finance  or  Grievance  unless  presented 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before  the  opening  of 
the  Communication.  The  proposition  was  not  introduced  until  the  third 
day  of  this  Communication  and,  as  is  apparent,  consideration  thereof  at 
this  Communication  may  well  be  held  to  be  inconsistent  with  its  terms. 
In  any  event,  we  believe  that  we  should  not  act  hastily  in  the  matter 
and  recommend  that  consideration  be  deferred  until  our  next  Annual 
Communication. 

The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

A  proposition  is  made  to  amend  section  17  of  the  Constitution  so 
as  to  fix  the  time  of  the  election  of  Grand  officers  for  the  second  day  of 
each  Annual  Communication.  The  proposition  was  not  introduced  until 
the  third  day  of  this  Communication.  As  at  present  advised,  we  can 
see  no  good  reason  for  making  the  change  in  our  existing  laws  in  this 
matter;  but  we  feel  that  the  proposition  is  entitled  to  more  considera- 
tion than  can  properly  be  given  to  it  at  this  Communication,  and  recom- 
mend that  its  consideration  be  postponed  to  our  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation. 

The  recommendation  was  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES. 

Brother  "Walter  F.  Haas,  from  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances, presented  the  following  report: 
To  the  M.\  TV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  relating  to  the  advancement  of  certain  moneys  claimed 
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to  have  been  paid  out  in  the  organization  of  Crocker  Lodge  No.  454, 
begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  data  which  has  been  furnished  this  Committee  is  insufficient 
for  the  determination  of  the  matters  in  controversy.  There  appears  to 
be  a  conflict  in  the  affairs  which  will  require  a  trial  of  the  matter  for  a 
proper  determination  of  the  question,  and  this  Committee  is  also  of  the 
opinion  that  it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  Committee  to  hear  the 
testimony  and  that  an  investigation  should  be  made  by  the  Inspector  of 
the  district  in  which  the  Lodge  is  situated,  and  a  report  made  by  such 
Inspector  to  the  Grand  Master;  the  Grand  Master  to  thereupon  take  such 
steps  in  the  matter  as  to  him  may  seem  best;  we  therefore  offer  the 
f ollow^ing  resolution : 

Eesolved,  That  the  matter  of  communication  with  relation  to  moneys 
advanced  in  the  organization  of  Crocker  Lodge  No.  454  be  referred  to 
the  Inspector  of  the  District  within  which  said  Lodge  is  situated,  such 
Inspector  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  Grand  Master  relative  to  the 
matter,  and  that  upon  receipt  of  such  report  the  Grand  Master  take 
such  steps  as  to  him  may  seem  proper. 

Adopted. 

Brother  Bernhard  from  the  same  Committee  reported  as 
to  Trial  Record  No.  191  as  follows : 

The  case  was  tried  by  Bakersfield  Lodge  No.  224.  At  the  trial 
there  were  six  Commissioners,  and  the  accused  was  found  guilty  as 
charged  and  the  penalty  fixed  as  suspension.  The  vote  on  the  penalty 
of  expulsion  was  3  to  3  and  the  vote  on  suspension  was  5  to  1. 

Your  Committee  feels  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  justifies  the 
severest  penalty  in  our  power,  that  the  punishment  of  suspension  was 
inadequate  to  meet  an  offense  of  this  kind  and  that  the  accused  should 
be  expelled.    We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  verdict  be  sustained  and  the  sentence  of  suspen- 
sion be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed  and  the  accused  be  and  he  is 
hereby  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Hiram  C.  Hamilton  of 
Tehachapi  Lodge  No.  113  was  thereupon  expelled  from 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonrv^ 

Your  Committee  also  reports  on  Trial  Record  No.  190,  from  Fair- 
mount  Lodge  No.  435,  that  the  record  is  so  incomplete  and  defective 
and  in  such  a  condition  that  the  Committee  has  never  acquired  jurisdic- 
tion of  said  matter  and  reports  it  back  without  action. 
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On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  the  record  was 
ordered  to  be  returned  to  Fairmount  Lodge  and  the  officers 
of  that  Lodge  requested  to  certify  what  took  place  at  the  trial. 


On  motion  of  George  L.  Jones,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  ex- 
tended to  Brother  John  C.  Coleman  for  presenting  to  Grand 
Lodge  a  bronze  bust  of  the  late  Edward  Coleman. 

The  matter  of  this  Grand  Lodge  continuing  its  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Masonic  Eelief  Association  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  was  called  to  the  attention  of  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  Grand  Secretary  moved  that  we  do  continue  our  subscrip- 
tion.   The  motion  was  lost. 


EEPORTS  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Brother  Geo.  F.  Rodden,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, presented  the  following  reports,  all  which  were  adopted : 
To  the  M.' .  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  examined  the  financial  report  of 
the  Masonic  Homes  of  California  and  find  them  to  be  correct  and  in 
order. 

We  have  also  considered  the  question  of  the  maintenance  of  our 
Homes  at  Decoto  and  Covina,  and  believe  that  the  per  capita  tax  of 
one  dollar  should  be  continued. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adop- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  usual  per  capita  tax  of  one  dollar  be  levied  on 
our  membership  for  the  maintenance  of  said  Decoto  and  Covina  Homes. 

To  the  M.'.  W .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  desires  to  introduce  and  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  fire  of  1906  this  Grand 
Lodge  lacks  portraits  of  twenty-two  of  its  Past  Grand  Masters. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  resolved.  That  a  special  committee  of  three, 
to  consist  of  the  incoming  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee,  be  appointed  by  the  incoming  M.*.  W.'. 
Grand  Master.  That  said  Committee  be  and  it  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  secure  appropriate  portraits  of  those  faces  now  missing; 
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to  have  them  reproduced  in  oil  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than  four  each 
year  and  to  have  them  suitably  framed. 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
study  of  the  conditions  surrounding  the  claim  of  Lassen  Lodge  No.  149, 
of  Susanville,  California. 

They  are  in  brief  as  follows:  Bro.  L.  S.  York,  a  member  of 
Cement  Lodge  No.  431,  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Missouri,  came 
to  Susanville  in  the  fall  of  1914,  and  in  a  very  short  time  became  so 
ill  that  he  was  unable  to  work  for  a  period  of  seven  or  eight  months. 
His  family  consisted  of  a  wife  and  six  small  children.  They  were  en- 
tirely destitute.  Lassen  Lodge  immediately  took  charge  of  the  brother 
and  tenderly  cared  for  him  during  his  long  illness.  They  expended  on 
behalf  of  his  family  $385.64,  and  have  been  reimbursed  by  Cement 
Lodge  to  the  extent  of  $50.00.  Cement  Lodge  confesses  inability  to 
pay  more,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  will  not  assist.  We  there- 
fore offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Eesolved,  That  the  sum  of  $335.64  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
ordered  paid  to  Lassen  Lodge  No.  149  as  reimbursement  for  moneys 
expended  on  behalf  of  Bro.  L.  S.  York. 

The  Masonic  Board  of  Eelief  of  Portland,  Oregon,  in  its  fraternal 
ministrations,  has  extended  aid  to  Agnes  Brown,  daughter  of  Wm.  A. 
Brown  of  Pescadero  Lodge  No.  239  (charter  surrendered).  The  amount 
advanced  was  $125.00  as  evidenced  by  vouchers  at  hand. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Eesolved,  That  payment  be  made  to  the  Masonic  Board  of  Eelief 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  in  the  sum  of  $125.00  for  moneys  advanced  on 
behalf  of  Miss  Agnes  Brown. 

There  has  been  presented  for  the  consideration  of  your  Committee, 
the  claim  of  Humboldt  Lodge  No.  79,  for  $143.00  expenses  incurred  by 
the  burial  of  Mrs.  Celia  Benton,  who  died  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  Lodge  on  January  8,  1916.  Mrs.  Benton  was  the  widow  of  a  non- 
affiliated Mason  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  August  16, 
1871. 

While  admitting  that  the  claim,  as  such,  is  a  proper  one  against 
this  Grand  Lodge,  we  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  Humboldt  Lodge 
incurred  a  greater  expense  than  conditions  demanded,  and  the  items  of 
the  bill  accompanying  would  seem  to  confirm  that  belief. 

We  feel  that  our  subordinate  Lodges  should  be  admonished  that  in 
similar  cases  no  greater  expense  should  be  incurred  than  is  consistent 
with  decency  and  respect. 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


215 


We  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adoption: 
Eesolved,  That  the  sum  of  $143.00  be  allowed  to  Humboldt  Lodge 
No.  79  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  burial  of  Mrs.  Celia  Benton. 

Your  Committee  has  given  consideration  to  the  claim  of  Santa  Ana 
Lodge  No.  241,  against  Shiloh  Lodge  No.  1  of  Fargo,  N.  D.,  for  assist- 
ance rendered  Mrs.  Hellman,  the  widow  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
last  named  Lodge. 

It  would  appear  from  the  documents  at  hand  that  Shiloh  Lodge 
had  become  disgruntled  by  the  attitude  of  the  lady  towards  their  efforts 
to  relieve  her  needs.  They  resolved  to  do  nothing  further  for  her,  and 
consequently  declined  payment  of  the  bill  presented  by  Santa  Ana  Lodge. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  aiid  recommend  its 
adoption : 

Eesolved,  That  the  sum  of  $65.87  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered 
paid  to  Santa  Ana  Lodge  No.  241  for  debts  incurred  on  behalf  of 
Shiloh  Lodge  No.  1,  of  Fargo,  N.  D. 

Your  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  annual 
report  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  California,  has  carefully 
considered  the  same,  and  is  pleased  to  notice  the  progress  made  during 
the  past  year  and  hopes  that  in  the  near  future  the  Association  will  be 
self-sustaining.  However^  as  the  Association  still  faces  an  annual  deficit 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  also 
that  of  his  predecessors,  pledges  the  positive  obligation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  this  commendable  enterprise,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  aid  as  far  as  the  finances  will 
consistently  permit. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption : 

Eesolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  purchase  3000  shares  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  of  California  (par  value  ten 
dollars  per  share)  in  addition  to  the  stock  already  owned. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  a  most  voluminous  correspondence 
between  the  Grand  officers  of  Nevada;  Douglas  Lodge  No.  12,  of  Genoa, 
Nevada;  Carson  Valley  Lodge,  and  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26  of  Placer- 
ville,  California,  referring  to  a  claim  by  Palmyra  Lodge  for  moneys 
expended  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  Bro.  James  W.  Small,  who  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  Douglas  Lodge. 
The  amount  involved  was  $415.00  of  which  $166.00  was  returned,  leaving 
a  balance  due  of  $249.00. 
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The  evidence  gives  conclusive  proof  of  diligent  effort  on  the  part 
of  Palmyra  Lodge  to  recover  and  of  the  fairness  and  fraternal  spirit  of 
both  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges  of  Nevada,  in  their  efforts 
to  reimburse.  Financial  inability  on  the  part  of  Douglas  Lodge  pre- 
vented the  complete  liquidation. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adop- 
tion : 

Eesolved,  That  Palmyra  Lodge  No.  26  be  reimbursed  in  the  amount 
of  $249.00  for  moneys  expended  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Susan  Jane  Small. 

There  has  been  referred  for  our  consideration  a  letter  signed  by 
Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Colburn,  Regent  San  Francisco  Chapter,  Woman's 
Section  of  the  Navy  League,  asking  that  the  sum  of  $500.00  be  set  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  protecting  a  monument,  to  replace  one 
which  now  marks  the  grave  of  Peter  Lassen,  a  distinguished  man  and 
Mason,  near  Susanville,  Lassen  County. 

Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  matter,  being  one 
wherein  sentiment  alone  is  involved,  becomes  largely  a  matter  of  policy 
which  should  be  determined  by  this  Grand  Lodge  without  regard  to  its 
Committee,  but  owing  to  the  many  practical  and  necessary  demands  upon 
our  resources,  we  cannot  approve  it. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Colburn  that  the 
sum  of  $500.00  be  appropriated  for  the  erection  and  protection  of  a 
monument  to  Peter  Lassen  be  regretfully  denied. 

Geo.  F.  Rodden, 
o.  m.  goldaracena, 
J.  H.  Bean, 
Wm.  a.  Sherman, 

Committee. 


Brother  Rodden,  for  the  Finance  Committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following: 

Your  Committee  having  had  occasion  to  critically  analyze  the  reports 
of  the  several  Boards  of  Relief^  feels  impelled  to  offer  an  especial  word 
of  commendation.  By  careful  study  of  and  close  attention  to  the  con- 
ditions, they  have  succeeded  in  so  systematizing  their  work  that  their 
percentage  of  refund  has  been  materially  increased,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  notwithstanding  additional  demands  from  Boards  that  here- 
tofore have  not  made,  applications  for  assistance  amounting  to  approxi- 
mately $2500.00,  the  total  appropriations  to  the  bodies  at  this  session, 
are  approximately  $4000.00  less  than  those  of  last  year. 
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ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  annual  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  now  in  order,  and  appointed 
the  following  tellers:  Brothers  Bean,  Hutaff,  Doerr,  Owen, 
Levi  and  Mulford.    The  election  resulted  as  follows : 

The  R.'.  W.*.  Francis  V.  Keesling  of  California  Lodge 
No.  1  was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Master, 

The  R,*.  W.*.  William  R.  Hervey  of  Pentalpha  Lodge, 
No.  202  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  R.*.  W.'.  Bradford  "Webster  of  Live  Oak  Lodge  No. 
61  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

The  W.*.  Charles  Albert  Adams  of  Excelsior  Lodge  No. 
166  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

The  v.*.  W.'.  William  P.  Filmer  of  King  Solomon's 
Lodge  No.  260  was  unanimously  re-elected  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  V.'.  W.*.  John  Whicher  of  King  David's  Lodge  No. 
209  was  unanimously  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  y.'.  W.'.  Thomas  J.  Baker  of  Union  Lodge  No.  58 
was  unanimously  re-elected  Grand  Lecturer, 


TRIBUTE  TO  SAMUEL  D,  MAYER. 

Past  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  introduced  the  following 
which  was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote : 
To  the  M.' .  W .' .  Grand  Lodge  of  California: 

Whereas,  this  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia will  witness  the  forty-ninth  installation  of  Brother  Samuel  D. 
Mayer  as  Grand  Organist;  and 

Whereas,  Brother  Mayer,  during  the  term  of  his  service  in  that 
capacity,  has  ever  held  and  maintained  the  love  and  affection  of  his 
brethren,  not  only  because  of  the  grace,  fidelity,  dignity  and  effectiveness 
with  which  he  has  presided  at  the  organ,  but  also  because  of  his  sweet 
and  endearing  character,  and  his  unsullied  and  truly  Masonic  life. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  Eesolved,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  that  the  occasion  of  Brother  Mayer 's  fiftieth  induction  into  office 
as  Grand  Organist,  in  case  through  the  beneficent  dispensation  of  an  all- 
wise  Providence  he  shall  be  spared  to  us,  should  be  made  the  occasion 
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of  a  ceremonial  of  this  Grand  Lodge  befitting  the  event,  and  in  keeping 
with  the  love  we  bear  our  faithful  friend  and  brother;  and 

Be  it  further  Eesolved,  that  the  incoming  Grand  Master  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  Committee,  with  full  power  to  act,  who  shall  arrange  for  a 
suitable  and  appropriate  ceremonial  and  testimonial  for  the  Annual 
Communication  of  1917,  in  honor  of  Grand  Organist  Samuel  D,  Mayer. 


LIST  OF  APPOINTIVE  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Master-elect  then  caused  to  be  read  the  list  of 
the  appointed  officers,  as  follows: 

Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  John  A.  B.  Fry  of  Charter  Rock 
Lodge  No.  410. 

Grand  Orator,  Robert  B.  Gaylord  of  Oakland  Lodge  No. 

188. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  Harry  S.  Johnson  of  San 
Francisco  Lodge  No.  360. 

Grand  Marshal,  James  F.  Fenwick  of  Honolulu  Lodge 
No.  409. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer,  David  J.  Reese  of  San  Buena 
Ventura  Lodge  No.  214. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Arthur  W.  Gluckman  of  Corin- 
thian Lodge  No.  9. 

Grand  Bible  Bearer,  John  P.  Jarman  of  San  Jose  Lodge 
No.  10. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon,  Joseph  E.  Levin  of  Jewel  Lodge 
No.  374 

Junior  Grand  Deacon,  Frank  K.  Towne  of  Redwood  City 
Lodge  No.  168. 

Senior  Grand  Steward,  Fred  B.  Wood  of  King  Solomon's 
Lodge  No.  260. 

Junior  Grand  Steward,  James  C.  Ensign  of  Hanford 
Lodge  No.  279. 

Grand  Pursuivant,  Theodore  J.  Milliken  of  Tehama 
Lodge  No.  3. 

Grand  Organist,  Samuel  D.  Mayer  of  California  Lodge 
No.  1. 

Grand  Tiler,  George  P.  Adams  of  California  Lodge  No.  1. 
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INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Officers,  excepting  the  Junior  Grand  Deacon* 
and  Grand  Sword  Bearer,t  were  then  duly  installed  in  their 
several  stations  and  places  by  Grand  Master  Albert  G.  Burnett 
assisted  by  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  L.  Patton,  as  Master 
of  Ceremonies. 

The  retiring  Grand  Master  was  presented  with  a  silver 
coffee  and  tea  set  of  40  pieces  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  Past  Grand 
Master  Bledsoe  making  the  presentation. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


The  Grand  Master  announced  the  appointment  of  Stand- 
ing Committees  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows : 


Jurisprudence : 

Frank  M.  Angellotti 
William  S.  Wells 
Charles  L.  Patton 
Dana  E.  Weller 
John  D.  Murphey 
Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe 
Albert  G.  Burnett 

Grievances : 

Joseph  P.  Bernhard 
George  L.  Jones 
Eandolph  V,  Whiting 
Walter  F.  Haas 
E.  B.  Power 

Accou7its: 

Hugh  J.  Owen 
Edward  E.  Conn 
Daniel  E.  F.  Easton 
Benjamin  Kraus 
John  B.  Wuersching 


Finance : 

George  P.  Rodden 
John  H,  Bean 
Orel  M,  Goldaracena 
Ealph  Lowe 
William  A.  Sherman 

Credentials : 

Jimmie  N.  Hall 
Frank  C.  Mulkey 
Fred  L.  Arbogast 
Clark  H.  Shaw 
Francis  W.  Mixter 

Beturns : 

Arthur  S.  Crites 
Horace  A.  Meyers 
George  W.  LeMoin 
Joseph  D.  Abrams 
Charles  D.  Barnett 

mtual: 

Thomas  J.  Baker 
Dana  E.  Weller 
Edward  H.  Hart 


*  Was  duly  installed  Saturday  evening,  October  14,  1916. 
t  Was  duly  installed  Friday  evening,  October  27,  1916. 
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Trustees  of  Masonic  Homes: 
William  S.  Wells  (1920) 
Edward  B.  Spencer  (1919; 
Elmer  E.  Stone  (1921) 
Motley  H.  Flint  (1917) 
Thomas  Flint  (1918) 

Endowment  Committee  of  Masonic 
Homes : 

Motley  H.  Flint 
Lee  C.  Sawin 
Clayton  F.  Draper 
Robert  Greig 
Edward  F.  Louideck 
Alfred  R.  Dole 
Frederick  W.  Clough 
Edward  F.  Delger 
Fred  Doerr 

Masonic  Education: 
Irving  J.  Mitchell 
Alfred  W.  Bush 
William  MacCormack 


Correspondence : 

Edward  H.  Hart 
Lemuel  L.  Test 
Alonzo  J.  Monroe 
George  A.  DeWitt 
William  Kay 

Fay  of  Members: 

Joseph  H.  Stephens 
Gustav  A.  Hutaff 
Hugh  K.  McKevitt 
John  H.  McGehee 
Walter  D.  Adriance 

Library : 

F.  H.  E.  D'Donnell 
Henry  M,  Owens 
Martin  A.  Schmidlin 
Sidney  B.  Force 
Harry  E.  Leland 


At  2 :45  o  'clock,  all  business  being  now  completed,  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  closed. 

FRANCIS  V.  KEESLING, 

JOHN  WHICHER,  ^^'^^ 
Grand  Secretary. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Proposal  to  amend  section  17  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  fix  the 
time  of  election  in  Grand  Lodge  for  the  second  day  of  each  Annual 
Communication. 

Proposal  to  amend  section  30  of  the  Constitution  by  adding  the 
following :  '  *  The  Committees  on  Jurisprudence,  on  Grievances,  and  on 
Finance  shall  convene  at  the  place  of  holding  the  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  Grand  Lodge  at  least  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  its  opening. 
All  propositions  subject  to  reference  to  the  above  said  Committees  must 
be  presented  in  writing  and  delivered  to  the  Grand  Secretary  prior  to  the 
time  of  convening  of  said  Committees." 
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APPROVED  DECISIONS  AND  AMENDMENTS  TO 
CONSTITUTION. 

Sec.  41.  (Add)  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  contribution  of  any 
sort,  in  the  nature  of  a  per  capita  tax,  shall  be  payable  by  a  Lodge 
upon  any  Mason  whose  dues  at  the  stated  meeting  in  July  of  the  calendar 
year  in  which  such  tax  would  otherwise  be  payable,  shall  have  been  re- 
mitted for  the  next  preceding  twelve  months  period,  because  of  the 
inability  of  such  Mason  to  pay  such  dues.  Each  subordinate  Lodge's 
annual  report,  in  addition  to  any  others  matters  required,  shall  contain 
a  list  of  the  names  of  Masons  whose  dues  have  been  remitted,  together 
with  the  cause  of  such  remission,  as  to  whom  non-payment  of  per  capita 
tax  contribution  is  to  be  had. 

Sec.  73.  (Add  at  bottom)  And  are  thoroughly  proficient  in  those 
portions  of  the  Constitution  and  General  Kegulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  which  relate  to  the  government  of  a  Lodge. 

81d.  The  two-thirds  required  to  amend  is  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all 
the  members  present.    It  is  not  a  two-thirds  of  the  votes  cast. 

81e.  An  amendment  to  the  by-laws  to  become  effective  at  an  indefi- 
nate  date  will  not  be  approved. 

82c.  A  Lodge  in  an  incorporated  city  which  is  entirely  surrounded 
by  another  city,  has  no  jurisdiction  outside  its  own  municipal  limits.  A 
Lodge  cannot  be  within  the  corporate  limits  of  two  cities  at  the  same 
time. 

88a.  (Add)  The  matter  of  a  suitable  testimonial  to  a  retiring 
Master  is  a  *  *  matter  or  thing ' '  Masonic  in  its  nature,  and  members  of 
a  Lodge  may  properly  make  a  contribution  or  solicit  one  among  them- 
selves for  such  purpose. 

89f .    The  term  ' '  total  revenue ' '  means  gross  revenue. 

101a.  A  petition  is  received  when  it  is  read  by  the  Secretary  at  a 
stated  meeting,  unless  by  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  the 
Lodge  declines  to  receive  it.    (The  decision  of  1900  is  now  void.) 

104c.  In  balloting  for  a  candidate,  two  cubes  were  in  the  box.  A 
mistake  had  probably  been  made  in  placing  therein  one  of  the  cubes. 
The  Master  properly  declared  the  candidate  rejected.  The  mistake 
can  only  be  remedied  by  application  for  a  dispensation  to  reballot. 

115.     (Add)  Nor  shall  it  confer  more  than  five  degrees  in  any  one 

day. 

118k.  It  is  proper  for  the  Secretary  to  read  the  names  of  all  who 
owe  for  dues,  but  needless  humiliation  should  be  avoided. 

121.  (Add)  Provided,  however,  anything  in  this  section  to  the 
contrary  nqtwithstanding,  that  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  whose  long- 
established  ritualistic  work  is  in  part  a  departure  from  the  uniform 
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ritual  of  this  jurisdiction,  may  continue  to  perform  such  work  as  the 
same  is  now  being  performed,  in  so  far  as  the  same  may  not  be  disap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lecturer,  (This  affects  La 
Parfaite  Union  Lodge  No.  17,  Vallee  de  France  No.  329,  and  Lodge  le 
Pr ogres  de  1 'Oceanic  No.  371.) 

125h.  Examinations  of  visiting  brethren  shall  be  had  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  which  the  visitors  desire  to  attend. 

135q.  Where  installation  is  to  take  place  in  a  building  other  than 
where  the  Lodge  regularly  meets,  the  Lodge  should  open  in  the  Lodge- 
room  and  then  repair  to  the  place  of  installation. 

164o.  Out  of  respect  to  the  wishes  of  the  deceased,  and  as  a  cour- 
tesy to  another  fraternal  organization,  the  Master  might  properly  request 
the  other  organization  to  render  its  service  or  a  part  of  it,  it  being 
understood  that  the  Masonic  Lodge  shall  have  charge  of  and  conclude 
the  service. 

164p.  It  is  proper  to  hold  Masonic  services  over  the  ashes  of  a 
brother  whose  body  has  been  cremated. 

165.  (Add)  Provided,  further,  that  a  Mason  demitted  from  another 
jurisdiction  who  is  not  in  good  standing  therein  at  the  time  he  enters, 
or  becomes  a  resident  of  this  jurisdiction^  shall  in  no  case  be  entitled 
to  any  Masonic  rights  or  privileges  unless  and  until  he  shall  be  elected 
a  member  of  some  Lodge  in  this  purisdiction,  or  shall  be  restored  to 
membership  by  the  jurisdiction  from  which  he  holds  his  demit. 

210.  (Add)  And  provided,  further,  that  if  the  Mason  suspended 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Lodge  adjudging  suspension,  the  application 
for  restoration  shall  be  refused  unless  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  which 
membership  was  held,  if  it  be  in  this  jurisdiction,  is  given.  The  request 
for  such  consent  shall  lie  over  at  least  one  stated  meeting. 
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"MOON''  DATES. 


For  the  benefit  of  Lodges  whose  by-laws  fix  stated  meetings  on 
or  preceding  the  full  moon,  the  following  table  of  dates  has  been 
prepared: 


1917 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Monday  

8 

5 

5 

2 

28 

4 

2 

27 

24 

29 

26 

24 

Tuesday  

2 

6 

6 

3 

1 

5 

o 

28 

25 

30 

27 

25 

Wednesday- 

3 

28 

7 

4 

2 

27 

4 

1 

26 

24 

28 

26 

Thursday 

4 

1 

8 

5 

3 

28 

26 

2 

27 

25 

22 

27 

Friday  

5 

2 

2 

6 

4 

1 

27 

3 

28 

26 

23 

28 

Saturday 

6 

3 

3 

7 

5 

2 

28 

25 

1 

27 

24 

22 

Stated  Meetings 

*  *  on  or  Succeeding  the  Full  Moon. 

» > 

Monday  

8 

12 

12 

9 

7 

11 

9 

6 

3 

1 

5 

31 

Tuesday 

9 

6 

13 

10 

8 

5 

10 

7 

4 

2 

6 

4 

Wednesday- 

10 

7 

14 

11 

9 

6 

4 

8 

5 

3 

28 

5 

Thursday 

11 

8 

8 

12 

10 

7 

5 

9 

6 

4 

29 

6 

Friday  

12 

9 

9 

13 

11 

8 

6 

3 

7 

5 

30 

28 

Saturday 

13 

10 

10 

7 

12 

9 

7 

4 

1 

6 

3 

29 

Lodges  whose  stated  meetings  are  fixed  for  December  27,  28,  29 
and  31,  1917,  must  hold  their  annual  election  at  the  stated  meeting 
in  November. 
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LIST  OF  ELECTIVE  GRAND  OFFICERS 


LIST  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS  OF  THE 


SINCE  ITS 

OKXjtAJN  IZ  A  i  iOJN  ON 

THE 

Year 

Grand  Master. 

Deputy 

Senior 

Elected. 

G-rand  Master. 

Grand  Warden. 

1850 

* Jonathan   D.   Stevenson.  .  . 

*John  A  Tutt 

Oaleb  r  enner. 

1851 

*John   A.  Tutt  

^Benjamin  D    Hyam   .  . 

Jii.   r.    VV,  JLiiis. 

1852 

*Benjamin   D.  Hvam  

*Charles   M.  Radcliff. 

*  A  dolphus  II o Hub . 

1853 

*Charles   M.  Radcliff  

^Towiisond  A.  Thomas . 

*T<^)in     T?  pT'onrlall 
(JOIIII     XV,  \jl<XIlil<xH. 

1854 

*  William  H.  Howard  

^Nathaniel  Gr.  Curtis. 

xxecioi    J!i.  v^oie. 

1855 

*WiIliam  H.  Howard  

*TownsGnd,    A.    Thomas . 

*TriVin     A  Tfavmon/I 

1856 

*  William  H.  Howard  

*erolin   A.  Raymond.. 

*T_jeniuel  Lyon, 

1857 

*CliarlGS  M^arsh 

^ Aaron  D.  Park, 

1858 

*Nathaniel   G.  Curtis  

*  Philip  W.  Shepheard. 

*^^Villiani  IMcCormiclv, 

1859 

*Nathaniel   G.  Curtis  

*  Philip  W.  Shepheard. 

^Kbenezer  Lane. 

1860 

^Nathaniel  G.  Curtis  

*  Philip  W.  Shepheard. 

VV  iiiiaiii        .  xjciL'iid. 

1861 

*  James  L.  English  

^William    C.  Belcher. 

*  John  ^V.  Harville. 

1862 

*William    C.  Belcher  

^Gilbert  B.  Claiborne. 

*John  ITarville 

1863 

*  William    C.  Belcher  

*  Gilbert  B.  Claiborne. 

XJUlXlo  \_^UH11, 

1864 

*  William    C.  Belcher  

*  Gilbert  B.  Claiborne. 

VV  iiiictiii    -TV.    X-/ a,  VI CO. 

1865 

^Gilbert  B.  Claiborne  

*  William   A.  Davies. 

*Isaac  S.  Titus. 

1866 

*Gilbert  B.  Claiborne  

iit^lli^>      ±x.     Xitli  litr^v  .... 

*Wm.  H.  Peterson, 

1867 

*  William   A.  Davies  

^Fienr\'   H  tiartlev 

XllUIllflo  X-^C^IV. 

1868 

*TiPnnirlji«  T*mtt 

1869 

tj  mill    kj.     VV  dJ.  u.. 

1870 

*Leonidas   E.  Pratt  

^Charles  L.  ^Viggin, 

1871 

*Leonidas   E.  Pratt  

V^IlClX  ICo      XJ.        VV  l^^lil  .... 

*BenJ    U  Freeman 

187:3 

*Benj     IT  Freeman 

Geor*''e   C  Perkins 

1873 

*  Isaac  S.  Titus  

George   C.   Perkins .... 

*  TnVin     AT  T^T^rtAxmp 
uumi    xvx ,  xjiuwiic 

1874 

George  C.  Perkins  

VV  1X1  let  ill      X3.      X  ctllVt;!, 

1875 

*Charles   L.   ^Viggin .... 

*Wilo\r     T  Tinnin 
VV  1 1           u  .      X  1 11 11 1 11 . 

1876 

*Charles   L.   V^iggin.  ,  ,  . 

^William     ft  WpIK 
VV  iiiictiii    Kjm     VV  triio. 

1877 

*Charles   L.   ^Viggin.  .  .  . 

*William  W.  Travlor. 

1878 

*John  M.  Browne  

VV  IllXitilX      VV  .      I  aiyiyJL  .... 

*  Willi  am    TT  riranp 

VV  llllctill     XX,  VXdllC 

1879 

*  William   W.  Traylor  

Samuel   C.   Denson .... 

\jiaiy     VV,  xtlJ^ltFl. 

1880 

*John  Q,  Adams. 

1881 

*Clay  W.  Taylor  

^Jonathan  D.  Hines. 

1882 

*Clay  W.  Taylor  

^Jonathan    D.    Hines,  ,  , 

*Edmund   C.  Atkinson. 

1883 

^Edmund   C.  Atkinson. 

1884 

*Ti^rlmiinH     f^.      A  t Iri n <;nTi 

XuU.111  U.11U.          .      -Tl.  I  ri.  illo^-'ll , 

1885 

*Wilev  J.  Tinnin  

*Edmund  C.  Atkinson.. 

*Hiram  N.  Rucker. 

1886 

*Hiram    N.    Rucker.  .  .  . 

*  Morris  M.  Estee. 

1887 

*Hiram  N.  Rucker  

*Morris  M.  Estee  

*Alvah  R.  Conklin. 

1888 

*Morris  M.  Estee  

*Alvah  R.  Conklin  

*William  Johnston. 

1889 

*  Morris  M.  Estee  

*Charles  R.  Gritman. 

1890 

*Alvah  R.  Conklin  

*Charles  R.  Gritman. 

1891 

*Charles  Ray  Gritman.  . 

1892 

*Charles   R.  Gritman  

James  B.  Stevens. 

1893 

*Henry  S.  Orme  

James  B.  Stevens  

*Edward  M.  Preston. 

1894 

James  B.  Stevens  

*Edward  M.  Preston.  .  . 

William  T.  Lucas. 

1895 

*Edw".'-d  M.  Preston  

Thomas  Flint. 

*Deceased. 
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M     W  GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

18th  day  of  APRIL,  A.  L.  5850. 


Junior 
Grand  Warden. 


Grand 


Grand  Treasurer. 


*Sashel  Woods   *Levi  Stowell  

*Benj.   S.  Olds  *Townsend  A.  Thomas, 

*John   R.   McConneH  .  .  .  *Addison  Martin  

*Richard   F.    Knott ....  *Addison  Martin  

*Robert  N.  Wood  *Addison  Martin  

*Samuel  A.  Merritt .  .  .  .  *Addison  Martin  

*Peter  W.   Randle  *  Addison  Martin  

*John  B.  Bope  *  Addison  Martin  


*James   W.  Bicknell, 
*Thonias   P.  Hawley 
*Alvinza  Hayward  . 
*Caleb  E.  Wilcoxon.  , 


Addison  Martin 
Addison  Martin 
Addison  Martin 


*  William  A.  Davies. 


*Henry  H.  Hartley , 


■Leonidas  E.  Pratt.  . 
Frederick  F.  Barss. 

■Richard  Dale   

'Benj.   H.   Freeman.  . 


''Wiley  J.  Tinnin 


•Solon   W.    Craigue.  . 


'Thomas  J.  Bowers.  . 


*  James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*  James 

Laidley 

*James 

Laidley 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller 

*Moses 

Heller  . 

Secretary. 

J  onn 

H. 

Stowell  

*L*'^i 

*T 

*T 

Stowell.  

Stowell  

Stowell  

*  A^^' 

G. 

Abell  

G. 

Abell  

Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

Aiex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*  Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

*Alex 

G. 

Abell  

Grand 
Lecturer. 


*Henry  H.  Knapp  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding. 

*Alvah  R.  Conklin  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding. 

*Wm.    Johnston   *Nathan  W.  Spaulding. 

*Marcus  D.  Boruck .  .  .  .  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding. 

*Henry    S.    Orme  *Nathan  W.  Spaulding. 

*Henry   S.   Orme  *Nathan  W.   Spaulding .  *George  Johnson. 

James  B.  Stevens  *Nathan  W.   Spaulding .  *George  Johnson. 

*Edward  M.  Preston ...  *Nathan  W.   Spaulding  .*  George  Johnson. 

Wm.   T.  Lucas  *Edward  Coleman  *George  Johnson. 

Thomas  Flint   *Edward  Coleman  *George  Johnson. 

Frank   M.   Angellotti .  .  *Edward  Coleman  *George  Johnson. 


*Deceased. 
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LIST  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

SINCE  ITS  OEGANIZATION  ON  THE 


Deputy- 
Year.  Grand  Master.  Grand  Master. 

1896  William  T.  Lucas   Thomas   Flint  .... 

1897  Thomas  Flint    Frank  M.  Angellotti 

1898  Frank  M.  Angellotti   Charles   L.  Patton. 

1899  Charles  L.  Patton   *  James  A.  Foshay.  . 

1900  *  James  A.  Foshay  

1901  William   S.  Wells  

1902  Orrin  S.  Henderson  

1903  Charles  W.  Nutting  

1904  George  W,  Hunter   Motley  H.   Flint.  . 

1905  Motley   H.   Flint   Edward  H.  Hart. 

1906  Edward  H.   Hart   Geo.   M.  Ferine.. 

1907  George  M.  Ferine   *Reuben  H,  Lloyd. 

1908  Oscar  Lawler    *W.  Frank  Pierce. 

1909  *W.   Frank  Pierce  

1910  Dana  R.  Weller  

1911  Alonzo  J.  Monroe  

1912  Wm.  P.  Filmer   John  D.  Murphey 

1913  John    D.    Murphey   Benj.  F.  Bledsoe. 

1914  Benj,   F.  Bledsoe  

1915  Albert    G.  Burnett  

1916  Francis  V.  Keesling  


William  S.  Wells.. 
Orrin  S.  Henderson 
Charles  W.  Nutting 
George  W,  Hunter 


Dana  B.  Weller.  , 
Alonzo  J.  Monroe. 
Wm.  P.  Filmer.  .  , 


Albert   G.  Burnett 
Francis  V.  Keesling 
Wm.  Rhodes  Hervey 


Senior 
Grand  Warden. 

Frank  M.  Angellotti. 

Charles  L.  Patton. 
^ James  A.  Foshay. 

William  S.  Wells. 

Orrin  S.  Henderson. 

Charles  W.  Nutting. 

George  W.  Hunter. 

Motley  H.  Flint. 

Edward  H.  Hart. 

George  M.  Ferine. 
''Reuben  H.  Lloyd. 

Oscar  Lawler. 

Dana  R.  Weller. 

Alonzo  J.  Monroe. 

Wm.  P.  Filmer. 

John  D.  Murphey. 

Benj.  F.  Bledsoe. 

Albert  G.  Burnett. 

Francis  V.  Keesling. 

Wm.  Rhodes  Hervey. 

Bradford  Webster. 


Deceased. 
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M  *.  W  *.  GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

18th  day  of  APEIL,  A.  L.  5850. 


Junior  Grand  Grand 

Grand  Warden.            Grand  Treasurer.  Secretary.  Lecturer. 

Charles  L.  Patton.  .  . .  *Ed-ward    Coleman  *  George  Johnson  

*  James  A.  Foshay  *Ed-ward    Coleman  *George  Johnson  

William  S.  Wells  *Edward    Coleman  *George  Johnson  

Orrin  S.  Henderson.  ..  *Edward    Coleman  *George  Johnson  

Charles  W.  Nutting.  ..  *Edward    Coleman  *George   Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

George  W.  Hunter.  ...  *Ed-ward    Coleman  *George   Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

Motley  H,  Flint  *Edward    Coleman  *George   Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

Edward  H.  Hart  *Edward    Coleman  *George    Johnson  Wm,  H.  Edwards. 

George  M.  Ferine ....  *Edward    Coleman  *  George    Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

*Reuben  H.  Lloyd.  ...  *Edward    Coleman  *George    Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

Oscar   Lawler  *Edward    Coleman  *George    Johnson  Wm.  H.  Edwards. 

*W.  Frank  Pierce  *Edward    Coleman  *George   Johnson  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

Alonzo  J.   Monroe.  ...  *Edward    Coleman  John  Whicher  Thomas  J,  Baker. 

William    P.    Filmer .  .  .  *Edward    Coleman  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

John  D.   Murphey .  .  . .  *Edward    Coleman  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

Benj.  F.  Bledsoe  *Edward    Coleman  John  Whicher  Thomas  J,  Baker. 

Albert  G.  Burnett ....  *Edward    Coleman  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

Francis  V.   Keesling.  .  Wm.  P.  Filmer  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

W.   Rhodes  Hervey...  Wm,  P.  Filmer  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 

Bradford    Webster.  .  .  .  Wm,  P.  Filmer   John  Whicher  Thomas  J,  Baker. 

Chas.  Albert  Adams...  Wm.  P.  Filmer  John  Whicher  Thomas  J.  Baker. 


*Deceased. 
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GRAND  LODGES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 
BRITISH  AMERICA 

In  Correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  CaHfornia 


Grand  Lodges. 


Grand  Secretaries. 


Alabama    George  A.  Beauchamp. 

Alberta    Geo.  Macdonald  

Arizona    Georg-e  J.  Roskruge.  .  . 

Arkansas    Fey  Hempstead   

British    Columbia...  W.  A.   DeWolf  Smith. 

Canada    R.  L.  Gunn  

Colorado    Charles  H.  Jacobson.  . 

Connecticut    George   A.  Kies  

Delaware    H.  J.  Guthrie  

Dist.   of   Columbia.  .  Arvine   W.   Johnston.  . 

Florida    Wilber  P.   Webster.  .  . 

Georgia    Fi'ank  F.  Baker  

Idaho    Geo.   E.  Knepper  

Illinois    Isaac  Cutter   

Indiana    Calvin  W.  Prather.  .  .  . 

Iowa    Newton  R.  Parvin  

Kansas    Albert  K.  Wilson  

Kentucky    Dave  Jackson   

Louisiana    John  A.  Davilla  

Maine    Stephen  Berry   

Manitoba    James  A.  Ovas  

Maryland    George  Cook   

Massachusetts    Fred'k  W.  Hamilton.  . 

Michigan    Lou  B.  Winsor  

Minnesota    John  Fishel   

Mississippi    Frederic  G.  Speed.... 

Missouri    John   R.  Parson  

Montana    Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr. . 

Nebraska    Francis  E.  White  

Nevada    Edward  D.  Vanderleith 

New    Brunswick....  J.  Twining  Hartt  

New    Hampshire....  Harry  M.  Cheney  

New  Jersey   Theo.  B.  Townley  

New    Mexico   Alpheus  A.  Keen  

New   York   Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers.  . 

North   Carolina   John  C.  Drewry  

North   Dakota   Walter  L.    Stockwell.  .  , 

Nova    Scotia   Thomas  Mowbray  ..... 

Ohio    Jacob  H.  Bromwell.  .  . 

Oklahoma    Wm.  M.  Anderson.  .  .  .  , 

Oregon    James   F.  Robinson.... 

Pennsylvania    John  A.  Perry  

Prince  Ed.  Island...  Walter  P.  Doull  

Quebec    Will  H.  Whyte  

Rhode  Island    S.   Penrose   Williams.  .  . 

Saskatchewan    W.  B.  Tate  

South  Carolina   ....  O.  Frank  Hart  

South  Dakota    Geo.   A.  Pettigrew  

Tennessee    Stith  M.  Cain  

Texas    W.   B.  Pierson  

Utah    Freeman  A.  McCarty... 

Vermont    Frank  A.  Ross  

Virginia    Charles  A.  Nesbitt  

Washington    Horace  W.  Tyler  

West  Virginia   John  M.  Collins  

Wisconsin    William  W.  Perry  

Wyoming    Jos.   M.  Londes  


Residences. 

Montgomery    June 

Calgary    Oct. 

Tucson    Mar. 

Little  Rock    Mar. 

New  Westminster  .  .  Feb. 

Hamilton    Oct. 

Denver    Aug. 

Hartford    Jul.v 

Wilmington    June 

Washington    Feb. 

Jacksonville    July 

Macon    Dec. 

Boise    Dec. 

Camp  Point    April 

Indianapolis    Jan. 

Cedar  Rapids    Jan. 

Topeka   Mar. 

Louisville    Oct. 

New  Orleans    June 

Portland    June 

Winnepeg   May 

Baltimore    April 

Boston    Mar. 

Reed  City    Sept. 

Saint  Paul    Feb. 

Vicksburg    July 

St.  Louis    May 

Helena    Jan. 

Omaha    Sept. 

Carson    Jan. 

Saint  John   Oct. 

Concord    July 

Trenton    Dec. 

Albuquerque    Aug. 

New  York    Sept. 

Raleigh   Dec. 

Fargo    June 

Halifax    Jan. 

Cincinnati    Jan. 

Oklahoma  City   ....  Nov. 

Portland    Sept. 

Philadelphia    Sept. 

Charlottetown    June 

Montreal    Oct. 

Providence,,   June 

Regina    Aug. 

Columbia    Mar. 

Sioux  Falls    July 

Nashville    Dec. 

Waco   Dec. 

Salt  Lake  City   Jan. 

Burlington    Oct. 

Richmond    Oct. 

Tacoma    Dec. 

Charleston    May 

Milwaukee    Dec. 

Casper    Dec. 


Organized. 

15,  1821 
12,  1905 
25,  1882 
25,  1882 

22,  1832 
10,  1855 

2,  1861 

8,  1789 

6,  1806 

19,  1811 

5,  1830 

16,  1786 

17,  1867 

6,  1840 
12,  1818 

8,  1844 

17,  1856 

8,  1800 

20,  1812 
1,  1820 

12,  1875 

17,  1887 

8,  1777 

17,  1844 

23,  1863 
27,  1818 

4,  1821 

24,  1866 

23,  1857 
16,  1865 
10,  1867 

8,  1789 

18,  1786 

7,  1877 

5,  1781 

12,  1777 

13,  1889 

21,  1866 
7,  1808 

10,  1909 

15,  1851 

25,  1786 

24,  1875 


20,  1869 
27,  1791 

9,  1906 
24,  1787 

21,  1775 
27,  1813 
20,  1837 

17,  1872 

14,  1794 
13,  1778 

8,  1858 
11,  1865 

18,  1843 

15,  1874 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  LODGES 


Lodge.  No. 

Abell  146 

Adin   250 

Alamo   122 

Alameda   167 

Alcatraz   244 

Alhambra   322 

Alisal   321 

Alpha   431 

Alta   333 

Alta  Vista  464 

Alturas   248 

Amity   370 

Amador   65 

Anaheim   207 

Anchor   273 

Antioch   .  175 

Apollo   396 

Areata  106 

Argonaut   461 

Arroyo   274 

Arlington   414 

Artesia   377 

Ashlar   306 

Athens   228 

Azusa   305 

Bakersfield   224 

Balder   393 

Bay  View  401 

Bear  Mountain    76 

Benicia    5 

Berkeley   363 

Bethlehem   453 

Blackmer   442 

Bodie   252 

Brawley   402 

Brentwood   345 

Brooklyn   225 


Post  Office.  County. 

Ukiah   Mendocino. 

Adin   Modoc. 

Walnut  Creek   Contra  Costa. 

Centerville   Alameda. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Alhambra   Los  Angeles. 

Pleasanton   Alameda. 

Eichmond   Contra  Costa. 

Bridgeport   Mono. 

San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

Alturas   Modoc. 

San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

Jackson   Amador. 

Anaheim   Orange. 

Compton   Los  Angeles. 

Antioch   Contra  Costa. 

Alameda   Alameda. 

Areata   Humboldt. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Arroyo  Grande   San  Luis  Obispo. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Artesia   Los  Angeles. 

Colton   San  Bernardino. 

Davis   Yolo. 

Azusa   .Los  Angeles. 

Bakersfield  Kern. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Angels  Camp  Calaveras. 

Benicia  Solano. 

Berkeley  Alameda. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

San  Diego  San  Diego. 

Bodie   Mono. 

Brawley  Imperial. 

Brentwood   Contra  Costa. 

East  Oakland   Alameda. 


246 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  LODGES 


Lodge.  No. 

Buckeye   195 

Buena  Park   357 

Burbank   406 

Burlingame   400 

Calexico   412 

California    1 

Calaveras    78 

Callayomi   282 

Calistoga   233 

Carpinteria  444 

Carquinez   337 

Center   465 

Charity   362 

Charter  Eock  410 

Chico   Ill 

Chino  Valley   427 

Claiborne   185 

Claremont   436 

Clay  101 

Clear  Lake  183 

Clinton   119 

Clovis   417 

Coalinga   387 

Concord  117 

Confidence   203 

Consuelo   325 

Colusa   240 

Corinthian    9 

Corona   324 

Coronado  441 

Covelo   231 

Covina  334 

Crescent    45 

Crocker   454 

Crockett   139 

Curtis   140 

Delano  309 

Dinuba   385 

Doric   216 

Downey  220 

Drytown   174 

Dunsmuir   297 

Durant   268 

Eagle  Eock  422 


Post  Office. 

Winters   

Buena  Park  ,  , 
Burbank  . . . . 
Burlingame  .  . 

Calexico   

San  Francisco 
San  Andreas  . 
Middletown  . . 
Calistoga  . . . . 
Carpinteria   .  . 

Crockett   

Fresno   

Campbell  . . . . 
Berkeley    .  . . . 

Chico   

Chino   

Point  Arena  . 
Claremont  . . . 
Dutch  Flat  . . 
Lower  Lake  . . 

Igo   

Clovis   

Coalinga  .  . . . 
Sacramento  .  . 
Castroville  . . . 
Escondido   .  . . 

Colusa   

Marysville  .  . . 

Pasadena   

Coronado  .  . . . 

Covelo   

Covina   

Crescent  City 

Daly  City  

San  Francisco 
Cloverdale  . . . 

Delano   

Dinuba   

San  Francisco 

Downey   

Plymouth  .... 
Dunsmuir  .... 
Berkeley  .... 
Eagle  Eock  . . 


County. 

.Yolo. 
,  Orange. 
,Los  Angeles. 
.San  Mateo. 
.  Imperial. 
.San  Francisco. 
,  Calaveras. 
.  Lake. 
,  Napa. 

.Santa  Barbara. 
.Contra  Costa. 
.Fresno. 
.Santa  Clara. 
.  Alameda. 
.Butte. 

.San  Bernardino. 
.Mendocino. 
.Los  Angeles. 
.  Placer. 
Lake. 
,  Shasta. 
.Fresno. 
,  Tulare. 
,  Sacramento. 
,  Monterey. 
San  Diego. 
,  Colusa. 
Yuba. 

Los  Angeles. 
San  Diego. 
Mendocino. 
Los  Angeles. 
Del  Norte. 
San  Mateo. 
San  Francisco. 
Sonoma. 
Kern. 
Tulare. 

San  Francisco. 
Los  Angeles. 
Amador. 
Siskiyou. 
Alameda. 
Los  Angeles. 
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Lodge.  No.  Post  Office.  County. 

East  Belt  391  Tuolumne   Tuolumne. 

East  Gate  290  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Eden   113  San  Leandro  Alameda. 

Eel  Eiver   147  Fortuna   Humboldt. 

El  Centro   384  El  Centro  Imperial. 

Elk  Grove  173  Elk  Grove   Sacramento. 

Elsinore   289  Elsinore   Riverside. 

Elysian   418  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Emmanuel   318  Biggs   Butte. 

Enterprise    70  Yuba  City  Sutter. 

Eucalyptus   243  Haywards   Alameda. 

Eureka    16  Auburn   Placer. 

Evening  Star  186  Etna  Mills   Siskiyou. 

Evergreen  259  Eiverside   Riverside. 

Excelsior   166  San  Francisco   San  Francisco. 

Exeter   424  Exeter   Tulare. 

Fairmount   435  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Fallbrook   317  Fallbrook  San  Diego. 

Ferndale   193  Oakland   Humboldt. 

Fidelity  120  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Fillmore   379  Fillmore   Ventura. 

Forbestown    50  Forbestown   Butte. 

Forest    66  Allegheny   Sierra. 

Fort  Bragg   361  Fort  Bragg  Mendocino. 

Franklin   143  Courtland  Sacramento. 

Francis  Drake  376  South  San  Francisco ...  San  Mateo. 

Fraternity   399  San  Jose   Santa  Clara. 

Fresno   247  Fresno   Fresno. 

Friendship   210  San  Jose   Santa  Clara. 

Fruitvale   336  Oakland   Alameda. 

Fullerton   339  Fullerton   Orange. 

Gait   267  Gait   •  Sacramento. 

Gardena   372  Gardena   Los  Angeles. 

Georgetown    25  Georgetown   El  Dorado. 

George  Washington . .  62  Chinese  Camp   Tuolumne. 

Germania   438  Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Glendora   404  Glendora   Los  Angeles. 

Golden  Gate   30  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Golden  West  455  San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Golden  State   358  Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Gold  Hill    32  Lincoln  Placer. 

Grafton  141  Grafton   Yolo. 

Granite   ,  222  Rocklin  Placer. 

Gravel  Range   59  Camptonville   Yuba. 


248 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  LODGES 


Lodge.  No. 

Guadalupe   237 

Hammonton   433 

Hanforcl   279 

Harmony  164 

Hartley   199 

Hawaiian    21 

Henry  Clay    95 

Hermann  127 

Hesperian   264 

Highland  Park   382 

Hill's  Ferry  236 

Hiram    43 

Henry  S.  Orme  458 

Hollenbeck   319 

Hollywood   355 

Holtville   425 

Honolulu  409 

Hope   234 

Hornitos    98 

Howard   96 

Humboldt    79 

Huntington  Beach.  .  ,380 

Hlinoistown    51 

Imperial   390 

Inglewood  421 

Inyo  221 

lone    80 

Jefferson   97 

Janesville   232 

Jewel  374 

Keith  187 

Kennett   456 

Kerman  420 

Keystone   161 

Kilauea  330 

King  David 's  209 

King  Solomon's   260 

La  Fayette  126 

La  Mesa   407 

Lancaster   437 

Landmark  253 

La  Puente  446 

Las  Palmas   366 

Lassen  149 


Post  Office.  County. 

Guadalupe   Santa  Barbara. 

Hammonton  Yuba. 

Hanford  Kings. 

Sierra  City  Sierra. 

Lakeport   Lake. 

Honolulu   Hawaiian  Ter. 

Sutter  Creek   Amador. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Santa  Maria   Santa  Barbara. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles, 

Newman  Stanislaus. 

El  Dorado   El  Dorado. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Hollywood   Los  Angeles. 

Holtville   Imperial, 

Honolulu   Hawaiian  Ter. 

Beckwith   Plumas. 

Hornitos   Mariposa. 

Yreka   Siskiyou. 

Eureka   Humboldt. 

Huntington  Beach  .  .  .  ,  Orange, 

Colfax   Placer. 

Imperial  Imperial, 

Inglewood   Los  Angeles. 

Independence   Inyo. 

lone   Amador. 

Laporte   Plumas. 

Lassen   Lassen, 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Gilroy   Santa  Clara. 

Kennett   Shasta. 

Kerman   Fresno. 

Milton   Calaveras. 

Hilo   Hawaiian  Ter. 

San  Luis  Obispo  San  Luis  Obispo. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Sebastopol   Sonoma. 

La  Mesa  San  Diego. 

Lancaster  Los  Angeles. 

Madison   Yolo. 

Puente   Los  Angeles. 

Fresno   Fresno. 

Susanville   Lassen. 
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Lodge.  No. 

Laurel   245 

le  Progres  de 

rOceanie   371 

Lexington   104 

Liberty   299 

Lindsay  416 

Live  Oak    61 

Lodi  256 

Lompoe   262 

Long  Beach   327 

Los  Angeles   42 

Los  Banos   312 

Los  Gatos  292 

Loyalton   359 

Madera   280 

Madison    23 

Magnolia   242 

Maricopa   434 

Marin   191 

Mariposa   24 

Martinez    41 

Maxwell   288 

McCloud   430 

McKinley  347 

Mendocino   179 

Meridian   182 

Midway  426 

Mill  Valley   356 

Mission   169 

Mizpah   378 

Mokelumne  Hill  298 

Molino  150 

Moneta   405 

Montebello   .451 

Monrovia   308 

Monterey   217 

Morgan  Hill  463 

Morning  Star   68 

Mosaic  218 

Mount  Diablo  448 

Mount  Jackson   295 

Mount  Moriali    44 

Mount  Oso   460 

Mountain  Shade  ....  18 


Post  Office.  County. 
Willows   Glenn. 

Honolulu  Hawaiian  Ter. 

El  Monte  Los  Angeles. 

Santa  Clara  Santa  Clara. 

Lindsay   Tulare. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Lodi   San  Joaquin. 

Lompoe   Santa  Barbara. 

Long  Beach   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Banos   Merced. 

Los  Gatos   Santa  Clara. 

Loyalton   Sierra. 

Madera  Madera. 

Grass  Valley   Nevada. 

Santa  Barbara   Santa  Barbara. 

Maricopa   Kern. 

San  Eafael   Marin. 

Mariposa   Mariposa. 

Martinez   Contra  Costa. 

Maxwell   Colusa. 

McCloud  Siskiyou. 

Eichmond   Contra  Costa, 

Mendocino   Mendocino. 

Arbuckle   Colusa. 

Taft   Kern. 

Mill  Valley   Marin. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles. 

Mokelumne  Hill   Calaveras. 

Tehama   Tehama. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles 

Montebello   Los  Angeles 

Monrovia   Los  Angeles 

Monterey   Monterey. 

Morgan  Hill   Santa  Clara. 

Stockton   San  Joaquin. 

Livermore   Alameda. 

Concord   Contra  Costa. 

Guerneville   Sonoma. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Tracy   San  Joaquin. 

Downieville   Sierra. 
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Lodge.  No. 

Mount  Shasta  281 

Mountain  View  194 

Natoma   64 

Naval    87 

Needles   326 

Nevada    13 

Newville   205 

Nicolaus   129 

North  Butte  230 

North  East  266 

Northern  Light   190 

North  Star   91 

Nor  walk   315 

Oakdale  275 

Oak  Grove   215 

Oakland   188 

Occidental   22 

Ocean  Park   369 

Oceanside   381 

Olive  Branch  269 

Olivet   364 

Ontario   301 

Ophir   33 

Orange  Grove  293 

Oriental   144 

Orland  265 

Orosi   383 

Oroville   103 

Oxnard   341 

Pacific   136 

Pacific  Grove  331 

Pacific   136 

Palestine  351 

Palmyra    26 

Palo  Alto   346 

Palos  Verdes   389 

Parfaite  Union    17 

Park   449 

Parnassus   388 

Pasadena.  272 

Paso  Eobles   286 

Paul  Eevere  462 

Penrhyn   258 

Pentalpha  202 


Post  Office.  County. 

Anderson   Shasta. 

Mountain  View   Santa  Clara. 

Folsom   Sacramento. 

Vallejo   Solano. 

Needles   San  Bernardino. 

Nevada  City   Nevada. 

Paskenta   Tehama. 

Wheatland  Yuba. 

Gridley   Butte. 

Fort  Bidwell  Modoc. 

Millville   Shasta. 

Fort  Jones   Siskiyou. 

Norwalk   Los  Angeles. 

Oakdale   Stanislaus. 

Alameda  Alameda. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Oceanpark   Los  Angeles. 

Oceanside  San  Diego. 

Tulare   Tulare. 

Corning   Tehama. 

Ontario   San  Bernardino. 

Murphy's  Calaveras. 

Orange   Orange, 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Orland   Glenn. 

Orosi  Tulare. 

Oroville   Butte. 

Oxnard   Ventura. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Pacific  Grove  Monterey. 

Watsonville   Santa  Cruz. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Placerville   El  Dorado. 

Palo  Alto  Santa  Clara. 

Long  Beach  Los  x\ngeles. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Pasadena   Los  Angeles 

Paso  Robles  San  Luis  Obispo, 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Penryn   Placer. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 
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Lodge.  No. 

Perris   411 

Petaluma   180 

Phoenix   178 

Pinole   353 

Pittsburg   429 

Plumas    60 

Pomona  246 

Porterville   303 

Presidio   354 

Eamona  457 

Eeading   254 

Redlands  300 

Redondo   328 

Redwood  City   168 

Reedley   304 

Richmond   375 

Rio  Vista   208 

Rising  Light   397 

Rising  Star    83 

Riverbank  459 

Rose's  Bar   89 

Roseville   433 

Russian  River   181 

Sacramento   40 

Saint  Helena   93 

Saint  John's    37 

Salinas   204 

San  Benito  211 

San  Buenaventura.  214 

San  Diego    35 

San  Diimas   428 

Sanger   316 

San  Bernardino  348 

San  Fernando   343 

San  Francisco   360 

San  Jacinto   338 

San  Joaquin   19 

San  Jose   10 

San  Mateo   226 

San  Miguel   285 

San  Pasqual  452 

San  Pedro   332 

Santa  Ana   241 

Santa  Barbara  192 


Post  Office. 

Perris   

Petaluma   

San  Bernardino 

Pinole   

Pittsburg  

Quincy   

Pomona   

Porterville   

San  Francisco  .  . 

Alhambra   

Redding   

Redlands   

Redondo   

Redwood  City  .  . 

Reedley   

San  Francisco  .  . 

Rio  Vista  

Huntington  Park 

Forest  Hill   

Riverbank   

Smartsville  .... 

Roseville   

Windsor   

Sacramento  .... 

St.  Helena  

Yreka  .  ■  

Salinas   

Hollister  

Ventura   

San  Diego  

San  Dimas  .... 

Sanger   

San  Bernardino 

Fernando   

San  Francisco  .  . 
San  Jacinto  .   . . 

Stockton   

San  Jose   

San  Mateo  

San  Miguel  .... 

Pasadena   

San  Pedro  

Santa  Ana  

Santa  Barbara  . 


County. 

Riverside. 
Sonoma. 

San  Bernardino. 
Contra  Costa. 
Contra  Costa. 
Plumas. 
Los  Angeles. 
Tulare. 

San  Francisco. 
Los  Angeles. 
Shasta. 

San  Bernardino. 
Los  Angeles. 
San  Mateo. 
Fresno. 

San  Francisco. 
Solano. 
Los  Angeles. 
Placer. 
Stanislaus. 
Yuba. 
Placer. 
Sonoma. 
Sacramento. 
Napa. 
Siskiyou. 
,  Monterey. 
San  Benito. 
Ventura, 
San  Diego. 
Los  Angeles. 
Fresno. 

San  Bernardino. 
Los  Angeles. 
San  Francisco. 
,  Riverside. 
,San  Joaquin. 
.Santa  Clara 
,San  Mateo, 
,  San  Luis  Obispo, 
,Los  Angeles. 
,Los  Angeles. 
,  Orange. 
.Santa  Barbara. 
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Lodge.  No. 

Santa  Cruz   38 

Santa  Lucia  302 

Santa  Monica  307 

Santa  Paula  291 

Santa  Eosa   57 

San  Simeon   196 

Schofield   443 

Selma   277 

Sequoia   349 

Sierra  Madre   408 

Sierra  Valley  184 

Silveyville  201 

Silver  Gate  296 

Silver  Trowel  415 

Sincerity  132 

Sisson   310 

Snow  Mountain  271 

Solano   229 

Sotoyome   123 

Southern  California.  .278 

South  Gate  320 

South  Pasadena  ....367 
South  San  Francisco. 212 

South  West   283 

Speranza  Italiana  .  .  .219 

Standard  440 

Stanislaus  206 

Starr  King  344 

Suisun    55 

Summit   112 

Sunset   352 

Surprise  Valley  235 

Table  Mountain   124 

Tehachapi  313 

Tehama   3 

Temescal  314 

Temple    14 

Texas   46 

Torrance   447 

Traver  294 

Trinity    27 

Truckee  200 

Tuolumne  .  .  . '   8 

Turlock   395 


Post  Office.  County. 

Santa  Cruz  Santa  Cruz. 

Kings  City  Monterey. 

Santa  Monica   Los  Angeles 

Santa  Paula   Ventura. 

Santa  Rosa   Sonoma. 

Cambria   San  Luis  Obispo 

Schofield  Barracks  ....  Hawaiian  Ter. 

Selma   Fresno. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Sierra  Madre   Los  Angeles. 

Sierraville   Sierra. 

Dixon   Solano. 

San  Diego   San  Diego. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Greenville   Plumas. 

Sisson   Siskiyou. 

Stony  Ford   Colusa. 

Vallejo   Solano. 

Healdsburg   Sonoma. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

South  Pasadena   Los  Angeles. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

National  City   San  Diego. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Modesto   Stanislaus. 

San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

Suisun   Solano. 

Knights  Ferry   Stanislaus. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Cedarville   Modoc. 

Cherokee   Butte. 

Tehachapi   Kern. 

Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Corona   Riverside. 

Sonoma   Sonoma. 

San  Juan  San  Benito. 

Torrance   Los  Angeles. 

Kingsburg   Fresno. 

Weaverville   Trinity. 

Truckee   Nevada. 

Sonora   Tuolumne. 

Turlock   Stanislaus. 
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Lodge.  No. 

Tuscan   261 

Tyrian  439 

Union    58 

Unity  368 

University   394 

Upland   419 

Vacaville  134 

Vallee  de  France  329 

Valley   135 

Van  Nuys  450 

Vesper   84 

A^eteran  : .  .373 

Visalia  128 

Vitriivius   145 

Volcano   56 

Washington    20 

Waucoba  413 

Welcome   255 

Western  Star   2 

West  Gate   335 

West  Lake   392 

Whittier   323 

Willits  365 

Wilmington   198 

Wilshire   445 

Winnedumali   287 

Woodbridge   131 

Woodland   156 

Verba  Buena   403 

Yolo    81 

York   423 

Yosemite   99 

Yount    12 


Post  Office.  County. 

Williams   Colusa. 

Manteca   San  Joaquin. 

Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Glendale  Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Upland   San  Bernardino. 

Vacaville   Solano. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Linden   .  San  Joaquin. 

Van  Nuys   Los  Angeles. 

Eed  Bluff   Tehama. 

Sawtelle   Los  Angeles. 

Visalia   Tulare. 

Bloomfield   Sonoma. 

Volcano   Amador. 

Sacramento   Sacramento. 

Big  Pine   Inyo. 

Lemoore   Kings. 

Shasta   Shasta. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Whittier   Los  Angeles. 

Willits   Mendocino. 

Wilmington   Los  Angeles. 

Los  Angeles   Los  Angeles. 

Bishop   Inyo. 

Woodbridge  San  Joaquin. 

Woodland   Yolo. 

Oakland   Alameda. 

Yolo   Yolo. 

Watts   Los  Angeles. 

Merced  Merced. 

Napa   Napa. 
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LOCATION  OF  LODGES 
Alphabetically  Arranged 


Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Adin   Adin   250 

Alhambra   Alhambra  322 

Alhambra   Ramona   ,  457 

Alameda   Oak  Grove  215 

"   Apollo   396 

Alleghany  Forest   66 

Alturas   Alturas  248 

Anaheim  •  Anaheim   207 

Anderson   Mount  Shasta  281 

Angels  Camp  Bear  Mountain   76 

Antioeh   Antioch   175 

Arroyo  Grande   Arroyo   274 

Auburn   Eureka    16 

Arbuekle   Meridian   182 

Areata   Areata   106 

Artesia   Artesia  377 

Azusa   Azusa   305 

Bakersfield   Bakersfield   224 

Beekwith   Hope  234 

Benicia   Benicia    5 

Berkeley   Durant   268 

Berkeley   Berkeley  363 

Berkeley   Charter  Rock  410 

Big  Pine  Waucoba   413 

Biggs   Emmanuel   318 

Bishop   Winnedumah   287 

Bloomfield   Vitruvius   145 

Bodie   Bodie   252 

Brawley   Brawley   402 

Brentwood   Brentwood   345 

Bridgeport   Alta   333 

Buena  Park   Buena  Park  357 

Burbank   Burbank  406 

Burlingame   Burlingame   400 

Calexico   Calexico   412 
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Post  Office,  Lodge.  No. 

Calistoga   Calistoga   233 

Cambria   San  Simeon  196 

Campbell   Charity  362 

Camptonville   Gravel  Eange    59 

Carpinteria   Carpinteria   444 

Castroville   Confidence    203 

Cedarville   Surprise  Valley  235 

Centerville  Alameda   167 

Cherokee   Table  Mountain  124 

Chinese  Camp   George  Washington   62 

Chico   Chico   Ill 

Chino   Chino  Valley  427 

Claremont  Claremont   436 

Cloverdale   Curtis   140 

Clovis   Clovis   417 

Coalinga   Coalinga  387 

Colfax  niinoistown   51 

Corona   Temescal   314 

Courtland   Franklin   143 

Covelo   Covelo  231 

Colusa   Colusa   240 

Colton   Ashlar   306 

Covina   Covina   334 

Compton   Anchor   273 

Concord   Mt.  Diablo   448 

Corning   Olivet   364 

Coronado   Coronado   ..441 

Crescent  City   Crescent   45 

Crockett   .  Carquinez  337 

Daly  City  Crocker  454 

Davis   Athens  228 

Delano   Delano   309 

Dinuba   Dinuba   385 

Dixon   Silvey\'ille   201 

Downey  Downey   220 

Downieville   Mountain  Shade   18 

Dutch  Flat   Clay   101 

Dunsmuir   Dunsmuir  297 

Eagle  Eock   Eagle  Rock   422 

Elk  Grove  Elk  Grove   173 

Elsinore   Elsinore   289 

El  Centro   El  Centro   384 

El  Dorado   Hiram    43 

El  Monte   Lexington   104 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Escondido  Consuelo  325 

Etna  Mills   Evening  Star   186 

Eureka   Humboldt    79 

Exeter   Exeter   424 

Fallbrook   Fallbrook  317 

Fernando   San  Fernando  343 

Ferndale   Ferndale   193 

Fillmore   Fillmore  379 

Forbestown   Forbestown    50 

Folsom   Natoma    64 

Fort  Bidwell   North  East   266 

Fort  Bragg   Fort  Bragg  361 

Fort  Jones  North  Star    91 

Forest  Hill  Rising  Star   83 

Fortuna   Eel  River  147 

Fresno   Fresno   247 

 Las  Palmas  366 

' '   Center  .  465 

Fullerton   Fullerton   339 

Gait   Gait   267 

Gardena   Gardena   372 

Georgetown   Georgetown    25 

Gilroy   Keith   187 

Glendale   Unity   368 

Glendora  Glendora   404 

Grafton   Grafton   141 

Grass  Valley   Madison    23 

Greenville   Sincerity   132 

Gridley   North  Butte   230 

Guadalupe   Guadalupe   237 

Guerneville  Mount  Jackson   295 

Hammonton   Hammonton   433 

Hanford   Hanford   279 

Haywards  Eucalyptus   243 

Healdsburg   Sotoyome   123 

Hilo,  T.  H  Kilauea   330 

Hornitos   Hornitos  ,  98 

Hollister   San  Benito   211 

Hollywood   Hollywood   355 

Holtville   Holtville   425 

Honolulu,  T.  H  Hawaiian    21 

Honolulu,  T.  H  le  Progres  de  I'Oceanie  371 

Honolulu,  T.  H  Honolulu   409 

Huntington  Beach   Huntington  Beach   380 
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Post  Office.  Lodge. 

Huntington  Park   Rising  Light 

Igo   Clinton  .... 

Imperial   Imperial  ,  .  . 

Independence   Inyo   

Inglewood   Inglewood  . 

lone  lone   

Jackson   Amador   .  .  . 

Kennett   Kennett  .  .  . 

Kerman   Kerman  .  ,  . 

Kingsburg   Traver  .... 

Kings  City  Santa  Lucia 

Knights  Ferry  Summit    .  .  . 

Lakeport   Hartley    .  . . 

La  Mesa  La  Mesa  .  . . 

Lancaster   Lancaster  . 

Laporte  Jefferson   .  . 

Lassen   Janesville  . 

Lemoore   Welcome  .  . . 

Lincoln   Gold  Hill  .  . 

Linden   Valley  

Lindsay   Lindsay  ... 

Livermore  Mosaic  .  .  .  .  , 

Lodi   Lodi   256 

Lompoc   Lompoc   

Lower  Lake   Clear  Lake  

Long  Beach   Long  Beach  

"   Palos  Verdes   

Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles   

 Wilmington   

"   Pentalpha   

"   Southern  California 

 East  Gate  

 Hollenbeck  

*y   South  Gate  

"   Vallee  de  France 

 West  Gate  

"   Palestine   

"   Sunset   

 Golden  State  .  . . 

"  Mizpah  

"   Highland  Park  . 

"  West  Lake  

'  *   University   

"   Moneta  


258 


LOCATION  OF  LODGES 


Post  Office.  Lodge,  No. 

Los  Angeles  Arlington   414 

 Silver  Trowel   415 

 Eljsian  418 

 Germania   438 

 Wilshire   445 

 Henry  S.  Orrae  458 

Los  Banos   Los  Banos  312 

Los  Gatos  Los  Gatos   292 

Loyalton   Loyalton   359 

Manteca   Tyrian   439 

Maricopa   Maricopa   434 

Marysville   ....Corinthian    9 

Madison   Landmark   253 

Maxwell   Maxwell   288 

Madera   Madera  280 

Mariposa   Mariposa    24 

Martinez  Martinez    41 

McCloud   McCloud  430 

Merced   Yosemite    99 

Mendocino   Mendocino   179 

Middletown   Callayomi  282 

Milton  Keystone   161 

Mill  Valley  ,.  Mill  Valley   356 

Millville   Northern  Light   190 

Mokelumne  Hill    Mokelumne  Hill   298 

Monrovia   Monrovia   308 

Montebello   Montebello  451 

Monterey   Monterey   217 

Morgan  Hill  Morgan  Hill   463 

Mountain  View  Mountain  View  194 

Modesto   Stanislaus   206 

Murphy's   Ophir    33 

National  City   South  West  283 

Napa  Yount    12 

Newman   Hill's  Ferry  236 

Needles  Needles  326 

Nevada  City   Nevada   13 

Norwalk   Norwalk   .315 

Oakland   Live  Oak    61 

 Oakland   188 

"   Brooklyn   225 

"   Sequoia   .349 

 Alcatraz   244 

"   Fruit  vale   336 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


259 


Post  Office.  Lodge.  No 

Oakland   Bay  View  401 

"   Yerba  Biiena  403 

  Standard   440 

Oakdale   Oakdale   275 

Oceanpark   Ocean  Park  369 

Oceanside   Oceanside  381 

Ontario  Ontario   301 

Orange   Orange  Grove   293 

Orland   Orland   265 

Orosi   Orosi  383 

Oroville  Oroville   103 

Oxnard   Oxnard  341 

Pacific  Grove  Pacific  Grove   331 

Palo  Alto  Palo  Alto  346 

Pasadena   Pasadena  272 

"   Corona   324 

"   San  Pasqual   452 

Paskenta   Newville  205 

Paso  Eobles   Paso  Robles  286 

Penryn   Penrhyn   258 

Perris   Perris   411 

Petaluma   Petaluma   180 

Pinole   Pinole  353 

Pittsburg   Pittsburg  429 

Placerville   Palmyra   26 

Pleasanton   Alisal   321 

Plymouth   Dry  town  174 

Point  Arena   Claiborne   185 

Pomona   Pomona   .  .  .  ;  246 

Porterville   Porterville   303 

Puente   La  Puente   446 

Quincy   Plumas   60 

Redondo   Redondo   328 

Redding   Reading   254 

Redlands   Redlands   300 

Reedley  Reedley   304 

Redwood  City   Redwood  City  168 

Red  Bluff  Vesper    84 

Richmond   Alpha   431 

 *  McKinley  347 

Rio  Vista  Rio  Vista  208 

Riverbank  Riverbank   459 

Riverside   Evergreen   259- 

Rocklin   Granite  222 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  Ino. 

Roseville   Roseville  432 

Sacramento   Tehama    3 

"   Washington   20 

"   Sacramento    40 

^'   Union    58 

"   Concord   117 

Saint  Helena  Saint  Helena   93 

San  Andreas   Calaveras   78 

San  Bernardino  Phoenix   178 

"   San  Bernardino   348 

San  Diego   San  Diego    35 

"   Silver  Gate   296 

 Blackmer   442 

San  Dimas  San  Dimas  428 

San  Francisco   California    1 

"   Parfaite  Union   17 

 Occidental    22 

 Golden  Gate    30 

 Mount  Moriah   44 

 Fidelity   120 

 Hermann   127 

 Pacific   136 

 Crockett   139 

 Oriental   144 

 Excelsior   166 

 Mission   169 

 South  San  Francisco  212 

 Doric   216 

 Speranza  Italiana  219 

 King  Solomon's   260 

"   Starr  King  344 

 Presidio   354 

 San  Francisco  360 

 Amity  370 

*'   Jewel   374 

 Richmond  375 

 Parnassus  388 

 Balder   393 

"   Fairmount  435 

 Park   *  449 

 Bethlehem   453 

 Golden  West  455 

•   Argonaut   461 

 Paul  Revere   462 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No, 

San  Francisco   Alta  Vista  464 

San  Jacinto   San  Jacinto  338 

San  Jose  San  Jose    10 

 Friendship  210 

 Fraternity   399 

San  Juan   Texas    46 

San  Leandro   Eden  ..113 

San  Luis  Obispo  King  David's   209 

San  Mateo   San  Mateo  226 

San  Miguel   San  Miguel   285 

San  Pedro   San  Pedro  332 

San  Eafael  Marin   191 

Santa  Ana  Santa  Ana  241 

Santa  Barbara  Santa  Barbara   192 

 Magnolia   242 

Santa  Clara  Liberty  299 

Santa  Cruz   Santa  Cruz    38 

Santa  Maria  Hesperian   264 

Santa  Monica   Santa  Monica   ....307 

Santa  Paula   Santa  Paula   291 

Santa  Eosa  Santa  Rosa    57 

Salinas   Salinas   204 

Sanger   Sanger   316 

Sawtelle   Veteran   373 

Schofield  Barracks   Schofield   443 

Sebastopol   La  Fayette   126 

Selma   Selma  277 

Shasta   Western  Star    2 

Sierra  City  Harmony   164 

Sierra  Madre  Sierra  Madre   .408 

Sierra ville   Sierra  Valley  184 

Sisson   Sisson   310 

Smartsville  Rose's  Bar   89 

South  Pasadena   South  Pasadena  367 

South  San  Francisco  Francis  Drake   376 

Sonoma  Temple    14 

Sonora   Tuolumne   8 

Stockton   San  Joaquin    19 

 Morning  Star    68 

Stony  Ford   Snow  Mountain   271 

Susanville  Lassen   149 

Sutter  Creek  Henry  Clay   95 

Suisun  Suisun    55 

Taft   Midway   426 
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Post  Office.  Lodge.  No. 

Tehama   Molino   150 

Tehachapi   Tehachapi   313 

Torrance  Torrance   447 

Tracy   Mt.  Oso   460 

Truckee   Truckee   200 

Tulare  Olive  Branch  269 

Tuolumne   East  Belt  391 

Turlock  Turlock   395 

Ukiah   Abell   146 

Upland   Upland   419 

Yallejo   Naval    87 

 Solano   229 

Vacaville   Vacaville   134 

Van  Nuys  Van  Nuys   450 

Ventura   San  Buenaventura  214 

Visalia   Visalia   128 

Volcano   Volcano   56 

Walnut  Creek   Alamo   122 

Watsonville   Pajaro   110 

Watts   York   423 

Weaverville   Trinity    27 

Wheatland   Nicolaus   129 

Whittier   Whittier  323 

Winters  Buckeye   195 

Willits   Willits   365 

Willows   Laurel  245 

Windsor   Eussian  Eiver   181 

Williams  Tuscan   261 

Wilmington   Wilmington  198 

Woodbridge   Woodbridge  131 

Woodland  Woodland  156 

Yolo   Yolo    81 

Yreka   St.  John's   37 

 Howard    96 

Yuba  City   Enterprise    70 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Committee  on  Correspondence 


OCTOBER.  1916 


By  EDWARD  H.  HART,  P.  G.  M. 


To  THE  Grand  Lodge  F.  &  A,  M.  of  California, 

AND  Brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction: 

INTEODUCTIOK 

I  submit  herewith  my  eighth  annual  report  on  Fraternal  Corre- 
spondence, which  includes  a  review  of  sixty-five  jurisdictions  (two  for 
two  years),  being  those  whose  proceedings  are  printed  in  the  English 
language,  which  have  reached  our  table  within  the  past  year,  Arizona 
and  Alberta  volumes  have  not  been  received. 

The  proceedings  reviewed  are  as  follows: 


LODGE — ■  YEAR. 

Alabama   1915 

Arkansas   1915 

British  Columbia   1916 

Canada,  in  the   Province  of 

Ontario   1916 

Colorado   1915 

Connecticut   1916 

Delaware   1915 

District  of  Columbia  1915 

England   1915 

Florida  1916 

Georgia  1915 

Idaho   1915 

Illinois   1915 

Indiana   1916 

Iowa   1916 

Ireland   1915 


LODGE —  YEAR. 

Kansas   1916 

Kentucky   1915 

Louisiana   1916 

Maine  1915 

Manitoba   1916 

Maryland  1915 

Massachusetts   1915 

Mexico   1915-1916 

Michigan   1916 

Minnesota   1916 

Mississippi   1916 

Missouri   1915 

Montana   1915 

Nebraska   1915 

Nevada   1915 

New  Brunswick   1915 

New  Hampshire   1916 
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LODGE —  YEAR. 

New  Jersey  1916 

New  Mexico   1915 

New  South  Wales   1915 

New  York   1916 

New  Zealand  1915 

North  Carolina   1916 

North  Dakota  1915 

Nova  Scotia   1915 

Ohio   1915 

Oklahoma   1916 

Oregon   1916 

Pennsylvania   1915 

Philippine  Islands   1916 

Prince  Edward  Island.  ..  1915-1916 

Quebec   1916 

Rhode  Island  1915 


LODGE —  YEAR. 

Saskatchewan   1915 

Scotland  1915 

South  Australia   1916 

South  Carolina   1915 

South  Dakota   1916 

Tennessee   1916 

Texas   1915 

Utah   1916 

Vermont   1916 

Victoria,  Aus  1915 

Virginia  1916 

Washington  1915 

Western  Australia   1915 

West  Virginia  1915 

Wisconsin   1916 

Wyoming   1915 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Edward  H.  Hart, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


ALABAMA. 


1915. 

95th  Annual,  Montgomery,  Dec.  1  and  2. 
Lodges,  554;  Membership,  27,916;  gain,  368. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Henry  C.  Miller,  Grand  Master, 

After  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  delivered 
his  annual  address,  replete  with  information  touching  masonic  activities 
during  the  preceding  year.  He  mentions  the  formation  of  nine  new 
lodges  under  dispensation,  as  one  of  the  evidences  of  pronounced  masonic 
activity  and  growth. 

The  Grand  Lodge  suffered  within  the  year  a  severe  loss  in  the  death 
of  the  distinguished  and  beloved  Brother  Angus  M.  Scott,  for  fifteen 
years  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  probably  the  most  gen- 
erally known  and  best  beloved  mason  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Eeference  is  made,  with  especial  pride  to  the  Masonic  Home,  a 
creation  of  comparatively  recent  years  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the 
Grand  Master  assures  the  brethren  that  they  are  absolutely  unable  to 
form  any  idea  of  the  good  accomplished  by  this  institution  except 
through  a  personal  visit  to  the  Home.  This  institution  is  accomplishing 
magnificent  masonic  work,  and  has  in  store  for  it  a  career  of  vast  benefi- 
cence and  good. 

The  Grand  Master  falls  in  line  with  the  tendency  of  very  recent 
years  to  get  away  from  the  idea  of  physical  perfection,  and  disregard, 
to  a  large  extent,  this  tradition,  which  we  have  inherited  from  operative 
masons,  to  the  end  that  emphasis  be  placed  upon  our  teaching  that  it  is 
the  internal  and  not  the  external  qualifications  which  recommend  a  man 
to  be  made  a  mason.  Grand  Master  Miller  fails  to  see  w^hy  a  stiff  knee, 
or  the  loss  of  a  first  joint  of  a  thumb,  or  some  equally  unimportant  cir- 
cumstance, should  prevent  a  good  man  from  becoming  a  mason. 

The  Grand  Master  is  unquestionably  correct,  and,  as  stated,  his 
thought  is  simply  in  line  with  the  drift  of  masonic  opinion  almost  every- 
where. 

In  connection  with  the  visitation  to  subordinates.  Grand  Master 
Miller  appreciates,  as  possibly  some  Grand  Masters  do  not  appreciate, 
the  very  great  benefit  which  a  subordinate  lodge  receives  from  official 
contact  with  the  ruling  Grand  Master,  and  he  states  that  it  is  his  firm 
conviction  that  the  Grand  Master  can  accomplish  great  good,  and  render 
a  most  genuine  service  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  members  of  the 
several  lodges,  greeting  them  personally,  and  allowing  them  to  feel  the 
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warmth  of  his  presence,  and  the  genial  friendship  conveyed  in  the  cordial 
hand-grasp. 

He  voices  his  conception  of  the  high  ideal  of  masonry  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  the  conclusion  of  his  splendid  address: 

* '  Today,  as  never  before,  has  Masonry  had  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  all  thinking  people.  Its  stand  for  morality  and  right-living; 
its  stand  for  education  and  enlightenment;  its  stand  for  independence 
in  free  thought  and  free  speech  and  the  right  to  worship  our  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  without  infringing  upon  the 
rights  of  any  man,  has  endeared  it  to  the  hearts  of  all  good  and  true 
men,  who  honor  their  home,  their  God  and  their  country." 

This  jurisdiction  has,  in  our  opinion,  an  excellent  method  of  passing 
upon  constitutional  amendments,  in  that  hasty  action  is  prevented  by 
the  method  adopted  in  changing  the  fundamental  law  of  the  jurisdiction. 
For  instance,  before  an  amendment  can  be  considered,  it  must  have  a 
vote  of  one  third  of  the  members  present  in  the  Grand  Lodge  when  the 
amendment  is  offered,  and  then  the  amendment  is  submitted  to  all  of 
the  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction,  who  are  required  to  vote  thereon  within 
the  year  following  the  submission  of  the  amendment  and  make  returns 
of  their  vote  upon  the  amendment  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the 
returns  are  then  announced  at  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  amendments  can  only  be  adopted  by  an  affirmative 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  of  the  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction.  This  method 
forces  every  lodge  to  consider  carefully  in  its  own  meeting  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  this  affords  an  opportunity  for  all  master  masons  to 
express  their  opinions  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  proposed  change.  This 
method  of  constitutional  amendment  prevents,  as  stated,  hasty  action, 
and  compels  a  knowledge  upon  the  part  of  all  of  the  lodges  as  to  changes 
that  are  made  in  the  organic  law. 

In  accordance  with  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Queensland,  and  fraternal  recognition  was  also  extended  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of 
comment  that  the  pretensions  of  the  so-called  Regional  District  Lodge 
of  the  Philippine  Islands,  presided  over  by  one  Mendoza,  were  decided 
as  being  without  foundation  or  merit,  and  the  protest  against  the  recog- 
nition of  the  regular  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippines  was  disregarded. 

We  have  in  some  of  our  comments  in  former  years,  referred  to  what 
has  seemed  to  us  the  incongruity  of  the  reception  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  masons,  even  when  at  ease,  of  delegates  from  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 

We  would  not  presume  to  criticise  any  jurisdiction  for  anything  it 
might,  in  its  judgment,  approve,  yet,  as  stated,  the  reception  of  a  dele- 
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gation  of  ladies  seems  incongruous.  This  circumstance  is  mentioned 
because  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  Annual  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Secretary  presented  to  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Body  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Chapter  Order  of 
Eastern  Star  of  Alabama  requesting  that  the  Grand  Lodge  adopt  a 
suitable  token  and  pass-word  whereby  the  members  of  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star  could  make  themselves  known  to  Master  Masons  who  were 
not  themselves  members  of  that  Order,  and  upon  the  same  afternoon, 
it  is  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  that  Sister  Elizabeth  Salter,  Past 
Grand  Matron,  etc.,  presented  on  behalf  of  the  delegation  of  ladies  which 
appeared  in  Grand  Lodge  representing  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  a 
' '  beautiful  bunch  of  lovely  roses ' '  to  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  was,  no  doubt,  more  or  less  overcome  with 
emotion,  yet  he  recovered  himself  sufficiently  to  express  his  gratitude 
and  appreciation,  and  congratulate  the  good  women  upon  the  great  work 
they  were  doing,  and  the  beautiful  ladies  retired  singing  '^Blessed  be 
the  tie  that  binds ' Fine  stuff,  but,  as  stated,  incongruous  in  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  Master  Masons. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  presented  by  the  Chairman 
Worshipful  Nathaniel  L.  Mewhinney.  He  uses  the  topical  form,  believ- 
ing, as  he  states  in  his  preface,  that  it  is  the  form  best  adapted  to  convey 
information  to  the  members  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  upon  the  theory, 
which  he  advances,  and  which  is  no  doubt  the  correct  theory,  that  the 
correspondence  report  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  his 
jurisdiction,  he  presents  the  best  method  of  enabling  members  to  gather 
information  upon  any  particular  topic  in  which  they  may  be  personally 
interested. 

We  have  no  criticism  to  offer  of  the  method  pursued,  although  it  is 
contrary  to  the  form  of  review  almost  universally  adopted. 

M.'.  W.'.  Walter  Smith,  Grand  Master,  Tuscaloosa. 

E.'.  W.".  George  A.  Beauchamp,  Grand  Secretary,  Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS. 
1915. 

74th  Annual,  Little  Eock,  Nov.  16-17. 
Lodges,  563;  Membership,  27,660. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Charles  E.  Eosenbaum,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  carefully  prepared  report  of  his 
activities  within  the  year.    He  mentions,  at  the  outset,  the  loss  which 
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the  Grand  Jurisdiction  had  suffered  in  the  passing  onward  of  Most 
Worshipful  A.  J.  Witt,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Most  Worshipful  Chris- 
topher C.  Ayers,  Past  Grand  Master,  in  whose  honor  suitable  memorials 
are  presented. 

Dispensation  to  form  one  new  lodge  was  granted,  and  several  dis- 
pensations asked  for  for  this  purpose  were  refused. 

Eeference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master  to  the  refusal  on  the  part 
of  his  Grand  Lodge,  several  years  since,  to  officially  endorse  or  make  an 
appropriation  in  aid  of  the  George  Washington  National  Memorial  proj- 
ect, but  the  Grand  Master  believes  that,  since  that  time  the  progress  that 
the  enterprise  has  made,  and  the  merit  which  it  is  generally  conceded  to 
possess,  entitles  the  matter  to  another  hearing  which  he  recommends  be 
given. 

In  passing  we  may  say  that  the  subject  was  continued  under  advise- 
ment at  the  next  Annual  Communication. 

Under  the  section  devoted  to  ' '  decisions ' he  states  that  he  has 
not  rendered  an  opinion  within  the  year  that  he  deems  worthy  to  desig- 
nate as  a  decision,  and  he  gives  expression  to  the  opinion  that  his 
decision  in  that  respect  is  no  different  than  that  of  many  of  his  predeces- 
sors, and  he  cherishes  the  hope  that  the  practice,  so  prevalent  in  the 
jurisdiction,  of  passing  up  to  the  Grand  Master  for  decision  the  most 
simple  and  elementary  questions  may  cease,  and  that  the  brethren  will 
undertake  in  future  to  inform  themselves^  by  a  little  study,  of  the  funda- 
mental laws,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  jurisdiction. 

He  refers  approvingly  to  the  Masonic  Orphans'  Home  and  School 
which  he  regards  as  one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  jurisdiction, 
in  which  the  brethren  may  take  just  pride. 

Eeference  is  made  by  him  to  the  approaching  seventy-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  foundation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  place  a  year 
hence,  and  recommends  that  suitable  provision  be  taken  to  celebrate  that 
auspicious  event. 

In  concluding  his  excellent  address,  the  Grand  Master  expresses  his 
deep  appreciation  of  the  cordial  co-operation  and  support  which  he  has 
received  from  the  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  particularly 
of  the  cordial  good  will  and  friendship  of  the  brethren  which  he  has 
felt  has  been  accorded  him  from  all  quarters  of  the  jurisdiction. 

At  the  evening  session  of  the  first  day  of  the  Grand  Communica- 
tion, the  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Louis  Bauerlein,  delivered  a  scholarly 
address  which  was  received  with  marked  approval  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  Orator  being  greeted  by  hearty  applause  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
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his  effort,  a  resolution  of  thanks  was  adopted  and  the  address  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings. 

In  illustration  of  perhaps  the  main  theme  of  his  address  that  the 
truly  useful  man  is  the  one  who  radiates  and  gives  out  the  good  that 
comes  to  him,  instead  of  selfishly  absorbing  all  within  himself,  we  quote 
his  as  follows: 

'  ^There  are  two  great  conflicting  influences,  one  uplifts,  the  other 
degrades;  one  upbuilds,  the  other  tears  down.  One  is  the  influence  of 
Love  and  Truth  and  brings  peace;  the  other  is  the  influence  which  per- 
suaded our  first  parents  to  disobey  the  divine  command,  and  brought 
misery  into  the  world.  One  is  generous,  the  other  selfish,  and  both  are 
strikingly  illustrated  by  nature.  If  you  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few 
moments,  I  will  in  my  feeble  way  attempt  to  draw  the  picture. 

' '  Let  us,  in  imagination,  travel  east.  Over  in  Palestine  we  find  two 
small  bodies  of  water,  insignificant  in  sze,  but  because  of  their  con- 
nection with  sacred  history,  important.  One  is  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  the 
other  the  Dead  Sea;  both  are  fed  by  the  Eiver  Jordan  and  the  rains  from 
heaven  fall  alike  upon  each.  In  disposition  they  are  as  unlike  as  the 
light  of  moon  and  the  darkness  of  midnight.  Around  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
is  a  luxuriant  growth  of  vegetation;  flowers  bud  and  blossom,  tall  trees, 
in  whose  branches  are  heard  the  songs  of  birds  warbling  their  praises, 
in  its  bosom  fish  thrive ;  men  and  beasts  come  to  its  waters  for  refresh- 
ing drink;  it  receives  the  waters  from  the  Jordan  and  then  gives  them 
up  so  that  it  can  continue  to  flow  in  its  course.  It  receives  the  blessing 
of  nature  and  in  turn  blesses  all  that  come  within  the  range  of  its 
influence.  The  Dead  Sea,  too,  receives  the  waters  from  the  River 
Jordan  and  selfishly  refuses  to  give  them  up.  The  banks  around  the 
Dead  Sea  are  barren,  not  a  blade  of  grass,  flower  or  shrub  can  grow. 
In  its  bosom  no  living  thing  can  exist  and  it  is  said  that  a  bird  attempt- 
ing to  fly  over  the  Dead  Sea  will  fall,  die  and  be  swallowed  up  in  its 
waters.  It  accepts  every  blessing  that  comes  its  way  and  gives  up  only 
that  which  nature,  through  evaporation,  forces  from  it.  Its  influences 
are  evil  and  produce  Death. ' ' 

Also : 

''We  may  admire  the  Grand  Master  who  rules  in  the  East,  the 
Grand  Orator  who  can  deliver  an  eloquent  address,  the  Grand  Lecturer 
who  can  repeat  word  for  word  the  beautiful  Eitual,  or  the  wealthy 
Mason  who  can  give  his  thousands  to  the  widows  and  orphans ;  but  the 
greatest  Mason  is  the  man  who  daily  lives  his  Masonry  and  who  in  his 
every  word,  act  and  deed  practices  the  beautiful  tenets  of  Brotherly 
Love,  Relief  and  Truth  and  who  unconsciously  influences  others  to  live 
better,  purer  and  holier  lives. ' ' 

We  have  been  unable  thus  far  to  avoid  the  thought  of  the  incon- 
gruity of  a  delegation  of  ladies  from  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  appear- 
ing in  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  yet  this  is  a  circumstance  that  is  not 
of  unfrequent  occurrence  in  different  Grand  Lodges,  and  that  such  an 
event  was  regarded  with  marked  approval  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at  this 
time  may  be  judged  from  the  following  entry  in  the  Journal  of 
Proceedings : 
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''Mrs.  Minnie  Maxwell,  Grand  Matron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  of  Arkansas,  was  introduced,  and  made  a  most  pleasing  Address 
on  the  relation  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  to  the  work  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity.  The  Address,  delivered  with  rare  fluency  and  ease, 
was  most  attentively  listened  to  by  the  large  audience,  and  made  a  pro- 
found impression,  being  greeted  with  long-continued  applause. ' ' 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Masonic  Orphans'  Home  at  this  time 
presented  and  introduced  three  of  the  girl  pupils  of  the  Home,  who 
entertained  the  Grand  Body,  making,  so  we  are  informed,  a  most  favor- 
able impression,  as  being  worthy  products  of  the  care  and  efficiency  of 
the  management  of  the  Home. 

After  this  ceremony,  the  members  of  the  Eastern  Star,  so  we  are 
told,  then  withdrew,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  formally  resumed  its  business. 

Among  the  pleasing  incidents  of  the  last  day  of  the  Communication, 
after  the  installation  of  the  newly  elected  officers,  was  the  presentation 
of  the  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel  to  Brother  Rosenbaum.  Brother 
Rosenbaum  was  also  highly  commended  in  an  address  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Most  Worshipful  Fay  Hempstead,  and  particular  reference 
was  made  to  the  important  part  taken  by  Brother  Rosenbaum  as  an  Active 
Member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Thirty  Third  Degree,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Mason  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  that 
organization,  which  had  the  superintendence  of  the  construction  of  the 
$2,000,000  ''House  of  the  Temple"  in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Brother  Hempstead's  enconiums  of  praise  showered  upon  Brother 
Rosenbaum  were  received  with  "pronounced  applause  by  the  brethren". 

M.*.  W.*.  L.  P.  Kemper,  Grand  Master,  Siloam  Springs. 
R.'.  W.".  Fay  Hempstead,  Grand  Secretary,  Little  Rock. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
1916. 

45th  Annual,  Vancouver,  June  22nd. 
Lodges,  80;  membership,  7,797;  gain,  100. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  William  C.  Ditmars,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  brief  and  businesslike.  He  reports 
that  the  Craft  in  general  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  although 
the  numerical  growth  had  not  been  so  great  the  preceding  year  as  in 
other  recent  years,  stating  that  many  of  the  lodges  were  feeling  the 
effects  of  the  gigantic  struggle  in  which  the  Empire  is  now  engaged, 
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and  were  working  under  disadvantages  on  account  of  the  absence,  in 
many  cases^  of  the  most  active  members. 

He  visited  the  subordinate  lodges  very  freely  within  the  year, 
inspiring  them,  no  doubt,  with  the  true  spirit  and  exalted  ideals  of 
masonry. 

He  issued  a  dispensation  to  form  one  new  lodge  in  the  City  of 
Vancouver,  and,  in  closing  his  Address,  voices  his  deep  appreciation  of 
the  invaluable  services  rendered  to  him  in  connection  with  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  by  the  honored  and  respected  Grand  Secretary,  Very 
Worshipful  Brother,  Dr.  DeWolf-Smith. 

In  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  is  an  incomplete  list  of  members 
of  the  jurisdiction  who  had  enlisted  for  active  service  with  the  armies 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  world  conflict  in  progress  upon  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  the  names  of  these  patriots  are  recorded  upon  the  Honor 
Roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Philippine  Islands,  this  being  the  second  year  that  this  matter 
was  up  for  consideration,  the  action  of  the  preceding  year  being  a  post- 
ponement of  decision  of  the  question  of  recognition  until  the  present 
Communication, 

An  exceedingly  interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
submitted  by  Very  Worshipful  W.  A.  DeWolf-Smith,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  his  report  being  characterized  by  exceedingly  intelligent  and 
timely  comment,  displaying  a  vast  fund  of  masonic  information  and 
knowledge. 

He  reviews  two  years  of  California  work  covering  the  Grand  Annual 
Communications  of  1914  and  1915. 

M.'.  W.*.  William  Astley,  Vancouver,  Grand  Master. 

V.'.  W.*.  W.  A.  DeWolf-Smith,  New  Westminster,  Grand  Secretary. 

CANADA,  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 
1915. 

60th  Annual,  Hamilton,  July  21-22. 
Lodges,  446;  membership,  59,748;  gain,  2,472. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful William  Devid  McPherson,  Grand  Master. 

Preliminary  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  Address 
of  Welcome  was  made  by  Chester  S.  Walters,  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
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Hamilton.  He  referred  to  tlie  circumstance  that  sixty  years  before  in 
the  same  City  of  Hamilton,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario  was  organized,  and  from  that  small  beginning  the  member- 
ship in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  had  increased  to  nearly  60,000. 

He  referred  with  patriotic  pride  to  the  10,000  Canadians  masons 
fighting  for  English  liberty  away  upon  the  fields  of  France  and  Belgium. 

The  Grand  Master  replied  to  the  Address  of  Welcome  in  fitting  and 
appreciative  language. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Master  was  made  up  of  a  statement  of 
his  olRcial  activities  within  the  year,  mentioning  especially  the  four  new 
lodges  to  which  he  had  granted  dispensations,  and  to  the  constitution  of 
the  ten  or  more  lodges  to  which  charters  had  been  granted  at  the  pre- 
ceding Annual  Communication. 

He  speaks  feelingly  of  the  Fraternal  Dead,  referring  especially  to 
the  eminent  masonic  historian,  Eight  Worshipful  Brother  Robert  Freke 
Gould,  especially  honored  among  English  jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  a  number  of  rulings  made  by  him  con- 
struing the  law  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  he  sets  forth  a  list  of  ofiicial 
visitations  made  by  him,  resulting,  we  doubt  not,  in  great  good  to  the 
Fraternity  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

The  most  important  theme  touched  upon  by  the  Grand  Master  was 
the  great  war  in  which  England,  and  incidentally  her  colonies,  are  en- 
gaged, and  he  presents  the  war,  and  the  conditions  which  brought  the 
war  about,  so  strongly  from  the  British  standpoint  that  we  quote  several 
paragraphs  upon  this  subject  as  follows : 

''In  the  ten  years  preceding  the  present  titanic  contest,  Germany 
threatened  Europe  with  war  on  three  occasions;  in  1905  when  she  de- 
manded and  obtained  the  resignation  of  M.  Delcasse,  the  French  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  as  the  alternative;  in  1909  when  she  threw  her 
' '  Shining  Armour ' '  into  the  scale  and  compelled  Russia  to  acquiese  in 
the  annexation  of  Bosnia-Herzegovina  by  Austria-Hungary  and  the  tear- 
ing up  the  treaty  of  Berlin,  and  again  in  1911  when  she  endeavored,  at 
Agadir,  to  coerce  France  and  break  up  her  entente  with  Britain. ' ' 
***** 

' '  It  is  the  pride  of  every  British  subject  that  Britain  was  not  the 
aggressor,  b<ut  that  she  was  compelled  to  resort  to  arms  in  defence  of 
the  liberty  and  civilization,  of  humanity  and  sacred  treaty  obligations. 
She  decided  to  go  to  war,  and  is  supported  by  the  Dominions  over-sea, 
because  her  honour  was  involved,  and  the  existence  of  the  Empire  was 
at  stake. 

' '  Undoubtedly  she  was  unprepared,  but  the  general  situation  was 
that  she  had  no  option.  The  immediate  violation  by  Germany  of  Belgian 
neutrality,  coupled  with  King  Albert 's  telegraphic  appeal  to  King  George 
to  safeguard  Belgian  neutrality  decided  the  question.    Whatever  doubt 
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had  existed  up  to  that  moment  was  cast  to  the  winds.  Thereafter  there 
was  no  hesitation  in  the  British  Parliament  or  throughout  the  Empire. 

Simultaneously  with  that  event  the  Empire  from  one  end  to  the 
other  saw  what  Germany  aimed  at,  and  realization  of  it  crystalized 
feeling  into  action  which  has  received  world-wide  approval. 

'  ^  To  the  world  generally,  war  is  a  horrible  thing — a  final  resort  by 
which  to  defend  some  vital  interest,  when  all  the  ordinary  methods  of 
diplomacy  and  negotiation  and  compromise  have  failed.  To  the  ruling 
classes  of  Germany,  however,  it  is  just  the  reverse.  They  glorify  war  as 
a  supreme  test  of  national  character.  Nations  unwilling  to  risk  war  in 
support  of  their  aims,  are  branded  as  inferior,  destined  to  be  trampled 
over  by  the  superior  determination  and  self-sacrifice  of  the  Germanic 
race.  War,  therefore,  with  all  its  horrors,  is  the  first  instrument  of  their 
diplomacy,  to  be  threatened  and  declared  as  it  happens  to  suit  the  inter- 
ests of  Germany. 

' '  That  any  nation  calling  itself  a  great  civilized  power  should 
threaten  to  attack  a  small  inoffensive  neighbor  whose  independence  it 
had  itself  guaranteed,  should  trample  it  ruthlessly  under  foot  as  an 
enemy,  because  it  valued  its  self-respect  and  refused  under  threats  to 
open  a  right-of-way  to  the  heart  of  a  friendly  neighbor — made  men 
realize  what  the  gospel  of  'winning  your  way  by  force  of  arms'  really 
meant. ' ' 

***** 

' '  She  assumed,  no  doubt  that  the  Belgians  would  bow  to  the  inevit- 
able and  submit  to  her  invasion.  She  was  mistaken.  King  Albert  and 
his  people  protested  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Had  Belgium  been 
guided  by  considerations  of  material  good  and  immediate  interest,  she 
would  instantly  have  accepted  the  Kaiser's  promise  not  to  molest  or 
injure  her,  if  he  was  allowed  an  undisputed  passage  to  the  French 
frontier  for  his  troops.  But  this  easy  and  inglorious  course  received  no 
consideration  by  Belgium  for  even  a  moment.  She  unhesitatingly  chose 
the  path  of  honour  and  duty,  and  made  an  irreparable  sacrifice  of 
material  good  for  moral  glory. 

' '  For  the  moment  the  Belgians  stemmed  the  German  torrent.  Liege 
successfully  resisted  the  enemy  till  overwhelming  artillery  pounded  its 
forts  to  the  ground.  Foot  by  foot  the  gallant  Belgians  and  their  heroic 
King  resisted,  but  the  mass  of  invaders  irresistible  rolled  them  back. 
Brussells  the  Capital,  and  Antwerp  the  citadel  had,  successively  to  be 
abandoned.  Finally  almost  all  the  kingdom  was  submerged.  The  gov- 
ernment was  compelled  to  retire  to  France  and  the  King  to  his  unbroken 
army. 

' '  Meanwhile  the  German  legions,  like  a  horde  of  barbarians,  rav- 
aged, plundered  and  destroyed  the  country  they  had  solemnly  engaged 
themselves  to  protect.  For  the  moment  Belgium  was  the  bulwark  of 
Europe  and  of  public  law. 

''The  historic  stand  of  Thermoplyae  against  the  hordes  of  Xerxes 
was  not  more  splendid.  There  has  been  no  desolation  like  it  since  the 
thirty  years '  war  of  three  centuries  ago. ' ' 

***** 

' '  Posterity  to  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth  must  pay  homage  to 
the  Belgians  who  sacrificed  all  but  honour  to  preserve  their  own  inde- 
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pendence,  and  safeguard  the  liberties  of  civilized  humanity.  While  love 
of  liberty  endures,  and  the  character  and  greatness  of  a  nation  is 
measured  by  its  ideals,  the  valour  and  heroism  of  the  Belgians  shall  be 
the  exemplar  and  inspiration  to  all  the  generations  unborn.  Impartial 
people  of  humane  instincts  v^^ill  make  it  their  first  duty,  v^^hen  the  deluge 
subsides  to  see  to  it  that  Belgium  is  restored  to  her  own  and  rises  to 
eminence  as  the  great  and  glorious  nation  she  so  richly  deserves  to  be." 
***** 

' '  Belgium  from  the  first  has  been  treated  brutally.  She  inflicted 
no  wrong  upon  Germany,  but  v^as  one  of  the  most  unoffending  little 
countries  in  the  world,  peaceable,  hard-working,  thrifty,  giving  offence  to 
no  one.  Her  fields  have  been  trampled,  her  villages  burned,  her  art 
treasurers  destroyed,  her  men  slaughtered,  yea,  and  her  women  and 
children  too.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  her  people,  with  homes  burned 
to  the  ground,  are  wandering  homeless  in  Belgium  and  abroad.  Their 
only  crime  was  that  they  trusted  to  the  word  of  a  Prussian  King. ' ' 

As  evidence  of  the  feeling  of  intense  sympathy  for  Belgium,  the 
masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  raised  a  cash  contribution,  within  the 
year,  for  the  relief  of  Belgian  sufferers,  amounting  to  $45,632.81. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  finds  it  impossible  to  get  away 
from  the  all  absorbing  subject  of  the  war  and  the  different  ideals 
animating  the  warring  nations,  and  contrasting  the  British  Colonial  sys- 
tem with  the  German,  the  Grand  Master  states  as  follows: 

'^We  owe  it  to  the  Kaiser  that  this  war  has  demonstrated  the 
essential  unity  of  our  Empire.  The  German  people  were  told  by  their 
advisers  that  the  British  Empire  was  decadent.  Instead  it  has  proved 
itself  to  be  tense  with  unity  and  instinct  with  life.  It  extends  over  every 
sea  and  continent,  and  has  unquestionably  been  the  great  force  in  the 
interests  of  civilization  and  humanity.  The  British  ideal  of  building  up 
self-governing  Dominions  has  proved  itself  to  be  the  true  one.  It  is  an 
ideal  of  government,  not  by  grace,  but  of  right.  The  German  colonies,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  been  State  undertakings,  not  ruled  by  the  will  and 
consent  of  the  people,  but  by  a  military  autocracy.  With  us,  undoubt- 
edly, it  is  the  spirit  of  the  British  constitution  which,  infused  through 
the  mighty  mass,  pervades,  unites,  and  vivifies  every  part  of  the  Empire 
even  down  to  the  remotest  member. ' ' 

***** 

' '  The  watchword  of  the  British  Empire  is,  and  always  has  been, 
not  'Dominion'  but  'Liberty.'  For  the  German's  belief  in  Germany  it 
substitutes  a  profounder  belief  in  humanity;  instead  of  enforcing  a 
uniform  Germany  it  looks  to  the  development  of  every  other  race  and 
people  within  its  boundaries  to  the  highest  of  which  it  is  capable;  in 
place  of  the  dominance  of  one  race  as  the  cement  of  an  empire 's  unity, 
it  inculcates  spontaneous  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  to  its  self-governing 
institutions  and  the  free  spirit  which  informs  them. 

''Today  in  South  Africa  we  see  General  Louis  Botha,  who  fought 
against  the  British  a  few  years  ago,  now  the  Premier  of  a  great  self- 
governing  British  colony,  and  personally  the  leader  of  the  British  forces 
to  a  magnificent  victory  in  German  South-west  Africa,  conquering  them 
and  compelling  the  absolute  and  unconditional  surrender  of  all  their 
forces  there.    Could  there  be  a  greater  tribute  to  wise  and  sagacious 
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government?  No  other  country  would  have  dreamed  of  giving  free  gov- 
ernment to  the  Boers  after  the  yvar,  and  no  nation  except  Britain  wouhl 
have  dared  to  do  it.  No  Empire  ever  received  a  richer  harvest  from 
any  seeding  that  that  which  Britain  has  reaped  as  a  result  of  her  fair 
treatment  of  the  South  African  Colonies.  It  proves  conclusively  that  if 
men  are  trusted,  they  will  loyally  respond." 

From  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary, 
one  easily  discovers  that  notwithstanding  the  terriffic  strain  which  the 
war  has  placed  upon  Canada,  masonry  has  been  exceedingly  prospeious 
and  has  strengthened  itself  numerically,  financially,  morally  and  spirit- 
ually within  the  year  preceding. 

The  various  Funds  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  so-called 
Semi-centennial  Fund,  being  the  principal  charity  fund,  amounts  now  to 
over  $210,000  and  from  the  interest  of  this  fund,  disbursements  are  made 
in  carrying  forward  the  great  work  of  charity  of  the  jurisdiction.  We 
learn  from  a  perusal  of  the  Proceedings,  that  elaborate  banquets  have 
largely  been  cut  out  during  the  year,  and  expense  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  entailed  in  these  functions  has  been  contributed  to  patriotic 
purposes. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Most  Worshipful  A.  T.  Freed, 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  presents  a  concise  review  of  the  various  juris- 
dictions. California,  1914,  is  courteously  considered.  He  states  in  his 
review  of  our  jurisdiction  that  it  is  pretty  certain  that  there  is  no  juris- 
diction in  the  world  in  which  masonic  relief  is  so  liberally  granted  to 
foreign  brethren  as  in  California,  and  he  laments  the  fact  that  this  lib- 
erality is  frequently  imposed  upon,  particularly  by  members  from  foreign 
jurisdictions,  such  as  Scotland,  whose  Grand  Lodges  never  even  pretend 
to  make  any  restitution  for  advances  made  to  their  members.  California 
masons  realize  how  true  this  statement  is,  yet  they  do  not  shirk  their 
responsibilities,  but  endeavor  to  discharge  their  obligations  as  masons, 
even  if  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  probability  of  financial  reim- 
bursement. 

M.'.  W.".  Bro.  Sydney  A.  Luke,  Grand  Master,  Ottawa. 
E.'.  W.'.  Bro.  R.  L.  Gunn,  Grand  Secretary,  Hamilton. 

COLORADO. 

1915. 

55th  Annual,  Denver,  Sept.  21-22. 
Lodges,  129;  membership,  17,422;  gain,  664. 

Five  Special  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  within 
the  year  for  various  purposes,  the  one  perhaps  most  noteworthy  being  the 
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Special  Communication  of  June  19th  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  New  Federal  Building  at  La  Junta,  Colo. 

The  oration  upon  this  occasion  was  delivered  by  Acting  Grand 
Orator  Brother  Fred  A.  Sabin,  of  Euclid  Lodge  No.  64,  and  we  presume, 
inasmuch  as  the  effort  was  indirectly  connected  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  address  of  the  Grand  Orator  was  devoted  to  a  large  extent  to 
a  laudation  of  the  National  administration,  and  particularly  the  Execu- 
tive at  Washington,  to  whom  the  Orator  referred  as  the  ''Grand  Silent 
Statesman  at  Washington ' 

The  Chief  Executive  was  extolled  as  superior,  or  at  least  the  equal, 
in  excellence,  of  George  Washington  and  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Thomas 
Jefferson;  in  fact,  the  Orator  characterized  him  as  possessing  in  one 
person  the  supreme  qualities  that  characterized  all  of  these  distinguished 
characters  in  American  history,  yet  we  never  before  have  heard  Woodrow 
Wilson  described  as  the  ' '  Silent  Statesman ' The  impression  that  we 
had  received  of  the  present  Chief  Executive  has  been  that  he  is  anything 
but  ' '  silent '  \  even  departing  from  the  traditions  of  more  than  a  hundred 
years  to  deliver  his  messages  to  Congress  by  word  of  mouth,  instead  of  by 
messenger,  and  we  venture  the  opinion,  also,  that  there  is  not  entire 
unanimity  of  approval  of  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Orator  that 
our  country  is  superlatively  fortunate  in  being  at  this  time  under  the 
guidance  of  this  ' '  silent  statesman ' 

The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Charles  H.  Dudley,  Grand  Master.  He  sets  forth  in  his 
address  a  comprehensive  statement  of  his  official  activities  within  the 
year.  The  Grand  Lodge  under  his  direction  constituted  the  several 
lodges  that  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual  Communication; 
he  issued  one  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge;  he  dedicated  one  masonic 
temple;  he  placed  the  corner  stones  of  four  public  buildings;  he  made 
numerous  official  visitations  to  subordinate  lodges;  and  reports  generally 
a  very  satisfactory  conditions  of  the  Craft. 

The  official  family  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  invaded  by  the  Grim 
Eeaper  in  that  Past  Grand  Master  Harper  Orahood  was  called  to  his 
reward  as  was  also  Worshipful  George  G.  Slater,  Grand  Tiler  for  many 
years  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Orator  Worshipful,  Clarence  M.  Kellogg,  delivered  a 
scholarly  and  eloquent  address,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  oration  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  full  in  the 
General  Proceedings. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  the  Grand  Master 
introduced  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  Dean  of  the  living  Past  Grand 
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Masters,  Most  Worshipful  Chase  Withrow,  who  presided  over  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1866,  Brother  Withrow  made  some  happy  remarks  which  were 
received  with  cordial  approval  by  his  brethren. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Communication,  an  address  was  made  by 
the  Grand  Chaplain  Worshipful  Brother  C.  X.  Snyder.  He  arraigned 
in  no  uncertain  language,  the  non-citizen,  law-breaking  elements,  impor- 
tations into  Colorado^  that  have  served  in  more  than  one  instance  to 
bring  discredit  upon  the  fair  name  of  his  State,  and  he  voices  the 
opinion  that  the  stable  and  conservative  influence  of  masonry,  and  the 
patriotic  attitude  of  such  men  as  constitute  the  back-bone  of  our  Fra- 
ternity in  this  state,  would  ultimately  redeem  the  State  from  certain 
lawless  elements  that  have  found  shelter  therein. 

Most  Worshipful  Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf  presents  his  thirty-first 
report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence.  His  reviews,  as  usual,  are  replete 
with  intelligent,  illuminating  comment;  he  selects  with  discriminating 
judgment,  and  sets  forth  under  each  jurisdiction  the  salient  and  inter- 
esting features. 

California,  1914,  is  generously  reviewed  with  liberal  quotations 
from  Grand  Master  Murphy's  address. 

In  his  conclusion,  he  refers  to  the  high  quality  of  manhood  that  is 
going  into  current  membership,  and  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that 
while  increase  in  membership  in  America  in  masonic  lodges  is  marked, 
yet  out  of  the  more  than  1,500,000  masons  in  this  country,  there  are 
very  few  cases  indeed  calling  for  masonic  discipline. 

He  also  notes,  what  is  quite  true,  a  marked  tendency  in  recent 
times  to  relax  the  strict  requirements  concerning  physical  qualifications, 
and  calls  attention  to  even  Texas,  which  is  yet  a  great  stickler  for 
physical  perfection,  which  has  let  down  the  bars  slightly  and  he  might 
have  referred  particularly  to  California  which  by  recent  constitutional 
amendment  has,  in  harmony  with  the  rule  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, referred  the  matter  of  physical  qualifications  to  the  action  of  the 
subordinate  lodges,  which  are  to  be  governed  by  the  rule  that  the  appli- 
cant should  be  able  to  substantially "  conform  to  tiie  requirements  of 
the  several  degrees. 

He  has  correctly  discerned  that  the  so-called  National  Grand  Lodge 
of  France  is  reduced  under  the  searchlight  of  investigation  to  the  size 
of  a  pigmy,  as  indeed  considerable  of  a  hoax,  according  to  latest 
developments. 

He  culls  from  the  Iowa  proceedings,  the  following  information 
concerning  National  Masonic  conventions  and  conferences  of  Grand 
Masters,  which  have  been  held  at  various  times  in  this  country,  going 
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back  as  far  as  1822,  with  the  latent  purpose,  usually  disclaimed,  of 
forming,  if  possible,  a  General  Grand  Lodge: 

'^NATIONAL  MASONIC  CONVENTIONS. 

Held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  March  9,  1822;  May  7,  1842. 
Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  May  8,  1843 ;  eptember  23,  1847. 
Held  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  September  17,  1853. 
Held  at  Washington.  D.  C,  January  3,  1855. 

Held  at  Chicago,  111.,  September  13,  1859;  September  4,  1877; 
x\ugust  14,  1893. 

CONFERENCE  OF  GEAND  MASTEES. 

Held    at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  1,  1908. 
Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16,  1909. 
Held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  28,  1912. 
Held  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  14-16,  1914." 

M.'.  W.*.  Egbert  M.  Simons,  Grand  Master,  Denver. 

M.'.  M.*.  Chaeles  H.  Jacobson,  Grand  Secretary,  Denver. 


CONNECTICUT. 

1916. 

128th  Anual,  Hartford,  Feb  2-3. 
Lodges,  110;  membership,  25,983;  gain,  611. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful 
Clarence  R.  Austin,  Grand  Master,  and  of  the  110  lodges  on  the  roll, 
110  were  represented,  the  remarkable  percentage  of  100. 

The  Grand  Master  was  able  to  state,  with  deep  feeling  of  gratitude, 
that  within  the  preceding  year  the  Grand  Lodge  had  suffered  through 
death  but  one  loss,  that  being  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  Augustus 
C.  Golding. 

Four  anniversary  celebrations  of  certain  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction 
were  held  within  the  year; — Hamilton  Lodge  No.  54  of  Sharon  cele- 
brated its  100th  anniversary;  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  6  of  Norwalk 
celebrated  its  150th  anniversary;  as  did  also  King  Solomon  Lodge  No. 
7  of  Woodbury.  When  one  reads  of  anniversary  celebrations  such  as 
these,  he  feels  that  such  celebrations  as  the  fiftieth  anniversaries  are 
amateurish. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  one  great  event  of  the  year  in  this 
jurisdiction,  that  is  ' '  Grand  Masters '  Day ' This  celebration  is  held 
at  the  Masonic  Home,  and  the  celebration  this  year  occurred  Sept.  25, 
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1915,  and  represented  the  26th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Home.  He  voiced  his  conception  of  this  benificent  institution  in  the 
following  expressive  language : 

^'My  Brothers,  our  Masonic  Home  is  not  a  theory,  it  is  a  real  live, 
up-to-date  fact.  It  is  a  true  expression  of  Masonry  in  the  most  con- 
crete form,  and  is  the  real  ideal  and  practical  objective  of  the  Craft. 
Every  member  of  this  great  Fraternity  should  realize  the  magnitude  of 
this  great  Masonic  undertaking  and  also  his  own  real  responsibility  for 
the  future  progress  and  efficiency  of  the  institution.  I  trust  no  Brother 
will  go  home  after  this  Grand  Lodge  Communication  without  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  Home,  its  accomplishments,  its  needs  and  a 
thorough  realization  of  those  things  the  Craft  must  do  in  order  to  place 
our  Home  in  a  position  to  meet  future  demands. ' ' 

The  Grand  Master  protested  against  the  modern  tendency  of  too 
much  publicity  in  connection  with  masonic  affairs.  Masonry,  in  his 
opinion,  should  be  content  to  go  forward  and  do  its  great  work  without 
ostentation  or  parade,  and  he  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  anything 
like  advertisement,  or  in  the  nature  of  public  display,  should  be  frowned 
upon  and  discouraged. 

The  following  is  a  paragraph  taken  from  his  remarks  upon  this 
subject : 

' '  Masonry  enters  into  the  public  life  of  the  present  age  in  a  large 
and  ever  increasing  degree.  This  is  due  to  the  high  character  of  the 
product  of  the  Order  in  every  environment  in  which  it  is  placed,  and 
never  in  any  case,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  principles  of  the  Order  are 
involved,  is  any  individual  put  forward  for  public  advancement  and 
honor  on  account  of  his  Masonic  connections.  Therefore  why  advise  the 
public  on  matters  in  which  it  has  no  concern,  no  interest,  no  part,  and 
no  understanding?  Why,  for  instance,  do  a  possible  injury  or  inflict 
a  possible  embarrassment  on  a  candidate  by  publishing  your  intentions 
when  every  member  has  the  right,  and  often  exercises  that  right,  to 
make  those  intentions  miscarry?  The  public  cannot  judge  by  Masonic 
standards,  and  every  principle  of  Masonry  abhors  a  reflection  upon  any 
member  of  society  either  within  or  without  its  fold. ' ' 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  George  A. 
Kies,  who  is  also  the  Grand  Secretary,  it  being  his  third  report  of  this 
character.  He  reviews  the  various  jurisdictions  in  a  painstaking  and 
thoughtful  manner  and  his  report  is  replete  with  judicious  comment  and 
illustration. 

California,  1915,  is  fraternally  considered.  He  refers  in  his  Con- 
clusion to  the  remarkable  growth  of  masonry  in  America,  and  expresses 
the  hope  that  in  assimilating  so  much  new  material,  masonry  is  not 
creating  a  condition  that  will  prove  to  be  its  final  undoing.  He  is  of 
the  opinion  that  Grand  Lodges  are  inclined  to  over-legislate,  in  which 
opinion  we  are  disposed  to  concur,  as  we  believe  the  tendency  has  been 
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in  recent  years  to  take  away  from  the  subordinate  lodges  initiative  and 
control  in  things  in  which  they  should  be  permitted  to  exercise  individual 
discretion, 

M.'.  W.'.  Thomas  McKenzie,  Grand  Master,  Pawcatuck. 
M.'.  W.*.  George  A.  Kies,  Grand  Secretary,  Hartford. 

DELAWARE. 
1915. 

110th  Annual,  Wilmington,  Oct.  6-7. 
Lodges,  22 ;  membership,  3540 ;  gain,  105. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Most  Worshipful 
William  E.  Valliant,  Grand  Master.  He  refers  in  his  opening  address, 
as  do  many  of  the  Grand  Masters,  to  the  world  war  in  progress  across 
the  seas.  He  believes  that  Christian  civilization  is  on  trial  and  that 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great  crisis  in  the  world's  history,  and  he  ad- 
vances the  question  if  masonry  has  no  mission  in  this  momentous  epoch. 

The  principles  upon  which  masonry  is  founded,  that  is  the  Father- 
hood of  God,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man,  are  undoubtedly  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  universal  peace  must  ultimately  be  grounded,  but 
these  principles  will  be  carried  into  effect  finally,  not  by  masonry  alone, 
but  by  all  of  the  influences  in  the  world  that  will  finally  work  together 
to  these  great  ends. 

Brother  Valliant  is  one  of  the  few  prominent  masons  who  approve 
the  idea  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  A  general  Grand  Lodge  of  masons 
is  unquestionably  contrary  to  the  structural  foundation  of  our  Institu- 
tion, and  there  will  never  be  a  General  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  without 
a  change  in  masonic  land-marks  and  in  the  structural  form  of  our  insti- 
tution. We  can  readily  understand  how  one  believing  in  the  principles 
of  Universal  Brotherhood  may  be  carried  away  with  the  idea  of  a 
General  Grand  Lodge,  but  an  enthusiasm  for  the  idea  of  Federated 
fraternities  cannot  change  the  structure  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry; 
and  a  federation  of  all  fraternal  societies,  such  as  Masonry,  Odd  Fel- 
lowship, Pythianism,  Elkdom,  etc.,  that  are  all  non-sectarian,  and  yet 
all  are  founded  upon  belief  in  the  Supreme  Being,  assembled  in  one 
great  Federation  might  be  a  good  thing,  but  a  General  Grand  Lodge 
of  masons  is  impossible  until  masonry  changes  its  nature. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  his  masonic  activities,  refers  to  one 
or  two  unimportant  official  opinions  rendered  by  him,  and  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  provision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution 
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wMcli  requires  the  Grand  Master  to  visit  every  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction 
during  his  incumbency,  was  complied  with  with  great  pleasure  to  him- 
self and  undoubted  profit  to  the  fraternity. 

He  refers  in  his  Conclusion  in  the  following  language  to  the  small 
fragment  of  eternity  which  we  experience  in  what  we  call  life : 

' '  We  realize  that  life  at  most  is  a  fragment  of  the  great  unknown ; 
a  period  through  which  we  rapidly  pass  to  an  unknown  shore.  We 
hardly  reach  the  summit  of  efficiency  until  our  steps  decline  towards 
the  universal  end.  The  great  mysteries  of  life  and  death  confront  us. 
Only  the  present  is  ours.  Our  duty  is  to  put  into  practice,  outside  of 
the  Lodge  room,  the  great  moral  and  ethical  principles  therein  incul- 
cated. Let  not  a  day  pass  without  the  endeavor  to  spread  sunshine  in 
somebody 's  path,  by  a  kindly  word  or  encouraging  smile ;  by  helping 
to  bear  somebody 's  burden,  or  by  some  act  of  charity  and  mercy. ' ' 

Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Harry  Jones  Guthries  again 
presents  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  reviews  in  a  con- 
cise and  intelligent  manner  a  limited  number  of  jurisdictions,  although 
California,  as  was  true  a  year  ago,  failed  to  receive  a  place. 

M.'.  W,'.  Walter  W.  Bacon,  Grand  Master,  Wilmington. 

E.*,  W.'.  ViRGiNius  V.  Harrison,  Grand  Secretary,  Wilmington. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

1915. 

105th  Annual,  Washington,  Dec.  15th. 
Lodges,  30;  membership,  10,171;  gain,  247. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Alexander  Grant,  Grand  Master. 

At  the  outset  of  his  annual  address  he  states  that  the  year  has 
been  one  of  masonic  harmony  and  tranquillity  and  had  not  been,  what 
one  would  term,  an  eventful  year.  Judged,  however,  by  the  splendid 
progress  made  within  the  year  by  the  Grand  Institution  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  year  was  one  of  real  and  genuine  interest  and  progress. 

In  view  of  the  awful  conflict  raging  across  the  seas,  he  gives  ex- 
pression to  the  hope  that  the  prayers  of  countless  thousands  of  masons 
in  our  land  may  be  an  influence  in  bringing  about  a  just  and  lasting 
peace. 

He  sets  forth  in  businesslike  directness  his  ofl&cial  acts  within  the 
year,  referring  particularly  to  the  placing  of  the  corner  stone  of  one  of 
the  important  church  buildings  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  to  the  dedi- 
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cation  of  the  temple  built  by  Myron  M.  Parker  Lodge  No.  27,  also  in 
the  City  of  Washington. 

He  particularly  gives  expression  to  the  great  pleasure  received  by 
•  him  in  the  visits  which  he  paid  within  the  year  to  all  of  the  lodges  of 
the  jurisdiction. 

In  speaking  of  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home,  he  refers  to 
it  as  a  splendid  example  of  the  practical  side  of  masonry  and  what  can 
be  accomplished  through  these  institutions  in  the  way  of  exemplifying 
the  ideals  of  our  benificent  institution,  showing  that  the  ' '  brotherhood 
of  man"  is  not  a  mere  phrase. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  Home,  he  found  it  exceedingly  attractive, 
homelike,  and  comfortable. 

Under  the  heading  of  ' '  decisions ' he  is  glad  to  state  that  no 
questions  were  presented  to  him  for  decision  except  such  as  could  be 
verbally  answered  by  reference  to  the  Constitution,  and  that  he,  there- 
fore, has  nothing  further  to  report  under  that  head,  and  he  expresses 
pleasure  to  note  the  evidence  of  contentment  and  absence  of  friction 
among  the  Craft,  which  the  absence  of  requests  for  decisions,  implies. 

The  Great  Masonic  Temple  of  the  District  of  Columbia  continues 
to  be  more  or  less  of  a  financial  problem  for  the  Jurisdiction,  but  prog- 
ress, even  though  slow,  is  being  made  in  connection  with  the  solution 
of  this  important  undertaking. 

In  this  jurisdiction,  as  in  many  others,  we  find  the  protest  of  one 
Ramon  Mendoza,  alleged  Secretary  of  the  so-called  Regional  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Philippines,  against  the  recognition  of  the  regular  Grand 
Lodge,  and,  as  in  all  other  cases,  without  a  single  exception,  where  this 
protest  has  been  made,  it  has  been  disregarded  as  absolutely  without 
merit. 

The  so-called  St.  John's  Day  Communication  of  Dec.  27th  was 
devoted  principally  to  the  installation  of  the  officers  chosen  at  the 
Annual  Communication  held  previously  in  December. 

The  newly  installed  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  William  W. 
Jermane,  entertains,  as  expressed  by  him  in  the  following  choice  diction, 
high  ideals  of  the  exalted  mission  of  masonry: 

''I  ask  you  to  join  me  in  a  purpose  to  make  the  new  year  a  year 
of  peace,  a  year  of  progress,  a  year  of  renewed  determination  to  raise 
our  beloved  fraternity  to  still  higher  levels  of  efficient  service.  Standing 
at  the  focal  point  of  a  great  nation  which  today  contains  three-fourths 
of  the  regular  Masons  of  the  M^orld;  doing  our  work  in  the  white  light 
which  beats  down  upon  such  a  point;  and  with  greater  opportunities  for 
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development  than  are  possessed  by  many  of  our  brethren  elsewhere,  let 
us  earnestly  rededicate  ourselves  to  service,  and  call  upon  Almighty  God 
to  make  us  more  useful  than  ever  before  in  the  great  work  of  establish- 
ing His  Kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

^^This  done,  the  new  year  will  be  rich  with  blessings,  both  for  us 
and  for  all  with  whom  we  come  in  contact,  and  we  shall  approach  an- 
other St.  John's  Day  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  prepared  to 
give  a  satisfactory  account  of  our  stewardship. ' ' 

Past  Grand  Master  George  W.  Baird,  presents  his  sixteenth  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and,  as  usual,  it  is  filled  with  incisive  and 
discriminating  comment. 

California,  1915,  is  courteously  reviewed.  He  refers  to  the  address 
of  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  as  ''scholarly  and  fraternal  throughout",  and 
he  has  words  of  praise  for  the  high  and  genuine  masonic  spirit  mani- 
fested in  California  through  its  masonic  Homes  and  otherwise. 

Brother  Baird  has  pronounced  views  upon  various  subjects  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  give  expression  thereto.  For  instance: — ''Anti- 
Eoman  Catholicism, ' ' 

' '  Though  the  origin  of  that  War  was  in  religious  jealousy  [the 
forcible  annexation  of  Slav  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  by  Austria  and 
the  effort  to  change  their  religion],  there  has  been  no  suggestion  from 
''the  Father  of  Princes  and  Kings,  Euler  of  the  World,  Vicar  of  Oar 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ, ' '  to  aggressive  Austria,  to  relax  her  prosecution 
of  the  atrocious  War,  though  Austria  is  the  last  of  the  ultra-montane 
Nations,  and  professing  blind  obedience. 

' '  While  the  distinguished  quartet  of  brethren  in  California  was 
vindicating  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Montreal  was 
edicting  that  "priests  are  to  unmask  Freemasonry 's  unlovely  counte- 
nance and  strike  at  its  heart  at  the  same  time,  by  doing  all  they  can  to 
prevent  any  money  reaching  their  coffers. ' ' 

' '  Anti-Prohibition. ' ' 

"Laws  can  never  regulate  the  cravings  of  nature;  the  gnawing 
thirst  for  stimulants  continues;  and  when  a  victim  is  deprived  of  the 
preferred  beverage,  a  substitute  will  be  sought,  and  greater  evil  follows. 
We  have  invited  attention  to  this  greater  evil  in  previous  reports.  The 
chief  Chemist  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  with  a  few  ingredients 
which  he  took  from  his  little  hand  bag,  made  a  bottle  of  whiskey  in 
the  presence  of  a  committee  of  Congress,  which  was  pronounced  good: 
Any  man  can  repeat  the  operation  in  his  own  dining  room,  in  defiance 
of  laws  prohibiting  the  distillation  of  liquor.  On  board  ships  where 
shallac-varnish  is  used  on  the  lower  decks,  the  sailors  sometimes  add 
water  to  the  varnish  which  precipitates  the  gum-shellac,  leaving  the 
alcohol  and  water  on  top,  which  they  drink, 

"The  president  of  the  Medico-legal  Society,  Dr.  T.  D.  Crothers, 
stated  at  a  public  meeting  in  New  York,  recently,  that  in  the  United 
States  there  are  now  fully  500,000  persons  addicted  to  the  use  of  habit- 
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forming  drugs.  More  than  that,  he  told  the  members  of  the  society, 
at  a  meeting  which  took  place  about  the  17th  of  November,  1915, 
'that  users  of  drugs  are  always  more  or  less  incompetent;  impaired 
mentally,  and  unable  to  judge  of  their  own  acts.'  He  also  said  'the 
fact  that,  they  do  not  commit  overt  acts  is  no  reason  they  are  not 
dangerous;  in  a  majority  of  cases  they  do  things,  eventually,  that 
cause  injury  to  others ' 

' '  The  problem  of  poor  lodge  attendance  ' ' : 

' '  The  Shrine,  unbridled  by  any  ruling  Masonic  power,  though  com- 
posed exclusively  of  Masons,  has  attracted  the  fun-loving  element  and, 
more,  has  attracted  profanes  [it  is  currently  reported]  that  they  may 
become  eligible  for  the  serio-comic  Orders  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Nobility;  they  come  to  us  and  assume  the  beautiful  and  serious  obliga- 
tions, but  are  conspicuous  in  our  Blue  Lodges  by  their  absence. 

''Poor  attendance  in  the  Blue  Lodges,  Chapters  and  Commanderies 
is  not  disputed.  Loyal  members  have  expressed  their  views  as  to  the 
cause ;  it  is  intimated  that  if  the  lodge  services  were  more  attractive 
the  attendance  would  be  better;  this  may  be  brought  about  in  several 
ways,  and  while  we  may  see  the  way,  we  can  accomplish  it  only  by 
determined  and  altruistic  efforts  of  individuals.  Devotion  to  the  Order, 
more  than  to  the  individual,  will  do  much.  In  our  Masonic  acts  it  were 
better  than  we  banish  identity  of  the  individual,  especially  in  the  selec- 
tion of  office  bearers. 

"Masonic  Clubs,  now  becoming  popular,  are  unfettered  by  any 
ruling  Masonic  body  or  its  constitution.  They  have  come  into  existence 
for  purposes  of  pleasure,  entertainment  and  association.  The  Eite  of 
Memphis,  with  its  one  hundred  degrees,  amplified  its  existence  in  the 
same  way. ' ' 

M.'.  W.*.  William  W.  Jermane,  Grand  Master,  Washington. 
E.*.  W.'.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Grand  Secretary,  Washington. 


ENGLAND. 

1915. 

The  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  preceding  year  were  well 
attended,  although  neither  the  Grand  Master  nor  the  Pro-Grand  Master, 
Lord  Ampthill,  were  present.  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
His  Eoyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  was  absent  from  England 
serving  in  his  capacity  as  Governor-General  of  Canada,  and  Lord 
Am.pthill  was  serving  with  the  army  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

His  Eoyal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  Connaught  was  reelected  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and,  at  the  various  communications,  the 
reports  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes  and  the  reports  of  the  several 
other  Boards  were  duly  presented  and  adopted. 
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Large  appropriations  were  voted  for  the  relief  of  distressed  brother 
masons  in  foreign  lands,  battling  in  England's  cause.  The  matter  that 
was  naturally  uppermost  in  all  of  the  discussions  throughout  the  various 
Quarterly  Communications  was  the  life  and  death  struggle  in  which 
England  is  now  engaged,  and  in  which  every  British  subject  takes  a 
vital  interest,  and  this  paramount  subject  of  vital  interest  was  reflected 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  one  of  the  communications, 
it  was  moved: 

* '  That  each  Private  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  be  required  to  examine  the  cases  of  all  members  who 
are  of  German  birth,  to  call  upon  all  such  members  whose  retention  of 
membership  is  not  approved  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  other 
members  of  the  Lodge  to  resign,  and  failing  resignation,  to  forthwith 
exclude  such  members  from  membership;  or,  in  the  alternative: 

'  '■  That  on  the  termination  of  the  war  each  Private  Lodge  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  be  required  to  examine 
the  cases  of  all  members  who  are  of  German  birth,  to  refuse  permission 
to  such  members  to  resume  attendance  at  Lodge,  unless  the  resumption 
of  such  attendance  is  approved  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  other 
members  of  the  Lodge,  to  call  upon  all  members  of  German  birth  the 
resumption  of  whose  attendance  is  not  so  approved,  to  resign,  and  fail- 
ing resignation,  to  forthwith  exclude  such  members  from  membership. 

''The  immediate  withdrawal  of  this  Grand  Lodge's  recognition  of 
the  German  Grand  Lodges. 

"The  prohibition  of  the  reception  in  English  Lodges  of  alleged 
Masons  belonging  to  a  Lodge  under  any  German  Jurisdiction,  and  the 
prohibition  of  the  entry  of  English  Masons  into  any  Lodge  existing 
under  any  German  Jurisdiction. ' ' 

Prolonged  debate,  in  which  the  entire  subject  was  comprehensively 
discussed,  took  place,  and  this  was  adopted: 

' '  Grave  concern  has  been  occasioned  to  the  Board  since  the  out- 
break of  the  war  by  differences  which  have  arisen  in  certain  Lodges 
owing  to  the  presence  therein  of  Brethren  born  in  alien  enemy  countries. 
These  have  given  occasion  not  only  for, internal  dissention,  but  in  rare 
instances  for  proceedings  unauthorized  by  the  Book  of  Constitutions. 
The  Board  considers  that  the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Craft  being  disturbed,  it  is  necessary 
that  all  Brethren  of  German,  Austrian,  Hungarian  or  Turkish  birth 
should  be  required  by  Grand  Lodge  to  abstain  from  attendance  at  any 
Masonic  meeting  under  the  English  Jurisdiction  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  a  resolution  will  be  submitted  to  that  effect. ' ' 

England  is  battling  for  her  very  existence,  and  no  outside  juris- 
diction has  any  right  to  criticise,  as  some  Correspondents  have  done, 
whatever  action  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  may  see  fit  to  adopt  in 
support  of  the  general  obligation  of  common  defense. 

Recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine 
Islands. 
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FLORIDA. 
1916. 

87tli  Annual,  Jacksonville,  Jan.  18-19-20. 
Lodges,  233;  membership,  12,724;  gain,  663. 

The  87th  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
jurisdiction  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Most  Worshipful  Cephas  L. 
Wilson,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  opens  his  Annual  Address  with  attractive  meta- 
phor and  simile,  comparing  masonry  with  the  various  beautiful  phases 
of  nature,  etc.,  all  intended  to  exalt  our  institution  as  one  of  the  most 
benificent  powers  and  influences  established  among  humankind. 

The  Grand  Master  then  sets  forth  in  a  practical  way  the  usual 
Grand  Lodge  activities,  referring  with  a  glow  of  pride  to  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  jurisdiction,  mentioning,  among  other  things,  the  issu- 
ance of  dispensations  to  form  eight  new  lodges,  and  numerous  dispensa- 
tions to  place  corner  stones,  and  referring  particularly  to  a  Special  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
corner  stone  of  the  new  temple  of  St.  Petersburg  Lodge  No.  139. 

Apparently  a  large  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  to  ballot 
for  and  confer  degrees,  short  of  time,  a  form  of  dispensation  usually, 
we  believe,  discouraged,  and  as  a  rule  infrequently  granted  in  most 
jurisdictions. 

Of  the  so-called  rulings  or  decisions,  none,  we  believe,  were  of  more 
than  local  interest,  and  are  not,  therefore  quoted. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  Past  Grand 
Master  Wright,  reported  a  request  of  one  Eamon  Mendoza,  alleged 
Secretary  of  a  so-called  Eegional  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippines,  pro- 
testing against  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  recently  established,  and  requesting  recognition  for  the  body 
which  he  represented.  The  report  of  Brother  Wright  was  adverse  to  the 
pretensions  of  this  alleged  masonic  body  and  recognition  was  refused. 

Brother  Past  Grand  Master  Wright  presents  again  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  and,  as  is  usual  with  his  reports,  it  possesses 
great  excellence. 

He  again  discusses,  as  he  did  a  year  ago,  the  true  province  of  a 
Correspondence  Committee,  and,  in  his  judgment,  the  correct  position 
is  to  steer  a  middle  course  between  too  much  criticism  upon  the  one 
hand,  which  may  create  ill  feeling,  and  too  little  comment  on  the  other 
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hand,  whereby  intelligent  judgment  upon  disputed  masonic  questions  is 
not  arrived  at. 

This  is  what  he  says  upon  the  subject: 

' '  It  will  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  criticism  and  comment  which  a 
correspondent  should  make  touching  the  doings  of  other  Grand  Lodges. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  by  resolution,  expressly  limits  its  com- 
mittee to  simply  reporting  doings,  without  comment  or  criticism.  Per- 
haps Michigan  is  the  only  Grand  Lodge  that  expressly  prohibits  any 
comments  or  criticism,  but  many  others.  New  York,  for  instance,  follow 
practically  the  same  rule.  As  a  rule  all  of  the  really  prominent  Masonic 
Jurists,  like  Drummond,  of  Maine;  Bobbins,  of  Illinois;  Cunningham,  of 
Ohio,  and  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  all  deceased,  with  many  others  who  were  com- 
manding figures  in  the  Masonic  world,  and  who  were  correspondents,  all 
expressed  opinions  in  commenting  upon  what  they  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings and  doings  of  the  other  grand  bodies.  Much  of  the  law  of  today 
comes  from  their  comments  and  opinions  thus  expressed.  The  writer  of 
this  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  correct  position  is  undoubtedly  a  middle 
course.  While  it  is  a  fact  that  information  and  not  opinion  is  desired, 
yet  accurate  information  is  only  to  be  had  by  reasonable  discussion,  but 
comment  and  criticism  should  be  divested  of  everything  of  a  personal 
nature. 

Brother  Wright  reviews  California,  1914,  very  generously.  He  has 
some  kindly  comment  to  make  concerning  the  characteristic  of  California 
of  doing  everything  on  a  large  scale,  masonically  and  otherwise. 

M.'.  W.".  James  E.  Crane,  Grand  Master,  Tampa. 

R.*.  W.'.  WiLBER  P.  Webster,  Grand  Secretary,  Jacksonville. 


GEORGIA. 

1915. 

129th  Annual,  Macon,  Oct.  26,  27. 
Lodges,  661;  membership,  41,649;  gain,  1191. 

Most  Worshipful  N.  H.  Ballard  presided  at  the  opening  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  was  assisted  by  a  full  corps  of  Grand  Officers  and 
representatives  of  probably  six  hundred  of  the  chartered  lodges  of  the 
jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  opening  his  address,  exalts  the  character  of 
General  Oglethorpe,  the  Founder  of  Georgia,  in  the  following  eloquent 
words : 

''One  hundred  and  eighty-two  years  ago  there  landed  upon  Georgia 
soil  a  noble  man,  superb  in  knightly  deeds  and  great  in  his  love  for 
humanity.  He  looked  through  eyes  of  faith  to  a  time  and  a  country 
where  the  strong  would  not  and  could  not  oppress  the  weak;  where  no 
human  being  could  be  wrongfully  enslaved  and  deprived  of  his  natural 
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rights  and  liberties;  and  where  there  would  not  and  could  not  exist  the 
sale  or  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  the  evil  influence  of  which 
had  brought  thousands  to  untimely  graves,  wrecked  happy  homes,  blighted 
the  prospects  of  youth,  plucked  the  rose  from  women's  cheek  and  set  a 
seal  of  sorrow  there,  and  debauched  more  of  the  human  race  than  all 
other  evil  influences  combined, 

'^Long  before  the  illustrious  Oglethorpe  had  reached  the  end  of 
life 's  career,  he  saw  his  cherished  deams  vanish  as  a  shadow  and  con- 
tinued not.  He  witnessed,  with  heart-breaking  agony,  the  return  of  his 
beloved  Georgia,  ''as  a  hog  to  his  wallow,"  to  her  former  ways. 

''Would  that  our  noble  founder  could  but  witness  the  wonderful 
progress  his  own  Georgia  has  made  toward  the  realization  of  his  dreams. 
Imperial  Georgia,  lifting  aloft,  higher  than  her  mountain  tops,  that 
banner  of  white,  proclaiming  to  the  world  her  freedom  from  tyranny  of 
intemperance,  and  answering  in  no  uncertain  tone  the  prayers  of  Geor- 
gia's Motherhood  that  her  offspring  should  not  be  debauched  by  the 
legalized  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

"Not  only  did  the  spirit  of  Freemasonry  dwell  in  the  heart  of  the 
founder  of  our  State,  but  he,  himself,  was  an  ardent  Mason.  Many  of 
the  officers  whom  he  had  selected  to  assist  him  in  the  government  of  the 
Colony  were  Masons.  Thus  contemporaneous  with  the  Colony  of  Georgia 
was  Freemasonry  introduced. ' ' 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  businesslike  statement  of  his 

masonic  activities  within  the  year.  He  made  an  effort  to  visit  every 

section  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  apparently  with  a  very  large 
measure  of  success. 

Two  dispensations  were  granted  by  him  for  new  lodges.  Numerous 
corner  stone  ceremonies  were  held,  a  large  number  of  dispensations 
granted  for  various  purposes. 

He  received  within  the  year  two  thousand  requests  for  construction 
of  masonic  law,  and  sets  forth  about  twenty  of  these  requests  which  he 
considered  as  being  fairly  listed  under  the  head  of  ' '  decisions. ' '  None 
of  them,  however,  appear  to  be  of  more  than  local  importance. 

He  evidences  his  vast  pride  in  the  Masonic  Home  of  Georgia  in  the 
following  expressive  manner: 

'"  When  I  am  dead,'  said  Mary  of  England,  'upon  my  heart  will 
be  written  Calais. '  Upon  my  heart,  living  is  deeply  engraved  an  abiding 
love  for  the  Masonic  Home.  I  love  it  because  I  love  Masonry,  and  this 
Home  so  beautifully  illustrates  its  teachings.  I  want  to  see  it  grow, 
expand,  until  it  becomes  a  great  institution — the  pride  of  every  Mason 
in  Georgia. ' ' 

A  touch  of  eloquence  is  disclosed  in  Grand  Master  Ballard's  con- 
clusion, which  we  quote : 

"We  are  the  descendants  of  those  ancient  builders  whose  cunning 
hand  and  fertile  brain  have  filled  the  earth  with  most  wonderful  works 
of  art.    Marble  blocks  touched  by  their  chisel  speak  of  faith  and  hope, 
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and  granite  wrought  in  beautiful  forms  proclaim  their  profoundest  relig- 
ious conceptions." 

'  ^  The  hands  which  wrought,  and  the  fertile  brains  that  planned  these 
wondrous  works  of  art  have  long  since  perished  from  earth.  A  new  form 
of  expression  has  supplanted  the  costly  type  used  by  our  ancient  brethren. 
Ours  is  a  nobler  art,  for  we  build  in  the  hearts  of  men  a  living  temple, 
a  temple  of  truth  and  honor,  a  temple  as  enduring  as  Eternity  and  as 
everlasting  as  is  truth  itself.  Beautiful  Milan  shall  perish;  magnificent 
Cologne  shall  crumble  and  not  one  stone  be  left  upon  another;  the 
wintry  blast  shall  sing  a  sad  requiem  over  the  spot  where  now  stands 
glorious  York,  yet,  the  living  temple  which  Masonry  is  erecting  in  the 
hearts  of  men  shall  outlast  all  of  these.  For  an  angel's  wing  shall  not 
reach  its  journey's  end,  nor  an  angel's  eye  penetrate  its  extended  destiny. 
My  brethren,  we,  as  Masons,  have  a  glorious  past,  a  past  filled  with 
wonderful  achievements.  Let  this  be  to  us  an  ever-abiding  inspiration 
to  achieve  nobler  things  in  the  future.  Let  us  build  as  does  the 
Nautilus : 

' '  Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  O  my  soul. 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll! 

Leave  thy  low-vaulted  past! 
Let  each  new  temple,  nobler  than  the  last, 
Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast, 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 
Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life 's  unresting  sea !  ' ' 

Owing  to  the  present  crowded  condition  of  the  Masonic  Home, 
there  is  under  consideration  the  proposition  of  securing  another  location 
with  the  idea  of  transferring  the  Home  thereto,  and  a  committee  to 
make  investigations  along  these  lines  and  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Communication,  was  appointed. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Charles  L.  Bass,  presents  his  fourth  report  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  he 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  the  usual  Masonic  Jurisdictions,  in  which 
California,  1914,  has  an  honored  place.  He  refers  in  complimentary 
fashion  to  Grand  Master  Murphy's  address,  and  makes  liberal  quota- 
tions therefrom. 

He  remarks,  in  his  conclusion,  that  the  year,  so  far  as  he  has  been 
able  to  observe,  was  one  marked  by  tranquility  and  prosperity  with  but 
little  to  record  out  of  the  ordinary.  The  growth  of  masonry,  he  states, 
has  not  only  been  gratifying  but  surprising  as  the  year  preceding  had 
been,  in  some  respects,  one  of  uncertainty  and  unrest,  and  contempla- 
tion of  the  awful  war  across  the  seas^  has  made  more  manifest  to  our 
country  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  has  raised  in  the  hearts  of  the 
brethren  everywhere  a  profound  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe  for  the  blessings  we  enjoy. 

M.'.  W.".  N.  H.  Ballard,  Grand  Master,  Brunswick. 
E.*.  W.'.  W.  A.  WoLiHiN,  Grand  Secretary,  Macon. 
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IDAHO. 
1915. 

48th  Annual,  Boise,  Sept.  14-15-16. 
Lodges,  64;  membersMp,  4,640;  gain,  227. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Andrew  Christen- 
son.  Grand  Master.  Eleven  Grand  Officers  were  present,  eight  Past 
Grand  Masters;  and  representatives  from  49  of  the  64  lodges  in  the 
Jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master's  Address  is  a  straight-forward  statement  of  his 
official  acts  during  the  year.  Three  new  lodges  were  constituted  that 
had  received  charters  at  the  previous  annual  communication. 

Various  interpretations  of  the  Masonic  law  of  the  Jurisdiction  were 
rendered  by  him,  and  he  otherwise  discharged  in  a  capable  manner  the 
functions  of  his  high  office. 

He  refers  in  his  report  to  the  somewhat  prevalent  practice  in  cer- 
tain Grand  Jurisdictions  of  electioneering  and  "log-rolling"  for  office 
in  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge.  He  regards  this  practice  as  degrading  to 
the  institution  of  masonry  and  robbing  the  fraternity  of  one  of  its 
greatest  glories  in  that  the  spirit  of  the  Institution  is  above  the  sordid- 
ness  of  selfish  aims. 

This  jurisdiction  having  a  membership  of  less  than  5000,  has 
accumulated  an  Orphans  Fund,  amounting  to  $76,323.45,  from  the  income 
of  which  disbursements  are  made  to  orphans,  indigent  masons,  and 
widows  of  deceased  masons,  amounting  last  year  to  $2581,50,  certainly 
a  magnificent  work  for  a  jurisdiction  numerically  no  larger  than  that 
of  Idaho. 

By  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  additional  safeguards  were 
thrown  about  the  care  and  investment  of  this  Fund  whereby  it  is  fully 
protected  from  loss  through  improper  investments. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  Most 
Worshipful  George  E.  Knepper,  who  is  now  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  presents  his  fourteenth  annual  report,  which 
is  filled  with  discriminating  and  interesting  comment.  California  fails 
to  find  a  place  in  his  report,  our  1914  Proceedings  apparently  having 
failed  to  reach  him. 

M.".  W.*.  Francis  Jenkins,  Grand  Master,  Moscow. 
E.'.  W.*.  Geo.  E.  Knepper,  Grand  Secretary,  Boise. 
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ILLINOIS. 

1915. 

76th  Annual,  Chicago,  Oct.  12-13-14. 
Lodges,  837;  membership,  139,271;  gain,  7,366. 

Preceding  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  there  was  a 
musical  program  delightfully  rendered  by  certain  members  of  the  Craft. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Henry  T.  Burnap,  who  at  the  opening  of  his  address  announces 
glad  tidings  to  the  fraternity  in  that  at  the  close  of  the  second  year  of 
his  administration  as  Grand  Master  increasing  prosperity  and  con- 
tinued harmony"  obtain  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Masonic  year  preceding  was  a  busy  one  for  the  Grand  Master, 
the  increasing  number  of  lodges  and  the  phenomenal  addition  to  mem- 
bership, resulting  in  a  vast  increase  in  the  labors  of  the  head  of  the 
fraternity. 

Feeling  reference  is  made  by  him  to  the  death  within  the  year  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Edward  Cook,  who  was  a  prominent  figure 
for  a  great  many  years  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and  whose  influence  was 
pronounced  in  all  of  the  important  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Body  in 
the  generation  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  also  to  the  death  of  Brother  John  Chas. 
Black,  Grand  Orator.  He  served  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  capacity  at 
the  Annual  Communication  of  1894-5. 

Dispensations  to  form  twelve  new  lodges  were  granted  within  the 
year.  Grand  Lodge  ceremonies  for  the  dedication  of  six  masonic  halls 
took  place  and  six  corner  stones  of  public  buildings  were  laid  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  with  masonic  honors. 

Apparently  the  only  decision  rendered  by  the  Grand  Master,  aside 
from  a  few  unquestioned  interpretations  of  masonic  law,  was  concern- 
ing whether  a  lodge  might  lawfully  provide  and  maintain  in  apartments 
adjoining  its  place  of  meeting,  so-called  Club  Eooms,  where  members 
might  spend  leisure  hours  in  reading,  or  the  enjoyment  of  games  or 
other  amusements  in  themselves  unobjectionable.  His  decision  was  to 
the  effect  that  such  places,  if  conducted,  within  reasonable  limitations, 
being  closed  during  all  sessions  of  the  lodge,  and  such  rooms  as  were 
used  as  reading  rooms  only  to  be  opened  on  Sunday,  that  a  lodge  might 
lawfully  maintain  such  apartments.  Unquestionably  a  very  sensible 
decision  which  was  endorsed  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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The  most  important  and  interesting  event  of  the  year,  and  in  some 
respects,  it  is  stated,  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois,  took  place  on  the  grounds  of  the  Masonic  Home  at  Sullivan  on 
Monday,  July  5th^  the  occasion  being  the  dedication  of  the  new  Eoyal 
Arch  Memorial  Hospital.  In  other  words,  the  dedication  of  a  magnifi- 
cently equipped  and  thoroughly  modern  hospital  in  every  respect,  donated 
by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Eoyal  Arch  masons  of  Illinois,  a  building  and 
equipment  representing  an  investment  of  more  than  $50,000,  a  gift  of 
the  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter  of  Illinois,  and  certainly  a  magnificent  offering 
by  this  fine  body  of  masons  to  this  high  form  of  charity. 

The  Masonic  Homes  of  Illinois  continue  to  be  administered  with 
unusual  ability.  There  are  now  housed  at  the  Orphans'  Home  at  La 
Grange,  with  its  sheltering  care,  94  children  who  are  being  carefully 
reared  to  become  useful  members  of  society,  and  at  the  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  at  Sullivan  150,  or  thereabouts,  are  kindly  cared  for. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  approvingly  to  the  George  Washington 
Masonic  Memorial  Association  and  bespeaks  for  it  the  support  and 
endorsement  of  his  Grand  Lodge. 

Acknowledgment  is  referred  to  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  tender 
of  assistance  by  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  of  California  in  connection  with 
the  river  disaster  in  Chicago  when  the  steamer  Eastland  overturned  in 
Chicago  Eiver,  causing  the  loss  of  hundreds  of  lives.  Grand  Master 
Burnap  gratefully  acknowledged  the  generous  tender  of  assistance  by 
Grand  Master  Bledsoe  but  stated  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  could 
no  doubt  give  such  assistance  as  might  be  called  for.  The  tender  of  aid 
was  none  the  less  appreciated,  and  the  generosity  of  California  masons, 
which  is  proverbial,  was  gratefully  recognized. 

A  distinguished  visitor  in  the  person  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
Brother  William  M.  Anderson  of  Oklahoma  was  received  with  the  usual 
honors.  In  acknowledgement  the  courtesy  of  his  reception,  he  announced 
his  pride  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  where,  it  appears,  he  was  born,  and 
great  praise  was  accorded  by  him  to  the  wonderful  jurisdiction  of 
Illinois. 

The  Proceedings  recorded  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Orator  Brother 
Delmar  D.  Darrah,  delivered  the  annual  oration,  which  met  the  enthu- 
siastic approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  extended  by  rising  vote  its 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  scholarly  and  eloquent  effort.  An  order 
was  made  to  print  the  oration  in  the  Proceedings,  but  through  some 
misunderstanding  between  the  Grand  Orator  and  the  stenograhpic  re- 
porter, the  oration  was  not  taken  down,  and  the  Grand  Orator  was 
unable  to  furnish  a  copy,  hence  we  are  deprived  of  the  privilege  and 
pleasure  of  reading  the  production. 
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Dispensations  were  granted  for  twelve  new  lodges,  and  to  illustrate 
the  strength  of  these  new  lodges,  let  it  be  noted  that  the  charter  roll  of 
Sincerity  lodge,  one  of  the  new  lodges  started  in  the  City  of  Chicago, 
contained  three  hundred  names;  another  lodge  had  one  hundred  and  nine 
members  to  begin  with;  another,  one  hundred  thirty-seven,  and  still 
another — Brotherhood  Lodge —  three  hundred  and  nine  names,  as  charter 
members. 

We  have  thought  in  California,  if  a  lodge  started  with  a  hundred 
charter  members,  such  as  the  Charter  Eock  Lodge  in  Berkeley,  it  was 
having  a  magnificent  start,  but  lodges  with  an  initial  membership  of 
more  than  three  hundred  are  certainly  ' '  some  infants ' 

At  this  Annual  Communication  806  lodges  were  represented,  and 
only  31  out  of  the  entire  jurisdiction  that  did  not  have  representatives 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  is  an  evidence  of  masonic  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm that  in  a  measure  accounts  for  the  wonderful  progress  of  this 
great  masonic  jurisdiction.. 

The  report  on  Masonic  Correspondence  is  from  the  gifted  pen  of 
Most  Worshipful  Owen  Scott,  ''Eeviewer"  as  it  is  termed.  In  his 
introduction,  he  estimates  the  total  masonic  membership  in  the  world 
as  2,221,999,  a  net  increase  for  the  year  of  54,910.  He  states  that 
these  figures  are  based  upon  official  sources,  except  in  a  few  rare 
instances.  We  presume,  for  instance,  that  the  membership  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  no  more  than  an  estimate,  because  so  far 
as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  this  Grand  Lodge  does  not  give  figures 
as  to  lodges  and  membership.  We  observe  that  Brother  Scott  credits 
England  with  3160  lodges,  with  a  total  estimated  membership  of 
210,000. 

Concerning  the  conditions  brought  about  by  the  war  whereby 
members  of  masonic  lodges  in  England  of  German  birth  or  parentage 
and  vice  versa  members  of  masonic  lodges  in  Germany  of  English 
birth  or  parentage  are  denied  the  right  to  visit  their  own  lodges  in 
these  times  of  war,  Brother  Scott  has  this  to  say: 

^'That  the  terrible,  inhuman  conflict  in  Europe  would  bring  dis- 
order and  chaos  was  inevitable.  Forms,  rules  and  customs  have  been 
wrecked.  In  this  tumult  masonry  could  not  escape.  In  England,  men 
of  foreign  birth,  though  British  citizens,  have,  by  action  of  the  grand 
lodges  been  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  attending  meetings  of  their 
own  lodges.  Those  born  in  Germany,  Austria,  Hungary  or  Turkey, 
nations  at  war  against  the  Allies^  are  debarred  from  attending  English 
masonic  bodies  during  the  war.  In  some  cases  they  have  been  members 
of  local  lodges  for  half  a  life  time,  but  the  fact  of  alien  birth  casts 
them  out.  Of  course  there  is  no  right,  except  that  of  might,  for  such 
action.  To  avoid  discord  and  strife  this  course  was  adopted.  For 
further  details,  see  under  England." 
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Self-preservation  is  not  only  the  first  law  of  nature,  but  it  is  the 
first  law  of  national  politics,  and  we  presume  is  paramount  to  all 
other  laws,  and  it  is,  of  course,  the  law  of  self-preservation  in  a  na- 
tional sense  that  has  brought  about  this  unmasonic  condition  where 
the  Brotherhood  of  masonry  is  at  least  temporarily  sub-merged  and 
made  to  yield  to  the  law  of  national  expediency  and  preservation. 

Brother  Scott  reviews  Califonia,  1914.  He  quotes  from  the 
address  and  opinions  of  Past  Grand  Master  Murphy.  He  praises  the 
oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  William  H.  Waste.  He  considers  ' '  a 
doubtful  precedent"  the  presentation  of  a  ''solid  silver  service"  to 
the  retiring  Grand  Master,  and  looks  upon  this  as  in  a  sense  com- 
mercial and  mercenary.  He  approves  the  idea  of  a  Gand  Master's 
jewel  as  a  token  to  the  retiring  Grand  Master,  but,  as  stated,  thinks 
the  presentation  of  a  solid  silver  service  to  the  retiring  Grand  Master 
unmasonic  or  unwise,  from  which  conclusion,  we  presume,  it  will  be 
conceded  that  we,  and  perhaps  others,  may  dissent. 

M.*.  W.'.  Ealph  H.  Wheeler,  Grand  Master,  Chicago. 
E.'.  W.'.  Isaac  Cutter,  Grand  Secretary,  Camp  Point. 

INDIANA. 
1916. 

99th  Year,  Indianapolis,  May  23. 
Lodges,  560;  membership,  73,720;  gain,  3,706. 

Preliminary  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  an  open 
session  was  held  consisting  of  a  program  of  music  and  an  address  by 
Past  Master  L.  Ert  Slack  upon  the  spirit  of  masonry. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which  a  full  corps  of 
Grand  Officers  was  present,  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Masters, 
and  Eepresentatives  of  554  of  the  556  chartered  lodges,  then  took  place. 

The  Grand  Master  Charles  P.  Benedict  presented  his  Annual 
Address  or  ''Allocution",  as  it  appears  to  be  called  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, although  it  differs  in  no  respect  from  the  ordinary  Grand 
Master's  address,  wherein  the  Grand  Master  reports  a  most  gratify- 
ing condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  State;  he  duly  constituted 
the  lodges  that  received  their  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual 
Communication;  he  lists  the  lodges  to  which  he  had  granted  dispen- 
sations within  the  year  preceding;  he  gives  a  memorandum  of  Grand 
Lodge  ceremonies  performed  within  the  year;  also  masonic  halls  dedi- 
cated, and  otherwise  enumerates  the  usual  official  acts  performed  by 
the  Grand  Master. 
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The  Grand  Master  calls  attention  to  tlie  fact  that  in  1918,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  will  pass  the  century  mark  of  its  existence, 
and  recommends  that  suitable  arrangements  be  made  to  fittingly  cele- 
brate that  great  event. 

The  Grand  Master  was  active  in  visitations  to  subordinates  within 
the  year,  very  much  to  be  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  various  lodges. 
He  gives  the  Washington  Memorial  Association  the  stamp  of  his  ap- 
proval and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  Gand  Lodge  will  take  some 
favourable  action  looking  to  helpful  cooperation  in  that  worthy 
enterprise. 

Under  the  caption  of  decisions",  he  states  that  numerous  ques- 
tions arose  during  the  year,  but  in  every  case  determination  was  made 
by  reference  to  the  Rules  and  Eegulations. 

In  concluding  his  excellent  address,  he  states  that  he  is  in  no 
sense  fearful  of  the  future  of  masonry,  that  while  certain  character- 
istics may  change  to  some  extent,  the  fundamental  truths  will  abide. 
In  his  opinion,  masonry  is  '^pure  gold  and  needs  no  alloy",  and  there- 
fore he  is  inclined  to  discourage  the  addition  of  the  ' '  club  feature ' ' 
used  in  some  jurisdictions  to  emphasize  social  benefits  and,  in  his 
opinion  such  additions,  though  based  upon  a  seeming  demand,  will 
only,  weaken  our  Ancient  Institution. 

There  is  in  process  of  erection  in  this  jurisdiction  masonic  home 
buildings  for  the  housing  of  the  Home  system,  recently  adopted. 
Something  in  excess  of  $200,000,  money  actually  in  hand,  was  appro- 
priated for  the  creation  of  the  home  plant,  and  of  this  $200,000,  about 
$125,000  has  been  expended  in  the  buildings  now  approaching  com- 
pletion, and  it  is  expected  that  within  a  year,  the  Home  will  be  open 
for  the  reception  of  guests. 

A  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  exists  in  this  jurisdiction  over  the 
home  project,  and  we  doubt  not  that  Indiana  will  take  its  place  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  American  jurisdictions  that  have  adopted  the 
'^Home  System"  as  a  means  of  administering  this  form  of  masonic 
benificence. 

Decided  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of 
Indiana  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  in  the  so-called  ' '  study  side ' ' 
of  masonry.  Special  Grand  Lodge  committees  have  been  appointed 
to  carry  on  this  work  among  the  subordinate  lodges,  and  much  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  have  been  awakened. 

This,  we  may  say,  is  a  subject  that  is  not  only  arousing  interest 
in  this  jurisdiction  but  in  many  of  our  American  jurisdictions  as  well, 
and  it  is  a  subject  that  may  very  properly  appeal  to  all  American 
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jurisdictions  to  the  end  that  the  vast  army  of  American  masons  may 
be  the  best  informed  masons  in  the  world,  and  have  an  appreciation,  not 
only  of  the  ethical  value  of  masonic  principles  and  precepts,  but  also 
a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  lore  and  literature  of  masonry. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  response  to  inquiries  so  often  addressed 
to  him  relative  to  what  constitute  the  ''land-marks"  in  masonry,  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  what  in  Indiana  may  be  regarded  as  essential 
land-marks,  and  inasmuch  as  this  is  a  subject  in  which  we  are  all  more 
or  less  interested,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  enumerate  what  the  Grand 
Secretary  considers  as  masonic  land-marks: 

' '  There  has  been  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion  among  Masonic 
writers  as  to  what  and  what  are  not  absolutely  landmarks.  In  some 
jurisdictions  they  are  restricted  to  the  obligation,  signs,  tokens  and 
words.  Others  include  the  ceremonies  of  initiation,  passing  and  rais- 
ing and  the  form,  dimensions  and  support,  ornaments,  furniture  and 
jewels  or  their  symbols.  In  others  they  regard  nothing  as  a  landmark 
beyond  the  peculiar  secrets. 

''The  first  requisite  to  a  landmark  is  a  custom  or  rule  of  action 
that  must  have  existed  from  time  immemorial.  Its  integrity  is  its 
essential  element." 

***** 

"The  mode  of  Masonic  recognition  is  of  all  landmarks  the  most 
unquestioned. 

' '  The  division  of  symbolic  Masonry  into  three  degrees  is  a  land- 
mark and  has  been  preserved  without  question. 

"The  legend  of  the  third  degree  is  an  important  landmark,  the 
integrity  of  which  is  one  of  the  essential  and  important  lessons  in  our 
work. 

"History  tells  us  there  is  no  rite  of  Masonry  practiced  in  any 
country  or  language  in  which  the  essential  elements  of  the  legend  are 
not  taught. 

The  government  of  the  fraternity  by  a  presiding  officer  called  a 
Grand  Master,  who  is  elected  from  the  body  of  the  craft,  is  a  land- 
mark of  the  order,  though  under  different  titles  in  earlier  years.  The 
prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  preside  over  every  assembly  of  the 
craft  wheresoever  and  whensoever  held  is  also  a  landmark.  It  is  not 
from  spcial  enactment  that  the  Grand  Master  assumes  the  chair,  which 
in  England  is  called  the  ' '  Throne. ' ' 

' '  The  necessity  and  privilege  of  Masons  to  congregate  in  Lodges 
is  a  recognized  landmark  and  the  government  of  the  brethren  when 
so  congregated  as  a  Lodge  is  also  regarded  as  a  landmark.  The  neces- 
sity that  a  Lodge  when  congregated  should  be  tiled  is  a  landmark  of 
the  institution  and  is  never  neglected. 

"It  is  a  landmark  of  the  order  that  no  visitor  unknown  to  the 
brethren  present  or  to  some  one  of  them  as  a  Mason  can  enter  a  Lodge 
without  first  passing  an  examination  according  to  ancient  usage. 
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''Certain  qualifications  of  a  candidate  for  initiation  are  derived 
from  a  landmark  which  says  that  he  shall  be  a  man,  unmiitilated,  free 
born  and  of  mature  age. 

''The  belief  in  the  existence  of  God  as  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
Universe  is  one  of  the  most  important  landmarks  of  the  order. 

"The  book  of  the  law  constitutes  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
furniture  of  every  Lodge  and  is  unquestionably  a  landmark.  It  is  not 
necessarily  the  Old  and  New  Testament  but  the  book  of  the  law  is 
meant  that  volume  which  by  the  religion  of  the  country  is  believed 
to  contain  the  revealed  will  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe. 
In  all  Christian  countries  the  book  of  the  law  is  the  Old  and  New 
Testament. ' ' 

The  so-called  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Annual  Communication,  and  a  number  of  splendid  masonic  addresses 
were  made  upon  that  occasion. 

Most  Worshipful  Elmer  F.  Gay,  Past  Grand  Master,  submits  his 
third  annual  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  foreign  jurisdictions.  Cali- 
fornia, 1915,  is  considered  with  complimentary  reference  to  the  report 
of  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Bledsoe,  and  approving  comment 
concerning  our  Masonic  Homes  and  Boards  of  Eelief.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  our  "overhead"  Grand  Lodge  administration  expense 
is  large  in  comparison  with  the  smaller  expense  in  Indiana.  This  is  a 
matter  of  domestic  regulation  in  each  jurisdiction,  and  we  may  say 
that  the  California  standard  of  living  and  expense  in  general  is  con- 
siderably higher  than  the  standard  of  most  Eastern  States,  and  so 
long  as  California  is  satisfied,  we  presume  it  is  not  a  matter  of  vital 
concern  to  any  one  else. 

M.'.  W.'.  Harry  B.  Tuthill,  Grand  Master,  Michigan  City, 
K.*.  W.*.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Grand  Scretary,  Indianapolis. 

IOWA. 

1916. 

73rd  Annual,  Davenport,  June  13. 
Lodges,  522;  membership,  53,969;  gain,  2,184. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worship- 
ful Frank  Seward  Moses,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and,  as 
usual  in  this  jurisdiction,  a  program  of  Welcome  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  carried  out,  previous  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Body. 

Brother  Moses'  Annual  Address  was  businesslike  and  compre- 
hensive, in  keeping  with  the  magnificent  character  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  for  which  he,  in  the  preceding  year,  stood  sponser. 
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In  the  opening  portion  of  his  address,  he  calls  attention  to  the 
foundation  of  our  government  by  our  masonic  forefathers,  who  were, 
in  fact,  the  founders  of  the  Eepublic,  and  they  inaugurated  a  govern- 
ment built  upon  the  masonic  precepts  of  Equality,  Liberty  and  Fra- 
ternity, a  country  which  they  framed  with  the  idea  that  it  should 
afford  a  welcome  to  all  who  believed  in  those  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, and  to  perpetuate  these  principles,  the  American  people  and  the 
institution  of  Freemasonry  are  at  this  date  striving  that  this  govern- 
ment of  the  people  and  by  the  people  may  be  preserved  for  remote 
posterity. 

The  Grand  Master  recounts  the  very  great  pleasure  which  came 
to  him  upon  the  occasion  of  the  official  visit  which  he  paid  to  the 
brethren  of  Burlington  in  commemoration  of  the  75th  anniversary  of 
the  first  regular  lodge  in  Iowa,  and  from  that  initial  step,  taken  by 
eleven  dauntless  and  faithful  brethren,  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa,  with  its  55,000  masons,  has  been  evolved,  and,  in  a  sense, 
masonry  is  still  in  its  infancy  in  this  wonderful  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  mentions  the  constitution  of  the  two  lodges 
that  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual  Communication,  and 
refers  to  the  Masonic  enthusiasm  with  which  these  lodges  have  entered 
upon  their  careers  of  usefulness. 

Especial  pleasure  is  expressed  by  the  Grand  Master  in  mentioning 
the  large  number  of  dispensations  issued  by  him  for  new  lodges,  not 
especially  because  the  number  was  unusual  but  because  they  repre- 
sented in  each  case  a  genuine  demand  for  the  light  which  masonry 
brings  in  the  several  communities  where  the  lodges  were  established, 
and,  beginning  under  such  favorable  auspices,  he  ventures  the  opinion 
that  they  will  each  fulfil  a  splendid  masonic  destiny. 

Numerous  dedications  of  masonic  halls  were  made  by  him;  a  large 
number  of  corner  stones  were  placed,  and  otherwise  the  year  was  one 
of  marked  activity. 

There  is  perhaps  a  minor  note  in  his  Address  of  unfulfilled  hope, 
in  that  the  Grand  Charity  Fund,  the  noblest  masonic  activity  of  the 
jurisdiction,  is  not  receiving  the  full  measure  of  support  which  should 
be  accorded  to  it  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  he  voices  the  hope  that  this 
magnificent  charity  may  receive  perhaps  a  more  cordial,  concerted 
support  by  all  the  lodges  and  brethren,  than  has  been  recently  ac- 
corded to  it,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  have  sufficient  annual  reve- 
nue to  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  all  worthy  applicants. 

The  Grand  Charity  Fund  in  this  jurisdiction  has  always  been  a 
source  of  especial  pride,  and  with  the  Masonic  Library,  are  the  out- 
standing features  of  Iowa  masonry,  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  breth- 
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ren  of  Iowa  need  only  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Master  to  bring 
the  Grand  Charity  Fund  up  to  the  high  point  of  efficiency  which  he 
bespeaks  for  it. 

The  Library  and  the  study  side  of  masonry,  as  outstanding  fea- 
tures of  this  jurisdiction,  receive  the  attention  and  consideration  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  are  commended  to  the  continued  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

One  or  two  so-called  decisions  of  a  local  character  were  rendered 
by  the  Grand  Master,  and  he  is  inclined  to  be  what  we  would  call 
conservative  in  these  modern  days  upon  the  subject  of  ' '  physical 
qualifications",  believing  that  we  should  still  exercise  care  to  see  that 
those  who  enter  masonry  shall  be  physically  as  nearly  perfect  as 
possible. 

The  Grand  Master  very  properly  condemns  all  forms  of  'Apolitical 
advertising"  and  we  presume  there  will  be  no  disagreement  with  him 
as  to  the  propriety  of  administering  suitable  discipline  to  those  who 
resort  to  the  use  of  masonry  to  advance  their  political  interests. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand  Librarian  are 
models  of  excellence  and  orderly  arrangement,  containing,  as  they  do, 
compact  and  concise  information,  touching  the  subjects  of  which  they 
treat,  and  are  simply  features  which  make  the  Eeport  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  unique,  in  many  respects  for  its  excellence. 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the 
gifted  Louis  Block,  Past  Grand  Master.  It  is  a  volume  of  250  pages 
of  masonic  information,  in  which  he  reviews  with  rare  intelligence  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  in  which  Califor- 
nia, 1915,  Grand  Master  Bledsoe  presiding,  is  treated  with  extreme 
generosity,  with  particularly  complimentary  reference  to  Grand  Mas- 
ter's Address,  and  with  liberal  quotations  therefrom. 

M.'.  W.'.  Thomas  Arthur,  Grand  Master,  Logan. 

E.*.  W.'.  Newton  R.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary,  Cedar  Rapids. 

IRELAND. 

1915. 

At  the  Stated  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  held  in  Dublin 
on  St.  John,  the  Evangelist's  Day,  Dec.  27,  1915,  the  Grand  Master, 
the  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  was  absent  from  the  jurisdiction  but  sent 
a  letter  of  greeting  and  good  will,  which  was  read  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Secretary,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  said: 
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''I  feel  that  we  may  all  congratulate  ourselves  on  what  Free- 
masonry has  done  in  Ireland  during  1915.  In  spite  of  the  anxieties 
inseparable  from  such  a  war  as  we  are  engaged  in,  anxieties  which  I 
feel  sure  every  one  of  our  Brethren  must  have  shared  in,  and  in  spite 
of  consequent  inordinate  public  and  private  pre-occupations,  the  Order 
has  been  as  active  as  ever,  and  the  great  duties  we  undertake  have 
been  kept  in  special  prominence  before  us  all.  I  thank  the  Brethren 
warmly  for  what  they  have  done,  and  am  more  than  proud  to  continue 
to  be  associated  with  them,  and  I  wish  them  all  well  during  the  year 
1916  which  is  before  us.'' 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  delivered  an  address  devoted  largely 
to  a  statement  of  the  causes,  as  understood  by  him,  leading  up  to  the 
great  war  then  in  progress  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  which  he 
naturally  attributed  the  blame  for  the  awful  conflict  to  the  ambitious 
designs  of  Germany,  and,  he  voiced  the  prevailing  opinion  that  Eng- 
land and  her  allies  are  battling  in  the  cause  of  civilization  and  liberty 
and  that  their  success  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  cause  of  human 
freedom. 

Eeference  is  made  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  to  the  so-called 
Masonic  War  Eelief  Association  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
which  our  Brother  W.  D.  Melish  of  Cincinnati  is  the  head,  and  he  ex- 
pressed the  appreciation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  upon  the  allot- 
ment of  the  war  relief  funds  accorded  to  the  Irish  Jurisdiction. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  list  of  Grand  Officers,  all  of  the 
Grand  Officers  being  reelected. 

It  is  stated  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  had  been  unable 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  frequently  as  in  former 
years,  having  been  engaged  for  the  greater  part  of  the  preceding 
year  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Eed  Cross  Society  with  the  British 
Expeditionary  force  in  France. 

Notwithstanding  the  strain  and  stress  placed  upon  the  country 
because  of  the  existing  war,  masonry,  nevertheless,  was  prospering, 
particular  attention  being  drawn  to  the  fact  that  six  new  lodges  were 
founded  within  the  preceding  year,  two  being  attached  to  the  military 
corps. 

A  resolution  was  passed  recommending  to  the  subordinate  lodges 
that  dues  be  remitted  of  all  members  on  the  active  service. 

The  masonic  charities  of  the  jurisdiction  are  well  maintained,  and 
the  great  work  of  masonry  goes  uninterruptedly  forward  in  Ireland, 
notwithstanding  the  great  European  crisis. 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


39 


KANSAS. 
1916. 

60th  Annual,  Topeka,  Feb.  16-17. 
Lodges,  412;  membership,  44,062;  gain,  1,650. 

The  60th  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most 
Worshipful  William  L.  Burdick^  Grand  Master.  He  refers  in  the 
opening  paragraph  of  his  report  to  the  small  beginnings  which  masonry 
had  in  Kansas  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
Leavenworth  in  1856,  and  by  contrast,  shows  the  magnificent  propor- 
tions to  which  the  organization  has  grown  in  the  sixty  years  of  its 
existence,  possessing  more  than  400  subordinate  lodges,  and  with  a 
membership  rapidly  approaching  50,000. 

He  refers  with  feeling  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  the  Eight 
Worshipful  Brother  Erasmus  T.  Carr,  Junior  Grand  Warden  as  far 
back  as  1851,  and  Grand  Secretary  from  1861-71.  He  was  the  oldest 
Kansas  made  mason  on  the  rolls  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  having  been 
made  a  mason  in  the  very  year  that  the  Grand  Lodge  was  instituted. 
It  was  said  in  the  official  circular  of  the  Grand  Lodge  issued  upon  his 
death  as  a  Memorial  to  be  read  in  all  of  the  lodges,  that  he  stood  alone 
for  many  years  as  the  only  survivor  of  the  pioneers  of  masonry  in 
Kansas. 

Eeference  is  made  also  by  the  Grand  Master  to  the  death  within 
the  year  of  Past  Grand  Master  David  B.  Puller,  and  as  an  especially 
mournful  event,  the  death  of  Alfred  W.  Benson,  who  only  one  year 
before  stood  before  the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  Annual  Communication  as 
its  Grand  Orator,  and  by  his  earnest  eloquence  made  vivid  the  spirit 
of  his  beautiful  address,  which  was  entitled  ''A  Vision  of  Life  and 
Brotherhood ' 

In  our  review  of  Kansas  one  year  ago,  we  referred  to  the  oration 
of  Brother  Benson  as  one  of  moving  interest,  in  which  was  manifested 
a  high  order  of  talent,  and  a  genuine  display  of  the  true  spirit  of 
masonry. 

Within  the  year  nine  corner  stones  were  laid  under  Masonic 
auspices,  six  new  lodges  were  constituted,  and  otherwise  the  year  was 
one  of  decided  activity.  The  Grand  Master  refers  in  his  address  with 
marked  approval  to  the  George  Washington  Masonic  National  Memorial 
Association,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  recommendation,  the  Grand  Lodge 
appropriated  at  this  session  the  sum  of  $500  in  aid  of  that  laudable 
enterprise. 

Decisions,  or  official  opinions,  were  rendered  in  only  two  cases, 
and  one  of  those  of  a  purely  local  character,  and  the  other  to  the 
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effect  that  it  was  not  in  harmony  with  masonic  usages  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  lay  a  corner  stone  on  Sunday.  This  decision  is  no  doubt  in 
accordance  with  masonic  sentiment,  in  this  country  at  least. 

Especial  praise  is  rendered  by  the  Grand  Master  to  the  Masonic 
Home  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  which  now  has  a  home  family  of  ninety- 
nine,  consisting  of  twenty-nine  men,  twenty  women,  thirty  boys  and 
twenty  girls.  The  Superintendent  and  Matron  of  the  Home,  Brother 
James  and  Sister  Mary  Snedden,  who  had  for  fifteen  years  presided 
over  the  Home  circle,  were,  because  of  failing  health,  required  to  sur- 
render their  positions,  which  they  had  filled  with  such  a  remarkable 
degree  of  satisfaction  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge  voiced 
the  sorrow  and  regret  of  the  entire  Fraternity  of  Kansas  at  the  mis- 
fortunes with  which  Brother  Snedden  and  his  wife  had  been  visited, 
and  the  consequent  loss  which  the  Home  had  suffered,  because  of  their 
enforced  retirement. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  Home  as,  in  a  way,  a  monument 
to  Kansas  masonry,  which  stands  in  the  City  of  Wichita;  but  gives 
expression  to  the  deeper  thought  that  while  this,  in  a  sense,  is  true, 
yet  the  soul  and  spirit  that  inspire  and  make  possible  this  monument 
are  in  the  loving,  unselfish  hearts  of  the  masons  of  Kansas,  and  that 
this  is  higher  even  than  the  visible  monument  which  can  be  seen  by  all. 

In  his  peroration,  the  Grand  Master  gives  expression  to  some  of 
the  most  exalted  sentiments  concerning  masonry,  which  we  have  re- 
cently encountered,  which  justifies  this  extended  quotation: 

''We  should  ever  remember  that  Masonry  is  not  a  mere  social 
organization,  not  a  mere  fraternal  order,  but  that  it  is  the  oldest, 
noblest,  most  dignified,  and  most  exalted  association  of  men  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  It  is  not  mere  ritualistic,  mere  cant  that  pro- 
claims this  Organization  more  ancient  than  the  Golden  Fleece  or  the 
Roman  Eagle,  and  more  honorable  than  the  Star  and  Garter,  because 
it  is  both  historically  and  ethically  true.  If  your  notion  of  Masonry 
is  that  it  is  merely  one  of  many  social  or  fraternal  lodge-systems  cor- 
rect it.  If  your  notion  of  Masonry  is  that  its  mission  is  the  propaga- 
tion of  fanatical  doctrines,  or  the  opposition  of  any  particular  eccle- 
siastical influence,  you  are  absolutely  mistaken.  If  your  notion  of 
Masonry  is  that  it  has  accepted  you  as  a  member  because  you  are  of 
commercial,  political,  or  personal  importance,  you  are  in  error.  If 
your  notion  of  Masonry  is  that  it  unrighteously  protects  its  members 
who  have  wickedly  violated  human  law,  you  need  to  be  admonished 
that  Masonry  will  knowingly  tolerate  no  such  member  within  its  ranks. 
If  the  notion  of  any  non-Mason  is  that  Masonry  is  an  unholy  alliance 
of  men  bound  together  by  secret  oaths  for  the  purpose  of  unlawful 
advantage  or  gain,  or  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  plans  or  schemes 
of  disloyalty,  dishonor,  or  injustice  against  church,  State,  or  any  law- 
ful organization,  such  one  is  merely  entertaining  the  false,  wicked,  and 
pernicious  calumnies  of  Masonry's  enemies. 

''If,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  your  notion  of  Masonry  is  that 
it  is  a  brotherhood  of  sincere,  loyal,  earnest  men  who  believe  in  the 
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universal  Fatherhood  of  God^  in  Truth,  and  in  Brotherly  Love,  beliefs 
held  not  as  mere  sentiments,  but  translated  into  deeds  of  loyalty, 
charity,  kindness,  sympathy,  helpfulness,  and  forgiveness;  if  your 
notion  of  Masonry  is  that  its  very  first  lesson  is  to  be  good  and  true; 
if  your  notion  of  Masonry  is  that  its  highest  desire  is  to  promote  the 
true  happiness  of  man,  to  enlarge  his  nobility,  to  cultivate  his  man- 
hood; if  your  notion  of  Masonry  is  that  its  highest  mission  is  to  recog- 
nize the  universal  Diety  and  to  do  good  to  all;  if  your  notion  of 
Masonry  is  that  by  means  of  its  great  and  eternal  lights  it  would 
direct  mankind  to  higher  and  better  things,  and  that  it  is  founded  and 
established  upon  the  broad,  universal,  ethical  principles  that  pervade 
all  true  religion,  that  in  its  temples  the  children  of  every  faith  may 
gather,  the  Pagan,  the  Christian,  and  the  Jew,  each  possessing  his 
differences  in  opinion,  yet  all  possessing  a  unity  in  life  and  in  love; 
if  these  be  your  views  of  Masonry,  then  "grapple  them  to  thy  soul 
with  hoops  of  steel, ' '  for  they  are  the  eternal  verities  of  our  Order, 

''Masonry  is  a  life  of  service,  of  duty,  and  of  love.  All  of  the  an- 
cient orders,  mysteries,  collegia,  guilds,  and  societies  which  have  con- 
tributed to  the  evolution  of  Masonry  were  dedicated  to  human  service. 
Masonry  is  an  organization  of  strong  and  sturdy  men  who  are  striving 
with  the  aid  of  the  Divine  Light  to  keep  the  leaven  of  truth  within 
the  world.  A  Mason  acts  upon  the  square,  he  keeps  his  word;  he 
strives  to  walk  uprightly  before  God  and  man;  he  hears  the  call  of 
humanity  regardless  of  faith,  or  sect,  or  creed;  he  loves  his  country, 
and  loyalty  is  his  watchword;  above  all  he  is  a  builder  and  a  preserver 
of  home,  of  State,  of  country,  and  of  the  ideals  of  brotherhood  and 
truth. 

''My  Brethren,  these  things  are  the  test  of  our  Masonry,  and 
these  things  are  Masonry.  Though  you  or  I  have  joined  the  Chapter, 
the  Commandery,  and  the  Shrine,  though  you  or  I  have  attained  to  the 
thirty-third  degree  of  the  Scottish  Kite,  yet  if  you  or  I  have  not 
Masonry,  it  is  nothing.  For,  my  Brethren,  one  may  have  all  the  so- 
called  degrees  and  all  the  decorations,  insignia,  and  honors  of  Masonry, 
one  may  be  very  proficient  in  the  ritualism  of  the  Order,  and  yet  not 
possess  its  Spirit  and  its  Truth." 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  this  Annual  Communication 
was  the  oration  delivered  by  Brother  Arthur  Capper,  Governor  of  Kan- 
member  of  Orient  Lodge  No.  51  of-  Topeka,  upon  the  subject  of 
"Masonry  and  Democracy",  and  because  of  the  excellence  of  the 
address,  we  quote  therefromx  quite  liberally  as  follows: 

"My  brethren,  I  realize  it  is  folly  to  cry  "Peace!  Peace!" 
when  there  is  no  peace.  That  it  is  worse  than  folly  stubbornly  to 
close  our  eyes  to  whatever  danger  may  threaten  us  from  a  war- 
maddened,  empire-drunkened  foe — if  such  a  foe  exists.  But  the  real 
peril  to  this  Eepublic,  the  immediate  danger  to  this  free  people,  is 
not  beyond  the  broad  Atlantic  where  so  many  millions  of  our  fellow- 
beings  are  engaged  in  so  vast  and  cruel  a  struggle.  It  is  not  across  the 
wide  Pacific  where  the  little  yellow  man  is  looking  for  an  outlet  for 
his  teeming  millions  and  a  larger  field  for  his  newly  awakened  energy 
and  enterprise,  I  admit  there  is  not  a  monarch  nor  a  monarchy  in 
all  the  world  which  would  not  rejoice  to  see  the  downfall  of  this  Ee- 
public.   King  and  Emperor  and  Czar,  and  the  satellites  of  flunkeyism, 
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would  welcome  the  failure  of  our  experiment  in  self-government,  be- 
cause the  failure  of  the  American  Eepublic  would  mean  the  doom  of 
democracy.  But  it  is  not  Emperor  and  Czar,  nor  their  armies  and 
navies,  that  we  need  fear  most.  The  peril  that  threatens  us,  very  real 
and  ever-present,  lies  not  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe,  but  in  the  hearts 
of  our  own  people. ' ' 

***** 

"1  stood  recentlj'",  on  a  summer  night,  on  Broadway — that  great 
"White  Way  ablaze  with  light  and  teeming  with  humanity.  I  saw 
stockbrokers  and  clerks,  millionaires  and  their  cashiers,  women  from 
homes  of  refinement,  and  painted,  brazen  harlots  mingling  together  in 
one  wild  debauch  of  extravagance  and  license.  I  heard  the  ribald 
songs  and  saw  the  suggestive  dances;  and  I  asked  myself,  'Is  this 
America,  the  land  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers?' 

' '  And  then  in  my  mind 's  eye  I  saw  the  men  and  v^omen  who 
produced  the  wealth  squandered  with  such  profligacy  that  night.  I 
saw  men  stripped  to  the  waist,  in  an  inferno  of  heat,  stoking  furnaces 
in  reeking  holds  of  ocean-going  vessels.  I  saw  miners  digging  coal  in 
tomb-like  entryways  underground  and  the  hovels  in  which  they  lived 
above  ground.  I  saw  men  slaving  at  great  blast  furnaces.  I  saw  the 
myriad  workers  in  mills  and  factories.  I  saw  pallid,  joyless  women 
and  children  in  sweat-shops  and  cotton  mills.  And  instead  of  the  hum 
of  happy,  contented  industry,  God's  wages  for  wholesome  toil,  I 
seemed  to  hear  the  low  rumbling  of  a  mighty  volcano,  a  volcano  heav- 
ing with  vast  human  misery,  injustice  and  bitter  discontent. 

''As  Americans  and  as  Freemasons,  we  believe  in  democracy.  We 
believe  in  the  brotherhood  of  man.  We  believe  in  equality  of  oppor- 
tunity. We  believe  in  help  for  the  weak  and  in  charity  for  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  we  are  pledged  to  the  principles  of  justice  to  all  men — 
not  the  cold  justice  of  stern  forbidding  law  which  decrees  'an  eye  for 
an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,'  but  the  justice  of  our  Savior,  tempered 
by  loving  kindness  that  encompasses  the  whole  world.  In  my  deepest 
heart  I  believe  America  is  the  testing  ground  of  democracy.  I  believe 
that  here  is  the  place  and  now  is  the  time  for  the  highest  develop- 
ment of  humanity.  Mankind  has  ever  come  up  through  difficulties, 
been  both  blessed  and  cursed  by  adversity.  I  have  the  deepest  con- 
fidence in  the  American  spirit  and  the  American  people.  And  I  be- 
lieve that  America  is  destined  in  God's  providence  to  lead  the  people 
of  the  world  to  higher  planes  of  life,  to  nobler  aims  and  richer  as- 
pirations. ' ' 

***** 

' '  The  true  spirit  of  fraternity  is  not  content  with  relieving  a 
distressed  brother;  it  is  only  satisfied  when  it  prevents  distress.  Mod- 
ern fraternity  is  shamed  by  the  bread  line.  It  seeks  to  prevent  any 
worthy  man  becoming  an  object  of  charity." 

***** 

"And  we  as  Masons,  believing  in  a  world-wide  charity  and  a 
universal  fraternity,  must  seek  first  of  all  to  banish  from  our  hearts 
and  from  the  hearts  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  those  twin  devils — Hate 
and  Fear — the  twain  that  bring  war  and  havoc  to  nations,  and  deso- 
lation and  despair  to  human  happiness.  With  that  love  in  our  hearts 
which  is  the  basis  of  our  Order,  with  courage  to  do  the  right  though 
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the  heavens  fall,  with  faith  in  God  and  in  our  fellows,  democracy  in 
America  is  safe,  and  that  day  of  'the  parliament  of  man — the  federa- 
tion of  the  world; '  is  not  far  distant. 

''So  Mote  it  Be!  " 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  makes  a  report  con- 
cerning an  elaborate  request  presented  by  one  Eamon  Mendoza  of 
Manila  as  "Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Kegional  Lodge  of  the 
Philippines,  etc. ' the  substance  of  the  request  being  that  Kansas 
withdraw  the  recognition  which  it  had  previously  granted  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  recently  created.  The  learned 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Kansas, 
Most  Worshipful  Brother  Matthew  M.  Miller,  was  unable  to  discover 
that  Mr,  Mendoza  had  made  out  a  case  to  the  effect  that  either  the 
Grand  Lodge  Eegional  of  the  Philippines,  or  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Spain  had  any  particular  ground  for  protest  against  the  formation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  as  a  ^logical  conse- 
quence that  any  reason  had  been  presented  why  fraternal  recognition 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  should  be  withdrawn, 
and  his  recommendations  accordingly  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas. 

The  Committee  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  appointed 
several  years  ago  to  investigate  exhaustively  the  condition  of  masonry 
in  the  Philippine  Islands,  arrived  at  the  indisputable  conclusion  that 
there  was  no  regular  masonry  in  the  Philippine  Islands  prior  to  the 
establishment  there  of  lodges  chartered  by  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of 
California. 

The  Eeport  on  Correspondence,  it  being  his  fourteenth  annual 
review,  is  presented  by  Most  Worshipful  Matthew  M.  Miller,  Past 
Grand  Master,  committee. 

It  consists  of  reviews  of  the  reports  of  the  usual  American  and 
foreign  jurisdictions,  and  is  a  display  of  the  same  keen  and  active 
mental  qualities  which  characterise  all  of  Brother  Miller's  reports. 

He  reviews  California,  1914,  with  appreciative  references  to  Grand 
Master  Murphy's  address,  and  the  oration  of  Grand  Orator  William 
H.  Waste. 

M.'.  W.'.  Giles  H.  Lamb,  Grand  Master,  Yates  Center. 
E.*.  W.'.  Albert  J.  Wilson,  Grand  Secretary,  Topeka. 
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KENTUCKY. 
1915. 

115  Annual,  Louisville,  Oct.  19-21. 
Lodges,  594;  membership,  43,487;  gain,  1,248. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful George  B.  Winslow,  Grand  Master. 

At  the  opening  of  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  Master  assures 
the  brethren  of  his  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in 
electing  him  to  the  high  office  of  Grand  Master,  and  congratulates  the 
Craft  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  jurisdiction, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  slight  differences  are  practically  un- 
avoidable. 

He  expresses  appreciation  of  the  excellent  service  given  by  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master  T.  J.  Adams,  as  Acting  Grand  Master,  upon 
several  occasions  of  the  unavoidable  absence  from  the  State  of  the 
Grand  Master  himself. 

He  feelingly  refers  to  not  only  the  loss  which  the  Grand  Juris- 
diction suffered,  but  his  own  personal  loss  that  occurred  within  the 
year,  through  the  passing  away  of  the  beloved  and  brilliant  Past 
Grand  Master  Warren  Larue  Thomas. 

Among  the  several  events  which  called  him  from  the  State  within 
the  year  was  the  annual  meeting  of  the  George  Washington  Memorial 
Association  which  he  attended  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  on  Feb.  22nd. 

He  gives  expression  to  the  pleasure  which  he  received  upon  this 
occasion  and  bespeaks  for  the  project  the  continued  support  and  ap- 
proval of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Dispensations  for  the  placing  of  corner  stones  to  the  number  of 
at  least  twelve  were  issued,  as  were  three  dispensations  to  form  new 
lodges. 

He  refers  to  the  Masonic  Homes,  there  being  in  this  jurisdiction 
an  Orphans '  Home,  and  also  a  Home  for  Aged  Masons,  with  a  feeling 
of  just  pride  and  gratification,  and  it  may  be  truthfully  stated  that 
Kentucky  occupies  a  foremost  position  in  the  jurisdictions  of  Amer- 
ica in  the  matter  of  Masonic  Homes,  this  State  being  one  of  the  very 
first,  perhaps  the  first,  to  create  this  form  of  administering  masonic 
charity. 

A  little  controversy  appears  to  have  arisen  between  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  as  to  the  right  of 
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Texas  to  expel  a  member  of  the  Kentuck  jurisdiction,  although  the 
member  of  the  Kentucy  jurisdiction  was  residing  in  the  State  of 
Texas  where  the  masonic  offense  which  resulted  in  his  expulsion,  took 
place,  Kentucky's  contention  being  that  Texas  had  no  right  to  expel 
the  Kentucky  member  in  the  absence  of  an  express  reciprocal  pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  extending  to  Kentucky  the  same  right  over 
Texas  members. 

It  is  a  little  difficult  to  see  why  a  reciprocal  constitutional  pro- 
vision of  this  kind  is  necessary,  because  we  believe  it  is  an  almost 
universally  conceded  principle,  that  any  mason  is  subject  to  disci- 
pline, even  to  the  extent  of  expulsion,  by  the  jurisdiction  where  the 
masonic  offense  actually  takes  place;  and  Texas,  therefore,  it  would 
seem  to  us,  had  a  perfect  right  to  try  and  punish  the  offending 
mason. 

A  large  number  of  hypothetical  questions  are  submitted  and 
opinions  rendered  that  form  quite  interesting  reading,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  thirty  or  more  of  such  hypothetical  cases,  the  Grand 
Master  states  that  he  has  on  file  something  like  seventy-five  other 
opinions  which  would  be  furnished  for  publication,  if  desired. 

The  Grand  Master  files  a  supplemental  address  concerning  cer- 
tain incidents  that  occurred  within  the  year  causing  ''confusion 
among  the  workmen ' concerning  which  we  are  reminded  of  the 
answer  given  by  the  student  in  an  historical  examination  that  he 
was  undergoing  about  Ancient  Eome,  in  which  he  was  asked  to  give 
a  statement  as  to  the  character,  etc.,  of  the  Emperor  Caligula,  to 
which  he  replied  (his  knowledge  concerning  this  disreputable  char- 
acter being  somewhat  vague),  ''the  less  said  about  Caligula  the 
better",  and  so  of  the  Grand  Master's  Supplemental  Address  on  the 
subject  to  which  he  refers,  probably  the  less  said  about  it  to  the 
outside  world,  the  better. 

The  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  Communication  was  de- 
voted to  an  entertainment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  children  from  the 
Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  T.  J.  Adams,  The  entertainment  was  greatly  appre- 
ciated and  displayed  a  marked  degree  of  talent,  by  the  children. 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  William  W.  Clarke  as  Grand  Secretary 
presents  another  splendid  report  on  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges. 
He  reviews  California,  1914,  and  referring  to  Grand  Master  Mur- 
phy's address,  states  one  of  the  things  that  has  impressed  him  in  his 
review  of  the  various  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  is  the  ability  dis- 
played in  so  many  addresses  of  Grand  Masters,  Grand  Orators,  etc., 
and  that  among  the  papers  that  have  particularly  impressed  him 
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within  tlie  year  of  his  reading  is  the  report  of  Grand  Master  Murphy, 
from  which  he  makes  liberal  quotations. 

M.*.  W.'.  T.  J.  Adams,  Grand  Master,  Louisville. 
E.*.  W.'.  Dave  Jackson,  Grand  Secretary,  Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 
1916. 

105th  Annual,  New  Orleans,  Feb.  7. 
Lodges,  227;  membership,  17,768. 

The  105th  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the 
Eight  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Acting  Grand  Master  E.  B. 
Purser. 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  his  address,  we  learn  that  the 
Most  Worshipful  Alfred  W,  Cheesman,  elected  Grand  Master  a  year 
ago,  was,  within  the  year,  summoned  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Lodge 
above,  whereby  the  duties  of  Grand  Master  devolved  upon  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother  Purser. 

Eeferring  to  the  material  progress  of  the  jurisdiction,  he  feels 
that  they  have  cause  for  congratulation  in  that  the  numerical  strength 
has  gone  steadily  forward  without,  in  his  opinion,  in  any  manner 
weakening  the  high  character  of  the  membership. 

The  Grand  Jurisdiction  was  sorely  stricken,  however,  within  the 
year  by  the  death  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  died  in  office,  stricken 
in  actual  work,  so  we  are  told^  at  his  desk. 

The  year  was  one  of  marked  activity,  and  general  harmony 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  prevailed. 

The  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  on  a  substantial  financial  footing,  the 
Balance  Sheet  presented  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  showing  the  net 
worth  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  something  in  excess  of  $60,000. 

An  eloquent  address  was  delivered  on  the  second  day  of  the 
Annual  Communication  by  the  Grand  Orator  Eeverened  Brother 
John  P.  Foster. 

The  address,  which  we  are  not  able  to  quote,  is  referred  to  in 
the  Proceedings  as  possessing  rare  merit,  whose  beauty  was  height- 
ened by  clear  and  forcible  delivery,  leaving  a  lasting  impression 
upon  the  assembled  representatives,  and  at  its  conclusion,  the  Orator 
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received  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Body,  and  the  address  was  ordered 
printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  presented  by  the  Eev. 
Brother  Herman  C.  Duncan. 

California,  1914,  is  fraternally  considered  with  quotations  from 
the  address  of  Grand  Master  Murphy. 

M.'.  W.'.  Brittain  B.  Purser,  Grand  Master,  Amite. 

E.'.  W.'.  John  A.  Davilla,  Grand  Secretary,  New  Orleans. 

MAINE. 
1915. 

96th  Annual,  Portland,  May  4. 
Lodges,  205;  membership,  30,884;  gain,  590. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  Thomas  H.  Bodge,  assisted  by  a  full  represen- 
tation of  Grand  Officers,  five  of  the  ten  living  Past  Grand  Masters 
and  representatives  of  195  of  the  205  chartered  lodges. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  high  quality  of  manhood  represented  in  the  membership  of 
the  lodges  of  Maine,  stating  that  as  an  almost  universal  rule,  they 
are  strong,  intelligent,  devoted  to  high  ideals,  and  the  recipients  of 
the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  in  the 
various  communities  of  the  Commonwealth. 

He  feelingly  refers  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Brother  Charles  J.  Collamore,  who  served  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  Grand  Master  in  1879  and  1880;  also  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  Elmer  P.  Spofford  elected  Grand-  Master  in  1912;  also  Most 
Worshipful  Brother  Alfred  S.  Kimball,  Grand  Master  in  1902. 

The  two  lodges  to  which  charters  were  granted  at  the  pre- 
vious Annual  Communication  were  duly  constituted.  Certain  masonic 
halls  were  dedicated  and  other  matters  of  official  routine  discharged 
by  the  Grand  Master. 

In  closing  his  excellent  address,  the  Grand  Master  exalts  the 
work  of  masonry  in  the  following  expressive  terms: 

''But  I  believe  the  works  of  Masonry  in  this  state  are  advanced, 
that  the  brethren  measure  up  a  little  higher  than  ever  before. 
Never  in  its  history  has  the  world  been  called  upon  to  show  such 
liberality  in  giving  as  during  the  past  six  months  and  nobly  has  the 


48 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


demand  been  met.  Whatsoever  things  are  good  and  true  and  noble 
and  of  good  report  are  ours  if  we  will  claim  and  practice  them.  All 
about  us  are  opportunities  for  making  others  happier  by  smoothing 
the  path  that  must  be  trodden  by  all.  To  few  is  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  great  things,  but  life  is  made  up  of  daily  tasks,  and  the 
faithfulness  with  which  we  perform  the  work  that  comes  to  our 
hands  is  the  measure  of  our  usefulness. ' ' 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Brother  Albro  E.  Chase,  and  the  report  as  usual  bears  evidence  of 
the  careful  thought  which  is  manifested  in  everything  from  the  pen 
of  this  scholarly  writer. 

California,  1914,  is  generously  reviewed  with  approving  com- 
ment touching  the  report  of  Grand  Master  Murphy  and  other  officers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Thomas  H.  Bodge,  Grand  Master,  Augusta. 
Stephen  Berry,  Gand  Secretary,  Portland. 

MANITOBA. 
1916. 

41st  Annual,  Winnipeg,  June  14th. 
Lodges,  77;  membership,  7,241;  net  increase,  1. 

The  41st  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Manitoba,  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
William  Fenwick,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  opening  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address  is  devoted 
to  a  consideration  of  the  great  war  in  Europe,  and  to  the  duty  which 
the  brethren  of  the  Province  of  Manitoba  owe  to  the  Mother  country, 
and  he  is  pleased  to  observe  that  the  jurisdiction  has  responded  loy- 
ally, not  only  in  furnishing  men  to  battle  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  but 
also,  contributing  funds  in  aid  of  the  Empire. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  mention  of  the  formation  of  one  new 
lodge,  and  he  recounts  a  long  list  of  official  visitations  to  subordi- 
nates, and  otherwise  indicates  a  year  of  masonic  activity. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  from  the  standpoint  of  member- 
ship the  Grand  Jurisdiction  was  practically  stationary,  the  jurisdic- 
tion is  in  a  splendid  condition  of  strength  and  usefulness,  and  is 
discharging  in  a  most  capable  manner  masonic  functions  in  Manitoba. 

M.'.  W.'.  Henry  E.  Bletcher,  Grand  Master,  Winnipeg. 

E.'.  W.'.  James  A.  Ovas,  P.  G.  M.,  Grand  Secretary,  Winnipeg. 
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MARYLAND. 
1915. 

129tli  Annual,  Baltimore,  Nov.  16th. 
Lodges,  116;  membership,  17,135;  gain,  648. 

Within  the  year  the  Grand  Lodge  was  assembled  in  Special 
Comhiunication  on  July  5th  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  of  the  laying 
of  the  corner  stone  of  Washington  Monument,  which  occurred  on 
July  4th,  1815.  The  occasion  was  in  many  respects  a  notable  one, 
and  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  distinguished  masons  and  officials 
of  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

On  July  6,  1915,  a  Special  Communication  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  John  M.  Carter,  Past  Grand  Master.  This  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  served  the  Grand  Lodge  as  Grand  Master  1878-79. 

The  regular  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most 
Worshipful  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Master,  and,  as  usual,  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  he  made  no  report,  at  least  no  written  report,  but  at 
the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  and 
character  of  Past  Grand  Master  Carter. 

Brother  Shryock  has  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  as 
Grand  Master  for  thirty-one  consecutive  years,  a  world's  record.  Dur- 
ing these  thirty-one  years,  he  has  never,  so  far  as  we  know,  rendered 
a  single  decision  in  interpretation  of  masonic  law.  At  least  no  de- 
cisions by  him  of  masonic  law  have  ever  been  recorded,  and  he  stated 
several  years  since  that  it  had  never  been  necessary  for  him  in  the 
course  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  as  Grand  Master  to  render 
a  so-called  decision,  and,  as  stated,  has  never  rendered  a  written 
report,  and  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Maryland  is  one 
of  the  foremost  masonic  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
carrying  forward  the  great  work  of  masonry  in  a  high  and  capable 
manner  within  the  jurisdiction,  may  be  accepted  as  evidence  that 
Brother  Shryock 's  methods  are  masonically  very  satisfactory,  at  least 
to  Maryland. 

The  one  outstanding  event  within  the  year  was  the  death  of  the 
single  surviving  Past  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Carter, 
and  Maryland  occupies  the  unique  position  among  American  juris- 
dictions of  being  the  only  jurisdiction  that  does  not  possess  a  sur- 
viving Past  Grand  Master,  and  aside  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, is  probably  the  only  jurisdiction  in  the  world  that  does  not 
have  a  number  of  surviving  Past  Grand  Masters. 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Eev.  Henry 
Branch,  who  several  years  since  succeeded  the  distinguished  Brother 
Schultz,  who  was  Chairman  for  a  number  of  years  of  the  Corre- 
spondence Committee  in  Maryland. 

Brother  Branch's  report  has  the  merit  of  brevity.  His  com- 
ments, however,  are  excellent  and  to  the  point. 

M.'.  W.*.  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Master,  Baltimore. 
E.'.  W.'.  George  Cook,  Grand  Secretary,  Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
1915. 

182nd  Annual,  Boston,  Dec.  8th. 
Lodges,  257;  membership,  70,254;  gain,  2,353. 

The  several  Quarterly  Communications  and  nearly  all  of  the 
Special  Communications  were  presided  over  in  person  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Melvin  M.  Johnson,  Grand  Master,  one  of  the  most  effic- 
ient and  capable  Grand  Masters  that  has  ever  presided  in  this  great 
jurisdiction,  that  has  produced  so  many  able  and  distinguished  men. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  10th  E.'.  W.'.  Fred- 
erick W.  Hamilton  was  unanimously  chosen  as  Eecording  Grand 
Secretary  in  place  of  E.'.  W.'.  Thomas  W.  Davis,  deceased. 

At  this  Communication,  the  Grand  Master  in  his  Address  referred 
to  the  subject  of  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  a  commit- 
tee which  this  jurisdiction  has  never  possessed,  and  referred  the  sub- 
ject, without  recommendation,  for  investigation  and  report  to  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Charles  T.  Galla- 
gher, and  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  June  9th,  Brother 
Gallagher  presented  an  exhaustive  report,  the  conclusion  and  recom- 
mendation of  which  was  to  the  effect  that  such  a  Committee  is  not 
needed  in  Massachusetts.  The  report  and  recommendations  were 
unanimously,  and  apparently  enthusiastically,  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Incorporated  in  this  report  is  an  article  contributed  to  the  ''New 
England  Freemason"  in  April,  1874,  by  the  former  Grand  Secretary 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Most  Worshipful  Sereno  D.  Nickerson.  Brother 
Nickerson  must  have  been  in  his  day  a  wonderful  man,  because  he 
seemingly  held  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  years 
that  he  was  Grand  Secretary,  almost  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  very 
much  as  Alexander  D.  Abel,  while  he  was  Grand  Secretary  of  Call- 
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f  ornia,  held  the  Grand  Lodge  .of  this  State.  Both  were  strong,  pow- 
erful, virile  men,  exceedingly  capable,  with  pronounced  convictions, 
and  opinions  buttressed  and  supported  by  comprehensive  knowledge; 
and  the  influence  of  Brother  Nickerson's  opinions,  concerning  sub- 
jects upon  which  he  had  expressed  himself,  is  still  potent  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Brother  Gallagher  in  his  report  follows  along  very 
much  the  same  lines  of  thought  in  opposition  to  this  committee  as 
are  disclosed  in  Brother  Nickerson's  writing  upon  this  subject  in  1874. 

The  character  of  Correspondence  Eeports  has,  we  believe,  ma- 
terially changed  since  the  earlier  days  when  it  was  quite  the  usual 
thing  for  reporters  to  indulge  in  hostile  and  unseemly  criticism  in 
their  reviews  of  other  jurisdictions,  but  this  spirit  has  practically 
passed  away,  and  it  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  anything  but  kindly  ref- 
erences are  made  to  other  jurisdictions,  although  differences  are 
oftimes  pointed  out  as  to  laws  or  practices  of  different  jurisdictions, 
or  how  the  jurisdiction  under  review  may  differ  from  the  one  to 
which  the  reporter  belongs,  and  so  long  as  this  is  done  in  a  spirit  of 
courtesy  and  good  will,  no  harm  results,  but  rather  as  is  often  the 
case,  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Another  change  has  taken  place  in  these  reports,  in  that  at  the 
present  time,  the  reports  are  regarded  as  primarily  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  information  to  the  reporter's  own  jurisdiction,  whereby 
the  busy  men  of  his  jurisdiction,  who  do  not  have  time  to  examine 
the  Proceedings  of  sixty-five  or  seventy  Grand  Lodges  can  gain  a 
knowledge  in  condensed  form  of  what  is  taking  place  in  the  Masonic 
world. 

It  may  be  quite  true  that  if  one  is  interested  in  going  exhaust- 
ively into  one  particular  subject,  and  knows  exactly  the  subject  he 
wishes  to  investigate,  he  can,  as  Brother  Gallagher  points  out,  go 
into  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  and 
obtain  the  report  of  the  particular  state,  containing  the  information 
he  is  after;  but  occasions  of  this  kind  are  extremely  rare,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  are  a  great  many  wide-awake  masons  in  every 
jurisdiction  that  are  glad  to  have  in  a  condensed  form  a  report  of 
what  is  going  forward  in  the  masonic  world. 

We  have  a  great  admiration  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts; some  of  the  ablest  men  the  Republic  has  produced  have 
been  active  in  the  masonry  of  that  Commonwealth.  We  particularly 
have  a  high  regard  for  the  personal  qualities  and  great  ability  of 
Brother  Gallagher,  as  we  have  experienced  the  touch  of  his  charm- 
ing character  and  personality,  yet  we  cannot  quite  agree  with  him  in 
his  conclusions  as  to  the  value  to  a  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  we  can   scarcely  imagine 
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greater  pleasure  and  profit  than  that  which  would  come  to  us  from 
the  perusal  of  reports  of  such  a  Committee,  of  which  Brother  Galla- 
gher himself  was  chairman. 

At  the  June  Quarterly,  a  very  learned  address  on  the  Causes  of 
Divergence  in  Ritual  by  E.  "W.  Roscoe  Pound,  Professor  of  Law  and 
Jurisprudence  in  Harvard  University,  was  delivered.  He  traces  in  an 
inexhaustive  manner  the  lineage  of  every  American  Grand  Lodge 
and  shows  how  differences  in  ritual  were  inherited,  and  why,  because 
of  this  inheritance,  differences  in  ritual  still  exist.  The  treatise,  as 
stated,  disclose  much  painstaking  and  careful  investigation  of  the 
origin  of  the  different  American  Grand  Lodges. 

Brother  Gallagher  at  the  June  Quarterly  makes  a  further  report 
upon  the  so-called  ' '  Regular  and  Independent  Grand  Lodge  of 
France",  and  his  further  investigation  simply  confirms  the  conclusion 
he  arrived  at  a  year  ago  that  this  alleged  Grand  Lodge  does  not  pos- 
sess the  essentials  of  independent  sovereignty  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  recommendation  of  a  year  ago  that  recognition  cannot  be  ex- 
tended, is  repeated  and  confirmed. 

At  the  September  Quarterly  Communication,  the  Grand  Master 
takes,  what  to  us  seems  to  be  the  proper  and  sensible  position  upon 
the  subject  of  physical  qualifications  of  candidates,  and  refuses  to 
cumber  the  Proceedings  with  a  long  list  of  decisions  as  to  physical 
defects,  the  rule  in  this  Jurisdiction  being  that  if  a  physical  de- 
formity of  an  applicant  for  degrees  does  not  amount  to  an  inability 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  ritual,  and  honestly  to  acquire  the 
means  of  subsistence,  it  shall  not  constitute  a  bar  to  his  initiation 
and,  furthermore,  that  each  individual  lodge  must  be  the  judge  in 
each  particular  case,  rather  than  impose  upon  the  Grand  Master  a 
task  of  passing  upon  facts  that  are  better  ascertainable  by  the  indi- 
vidual lodges,  and  the  Grand  Master  quotes  approvingly  what  was 
said  in  1871  by  the  Committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred, 
and  which,  because  of  the  fine  ideas  it  contains,  we  quote  as  follows: 

''This  regulation  is  to  be  interpreted,  not  according  to  the  Levit- 
ical  law,  with  which  Masonry  never  had  anything  to  do,  eithei  as  a 
symbol  or  a  fact,  but  by  its  own  terms  and  the  logical  consistency 
and  propriety  of  its  application.  So  interpreted,  its  significance  mani- 
festly is,  that  the  physical  defect  of  the  candidate,  whatever  it  may 
be,  shall  not  be  such  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  receiving  and  im- 
parting instruction,  nor  of  performing  any  duties  that  may  be  re- 
quired of  him  in  his  capacity  or  vocation  as  a  Mason.  No  such  maim 
or  defect  of  the  body  as  the  loss  of  an  eye,  an  ear,  a  finger,  or  other 
member  not  essential  in  the  discharge  of  his  Masonic  duties,  or  to  his 
personal  maintenance,  does  any  violence  to  the  spirit  and  original 
intent  of  this  regulation,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  no 
other  construction  can  be  put  upon  it  consistently  with  the  higher  de- 
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mands  of  humanity,  justice  and  equality.  'Not  of  the  letter,  but  of 
the  spirit;  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  giveth  life.' 

''Your  committee  take  leave  of  this  branch  of  their  report  here, 
in  the  belief  that  the  regulation  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge  on  the  sub- 
ject may  be  safely  left  as  it  stands,  and  the  interpretation  and  prac- 
tical application  of  it,  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Lodges.  With  the 
cases  before  them  as  they  arise,  they  can  with  more  safety  and  greater 
propriety  determine  the  proper  disposition  of  them." 

A  very  important  question  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Master 
in  his  Address  at  the  September  Quarterly  Communication  in  the 
request  received  from  thirteen  Master  Masons,  including  three  Chi- 
nese brethren  for  the  establishment  of  a  lodge  at  Peking,  China,  to 
be  known  as  the  International  Lodge,  and  one  of  the  great  questions 
involved  was  whether  a  dispensation  should  be  granted  for  a  lodge 
non-Christian  in  character,  in  which  the  Holy  Bible  is  not  regarded 
as  one  of  the  "Great  Lights"  but  in  which  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred 
Law  is  made  up  of  the  writings  of  Confucius  and  other  philosophers. 

The  Grand  Master  discussed  the  unchangeable  Ancient  Land- 
mark of  belief  in  the  Supreme  Being,  Omnipresent,  Omniscient, 
Omnipotent,  the  Creating  and  Superintending  Power  in  monotheism, 
and  believing  in  this  unchangeable  Ancient  Land-mark,  one  may 
properly  be  a  mason  whether  he  regards  as  his  Sacred  Book,  the  Holy 
Bible  of  the  Christian,  the  Old  Testament  of  the  Hebrew,  the  Koran 
of  the  Mohammedan,  or  the  Sacred  Book,  whatever  it  may  be,  of 
other  religions  whose  fundamental  belief  is  in  one  eternal  Supreme 
Being. 

It  was  therefore,  properly  decided  that  a  dispensation  for  a 
lodge  under  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  might  issue  to 
these  faraway  masons  in  Peking,  China,  where  the  Volume  of  Sacred 
Law"  would  not  be  the  Christian  Bible. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  Dec.  8th,  which  is  also  counted 
as  the  Annual  Communication,  an  exceedingly  interesting  event  oc- 
curred at  the  opening  of  the  Communication  in  the  introduction  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Brother  Daniel  Hollinger.  He  was  introduced  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  as  one  who  is 
probably  the  senior  living  Mason  of  America.  Brother  Hollinger 
was,  at  the  time  of  his  introduction,  more  than  one  hundred  years 
of  age,  having  been  born  in  September,  1815^  and  was  at  the  time  of 
his  introduction  78  years  a  mason.  It  is  a  pretty  close  race  between 
Brother  Hollinger  and  Past  Grand  Master  Mitchell  of  Michigan.  We 
do  not  happen  to  have  before  us  the  exact  date  of  birth  of  Brother 
Mitchell,  but  we  remember  reading  in  the  Proceedings  of  Michigan 
several  years  ago  of  the  introduction  of  Brother  Mitchell  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  Annual  Communication,  who  at  that  time  was  certainly 
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not  less  than  96  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a  Past  Grand  Master 
much  more  than  half  a  century.  Brother  Hollinger,  it  appears  from 
a  subsequent  note  in  the  volume  of  Proceedings,  died  in  December, 
1915,  which  left  Past  Grand  Master  Mitchell  of  Michigan,  we  believe, 
the  undisputed  oldest  mason  not  only  of  America  but  probably  of  the 
world.    (Brother  Mitchell  died  in  February,  1916.) 

The  Grand  Master  in  the  opening  portion  of  his  address  at  this 
Communication,  refers  at  length  to  the  controversy  that  had  existed 
between  Massachusetts  and  California  concerning  the  McGrew  case, 
and  to  the  happy  solution,  so  far  as  the  two  jurisdictions  are  con- 
cerned, of  this  perplexing  case. 

In  our  opinion,  Massachusetts  was  extremely  generous  in  her 
attitude  towards  California,  and  California,  we  are  sure,  is  very  ap- 
preciative of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  of  Massachusetts  and 
of  her  action  in  finally  restoring  to  full  membership  in  Massachusetts 
our  unfortunate  Brother  McGrew. 

The  Past  Grand  officers  of  California,  who  visited  the  Grand 
Master,  and  certain  other  of  the  prominent  brethren  of  Massa- 
chusetts, will  ever  remember  the  kindly  treatment  extended  to  them 
by  these  gentlemen  in  being  afforded  an  opportunity  of  getting  first- 
hand the  Massachusetts  side  of  the  controversy,  and  they  were  able 
to  appreciate  and  understand  the  very  great  concessions  made  by  our 
Massachusetts  brethren,  as  they  understood  the  case,  in  order  to  re- 
store the  complete  harmony  and  good  will  between  the  Grand  Juris- 
dictions. The  sad  part  of  the  transaction  lies  in  the  fact  that  while 
Brother  McGrew  was  restored  to  full  standing  in  Massachusetts 
before  he  passed  away,  which  occurred  on  the  very  day  following  his 
restoration,  he  himself  was  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the 
masonic  cloud,  which  had  rested  upon  him  for  so  many  years,  had 
finally  been  lifted.  His  death  is  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  of 
Massachusetts  in  the  State  Communication  of  Dec.  28th,  with  his  full 
Masonic  Title  and  Honors. 

The  so-called  Stated  Communication,  at  which  the  Grand  Officers 
are  installed  and  the  annual  feast  of  St.  John,  the  Evangelist,  is 
celebrated,  was  held  Dec.  28,  and,  as  usual,  in  this  jurisdiction,  is  the 
great  event  of  the  year.  The  Grand  Feast  is  always  a  notable  gath- 
ering and  the  addresses  made  upon  these  occasions  are  always  of  a 
high  order. 

The  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Melvin  M.  Johnson,  pre- 
sided at  the  Grand  Feast  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  and  himself, 
one  of  the  foremost  orators  of  Massachusetts,  in  addition  to  presid- 
ing at  the  Feast,  delivered  an  intensely  interesting  address  upon 
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John  Marshall,  Grand  Master  of  Virginia,  1794-5,  whose  portrait 
adorned  the  first  page  of  the  menu  of  the  Feast.  He  sketched  in 
striking  lines  the  character  of  this  great  jurist  and  mason,  and  shows 
how  the  constitutional  system  of  the  new  Nation  was  created  by 
John  Marshall,  who,  with  George  Washington,  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, he  classed  as  the  greatest  men  of  the  early  period  of  the  Eepublic. 

A  brilliant  address  was  also  presented  upon  this  occasion  by 
Eev.  Brother  Stiles  Bradley,  D.  D.  The  central  theme  of  the  address 
was  woven  about  the  thought  that  there  is  a  principle  of  selection 
that  runs  throughout  nature,  and  that  optimism  and  pessimism  are 
not  born  of  circumstances  but  of  the  spirit,  and  that  a  man  ultimately 
reflects  that  which  he  naturally  selects.  In  other  words,  as  stated 
by  Grand  Master  Johnson,  Brother  Bradley's  address  reminded  him 
of  the  lines: 

'One  ship  sails  east  and  another  sails  west 

While  the  self-same  breezes  blow; 
'Tis  the  set  of  the  sail  and  not  the  gale 

That  determines  the  way  they  go.' 

So  it  is  with  man  in  the  voyage  of  life. 

Be  his  station  high  or  low. 
'Tis  the  set  of  the  Soul  that  determines  the  goal, 

And  not  the  weal  or  the  woe." 

Other  notable  addresses  were  made  upon  this  occasion,  reference 
to  which  in  detail  our  space  forbids  us  to  make. 

The  entire  volume  of  proceedings  is  one  of  great  interest,  and, 
as  is  always  the  case  in  this  jurisdiction,  its  perusal  is  a  source  of 
pleasure  and  profit. 

M.'.  W.'.  Melvin  M.  Johnson,  Grand  Master. 

E.'.  W.'.  Frederick  W.  Hamilton,  Grand  Secretary. 


MEXICO. 

1915. 

55th  Annual,  Mexico,  April  1. 
Lodges,  18;  membership,  1,156;  decrease,  38. 

The  York  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico,  successor  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
Valle  de  Mexico,  assembled  in  Annual  Communication  in  Masonic 
Hall,  City  of  Mexico  on  April  1st,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
Wayne  A.  White,  presiding. 
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The  constitutional  number  of  lodges  were  represented  and  after 
the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  delivered  his 
Annual  Address. 

He  spoke  at  the  outset  of  the  great  difficulties  which  had  beset 
the  various  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  because  of  the  troubled  condi- 
tions in  Mexico,  and  because,  also,  many  of  the  lodges  belonging  to 
this  jurisdiction  are  composed  largely  of  Americans. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  nearly  all  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
he  himself  being  an  American,  were  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
huddled  together  and  escorted  to  the  borders  of  the  Eepublic,  hun- 
dreds leaving  all  of  their  earthly  interests  behind,  being  compelled 
from  motives  of  personal  safety  to  cross  the  border  back  into  America. 

The  Grand  Master  gives  a  full  description  of  this  visit  to  the 
convention  of  Grand  Masters  held  in  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  and  refers 
with  a  feeling  of  appreciation  to  the  marked  courtesies  which  he,  as 
representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico,  received  upon  that 
occasion. 

Two  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  were  obliged,  because  of  the  condi- 
tions prevailing  in  the  Eepublic,  and  the  impossibility  of  keeping  the 
membership  together,  to  surrender  their  charters,  yet  notwithstanding 
the  loss  of  these  tv/o  lodges,  the  membership  of  the  jurisdiction 
showed  but  a  very  slight  decrease,  there  being  a  net  loss  apparently 
of  thirty-eight  members,  and  a  total  membership  still  remaining  of 
1156. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  concluding  his  address,  gave  expression  to 
the  pride  which  he  feels  in  the  jurisdiction,  stating  that  he  would 
rather  have  the  honor  of  being  at  the  head  of  the  little  masonic  army 
in  Mexico,  than  any  other  position  that  the  world  affords,  stating 
that  the  devotion  and  patriotism  of  the  little  group  of  York  Eite 
masons,  who  have  stood  so  nobly  by  their  colors,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten, holding  their  organization,  as  they  have,  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives,  and  he  rests  his  belief  in  the  perpetuity  of  masonic  organiza- 
tion and  principles  in  Mexico  upon  his  knowledge  of  the  high-class 
material  of  which  the  membership  is  composed. 

The  usual  reports  of  Grand  Officers  were  rendered  and  in  the 
annual  election  the  Grand  Master  was  chosen  to  succeed  himself  in 
that  exalted  station,  the  administration  of  his  trust  having  met  with 
the  universal  approval  of  his  brethren. 

In  the  small  Volume  of  Proceedings  a  list  is  given  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  world  that  had  extended  fraternal  recognition  to  the 
York  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Body  of  Craft 
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masonry,  and  in  this  list  are  printed  the  names  of  twenty-nine  Ameri- 
can jurisdictions  and  fourteen  foreign  jurisdictions. 

A  brief  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  which  California, 
1913-14,  is  reviewed,  is  presented  by  Grand  Master  White  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee. 

M.*.  W.*.  Wayne  A.  White,  Grand  Master,  Mexico  City. 
K.*.  W.'.  George  B.  McLellan,  Grand  Secretary,  Mexico  City. 


MEXICO. 
(York  Grand  Lodge.) 
1916. 

56th  Annual,  City  of  Mexico,  April  20th. 
Lodges,  18;  membership,  1,149;  gain,  65. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  Most 
Worshipful  Wayne  A.  White,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulates  the  Craft  upon  the  ability  of  the 
organization  to  not  only  hold  its  own,  so  to  speak,  during  the  year 
preceding,  but  to  register  a  substantial  gain  in  membership  without 
the  loss  of  any  lodge. 

He  reports  the  arrest  of  the  charter  of  one  of  the  subordinate 
lodges  on  account  of  insubordination  of  the  Master,  but  the  infrac- 
tion of  masonic  courtesy  and  custom  committed  by  the  Master  was 
overlooked  at  the  Annual  Communication  and  the  charter,  that  had 
been  arrested,  was  restored. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Kelations,  fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 

A  brief  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  printed  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Most  Worshipful  Wayne  A.  White,  who 
states,  in  his  brief  remarks  that,  owing  to  the  increased  price  of 
printing  and  paper,  his  report  will  necessarily  be  limited. 

California,  1915,  is  referred  to. 

M.'.  W.'.  Wayne  A.  White,  Grand  Master,  City  of  Mexico. 
E.'.  W.".  C.  C.  Shanks,  Grand  Secretary,  City  of  Mexico. 
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MICHIGAN. 
1916. 

72nd  Annual,  Battle  Creek,  May  23-24. 
Lodges,  436;  membership,  82,551;  gain,  3,694. 

After  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  Address  of  Welcome 
to  the  City  of  Battle  Creek  was  extended  by  Brother  J.  L.  Hooper, 
and  also  by  Brother  James  W.  Marsh,  the  Honorable  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Grand  Eapids,  with  suitable  response  by  the  Grand  Master, 
George  L.  Lusk. 

After  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  distinguished 
visitor  in  the  person  of  Brother  Nat  A,  Washer,  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Texas,  was  received.  Brother  Washer  making  a  happy  and  witty 
address,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  con- 
cluded the  ceremonies  incident  to  the  first  half  day  of  the  commu- 
nication. 

Upon  reassembling  for  the  afternoon  session,  the  Roll  of  Honor, 
being  a  list  of  the  deceased  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  jurisdiction, 
was  read. 

The  last  name  on  the  list  was  that  of  Past  Grand  Master  William 
T.  Mitchell,  who  was  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1865,  and 
who  survived  his  Grand  Mastership  for  more  than  fifty  years,  being 
at  the  time  of  his  death  Feb.  6,  1916,  undoubtedly  the  oldest  Past 
Grand  Master  of  masons  in  the  world. 

The  Grand  Master  upon  this  occasion  made  a  feeling  address  in 
memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Mitchell,  concluding  his  remarks  with 
the  following  apt  quotation  from  Goldsmith: 

''Like  some  tall  cliff  that  lifts  its  rugged  form. 
Swells  from  the  vale  and  midway  leaves  the  storm. 
Though  'round  its  breast  the  rolling  clouds  are  spread; 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head. ' ' 

The  year  was  evidently  a  busy  one  with  the  Grand  Master;  he 
visited  a  large  number  of  subordinate  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction; 
dispensations  were  issued  to  form  three  new  lodges;  Grand  Lodge 
ceremonies  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  four  new  lodges, 
which  received  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual  Communication;  a 
large  number  of  corner  stones  of  public  buildings  were  placed,  and 
not  less  than  eight  masonic  halls  were  dedicated  within  the  year. 

Referring  to  the  Masonic  Home,  he  states  that  it  is  in  all  ma- 
terial respects  in  first-class  condition,  and  what  is  of  greater  import- 
ance, it  is  in  the  best  sense  a  home,  with  home  surroundings,  and 
maintained  upon  a  high  plane  of  excellence,  and  at  a  per  capita  cost 
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to  each  resident  of  $4.71  a  week,  which  the  Grand  Master  believes  is 
above  criticism. 

The  Home  is  apparently  in  prosperous  condition  and  the  Masonic 
Home  funds  gradually  increasing. 

Cordial  approval  is  given  to  the  George  Washington  National 
♦Memorial  Association,  in  which  movement  Michigan  has  from  the 
beginning  taken  a  prominent  part. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  Volume  of  Proceedings,  one  learns  that  a 
masonic  oration  delivered  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  181Q  by  Lewis  Cass, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  was  brought  to  light,  and 
the  oration  fully  identified  as  that  of  Past  Grand  Master  Cass  is 
printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  current  year  of  Michigan. 

The  oration  is  interesting  as  bearing  evidence  that  masonic  prin- 
ciples and  masonic  precepts  of  today  are  in  no  sense  different  from  the 
spirity  of  masonry  of  a  hundred  years  ago. 

Masonry  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Michigan  illustrates  the 
keenest,  highest  type  of  masonic  activity  and  masonic  worth,  and 
relative  to  population,  there  are  more  Master  Masons  in  good  stand- 
ing in  Michigan  than  in  any  jurisdiction  in  the  world,  and  Michigan 
masonry  is  further  distinguished  by  having  upon  its  roster  not  less 
than  three  of  the  largest  masonic  lodges  in  the  world,  Palestine  Lodge 
is  the  largest,  having  a  membership  of  2,350,  with  perhaps  half  a 
dozen  other  lodges  each  with  a  membership  exceeding  1,000. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Most  Worshipful  Lou  B.  Windsor,  this  report  being  the  thirteenth 
annual  report  from  his  hand.  California,  1915,  is  reviewed,  with 
copious  extracts  from  Grand  Master  Bledsoe's  address  and  reports  of 
committees. 

M.'.  W.*.  John  H.  Hawks,  Grand  Master,  Lansing. 
E.*.  W.*.  Lou  B.  WiNSLOW,  Grand  Secretary,  Eeed  City. 

MINNESOTA. 
1916. 

63rd  Annual,  St.  Paul,  Jan.  19-20. 
Lodges,  260;  membership,  31,903;  gain,  1,461. 

The  63rd  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
the  Most  Worshipful  Harry  M.  Burnham,  Grand  Master. 

From  the  opening  paragraph  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  we 
are  given  to  understand  that  his  report  is  to  be  a  concise  statement 
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of  his  business  activities  with  no  effort  whatever  to  enlarge  upon  the 
beautiful  teachings  of  our  beloved  institution,  nor  to  dwell,  except 
for  a  moment,  upon  the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  Craft,  and 
true  to  his  word,  he  proceeds  at  once  to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
to  his  official  acts,  mentioning  in  orderly  succession  his  Grand  Lodge 
activities  at  corner  stone  ceremonies,  dedication  of  halls,  constitution 
of  lodges,  etc. 

Under  the  heading  of  ''decisions",  only  two  unimportant  rulings 
were  made,  the  recent  revision  of  the  constitution  and  code  apparently 
having  thoroughly  clarified  the  legal  situation  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  particularly  to  the  subject  of  the  con- 
templated Masonic  Home.  This  is  a  project  that  the  Grand  Juris- 
diction has  been  looking  forward  to  for  several  years,  having,  how- 
ever, previously  agreed  that  the  undertaking  would  not  be  entered 
upon  until  at  least  $100,000  was  accumulated  for  the  purpose. 

The  accumulation  of  this  fund  is  rapidly  approaching  the  $100,- 
000  mark  and  it  is  the  expectation  of  the  jurisdiction  within  the 
next  two  or  three  years  to  actually  enter  upon  the  construction  of 
the  Home. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  Communication,  the  Grand  Orator,  Wor- 
shipful Brother  Albert  Lea,  delivered  an  address,  replete  with  tender 
and  sympathetic  illustrations  of  some  of  masonic  teachings  applied  to 
every-day  life.  Our  space  only  permits  us  to  excerpt  two  or  three 
paragraphs  from  his  splendid  address: 

' '  The  Masonic  order  is  not  a  church,  although  the  Holy  Bible  is 
ever  on  our  altar.  It  is  not  a  system  of  religion,  although  it  teaches 
the  reverential  awe  which  is  due  from  the  creature  to  his  creator;  to 
implore  His  aid  in  all  laudable  undertakings  and  to  esteem  Him  as  the 
chief  good.  It  is  not  a  political  organization,  although  it  insists  that 
we  be  true  to  our  government  and  just  to  our  country.  It  is  not  an 
insurance  society,  although  it  ever  endeavors  to  afford  timely  relief  to 
misfortune  and  distress;  nor  is  it  a  charitable  organization,  although 
it  enjoins  charity,  not  alone  the  charity  of  alms,  but  the  charity  that 
speaks  no  unkind  word,  harbors  no  evil  thoughts,  bears  no  malice  or 
revenge,  which  nurtures,  loves  and  protects,  which  condones,  forgi\es 
and  forgets. 

' '  It  is  no  one  of  these  things,  but  rather  a  great  fraternal  organi- 
zation, with  the  ideal  of  making  its  votaries' wiser,  better  and  conse- 
quently happier,  with  the  ideal  of  dissolving  the  artificial  cliques  and 
castes  which  keep  men  apart,  and  bringing  them  together  upon  a  com- 
mon platform.  Masonic  teachings  should  not  only  lead  us  in  the  great 
things,  but  in  every  little  act  of  life. ' ' 

***** 

'  *  The  life  of  service  ever  lives.  Over  in  California,  so  many  of 
you  have  visited  the  mission  of  San  Juan  Capistrano.    You  have  seen 
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the  old  church,  racked  by  earthquake,  the  arches  fallen,  the  padres  gone. 
They  tell  you  how  the  old  missions  were  founded,  running  from  San 
Diego,  twenty-one  of  them,  clear  up  to  San  Francisco,  just  about  a  day  's 
journey  apart,  and  today  most  of  them  are  in  ruins.  Here  is  the  mis- 
sion founded  by  Father  Junipero.  But  it  seems,  for  the  moment,  as  if 
the  sacrifice  of  his  life  has  come  to  naught.  Then  you  go  to  the  mission 
play,  over  at  San  Gabriel  and  watch  the  expression  of  so  many  in  that 
great  audience  whose  eyes  are  tear  filled,  touched  by  the  self-sacrifice 
of  that  eloquent  old  Francisco  friar,  of  his  love,  for  the  Indians  among 
whom  he  lived.  And  though  the  walls  of  his  mission  have  crumbled,  and 
though  a  great  mass  of  the  people  are  of  another  faith,  his  sacrifice  and 
his  service  will  continue  to  inspire  as  long  as  California  shall  live. 

^ '  My  Brothers,  may  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  become  really  a 
part  of  the  warp  and  woof  of  our  lives,  evidenced  by  purity  of  life  and 
rectitude  of  conduct  by  nobler  deeds  and  greater  aspirations.  May 
our  eyes  be  more  keen  to  observe  the  needs  of  our  fellow-men,  and  our 
hearts  more  sympathetic  to  the  touch  of  misfortune  so  that  when  we 
have  reached  the  end  of  our  toilsome  journey,  and  from  our  hands  have 
dropped  forever  the  tangled  skein  of  this  present  life,  it  may  be  said, 
of  each  of  us:  'He  loved  his  fellow  men.  He  knew  the  words  of 
Masonic  wisdom,  and  he  lived  a  Mason. '  ' ' 

Worshipful  Brother  Irving  Todd  presents  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  a  condensed  and  intelligent  review  of  the  various  juris- 
dictions in  which  he  considers  approvingly  California,  1914. 

M.*.  W.*.  Alfred  G.  Pinkham,  Grand  Master,  St.  Paul. 
E.'.  W.'.  John  Fishel,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  Paul. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
1916. 

98th  Annual,  Greenville,  Feb.  15-16. 

Lodges,  376;  membership,  20,334;  gain,  261. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Jesse  M.  Brooks,  Grand  Master,  and  preliminary  to  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  public  reception  as  appears  to  be  usual 
in  this  jurisdiction,  took  place,  at  which  a  program  of  music  and  ad- 
dresses was  carried  out. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  Annual  Address  sets  forth  his  concep- 
tion of  the  high  ideals  of  masonry  and  the  ethics  of  our  great  institu- 
tion in  eloquent  language,  from  which  we  excerpt  as  follows: 

'■  ^  But  there  is  within  the  heart  of  every  man  that  God-given  prin- 
ciple which  leads  towards  the  recognition  of  an  ideal  man,  who  forgets 
self  and  'seeks  his  own  in  another's  good',  and  the  nearer  an  individual 
or  a  collection  of  individuals  approaches  this  ideal,  the  more  does  he  or 
it  command  and  deserve  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
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Measured  by  this  standard  of  unselfishness,  and  disinterested  help- 
fulness, there  is  no  other  organized  body  in  the  civilized  world  that  is 
more  entitled  to  the  respect  and  admiration  of  men  than  the  great  body 
of  Freemasonry  which  you,  my  brethren,  represent  today.  Having  ex- 
isted from  time  immemorial,  this  noble  institution  now  stands  and  has 
always  stood  for  the  noblest  and  the  best  in  human  nature — for  the 
alleviation  of  human  suffering,  the  surcease  of  human  sorrow,  the  en- 
hancement of  human  joys  and  the  betterment  of  mankind. 

* '  Some  one  has  said  that  two  voices  are  ever  calling  unto  men — one 
coming  from  the  swamps  of  selfishness  and  force  where  success  means 
death,  and  the  other  from  the  hilltops  of  justice  and  progress  where 
even  failure  brings  glory;  that  two  lights  are  seen  on  their  horizon — 
one  the  fast  fading  marsh  light  of  power,  and  the  other,  the  slowly 
rising  sun  of  human  brotherhood;  that  two  ways  are  open  before  them — 
one  leading  to  an  ever  lower  and  lower  plane,  where  are  heard  the  cries 
of  despair  and  the  curses  of  the  poor,  where  manhood  shrivels  and  pos- 
session rots  down  the  possessor;  and  the  other,  leading  off  to  the  high- 
lands of  the  morning,  where  are  heard  the  glad  shouts  of  humanity  and 
where  honest  effort  is  rewarded  with  immortality. 

''Freemasonry,  my  brethren,  ever  voices  that  higher  call,  points 
ever  to  that  slowly  rising  sun  of  human  brotherhood,  and  directs  man- 
kind towards  that  way  leading  to  the  highlands  of  the  morning,  where 
are  heard  the  glad  shouts  of  humanity. ' ' 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  much  feeling  to  the  death  within 

the  year  of  the  beloved  Grand  Lecturer  and  Honorary  Past  Grand 

Master  Allen  M.  Hicks,  and  pays  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  sterling  quali- 
ties of  that  worthy  brother. 

He  referred  also  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  John  Y.  Murry, 
a  man  of  great  nobility  of  character. 

A  concise  statement  of  his  official  administration  is  set  forth  by 
the  Grand  Master;  six  new  lodges  were  constituted  that  had  received 
charters  at  the  preceding  annual  communication;  dispensations  were 
issued  to  form  five  new  lodges;  corner  stones  were  placed  to  four  pub- 
lic buildings;  and  a  large  number  of  visitations  were  made  to  subordi- 
nate lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  numerous  questions  were  referred  to 
him  for  decision  during  the  year,  but  as  practically  all  of  these  ques- 
tions were  settled  either  by  previous  decisions  or  the  clear  provisions 
of  the  law,  he  does  not  mention  the  questions  in  his  report. 

The  Masonic  Home  is  a  matter  of  intimate  concern  of  this  juris- 
diction. The  institution  has  been  doing  work  in  the  field  of  masonic 
charity  which  it  ocupies,  and  the  jurisdiction  does  not  hesitate  to  cheer- 
fully undertake  the  financial  burdens  and  sacrifices  which  the  proper 
maintenance  of  the  institution  necessarily  entails,  which  is  a  condition 
true,  not  only  of  Mississippi,  but  of  all  jurisdictions  that  believe  that 
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the  obligation  of  masonic  relief  and  charity  can  be  best  carried  forward 
through  the  Masonic  Home  System. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  presented  by  Past 
Grand  Master,  Harry  Howard,  who  at  the  outset,  addressing  his  brethren 
of  Mississippi,  expresses  the  hope  that  those  who  read  the  pages  of  his 
report  will  find  pleasure  in  knowing  what  is  being  done  in  masonry,  and 
in  gleaning  the  information  which  he  epitomizes  for  them  after  his  ex- 
haustive perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  a  great  many  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

He  reviews  California,  1914,  and  quotes  liberally  from  the  address 
of  Grand  Master  Murphy.  He  refers  approvingly  to  the  great  work  of 
charity  carried  forward  by  California  in  its  Homes  at  Decoto  and  San 
Gabriel. 

Brother  Howard,  in  his  conclusion,  gives  expression  to  his  opinion 
that  the  subjects  most  under  discussion  in  the  various  Grand  Lodges  are 
four,  viz : 

The  Masonic  Home. 

He  finds  upon  this  subject  that  opinion  as  to  its  utility  is  very  much 
divided,  many  giving  the  project  unqualified  approval  and  support,  while 
others  regard  the  Masonic  Home  as  a  veritable  ''white  elephant  to  be 
fed  and  looked  after  by  the  Craft",  a  "liability  instead  of  an  asset", 
and  quotes  from  one  of  the  reviewers  the  following: 

' '  From  a  careful  study  of  the  Proceedings  of  all  the  English- 
speaking  Grand  Lodges  for  the  last  five  years  I  have  reached  the  con- 
clusion— concurred  in  by  a  large  number  of  my  brother  reviewers — that 
a  Masonic  Home  is  by  far  the  most  expensive  way  of  dispensing  Masonic 
relief.  In  many  jurisdictions  the  money  spent  for  salary  of  superin- 
tendent and  assistants  is  considerably  more  than  that  expended  for  the 
board,  clothing  and  medical  attendance  of  the  inmates. 

''The  per  capita  cost  of  inmates  in  a  Masonic  Home  runs  all  the 
way  from  a  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  to  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  in  the  different  jurisdicti'ons,  and  this  does  not  include 
interest  on  the  money  invested  in  brick  and  mortar. ' ' 

The  three  other  subjects  mentioned  by  Brother  Howard  as  engag- 
ing the  thoughts  of  masonic  writers  and  Grand  Lodges  are: 

Perpetual  Jurisdiction; 

Printing  Eoster  of  Members: 

And  in  connection  with  this  subject,  he  calls  attention  to  the  com- 
mercial houses,  and  promoters,  who  desire  these  lists,  as  one  of  the 
substantial  reasons  why  rosters  of  members  should  not  be  ]3rinted. 

The  central  grand  lodge: 

Concerning  which  he  has  this  to  say: 


64 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


' '  Nearly  all  the  jurisdictions  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  have 
discussed  this  Oregon  proposition  of  surrendering  their  Sovereign  power 
to  a  central  body,  and  have  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  w^ith  it.  And 
the  Constituent  Lodges  of  the  jurisdictions,  reduced  to  mere  makers  of 
Masons  in  many  instances,  look  at  the  meetings  of  Grand  Masters  and 
Grand  Secretaries  with  surprise,  wondering  if  this  is  the  first  step  to- 
wards '  Kultur. '  ' ' 

M.*.  W.*.  George  Boyd  Power,  Grand  Master,  Jackson. 

E  .*.  W,*.  Frederick  Gordon  Speed,  Grand  Secretary,  Vicksburg. 


MISSOURI. 
1915. 

95th  Annual,  St.  Louis,  Sept.  28th. 
Lodges,  639;  membership,  63,966;  gain,  2,444. 

The  95th  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Tolman  W.  Cotton,  Grand  Master. 

An  Address  of  Welcome  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  St. 
Louis  by  Brother  Kiel,  Mayor  of  the  City,  and  response  to  the  Mayor's 
welcome  was  given  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful Brother  Boyd. 

The  principal  event  within  the  year  took  place  on  St.  John, 
the  Baptist's  Day,  June  24th,  at  which  time  the  corner  stone  of  the 
State  Capitol  at  Jefferson  City  was  laid.  The  occasion  was  a  notable 
one  and  many  of  the  prominent  masons  from  all  parts  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion took  part,  and  the  City  itself  made  of  the  day  a  gala  festival. 

Eeference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master  to  his  visit  to  Alexandria, 
Va.,  at  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  George  Washington 
Masonic  National  Memorial  Association.  He  gives  the  undertaking  his 
cordial  approval  with  the  recommendation  that  the  Grand  Lodge  give 
the  project  its  continued  support. 

Numerous  corner  stone  ceremonies  took  place  within  the  year,  not 
less  than  nine  in  number,  and  ceremonies  incident  to  the  dedication  of 
not  less  than  sixteen  masonic  halls  took  place. 

There  are  two  lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Missouri,  each  haing 
a  membership  of  more  than  one  thousand,  and  the  Grand  Master  refers 
especially  to  the  visit  of  the  Grand  Officers  on  May  29th  to  the  meeting 
of  Ivanhoe  Lodge  when  the  one  thousandth  member  was  added  to  the 
roll. 
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The  Grand  Master  in  concluding  his  excellent  address  assures  his 
brethren  that  if  his  administrating  as  Grand  Master  has  accomplished 
anything  worth  while,  credit  is  very  largely  due  to  the  generous  co- 
operation and  assistance  which  he  received  during  the  year  from  the 
brethren  of  the  jurisdiction,  who  counted  no  expense  too  large,  or 
sacrifice  too  great,  to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  important  office. 

He  referred  particularly  to  the  constant  support  and  aid  which  he 
received  within  the  year  from  the  Grand  Secretary  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  John  E.  Parson  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Juris- 
prudence Committe. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report,  we  learn  that  dispensations  to 
form  six  new  lodges  were  granted  within  the  year;  also  that  a  net  gain 
in  membership  of  nearly  2,500  took  place. 

As  usual,  the  magnificent  Masonic  Home  of  this  jurisdiction,  re- 
ceived generous  consideration  and  attention. 

Much  time  was  devoted  at  this  Communication  to  the  adoption  of 
constitutional  amendments  and  amendments  to  by-laws. 

The  several  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  on  local  masonic  law 
were  all  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  by  Eev.  C.  C.  Woods, 
D.  D.  P.  G.  M. 

He  reviews  California,  1914,  with  generous  quotations  from  the 
address  of  Grand  Master  Murphy,  referring  particularly  to  Grand  Mas- 
ter Murphy's  comments  on  the  subject  of  ''physical  qualifications"  and 
to  his  suggestion  that  permits  the  conduct  of  funeral  ceremonies  without 
the  necessity  of  formally  opening  the  lodge,  whereby  the  Master  and 
brethren  may  meet  at  the  residence  or  plaoe  designated  for  the  funeral 
and  assume  the  regalia  without  going  through  the  formal  ceremony  of 
lodge  opening. 

In  his  ' '  Conclusion ' ',  Brother  Woods  comments  interestingly  upon 
a  variety  of  subjects,  such  as  ' '  Masonic  Commissions ",  ' '  Making  a 
Mason  at  sight",  ''The  European  War",  etc.,  and  he  appends  a  list 
of  foreign  Grand  Lodges  recognized  as  regular  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  whhich  list  is  interesting. 

M.'.  W.'.  Frank  E.  Jesse,  Grand  Master,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
E.'.  W.'.  John  E.  Parson,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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MONTANA. 
1915. 

51st  Annual,  Great  Falls,  Sept.  15-16. 
Lodges,  86;  membership,  8,981;  gain,  753. 

The  Volume  of  Proceedings  of  1915  contains  the  record  of  eleven 
Special  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  for  purposes  of  con- 
stituting lodges,  placing  corner  stones,  and  dedicating  masonic  temples. 
The  Volume  also  contains  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  fifty-first 
Annual  Communication,  which  was  presided  over  by  the  Grand  Master 
Most  Worshipful  Lewis  A.  Smith. 

There  were  present  fifteen  Grand  Officers,  eleven  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ters, and  representatives  of  eighty-three  of  the  eighty-six  chartered 
lodges,  certainly  a  remarkable  attendance  for  a  jurisdiction  geograph- 
ically as  great  and  widely  scattered  as  is  Montana. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  in  his  address  to  his  marked  official  activ- 
ities within  the  year;  special  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were 
held  to  constitute  the  five  lodges  which  received  charters  at  the  pre- 
ceding Annual  Communication ;  dispensations  were  granted  to  form  not 
less  than  eight  new  lodges ;  we  believe,  something  of  a  record.  Numerous 
rulings  were  made  by  the  Grand  Master  touching  interpretation  of  the 
law  of  the  jurisdiction.  Many  of  the  subordinate  lodges  were  favored 
by  his  official  visitation  within  the  year,  and  he  otherwise  manifested  a 
marked  degree  of  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  communication  received  by  his  Grand 
Lodge  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  New  York,  embodying  a 
request  that  a  prayer  (form  of  which  was  inclosed)  be  addressed  to  the 
Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  that  the  war  in  Europe  should  speedily 
cease,  and  Grand  Master  Smith  remarks  that  while  he  is  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  he  still  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Universe  would  act  in  the  matter  ' '  without  waiting  to 
hear  from  us"^  and,  therefore,  the  Grand  Master  was  unable  to  under-  ) 
stand  how  any  particular  good  would  result  from  the  printed  form  \ 
mailed  out  from  New  York  to  be  addressed  to  the  ' '  Throne  of  Grace. ' ' 

Grand  Master  Smith  also  regarded  as  of  light  importance  a  request 
which  a  certain  lodge  in  New  York  had  made  to  the  various  Grand 
Lodges  that  each  lodge  protest  to  the  warring  nations  of  Europe  to  put 
an  end  to  the  conflict.  It  is  fair  to  state,  however,  that  Grand  Master 
Smith  entered  no  objection  to  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  freedom  of 
each  individual  along  those  lines  as  each  individual  may  be  moved  or 
otherwise.  He  disbelieves  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  take  action  in 
the  fields  suggested. 
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The  Grand  Master  refers  approvingly  to  the  return  of  unused  moneys 
contributed  for  the  relief  of  the.  Ohio  flood  sufferers,  which,  however,  has 
become  quite  the  proper  thing  in  connection  with  relief  work  of  masonry, 
as  this  return  of  unused  contributions  to  relief  funds  is  now  the  com- 
mon practice  among  masonic  grand  jurisdictions,  and  we  may  say  that 
perhaps  this  practice  was  established  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California 
in  1907  in  returning  to  donors  over  $60,000  of  masonic  relief  funds  con- 
tributed to  sufferers  in  the  earthquake  of  1906.  California,  in  that  in- 
stance, returned  more  than  20%  of  the  total  of  relief  funds  contributed 
by  outside  jurisdictions. 

Montana,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  numerically  is  not  a 
strong  jurisdiction,  maintains  a  splendid  Masonic  Home.  In  this  juris- 
diction, this  is  rather  an  expensive  form  of  masonic  charity,  there  being 
maintained  at  the  Home  at  the  present  time  not  more  than  twelve  or 
fifteen  guests  at  an  average  cost  for  the  preceding  year  of  about  $350 
per  member.  This  average  cost  will,  of  course,  gradually  decrease  as 
the  number  of  guests  increases,  and  after  the  unusual  expenses  incident 
to  early  operation  (the  home  beipg  only  a  few  years  in  existence)  are 
disposed  of ;  but  even  when  that  shall  have  been  done,  it  is,  we  believe, 
a  proposition  of  doubtful  wisdom  to  endeavor  to  maintain  a  Home  in  a 
jurisdiction  with  a  membership  no  larger  than  that  of  Montana. 

Eloquent  addresses  were  made  in  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the 
Annual  Communication  by  the  Grand  Orator,  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
E.  C,  Day,  and  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  H. 
S.  Heppner,  These  addresses  were  greatly  appreciated  and  by  order  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  were  printed  in  full  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings. 

The  closing  ceremony  of  the  Annual  Communication  was  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Signet  Eing.  The  retiring  Grand  Master  Most  Wor- 
shipful Brother  Smith  presented  in  a  pleasing  address  the  signet  ring  to 
his  successor,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  W.  H.  Allen.  In  the  presenta- 
tion he  called  attention  to  the  many  distinguished  men  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion that  had  worn  the  ring;  he  called  attention  to  the  symbolism  of  the 
ring,  and  to  the  high  ideals  of  service  which  it  implied,  and  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  trust  which  it  imposed. 

Grand  Master  Allen  fittingly  responded  and  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility which  the  signet  ring  impressed  upon  its  bearer. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  presented  for  the  seventh 
time  by  the  present  chairman.  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master 
H.  S.  Heppner. 

His  report,  as  usual,  is  fraught  with  much  of  value.  He  selects  with 
discriminating  judgment,  and  his  comments  bear  evidence  of  knowledge 
of  masonic  law. 
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California,  1914,  is  generously  reviewed.  The  address  of  Grand 
Master  Murphy  is  referred  to  in  the  most  complimentary  terms.  He 
has  generous  words  of  commendation  for  our  magnificent  Masonic  Home 
establishments  and  for  the  prodigal  generosity  of  our  people  in  caring 
for  these  great  masonic  charities.  He  refers  to  the  oration  of  Brother 
William  H.  Waste  as  especially  fine  and  well-worthy  of  perusal,  and  in 
connection  with  his  comments  upon  our  memorial  services,  he  quotes  in 
full  the  eulogy  entitled  '  ^  Our  Dead ' delivered  by  Most  Worshipful 
Past  Grand  Master  Orrin  Staples  Henderson. 

In  his  Conclusion,  Brother  Heppner  believes  that  contemplation  of 
the  world  war  has  been  in  a  sense  a  cement  that  has  bound  even  more 
closely  together  our  union  of  brotherly  love,  relief,  and  truth. 

He  truthfully  refers  to  masonic  charity  whether  expended  through 
loving  homes  and  asylums  for  the  aged,  widowed,  and  orphans,  or 
whether  as  individual  aid  at  homes  or  residences  of  friends,  as  the 
essence  of  our  masonic  teachings,  and  truthfully  states  that  it  is  the 
loving  spirit  that  counts,  regardless  of  the  method  in  which  it  is  man- 
ifested. 

He  also  notes,  what  is  true,  that  there  is  at  this  moment  an  awak- 
ened interest  in  the  study  side  of  masonry,  a  desire  among  the  member- 
ship to  know  more  of  the  traditions,  legends,  symbolism,  history,  achieve- 
ments of  masonry,  etc.,  than  ever  before;  in  other  words,  he  believes 
that  the  craving  for  knowledge  is  almost  abnormal  and  that  everywhere 
there  is  a  demand  for  instruction,  whereby  masonry's  mission  is  becom- 
ing a  real  entity  ' '  pulsating  with  life  and  vigor,  and  laboring  to  achieve 
its  God  given  mission  of  united  men  of  all  countries,  sects  and  opinions 
into  one  brotherhood. ' ' 

M.'.  W.'.  Dr.  W.  H.  Allen  Grand  Master,  Joliet. 

E.*.  W.'.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Grand  Secretary,  Helena. 

ISTEBRASKA. 
1915. 

58th  Annual,  Omaha,  June  8-9. 
Lodges,  267;  membership,  22,305;  gain,  1,183. 

The  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Thomas  M.  Davis,  presided, 
assisted  by  a  very  large  representation  of  Grand  Officers,  and  there  were 
present,  also,  an  imposing  assemblege  of  Past  Grand  Masters  and  Rep- 
resentatives of  nearly  all  the  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  Nebraska  masonry  is  its  Ma- 
sonic Home,  to  which  the  Grand  Master  refers  in  his  address  as  ex- 
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emplifying  to  a  high  degree  the  Masonic  tenet  of  brotherly  love.  An 
e&ort  is  being  made  in  Nebraska  to  establish  in  addition  to  the  regular 
Masonic  Home,  a  home  for  children,  which  would  result  in  a  system 
something  along  the  lines  of  our  California  Home  Institutions,  that  is, 
one  for  adults,  and  the  other  purely  for  children.  The  method  of  treat- 
ment of  this  subject  is  both  logical  and  proper. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  shows  that  his  official  year  was 
one  of  ''unexampled  prosperity". 

Dispensations  were  granted  to  form  five  new  lodges  and  dispensa- 
tion for  one  lodge,  for  which  application  was  made,  was  refused. 

Corner  stone  ceremonies  to  the  number  of  not  less  than  ten  were 
conducted  by  the  Grand  Master  in  person,  and  several  ceremonies  of  this 
character  by  proxies  appointed  by  him. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  a  request  which  he  received  to  have 
the  Grand  Lodge  insert  in  the  petitions  for  initiation  a  question  as  to 
the  particular  church  denomination  to  which  the  applicant  belonged. 
The  Grand  Master  very  properly  disposed  of  this  request,  by  stating  that 
a  belief  in  Deity  is  all  that  is  necessary  concerning  the  expression  of 
religious  faith. 

A  report  reached  the  Grand  Master  within  the  year  that  ciphers 
and  keys  w^ere  in  use  in  different  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  but  careful 
inquiry  failed  to  discover  any  evidence  tending  to  support  this  report, 
and  he  therefore  concluded  that  it  was  without  any  substantial  founda- 
tion. 

The  Grand  Master  rendered  a  number  of  decisions  interpreting  the 
law  of  the  jurisdiction,  one  of  them  to  the  effect  that  a  ''Grand  Lodge 
cannot  lay  a  corner  stone  for  a  church  on  a  Sunday".  In  our  opinion, 
there  is  nothing  inherently  inconsistent  in  a  Grand  Lodge  performing  a 
ceremony  of  this  kind  on  Sunday.  It  is  'true  that  one  day  of  rest  out 
of  the  seven  days  of  the  week  is  inculcated  in  our  masonic  teachings, 
but  whether  that  one  day  is  Saturday  or  Sunday  or  perhaps  some  other 
day  of  the  week  has  not,  so  far  as  we  know,  been  definitely  disposed  of; 
and  inasmuch  as  masonry  is  not  sectarian,  why  should  it  be  inconsistent 
with  our  teachings  to  perform  a  service  of  the  kind  mentioned  on  Sun- 
day, any  more,  for  instance,  than  on  Saturday? 

The  Grand  Master  reported  that  within  the  year  of  his  service  as 
Grand  Master,  he  travelled  something  like  14,000  miles,  which  we*  pre- 
sume is  something  of  a  record  so  far  as  Nebraska  is  concerned. 

The  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Nebraska  gives  to  the  George  Washing- 
ton Masonic  Memorial  Association  its  cordial  official  endorsement  and 
an  appropriation  of  $250. 
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The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Charles  J.  Phelps,  who  reviews  in  a  brief  and  intelligent  manner  most  of 
the  American  jurisdictions,  in  which  California,  1914,  finds  a  place. 

M.'.  W.*.  Samuel  S.  Whiting,  Grand  Master,  Lincoln. 
E.'.  W.'.  Francis  E.  White.,  Grand  Secretary,  Omaha. 

NEVADA. 
1915. 

51st  Annual,  Reno,  June  8-9-10. 
Lodges,  23;  membership,  1,975;  gain,  36. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Charles  A.  Beemer  presided  over  the  Annual 
Communication.  There  were  represented  nineteen  of  the  chartered 
lodges.  There  was  a  very  large  representation  present  of  Grand  Of- 
ficers, and  in  addition  thereto,  thirteen  Past  Grand  Masters  graced  the 
Communication  with  their  presence. 

After  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  distinguished  visitor  from 
California,  in  the  person  of  Most  Worshipful  Brother  William  P. 
Filmer,  Past  Grand  Master,  was  received  with  Masonic  honors,  and 
after  felicitations  were  exchanged,  he  was  seated  in  the  Grand  East, 
and  was  present  during  a  portion  of  the  first  day  of  the  Annual  Com- 
munication. 

The  Grand  Master  presented  his  report,  in  which  he  feelingly  re- 
ferred to  the  death  within  the  year  of  Past  Grand  Joseph  E.  Miller, 
and  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  Edward  T.  George. 

The  Grand  Master  paid  fraternal  visits  to  a  large  number  of  the 
subordinate  lodges,  and  otherwise  manifested  a  marked  degree  of  activ- 
ity along  various  lines  of  official  duty.  He  expresses  his  conception  of 
the  high  place  which  masonry  holds  in  human  affairs  in  the  following 
paragraph  taken  from  his  Conclusion: 

"Freemasonry  is  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  twentieth  century 
as  it  is  in  accord  with  its  progress.  It  stands  for  whatever  is  right  and 
best  for  the  permanent  good.  Every  virtue  is  exalted  by  its  teachings, 
and  every  vice  condemned.  In  every  community  its  sublime  teachings 
are  at  work,  uplifting,  inspiring,  energizing,  and  if  we,  my  Brothers, 
will  yield  but  a  part  of  our  time  to  positive  service  and  good,  Masonry, 
in  return,  will  never  fail  to  yield  a  benediction  to  Country,  Home  and 
State. ' ' 

An  effort  was  made,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee,  to  establish  a  Masonic  Home  Fund  by  a  per  capita  assess- 
ment of  25c.  The  recommendation,  however,  of  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Home  was  not  accepted,  and  the  proposition  to  establish  this 
fund  was  apparently,  for  the  present  at  least,  abandoned. 
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In  a  jurisdiction  no  larger  than  Nevada,  it  is  in  our  opinion,  which 
opinion,  we  believe,  is  concurred  in  by  nearly  every  one  who  has  given 
this  subject  attention,  impracticable. 

Continued  efforts  are  being  made  in  this  Jurisdcition  to  standard- 
ize the  ritualistic  work,  and  these  efforts  are  meeting  with  a  large  meas- 
ure of  success. 

•The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  for  the  twelfth  time  ren- 
dered by  Grand  Master  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Edward  L.  Vander- 
lieth,  who  carries  the  official  title  of  ' '  Commissioner  of  Eeview ' His 
comments  are  exceedingly  intelligent  and  discriminating.  He  gives 
California,  1914,  fraternal  consideration  and  makes  some  interesting 
observations  in  his  Conclusion,  from  which  we  make  the  following 
excerpt : 

''We  Craftsmen,  who  stand  for  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  Man,  should  intercede  for  peace,  though  first  honor  and 
mercy  alike  cry  out  that  this  Nation  of  ours  should  stop  the  selling  of 
munitions  to  the  belligerants,  and,  if  necessary,  place  an  embargo  on 
its  ports.  Strengthen  the  hands  of  those  in  authority,  O  Lord,  that  in 
all  things  they  may  seek  thy  honor  and  glory! 

''We  note  an  increased  recognition  that  enlightenment  and  educa- 
tion play  a  most  important  part  in  Masonry,  and  that  added  ways  are 
being  provided  for  their  obtainment.  Study  clubs  are  multiplying,  a 
lecture  bureau  has  been  formed  at  Helena,  Montana,  with  excellent  re- 
sults, the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  through  a  committee,  has  established 
a  National  Eesearch  Society,  supplying  a  pressing  want,  and  our  own 
Grand  Lodge,  and  others,  have  instituted  educational  scholarship  funds. 
All  are  receiving  the  hearty  support  of  the  Fraternity.  Plato  taught 
that  education  was  the  first  and  fairest  thing  that  the  best  of  men  can 
ever  have.  The  Fraternity  will  be  strengthened  thereby,  and  its  useful- 
ness widened.  Its  craftsmen  will  be  better  enabled  to  pursue  the  ideal 
perfection  of  citizenship  and  with  greater  courage  and  magnaminity  to 
carry  its  teachings  into  life.  An  increased  good  in  Masonry  means  an 
increased  good  to  states  and  individuals.  More  light,  brethren!  Let  the 
good  work  go  on!  " 

M.*.  W.'.  Ben  J.  W.  Coleman,  Grand"  Master,  Carson  City. 

v.*.  W.'.  Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  Grand  Secretary,  Carson  City. 

ISTEW  BRUNSWICK. 
1915. 

48th  Annual,  St.  John,  April  6-7. 
Lodges,  40;  membership,  3,685;  gain,  149. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Hedley  V.  B.  Bridges,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

By  change  in  the  constitutional  provision,  touching  the  date  of 
the  Annual  Communication,  the  date  has  been  moved  from  August  to 
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April,  whereby  only  eight  months  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  1914 
annual  communication  to  the  time  of  the  present  Annual  Communication. 

The  Grand  Master,  as  is  universally  the  case  in  annual  communi- 
cations of  the  current  year  of  jurisdictions  affiliated  with  England,  re- 
fers at  the  opening  of  his  address  to  the  ''catastrophe  incalculable", 
and  advances  the  opinion  that  while  Freemasonry  has  ever  flourished  in 
times  of  peace  and  has  always  deplored  the  miseries  and  suffering  in- 
spearable  from  war,  yet  gives  expression  to  the  universal  sentiment,  in 
the  jurisdiction,  that  wishes  for  peace  are  inopportune  and  can  only 
be  fervently  desired  when  the  principles  of  truth  and  justice  have 
finally  triumphed  and  the  holy  cause  for  which  England  is  battling, 
that  is  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  is  triumphant. 

He  refers  to  the  large  number  of  masons,  even  from  his  small 
jurisdiction,  that  have  gone  across  the  waters  to  battle  in  the  cause  of 
freedom,  and  it  is  extremely  significant  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Colonies 
of  Great  Britain  that,  apparently  without  exception,  they  are  as  keenly 
and  patriotically  interested  in  the  success  of  England  in  this  great  war 
as  are  the  inhabitants  of  England  herself. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  death  of  Lord  Eoberts,  Field 
Marshall  of  Great  Britain.  He  is  referred  to  with  pride  as  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  military  heroes  that  Great  Britain  has  produced, 
and,  while  excelling,  as  he  did,  as  a  military  chieftain,  he  was  also  de- 
voted to  the  principles  of  masonry,  being  a  member  of  Military  Lodge 
No,  728,  Dublin,  in  which  he  took  a  deep  interest,  being  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  its  meetings,  whenever  his  military  duties  brought  him  to 
Ireland, 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  early  history  of  Freemasonry  in 
New  Brunswick,  and  finds,  by  reference  to  a  recently  published  work 
upon  masonry,  in  the  Province,  that  the  initial  masonic  meeting  was 
held  Sept.  1,  1784,  being  presided  over  by  Eev.  J.  Beardsley,  who  had 
been  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  a  memorial  to  Eev,  Beards- 
ley  be  erected  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  recommendation  was  after- 
wards duly  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  subject  of  the  war  in  Europe  being  the  thought  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  the  brethren,  the  Grand  Master  closes  his  excellent  address 
in  the  following  burst  of  patriotic  diction: 

' '  But  if  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  decrees  that  this 
awful  war  shall  continue  until  the  wrongs  of  suffering,  down-trodden 
Belgium  shall  have  been  measurably  righted,  until  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  shall  have  been  driven  from  the  fields  of  fair  France  and  her 
dismembered  Empire  wholly  restored^  until  the  ancient  rights  and  lib- 
erties and  language  have  been  given  back  to  poor  Poland  and  until  the 
clang  of  armor  and  sword  of  Prussian  militarism  be  no  more  heard  in 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


73 


Europe,  naught  shall  we  say,  but  as  was  said  of  old,  'Just  and  right- 
eous are  Thou  altogether  in, Thy  works,  O  Lord,' 

Among  the  matters  considered  at  this  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  the  application  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands for  recognition,  and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which  recommendation  apparently 
was  based  upon  the  non-action  up  to  that  date  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Scotland,  the  question  of  recognition  was  postponed  to  the  next 
Annual  Communication. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  address 
of  the  Grand  Master,  we  quote  the  following: 

''Grand  Lodge  has  learned  with  pride  of  the  large  number  of 
Masons  at  Empire  Lodge,  London,  at  which  it  was  stated  that  five 
thousand  members  of  this  organization  form  part  of  the  First  Canadian 
Expeditionary  Force.  If  Masonry  stands  for  anything  in  this  Empire, 
it  stands  unswervingly  erect  for  the  Crown  and  Throne  of  England. 
The  principles  taught  in  our  Lodges  have  clearly  tightened  the  ties 
which  bind  the  individual  to  King  and  Country. 

"Grand  Lodge  will  fully  agree  with  the  Grand  Master's  expression 
of  opinion  regarding  the  War.  His  eloquent  words  will  make  a  perma- 
nent impression  upon  those  who  were  privileged  to  hear  his  address, 
expressing,  as  he  did,  clearly  and  forcibly  the  thoughts  which  lie  deed 
in  the  hearts  of  all. ' ' 

M,*.  W.'.  Hedley,  V.  B.  Bridges,  Grand  Master,  Fredericton. 
R.*.  W.'.  J.  Twining  Hartt,  Grand  Secretary,  St.  John. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
1916. 

127th  Annual,  Concord,  May  17th. 
Lodges,  80;  membership,  1,158;  gain,  148. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  jurisdiction  is  perhaps  the  Semi- 
annual Communication,  rather  than  the  annual  communication.  The 
Semi-annual  is  more  largely  attended,  and  at  this  Communication  the 
various  degrees  are  exemplified  by  different  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction; 
and  at  both  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  which  were  held  upon 
this  Semi-annual  Communication,  magnificent  musical  selections  were 
rendered,  so  the  report  states,  by  the  Shubert  Quartette  of  Boston. 

At  the  Annual  Communication,  the  Grand  Master  delivered  the 
usual  address,  the  especial  feature  of  which  was  the  section  relating  to 
Necrology,  the  jurisdiction  having  suffered  a  visitation  of  the  Grim 
Reaper  in  the  removal  of  several  of  those  who  had  been  eminent  in  the 
masonry  of  the  jurisdiction. 
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The  official  activities  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  manifested  in  cer- 
tain Special  Communications  in  the  nature  of  Lodges  of  Instruction, 
also  for  the  dedication  of  masonic  halls. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  Masonic  Home  as  being  the  most 
worthy  object  of  masonic  endeavor  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  com- 
mends it  to  the  generous  consideration  of  the  brethren. 

An  attitude  of  friendly  interest  is  maintained  toward  the  George 
Washington  National  Masonic  Memorial  Association,  at  the  last  meeting 
of  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  ably  represented,  with  the  cordial  en- 
dorsement which  this  representation  carried. 

Eeference  was  made  by  the  Grand  Master  in  his  report  to  the  first 
Grand  Master  of  the  jurisdiction, — the  soldier,  patriot,  and  stateman, 
John  Sullivan,  and  he  voiced  the  opinion  that  it  is  doubtful  if  any  other 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  Eepublic  had  so  distinguished  a  man  for  its  first 
Grand  Master,  and  he  laments  the  fact  that  this  distinguished  citizen 
and  mason  has  as  yet  no  fitting  memorial  to  his  character  and  worth, 
and  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  masonic  fraternity  of  New  Hamp- 
shire may  at  no  distant  date  see  that  a  statue  in  General  Sullivan's 
honor  is  erected  in  the  capital  city  of  the  State. 

This  subject  has  been  agitated  in  New  Hampshire  for  several  years, 
and  we  trust  that  the  hope  of  the  Grand  Master  that  a  monument  to 
Past  Grand  Master  Sullivan  may  soon  be  erected  by  the  masons  of  the 
jurisdiction. 

Grand  Master  Harry  M.  Cheney  makes  his  tenth  consecutive  annual 
report  on  Correspondence.  As  usual,  it  is  marked  by  a  high  order  of 
ability. 

California,  1915,  is  generously  reviewed,  and  much  of  interest 
found  by  Brother  Cheney  in  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  par- 
ticularly in  the  scholorly  address  of  Grand  Master  Bledsoe. 

M.*.  W.'.  George  E.  Bales,  Grand  Master,  Wilton. 
E.*.  W.'.  Harry  M.  Cheney,  Grand  Secretary,  Concord. 


NEW  JERSEY. 
1916. 


129th  Annual,  Trenton,  April  19-20. 
Lodges,  196;  membership,  42,257;  gain,  1,688. 

The  Volume  of  Proceedings  is  embellished  with  photographs  of 
several  of  the  Masonic  Temples  of  New  Jersey,  some  of  which  display 
marked  architectural  beauty. 
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The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Edward  M.  Searing,  Grand  Master,  assisted  by  the 
complete  staff  of  Grand  Officers,  and  there  being  present  representatives 
of  194  of  the  196  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction,  only  two  lodges  being  un- 
represented, which  we  believe  is  the  record,  so  far  as  representatives  of 
subordinante  lodges  is  concerned,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  meetings  held 
within  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  presents  a  clean-cut,  straight-forward  statement 
of  his  official  acts  within  the  year. 

Under  the  heading  of  decisions,  he  states  that  many  questions  were 
propounded  to  him  within  the  year,  all  of  which  were  amply  provided 
for  in  the  Digest,  and  none  of  them  requiring  anything  in  the  nature  of 
an  official  decision. 

He  refers  with  pride  to  the  Masonic  Home,  characterizing  the  insti- 
tution as  an  expression  of  the  ''noble  work  of  the  Fraternity." 

Eeference  is  made  in  his  report  to  an  incident  that  occurred  on 
Feb.  16th,  whereby  through  the  courtesy  of  one  of  his  subordinate 
lodges,  he  was  given  the  extreme  and  unique  pleasure  of  a  fraternal 
visit  with  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Albert  G.  Burnett,  Grand  Master 
of  California,  by  means  of  the  great  transcontinental  ''voice  railway". 
Our  Worshipful  Grand  Master  presented,  through  the  telephone,  the 
compliments  of  the  60,000  masons  of  California  to  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  and  brethren  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  splendid  State 
of  New  Jersey,  stating  that  though  the  two  jurisdictions  were  separated 
by  more  than  three  thousand  miles  of  territory,  they  yet  are  bound 
together  by  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  brotherhood,  and  that  the  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  the  great  Fraternity,  whether  it  be  in  California 
or  New  Jersey,  are  as  ever-lasting  as  the  Throne  of  God,  and  that 
though  madness  and  barbarism  seem  for  the  moment  to  dominate  a 
large  part  of  the  so-called  civilized  world,  yet  our  Grand  Master  Bur- 
nett assured  his  Brother  across  the  continent,  that  the  madness  would 
pass  and  give  way  to  a  better  civilization,  founded  upon  the  eternal 
principles  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey  expressed  to  his 
brother  in  California  the  reciprocal  fraternal  feelings  entertained  by  the 
Craft  of  New  Jersey  towards  their  brothers  at  the  Golden  Gate,  and 
that  while  thousands  of  miles  separated  their  persons,  yet  the  voice 
from  across  the  continent  seemed  but  a  few  yards  away,  and  that  this 
was  in  a  sense  typical  of  the  close  bond  of  brotherhood  that  united 
those  in  the  Fraternity,  though  separated  by  the  width  of  a  continent. 
The  incident  was  certainly  very  delightful,  and  one  that  will  no  doubt 
linger  in  the  recollection  of  the  distinguished  brothers. 
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The  first  day  of  the  Annual  Coramimication  was  made  notable,  in  a 
certain  sense,  by  the  reception  of  eminent  brethren  from  other  juris- 
dictions, reference  being  made  to  a  fraternal  visit  from  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania^  and  the  other  Grand  Officers 
from  this  jurisdiction  and  from  New  York  and  Delaware.  They  were 
received  with  the  usual  Grand  Honors  and  escorted  to  seats  in  the  East. 

The  Grand  Lodge  accepted  the  custody  at  this  Communication  of 
what  is  known  as  the  ' '  Old  Masons '  Hall ' '  of  New  Jersey,  the  oldest 
masonic  building  in  America  north  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line. 
This  building  was  occupied  as  one  of  the  first  school  buildings  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  in  the  very  center  of  the  scene  of  stirring 
revolutionary  action  at  the  time  that  Washington  crossed  the  Delaware, 
and  fell  upon  his  surprised  and  panic-stricken  enemies,  marking  one  of 
the  notable  successes  of  Washington's  military  career. 

This  old  masonic  building  had  been  acquired  through  the  patriotic 
activities  of  certain  of  the  prominent  masons  of  New  Jersey,  who  at 
this  Communication  handed  over  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  key  of  the 
famous  old  structure  "almost  as  dear  to  the  hearts  of  masons  of  New 
Jersey",  the  Committee  states,  ''as  our  flag  is  dear  to  all  of  us  who 
love  America 

Brother  Wilbur  F.  Sadler,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  received 
the  grateful  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  assurance  that  the 
old  building  would  be  for  all  times  safe-guarded  and  protected. 

Something  of  an  innovation,  so  far  as  Grand  Lodges  are  concerned, 
obtains  in  this  jurisdiction  in  that  the  Grand  Master  apparently  ap- 
points at  each  Annual  Communication  a  committee  of  nine  ladies  who 
have  oversight  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Masonic  Home.  Very 
proper  and  appropriate  and  extremely  unselfish,  so  far  as  the  ladies 
are  concerned,  to  assume  this  important  and  responsible  task. 

Worshipful  Eobert  A.  Shirrefs,  Chairman,  again  presents  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  as  usual,  the  report  possesses  a  high 
order  of  merit. 

M.*.  W.*.  Wm.  E.  Meakle,  Grand  Master,  Trenton. 
E.'.  W.'.  Theo.  B.  Townley,  Grand  Secretary,  Trenton. 
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NEW  MEXICO. 

1915. 

28tli  Annual,  Albuquerque,  Oct.  11-12-13. 
Lodges,  43;  membership,  3,564;  gain,  203. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful F.  Hare,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  sets  forth  in  a  businesslike  and  concise  manner 
his  official  activities  within  the  year.  He  made  a  limited  number  of  rul- 
ings upon  the  local  law  of  the  jurisdiction.  He  issued  dispensations  to 
form  two  new  lodges,  and  made  a  number  of  official  visitations  to  sub- 
ordinates. In  conclusion,  he  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  on  its 
flourishing  condition^  calling  attention  to  the  healthy  increase  in  num- 
bers and  in  funds  within  the  year,  and  predicts  a  continued  era  of 
solid  and  substantial  growth  and  prosperity. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  a  Special  Committee  on 
''Kit  Carson  Memorial",  the  home  property  of  this  famous  mason  was 
turned  over  for  preservation  and  conservation  to  the  care  of  Bent 
Lodge  No.  32,  with  certain  reservations  in  the  deed  of  gift  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  a  room  to  be  known  as  Kit  Carson  Eoom,  to  be  main- 
tained as  a  museum,  etc. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Worshipful  Brother 
John  Milne,  who  succeeded  to  the  chairmanship  of  that  committee.  Past 
Grand  Master  Wroth,  who  was  New  Mexico's  correspondent  for  so  many 
years.  Dr.  Milne  presents  an  excellent  report.  He  reviews  with  intel- 
ligent and  discriminating  criticism  the  reports  of  the  various  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  California,  1914,  being  fraternally  considered,  with  sev- 
eral quotations  from  Grand  Master  Murphy 's  address. 

Brother  Milne  is  in  error  in  his  statement  that  the  Independent 
Grand  Lodge  of  France  was  extended  fraternal  recognition  by  Califor- 
nia; the  reverse  of  this  was  what  actually  took  place,  although  final 
action  upon  the  petition  of  this  alleged  Grand  Body  was  carried  over 
from  the  Annual  Communication  of  1914  for  final  action  in  1915, 
which  was,  as  stated^  adverse  to  the  pretentions  of  this  alleged  Grand 
Lodge. 

Brother  Milne,  in  his  conclusion,  ventures  the  opinion,  in 
which  we  concur,  that  there  are,  perhaps,  too  many  misgivings  on 
the  part  of  Grand  Masters  touching  the  abuse  of  the  blackball. 

There  is,  in  the  opinion  of  Brother  Milne,  very  little  ground  for 
this  alarm,  and  he   ventures  the   opinion  that  subordinate  lodges 
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should  be  allowed  to  retain,  without  interference,  the  unquestioned 
right  to  select  their  own  material,  or  perhaps  better  say,  the  right  to 
reject  material  not  acceptable  to  them. 

M.'.  W.'.  Amos  W.  Pollard,  Grand  Master,  Deming. 

M.'.  W.'.  Alpheus  a.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary,  Albuquerque. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1915. 

27th  Annual,  Sydney,  June  24th. 
Lodges,  260;  membership,  21,502;  gain,  1,024. 

The  Volume  of  Proceedings  under  consideration  embraces  the 
various  Special  and  Quarterly  Communications,  extending  from  June 
24,  1914,  to  June  24,  1915,  inclusive. 

The  various  Communications  were  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  William  Thompson,  and  the  domi- 
uent  note  in  all  of  the  Proceedings  springs  from  a  realization  of  the 
serious  and  tremendous  struggle  in  which  the  Mother  country  is  en- 
gaged, and  aside  from  the  performance  of  routine  business,  and  the 
adoption  of  reports,  are  expressions  of  support  and  loyalty  to  the 
Mother  country,  coupled  with  extremely  generous  financial  contri- 
butions, amounting  to  thousands  of  dollars,  to  the  patriotic  funds. 

One  of  the  noticeably  pleasant  incidents  of  the  administration 
of  the  Grand  Master  for  the  current  year  was  the  raising  on  August 
6,  1914,  of  the  son  of  the  Grand  Master  by  the  Grand  Master  himself, 
who  obligated  and  raised  the  candidate  and  addressed  him  in  a  feel- 
ing and  impressive  manner  upon  the  subject  of  his  attaining  the 
Sublime  Degree. 

In  addition  to  appeals  for  the  Patriotic  Fund,  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction carried  forward  during  this  current  masonic  year,  the  build- 
ing of  a  magnificent  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Sydney.  This 
jurisdiction,  however,  is  in  splendid  financial  condition,  as  is  true  of 
practically  all  of  the  Australian  jurisdictions,  the  Funds  of  this  juris- 
diction amounting  to  nearly  $400,000. 

Being,  no  doubt,  misled  by  the  reported  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  in  extending  recognition  to  the  so-called  National 
Grand  Lodge  of  France,  this  jurisdiction  extended  fraternal  recogni- 
tion to  this  so-called  Grand  Lodge  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Body.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  if  an  independent  investigation  had  been  made 
as  to  the  qualifications  of  this  alleged  body  for  recognition  that  recog- 
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nition  would  not  have  been  extended,  and  we  believe  it  is  the  opinion 
of  those  who  have  carefully  investigated  the  pretenses  of  this  so- 
called  Grand  Body,  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  that  it  is 
not  entitled  to  recognition  as  such. 

Most  Worshipful  William  Thompson  discharged  so  capably  the 
duties  of  Grand  Master  during  the  year  preceding  that  he  was  unani- 
mously chosen  to  succeed  himself  for  the  next  ensuing  masonic  year. 

He  refers  in  one  of  his  addresses  to  the  very  great  appreciation 
which  he  felt  for  the  reception  tendered  to  him  by  the  brethren  of 
Sydney  at  the  Town  Hall  on  the  24th  of  June^  when  over  3,000  breth- 
ren from  remote  parts  of  the  country  and  from  the  City  assembled 
in  his  honor. 

Eeports  of  the  various  Quarterly  Communications  were  made  by 
the  Grand  Inspector  of  Workings,  showing  a  splendid  masonic  spirit 
throughout  the  jurisdiction,  disclosing  an  active  and  alert  condition 
of  masonry,  which  is  going  forward  in  its  splendid  career  in  this 
progressive  jurisdiction. 

Eeferring  to  the  awful  war  in  Europe  in  which  British  Colonies 
are  all  indirectly  involved,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence uses  the  following  language: 

'  The  dire  calamity  of  war  has  fallen  upon  the  civilized  world, 
and  the  great  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  has  become 
involved  in  that  Titanic  struggle  now  raging  in  Europe. 

"The  very  universality  of  our  Order,  so  frequently  our  proud 
boast,  has,  by  reason  of  its  all-embracing  nature,  produced  a  cleavage 
in  the  bonds  that  unite  us. 

''Brother  is  arrayed  in  arms  against  brother,  and  by  the  con- 
suming patriotism  and  allegiance  to  our  native  land,  which  we  incul- 
cate as  one  of  our  most  cherished  tenets,  the  conflict  is  bloody  and 
severe,  and  must  go  on  to  the  bitter  end. 

"Little  wonder,  then,  that  our  Craft  has  suffered,  especially  in 
the  countries  involved  in  the  struggle. 

' '  Our  pride  and  joy  is  in  the  fact  that  everywhere  brethren  of 
our  Order  have  realized  their  responsibilities,  have  cheerfully  relin- 
quished comfort,  ease  and  pleasure,  and  gone  forth  to  take  up  arms 
at  their  country 's  call,  prepared  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  the  cause 
they  have  espoused. 

Everywhere,  too,  have  the  most  generous  and  noble  responses 
been  made  to  the  demand  for  service  to  those  who  are  suuffering 
from  the  ravages  of  war,  and,  the  world  over,  the  great  heart  of  the 
Masonic  body  is  beating  in  active  and  substantial  sympathy  with  the 
bereaved,  the  wounded,  the  destitute,  and  with  each  individual  suf- 
ferer from  the  cataclysm." 
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An  excellent  report  on  correspondence  is,  as  usual,  rendered  by 
various  members  of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  the  work  being 
divided  among  the  several  members  instead,  as  is  usual  in  this  coun- 
try, of  being  written  by  the  Chairman.  The  various  Eeviews  con- 
sist of  concise  and  intelligent  comment  touching  the  proceedings  of 
the  different  jurisdiction,  although  the  volume  of  California  Proceed- 
ings apparently  did  not  reach  the  Committee,  as  California  is  omitted 
from  the  report. 

A  paragraph  in  the  Conclusion  of  the  report  is  worthy  of  special 
mention,  as  follows: 

* '  One  fact  will  be  disclosed,  viz,  that  the  war,  which  seems  to 
have  evoked  the  worst  passions  in  some  nations,  has  called  forth  in 
the  Masonic  Body  the  most  expansive  expressions  of  benevolence,  and 
all  have  vied  with  each  other  in  seeking  to  alleviate  suffering,  bind 
up  the  wounded,  comfort  the  bereaved,  relieve  the  wants  and  soothe 
the  afflictions  of  the  victims  and  mourners." 

M.*.  W.'.  Bro.  Wm.  Thompson,  Grand  Master. 

M.'.  W.'.  Arthur  H.  Bray,  Grand  Secretary,  Sydney. 

NEW  YORK. 

1916. 

125th  Annual,  New  York  City,  May  2. 
Lodges,  852;  membership,  197,423;  gain,  4,960. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  Most  Worshipful 
George  Freifeld,  presiding. 

Immediately  after  the  formal  opening,  the  Grand  Master  de- 
livered his  Annual  Address,  which  consists,  in  the  main,  of  a  business- 
like presentation  of  the  Masonic  activities  within  the  preceding  year. 

He  enumerates  a  large  number  of  Ceremonials  conducted  within 
the  year  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  presided  over  by  him  as  Grand  Master. 
These  ceremonials  consisted  of  the  constitution  of  a  large  number  of 
lodges  that  had  received  their  charters  at  the  preceding  Annual 
Communication,  the  dedication  of  a  number  of  masonic  halls  and 
temples,  the  placing  of  corner  stones  of  several  public  buildings,  and 
the  celebration  of  anniversaries  of  various  lodges,  these  anniversaries 
ranging  all  the  way  from  the  fiftieth  to  the  one  hundredth  and  tenth 
of  the  creation  of  certain  of  the  subordinate  lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  particularly  refers  to  the  visit  on  June  20th 
of  the  Grand  Master  and  a  large  number  of  Grand  Officers  and  Past 
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Grand  Officers,  to  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica,  this  being  the  one 
great  official  visitation  of  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  a  certain  measure  of  satisfaction 
to  the  large  amount  raised  by  the  various  lodges  for  the  so-called 
''Redemption  Fund",  that  is,  for  the  redemption  of  a  portion  of  the 
debt  standing  against  the  New  York  City  property,  the  amount  now 
accumulated  towards  this  fund  being  $703,635;55,  leaving  about  $400,- 
000  still  needed  to  complete  the  Fund. 

We  presume  there  is  hardly  another  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  the 
world  with  the  financial  strength  to  lift  such  a  tremendous  financial 
obligation. 

A  Balance  Sheet  is  presented  showing  the  total  of  the  various 
Funds  and  Properties  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction  of  $5,741,086.70, 
against  which  there  are  liabilities  consisting  of  outstanding  bonds  on 
the  New  York  City  properties,  and  otherwise,  of  perhaps  half  this 
amount.  The  obligations,  however,  are  in  a  fair  way  of  rapid  liqui- 
dation, so  that,  within  a  reasonable  time,  this  jurisdiction  will  have 
property  worth  probably  five  and  a  half  millions  or  six  millions  of 
dollars,  free  of  debt. 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication  was  favored  with  dis- 
tinguished visitors.  The  Most  Worshipful  Louis  A.  Watres,  Grand 
Master  of  Pennsylvania,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  Grand  Officers 
of  that  jurisdiction,  were  received  with  the  honors  befitting  their 
station,  and  Grand  Master  Watres  of  Pennsylvania  made  a  stirring 
masonic  address,  which  met  the  cordial  approval  of  his  auditors. 
Grand  Master  Watres  referred  to  the  Great  Masonic  charities  of  the 
two  jurisdictions,  that  is,  the  Masonic  Home  establishments,  the  one 
at  Elizabethtown  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  at  Utica  in  New 
York.    Speaking  of  these  institutions.  Grand  Master  Watres  says: 

''We  have  at  Elizabethtown,  midway  between  Lancaster  and 
Harrisburg,  a  Masonic  Home  that  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
world.  We  have  there  981  acres  of  land.  We  have  there  a  Grand 
Lodge  Hall  that  cost  us  over  half  a  million  dollars.  We  have  invested 
there  a  million  and  a  quarter  dollars.  We  have  today  276  guests  there, 
the  adults  averaging  70  years  old,  and  some  as  old  as  94.  We  have 
children  there  up  to  the  age  of  14  years.  And  in  our  State  the  heart 
of  every  Mason  is  at  Elizabethtown.  That  is  the  favorite  of  all  of  us 
there.  When  a  Mason  wants  to  do  something,  he  does  it  for  the 
Masonic  Home  at  Elizabethtown.  I  believe  that  the  work  you  have 
done  at  Utica  and  the  work  we  are  trying  to  do  at  Elizabethtown,  will 
stand  out  as  perhaps  the  noblest  flower  of  all  our  efforts,  and  I  believe 
that,  as  time  goes  on,  there  shall  be  unveiled  in  the  work  at  Utica 
and  Elizabethtown  a  spirit  which  is  there  manifest,  which  is  being 
developed  there — I  believe  that  perfection  will  finally  be  unveiled 
there  in  the  work  we  are  doing  and  that  the  achievement  will  grow 
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with  time  and  that  achievement  shall  be  one  of  our  finest  aims  and 
aspirations,  to  do  good. ' ' 

We  would  ilke  to  ask  some  of  our  masonic  reviewers  who  oppose 
the  Masonic  Home  system,  South  Carolina  for  example,  how  they 
would  manage  the  widow^s  and  orphans  and  distressed  aged  masons 
problems  in  such  jurisdictions  as  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  except 
through  the  *'Home"  system? 

The  New  York  Masonic  Home  is  a  ' 'family  of  five  hundred",  and 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Home  276  guests  are  now  provided  for,  and  the 
Home  establishment  there  is  of  comparatively  recent  creation. 

Brother  Leonard  Wood,  ranking  Major  General  of  the  United 
States  Army,  was  also  a  distinguished  guest  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
this  time.  He  made  some  rather  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  subject 
of  preparedness  and  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  United  States  in 
bestowing  the  blessings  of  good  government  in  certain  instances 
where  it  has  intervened  for  this  purpose,  and  we  are  glad  to  quote  a 
few  of  his  remarks  upon  these  subjects: 

' '  This  little  Cuban  flag,  that  you  have  up  here  this  morning,  is 
really  an  American  flag,  in  one  sense.  Its  place  there  is  due  to  the 
philanthropic  work  of  our  own  people. 

"We  intervened  in  Cuba  to  establish  conditions  of  order  and  to  do 
away  with  certain  conditions  that  we  thought  were  undesirable.  We 
built  up  a  little  nation  which  is  really  living  under  our  protection. 
That  is  pretty  good  evidence  to  the  world  of  America's  spirit. of  fair 
dealing  and  fair  play.  But  the  important  thing  to  bring  home  to  our 
own  people  is,  I  believe,  that  fair  dealing  and  fair  play  and  national 
morality  will  not  protect  us.  We  all  know  that  the  most  blameless 
nations  have  been  ruthlessly  overrun  and  deprived  of  their  rights,  and 
we  know  that  this  has  been  done,  not  only  in  our  own  experience,  but 
it  has  been  done  in  the  experience  of  the  past  centuries.  The  story  is 
the  same  now  as  it  has  been  for  centuries.  We  also  know  that  we 
have  something  worth  defending.  I  know  we  have,  and  so  do  you. 
We  have  institutions  that  we  believe  are  vital  to  humanity.  We  have 
a  government  that  we  are  going  to  defend  to  the  last  ditch.  We  have 
homes  that  w^e  are  going  to  defend.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  do  these 
things,  we  as  sensible  men  must  recognize  the  fact  that  we  cannot 
successfully  defend  them  without  some  kind  of  reasonable  prep- 
aration. ' ' 

***** 

' '  We  realize  pretty  thoroughly  that  justice  is  not  universal  in  the 
world,  and  that  morality  and  fair  dealing  and  politeness  won't  protect 
us,  and  we  don't  want  to  see  you,  or  to  see  men  of  your  kind  or  men 
of  your  families,  or  your  boys  forced  into  a  useless  conflict — useless  in 
the  sense  that  it  will  be  entirely  hopeless  unless  you  are  prepared. 
There  seems  to  be  something  anomalous  in  the  army  or  representatives 
of  the  army  trying  to  preach  to  the  people  preparation  for  war  when 
we  have  no  enemies.  Believe  me.  Brethren,  it  is  far  from  my  thought 
to  say  one  word  in  favor  of  preparation  for  war.  I  have  no  tliouglit  in 
my  heart  excepting  'preparation  for  peace.    The  only  way  to  prepare  for 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


83 


peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  We  look  with  sympathy  upon  all  the 
people  engaged  in  this  great  war.  We  must  not  close  our  eyes  to  the 
facts  that  exist  around  us  and  that  are  becoming  more  and  more  ap- 
parent even  to  the  most  sluggish  intellects  of  the  present  days.  We 
must  realize  with  the  preacher  who  said  that  peace  and  happiness  are 
the  ends  of  all  life  and  the  hope  of  all  nations^  but  so  long  as  men  have 
visions  and  dream  dreams,  there  will  inevitably  come  times  when  they 
must  fight.  If  you  believe  a  thing  honestly  from  the  bottom  of  your 
heart,  if  you  are  convinced  you  are  right,  if  you  believe  in  your  gov- 
ernment and  in  your  institutions,  you  cannot  do  anything  else  but 
fight  to  preserve  those  beliefs  if  you  are  a  man." 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  also  visited  at  this  time  by  eminent 
masons  from  the  neighboring  jurisdiction  of  New  Jersey,  who  were 
accorded  a  cordial  reception  with  the  honors  due  them. 

In  this  Jurisdiction  there  is  an  officer  called  the  ''Judge  Advo- 
cate", a  brother  versed  and  skilled  in  masonic  jurisprudence,  to 
whom  all  questions  of  masonic  law  are  presented,  and  whose  reports 
upon  mooted  questions  of  law  are  always  accepted  as  conclusive. 

The  following  paragrphs  from  his  report  are  quoted  as  being  of 
perhaps  more  than  mere  local  interest: 

''That  a  member  of  a  Lodge  who  has  been  unaffiliated  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  may  upon  payment  to  the  Lodge  of  the  amount  of 
dues  for  which  he  was  unaffiliated,  apply  at  any  time  for  reinstate- 
ment; that  the  Lodge  is  bound  to  act  within  a  reasonable  time  upon 
his  application,  and  that  if  it  refuses  to  reinstate  him,  he  becomes  a 
non-af filia,te  and  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  showing  that  he  has  paid 
his  indebtedness  to  the  Lodge;  and  he  may  then  apply  for  affiliation 
to  any  other  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction.  That  the  Lodge  has  no 
authority  to  return  the  money  paid  by  the  member  in  liquidation  of 
his  dues." 

***** 
"A  by-law  of   a  Lodge,  which  provides  for  life  membership 
therein,  and  that  members  in  such  classes  shall  be  exempt  "from  the 
payment  of  further  dues,"  does  not  exempt  such  members  from  pay- 
ment of  assessments  duly  levied  by  the  Lodge." 

***** 

' '  That  the  effect  of  a  failure  of  a  member  to  pay  a  Lodge  assess- 
ment is  not  the  same  as  failure  to  pay  Lodge  dues.  For  the  latter 
the  member  is  subject  to  unaf filiation;  for  failure  to  pay  an  assess- 
ment, he  is  liable  to  charges,  trial  and  punishment." 

***** 

"It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  some  rule  might  well  be  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  effect  that  every  candidate,  in 
connection  with  the  conferring  of  the  symbolic  degrees  upon  him, 
should  receive  some  instruction  in  the  more  important  principles  of 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and  that  he  should  receive  a  copy  of  our 
Constitution  and  be  admonished  to  familiarize  himself  with  it.  A 
candidate  must  show  his  proficiency  in  the  ritual  before  he  can  be  ad- 
vanced to  succeeding  degrees.    It  is  quite  as  important,  in  another 
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sense,  that  he  should  also  have  some  knowledge  of  the  laws,  which 
not  only  regulate  the  affairs  of  Lodges,  but  also  govern  his  relations 
and  obligations  to,  and  rights  in,  these  Lodges  and  the  Fraternity 
generally" 

There  is  also  in  this  jurisdiction  another  officer  peculiar  to  New 
York,  known  as  the  Grand  Historian,  filled  by  the  able  and  scholarly 
Eight  Worshipful  Ossian  Lang,  whose  Dissertation  at  this  time  was 
upon  a  subject  assigned  to  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to-wit:  ''Was 
Freemasonry  derived  from  the  Medieval  Craft  Gilds  of  Masons?" 
The  erudite  treatise  is,  of  course,  too  long  to  be  quoted  in  this  report, 
but  one  or  two  if  his  ''findings"  are  given  because  they  contravene 
the  ordinarily  accepted  theory  that  Speculative  masonry  was  the  out- 
growth of  original  "Operative  Masonry",  whereby  Operative  Ma- 
sonry gradually  faded  away  and  in  its  place  was  erected  the  Specu- 
lative Masonry  of  today. 

His  "findings"  are  as  follows: 

"If  you  accept  my  findings,  we  shall  agree: 

(1)  That  Freemasonry,  as  we  know  it,  is  in  nowise  derived  from 
operative  Masonry. 

(2)  That  a  'symbolic'  fraternity  existed,  whose  members,  un- 
der Anglo-Saxon  conditions,  frequently  chose  to  obtain  the  freedom 
of  the  Masonic  craft  gild  by  'acceptance.' 

(3)  That  the  explanation  for  the  preference  accorded  to  the 
Masonic  gild  may  be  inferred  from  the  aspect  of  cathedral  building 
in  the  medieval  age,  more  especially  the  function  of  Masons,  to  give 
form  to  symbols  of  predetermined  significance,  the  brotherhood  striv- 
ing to  unite  men  of  diverse  interests  and  to  preserve  the  'geometry' 
of  sacred  things. 

(4)  That  on  the  European  continent  the  brotherhood  had  not 
even  an  elbow-touch  connection  with  craft  gilds,  the  latter  being  ex- 
clusively trade  organizations. 

(5)  That  the  history  of  the  'Laws,  Forms  and  Usages'  of  the 
Fraternity,  while  of  less  significance  than  that  of  'the  Arts  and 
Sciences  thereof,'  nevertheless  is  of  considerable  interest,  and  serves 
to  interpret  much  that  could  not  otherwise  be  accounted  for. 

(6)  That  'Laws,  Forms  and  Usages'  are  largely  derived  from 
association  with  Masonic  craft  gilds  and  form  merely  the  outer  shell 
or  mold  into  which  the  substance  was  poured  which  developed  into 
the  kind  of  Freemasonry  we  know. ' ' 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  usual  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Most  Worshipful  Brother  William  Sherer  and  his  associates. 
Worshipful  Brother  Emil  Frenkel  and  Emanuel  Loewenstein.  The 
Eeviews  of  the  various  jurisdictions  are  condensed,  the  whole  report 
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occupying  scarcely  more  than  100  pages.  California,  1915,  is  referred 
to  with  several  quotations  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Bledsoe. 

M.*.  W.".  Thomas  Penny,  Grand  Master,  Buffalo. 

M.'.  W.*.  Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  Secretary,  K^ew  York, 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

1915. 

26th  Annual,  Wellington,  May  12th. 
Lodges,  198;  membership,  13,435;  gain,  171. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  the  Annual  Communication  in 
Ample  Form,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  John  Joseph  Dougall,  pre- 
siding. 

The  matter  probably  of  prime  importance  in  this  jurisdiction  is 
the  presentation  of  the  Balance  Sheet,  wherein  the  resources  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  are  set  forth,  a  list  of  the  various  funds  given,  and  a 
statement  of  income  and  expenditures,  all  set  forth  in  an  exceedingly 
businesslike  manner. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  now  been  in  existence  just  twenty-five 
years;  it  now  has  invested  assets  of  about  $175,000  and  during  its 
existence  has  distributed  in  the  way  of  charity  an  amount  about 
equal  to  its  present  total  invested  funds,  that  is  to  say  $125,000, 
representing  in  that  manner  amounts  received  of  about  $300,000  in 
addition  to  expense  of  administration,  surely  an  extremely  gratifying 
record. 

One  of  the  first  orders  of  business  in  the  Annual  Communications 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  the  election  of  Grand  Master,  and  under  this 
order  of  business,  the  Most  Worshipful  Brpther  John  Joseph  Dougall 
was  unanimously  elected  to  succeed  himself  in  that  exalted  station. 

From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  which  is  the 
business  organization  within  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  general  condition 
of  masonry  is  set  forth,  and,  as  one  would  naturally  expect,  the 
principal  topic  discussed  is  the  war  in  progress  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  notwithstanding  the  financial  support  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  extending  in  the  patriotic  cause,  the  lodges,  without  ex- 
ception, have  not  only  carried  on  their  charitable  work  as  usual,  but 
showed  an  improvement  and  advance  over  the  preceding  year. 

Particular  mention  is  made  of  the  beneficial  results  accruing  to 
the  subordinate  lodges  through  the  official  visits  made  by  the  Grand 
Master  to  many  parts  of  the  Dominion  within  the  preceding  year, 
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and  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  Grand  Master  is  mentioned  as  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  Craft. 

The  Grand  Master  was  in  due  course  installed,  following  his  re- 
election, and,  after  his  installation,  presented  his  annual  address  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  made  up  principally  of  a  resume  of  the 
progress  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  formation  to  the  present  time, 
this  being  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  its  foundation. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  certainly  overcame  the  great 
difficulties  and  obstacles  placed  in  the  way  of  its  formation  by  the 
Mother  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  particu- 
larly of  the  persistent  opposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  was  the  first  of  the  three  to  accord- 
recognition,  and  this  was  followed  a  number  of  years  afterwards  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  favorable  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  having  been  brought  about  largely  through  the 
kindly  offices  of  the  late  King  Edward,  VII,  before  he  ascended 
the  Throne,  and  while  he  was  still  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland  was  only  grudgingly  extended  two  years  previously  in  1913, 
after  New  Zealand  had  achieved  a  membership  of  more  than  13,000 
with  190  or  more  subordinate  lodges. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  contrasts  the  differences  in  the 
policies  of  the  Government  of  England  towards  her  colonies,  which 
is  marked  with  extreme  liberality  and  the  granting  of  well-nigh  full 
and  unrestrained  liberty  of  action,  with  the  policy  of  the  Grand 
Masonic  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland,  in  accordance  with  which 
freedom  is  denied  to  the  very  last  possible  moment,  and  only  until 
after  the  entire  masonic  world,  outside  of  these  grand  lodges  have 
accorded  independent  recognition,  has  recognition  been  extended. 

The  experience  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  is  acquiring 
in-dependence  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland  differs 
in  no  material  respects,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover, 
from  the  experience  of  Australia  and  other  Grand  Lodges  in  achiev- 
ing their  independence  of  the  so-called  Mother  Grand  Lodges. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  by  the  Eight  Worshipful 
Brother  Sydney  Clifton  Bingham  is  a  comprehensive  and  intelligent 
review  of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions,  in  which  California,  1914, 
has  a  prominent  place,  with  quotations  from  the  report  of  Grand 
Master  Murphy,  the  oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  Waste,  reports 
of  committees,  etc. 

M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  John  Joseph  Dougall,  Grand  Master,  Christchurch. 
M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Malcolm  Niccol,  Grand  Secretary,  Auckland. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 
1916. 

129th  Annual,  Ealeigh,  Jnne  18-19-20. 
Lodges,  442;  membership,  2,530;  gain,  1,061. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  the  Most 
Worshipful  F.  P.  Hobgood,  presiding. 

After  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  resolution  offered  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Winston  was  adopted,  extending  to  Right  Wor- 
shipful Brother  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary,  an  expression  of 
the  joy  and  gratitude  of  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  recovery  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  from  a  most  serious  illness,  which  he  had  suffered 
within  the  year,  necessitating  his  absence  from  his  official  duties  for 
many  months,  and  extending  also  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Carolina  to  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Honorable  Thomas  J. 
Shryock,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Maryland,  and 
the  brethren  of  that  jurisdiction  who  had  so  graciously  shown  con- 
siderate attention  to  Brother  Drewry  while  a  patient  in  one  of  the 
great  hospitals  of  Baltimore. 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  this  time  was  honored  with  visits  from 
Grand  Officers  of  other  jurisdictions,  reference  being  particularly 
made  to  Hon.  R.  A.  Cooper,  Grand  Master  of  South  Carolina,  Past 
Grand  Master  John  H.  Cowles  of  Kentucky;  also  Grand  Officers  and 
Past  Grand  Officers  of  one  or  two  other  jurisdictions. 

Grand  Master  Hobgood  was  unavoidably  absent  from  the  juris- 
diction of  North  Carolina  during  most  of  the  preceding  year  and  dur- 
ing his  enforced  absence,  the  duties  of  his  exalted  station  devolved 
upon  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Right  Worshipful  A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr., 
and  because  of  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  his  report  as  to  his 
activities  is  necessarily  brief. 

In  refusing,  as  he  did,  in  the  few  months  that  he  administered  the 
duties  of  his  office,  numerous  requests  for  dispensations  to  do  things 
prohibited  by  the  constitutional  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he 
based  his  action  upon  the  express  wording  of  one  of  the  general  reg- 
ulations, which  states  that  the  Grand  Master  is  the  creature  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  deriving  all  of  his  authority  from  that  body,  and  is 
vested  with  no  perogative  which  may  annul  her  laws  and  edicts  or 
contravene  her  avowed  policy. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  our  conception  of  the  functions  of  a 
Grand  Master,  and  regardless  of  the  theory  which  holds  that  Grand 
Masters  existed  before  Grand  Lodges  were  created,  and  are,  therefore, 
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in  a  sense  superior  to  Grand  Lodges,  this,  so  far  as  masonry  of  the 
present  day  is  concerned,  is  pure  theory  and  Grand  Masters  are,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  creatures  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  and  should  be  superior  to  the  Grand 
Master, 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Eight  Worshipful  A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr., 
presents  what  may  be  considered,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the 
Grand  Master's  report  for  the  preceding  year.  He  mentions  with  much 
feeling  the  death  within  the  year  of  Dr.  John  A.  Collins,  on  Dec.  24, 
1915.  He  had  just  finished  reading  the  proof  of  his  report  for  the 
current  year,  and  the  Grand  Master  truly  states  that  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  fill  Dr.  Collin's  place. 

Eeference  is  made  also  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Louis  S.  Williams,  who  presided  over  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
Grand  Master  as  far  back  as  1859. 

Dispensations  were  issued  by  the  Grand  Master  to  form  six  new 
lodges.  A  number  of  interpretations  of  masonic  law,  applicable  to  the 
jurisdiction,  are  reported  by  him.  He  speaks  in  especial  praise  of  the 
Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  also  of  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home. 
The  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum  is  the  "apple  of  its  eye"  of  this  juris- 
diction, and  the  institution  which  shelters  372  children  is  certainly 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  land. 

On  account  of  the  advance  in  general  learning  and  education,  the 
Grand  Master  very  properly  advises  that  one  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
regulations  which  provides  that  ''inability  to  write  is  no  bar"  to 
membership  shall  be  repealed,  and  that  as  a  substitute  therefor,  the 
following  shall  be  adopted: 

"Inability  to  write  name.  The  petition  must  be  signed  by  the 
hand  of  the  petitioner,  who  must  be  able  to  read  and  write ' ',  surely 
a  very  proper  regulation  and  a  desirable  substitute  for  the  one  now 
in  existence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  entertained  by  an  oration  by  the  Grand 
Orator,  Brother  H.  A.  Gudger.  His  effort  was  greatly  appreciated  and 
the  oration  was  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceedings. 

Substantial  recognition  was  accorded  the  George  Washington 
Memorial  Temple  Association  in  that  $500  was  appropriated  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  aid  of  that  great  enterprise. 

As  previously  stated,  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was 
prepared  by  the  late  Dr.  John  A.  Collins,  who  had  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  twenty  years,  having  just  completed  his  twen- 
tieth report  before  he  was  touched  by  the  Death  Angel. 
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In  his  brief  introduction,  Dr.  Collins  calls  attention  to  the  marked 
prosperity  of  the  Craft  everywhere  in  evidence  whereby  the  various 
Grand  Lodges  are  able  to  dispense  large  amounts  in  the  maintenance 
of  their  organized  charities  and  for  the  relief  of  public  and  private 
cases  of  pressing  need,  and  calls  special  attention  to  this  evidence  of 
Brotherhood  as  manifested  now  in  the  help  extended  to  the  sufferers 
of  the  European  war,  through  the  war  relief  funds  contributed  prac- 
tically by  every  American  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

He  comments,  also,  upon  the  absence  of  bitterness  against  any  of 
the  belligerents  in  addresses  of  our  various  Grand  Masters,  the  pre- 
vailing note  being  one  of  overwhelming  sorrow  at  the  awful  tragedy 
which  has  engulfed  so  large  a  section  of  the  human  race. 

Brother  Collins  reviews  California,  1914,  generously  and  fra- 
ternally, with  words  of  especial  praise  for  much  of  that  contained  in 
the  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  Murphy. 

Dr.  Collins'  death  is  not  only  a  loss  to  his  own  jurisdiction,  but 
will  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  genuine  bereavement  by  the  circles 
of  masonic  correspondents  throughout  the  world. 

M.*.  W.*.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Jr.,  Grand  Master,  Ealeigh. 
E.'.  W.*.  John  C.  Drewry,  Grand  Secretary,  Ealeigh. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

1915. 

26th  Annual,  Grand  Forks,  June  15. 
Lodges,  111;  membership  9,593;  gain,  463. 

The  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Frank  H.  Spray,  presided  in 
the  Grand  East  and  was  assisted  by  a  full  corps  of  Grand  Officers,  a 
large  representation  of  Past  Grand  Masters  and  representatives  of  the 
111  chartered  lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  a  year  of  Masonic  activity  within  his 
jurisdiction.  Three  lodges  which  received  charters  at  the  preceding 
Annual  Communication  were  duly  constituted  and  dispensations  were 
issued  to  form  five  now  lodges. 

The  only  so-called  decision  on  Masonic  Law  was  one  of  a  purely 
local  character,  and  the  report,  all  in  all,  afforded  striking  evidence  of 
the  peace  and  harmony  which  prevails  in  this  splendid  jurisdiction. 

One  of  the  events  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  at  the  time  of 
the  Annual  Communication,  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Grand  Forks, 
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jST.  D.,  and  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  dedication  was  the  splendid 
dedicatory  address  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
Walter  L.  Stockwell.  He  indicates  what,  in  his  opinion,  masonry  con- 
sists of.  He  states  what,  in  his  judgment,  is  masonry's  message,  and 
what,  as  he  understands  masonry,  is  its  mission.  Of  what  masonry 
consists,  he  says  in  part: 

"The  Constitution  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  says: 
'Pure  ancient  Masonry  consists  of  three  degrees  and  no  more;  En- 
tered Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  including  the  Su- 
preme Order  of  the  Holy  Eoyal  Arch'.  This  statement  is  made  at 
this  time  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  getting  back  to  fundamentals, 
at  least  occasionally.  Anything  else  which  is  today  grouped  under 
the  head  of  Masonic  degTees  or  orders,  may  be  put  down  as  the  out- 
growth of  the  zeal,  the  ambition,  or  the  fertile  brain,  of  some  men  or 
group  of  men  to  achieve  fame  for  themselves,  and  possibly  render  a 
service  to  the  seeker  after  higher  light  in  Masonry.  It  is  a  well  es- 
tablished fact  that  in  the  beginning  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  that 
of  Knight  Templar,  were  conferred  in  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons. 
Hence,  we  repeat  that  the  Symbolic  Lodge,  the  Lodge  of  Master 
Masons,  is  fundamental;  and  anything  which  cheapens  or  commercial- 
izes the  institution  is,  in  our  judgment,  a  serious  reflection  upon  the 
dignity  and  character  of  Masonry.  How  many  men  are  there  in  your 
acquaintance  today  who  are  seeking  admission  into  our  Lodges  solely 
because  of  the  attraction  that  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  has  for  them 
with  its  wonderful  lessons  and  its  opportunities  for  service.  Too  fre- 
quently we  fear  there  is  something  else  in  our  present  scheme  of  so- 
called  Masonic  degrees  which  attract  their  attention.  Do  not  get  the 
idea  that  we  disapprove  of  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  or  the  Templar 
Orders,  or  the  Scottish  Rite  or  the  Shrine.  We  have  them  all,  but  it  is 
our  desire  tonight  to  impress  upon  you  the  fact  that  when  all  is  said 
and  done,  Symbolic  Masonry  it  was  that  has  stood  the  test  of  opposi- 
tion, of  prejudice,  of  the  anathemas  of  the  church,  and  unless  Masonry 
in  this  form  is  kept  strong  and  vigorous  your  whole  scheme  of  higher 
degrees  falls.  And  we  may  add  that  we  cannot  disassociate  our  mem- 
bership in  any  of  these  other  degrees  or  bodies  with  our  capacity  as 
Master  Masons.  May  we  urge  that  nothing  ever  be  done  in  a  public 
way  which  brings  discredit  upon  Masonry  in  the  eyes  of  the  profane. 
Let  us  never  forget  that  by  our  conduct  as  men  is  our  institution 
judged.  Our  Masonry  is  not  a  cloak  that  can  be  put  on  and  off  at  will, 
it  must  be  a  part  of  the  life  we  live." 

Of  Masonry's  message,  he  says  in  part: 

''Masonry  teaches  brotherhood  and  democracy;  democracy  and 
brotherhood  are  the  solutions  of  the  world's  proijlems  today.  Our 
thoughts  instinctively  turn  to  the  world  conflict  raging  today,  and  the 
extreme  delicacy  of  our  national  position.  May  it  not  be  our  part  to 
lead  the  world  out  of  the  darkness  which  has  fallen  upon  it.  Let  us 
not  lose  our  sanity.  May  not  this  nation,  in  which  all  the  old  world 
elements  and  nationalities  are  being  fused,  show  to  the  warring  peo- 
ples of  Europe  that  there  is  no  reason  why  hatred  should  rule  in  their 
lives;  and  in  this  time  of  our  national  crisis  may  we  refrain  from 
saying  the  word  or  doing  the  act  which  may  imperil  our  safety  and 
our  solidarity.    Let  us  remember  that  there  is  but  one  name  under 
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heaven  and  on  earth  by  which  we  may  be  designated,  and  that  is 
'Americans.'  " 

And  of  Masonry's  mission,  he  says: 

"If  Masonry  has  left  the  faintest  impression  upon  our  hearts,  it 
will  at  least  imbue  us  with  a  desire  to  demand  for  ourselves  only  what 
is  right,  and  secure  for  our  fellow  those  things  which  will  insure  his 
full  measure  of  comfort  and  happiness.  It  will  help  put  out  of  our 
lives  those  twin  expressions  of  darkness,  greed  and  avarice." 

He  believes  that  real  masonry  is  manifested  and  exemplified  in 
the  Symbolic  degrees,  and  concludes  his  intensely  interesting  discourse 
in  the  following  eloquent  tribute  to  our  noble  institution: 

Larger  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  Symbolic  Masonry.  It  will 
always  stand  for  the  highest  ideals  of  Brotherhood.  It  will  more  and 
more  associate  itself  with  great  social  and  moral  movements  of  our 
times.  It  will  concern  itself  ever  and  always  with  the  best  standards 
of  manhood  and  personal  conduct  among  its  members.  So  that  we  as 
Masons  may,  indeed,  be  master  builders  here  below;  and  this  splendid 
Temple  which  we  dedicate  tonight  may  be  as  a  beacon  set  upon  a  hill 
giving  light  and  direction  to  all  who  seek  its  sacred  portals. ' ' 

The  newly  elected  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Harry  Lord, 
after  his  installation,  upon  the  last  day  of  the  Communication,  voiced 
in  the  following  manner  his  tribute  to  Masonry: 

Masonry  is  more  than  ever  coming  to  realize  its  lofty  mission  in 
life;  and  to  see  its  work  marked  out  in  the  wide  fields  of  varied  human 
endeavor,  not  alone  confined  to  Lodge-hall  and  ritualistic  ceremony. 
Masonry  is  answering  the  call  of  human  need  everywhere  today;  it  is 
responding  to  the  summons  to  a  higher  civic  righteousness  and  social 
purity.  Its  high  ethical  and  moral  ideals  are  now  being  translated 
and  incarnated  into  actual,  every-day  life.  We  are  not  only  supposed 
to  believe  in  and  to  praise  Masonry,  but  also  to  live  it  day  by  day. ' ' 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  by  James  W.  Foley, 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  renders  a  condensed  and  exceedingly  intelli- 
gent review  of  the  various  jurisdictions. 

California,  1914,  is  fraternally  considered  with  complimentary 
reference  to  and  quotations  from  the  report  of  Grand  Master  Murphy. 

M.'.  W.".  Harry  Lord,  Grand  Master,  Cando. 

K.'.  W.'.  Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Grand  Secretary,  Fargo. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 
1915. 

SOtli  Annual,  Halifax,  June  9th. 
Lodges,  74;  membership,  6,765;  gain,  7. 

The  Fiftieth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Worship- 
ful William  Medford  Christie,  K.  C,  Grand  Master. 

A  large  number  of  the  Eepresentatives  and  Grand  Officers  of  the 
constituted  lodges  were  present. 

The  Grand  Chaplain,  as  is  the  custom  in  this  jurisdiction,  imme- 
diately after  the  opening  exercises,  delivered  an  address,  the  interest- 
ing theme  of  which  was  the  '^Responsibility  of  Citizenship",  which 
subject  he  developed  in  an  interesting  and  instructive  manner. 

After  the  address,  the  Grand  Lodge  tendered  the  distinguished 
Brother,  Right  Worshipful  Brother  MacKinnon,  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
his  inspiring  address,  and  he  was  requested  to  hand  the  manuscript  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  to  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

The  Grand  Master  then  delivered  his  Annual  Address  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  calling  attention  at  the  outset  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  had  just  attained  its  fiftieth 
year,  and  he  contrasted,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  small  number  of 
lodges  which  united  to  form  the  Grand  l^odge  with  the  large  number 
now  working  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Particular  attention  was  drawn  by  him  to  the  contrast  in  the  con- 
ditions existing  at  this  time,  and  the  conditions  that  existed  one  year 
previously  at  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  No  one  dreamed  at 
the  previous  Annual  Communication  that  only  one  brief  year  would 
find  the  entire  British  Empire  engaged  in  the  most  tremendous  and 
appauling  war  in  all  history. 

There  is  one  significant  circumstance  in  all  of  the  Masonic  Grand 
Lodges  of  colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  that,  without  exception,  they 
are  intensely  loyal  to  the  Mother  country,  and  are  not  only  willing, 
but  eager  to  help  fight  her  battles. 

This  circumstance  is  evidence  of  what  must  be,  upon  the  whole, 
the  benevolent  rule  which  the  mother  country  exercises  over  her  de- 
pendencies, and  this  fact  is  proving  in  this  tremendous  emergency 
through  which  England  is  passing,  a  mighty  influence  in  holding  up 
the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  and  if  victory  shall  finally  perch  upon  the 
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banners  of  the  allies,  no  little  credit  must  be  given  to  the  British  Col- 
onies scattered  throughout  the  world. 

Concerning  the  subject  of  the  war  and  the  part  that  Nova  Scotia 
and  the  masons  of  Nova  Scotia  are  taking,  the  Grand  Master  states: 

'^The  British  Empire  is  not  engaged  in  this  war  for  the  purpose  of 
conquest,  but  in  order  to  uphold  the  honour  of  our  country,  to  protect 
the  weak  and  innocent  from  the  ruthless  hand  of  the  strong  wrong- 
doer, and  to  preserve  to  the  whole  world,  freedom,  honor  and  justice. 
Many  of  the  sons  of  Nova  Scotia  have  voluntarily  gone  forth  to  assist 
in  the  great  struggle,  which  is  now  being  carried  on  by  the  British 
Empire  and  her  allies  against  those  nations  which  have  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  world,  destroyed  the  homes  of  the  innocent,  and  who  are 
waging  war  against  all  that  we  hold  most  sacred. 

''Among  those  who  have  gone  to  the  Front,  are  many  of  our  Ma- 
sonic brethren  and  the  sons  of  brethren  of  this  Grand  Masonic  Juris- 
diction. The  end  of  that  conflict  does  not  appear  to  be  near,  and  no 
man  can  prophesy  within  measurable  distance  at  what  time  the  war 
will  end,  nor  what  the  outcome  will  be.  It  is  our  duty  as  Masons  to 
loyally  support  the  Government  in  carrying  on  this  war  against  those 
who  would  trample  under  foot  and  destroy  all  the  principles  of  our  be- 
loved Order.  I  believe  that  in  the  end,  justice  and  right,  although  now 
seriously  threatened,  will  triumph,  and  that  while  we  cling  to  the  an- 
cient landmarks,  principles  and  charges  of  Freemasonry,  and  nobly  do 
our  duty  in  whatever  station  it  has  pleased  the  Grand  Architect  of  the 
Universe  to  place  us,  we  need  have  no  fear  of  what  the  future  has  in 
store  for  our  Grand  Lodge,  nor  for  the  brethren  herein  represented. 
Let  us  pray  for  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  let  us  do  our  share  of  the 
work  necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  obtain  and  secure  that  peace  we 
hope  and  trust  will  come  out  of  this  conflict^  and  wall  forever  hereafter 
prevail  throughout  the  world. 

''We  cannot  all  enlist  in  the  great  army  that  is  now  fighting  and 
shedding  its  blood  for  King  and  country,  but  we  can  serve  our  King 
and  country  as  good  and  loyal  citizens  of  this  great  and  glorious  Em- 
pire and  fulfil  the  mission  of  Masonry  by  exerting  ourselves  to  make 
provisions  for  the  care  of  the  wounded  soldiers,  to  help  support  the 
families  of  those  who  fall,  and  to  bring  as  much  comfort  as  possible  to 
all  those  in  distress  and  want.  That  I'  believe  is  the  mission  of  the 
Freemasons  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. ' ' 

Concerning  the  state  of  masonry,  the  Grand  Master  indicates  that 
the  year  had  been  one  of  comparative  quiet,  the  minds  of  the  people 
being  fully  absorbed  with  the  war  that  very  little  time  had  been  left 
to  consider  the  subject  of  masonry.  The  general  condition,  however, 
of  the  Fraternity  continues  excellent;  the  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
are  in  flourishing  condition,  and  the  benificent  functions  of  the  fra- 
ternity are  discharged  in  a  highly  laudable  manner. 

The  Grand  Master  rendered  a  few  unimportant  rulings  concern- 
ing local  law  and  made  a  number  of  official  visits  to  subordinates 
within  the  year.    He  refers  with  just  pride  to  the  Masonic  Home,  one 
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of  the  outstanding  features  of  this  jurisdiction,  stating  that  the  Nova 
Scotia  Freemasons'  Home  has  been,  and  is  a  genuine  success,  and  that 
all  of  the  masons  of  the  jurisdiction  have  good  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  institution. 

A  Jubilee  Celebration  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the 
first  day  of  the  Annual  Communication.  The  function  was  largely  at- 
tended by  the  masons  and  their  lady  friends;  it  consisted  of  a  finely 
selected  program  of  music;  an  address  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  a 
condensed  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  Past  Grand  Master  T.  A. 
Cossmann. 

Most  Worshipful  Thomas  Mowbray  presents  his  fifteenth  Annual 
Eeview  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges.  At  the  outset  of 
his  report,  he  ventures  the  opinion  that  nothing  of  stirring  importance, 
masonically  speaking,  has  taken  place,  and  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  present  dreadful  war  in  Europe  has  had  a  depressing  effect  upon 
Freemasonry,  particularly  in  the  jurisdictions  of  the  colonies  of  Eng- 
land, and  states  that  it  has  been  keenly  felt  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
Nova  Scotia,  very  many  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  subordinate 
lodges  being  engaged  in  the  conflict,  and  many  being  in  course  of 
preparation  to  take  their  share  in  the  deadly  strife,  ready  and  willing, 
as  he  states,  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  their  king  and  country. 

He  reviews  with  intelligent  discrimination  the  various  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  and  has  warm  words  of  commendation  and  approval  for 
the  address  of  Grand  Master  Murphy  of  California  and  the  eloquent 
oration  of  Brother  William  H.  Waste. 

M.'.  W.*.  Donald  Fisher  Eraser,  Grand  Master,  New  Glasgow. 
M.*.  W.*.  Thomas  Mowbray,  Grand  Secretary,  Halifax. 

OHIO. 

1915. 

106th  Annual,  Dayton,  Oct.  20th. 
Lodges,  541;  membership,  101,185;  gain,  5,110. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  Brother  George  L.  Marshall. 

As  is  usual  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  practically  every  subordi- 
nate lodge  was  represented.  In  other  words,  out  of  the  541  chartered 
lodges,  only  sixteen  were  without  representation. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  a  year  of  marked  official  activity.  Dis- 
pensations were  granted  to  form  two  new  lodges;  numerous  emergent 
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communications  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  lodges,  dedi- 
cating masonic  halls,  placing,  corner  stones  of  public  buildings,  etc. 

He  manifested  a  degree  of  activity  in  visitations  to  subordinate 
lodges,  inspiring  by  his  official  presence,  in  the  various  portions  of  his 
magnificent  jurisdiction,  interest  and  enthusiasm  among  the  members. 

Speaking  of  ''Decisions",  he  states  that  numerous  requests  have 
been  made  of  him  for  opinions,  etc.,  and  that  all  have  been  answered 
b}''  reference  to  the  Code  or  Proceedings,  and  he  adds  that,  in  his 
judgment,  the  jurisprudence  of  the  jurisdiction  should  not  be  encum- 
bered with  needless  decisions  which  are  nothing  than  constructions 
of  by-laws  or  code,  stating,  also,  that  through  the  work  of  the  splendid 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  which,  through  the  wisdom  of  a 
long  line  of  capable  predecessors,  has  actually  established  the  masonic 
law  of  the  jurisdiction,  all  attempts  to  confuse  by  the  addition  of  new 
decisions,  are  unwise  and  unnecessary. 

In  closing  his  address,  Grand  Master  Marshall  thus  touches  the 
high  points  of  masonry: 

''Possessed  with  a  language  and  history,  Freemasonry  has  had 
for  centuries  but  one  mission,  and  that  mission  is  to  direct  the  minds 
of  men  to  the  one  true  living  God,  and  to  vitalize  in  the  highest  sense 
the  principles  of  human  Brotherhood.  Thus  Masonry,  the  hand-maiden 
of  religion,  strengthens  the  Mason  in  his  service  to  God,  to  his  coun- 
try, and  to  humanity,  and  is  found  a  living  force  for  good  in  every 
avenue  of  worthy  effort.  Our  growth  is  therefore  not  phenomenal,  but 
rather  natural,  and  there  can  be  no  danger  to  the  Institution  in  num- 
bers so  long  as  the  Ancient  Principles  govern  and  inspire  the  Craft. ' ' 

The  Volume  of  Proceedings  of  1915  is  embellished  with  cuts  of  a 
number  of  the  Masonic  Temples  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ing to  observe  that  some  of  the  masonic  buildings  chosen  for  illustra- 
tion are  not  the  stately  buildings  found  in  the  large  cities,  but  the 
more  humble  meeting  places  of  the  smaller  country  towns  where,  per- 
haps, the  genuine  spirit  of  brotherhood  is  exemplified  to  a  higher 
degree  than  in  the  larger  hustling  centers  of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Nelson 
Williams,  it  being  his  fifth  offering.  His  report  is  replete  with  inter- 
esting and  instructive  comment  and  observation.  He  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  Freemasonry  in  the  English  speaking  Grand  Jurisdiction  has 
never  been  in  so  prosperous  a  condition  as  at  this  time.  In  fact,  he 
fears  that  this  very  condition  of  prosperity  may  contain  a  menace  to 
the  real  spirit  of  masonry.  He  wonders  if  proper  care  is  taken  to  see 
that  only  the  worthy  are  permitted  to  enter.  Masonry  is  not  primarily 
a  reformatory  institution; . men  to  become  masons  are  supposed  to  be 
"good  men  and  true";  and  he  is  a  little  fearful  that  the  great  in- 
crease in  membership  may  possibly  be  made  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
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high  quality  of  manhood  which  masonry  demands,  that  the  great  work 
of  the  institution,  in  bringing  about  the  permanent  betterment  of  man- 
kind, may  not  be  impaired. 

Brother  Williams  in  his  report  reviews  California,  1914,  in  a  gen- 
erous and  intelligent  manner.  He  quotes  approvingly  from  Grand 
Master  Murphy's  address,  and  otherwise  observes  much  to  commend  in 
the  masonry  of  California. 

M.*.  W.'.  Bro.  Frank  H.  Marquis,  Grand  Master,  Mansfield. 
K.'.  W.*.  Bro.  J.  H.  Bromwell,  Grand  Secretary,  Cincinnati. 

OKLAHOMA. 
1916. 

8th  Annual,  Oklahoma  City,  Feb.  14-15-16. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  Most  Worshipful  Aimer  E.  Monroney,  Grand  Master. 

At  the  outset,  before  the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  address,  the 
Most  Worshipful  Dan  S.  McMillin,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas,  was  received  with  honors  and  escorted  to  a  seat  in  the 
Grand  East. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  was  a  comprehensive  statement 
covering  his  numerous  activities  within  the  year  and  his  report,  one 
of  the  most  voluminous  that  we  have  encountered  in  our  reading, 
covers  more  than  one  hundred  pages  of  the  Volume  of  Printed  Pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Grand  Master  had  an  exceedingly  busy  year,  not  less  than 
sixteen  Emergent  Communications  were  held,  and  the  report  discloses 
a  marked  degree  of  activity  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction. 

In  accordance  with  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Philippine  Islands  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  protest  of 
Eamon  Mendoza  on  behalf  of  the  so-called  Eegional  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Philippines,  was  very  properly  disregarded. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  refused  to  the  so-called  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  France. 

A  full  report  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Oklahoma  was  rendered, 
and  this  benificent  institution  in  this  jurisdiction  is  doing  magnificent 
work.    A  statement  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Control 
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of  the  Home  is  to  the  effect  that  in  Masonic  Homes  in  the  United 
States  1,600  old  people  find  shelter  and  more  than  2,000  children  are 
being  reared,  a  total  of  more  than  3^600,  who  are  receiving  direct  bene- 
fit through  these  great  charitable  adjuncts  of  American  masonry. 

Upon  the  second  day  of  the  Communication,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
edified  by  an  oration  upon  the  subject  of  ''Master  Builders"  by  the 
Grand.  Orator  Woodson  E.  Norvell.  The  address,  it  strikes  us,  reads 
more  like  a  political  speech  than  a  masonic  oration. 

This  jurisdiction  is  in  excellent  financial  condition  and  masonry 
in  the  entire  State  of  Oklahoma  is  alert  and  strongly  progressive. 

Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  C.  Humphrey  presents  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  and  reviews  in  a  conscientious  and  capable 
manner  the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  in  which  Cali- 
fornia, 1914-15,  is  fraternally  considered. 

M.'.  W.*.  Arthur  James  Weir,  Grand  Master,  Hugo. 

M.'.  W.'.  Wm.  Moses  Anderson,  Grand  Secretary,  Oklahoma  City. 

OREaON. 
1916. 

66th  Annual,  Albany,  June  7th. 
Lodges,  143;  membership,  14,779;  gain,  564. 

The  Annual  Comunication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  Most  Wor- 
shipful Frank  J.  Miller,  Grand  Master  presiding. 

In  the  opening  portion  of  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  Master, 
referring  to  the  magnificent  work  of  masonry  in  Oregon,  has  this  to 
say: 

''Looking  back  over  the  past  and  comparing  our  record  with 
other  organizations  of  like  kind,  we  can- congratulate  ourselves  upon 
our  achievements.  We  have  done  a  great  work.  We  have  left  our 
stamp  indelibly  fixed  upon  the  citizenship  of  our  state.  Masonry  in 
Oregon  has  been  a  vital,  living  force,  more  potent  today  than  ever 
before,  and  we  need  not  blush  for  the  record  it  has  left  on  the  page 
of  our  state's  development.  It  made  its  first  appearance  west  of  the 
Eocky  Mountains  in  Oregon  City  in  the  year  1848,  and  its  progress  has 
been  steady,  its  record  one  to  be  admired,  its  escutcheon  kept  clean 
and  bright.  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  have  guided  our  footsteps  in  the 
past  and  they  must  be  the  lamps  that  light  our  pathway  to  the 
future. ' ' 

The  Grand  Master  sets  forth  his  activities  within  the  year  in 
businesslike  and  orderly  sequence,  from  which  the  conclusion  is  easily 
deducible  that  the  affairs  of  masonry  were  in  competent  hands  during 
the  year. 
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A  feature  of  the  second  day  of  the  Annual  Communication  was 
the  reception  of  ''Old  Glory"  when  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  en- 
tered the  hall  carrying  the  American  flag.  The  Grand  Lodge,  rising  to 
its  feet,  and  amidst  applause,  the  Flag  was  presented  before  the  altar 
where  it  was  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Master  in  fitting  words. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  also  greatly  edified  by  an  addr-ess  from  Wor- 
shipful Brother  "W.  J.  Kerr,  Grand  Orator,  and  in  token  of  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  his  efforts,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  ex- 
tended to  him,  and  a  copy  of  his  oration  ordered  printed  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings. 

An  effort  was  made  to  revive  interest  in  the  matter  of  Grand 
Masters'  Conferences.  The  invitation  extended  by  Oregon  in  1914 
having  failed  to  evoke  any  substantial  response,  another  invitation 
was  authorized  for  such  a  conference  in  1916  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  this  invitation 
meets  with  the  same  absence  of  interest  in  the  matter  as  characterized 
the  affair  in  1914  by  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  secure  a  conference 
for  1915. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  David  P. 
Mason,  correspondent,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  all 
English  speaking  jurisdictions  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon 
is  in  fraternal  relations. 

Brother  Mason's  review  is  of  a  high  order  of  excellence,  teeming 
with  masonic  information  and  interest. 

M.',  W.'.  Will  Moore,  Grand  Master,  Pendleton. 

R.*.  W.'.  Jas.  F.  Eobinson,  Grand  Secretary,  Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
1915. 

.  Annual,  Philadelphia,  Dec.  27. 
Lodges,  297;  membership,  120,576;  gain,  5,116. 

The  regular  Quarterly  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge  were 
held  in  March,  June,  September  and  December,  the  December  Quar- 
terly being  regarded  as  the  Annual  Communication  in  that  general 
reports  are  rendered  at  this  time  and  the  annual  business  transacted. 

At  the  March  Quarterly  Communication,  special  reference  was 
made  by  the  Grand  Master  in  his  Address  to  the  death  within  the 
year  of  Worshipful  James  M.  Lamberton,  for  sixteen  years  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.    Bro.  Lamberton  is  de- 
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scribed  as  an  eminent  scholar,  a  zealous  freemason  who  had  enunciated 
the  precepts  of  masonry  for  many  years  and  had  exemplified  these 
precepts  in  his  daily  life,  a  man  whose  work  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence  had  helped  to  place  Pennsylvania 
in  the  front  rank  of  Masonic  jurisdiction  of  the  world  and  Philadel- 
phia, as  it  is  claimed,  the  ''premier  Masonic  city  of  America". 

Brother  Lamberton 's  loss  is  a  severe  one  not  only  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  but  to  American  masonry  as  well,  and  the  volume 
of  1915  proceedings  appears  without  the  usual  report  of  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  no  one  having  been  selected  to  serve  in  that 
capacity  for  the  current  masonic  year. 

At  the  December  Quarterly  Communication,  which,  as  stated, 
stands  in  a  sense  for  the  Annual  Communication,  445  lodges  out  of  a 
total  of  about  490,  were  represented, — surely  a  fine  representation  of 
the  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction. 

At  this  Communication  reports  of  the  various  Funds  Vv^ere  pre- 
sented, and  an  inspection  of  these  reports  reveals  the  wonderful  finan- 
cial strength  of  this  jurisdiction,  probably  the  richest  jurisdiction  in 
the  world,  the  total  of  its  assets  reaching  the  vast  sum  of  $4,456,432.10. 

This  jurisdiction  has  invested  in  its  vast  Masonic  Home  properties 
more  than  one  million  dollars,  and  the  scope  of  the  Masonic  Home  insti- 
tutions being,  in  many  respects,  greater  than  any  other  jurisdiction  in 
the  world. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Homes,  one  learns 
that  there  are  now  sheltered  in  this  Institution,  245  guests,  and  at  the 
present  rate  of  expansion,  this  total  will  unquestionably  within  a  few 
years  reach  five  hundred. 

In  concluding  its  report  on  Masonic  Homes,  the  Committee  uses 
the  following  eloquent  language  touching  these  beneficent  institutions: 

"The  Grand  Lodge,  we  are  sure,  takes  pleasure  in  contemplating 
this  cluster  of  Homes  as  the  full  flower  of  its  noblest  effort,  planted 
in  love,  nurtured  in  constancy,  refreshed  by  the  gentle  dews  of 
thoughtful  and  tender  attention,  and  developed  in  the  sunshine  of 
unselfishness. 

''Here,  apart  from  the  shock  and  tumult  of  existence,  the  heart 
may  throb  with  no  disquieting  alarms  to  jar  its  perfect  rhythm. 
Within  the  shelter  of  this  Masonic  Garden  of  Content,  the  aged  may 
rest  in  comfort  at  the  close  of  the  day  and  the  young  may  take  hope 
and  gather  inspiration  for  the  morning. 

' '  Age  and  youth  alike  are  beautiful.  ,  We  cherish  both  here  with 
ties  of  tenderness,  the  one  coming  in  from  the  the  long  road  upon 
which  the  other  is  preparing  to  enter.    As  our  guests,  they  are  entitled 
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to  our  solicitous  attention;  but  they  are  more  than  guests — they  are 
members  of  our  family  and  therefore  have  a  close  claim  on  our 
affections. 

' '  We  shall  best  prove  ourselves  men  and  Masons  by  our  devotion 
to  the  splendid  principles  that  has  here  taken  root  and  flourished. 
As  it  shall  continue  to  flourish  with  the  years,  so  shall  our  merits 
deserve  to  increase.  Thus  may  perfection  unveil  itself  with  time  in 
endless  achievement,  whose  highest  aim  shall  be  never  to  cease  doing 
good. ' ' 

Although  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  the  early  part  of 
December  is  in  a  sense  the  Annual  Business  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  yet  the  meeting  held  on  St.  John,  the  Evangelist's  Day,  at 
which  time  the  installation  of  officers  takes  place,  is  officially  known 
as  the  Annual  Communication. 

This  Communication  took  place,  as  stated,  on  St.  John,  the  Evan- 
gelist's  Day.  The  Grand  Officers  elected  at  the  Quarterly  Communi- 
cation in  December  were  duly  installed,  and  the  occasion  was  graced 
by  a  visitation  of  prominent  officials  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  including  the  Most  Worshipful  George  Freifeld, 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  William  H.  Miller,  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  others. 

The  Grand  Master  at  this  time  presented  a  resume  of  his  official 
actions,  setting  forth  the  constitution  of  the  five  new  lodges  that  had 
received  charters  at  the  previous  Annual  Communication,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  ten  corner  stone  ceremonies  conducted  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  list  of  so-called  ' '  edicts ' and  also  a  num- 
ber of  so-called  "decisions".  In  this  jurisdiction,  ''decisions"  of 
the  Grand  Master  stand  as  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  unless,  and 
until,  reversed  or  changed  by  some  succeeding  Grand  Master.  In 
other  words  these  decisions  are  not  passed  upon  by  a  Jurisprudence 
Committee  or  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  word  of  the  Grand  Master 
being  final. 

Among  these  decisions,  we  observe  one  to  the  effect  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  a  certain  lodge  was  not  to  furnish  information  requested  by 
the  Secretary  of  a  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  as  to  the 
standing  of  a  member  of  a  subordinate  lodge,  and  furthermore  that 
the  guests  at  the  Masonic  Homes  were  not  to  become  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  East  Star,  and  directing  that  certain  activities  in  this 
connection  must  immediately  cease,  from  all  of  which,  it  is  fair  to 
conclude  that  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  is  not  looked"  upon  with 
particular  favor  by  this  jurisdiction,  if  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master 
may  be  taken  as  reflecting  the  sentiment  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  George  Washington  Memorial  Association  at  Alexandria  re- 
ceived favorable  notice,  and  we  gather  from  the  Grand  Master's  state- 
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ment  that  $43,000  has  actually  been  paid  in  toward  the  Fund  of 
$100,000  which,  it  is  estimated,  is  needed  to  erect  the  Memorial  con- 
templated. 

The  newly  elected  and  installed  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  Louis  A.  Watres,  made  a  brief  address  after  his  installation, 
in  which  he  gave  expresion  to  some  excellent  ideas  and  precepts.  For 
instance,  he  stated  that  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  had  deep  cause  for 
gratitude  and  a  pardonable  pride  in  their  wonderful  jurisdiction,  but 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  pride  should  not  be  so  much  in 
their  larger  membership  of  over  120,000,  or  in  their  vested  interests 
and  resources  of  four  and  one  half  millions  of  dollars,  but  rather  be- 
cause of  the  foundations  upon  which  the  Fraternity  rests  are  the 
masonic  virtues  manifested  in  the  masonry  of  the  jurisdiction. 

He  sounds  a  note  of  caution  in  that  policy  which  finds  satisfac- 
tion in  increase  in  numbers,  and  voices  the  sentiment  that  it  is  far 
better  to  increasingly  continue  to  point  with  pride  to  the  virtues  and 
character  of  the  membership  rather  than  to  its  numerical  strength. 
He  thinks  that  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  masonry,  does  not 
make  a  man  a  mason,  but  calls  attention  to  the  truth  that  a  man  must 
have  the  eternal  principles  of  masonry  written  in  his  heart,  before  he 
is  a  true  mason.  It  is  not  enough,  that  he  should  take  the  step,  he 
must  live  the  life. 

This  jurisdiction  has  repeatedly  honored  itself  in  its  choice  of 
Grand  Masters  and  it  has  not  departed  from  its  traditions  in  elevating 
to  this  exalted  station  the  Eight  Worshipful  Louis  A.  Watres. 

E.*.  W.'.  Louis  A.  Watres,  Grand  Master,  Philadelphia. 
E.'.  W.'.  John  A.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 

PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 
1916. 

Fourth  Annual,  Manila,  Feb.  8th. 
Lodges,  6;  membership,  701;  gain,  119. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most 
Worshipful  George  E.  Harvey,  Grand  Master. 

He  extends  greetings,  in  his  address,  to  the  assembled  masons, 
and  congratulates  the  jurisdiction  upon  the  prosperity  which  has  at- 
tended the  efforts  of  the  Craft  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  substantial  gain  in  membership  of  119, 
being  the  largest  recorded  in  any  year  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 


102 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


He  refers  feelingly  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  the  Eight 
Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother  Burton  Whitcomb,  and 
gives  voice  to  the  general  feeling  of  loss  which  the  jurisdiction  sus- 
tained in  the  passing  away  of  this  distinguished  and  honored  brother. 

He  refers  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  fifty-three  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions have  already  recognized  his  Grand  Lodge  as  a  sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Craft  masons,  and  at  the  time  of  his  report  was  ren- 
dered, there  were  not  over  six  or  seven  American  Grand  Lodges  that 
had  not  already  taken  favorable  action,  and  of  the  six  or  seven, 
several,  since  the  date  of  his  report,  have  extended  recognition. 

He  refers  at  length  to  the  protest  entered  by  one  Eamon  Mendoza, 
an  alleged  official  of  an  alleged  Kegional  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philip- 
pines, against  the  action  of  the  masonic  world  in  recognizing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  as  the  established  masonic 
power  in  the  Archipelago,  and  in  response  to  a  request  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Grand  Master  Harvey  goes  extensively  into  this  protest  and 
demonstrates  absolutely  and  conclusively  the  utter  absence  of  merit 
in  the  pretense  of  this  alleged  masonic  body,  and  that  the  protest  is 
entitled  to  no  consideration  whatever;  and  we  may  say  that  this  has 
been  the  attitude,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover  of  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  to  whom  the  protest  was  addressed,  and  in  not  a  single 
instance  has  a  doubt  been  expressed  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  recog- 
nition already  extended  to  the  properly  and  legally  formed  Grand 
Lodge  presided  over  by  Brother  Harvey. 

Perhaps  the  one  outstanding  event  in  the  masonic  activities  of  the 
preceding  year  was  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Masonic 
Temple  at  Manila  on  August  14,  1915,  a  building  which  when  com- 
pleted will  be  the  most  modern  in  design,  construction,  and  general 
equipment  in  the  far  East.  It  will  be  six  stories  high  and  will  be  far 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  Manila,  and  in  addition  to  its  equip- 
ment as  a  business  and  office  building,  it  will  have  not  less  than  two 
complete  floors  devoted  exclusively  to  masonic  purposes. 

The  Fraternity  in  the  Philippines  may  well  be  proud  of  this  visi- 
ble evidence  of  power  and  influence,  and  the  Fraternity  is  certainly 
to  be  congratulated  upon  carrying  forward  to  completion,  in  the  face 
of  adverse  conditions,  this  magnificent  project. 

A  feeling  of  good  will  and  amity  prevails  between  the  lodges  be- 
longing to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  one  or  two  other  outside  lodges; 
the  Portuguese  Lodge  for  example,  which  were  in  existence  when  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  formed,  and  which  still  retain  their  allegiance  to  the 
Mother  Grand  Lodges,  from  which  they  received  their  charters.  This 
feeling  of  good  will  and  friendship  means  much  to  the  masonry  of  the 
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Islands,  and  is  of  great  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  Fraternity  in 
general. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  a  Committee  consist- 
ing of  Past  Grand  Masters  Staffird  and  Comfort  and  Past  Grand  Sec- 
retary Bellis.  Attention  is  directed  in  the  introductory  remarks  to  the 
well  recognized  facts  that  the  present  age  of  masonry  is  distinguished 
as  in  a  sense  the  age  of  institutions,  such  as  hospitals,  orphanages, 
homes  and  schools,  also  the  age  of  masonic  research  and  study, — the 
best  age,  in  fact,  that  masonry  has  ever  had. 

The  report  before  us  reviews  California,  1915,  generously  and 
courteously.  Grand  Master  Bledsoe's  address  is  quoted  from  approv- 
ingly and  complimentary  reference  is  made  to  the  oration  of  Brother 
Matt  S.  Hughes.  California,  as  its  Mother  Grand  Lodge,  takes  just 
pride  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  wishes  and 
predicts  for  it  a  career  of  unbounded  success  and  usefulness. 

M.*.  W.'.  "William  Hendrickson  Taylor,  Grand  Master,  Manila, 
v.*.  W.'.  Newton  C.  Comfort,  Grand  Secretary,  Manila. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 
1915. 

40th  Annual,  Charlottetown,  June  23. 
Lodges,  15;  membership,  819;  gain,  20. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  Most 
Worshipful  George  S.  Inman,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

In  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  we  learn  that  from  a  masonic 
standpoint  the  preceding  year  had  been  a  successful  one,  and  that  it 
should  be  a  matter  of  thankfulness  on  the  part  of  the  membrship  that, 
while  the  whole  world  almost,  is  disturbed  by  the  devastation  of  war, 
their  little  jurisdiction  had  felt  less  of  the  financial  and  other  disturb- 
ance than  perhaps  any  part  of  the  globe. 

The  subject  of  the  war  in  Europe,  however,  is,  the  same  as  in  all 
other  jurisdictions  affiliated  with  England,  the  one  topic  uppermost, 
apparently  in  all  circles,  including  masonic  circles,  and  the  Grand 
Master  in  his  address  compares  the  present  world  war  as  an  epoch  in 
the  progress  of  civilization  with  epochs  of  a  similar  character  in  the 
history  of  the  world  in  the  following  paragraphs  from  his  address: 

' '  Christendom  is  now  in  the  throes  of  a  great  struggle,  pagan 
ideals  versus  christian  ideals — and  barbaric  methods  against  those  of 
modern  civilization. 
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^'And  here,  perhaps,  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  note,  that  this  is  not 
the  first  time  the  fate  of  civilization  has  been  trembling  in  the  balance. 

"Five  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era  Greece  was  the  abode 
of  culture,  the  home  of  art,  the  seat  of  philosophy,  the  centre  of  civili- 
zation and  the  cradle  of  democracy.  Against  the  little  state  of  Attica, 
no  larger  than  one-third  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  came  the  Persian 
hordes  under  Cyrus.  On  the  field  of  Marathon  the  Greeks  were  victo- 
rious and  Civilization  was  saved. 

' '  A  thousand  years  later  Civilization  was  again  threatened  by  the 
invasion  of  the  Huns,  who  swarmed  from  Asia  over  Central  Europe. 

' '  Again  in  the  Eighth  Century  there  was  another  turning  point  in 
the  world's  history,  when  at  the  great  battle  of  Jours  the  question  was 
decided  whether  Europe  should  be  Mohammedan  or  Christian, 

' '  The  world  reached  another  crisis  one  hundred  years  ago,  when 
the  Corsican  gunner  stood  upon  the  shores  of  France,  gazing  with 
ambitious  eye,  across  the  English  Channel  to  the  land  held  by  'the 
nation  of  shopkeepers.'  He  had  trampled  Europe  under  his  feet;  he 
had  waded  through  blood  to  gratify  a  boundless  ambition;  and  he 
wished  to  have  England  at  his  feet.  The  question  then  was,  as  it  is 
now,  military  despotism  against  democracy;  but  on  the  field  of  Water- 
loo the  principles  of  liberty  were  vindicated  and  the  arms  of  Napo- 
leon were  shattered. 

"In  the  present  supreme  moment  of  the  world's  existence  let  us 
hope  and  trust  that  history  may  repeat  itself,  and  that  Civilization, 
and  Eight  and  Truth  may  come  off  triumphant  in  the  terrific  clash 
of  arms  that  is  deluging  Europe  with  blood. ' ' 

Generous  contributions  to  the  patriotic  funds  were  made  by  this 
jurisdiction,  and  the  keenest  sympathy  expressed  for  the  cause  of  the 
Mother  country. 

The  Grand  Master  was  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  and  during  the  year  visited  all  of  the  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction 
save  two,  and  expresses  his  appreciation  at  the  cordial  and  fraternal 
reception  which  was  extended  to  him  upon  all  of  these  occasions. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Eight  Worshipful  Brother  Wm.  P.  Doull, 
makes  a  brief  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  not  in  the  nature  of 
a  review  of  the  various  jurisdictions,  but  simply  a  statement  of  various 
bodies  asking  recognition  as  Grand  Lodges  and  his  views  upon  certain 
current  masonic  topics. 

Eecognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  was 
recommended,  as  was  also  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Queens- 
land, and  denial  of  recognition  was  recommended  of  the  alleged  new 
Grand  Lodge  of  France. 

M.*.  W.*.  Jas.  D.  Stewart,  Grand  Master,  Georgetown. 
E.*.  W.'.  W.  P.  Doull,  Grand  Secretary,  Charlottetown. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 
1916. 

41st  Annual,  Charlottetown,  Oct,  27. 
Lodges,  15;  membership,  854;  gain,  35. 

The  41st  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Most  Worshipful  James 
D.  Stewart,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  with  a  vein  of  seriousness  to  the  great 
war  in  Europe,  and  expresses  the  pride  that  all  dependencies  of  the 
British  Crown  should  feel  in  the  solidarity  of  the  Empire  at  this  crit- 
ical time. 

He  incorporates  in  his  report  the  Honor  Roll,  being  the  names  of 
members  of  the  different  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  who  have  gone  to 
the  front  to  battle  in  the  country's  cause. 

The  Grand  Master  visited  during  his  term  of  office  all  of  the 
lodges  of  the  jurisdiction.  He  was  pleased  to  note  the  warm  and  gen- 
uine spirit  of  fraternity  that  exists  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and 
gives  expression  to  his  appreciation  of  the  generous  and  kindly  spirit 
with  which  he  was  received  in  all  of  the  lodges. 

In  closing  his  brief  and  excellent  address,  he  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  has  never  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  when 
the  practices  of  the  truly  masonic  virtues  are  more  sorely  needed  than 
at  present.  ^'True  masonry",  remarks  the  Grand  Master,  ''stands 
for  good  citizenship",  and  states  that  self-sacrifice  and  service  must 
take  first  place,  if  liberty  and  civilization  are  to  be  perpetuated. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report,  it  appears  that  the  preceding 
year  had  been  a  prosperous  one  and  that  a  larger  net  increase  in  mem- 
bership had  been  recorded  than  in  any  year  of  the  history  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

M.*.  W.'.  A.  Sterling  McKay,  Grand  Master,  Summerside. 
W.  P.  DouLL,  P.  G.  M.,  Grand  Secretary,  Charlottetown. 

QUEBEC. 

1916. 

46th  Annual,  Montreal,  Feb.  9th. 
Lodges,  65;  membership,  8,255;  gain,  102. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master  Edward  A.  Evans,  by  a  full  corps  of  Grand 
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Officers,  and  by  representatives  of  sixty-tliree  of  the  sixty-five  lodges 
of  the  jurisdiction. 

Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  distinguished 
visitor  in  the  person  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother  I.  H.  Stearns, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  Ontario,  was  introduced 
with  honors  and  escorted  to'  a  seat  in  the  Grand  East. 

The  Grand  Master  refers  in  the  opening  portion  of  his  address  to 
the  most  terrible  war  in  history  and  to  the  sacrifices  necessary  by  the 
brethren  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  consequence  thereof,  and,  be- 
cause of  the  existence  of  the  war,  the  Grand  Master  decided  that  it 
would  not  be  in  keeping  with  prevailing  conditions  to  accept  invita- 
tions where  the  social  features  of  Freemasonry  were  likely  to  predom- 
inate, and,  because  of  this  fact,  confined  his  visits  to  such  lodges  where 
his  presence  was  officially  necessary. 

He  sets  forth  clearly  but  concisely  his  official  acts  within  the  year 
and  gives  expression  to  the  general  feeling  of  seriousness,  which  is  the 
uppermost  thought  of  the  hour  in  the  following  concluding  words  of 
his  annual  address: 

''May  Wisdom  from  On  High,  be  given  us  aright  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Grand  Annual  Communication,  and  may  the  blessing  of 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  be  with  us  all  in  our  undertak- 
ings.— May  Victory  perch  upon  the  banners  of  our  Country  and  upon 
those  of  our  Allies. — May  the  horrors  of  War  be  superseded  by  a 
Eighteous  and  abiding  Peace.— May  the  lives  and  the  safety  of  our 
Brethren  who  are  fighting  for  our  Empire  and  our  King  be  precious 
in  the  Sight  of  the  Most  High,  and  may  He  continue  to  preserve  our 
Order  by  cementing  and  adorning  it  with  every  moral  and  social 
virtue. ' ' 

Fraternal  recognition  was  denied  to  the  so-called  National  Inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge  of  France,  etc. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  ''State  of  Masonry", 
we  quote  the  following  paragraphs  as  evidence  of  the  high  ideals  en- 
tertained in  this  jurisdiction  of  the  character  and  work  of  our  institu- 
tion, and  how  the  present  world  struggle  brings  out  the  deeper  and 
truer  qualities  of  its  masonic  manhood. 

"Undoubtedly,  a  higher  and  more  sober  view  of  life  and  its  va- 
ried responsibilities  has  contributed  to  raise  the  ideals  of  our  Masonic 
Art  to  a  plane  it  has  never  before  attained,  through  the  exercise  of 
the  principles  of  Universal  Benificence  and  Charity  in  their  widest 
and  best  meaning,  a  clearer  view  and  higher  appreciation  of  those 
other  great  principles  of  Justice,  Honor  and  Liberty  bequeathed  to  us 
from  remote  ages  as  the  chief  corner  stone  of  our  Masonic  edifice,  to 
be  carried  into  practice  in  our  every-day  intercourse. 

"Thus  it  is  almost  impossible  to  dissociate  ourselves  from  the 
fateful  events  of  the  year  concerning  our  Empire,  when  reviewing  our 
own  status  in  this  Province,  as  the  various  District  Deputy  Grand 
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Masters  have  quite  properly  referred  to  them  in  appreciative  manner, 
and  in  which  the  principles  enumerated  stand  out  so  boldly  that  all 
may  read  and  profit  thereby. 

''Many  brethren  have  nobly  responded  to  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try, and  we  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  self-sacrifice  and  high  pur- 
pose actuating  them  in  going  forth  to  uphold  the  honor  of  our  flag  and 
in  aiding  to  win  the  priceless  gift  of  liberty  for  all  peoples.  From  the 
Grand  Secretary's  report  it  will  be  learned  that  over  380  members 
have  testified  their  loyalty  in  this  respect." 

***** 

"Many  good  and  true  brethren  have  seen  the  ''Great  Light" 
during  the  past  year,  all  of  them  well  known  and  beloved  in  their  re- 
spective circles,  and  who  have  given  of  their  best  in  the  cause  of 
Masonry.  Among  them  are  several  who  have  made  the  'Great  Sacri- 
fice' in  defence  and  support  of  their  Empire's  weal,  and  eloquent  and 
loving  tributes  through  other  channels  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  will  doubt- 
less, be  paid  to  their  virtues,  their  services,  and  their  memories." 

Most  Worshipful  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  Past  Grand  Master,  presents 
the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  In  his  "introduction",  he 
dilates  upon  the  subject  of  Freemasonry  in  the  war,  showing  the  pat- 
riotic zeal  which  characterizes  the  Freemasonry  of  this  jurisdiction, 
and  English  Freemasonry  in  general. 

He  discusses  also  in  his  "Introduction"  the  General  Grand  Lodge 
idea,  and  shows  that  this  idea  is  inconsistent  with  the  land-marks  and 
character  of  masonry. 

He  expresses  the  belief  that  in  many  jurisdictions  too  many  can- 
didates are  being  received,  and  that  the  best  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion would  be  conserved  by  a  more  cautious  policy  in  receiving  new 
members.  He  discusses  other  subjects  of  inte'rest  in  his  Introduction 
and  gives  a  careful  and  intelligent  review  of  the  various  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, California,  1915,  receiving  courteous  attention,  with  compli- 
mentary reference  to  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Bledsoe. 

M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  Edward  A.  Evans, 'Grand  Master,  Quebec. 
E.*.  W.'.  Bro.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Secretary,  Montreal. 

RHODE  ISItAND. 

1915. 

125th  Annual,  Providence,  May  17. 
Lodges,  37;  membership,  9,194;  gain,  361. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  report  enumerates  his  official  acts  within 
the  year,  consisting  of  the  usual  routine  of  duties  incident  to  his  ex- 
alted station. 
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In  closing  his  brief  and  businesslike  address,  the  Grand  Master 
craves  the  indulgence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  calling  their  attention  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  served  that  Grand  Body  in  different  postions  for 
ten  years,  and  that  he  felt  the  time  had  arrived  when  he  was  justified 
in  laying  aside  the  mantle  of  office,  and  transferring  to  other  shoulders 
some  of  the  responsibilities  that  he  had  assumed,  although  very  cheer- 
fully assumed,  in  the  preceding  decade  of  time,  assuring  his  brethren, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  experience  contentment  and  satisfac- 
tion in  contemplating  the  carrying  forward  by  other  of  the  noble 
work  of  the  fraternity  in  the  jurisdiction. 

After  installation,  the  newly  elected  Grand  Master,  Most  Worship- 
ful Eeuben  Samuel  Bemis,  upon  assuming  his  station,  addressed  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  an  appreciative  and  feeling  manner.  He  called  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  line  of  grand  and  honorable  men  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  in  the  exalted  station  of  grand  Master,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  he  would  receive  the  generous  and  kindly  consideration  of 
his  brethren  in  endeavoring  to  not  unworthily  maintain  the  honor  and 
high  standing  of  the  Grand  Body  that  had  been  won  for  it  by  his  dis- 
tinguished predecessors. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

M.'.  W.'.  Eeuben  S.  Bemis,  Grand  Master,  Providence. 
K.'.  W.'.  S.  Penrose  Williams,  Grand  Secretary,  Providence. 

SASKATCHEWAN". 
1915. 

9th  Annual,  Regina,  June  16th. 
Lodges,  116;  membership^  6,705;  gain,  753. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worship- 
ful Lauchlin  Taylor  McDonald. 

Welcome  to  the  City  of  Regina  was  extended  to  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Lodge  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  with  suitable  acknowl- 
ment  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  one  of  the  officers  designated 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  contrasts  the  present  condition 
of  the  fraternity  in  the  jurisdiction  with  the  condition  that  existed 
only  a  few  years  before  in  1906  when  the  Grand  Lodge  was  organized. 
At  that  time  there  were  within  the  Province,  twenty-four  lodges  with 
only  900  members,  and  within  the  brief  span  of  ten  years  the  lodges 
increased  to  116  with  a  membership  of  nearly  7,000. 
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Notwithstanding  the  marked  increase  in  numbers,  the  Grand 
Master  is  certain  this  gain  has  not  been  made  at  the  expense  of  quality, 
and  believes  that  the  high  standard  of  manhood  demanded  on  admis- 
sion into  the  Craft  has  in  no  sense  been  relaxed. 

He  refers  with  feeling  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  Most  Wor- 
shipful Brother  John  Leslie,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Manitoba,  and  Honorary  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Saskatchewan. 

On  account  of  the  serious  illness  of  the  former  Grand  Secretary, 
he  was  forced  to  relinquish  his  office,  with  its  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties, and  his  unexpired  term  was  filled  out  by  appointment  of  Eight 
Worshipful  Brother  Eev.  W.  B.  Tate. 

The  Grand  Master  favored  a  number  of  the  lodges  of  his  juris- 
diction with  his  official  presence  during  the  year  and  his  visits  were 
so  distributed  as  to  reach  nearly  every  part  of  the  Province.  Six 
new  lodges  that  received  charters  at  the  preceding  annual  Communi- 
cation were  duly  constituted,  and  dispensations  were  granted  by  him 
to  form  three  new  lodges. 

Among  the  62  special  dispensations  granted  by  him,  33,  more  than 
one  half  of  the  total  number,  were  to  lodges  to  attend  divine  service  in 
regalia,  a  form  of  dispensation,  we  believe,  never  granted  by  lodges 
within  the  United  States. 

One  public  corner  stone  ceremony  was  conducted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  within  the  year. 

Special  reference  is  made  by  the  Grand  Master  to  certain  catas- 
trophes that  had  occurred  within  the  preceding  year,  particular  refer- 
ence being  made  to  the  war  precipitated  in  Europe,  in  which  the  Grand 
Master  naturally  is  a  strong  partisan  of  England,  believing,  as  he  does, 
that  the  war  was  forced  upon  England  through  the  machinations  of 
Germany. 

In  closing  his  address,  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  while  the 
preceding  year  had  been  a  strenuous  one,  it  nevertheless  had  been  one 
of  masonic  growth  and  prosperity,  whereby  masonry  stands  higher  in 
the  Province  than  at  any  time  since  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  he  voices  the  opinion  that  the  terrible  war  in  which  Europe  is  in- 
volved has  had  the  effect  of  causing  the  brethren  more  seriously  to 
consider  what  masonry  stands  for  than  it  had  ever  done  before. 

In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Queensland. 
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A  few  unimportant  rulings  upon  the  application  of  the  law  of  the 
jurisdiction  were  made,  but  no  decisions  rendered  of  a  general  char- 
acter. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Worshipful  Brother 
A.  S.  GQrrell,  Chairman.  His  report  is  an  intelligent  review  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions,  in  which,  as  he  states, 
he  refrains  from  extended  criticism  of  the  doings  of  other  Grand 
Lodges,  confining  his  endeavors  to  an  effort  to  give  the  best  thoughts 
of  masonic  students  to  his  readers,  as  they  have  presented  themselves 
to  him  in  the  reviews  which  he  has  made.  California  does  not  find  a 
place  in  his  report,  and  our  proceedings  evidently  failed  to  reach  him. 

M.\  W.'.  W.  M.  Thomson,  Grand  Master,  Fort  Qu'  Appelle. 
Eev.  W.  B.  Tate,  Grand  Secretary,  Eegina. 

SCOTLAND. 
1915. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  official  roster  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
the  Most  Worshipful  Col.  Eobert  King  Stuart,  Grand  Master. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  reports  of  the  quarterly  proceedings,  we 
observe  that  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  went  forward  in  much 
the  usual  manner,  during  the  preceding  year. 

Six  new  lodges  were  apparently  created  in  the  several  provinces. 
The  reports  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes,  Board  of  Annuity, 
Grand  Stewards  of  Orphans'  and  Widows'  were  presented  at  the  va- 
rious communications,  and  adopted,  and,  inasmuch  as  practically  the 
entire  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  was  transacted  through 
these  boards,  very  little  remains  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  do  at  the 
Quarterly  Communications  other  than  to  ratify  the  actions  of  the 
Boards,  and  to  officially  adopt  their  reports. 

The  charity  scheme  of  this  Grand  Lodge  seems  to  be  in  a  sense 
quite  comprehensive,  and  under  the  annuity  system  in  vogue  here,  a 
vast  amount  of  charity  and  good  will  is  distributed  to  needy  and  de- 
serving brothers,  their  widows  and  orphans,  not  only  in  Scotland  proper, 
but  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction,  wherever  Scottish  lodges  exist. 

A  letter  is  published  from  our  own  Brother  W.  B.  Melish  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Chairman  of  the  War  Belief  Committee  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  expressive  of  the  appreciation  which  the  Scottish  Grand  Lodge 
felt  for  the  kindly  action  of  our  American  brethren,  the  following  was 
adopted: 
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^'The  letter  was  received  by  Grand  Committee  with  feelings  of 
deepest  appreciation,  and  Grand  Secretary  was  directed,  in  acknowl- 
edging its  receipt,  to  express  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Scottish  Craft 
for  the  noble  and  disinterested  offer  of  assistance.  Grand  Secretary 
was  fnrther  directed  to  inform  Bro.  Melish  that,  though  to  the  present 
the  distress  caused  by  the  war  had  not  resulted  in  claims  beyond  the 
ability  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  meet  out  of  its  regular  benevo- 
lent funds,  yet  the  fact  had  to  be  faced  that  more  severe  destitution 
and  suffering  were  sure  to  follow  in  the  train  of  the  greater  sacrifices 
in  men  and  material  which  the  countries  at  war  may  yet  have  to  make. 

' '  Grand  Commitee  therefore  resolved  that  if  and  when  the  claims 
upon  the  funds  of  Grand  Lodge  grow  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause 
anxiety,  the  circumstances  will  be  laid  before  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Masonic  War  Relief  Association  of  the  Unitd  States,  and  their 
kind  offer  utilized  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  design  it." 

From  the  above  resolution,  it  will  be  observed  that  while  the  spirit  of 
benevolence  manifested  by  our  American  brethren  through  this  so-called 
War  Relief  Association  is  appreciated,  there  is  manifest  a  desire,  which 
has  shown  itself  in  other  of  the  European  jurisdiction,  to  permit  their 
own  Grand  Lodges  to  take  care  of  the  question  of  war  relief  them- 
selves, and  that  if  American  masonic  help  is  finally  needed  later,  our 
good  American  masons  will  be  so  advised. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 
1916. 

Adelaide. 

The  principal  business  transacted  at  the  half-yearly  Communica- 
tion held  Oct.  20,  1915,  was,  as  is  usual  in  these  half-yearly  communi- 
cations, the  reception  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes, 
being  in  this,  and  other  Australian  jurisdictions,  the  business  agent 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  practically  administers  the  business  affairs 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Reports  rendered  at  the  Half-yearly  and 
Annual  communications  are  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  business  activities  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  confined  practically 
to  this  perfunctory  service. 

Mention  is  particularly  made  in  the  Volume  of  Proceedings  of 
1916  of  the  Lodge  of  Sorrow  held  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Adelaide  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  3,  1916,  in  memory  of  the  late  Grand  Master,  Most 
Worshipful  Right  Honorable  Sir  S.  J.  Way.  He  served  as  Grand 
Master  from  1884  to  1889;  also  again  from  1896  to  1916,  having  served 
in  the  capacity  of  Grand  Master,  with  possibly  two  exceptions,  longer 
than  any  one  else  in  the  masonic  world. 
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At  tliis  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  various  addresses  eulogistic  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Way  were  rendered,  and  an  oration  was  delivered  by  the 
Very  Worshipful  Brother  B.  Benny,  Grand  Lecturer. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on 
April  19,  1916,  at  Adelaide. 

At  this  Communication,  the  Grand  Master  was  elected  to  succeed 
the  former  Grand  Master,  Most  Worshipful  Samuel  J.  Way,  who  had 
served  so  many  years  in  the  capacity  of  Grand  Master,  and  the  choice 
fell  upon  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Eustace  Beardoe  Grundy.  Brother 
Grundy  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  Grand  East  was  received  with  marked  approval  and 
applause. 

After  his  installation,  the  newly  created  Grand  Master  delivered 
a  strong  and  stirring  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  expressing  his  deep 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  honor  that  had  been  conferred  upon 
him. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  reports  of  the  various  Charity  Funds, 
Building  Funds,  etc.,  it  would  appear  that  this  jurisdiction  is  in  splen- 
did financial  condition,  and  is  discharging  in  a  highly  creditable  man- 
ner the  masonic  obligations  of  relief  within  the  jurisdiction  of  South 
Australia. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  a  committee  of  mem- 
bers, California,  1915,  being  reviewed  by  Worshipful  Brother  C.  J. 
Stevens.  Complimentary  reference  is  made  to  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  Bledsoe  and  to  the  oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  Matt  S. 
Hughes. 

M.'.  W.'.  Eustace  B.  Grundy,  Grand  Master,  Adelaide. 
M.'.  W.".  Charles  E.  J.  Glover,  Grand  Secretary,  Adelaide. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
1915. 

139th  Annual,  Charlestown,  Dec.  13-14. 
Lodges,  262;  membership,  16,712;  gain,  438. 

The  Most  Worshipful  George  T.  Bryan,  Grand  Master,  presided. 
There  were  present  at  the  Annual  Communication  eight  Past  Grand 
Masters,  and  260  out  of  262  lodges  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  issuing  dispensations  for  three  new 
lodges;  constituting  six  lodges  which  received  charters  at  the  previous 
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Annual  Communication,  placing  seven  corner  stones  of  public  build- 
ings, and  other  official  activities. 

A  number  of  questions  and  answers"  are  submitted  by  him, 
being  in  the  main  simply  statements  of  elementary  principles  and  ex- 
planations of  purely  local  law,  and  he  sums  up  the  general  condition 
of  the  Craft  within  his  jurisdiction  with  an  expression  of  the  sincere 
pleasure  and  gratification  that  he  experiences  at  the  state  of  peace 
and  harmony  that  prevail  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  there  being  not 
a  single  case  of  appeal,  nor  a  case  of  real  or  fancied  grievance  to  be 
considered  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  A  remarkable  record  and  surely 
highly  commendable  to  the  brethren  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Grand  Lodge  received  a  deputation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maryland  in  advocacy  of  the  George  Washington  National  Memorial 
Association  project,  and  voiced  its  approval  of  that  project  by  voting 
an  appropriation  of  $3,000  to  the  enterprise. 

From  the  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home  Fund,  it 
appears  that  thirty-one  orphans  and  several  widows  received  aid  from 
this  Fund,  a  total  expenditure  of  $3,510  being  recorded. 

Grand  Lodge  beneficence  in  aid  of  widows  and  orphans  is  admin- 
istered in  this  Jurisdiction  through  the  Private  Aid  system,  instead 
of  the  Masonic  Home  system,  the  Masonic  Home  system  having  been 
voted  down  a  couple  of  years  since,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  throughout  sprinkled  with  illustrations 
drawn  from  experiences  of  various  Homes,  showing  the  great  expense 
of  this  method  of  administration  over  the  Private  Aid  system. 

No  one,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  has  ever  claimed  that  the  Masonic 
Home  system  was  a  money  saver,  and  the  expenditure  of  South  Caro- 
lina last  year  of  $3,500  to  carry  on  its  charity  establishment  is  cer- 
tainly very  economical  in  comparison  with  the  many  thousands  ex- 
pended, for  instance,  by  California  in  maintaining  its  two  homes,  the 
one  at  San  Gabriel  for  children,  and  th'e  one  at  Decoto  for  the  aged 
masons,  with  its  modern  hospital  adjunct,  etc.;  yet  masonry  has  never 
been  recommended,  so  far  as  we  know,  as  either  a  money  maker,  or 
money  saver,  and  the  question,  we  believe,  that  is  ordinarily  the  one 
considered  in  connection  with  caring  for  the  orphans  and  widows  and 
aged  infirm  masonic  brothers  is  not  which  is  the  cheapest  but  which  is 
the  test  method,  and  we  believe  that,  without  exception,  every  juris- 
diction that  has  the  Home  system,  while  conceding  that  it  is  not  the 
cheapest  system,  believes  that  it  is,  by  all  odds,  the  best  and  most 
comprehensive  system;  but,  it  is  everything  to  be  satisfied,  and  so  long 
as  our  good  brethren  of  South  Carolina  are  satisfied  with  their  system, 
and  the  good  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions  are  equally  satisfied  with 
another  system,  no  criticism  or  complaint  should  issue  from  either 
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side,  but  all  should  work  along  the  lines  best  adapted  to  their  own 
ideas  to  advance  the  general  good  of  masonry. 

Some  doubt  seems  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  at  least  some  of  the 
brethren  in  South  Carolina  as  to  what  particular  Grand  Lodge  anni- 
versary they  were  celebrating,  some  contending  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  holding  its  179  Annual  Communication  instead  of  its  139th,  a 
trifle  of  forty  years  having,  in  some  unaccountable  way,  slipped  into 
the  discard,  and  in  order  to  settle  the  question  authoritatively,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  make  due  investigation  and  report  at  the 
next  Annual  Communication. 

The  best  part  of  the  Volume  of  Proceedings  before  us  is  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  by  Most  Worshipful  J.  L.  Michie,  Past 
Grand  Master,  and,  whether  one  agree  with  him  or  not  in  the  methods 
followed  in  his  review  of  Proceedings,  his  report  is  certainly  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  devoid  of  dullness.  He  does  not  hesitate  to 
criticise  or  express  adverse  opinions,  yet  we  do  not  find  his  criticisms 
contain  a  sting. 

The  distinguished  committee  in  Massachusetts  that  recently  made 
a  report  adverse  to  the  creation  of  a  Correspondence  Committee  in  that 
State,  advanced  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  policy  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  not  having  this  committee,  should  not  be  departed  from,  that 
Correspondence  Committees  frequently  indulged  in  criticism  of  other 
jurisdictions,  that  was  unpleasant  and  ofttimes  a  cause  of  friction,  and, 
also,  that  these  Committees  were  prone  to  usurp  to  themselves 
an  air  of  superior  wisdom,  etc. 

In  our  judgment  the  distinguished  Committee  in  Massachusetts  is 
hardly  justified  in  assuming  this  position,  and,  aside  from  possibly  one 
other  Chairman  of  our  American  Correspondence  Committees,  South 
Carolina  is  as  free  to  criticise  as  any,  and  yet,  as  stated,  we  fail  to 
discover  anything  in  the  comments  of  Brother  Michie  that  even  the 
most  sensitive  could  reasonably  object  to,  and,  as  stated,  we  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  reading  Brother  Michie 's  comments, 
which  are  always  interesting. 

In  his  present  report  he  reviews  California,  1914,  with  kindly 
reference  to  Grand  Master  Murphy's  excellent  address,  and  some  of 
the  splendid  qualities  of  California  masonry. 

He  observes  that  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances 
disclose  the  fact  that  certain  masonic  trials  do  not  take  place  in  the 
lodges  where  the  charges  are  preferred  but  are  frequently  transferred 
for  trial  to  some  other  lodge.  Brother  Michie  asks  for  an  explanation 
of  this  procedure. 

We  may  say  that  the  rule  in  California  is  the  same  as  in  other 
jurisdictions  in  reference  to  most  masonic  trials,  and  it  is  only  the 
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exception  to  the  rule,  where  the  trial  is  transferred  to  another  lodge 
from  the  one  in  which  the  charges  are  preferred,  and  to  which  the 
accused  brother  belongs,  and  transfers  of  this  kind  only  take  place 
in  this  jurisdiction  where  the  charges  are  preferred  by  the  Junior 
Warden,  acting  under  instructions  from  the  lodge.  In  other  words, 
charges  that  do  not  originate  with  an  individual  brother,  but  as 
stated,  where  the  Junior  Warden  is  ordered  by  the  lodge  itself  to  pre- 
fer the  charges.  In  that  case  there  is  an  assumption  that  the  lodge 
itself  has  already  expressed,  its  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused, 
and  in  order  that  they  may  be  no  possibility  of  bias  the  case  is  trans- 
ferred for  trial  to  another  lodge,  where  bias  cannot  exist.  This  pro- 
cedure may  be  peculiar  to  California,  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  it  is 
peculiar  to  this  State,  and  is  an  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  fairness, 
which  we  rightly  believe  is  one  of  the  pronounced  qualities  of  our 
magnificent  brotherhood. 

We  let  Brother  Michie  speak  for  himself  concerning  two  subjects 
upon  which  he  has  pronounced  views,  as  follows: 

"We  are  glad  to  notice  that  one  or  two  jurisdictions  who  consid- 
ered the  feasibility  of  erecting  a  Masonic  Home,  have  abandoned  the 
idea  in  favor  of  the  Private  Relief  Plan.  The  more  we  think  of  the 
huge  sums  spent  in  salaries  and  "betterments,"  and  the  loss  of  in- 
terest on  the  money  invested  in  brick  and  mortar,  the  more  are  we 
convinced  that  a  Masonic  Home  is  by  far  the  most  expensive  way  of 
dispensing  Masonic  relief.  In  the  preceding  pages  we  have  given  this 
subject  more  prominence  than  usual,  to  bring  the  matter  directly  to 
the  notice  of  our  South  Carolina  Brethren. ' ' 

***** 

"There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  among  certain  Grand 
Lodges  to  usurp  the  privileges  and  perogatives  of  Subordinate  Lodges, 
a  tendency  we  very  much  deplore.  Constituent,  or  Subordinate  Lodges 
should  be  allowed  to  regulate  their  own  domestic  affairs  in  their  own 
way,  so  long  as  they  do  not  violate  the  Constitution,  and  act  up  to 
the  Ancient  Usages,  Landmarks,  and  Established  Customs  of  our 
Fraternity. ' ' 

M.'.  W.'.  E.  A.  Cooper,  Grand  Master,  Laurens. 

R.'.  W.*.  O.  Frank  Hart,  Grand  Secretary,  Columbia. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
1916. 

42nd  Annual,  Sioux  Falls,  June  7. 
Lodges,  142;  membership,  11,709;  gain,  546. 


The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Wor- 
shipful Marshall  R.  Brown,  Grand  Master. 
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After  the  formal  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  Address  of 
Welcome  was  made  to  the  Grand  Body  by  Brother  Roy  G.  Stevens, 
Worshipful  Master  of  one  of  the  local  lodges  of  that  city.  A  fitting 
Eesponse  was  made  by  Past  Grand  Master  Harvey  J.  Rice. 

In  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  Master  refers  to  the  marked 
spirit  of  peace  and  harmony  that  prevails  throughout  the  jurisdiction, 
stating  that  very  few  controverted  questions  had  been  presented  to 
him  for  decision,  his  statement  being  in  fact  that  all  questions,  with  a 
single  exception,  which  decision  was  to  the  effect  that  a  lodge  cannot 
levy  an  assessment  for  any  purpose,  had  been  settled  by  reference  to 
existing  laws. 

A  dispensation  was  granted  to  form  one  new  lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  two  Emergent  Communications,  one 
held  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  corner  stone  of  a  public  building, 
and  the  other  for  the  dedication  of  a  masonic  hall. 

One  of  the  features  of  this  jurisdiction  is  the  Grand  Charity  Fund, 
which  takes  the  place  of  the  Masonic  Home  system  in  jurisdictions 
having  Homes,  and  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Charity  Fund  it  appears  that  the  same  amounts  now  to  over  $25,000, 
invested  in  excellent  securities,  and  high  hope  is  entertained  that  this 
Fund  will  rapidly  increase,  whereby  the  interest  thereon  will  be  ade- 
quate to  take  care  of  the  charity  obligations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Committee  reported  after  careful  investigation  of  the  Masonic 
Home  subject,  contrasting  the  experiences  of  jurisdictions  that  have 
Homes,  with  jurisdictions,  like  Iowa,  that  conduct  their  charity  obli- 
gations in  accordance  with  the  Grand  Charity  Fund,  that  the  Fund 
System  is  the  most  practical;  and  we  may  state  that,  in  our  judgment,in 
jurisdictions  having  a  membership  of  less  than  25,000,  the  Charity 
Fund  System  is  the  better  method  of  taking  care  of  these  obligations. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  competent  Samuel  A. 
Brown,  Past  Grand  Master.  California,  1915,  is  fraternally  reviewed, 
complimentary  references  are  made  to  the  great  liberality  which  Cali- 
fornia Masons  extend  to  sojourning  brethren  in  distress, 

M.'.  W.'.  James  Roane,  Grand  Master,  Yankton. 

R.'.  W.'.  Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Grand  Secretary,  Sioux  Falls. 
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TENNESSEE. 
1916. 

102nd  Annual,  Nashville,  Jan.  26th. 
Lodges,  461;  membership,  28,300;  gain,  219, 

The  Grand  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful T.  A.  Hisey,  Grand  Master,  assisted  by  a  full  corps  of  Grand 
Officers  and  Eepresentatives  of  437  of  the  461  lodges  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion, certainly  a  very  flattering  representation  of  the  subordinate 
lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  refers,  in  the  opening  portion  of  his  Annual 
Address,  to  the  severe  affliction  which  visited  the  Grand  Jurisdiction 
within  the  year  preceding  in  that  no  less  than  three  Past  Grand 
Masters  and  the  Grand  Secretary,  were  summoned  to  the  Supreme 
Grand  Lodge  above.  The  beloved  Grand  Secretary,  John  B.  Garrett, 
who  had  served  the  jurisdiction  in  the  capacity  of  Grand  Secretary  for 
twenty  years,  was  taken  away  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  his 
death  was  followed  by  that  of  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  H.  Ingersoll, 
Past  Grand  Master  John  T.  Williamson,  and  Past  Grand  Master  New- 
ton McConnell.  Suitable  memorials  were  prepared  and  presented  on 
all  of  these  distinguished  masons,  wherein  homage  was  paid  to  their 
superior  character  and  excellence. 

The  Grand  Master  indicated  a  year  of  unusual  masonic  activity; 
not  less  than  twelve  corner  stone  ceremonies  were  held  within  the  year, 
various  lodges  were  constituted,  and  a  vast  amount  of  correspondence 
was  carried  on  by  the  Grand  Master  in  passing  upon  questions  pre- 
sented to  him,  and,  in  addition  to  a  large  amount  of  correspondence, 
he  paid  fraternal  and  official  visits  to  not  less  than  forty-four  of  the 
subordinate  lodges,  visiting  practically  every  nook  and  corner  of  the 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  and,  no  doubt,  bestowing  vast  benefit  upon  the 
fraternity  through  his  personal  presence  among  so  many  lodges. 

A  large  number  of  so-called  rulings  were  made  by  him  construing 
the  local  law  of  the  jurisdiction,  but  that  a  great  many  of  these  rul- 
ings were  hasty  and  ill-advised  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  them  were  disapproved  by  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee, and  the  findings  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  were  in  all 
cases  up-held  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  illustrates  the  wisdom  of  the 
Grand  Master  first  submitting  to  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  his  decis- 
ions and  modifying  them  according  to  the  superior  judgment  which 
this  Committee  ought  naturally  to  possess. 

This  excellent  method  was  adopted  by  one  of  our  recent  Grand 
Masters  in  California,  and  it  would  be^  in  our  judgment,  a  very  desir- 
able custom  to  establish  permanently. 
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The  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home  in  this  jurisdiction  has  always 
been  managed  with  a  great  deal  of  skill  and  economy,  the  per  capita 
cost  in  1914  being  as  low  as  $134.28,  about  half  the  cost  in  this  juris- 
diction, and  we  believe  less  than  half  of  the  average  cost  of  all  juris- 
dictions. 

There  is  a  proposition  to  open  in  addition  to  the  Widows  and 
Orphans'  Home,  a  home  for  aged  masons.  This,  we  presume,  will  be 
established  within  a  year  or  two. 

The  Grand  Master  voices  his  belief  in  the  true  and  genuine  worth 
of  the  people  of  his  Commonwealth,  and  how  they  are  so  often  misun- 
derstood, in  the  following  sympathetic  terms: 

' '  How  I  wish,  oh,  how  I  wish  that  some  hand,  guided  by  love, 
sympathy  and  understanding,  would  take  up  the  task  of  preserving  in 
poem,  story  and  history  the  simple,  unaffected,  honest,  friendly  life 
of  the  people  of  Tennessee  and  the  South,  New  England,  the  North, 
and  the  West  each  have  had  this  labor  of  love  done  in  their  behalf, 
but  the  true  stories  of  the  home  life  of  the  South  are  yet  to  be  written. 
Too  many  tales  of  the  passions  and  the  free  use  of  the  pistol  in  the 
hands  of  angry  and  thoughtless  men  have  been  written,  a  majority  by 
Southern  writers,  which  do  not  place  the  lives  of  the  Southern  people 
in  the  proper  light.  Soon  may  such  a  writer  arise  to  paint  in  glowing 
colors  the  great  lives  of  the  simple,  plain  and  honest  people  of  the 
country  and  villages." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the 
Chairman,  Most  Worshipful  Henry  A.  Chambers.  California,  1915,  is 
considered  with  approving  comment  upon  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Bledsoe  and  extensive  quotations  from  his  report  and  decisions. 

M.'.  W.'.  Charles  Barham,  Grand  Master,  Nashville. 
E.'.  W.'.  Stith  M.  Cain,  Grand  Secretary,  Nashville. 

TEXAS. 
1915. 

80th  Annual,  Waco,  Dec.  7-8-9. 
Lodges,  884;  membership,  65,809;  gain,  2,430. 

Twelve  Grand  Officers,  eighteen  Past  Grand  Masters  and  repre- 
sentatives of  435  of  the  884  chartered  lodges  were  present.  The  Grand 
Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Jewell  P. 
Lightfoot,  Grand  Master. 

Prior  to  the  delivery  of  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand  Master 
requested  that  all  masons  in  the  audience  who  had  been  Master 
Masons  in  good  standing  for  more  than  forty  years  should  rise  to 
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their  feet.  Twenty-eight  responded  to  the  invitation,  all  of  whom  had 
been  masons  for  periods  ranging  from  forty  years  to  fifty-three  years. 

The  Grand  Master  addressed  them  in  fitting  manner  and  in  contra- 
diction of  the  statement  made  by  the  distinguished  physician  Dr.  Osier 
that  the  effective  work  of  the  world  has  been  accomplished  by  men 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  40  years,  and  as  a  note  of  encouragement 
to  these  old  time  masons,  that  many  years  of  splendid  service  might 
still  remain  for  them,  stated  as  follows: 

''If  you  eliminate  from  the  world's  history  the  achievements  of 
men  past  sixty  years  old,  you  would  blot  out  much  of  the  grandest 
achievements  of  the  ages.  Art,  Science,  Literature,  Music,  Archi- 
tecture, Statecraft,  Jurisprudence,  and  Eeligion,  would  lose  the  grand- 
est masterpieces  and  works  that  have  left  their  imprint  upon  our 
civilization. 

''Titian,  master  of  Venitian  painting,  completed  his  wonderful 
Battle  of  Lepanto  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight. 

"Michael  Angelo,  at  eighty-nine,  completed  the  "Last  Judgment" 
— perhaps  the  most  famous  picture  in  the  world — and  between  the  age 
of  sixty  and  seventy,  he  executed  his  world-famous  frescoes  in  the 
Sistine  Chapel  at  Eome. 

"Von  Moltke  crushed  France  at  seventy-two,  and  was  still  Chief 
of  Staff  of  the  German  army  at  eighty-eight. 

"John  Wesley  was  at  the  zenith  of  his  power  at  the  same  age. 

"Talleyrand,  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Calhoun, 
Bismarck,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Gladstone,  were  each  political  pow- 
ers at  eighty. 

"Spencer,  Newton,  Voltaire,  Bancroft,  Browning,  Grimm,  Laplace, 
Humboldt,  and  Tennyson,  produced  their  most  imperishable  works 
around  eighty,  at  which  age  Tennyson  wrote  his  immortal  '  Crossing 
the  Bar,'  the  tenderest  death-song  in  the  English  language. 

"Above  the  age  of  sixty,  Pasteur  discovered  his  cure  for  hydro- 
phobia; Monroe  announced  his  American  Doctrine;  Columbus  made  his 
voyages  of  discovery;  Wagner,  Verdi,  and  Gounod  produced  their  won- 
derful music — harmonies  which  continue  to  thrill  the  world. 

"At  the  age  of  sixty,  Thomas  A.  Edison,  the  wizard  of  Menlo 
Park,  was  keeping  the  road  to  the  Patent  Office  hot  with  his  new  in- 
ventions, which  revolutionized  mechanics,  electrical  utilities,  and  other 
important  fields;  and  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  we  witness  him  called 
^  upon  to  head  a  Committee  of  Scientists  appointed  by  this  government, 
'  to  bring  to  a  state  of  highest  efficiency  the  defensive  forces  of  the 
nation. 

"But  I  will  not  continue  the  list  of  immortal  names  further,  for 
time  forbids.  .  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  are  proud  of  these  grand  men 
of  Masonry,  whose  long  and  faithful  service,  fidelity  to  duty,  and 
patient  sacrifices  for  us,  have  added  glory  to  this  day.  Join  me, 
brethren,  in  giving  them  the  Grand  Honors. ' ' 
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In  the  opening  paragraphs  of  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  are 
found  some  lofty  characterizations  of  the  work  and  worth  of  masonry. 
"We  quote: 

' '  We  sometimes  hear  it  said  by  the  enemies  of  Truth  that  Masonry 
seeks  to  exercise  power,  both  temporal  and  spiritual.  Masonry  seeks 
not  such  powers.  It  yearns  not  for  the  pomp  of  office,  whether  exer- 
cised by  regal  hands,  or  a  representative  elected  by  the  people.  It  puts 
forth  no  candidates,  nor  supports  any  political  party  or  policy.  It 
numbers  among  its  devotees  royalists  and  republicans,  the  subjects  of 
despots,  and  the  citizens  of  democracies.  It  stretches  forth  no  hand  to 
bestow  a  crown,  nor  to  pluck  the  laurel  wreath  from  the  brow  of  con- 
stituted authority.  Mansonry  not  only  teaches  its  members  loyalty  and 
obedience  to  constituted  authority  but  many  of  the  cardinal  principles 
of  civic  life,  without  which  good  government  could  not  exist.  It 
teaches  that  free  speech,  free  thought  and  freedom  of  conscience  are 
essential  to  the  progress  and  well-being  of  all  nations,  and  the  liberty 
of  all  people;  it  should  not  be  unduly  restricted,  either  by  government 
or  any  other  power.  Masonry,  by  its  teachings,  endeavors  to  restrain 
men  from  the  commission  of  injustice  and  acts  of  wrong.  It  is  an 
advocate  of  education,  enlightenment,  and  morality.  It  teaches  the 
nobility  and  dignity  of  labor;  that  to  work  with  the  hands  or  brain, 
to  perform  our  duties  earnestly  and  faithfully,  is  more  honorable  than 
rank  or  title,  and  out  of  which  grow  true  manhood  and  genuine 
nobility. 

These  are  some  of  its  simple  yet  sublime  lessons,  teaching  man- 
kind its  duties  to  country,  and  to  our  fellowman.  The  struggle  and 
clamor  for  temporal  power,  like  the  restless  ocean,  may  break  upon 
the  distant  rocks,  but  no  sound  thereof  disturbs  the  serenity  of  our 
peaceful  retreats. 

''Neither  does  Masonry  endeavor  to  usurp  the  place  of  religion;  or 
seek  to  draw  men  away  from  the  altars  of  the  churches.  It  stretches 
forth  no  hand  to  tear  away  priestly  robes,  nor  to  bestow  a  protestant 
gown.  It  inculcates  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  God,  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,  and  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

''It  teaches  men  to  do  unto  others  that  only  which  they  would 
think  it  just  and  merciful  for  others  to  do  unto  them.  It  strives  to 
brush  away  the  fears,  superstitions  and  ignorance  that  shackle  and 
enslave  the  souls  of  men  and  free  them  from  spiritual  tyranny  and 
despotism,  no  matter  in  what  creed  or  religion  it  may  be  found. 

"It  gathers  men  about  its  shrine  and  teaches  them  great  funda- 
mental truths  of  God,  of  spirit,  of  life,  and  leaves  each  to  seek  the  altar 
of  his  own  church,  temple,  synagogue  or  shrine,  to  worship  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  It  leaves  to  other  forums  all 
questions  of  a  sectarian  nature,  and  teaches  men  to  look  up  to  God 
and  believe  that  He  is  not  a  tyrant,  but  a  father,  infinitely  wise,  good, 
just  and  merciful,  through  the  power  of  whose  infinite  love  and  mercy 
the  soul  may  be  lifted  into  high  places  of  quiet  and  peace,  where  the 
atmosphere  is  crystal  and  the  light  is  resplendent  with  His  be- 
neficence. ' ' 

A  note  of  sorrow  is  sounded  by  the  Grand  Master  in  his  feeling 
reference  to  the  death  within  the  year  of  beloved  and  illustrious  Past 
Grand  Master  Augustus  Weyman  Houston,  Sr. 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


121 


The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  refers  to  the  circular  letters 
which  this  jurisdiction  received,  in  common,  we  presume,  with  all 
other  American  jurisdictions  within  the  last  year  that  have  recognized 
and  extended  fraternal  relations  to  the  new  grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  from  one  Eamon  Mendoza,  who  appears  to  bear  some 
relationship  to  an  alleged  Eegional  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippines. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  was  not  able  to  extend  to  Mr.  Mendoza 
any  more  encouragement  than  he  has  received  from  other  Grand 
Lodges  to  which  he  has  applied,  and  the  Texas  recognition  of  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippine  Islands  stands. 

The  Grand  Master  renders  a  number  of  decisions  explanatory  of 
Texas  law.  One  of  the  decisions,  which  we  believe  will  meet  general 
approval,  over-rules  a  decision  formerly  rendered  by  pne  of  the  Grand 
Masters  of  Texas,  and  the  decision  is  in  effect  as  follows: 

A  certain  lodge,  after  trial,  expels  a  brother.  The  case  was  ap- 
pealed to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  judgment  was  refused,  and  case 
remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  change  of  venue  granted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  another  subordinate.  Upon  a  re-trial  of  the  case,  the  de- 
fendant was  acquitted,  and  the  question  presented  to  the  Grand  Master 
was  whether  the  lodge  in  which  the  trial  was  held  in  acquitting  the 
brother,  in  the  absence  of  a  specific  reinstatement  to  membership  as  a 
part  of  the  verdict,  restored  the  brother  to  membership  in  his  own 
lodge.  The  decision  which  the  Grand  Master  over-ruled  was  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  absence  of  such  a  specific  reinstatement,  the  brother 
acquitted  acquired  simply  the  standing  of  an  unaffiliated  or  dimitted 
mason,  and  was  not  by  virtue  of  the  verdict  of  acquittal  restored  to 
membership  in  his  lodge.  The  Grand  Master,  in  this  case,  held  that 
the  brother  was  by  virtue  of  the  acquittal  automatically  restored  to 
membership  in  his  own  lodge,  and  the  decision  was  upheld  by  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee  and  Grand  Lodge;  all  of  which  will,  we 
believe,  meet  with  general  approval. 

The  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Texas  is  distinguished  for  the  vast 
number  of  questions  referred  to  the  Grand  Master  as  to  physical 
qualifications ' 

He  renders  forty-eight  decisions,  in  which  he  rules  that  the  al- 
leged defects  presented  were  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  disqualify, 
and  as  a  sample  of  the  forty-eight  questions  of  this  character  which 
he  passed  upon  as  not  disqualifying,  we  quote: 

''Poluxey  Lodge  No.  393 — Defect:  First  joint  of  index  finger  on 
left  hand  is  bent  downward". 

And  as  a  few  samples  of  the  thirty-two  decisions  rendered  by  him 
as  disqualifying,  we  quote: 
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''Clinton  Lodge  No.  23 — Defect:  Impaired  vision  of  right  eye". 
''Jermyn  Lodge  No.  1102 — Defect:  Hernia". 

''Saratoga  Lodge  No.  914 — Defect:  Loss  of  first  joint  of  little 
finger  of  right  hand". 

We  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  splendid  character  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  Texas,  one  of  the  best  in  the  world,  to  voice  criticism 
of  any  kind,  but  these  rulings  appear  to  us  well-nigh  incomprehensible. 

In  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  learn  that  twelve  lodges 
that  were  chartered  at  the  previous  annual  communication,  received 
charters  within  the  year,  while  as  a  contrast  with  the  large  number  of 
lodges  to  which  dispensations  were  granted  in  the  preceding  year,  only 
one  new  lodge  received  dispensation  this  year. 

On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  Annual  Communication,  an 
open  session  was  held  in  which  the  Right  Worshipful  Brother  E.  L. 
Bahl,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  learned  discourse  upon  the  ' '  Character 
and  Influence  of  Masonry",  after  which  the  children  from  the  Masonic 
Orphans'  Home  at  Fort  Worthy  in  charge  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Walter  Acker,  Superintendent,  gave  an  entertainment  before  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which,  we  are  told,  was  vastly  appreciated. 

Perhaps  the  one  outstanding  feature  above  everything  else  in 
Texas  masonry  is  its  Masonic  Orphans'  Home,  located  at  Fort  Worth. 
The  Home  itself  represents  a  monetary  investment,  according  to  the 
estimate  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  $504,846.18.  There 
are  sheltered  within  the  Home  213  children,  112  boys,  and  101  girls. 

A  very  complete  system  of  education  and  manual  training  is 
carried  forward  within  the  Home  by  a  faculty  of  fourteen  members 
and  a  course  of  study,  including  four  years  of  high-school  work,  is 
carried  forward,  besides,  as  previously  stated,  a  manual  training  de- 
partment, course  of  study  in  music,  etc.  There  is  probably  no  Ma- 
sonic Orphans'  Home  anywhere  in  the  world,  which  has  such  a  com- 
prehensive system  of  education  and  training  as  the  Orphans'  Masonic 
Home  of  Texas. 

A  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  366  pages  is  presented  by 
Past  Grand  Master  George  W.  Tyler,  Chairman,  this  report  being  the 
fourth  annual  report  submitted  by  him,  his  first  report  having  been 
rendered  in  1887,  and  then  a  long  break  in  his  services  in  this  capacity 
until  1913.  He  introduces  his  report  this  year  with  a  biographical 
sketch  of  those  who  had  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1837  down  to  1915.  The  sketch,  no  doubt  possesses  a 
great  deal  of  local  interest  for  the  masons  of  Texas. 
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Brother  Tyler's  comments  are  illuminating;  his  selections  for  quo- 
tation are  drawn  with  discriminating  judgment,  and  the  entire  report 
is  replete  with  valuable  and  interesting  information. 

California,  1914,  receives  generous  consideration,  with  substantial 
quotations  from  Grand  Master  Murphy's  Address,  etc. 

M.'.  W.'.  Dan  S.  McMillin,  Grand  Master,  Whitewright. 
E.'.  W.'.  W.  B.  Peason,  Grand  Secretary,  Waco. 

UTAH. 
1916. 

45th  Annual,  Salt  Lake  City,  Jan.  18-19. 
Lodges,  20;  membership,  2,473;  gain,  118. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful William  J.  Shealy,  Grand  Master. 

A  very  large  attendance  of  Grand  Officers  was  present  and  seven- 
teen of  the  eighteen  chartered  lodges  were  represented. 

The  Crrand  Master  reports  in  his  address  that  he  visited  all  but 
one  of  the  chartered  lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  and  that  this  lodge  was 
visited  at  his  request  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Among  the  masonic  functions  to  which  the  Grand  Master  refers 
as  being  of  especial  interest,  were  the  installation  on  sparate  occasions 
of  the  officers  of  the  four  Salt  Lake  City  lodges. 

He  states  that  all  the  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  are  in  splendid 
condition  masonically  and  financially  and  that  the  charity  work  of 
each  lodge  is  being  carried  forward  capably  and  zealously. 

He  refers  with  especial  pleasure  to  the  kindly  and  courteous  treat- 
ment accorded  to  him,  and  the  splendid  receptions  he  received  in  his 
visitations  to  the  various  subordinates,  and  he  manifests  a  glow  of 
pride  in  the  feeling  which  he  expressed  in  travelling  through  his  juris- 
diction in  that  the  fraternity  everywhere  in  the  confines  of  his  state 
is  up-holding  the  standard  of  high  ideals  and  patriotism  for  which 
masonry  is  noted. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland. 

The  closing  session  of  the  Annual  Communication  was  devoted  to 
the  pleasing  ceremonies  of  presentation  to  the  Grand  Master  of  a 
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Grand  Master's  jewel,  and  of  a  Master  Mason's  Apron  to  one  of  the 
highly  esteemed  brethren;  and  a  more  solemn  but  yet  interesting  cere- 
mony of  unveiling  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  the  late  beloved  Grand 
Secretary,  Christopher  Diehl,  who  was  in  his  life  time  one  of  the 
leading  masonic  characters  of  Utah,  as  well  as  highly  honored  citizen 
of  that  Commonwealth. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  scholarly  S.  H.  Goodwin, 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  reviews  in  an  intelligent  and  discriminating 
manner  the  reports  of  most  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions,  although  Cali- 
fornia for  some  reason  fails  to  receive  mention. 

His  ''Conclusion"  several  pages  in  length  is  devoted  entirely  to  a 
criticism  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  excluding  from  attendance 
upon  the  masonic  lodges  of  England  the  members  of  German  or  Aus- 
trian birth. 

It  is  our  theory  of  the  duty  of  a  correspondent,  or  more  properly 
speaking  masonic  reporter,  to  report  what  takes  place,  rather  than  to 
criticise,  and,  in  our  judgment,  it  is  of  doubtful  propriety  to  criticise 
any  Grand  Lodge  concerning  what  it  does,  or  fails  to  do,  touching  its 
own  domestic  affairs,  and,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  believes 
that  the  safety  of  the  Empire  or  the  fraternal  welfare  of  the  lodges 
require  the  exclusion  from  attendance  upon  the  lodges  temp(?rarily  of 
certain  masons  of  foreign  birth,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  a 
perfect  right  to  adopt  such  a  course,  and  it  is  the  concern  of  no  one, 
be  he  a  mason  or  otherwise,  residing  in  some  other  country,  to  object 
or  criticise. 

England  is  fighting  for  her  very  existence,  and  English  masons 
undoubtedly  regard  as  their  paramount  obligation  unmixed  devotion 
to  their  own  country's  cause  and  welfare,  and  it  is  the  belief  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  England  that  that  welfare  will  be  promoted 
by  the  action  taken  in  reference  to  foreign  born  members,  and,  as 
stated,  it  is  the  concern  of  no  one  else.  German  Grand  Lodges  have 
taken  the  same  action,  so  far  as  England  is  concerned,  and  we  have 
this  far  heard  no  criticism  of  the  action  of  German  Grand  Lodges, 
which  illustrates  a  fundamental  difference  between  the  English  and 
the  German  method.  The  English  method  permits  free  discussion  and 
free  criticism  of  any  official  action,  whether  it  pertains  to  the  Gov- 
ernment or  any  other  phase  of  English  life  or  activity;  whereas  the 
German  method,  brooks  no  criticism  or  discussion;  the  demand  what- 
ever it  may  be,  is  simply  announced,  and  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

M.'.  W.'.  Charles  C.  Griggs,  Eureka,  Grand  Master. 

E.'.  W.'.  Freeman  A.  McCarthy,  Salt  Lake  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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VERMONT. 
1916. 

123rd  Annual,  Burlington,  June  14-15. 
Lodges,  103;  membership,  14,241;  gain,  186. 

The  opening  pages  of  the  Volume  of  Proceedings  of  1916  are  de- 
voted to  a  eulogy  of  Honorable  Charles  H.  Darling,  Grand  Master  of 
Vermont,  by  Past  Grand  Master  Daniel  N.  Nicholson,  from  which  it 
would  appear  that  Grand  Master  Darling  is  highly  esteemed  by  the 
brethren  of  his  jurisdiction. 

Brother  Darling's  Annual  Address,  as  might  be  expected  from  a 
man  of  his  straight-forward  methods  and  commanding  ability,  is  a 
businesslike  presentation  of  his  stewardship  during  the  two  years  that 
he  was  Grand  Master,  and  particularly  recounting  his  masonic  activ- 
ities within  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  present  session  of  the 
Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  the  increase  of  the  permanent 
Charity  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  calls  attention  to  the  satisfac- 
tory experience  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  had  with  the  Masonic 
Temple  which  was  indicated  in  1898,  and  believe  that  this  under- 
taking, having  been  successfully  carried  through,  the  Grand  Lodge 
may,  with  perfect  safety,  enlarge  the  scope  of  its  Permanent  Charity 
Fund, 

The  Grand  Master  renders  several  decisions  explanatory  of  local 
law,  some  of  the  decisions  bearing  upon  the  question  of  physical  quali- 
fications, upon  which  Vermont,  in  common  with  many  other  jurisdic- 
tions, has  recently  taken  an  advanced  position,  greater  importance 
being  given  to  the  theory  that  it  is  the  internal  and  not  the  external 
qualifications  that  should  be  considered  in  making  a  man  a  mason.  In 
other  words  if  he  is  sound  morally  q,nd  mentally,'  it  is  not  of  vast 
importance,  whether  he  has  lost  a  joint  of  one  of  his  fingers  or  toes. 

The  jurisdiction  suffered  within  the  year,  the  death  of  one  of  its 
most  distinguished  and  useful  members.  Past  Grand  Master  Marsh  O. 
Perkins.  He  was  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence  in  his  Grand  Lodge,  and  who  had  been  a  leader  of 
thought,  not  only  in  the  realm  of  masonry,  but  had  devoted  his  life  to 
learning  and  the  imparting  of  knowledge  to  others.  The  ' '  Bound 
Table"  loses  in  Brother  Perkins  one  of  its  greatest  lights  and  best 
beloved  members. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  taken  up  this  year  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Kittredge  Haskins,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  he 
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will  prove  a  worthy  successor  of  Past  Grand  Master  Perkins,  who  sat 
at  the  ' '  Eound  Table ' '  so  many  years. 

California  is  missing  from  his  review. 

M.'.  W.'.  Henry  S.  Eoss,  Burlington,  Grand  Master. 
E.'.  W.'.  Frank  A.  Eoss,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

VICTORIA,  AUSTRALIA. 
1915. 

Melbourne. 

Lodges,  213;  membership,  15,220;  gain,  1,027. 

The  various  Quarterly  Communications  were  presided  over  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  the  Honorable  Charles  Carty-Salmon. 

Practically  everything  that  is  brought  before  this  Grand  Lodge 
comes  in  the  way  of  Eeports  of  the  Committee  on  General  Purposes. 
All  matters  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are,  in  the  first 
instance,  presented  to  this  Committee,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  itself  in 
its  Quarterly  Communications  simply  records  its  approval  of  the  acts 
of  the  Committee  on  General  Purposes,  and  the  principal  transactions 
at  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  refer  to  consid- 
eration of  and  approval  of  the  Balance  Sheets  of  the  various  Funds. 

This  jurisdiction,  like  nearly  all  of  the  Australian  jurisdictions, 
possesses  a  very  substantial  financial  capital,  the  total  of  the  various 
Funds  exceeding  $200,000. 

The  several  Quarterly  Communications  of  the  current  year  dis- 
closed a  note  of  solemn  earnestness  because  of  the  great  international 
conflict  in  which  the  mother  country  is  engaged,  and  certain  sub- 
stantial donations  were  voted  within  the  year  for  purposes  touching 
the  patriotic  cause. 

Fraternal  recognition  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  as  an  independent  sovereign  authority  for  Craft 
Masonry  in  the  Philippines.  Brother,  the  Honorable  Charles  Carty- 
Salmon,  was  renominated  and  unanimously  re-elected  to  the  position  of 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year,  and 
voiced  his  deep  and  solemn  sentiment,  concerning  the  all  absorbing 
subject  in  which  the  minds  of  everyone  are  engrossed,  in  the  greetings 
extended  by  himself  to  his  brethren  upon  his  again  assuming  charge  of 
the  Craft: 

''TheM.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  said:  Before  closing  Grand  Lodge,  I 
desire  to  tender  the  season's  greetings  to  you  all,  and  I  deeply  regret 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE 


127 


that  I  am  not  able  to  assume  greater  cheerfulness  on  this  occasion.  You 
will  remember  that  last  year  we  were  just  at  the  beginning  of  the 
great  international  conflict,  but  today  the  end  appears  as  far  off  as 
ever.  The  wastage  has  been  fearful,  and  the  losses,  which  are  personal 
as  well  as  national,  seem  to  be  growing  day  by  day.  We  know  that 
the  result  is  certain,  and  realise  that  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time.  We 
can  only  rely  on  the  All-Merciful  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  and 
trust  that  universal  peace  will  be  established  on  such  a  basis  that  this 
fair  world  will  never  again  be  defaced  by  such  inhuman  struggle.  I 
wish  you  all  health  and  prosperity,  and  trust  that  Freemasonry  will 
flourish,  and  that  next  season  we  shall  all  meet  again  under  happier 
circumstances. ' ' 

The  response  to  the  Grand  Master's  greetings  given  by  Eight 
Worshipful  Brother  Sir.  John  Quick,  gave  expression  to  the  same  sen- 
timent, as  follows: 

''In  this  great  struggle  we  are  glad  to  know  that  our  Masonic 
brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  world  have  united  for  freedom.  We  rejoice 
to  know  that  the  Freemasons  in  this  State  have  contributed  to  their 
utmost,  and  you  have  on  many  occasions  appealed  to  the  sympathetic 
ears  of  the  brethren  for  continued  support  and  co-operation.  I  trust 
that  your  hope  will  be  realised  at  our  next  Christmas  meeting,  and  that 
we  will  be  able  to  join  in  the  Hymn  of  Peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
towards  men. ' ' 

M.*.  W.'.  Bro.  The  Hon.  Charles  Carty-Salmon,  Grand  Master, 
Melbourne. 

E.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Charles  James  Barrow,  P.  D.  G.  M.  Grand  Secretary, 
Melbourne. 


VIRGINIA. 
1916. 

138th  Annual,  Eichmond,  Feb.  8-9-10. 
Lodges,  322;  membership,  25,531;  gain,  2,214. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master  in  a  distant  State,  be- 
cause of  seriously  impaired  health,  the  Annual  Communication  was 
presided  over  by  the  Eight  Worshipful  James  A.  Cabell,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

Distinguished  visitors  in  the  persons  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  Grand  Master  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  re- 
ceived and  escorted  to  seats  of  honor  in  the  East. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Grand  Master  James  B.  Wood,  his  annual 
address  was  read  by  his  brother  Eight  Worshipful  Eobert  H.  Wood. 
The  address,  owing  to  the  enforced  absence  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  also  because  of  serious  illness,  was  brief,  men- 
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tion  being  made  by  him  of  certain  Grand  Lodge  activities,  such  as 
corner  stone  ceremonies;  dispensations  for  three  new  lodges,  etc.,  and 
several  so-called  decisions  are  set  forth;  none  of  them,  however,  of 
more  than  local  interest. 

This  Grand  Jurisdiction  committed  itself  unreservedly  at  this 
Communication  to  suport  of  the  George  Washington  National  Memorial 
Association,  and  passed  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  in  support  of  that 
great  undertaking. 

The  Masonic  Home  is  referred  to  in  glowing  terms,  and  the  appre- 
ciation by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Managers  is 
voiced  in  commendatory  resolutions. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of 
Most  Worshipful  Joseph  W.  Eggleston.  We  excerpt  the  following 
from  his  Introduction  as  something  of  general  interest: 

Another  matter  of  interest,  little  known,  is  the  relation  of  Vir- 
ginia Masonry  to  what  we  fondly  call  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge  of 
1717.  The  fact  is  that,  while  our  descent  can  be  traced  back  to  that 
source,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  repudiated  and  held  it  clan- 
destine more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  This  Grand  Lodge  was 
formed  in  1717  in  London  by  four  Lodges,  and  for  years  seems  to 
have  had  no  thought  of  territorial  jurisdiction,  even  at  home.  The 
idea  evidently  was  to  organize  and  keep  records  for  the  first  time, 
and  this  M^as  a  then  modern  innovation,  so  that  one  or  more  seceding 
bodies  dubbed  them  ''Modern  Masons."  These  seceding  bodies  formed 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  ''Ancient  York  Masons,"  or  "Grand  Lodge  of 
All  England,"  and  were  also  called  the  "Atholl"  Grand  Lodge.  They 
claimed  to  be  the  legitimate  successors  of  what  they  called  the  "Grand 
Lodge  at  York. ' '  We  know  that  there  was  a  Lodge  there  as  early  as 
1630,  the  constitution  of  which  was  in  existence  and  in  its  possession 
in  1777.  The  feud  between  the  Ancients  or  York  Grand  Lodge  (All 
England)  and  the  Moderns  (England,  London,  1717)  continued  with 
bitterness  till  1813,  when  they  came  together.  In  1798  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia  passed  the  following  "Gen.  Eegulation. "  It  may 
be  found,  page  114,  in  "Masonic  Laws,"  by  James  Henderson,  Master 
of  Manchester  Lodge,  No.  14  (afterwards  Grand  Secretary).  This  was 
our  Digest  of  that  day.    It  reads: 

"  '7th.  If  any  member  of  a  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  shall  visit  or  work  in  any  Lodge  of  Masons  commonly 
called  Modern  Masons,  or  any  Lodge  of  Masons  not  working  agreeably 
to  the  ancient  usages  of  York  Masons,  he  shall  be  reprimanded  by  the 
Lodge  to  which  he  belongs;  and  if  he  should  afterwards  be  guilty  of 
a,  similar  offense,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  the  Lodge  and  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  Masonry.' 

"The  above  is  written  as  a  partial  answer  to  the  often  asked 
question:  'What  does  'York  Masonry'  mean,  and  why  do  we  call 
ourselves  'York  Masons?'  '  Some  writers  dispute  the  existence  of  a 
controlling  force  at  York  in  ancient  times,  and  essays  have  been  writ- 
ten on  both  sides  of  the  controversy.  Most  x^robably  the  Masons  of 
that  whole  region  held  there  what  is  often  alluded  to  as  'The  General 
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Assembly  of  Masons,'  to  choose  their  Grand  Master.  They  published 
nothing,  perhaps  recorded  nothing.  But  if  this  is  not  true,  how  did 
this  'All  England'  'York'  schism  ever  arise?" 

That  it  is  always  unsafe  to  criticise  when  one  is  not  in  possession 
of  all  the  facts,  is  illustrated  in  Brother  Eggleston 's  comments  under 
the  caption  of  ''British  Columbia,"  concerning  the  so-called  McGrew 
case,  and  is  proven  from  the  fact  that  California  and  Massachusetts 
have  reconciled,  in  a  courteous  and  amicable  manner,  the  differences 
existing  between  them  in  this  case,  and  Brother  McGrew,  a  good  man 
and  polished  gentleman,  was  restored  before  his  death  by  Massa- 
chusetts to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  masonry,  and  the  record 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  soon  after  his  restoration,  is  inscribed, 
with  all  of  his  masonic  honors,  upon  the  pages  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Proceedings  of  that  Jurisdiction. 

Brother  Eggleston  reviews  California,  1914,  very  generously. 
He  refers  to  Grand  Master  Murphy's  address  as  "unusually  able" 
and  quotes  extensively  therefrom. 

Brother  Eggleston  especially  refers  to  the  "unlimited  charity" 
of  California  masonry,  the  charity  feature  of  our  jurisdiction  being 
especially  called  into  play  because  of  the  allurements  of  our  climate 
for  those  seeking  restoration  to  physical  health. 

Brother  Eggleston,  in  his  "Conclusion",  gives  expression  to  his 
ideas  as  to  how  a  Correspondence  Eeport  should  be  made  up.  He 
avoids  statistics,  he  ignores  local  affairs,  and  necrology,  and  en- 
deavors to  select  from  addresses  and  orations  enough  good  stuff  to 
furnish  any  mason  in  search  of  information,  material  for  masonic 
addresses,  if  this  is  what  he  is  after,  etc. 

M.*.  W.'.  James  Alston  Cabell,  Grand  Master,  Columbia. 
R.'.  W.*.  Charles  A.  Nesbitt,  Grand  Secretary,  Richmond. 


WASHINGTON. 
1915. 

58th  Annual,  North  Yakima,  June  8th. 
Lodges,  197;  membership,  20,724;  gain,  1,182. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by 
Most  Worshipful  William  J.  Sutton,  Grand  Master,  assisted  by  a  full 
corps  of  Grand  Officers,  and  there  being  present  fifteen  Past  Grand 
Masters  and  Representatives  of  all  but  eight  lodges  of  the  juris- 
diction. 
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After  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  address  of  welcome 
was  extended  to  the  Grand  Body  by  Brother  Joseph  F.  Barton, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  North  Yakima.  His  welcome  had  the  ring  of 
genuine  hospitality  and  cordiality,  and  was  not  too  extensively  de- 
voted to  eulogy,  as  is  so  often  the  case  in  events  of  this  kind,  of 
the  city  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  welcomed. 

The  response  to  the  Address  of  Welcome  was,  by  request  of  the 
Grand  Master,  made  by  the  Junion  Grand  Warden  Most  Worshipful 
George  Lawler. 

Certain  musical  numbers  were  then  rendered,  and  after  the  pre- 
liminary program  had  been  disposed  of,  the  Grand  Master  proceeded 
to  deliver  his  annual  address,  which  in  one  important  respect  was 
the  most  notable  which  we  have  encountered  in  our  reading  within 
the  last  year,  its  point  of  excellence  consisting  in  its  brevity,  the 
entire  address  occupying  not  to  exceed  six  pages  of  the  printed  Pro- 
ceedings, and,  because  of  its  brevity,  the  Grand  Master  brings  into 
play  the  art  of  condensation,  and  sets  forth  concisely  without  elabora- 
tion his  official  activities. 

From  his  report,  we  gather  that  the  year  was  one  of  action 
which  consisted  in  part  of  the  constitution  of  five  new  lodges,  and 
the  dedication  of  two  masonic  temples,  in  the  placing  of  not  less 
than  six  corner  stones  of  public  buildings,  in  the  issuance  of  dis- 
pensations for  at  least  three  new  lodges,  etc. 

The  four  decisions  rendered  by  him,  all  of  which  were  approved 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  as  follows: 

' '  1.  Held  that  a  lodge  U,  D.  may  grant  a  dimit,  no  seal  being 
,  required. 

2.  Held  that  installation  of  officers  can  not  be  held  on  Sunday 
even  though  St.  John 's  day  fall  on  Sunday. 

3.  Held  that  a  person  who  has  a  slight  defect  in  his  left  arm 
but  who  can  raise  arm  at  right  angles  with  body  with  perfect  action 
of  elbow  is  physically  qualified  to  receive  the  degrees  of  Masonry. 

4.  The  petition  of  a  person  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  was  re- 
jected by  a  Lodge  in  another  state,  this  Lodge  claiming  jurisdiction 
over  petitioner  for  a  period  of  five  years.  Held  that  a  person  who 
has  resided  one  year  within  this  jurisdiction  is  eligible  to  petition 
for  the  degrees. '  ' 

He  speaks  in  high  praise  of  the  work  of  the  Masonic  Home 
Board,  apparently  a  most  able  body  of  men,  through  whose  capable 
administration  the  Home  has  been  placed  upon  a  high  plane  of 
efficiency. 

In  closing  his  address,  he  expresses  the  hope  that  when  the  year 
shall  be  viewed  in  retrospect,  it  shall  be  discovered  that  the  Grand 
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Lodge  has  made  substantial  progress  and  that  the  tomorrow  may  be 
anticipated  with  confident  hope  of  still  further  advances  along  the 
highway  of  true  fraternity  and  brotherhood. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  discover  at  least 
two  rather  unusual  conditions,  both  of  which  are  extremely  compli- 
mentary and  favorable  to  the  jurisdiction.  He  calls  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  assessment  on  the  lodges  for  ''General  Fund"  has 
produced  within  the  preceding  year  an  excess  over  the  annual  ex- 
penses, whereby  he  is  abe  to  recommend  that  the  per  capita  tax  be 
substantially  reduced.  This,  as  stated,  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
tendency  of  most  Grand  Lodges  to  increase  from  year  to  year  the 
per  capita  tax  for  Grand  Lodge  purposes. 

The  other  notabe  point  along  the  same  lines  has  reference  to 
the  Masonic  Home  Fund.  The  Grand  Secretary  calls  attention  to 
the  fact  that  this  Fund  is  in  fine  shape  and  that  the  income  for  the 
support  of  the  Home,  including  contributions  from  the  Order  of 
Eastern  Star,  was  one  thousand  dollars  in  excess  of  expenditures, 
even  though  something  like  $3,000  had  been  expended  for  permanent 
improvements,  thus  showing  that  the  income  exceeds  the  mainte- 
nance expense  by  about  $4,000. 

Much  praise  to  Washington  for  her  careful  and  economical 
management. 

In  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  the  request  for  recognition  of  the  so-called  inde- 
pendent and  regular  National  Grand  Lodge  of  France  was  post- 
poned for  another  year. 

Favorable  consideration  was  given  to  the  George  Washington 
National  Memorial  Association  project,  although  no  appropriation 
was  actually  made  in  support  of  the  enterprise,  but  in  accordance 
with  resolution  adopted,  a  report  will  be  made  at  the  next  Annual 
Communication  as  to  whether  it  may  not  be  possible  to  make  an 
appropriation. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  in  connection  with  the  discussions  of 
the  report  of  a  special  committee  on  revision  of  the  Monitor  that  all 
propositions  looking  to  the  incorporation  in  the  Monitor  of  anything 
even  remotely  resembling  a  cypher  of  the  secret  work,  was  unani- 
mously voted  down,  and  when  one  considers  that  this  is  one  of  the 
jurisdictions  that  had  formerly  given  a  qualified  sanction  to  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  a  cypher,  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this 
time  was  especially  pleasing. 

The  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  morning  session  of  the  second  day 
of  the  Annual  Communication  was  entertained  by  an  eloquent  ad- 
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dress  by  Worshipful  Brother  Michael  W.  Anthony,  Grand  Orator, 
which  address  was,  on  motion,  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  thought  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  civilized  world 
today  is  the  tragedy  of  war  being  enacted  upon  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  that  this  prevailing  thought  is  in  the  mind  of  the 
Grand  Orator  at  this  time  may  be  judged  from  the  following  excerpts 
from  his  oration: 

'^I  verily  believe  that  the  most  significant  result  of  the  present 
conflict  in  Europe  will  be  to  establish  one  and  the  same  ethical 
standards,  alike  for  Nations  as  for  individuals,  so  that  National 
pledges,  by  the  common  sense  and  the  common  conscience  of  the 
people,  will  be  jealously  guarded  and  kept  from  reproach  and  shame. 
Masonry  holds  in  its  hands  the  threads  of  the  past  and  the  future; 
not  one  of  them  is  broken.  There  is,  therefore,  a  peculiar  obligation 
resting  upon  us  to  conserve  these  treasures  which  make  for  peace 
and  the  well-being  of  mankind. 

Freemasonry,  with  her  universal  language  of  symbolism,  is  the 
only  institution  in  position  to  meet  this  demand  for  the  instruction 
of  the  peoples  of  all  races  and  nations  in  ethical  and  moral  develop- 
ment, reduced  to  the  basis  of  an  exact  science." 

*  *  *  *  4f 

' '  Greece,  Eome,  Italy,  France,  England,  Germany  are  great,  not 
by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  virtue  of  their  philosophy,  their  art, 
their  law,  their  science,  their  literature,  and  all  the  discoveries  and 
the  inventions  of  the  mind  of  man  which  have  increased  the  dimen- 
sions of  human  life  in  its  length  and  breadth  and  depth.  What  has 
been  done  exclusively  for  themselves  passes  away  and  is  forgotten. 
What  they  have  unselfishly  done  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind  re- 
mains. ' ' 

Washington  has  fallen  in  line  with  California,  waiving  the  neces- 
sity of  the  formal  opening  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  order  to  conduct 
a  masonic  funeral  whereby  the  brethren  are  permitted,  in  accordance 
with  the  Constitution  as  recently  amended  in  California,  to  assemble 
at  the  place  where  the  funeral  is  to  be  conducted,  and  assume  their 
masonic  clothing  and  conduct  the  ritual  service  without  a  prelimi- 
nary meeting  and  opening  of  lodge. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  scholarly  Past 
Grand  Master  Ealph  C.  McAllister.  He  presents  his  report  in  the  topi- 
cal or  digest  form,  similar  to  the  method  employed  the  last  two  years 
in  Alabama.  His  form  of  report  has  much  to  commend  it,  and  Brother 
McAllister's  present  effort  presents  a  great  deal  of  masonic  informa- 
tion in  extremely  readable  form. 

Under  the  caption  ''Age  of  Petitioner",  in  considering  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  a  petition  for  degrees  may  be  entertained 
when  the  petitioner  is  actually  not  of  legal  age  when  the  peti- 
tion is  presented,  but  will  be  before  the  initiation  can  take  place, 
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he  holds  that  the  weight  of  authority  requires  that  a  man  be 
of  ''lawful  age"  before  he  may  even  knock  at  the  door  of  masonry, 
and  that  no  lodge  can  receive  a  petition  from  a  candidte  until  the 
candidate  shall  at  the  date  of  his  petition  actually  have  attained 
lawful  age. 

Under  the  caption  of  ''corner  stones",  the  controversy  is  noted 
as  to  whether  the  corner  stone  must  be  actually  laid  in  the  northeast 
corner,  or  if  placing  the  stone  in  some  other  part  of  the  foundation, 
may  suffice. 

One  Grand  Master  had  ruled  that  a  corner  stone  must  be  laid  in 
the  northeast  corner,  but  that  ruling  had  been  modified  by  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee,  which  held  that  the  provision  as  to  the  north- 
east corner  was  not  manditory,  and  that  it  might  be  placed,  if  neces- 
sary, at  some  other  point. 

Under  dispensations,  he  observes  a  marked  tendency  that  denies 
the  right  of  the  Grand  Master  by  dispensation  to  change  the  ordinary 
course  of  procedure  in  various  matters  laid  down  in  the  constitution, 
such  for  instance,  as  dispensations  which  are  granted  in  some  juris- 
dictions to  ballot  for  and  confer  degrees  short  of  the  constitutional 
time. 

Under  ' '  documentary  evidence ' he  calls  attention  to  the  in- 
creasing demand  everywhere  for  this  evidence  as  a  prerequisite  to 
examination  of  a  request  to  visit,  and  mentions  that  scarcely  a  year 
goes  by  in  which  the  proceedings  of  some  Grand  Lodge  do  not  dis- 
close the  necessity  of  documentary  evidence.  This  year  it  comes  from 
Victoria,  Aus.    The  Grand  Master  says: 

"A  person  named  James  Silcock  was  received  as  a  visitor  and 
witnessed  the  ceremony  of  the  3rd  degrees.  *  *  *  *  Before  ad- 
mission he  was  examined  by  the  Junior  Warden  and  a  Past  Master, 
and  proved  to  their  satisfaction  his  knowledge  of  the  three  degrees. 
He  has  since  admitted  that  he  is  not  a  Free  Mason,  but  willing  to  be 
made  one." 

Incidents  such  as  detailed  above  afford  conclusive  value  of  the 
paramount  necessity  of  documentary  evidence  as  a  prerequisite  to 
examii^tion  of  an  applicant  for  visitation. 

The  General  Grand  Lodge  proposition  is  fully  discussed,  and  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  that  while  the  project  has  received  the  favorable 
endorsement  of  possibly  two  or  three  masonic  authorities,  the  great 
preponderence  of  opinion  is  against  the  idea. 

The  reviewers  discovers  that  life  membership  is  generally  disap- 
proved in  American  Grand  Lodges,  the  principal  objection  apparently 
being  that  it  tends  to  create  class  in  masonry,  which  is  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  our  institution. 
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He  also  discovers  a  marked  tendency  to  get  away  from  too  much 
regulation  of  subordinate  lodges  by  the  Grand  Body,  the  prevailing 
opinion  being  that  the  rights  of  subordinate  lodges  should  not  be  too 
greatly  curtailed  or  reduced  by  Grand  Lodge  regulation  and  legis- 
lation. 

He  also  particularly  observes  the  recent  tendency  to  relax  require- 
ments as  to  ''physical  qualifications"  and  quotes  the  recent  action 
of  California  upon  this  subject. 

M.'.  W.*.  Egbert  L.  Sebastian,  Grand  Master,  Aberdeen. 
K.'.  W.*.  Horace  W.  Tyler,  Grand  Secretary,  Tacoma. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

1915. 

51st  Annual,  Fairmont,  Nov.  10-11. 
Lodges,  150;  membership,  18,827;  gain,  1,073. 

Numerous  ''Special  Communication"  were  held  within  the  year 
for  the  purpose  principally  of  placing  corner  stones,  and  if  there  is 
any  one  feature,  more  than  another,  that  stands  out  prominently  in 
this  jurisdictions,  it  is  the  frequent  exercises  of  the  function  of  plac- 
ing corner  stones  of  public  buildings. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Most  Worship- 
ful William  T.  Ice,  Jr.,  Grand  Master. 

The  purpose  of  holding  this  Annual  Communication  at  Wheeling, 
which  city  had  been  selected  at  the  previous  Annual  Comm»:nication 
for  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Communication  of  1915,  was  defeated 
because  of  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  Scottish  Eite  Temple,  containing 
the  principal  masonic  auditorium  in  Wheeling,  and,  because  of  this 
disaster,  the"  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Annual  Communication  was 
transferred  to  Fairmont. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  at  least  sixteen  corner  stone  cere- 
monies. He  sets  forth  in  his  report  the  usual  Grand  Master  activi- 
ties, and  a  few  decisions  on  masonic  law,  being  in  the  nature  of  in- 
terpretations of  the  constitution  of  the  jurisdiction. 

From  his  conclusion,  we  excerpt  the  following  paragraphs  which 
express  his  conceptions  of  the  true  scope  and  mission  of  masonry: 

"An  observation  of  world  conditions  today  impresses  one  with 
the  great  changes  taking  place  in  governments  and  institutions.  But 
let  us  remember  that  the  basic  structure  of  Masonry  still  remains  the 
same.    Loyalty  to  government,  due  consideration  for  the  rights  of 
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others,  belief  in  Deity,  and  the  practice  of  every  commendable  virtue, 
are  still  implanted  in  the  minds  of  all  who  gain  admittance.  These 
principles  cannot  be  changed.  Their  continued  recognition  and  prac- 
tice will  perpetuate  our  Fraternity. 

''Whatever  Masonry  has  accomplished  in  helping  and  benefitting 
humanity  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Order  rests  on  a  sure  foundation. 
Belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man,  has 
impelled  Masons  in  all  ages  to  noble  deeds.  Their  vision  has  been 
trained  to  see  where  others  have  not  seen;  their  ear  has  been  atten- 
tive to  the  appeal  of  the  weak  and  helpless,  and  in  the  spirit  of  charity 
and  brotherly  love  they  have  sought  to  uplift  and  improve  mankind." 

This  Annual  Communication,  the  plans  for  which  contemplated 
meeting  in  the  commodious  Scottish  Eite  Auditorium  in  Wheeling, 
was  to  have  been  a  Semi-centennial  Celebration  of  the  founding  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  but  on  account  of  the  disaster  which  compelled  the 
abandonment  of  the  project  to  meet  in  Wheeling,  the  celebration  was 
abandoned  at  the  same  time. 

Judge  George  W.  Atkinson,  Past  Grand  Master,  had  been  as- 
signed, in  connection  with  the  contemplated  celebration,  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  half  century  sketch  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia, 
and  while,  as  stated,  the  celebration  itself  was  abandoned.  Brother 
Atkinson  was  prevailed  upon  to  present  his  sketch  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  this  time,  and  this  historical  document  finds  place  in  the 
printed  proceedings. 

The  historical  resume  is  interesting,  particularly  to  the  brethren 
of  West  Virginia,  and  it  sets  forth  exhaustively  the  early  trials 
and  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  when  it  was  estab- 
lished at  the  time  that  West  Virginia  broke  away  from  Virginia 
proper,  during  the  early  years  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  was  naturally  loath  to  surrender 
her  jurisdiction  over  the  lodges  located  in  the  new  State,  but  the 
differences  were  finally  adjusted  upon  a  basis  of  perfect  good  will 
and  understanding,  and  the  kindest  fraternal  sentiments  have  always 
been  maintained  between  the  two  Grand  Lodges. 

There  seems  to  be  a  prospect  of  the  establishment  in  this  juris- 
diction of  a  Masonic  Home  through  a  bequest  from  one  of  the  wealthy 
and  prominent  masons  of  the  jurisdiction. 

There  has  never  been  any  objection  in  this  jurisdiction  to  the 
masonic  home  project  except  that  heretofore  it  has  not  felt  financially 
able  to  support  such  an  institution,  and  also  because  the  charity  obli- 
gations of  the  jurisdiction  have  always  been  very  capably  discharged 
by  the  subordinate  lodges. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  as  usual  from  the  capa- 
ble hand  of  Most  Worshipful  Goerge  W.  Atkinson,  Past  Grand  Master, 
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an  excellent  report,  in  which  California,  1914,  is  courteously  con- 
sidered. 

Brother  Atkinson,  in  his  Conclusion,  has  some  kindly  observa- 
tions to  make  concerning  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  we  take 
pleasure  in  quoting  his  remarks,  and  the  wider  our  knowledge  be- 
comes concerning  the  extent  and  importance  of  woman's  work,  the 
more  inclined  we  are  to  agree  with  anything  spoken  in  her  praise: 

''I  can  say  in  all  kindness  and  good  will,  that  the  more  I  read 
about  what  the  members  of  the  Eastern  Star  are  doing  as  an  adjunct 
of  real  EVeemasonry,  the  more  I  feel  like  praising  and  encouraging 
tUem.  They  are  lending  a  woman's  hand  in  bearing  alms  to  the 
needy,  and  doing  what  thy  can  to  make  the  world  sweeter  and  hap- 
pier and  better.  They  are  the  handmaiden  of  their  husbands,  fathers 
and  brothers,  who  are  Masons,  in  carrying  on  a  work  which  only 
women,  with  true  women 's  hearts,  can  do.  After  all,  what  kind  of 
a  world  would  we  have,  if  it  were  not  for  the  work  that  women  only 
can  do?  My,  my  excuse  me!  And  please  remember,  I  am  not  a 
member  of  it.   I  am  only  an  unprejudiced  onlooker. 

''They  talk  about  a  woman's  sphere,  as  though  it  had  a  limit; 
There 's  not  a  place  in  earth  or  Heaven, 
There 's  not  a  task  to  mankind  given. 
There 's  not  a  blessing  or  a  woe. 
There 's  not  a  whispered  yes  or  no, 
There's  not  a  life — There's  not  a  birth, 
That  has  a  feather's  weight  of  worth 
Without  a  woman  in  it." 

M.*.  W.'.  T.  Wilbur  Hennen,  Grand  Master,  Fairmont. 
M.'.  W.*.  John  M.  Collins,  Grand  Secretary,  Charleston. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 
1915. 

16th  Annual,  Perth,  April  22. 
Lodges,  95;  membership,  4,042;  gain,  17. 

The  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  conducted  at  the  various 
Quarterly  Communications,  which  are  held  in  January,  April,  July  and 
October  of  each  year,  the  communication  of  April  being  counted  as  the 
Annual  Communication,  at  which  the  principal  Reports  are  rendered 
and  a  general  review  of  the  business  of  the  year  considered. 

An  inspection  of  the  Balance  Sheets  of  the  various  Funds  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  for  a  Grand  Lodge  only  fifteen  years  old,  splendid 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  accumulation  of  substantial  credits  to 
the  various  Funds,  as  well  as  for  satisfactory  progress  in  the  matter 
of  membership. 
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"Western  Australia,  like  most  of  the  Australian  Grand  Lodges,  had 
difficulty  in  winning  recognition  from,  the  Mother  Grand  Lodges  of 
England,  and  Ireland,  but  this  recognition  of  independence  was  finally 
accorded  by  the  last  one  of  these  Grand  Bodies  about  three  years  ago, 
whereby  its  full  standing  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  becomes  uni- 
versally conceded  by  the  Mother  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Ireland. 

At  this  Annual  Communication,  the  Most  Worshipful  Brother,  the 
Eight  Eev.  C.  C.  L.  Eiley,  Lord  Bishop  of  Perth,  was  re-elected  to 
serve  for  the  twelfth  consecutive  term  as  Grand  Master. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  rendered  by  a  committee  com- 
posed of  several  members,  the  report  being  a  condensed  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges.  California  for  1914  is  fra- 
ternally reviewed  by  one  of  the  distinguished  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee, with  copious  quotations  from  Grand  Master  Murphy's  Address, 
and  with  complimentary  references  to  various  phases  of  masonic  activ- 
ity in  California. 

M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  C.  O.  L.  Eiley,  Lord  Bishop  of  Perth,  Grand  Master, 
Perth. 

E.'.  W.'.  J.  D.  Stevens,  Grand  Secretary,  Perth. 

WISCONSIN. 
1916. 

72nd  Annual,  Milwaukee,  June  13th. 
Lodges,  274;  membership,  31,866;  gain,  1,315, 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over 
by  Most  Worshipful  George  O.  Kellogg,  Grand  Master. 

In  the  opening  of  his  Address,  the  Grand  Master  contrasts  the 
unhappy  conditions  of  strife  and  blood-shed  which  prevail  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe,  with  the  conditions  of  peace,  tranquility  and 
happiness  which  obtain  in  this  country,  and  in  order  to  preserve  the 
liberties  and  blessings  which  we  enjoy,  he  calls  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  the  development  of  the  highest  type  of  manhood,  such 
as  is  conserved  by  our  great  Institution  of  Freemasonry,  and  re- 
minds his  brethren  of  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  the  masons 
of  this  country  of  counseling  the  rising  generation  that  they  may 
become  a  part  of  a  republic  that  shall  deserve  to  endure  through  all 
time. 

The  Grand  Master  records  a  year  of  masonic  activity.  He  issued 
dispensations  to  form  and  open  three  new  lodges.    Eleven  Emergent 
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Communications  were  held  for  purposes  of  placing  corner  stones  of 
public  buildings,  dedicating  masonic  halls,  etc. 

He  announces  a  few  rulings  under  masonic  law  or  procedure  pecu- 
liar to  the  jurisdiction,  and  not  possessing  general  interest. 

He  voices  sentiments  of  appreciation  for  the  kindly  assistance 
rendered  him  by  certain  of  the  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  particularly 
by  the  Grand  Secretary  in  connection  with  the  discharge  of  his  re- 
sponsible position  of  Grand  Master  within  the  year  preceding. 

The  second  day  of  the  Annual  Communication,  that  is  June  14th, 
being  what  is  known  as  Flag  Day,  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  E. 
Whelan  entered  the  Grand  Lodge,  bearing  the  flag  of  our  country,  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  and  from  the  East  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  so  the 
proceedings  inform  us,  ''delivered  an  oration  which  was  a  credit  to 
him  and  an  incentive  to  all  American  citizens  to  up-hold  all  the  tra- 
ditions for  which  '  Old  Glory '  stands. ' ' 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  nineteenth  annual 
offering  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Past  Grand  Master  Aldro 
Jenks,  in  which,  in  his  introduction,  he  has  this  to  say  concerning  his 
report  and  generally  touching  the  spirit  of  masonry: 

' '  This  report  is  prepared  primarily  for  Masons  in  Wisconsin  and 
particularly  for  those  who  take  an  interest  in  things  Masonic;  who 
are  willing  to  read  and  think.  Masonry  in  its  teachings  and  aims  is 
wonderfully  practical.  It  gives  to  the  true  Mason  a  higher  conception 
of  the  Infinite  One  and  a  more  definite  mission  in  life.  While  this  is 
the  spirit  of  Masonry  too  few  of  us  realize  it.  No  man  can  understand 
and  appreciate  it  until  he  has  pondered  long  and  faithfully  upon  its 
teachings.  Many  a  man  has  taken  the  obligations  from  the  Entered 
Apprentice  degree  to  the  Thirty-second,  and  failed  absolutely  to  under- 
stand or  get  that  broader  vision  of  Masonry  which  they  are  intended 
to  give.  That  man 's  Masonry  is  a  failure  notwithstanding  he  may 
wear  a  Knight  Templar  charm  or  a  Double  Headed  Eagle;  he  is  neither 
an  active  nor  a  practical  Mason^  but  merely  a  hanger-on  to  the  institu- 
tion. Such  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Masonic  Institution,  but  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  such  an  one  was  seeking  ornamental  titles  and  display 
rather  than  an  opportunity  of  being  servicable  to  his  fellow  man  and 
improving  himself  in  Masonry. 

"The  Brother,  however,  who  has  progressed  in  thought  and  con- 
ception to  the  knowledge  that  Masonry  is  intended  to  make  of  him  a 
better  man  and  give  him  opportunity  for  service  to  his  fellow  man,  is 
a  far  higher  Mason  though  he  has  not  progressed  beyond  the  Symbolic 
degrees,  than  the  one  of  the  opposite  character  who  is  proud  of  the 
number  of  steps  he  has  taken. ' ' 

His  review  of  the  various  jurisdictions  is  characterized  by  rare 
judgment  and  intelligence  and  teems  with  masonic  knowledge  and 
information. 
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He  reviews  California,  1915,  generously,  with  complimentary 
references  to  Grand  Master  Bledsoe's  address,  and  reports  of  certain 
committees. 

He  perhaps  under-estimates  the  ability  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
California,  without  any  distress,  to  take  care  of  the  obligations  in- 
curred in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  magnificent  temple  in 
San  Francisco.  California  does  business  ''with  a  large  auger",  and, 
while  a  million  dollar  investment  in  a  temple  with  an  outstanding 
indebtedness  of  $300,000  might  stagger  some  jurisdictions,  the  propo- 
sition will  not  in  the  least  disturb  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  and 
the  indebtedness  will  be  absorbed  in  a  short  time  without  much 
trouble,  and  the  temple  will  not  only  stand  as  a  fitting  monument  to 
the  grandeur  of  masonry  in  California  but  will  become  in  a  very  few 
years  a  magnificent  business  investment. 

M.*.  W.".  Cyrus  S.  Stockwell,  Grand  Master,  Neillsville. 
E.*.  W.".  Wm.  W.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary,  Milwaukee. 

WYOMING. 

1915. 

41st  Annual,  Casper,  Sept.  8-9. 
Lodges,  34;  membership,  3,316;  gain,  126. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Communication  was  presided  over  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  J.  J.  Jewett,  Grand  Master. 

An  Address  of  Welcome  to  the  Grand  Lodge  was  delivered  by 
Past  Grand  Master  E.  P.  Eohrbaugh,  Mayor  of  Casper,  to  which  re- 
sponse was  made,  at  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  by  Eight  Worship- 
ful Brother  T.  Blake  Kennedy,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

In  the  opening  paragraphs  of  his  Annual  Address,  the  Grand 
Master  refers  to  the  well-nigh  irreparable  loss  which  the  Grand  Lodge 
suffered  within  the  preceding  year  in  the  death  of  its  Grand  Secretary, 
Brother  W.  L.  Kuykendall.  Bro.  Kuykendall  had  served  the  Grand 
Lodge  as  its  Secretary  for  thirty  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  efficient  Grand  Secretaries  in  the  masonic  world.  He  also  filled 
the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
and  his  reports  were  regarded  as  among  the  most  valuable  rendered  by 
Correspondence  Committees. 

The  Grand  Master  enumerates  in  a  concise  manner  the  various 
official  acts  which  he  performed  within  the  year,  which  upon  the  whole 
was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  existence  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  entertained  in  the  afternoon  of  tlie  first  day 
of  the  session  by  an  address  on  Masonry  by  Brother  Charles  E.  Winter. 
The  address  was  vastly  enjoyed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  ordered 
printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings. 

The  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home  Fund  affords 
evidence  that  substantial  progress  is  being  made  towards  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  Fund,  destined,  when  it  shall  have  attained  sufficient 
proportions,  to  be  used  in  founding  a  Masonic  Home  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

The  George  Washington  Masonic  National  Memorial  Association 
was  duly  endorsed,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  authorized  to  pur- 
chase a  $100  membership  in  the  Association. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  Communication,  the  Grand  Orator 
Brother  W.  A.  Riner,  delivered  the  oration  of  the  Annual  Communica- 
tion, entitled  ''Masonic  Essentials".  The  oration  met  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  was  ordered  printed  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  new  Grand  Sec- 
retary J.  M.  Lowndes.  He  followed  the  late  Brother  Kuykendall  as 
Grand  Secretary,  and  he  now  takes  up  the  pen  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence, that  was  laid  down  by  Brother  Kuykendall.  Brother  Lowndes' 
report  is  replete  with  excellent  and  discriminating  comment,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  he  will  prove  a  worthy  successor  of  the  former  distin- 
guished member  of  the  ''Round  Table"  from  Wyoming. 

Brother  Lowndes  reviews  California,  1914,  in  generous  and  fra- 
ternal manner,  with  complimentary  references  to  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  Murphy  and  the  oration  of  Worshipful  Brother  William  H. 
Waste. 

M.*.  W.'.  W.  H.  Dickinson,  Grand  Master,  Lander. 
R.*.  W.'.  J.  M.  Lowndes,  Grand  Secretary,  Casper. 
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FRANCIS  V.  KEESLING 
Chronicle  Building 
San  Francisco 
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Masonic  Temple 
San  Francisco 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence 

EDWARD  H.  HART 
Chronicle  Building 
San  Francisco 


NOTICE 

The  Sixty-eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California  will  be  holden  in  the  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of  October, 
A.  L.  5917. 

JOHN  WHICHER, 
i  Grand  Secretary. 
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